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li 

ORIGI.N oV COMMERCE, 

FROM THE EARLIEST ACCOUNTS, isTc. 


EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, 

Continued from the Tear 1762, the Period at which Mr. Anoersok cbfed 
his History, down to the End of the Tear 1788. 


A D« 

1763 T N the early part of this year, peace was concluded by the belligerent powers of Europe«~ 
X On the tenth day of February, the definitive treaty of peace was i^ed, and foon after rati- 
fied, between the court of Great Britain and thofe of France and Spain , and between the two 
latter crowns and that of Portugal .—On the twenty-fecond of March followir^, peace was 
proclaimed, with tlie ufual folemnities, at X^ondon. ' 

In this definitive treaty, the moft material alterations from, or explanations of, the prelim^ 
nary articles erf pc^c^.of the third day of November, 1762, are 

?. That inftcad of the fifth article of th^ prcliini^ric|, rclatmg to Dunkirk, the thirteenth 
irticlc of the definitive treaty ftipulatcs, “ That Dunkirk Ihali/be jput into the Hate fixed by 
tlie laft treaty of Aix la Chapcllc, and by former treaties. The CiWr/fe* )(]!udt|be deftroyed 
immediately after the exchange of the ratifications of the prefent treaijr^ as wfcll as the forts 
and batttiries i^ich defend the enSvance on the fide of the fca \ and provifion ihaU be made 
at die lame time for the wlrotefomenefs of the air, and for t|m health of the inhabitants, Jtfy 
** fome odief ^tacans, to the fatUfaftion of the King pf G,reat; Britain*’^ 

• A C^nitte, fom^mes callip^ S (Cuvette, ii geticrally deferibed to be a deep trencli, (mofily a tmeae) di^ along tbc 
bottom of a broader pr for renderiiig the approach to the more di^ult. 

Vox.. IV. A 


II* That 
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176.3 I L That, inftead of the tenth preliminary, the eleventh article of the definitive treaty ftipn- 
lates, That Great Britain fliall reflore to France, in the condition they noware in, the 
different faftorics (in the preliminary article called comptoirs) which that crown poffcflcd, 
as well on the coaft of Coromandel and OrixjJ, as on that of Malabar, as alfo in Bengal, at 
** the beginning of the year 1749 : and France renounces all pretenfions to the acquifitions 
Ae had made on the coafl of Coromandel and Orixa.;’* (/. Fort St. David, and its depen- 
dencies) And his moll Cliriftian Majcfly Aall reflore, on Lis part, all tliat he may have 
conquered from Great Britain in the Eajl Indies dtfring the prefent war; and will exprefsiy 
icaufc Nattal and T'apanoully,’* L Bcncoolen, he. *‘in the ifland of Sumatra, to be re- 
lloi'cd. And he further engages, not to cre£l fortificj^ s, or to keep troops in any parts 
of the dominions of the Subah’^ commonly called the^^abob, “ of Bengal. And, in 
ordeFto preferve future peace on the coafl of Coromandel and Orixa, the Englifli and 
French Aali acknowlegdc Mahornct Ally Khan for lawful Nabob of the Carnatic, and 
“ Salabat Jing for lawful Sjjibah of the Decan; and both parties lhall renounce all demands 
‘‘ and pretenfions of fatisfaftion with wiiich they might charge each other, or their Indian 
allies, for the depredations or pillage committed on cither fide during the war.’’ 

To this article, his Grace the Duke of Bedford fubjoined a declaration, importing “ That, 
for the preventing of all fubjeft of difpute, on account of the limits of the territories of the 
Subah of Bengal, as well as of the coaft of Coromandel and Orixa, the fakl territories of the 
“ Subah of Bengal, fhali be reputed to extend only as far as the Yanaon exclufivcly ; and that 
the Yanaon Aall be confidered as included in the northern part of the coaft of Coromandel 
and OrixaV’ 

III. inflead of the fourth article of the preliminaries, by which the French King obliges 
himfclf, on his reva! word only ^ not to fortify the iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, tliat King, 
by Ac fixth article of the definitive treaty, ** abfoiutely engages not to fortify thofc iflands, 5 <c. 
“ as in the faid preliminary article.” 

IV. Inftead of the words of the nineteenth preliminai^v article, by which “ liis Catholic 
Majefty cedes and guarantees to his Britannic Majcfty ail that Spain poftefles on the conti- 

** nent of North America, to the caft or to the fou^i-caft of the river MifTifippi by the 
twentieth article of the definitive treaty, “ his Catholic Majefty cedes and guarantees, in 
‘‘ full right, to his Britannic Majefty, Florida, with the fort St. Auguftinc, and the bay of 
“ Penfacola ; as well as all that Spain pollcffcs on the continent of North America, to the caft, 
or to the fouth-eaft of the river Miffliippi ; and, in general, every thing that depends on the 
faid countries and lands, with the fovereignty, property, and poffcffion, and all rights ac- 
quired by treaties, or otherwife, which the Catholic King and the crown of Spain have had, 
“ till now, over the faid countries, &c, in the moft ample manner and form, 

V. Inftead of the latter part of the ninth article of tlic preliminaries, by which “ France 
cedes, in full right, and guarantees to the King of Great Britain, Senegal;” in the tenili 

‘‘ article of the definitive treaty it is thus expreffed; — His moft Chriftian Majefty cedes, iu 
full right, and guarantees to the King of Great Britain, the river Senegal, with the forts 
and faftorics of St. Louis, Podor, and Galam ; and with all the rights and dependencies of 
** the faid river Senegal.” Which forts and territories were Aought fo impoitant by the 
Houfc of Commons, that, on the thirtieth of the faid month of March, they paffed a vote of 
credit for his Majefty to expend as far as feven thoufand pounds, for repairing and improving 
the fame. 
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A. V* 

1763 With regard to Afia, the eleventh article of the definitive treaty fufScicntly dcmoiiflrates tlic 
great fuperiority we obtained by it lu the Eaft Indies, as it ncceflarlly produced a great iii- 
creafe of our Company’s commerce thither, and a pyoporiionabic augmentation of the cuftoms, 
as well as of our national wealth, and of the linking fund. 

II. In Africa, our pofrcHion of the French fettlciucuts on the livcr Senegal, afforded us the 
profitable command of that moft ufcful article gum Senegal, fo indifpcnfably necefiary for the 
perfecting of many of ouf own manufactures : and, by the vaft enlargement of our continental 
as well as infular dominions in •America, tlie demand for negro llaves from that and other 
parts of the African coaft, greatly increafed, and therewith that of our Ihipping and mariners ; 
and alfo a proportionable, orJEcrhaps greater augmentation of our outward-bound cargoes, con- 
lilting of our own various ij^TJtffSiClures, for the purchafe of thofe llaves, he. 

III . With regard 10 the ngw acquilitions, both from France and Spain, on the continent 
of North America, cojifideicd either in a political or commercial viewf they afforded a profpccl 
of adding, in a pre-eminent degree, to the national profperity. 

IV. l>y the exteufive province of Florida, whicli was thei? yielded to us by Spain, and by 
the: further addition of almoft the only valuable part of Louifiaiia, oar empire in America was 
not only rendered vaftly more extenfive, but likewife extremely fecurc, down from our pro- 
vince of (Georgia foutluvard, to the Cape of Florida ; and thence turning weftward, along the 
great gulpli or bay of Mexico, up to the i^jputh of the river Miffifippi ; ail which has no other 
frontier but the ocean : an extreme advantage to a commercial nation. But this was not all the 
benefit arifing from fuch concelfion : for, by the advantage of the bay and harbour of Pen fa- 
cola, &c. we were enabled, in time of war, to command the ncighbouring^feas and coafts bc- 
longing to thofe tw'o nations ; with other advairtages, which arc now unneceffary to be men- 
tioned. 

V. By our tteaty with Spain, we effeCtuaUy cftablilheJ our before difputcd right to the pro 
fitablc benefit of our unlimitedly cutting of logwood on the fliores of Cainpcachy ; where we 
were alfo cmpovvcrcci to have habitations for our people, and flore-houfcs for our goods ; where 
alfo, in cafe of afiy future rupture, it would always be in our power to form a more effectual 
oftablilhment. By this important concelfion, a great bone of contention, of near one hund- 
red years fianding, was alfo moft fortunately abolifhed. 

VL Even with refpeft to the Weft India illands, we may obferve, that although^ in order 
to get rid of our troublcfomc neighbours on the 'American continent, and to obtain of ihetti 
many other important advantages, in different parts of the world, it was judged expedient lo 
reftore the fugar illands we had conquered, together with the neutral one ot St. Lucia, we 
ftill acquired, by the ninth article of the definitive treaty, the illaiids of Grenada and the Gre- 
nadines, and likewife the neutral illcs of St. Vincent, Dominica, and Tobago ; with the ad- 
ditional and permanent benefit of for ever annihilating the name or appellation of any neutral 
illc in thofe fcas; whereby each nation’s pofleflions and property there arc now diftiirftly 
alcertained, and a final period put to fo long a plea for altercation. 

Laftly, the cffcdlual demolition of the impregnable part of tlic fea-port of Dunkirk was now 
fully executed ; not merely bccaufc fo ftipulated, as it had been thrice before, but becaufe we 
were in poffclTion of what we never before effcflually had,~a fare pledge of its being duJv 
performed, ^ 

Thefe were, without doubt, moft fiibftantial and important objefts : — But that they were 
adequate to the advantages we had gained during the courfc of the war, was an opinion by no 
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1763 means, unanimous throughout the kingdom ; and there iXrcrc not wanting perfons of the firft 
talents, and thegreateft name, who decried this peace, as difgraceful to a people, victorious ia 
every part of the gl6hc ; and who, it was aflerted, pofliffed refources to continue the career 
of fuccefs, till they had brought their enemies to their feet. But we inuft prefer narrative to 
fpeculatjon i — it is our office to relate things as they liappen, and not detail opinions as they 
arlle; more particularly at a period when the eftabliffied freedom of the prefs, and the great 
increafe of knowledge, biing every public queftion intp voluminous difeuffion. This work 
would err from its defign, if we were to do^more than flatc therfe fafts which are appropriate to 
it, and recite thofe mcafures which have proceeded from the mind of government : to review 
the deliberations that produced them is not our provin^^ji^^Mt is not for us to rcafon,^but to 
relate. * . 

To clear away the incumbrances of the late war, fupplieS were to be raifed^ and, of courfc, 
taxes to be impofed. For thefe purpofes it was propofed by government, 

Firfl, To take two millions from the finking fund. 

Secondly, To ftrike one million eight hundred thoufand poumis in Exchequer bills. 
Thirdly, To borrow two millions eight hundred thoufand pounds on annuities : and, 
Fourtiily, To form two lotteries, for three hundred and fifty thoufand pounds each. 

To pay the intereft on thefe loans, vrhich, amounted, in the whole, to feven niilitons three 
hundred thoufand pounds, an additional duty, of tright pounds per tun, was laid upon all 
wines of the growth of France, and four pounds per tun on all others* 

Tliis part of the plan of ways and means was unexceptionable ; but another duty was added, 
which furniihed the opponents of government with a fubjefl of popular outety, and tlic fuc- 
ccfsfu! picans of influencing the whole nation : this was a duty of four Ihillings per lioglhead 
•to be laid on cyder, and to be fubjc£t,^with fome qualifications, to all the laws of excifet As 
tins aft became an objea of great popular frenzy and tumult, and feemed to intereft the paf- 

fions of the people in general at the time it was agitated and pafled, we fliall infert a ccncial 
abflraa of it. • ^ 

“ That from an<l after the tliirty-firft day of March, 1763, the following additional duties 
llrall lake place, viz. < 

“ On French wine and vinegar imported, eight pounds per tun, and all other wines and 
vrnegar imported four pounds per tun; to be colkacd, levied, and paid, as expreffed in the 

aft of James 11. or m any other aft by which the duties thereby granted arc made per- 
petual. ^ ^ 


“ “'’'""'■chamable wines lhall be exempted from thefe additional duties. 

r P w «"an»Se®ent of the Commiflioners of tlic Culloms 

and lhall be paid over weekly by the Receivcr-Gcneralinto the Exchequer, apart from all 

parpofP"'*^*’ accordingly in proper books to be provided there for that 

trv**o^° ^all be made for leakage, but upon wines imported direftly from the coun- 

excepted. Britilh plantations in America 

perry, viz. on all cyder and perry imported, forty Ihillings per tun; and upon il cyder 
a» perry made withm Great Britain, four killings per hogfhead. to be paid by the maker. 

“ The 
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1763 ** Ths duties upon cyder and perry u>adc in England, to l>c under the receipt and manage- 

ment of the comniiflioncrs andofScers of exclfc there, and thofe in Scotland under like officers 
there, Th<5 commiffioners fhall appoint a fufficient number of officers, and the duties fhall 
be paid into the Exchequer apart from all other monies. 

The makers of cyder and perry, not being compounders, fliall enter their names, and the 
mills, preffes or other utenfils, ftorc houfes and other places to be made ufe of, at the next 
office of cxcifc, ten days^before they bigin to work, under the penalty of twenty -five pounds 
forufing any unentered place. • • • 

** The officers of excife, upon requefi made, fhall have free accefs, in the day time, to all 
places entered or made ufe o^or making or keeping perry or cyder, and lhall gauge and report 
the contents to the comwfetfffers, leaving a copy for the maker. The duties lhall be paid 
according thereto, within fij; weeks from making fuch charge; and the ufual allowances lhall 
be made in refped thereof. * • 

“ Perfons intending to fell or remove any cyder cr perry in their polleffion made before the 
fifth of July, 1763, (hall fend a figned particular thereof to^the next office of excife, ten days 
before the faid fifth of July, that the officer may take an account thereof, and grant certificates 
occafioiially for the removal of a like quantity without charging the duty, &c, 

“ No cyder or perry exceeding fix gallons lhall be removed, without a certificate, on for- 
feiture thereof, with the package. Office^ of the cxcifc may Icizc the fame. A time lhail be 
limited, for which the certificate ifltll be in force*, 

“ Perfons making cyder or perry to be confumed in their own private families only, lhall be 
admitted tocompound for the duties, they giving in a lift of the number ii^familv, and paying 
at the rate of five Ihillings per head per annum. This compofition to be renewed annually and 
the money paid down at the fame time. The houfes, &c. of perfons who lhall thus com- 
pound, lliall be exempted from furvey or fearclr: but, upon increafe of tlic family, a new lift 
ffirdi he given in, and five-pence per month, per head, lhall be paid for the additional number, 
during the fubfifting unexpired term of the year. Compounders neglefting to deliver in fuch 
lifts, and to pay their compofition money, lhall be charged with the duty, and become liable 
to a furvey. Peifons delivering /alfc or defeftive lifts, lhaJI forfeit twenty pounds. 

Clnldren under eight years of age fhall not be inferted in the lifts. Compounders may 
fell; dirjK>fcor, or remove any cyder or perry more than fufficient for their own ufe, giving two 
days notice to the proper officer, wffio lhall atierul, and take an account thereof, and charge 
the duties and report the fame to the excife office, leaving a copy with the compounder. Surli 
cyder or perry lhall not be afterwards removed without a certificate. Compounders being 
guilty of any fraud, in felling, exchanging, or delivering out cyder or perry, Hull forfeit 
twenty pounds. 

No compounder flball let out or lend his mill or other utenfils for making cyder or perry, 
without giving three days previous notice to the proper officer to attend and charge the duties ; 
unlefs the cyder or perry be the property of another compounder, or of fome other perfon not 
liable to the duty ; and no part of it lhall be removed without a certificate! under a penalty of 
ten pounds. 

‘‘ Perfons ufing their own mills, See. or procuring cyder pr perry to be made at the mills, 
icc. of any other perfon, lhall be deemed makers. 

Compounders for malt lhall not be liable to compound of pay duties for cyder or perry, to 
be made and confumed in their own families, unlcfs they lhall fell or otberwife difpofe of any 
2 part 
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1*7% part thereof; in which cafe, they /ball comply with the direftions given with refpeft to com*^ 
pounders in like circumflances. 

Occupiers of tenements not rated above forty /hillings per annum to the knd taic, and not 
making more than four Jiog/hcads of cyder and perry in the whole year, ihall be exempted 

from duties or compounding. 

Thefe new duties on cyder and perry (hall be drawn back on exportation ; and upon dif- 
tillation thereof into low wines and fpirits ; and upon the fame being made into vinegar, and 
charged with duties as fuch. • * ^ 

‘‘ The pcfialty of oppofing an officer in the execution of his office, or of refeuing or ftav'fng 
my cyder or perry after any feizure thereof, flVall be fifty pounds, for every inch offence* 
Informaiions for offences againft this aft by the makers ofc^cr or perry, fliall be laid within 
three months after being committed ; and notice thereof fltall be given them* 

Perfons aggrieved by the judgment of any jufticc of the* peace touchiiig the duties or pe- 
nalties, may appeal to the quarter feflions,and the determination of the faid court Ihall be final. 

Appellants /hall give notice to the other parties, and the court Ihall award colls as they 
fee fit, to be levied by diftraint. 

“ For want of fufScient time intervening, an appeal may be made to the fccond quarter 
feffions. 

A rc-hcaring ffiallbc had of the merits of the cs^c upon appeals ; and defefts of form in 
the original proceedings may be reft ified by the court. 

All powers, rules, methods, penalties and claufes in aft xii. Car. II. or in any otlier aft 
relating to the revenue of cxcife, where not altered by this aft, ihall be put into execution witli 
refpeftto the duties on cyder and perry. 

The penalties and forfeitures relating thereto, fhall be recovered or mitigated as by tlic laws 
of cxcife, or in the courts at Wcflminfter, or the court of Exchequer in Scotland, and Ihall 
be employed, half to the ufc of the King, and half to him that fltall fuc, 

** The duty on cyder and perry brought from Jericy, (yuernfey, Sark, or Alderney, Ihall be 
paid by the importer before landing, on penalty of being feized and forfeited. 

** The monies arifing by the refpeSive duties granted by this aft, fhall be entered in proper 
books in the auditors office, feparately from each other and from all otlier monies ; and Ihall 
be a fund for the payment of the annuities chargeable on the principal fum of live millions 
borrowed on the credit of this aft/* 

The part of this aft which related the duty on cyder and perry, with the mode ofcollcfting 
it, was debated with uncommon violence in both Houfes of Parliament, and a very ft tong 
proteft w^as entered in the journals of the Moufe of Lords againll it. Nay, fo general was the 
difapprobation of it, that matiy feared the revival ofthat fpirit which was raiftd by a fcli^me of 
cxcife in the year 1733, not only the political Imt pcrfonarexiflencc of a great MiniOer 

was in imminent danger. The city of London not only inftrufted its rcprefciuativcs in i*ar- 
liament, but petitioned the different branches of the legiflaturc againft it; while feme of the 
conftant friends of adraiaiftration withdrew their fupport on this occafion. Yet we now find 
that many perfons of great property and political talents are become cotivcrts to this mode of 
railing taxes, and do not hcfitate to fupport the opinion, that an extenfion of the cxcife laws 
merely 10 objefts, without enlarging the power, would produce a great public benefit, by the 
augmentaiion it would occafion in the public revenues. 
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1 763 The produce ©f South Carolina entered for exportation f:om the port of Charles-town, from 
the twenty-third of December 1761, the day the firft vcflel with rice, of crop 1761, was cleared 
out, to the firft of September 1762, both days inclufive. 

Rice, — „ — 63,288 barrels* 


Indigo, 

Staves, 

Shingles, 

Corn, 

Peas, 
Butter, 
Deer fkins, 


•m w 

/jT 


Pitch, — 

Tar, — 

T obacco, 

Rofin, — 

Tanned leather, 
Tallow, 

Filh, — 

Timber, &c* 

Oranges, 

Soap, 

Potatoes, — 

Laths, ~ 

Turpentine, 

Beef — 

Bacon, — 

Candles, myrtle wax, 
Oats, — 

Hoops, 

Reeds, — 

Handfpikes, 

Furs, — 


Pink root, — ~ 

Bees wax, ^ ^ 

Hams, — — ^ 

The following is a lift of the prize goods taken at the Havaunali : 
Sugar, — 

Cocoa, — * ~ -.-I 

jefttits bark, — • 


63,288 barrels* 

249,000 pounds weight*. 

157,880 

674,740 

23,194 bufhels. 

3,980 barrels. 

8 kegS4 

331 hogfheads* 

12 calks* 

* 215 bundles. 

1,043 loofr* 

3,110 barrels. 

1,119 

14 hogfheads* 

19 barrels. 

2,693 fides. 

32 barrels. 

41 

I03,293f feet* 

4 barrels^ 

100 boxes* 

20 bufhels*. 

3»500 

751 barrels* 

II 

1,648 pounds weight* 
14 boxes. 

388 buftiels* 

14,500 

400 

360 

t hogfhead. 

1 bundle* 

2 barrels* 

1 calk. 

6 

5 barrels* 


5,841 chefts. 
3,384 ferons* 
3 calks* 
122 ferons* 


Hides 



s 

A** 

1763: 
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— 8,3% 

— , — ~ 3,900 

~ •— 475 b^.. 

— • — 4.876 fcrons» 

— — 59»*>3 pieces, 

— — a, 003 

t ^ 

— ~ ~ 7 (crons* 

— ~ • — 2 cjiiks. 

Of which* and the reft of the plunder, the firft diftributiBnVmounted to five hundred and fix* 
teen tboufand one hundred and eiglity-five pounds three (hillings. 

It appears by thfc Georgia Gazette, that from the fifth of* January 1762, to tlie fifth of Ja- 
nuary 1763, the exports of that province were^ 

Rice, ~ — _ 


Hide in the hair,. 
Tanned hides. 
Tobacco,. 

SnufF, 

Logwood, 

F ullick. 

Timber, 

Cedar planks, 
Gochineal, 
^'ortoifclllclI, 


Indigo, 

Deer (kins, 

Beaver (kins, 

Pine timber, 

Pork, — 

Shingles, 

Staves and heading, 
Beef, 

Indian corn, 
Rough rice, 

Tar, — 

Tanned leather, 
Hoops, — 

Handfpikes, 

Bars, — 


7,440 barrels. 

119 half barrels, 
9)^33 pounds weights 
96 hogfheads. 

832 bundles, 

13 bundles. 
417,449 feet, 

292 barrels* 
688,045 
359,002 

38 barrels. 

1,250 bufhels, 

776 


~ ~ — 246 barrels. 

— — — - 1,602 fidcs, 

— — 10,500 

— 1,050 

— — — 2,033 

In th<f fnnamer of this year, a very uncommon number of bankruptcies took place at Am- 
fterdam, Hamburg, and feveral other principal towns in Germany, They began at Amftcr- 
dam the latter end of July, by the failure of two brothers of the name of Neuvillc, for between 
three and four hundred thoufand pounds ; and that of a Jew for a very conlidcrabic fum^ 
Thefe two bankruptcies occafioned, or at lead haftened a ftoppage of payment, by no lefs than 
eighteen houfes in tliat city : they were followed by aftill greater number of failures at Ham- 
burg and other places, which gave fuch a blow to private credit, as almoft wholly to interrupt, 
for fomc time, the courfc of commercial tranfadions. But the Lombard houfes at Amftcr- 
dam and Hamburg ftood forward on the occafion, and, by advancing large fums of ready 
money to fuch as could give a proper fccurity, reftored credit to its former fuaSions, and libe- 
rated commerce from the oppreifions beneath which khad firuggled. 

On this occafion feveral merchants, on (hewing their books to perfons appointed to examine 
them, were protefted from arrefts by the magiftrates : an cxercifc of power which had the 

public 
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763 public intercft for it» objea, and ftouLd be adopted, both as politic and bumane, by the legif- 
laturc of every commercial country. 

Various were the conjc^fburcs concerning the caufes of thefc alarming failure?. But they 
were chiefly attributed to the large fums of money left unpaid by the Englilh and French 
armiest and to the incapacity or indifpofition of fcvcral of the German Princes, to call in the 
bafe money which they had/ound tlicmfelvcs obliged to iffue, and bad got into a very exten- 
live circulation during the courfe o^the war. 

The marine fociety, with that truly patriotic fpirit which has ever animated its exertions, 
not only received all thofc boys, under fixtccu years of age, which it had fent to fca, who 
thought proper, on being difeharged from the King’s fcrvicc, to apply to them for alTiftancc, 
but even invited them to make application to their proteftion and affiftance. Of fuch the fo- 
cicty put out, • ^ 

To fifhermcn, • •i** 

To mechanic trades, ^ 

To manufafl-urers, — — ^ 

To public houfes, — _ _ ^ — 

To the merchants fcrvice, — 

To the King’s fca officers, who engaged to keep them for three years. 

Sent home to their friends in Scotland andHreland, — — 

Sent home to their friends in England, 

To Agriculture, — — 

To watermen and lightermen, — _ _ — 

Affifled to procure maflers for thcmfclvcs, — — 

Cloathcd and provided for thcmfclvcs, 


^5 

71 

17 

6 

2 Q 

80 

9 

20 
1 
9 

J7 

21 


Total, 


295 


The Dublin fociety, iafpired alfo by a iimilar zeal for the public good, propofed to the lirfl: 
hundred foldiers or Tailors who fervod his Majefly out of Great Britain or Ireland, and being 
Iioiiourabiy difeharged from the fervice, ffiould take leafes of lives of any lands in the pro- 
vinces of Leinfler, MunfVer, and Connaught, not lefs than five or more than twenty acres, 
in the year 1763, and hold the fame one year from their taking pofleffion of the faid lands, on 
producing a certificate of their indufiry, and being likely to coT’itmue, from the cJcrgv-iiaii of 
the parilh or two neighbouring jufiices of the peace, five pounds each. 

And to the firfl ten landlords^ of the provinces of Leinfler, Munfler, and Connaught, ^Yho 
lliould let fuch farms to fuch tenants as above, not lefs than five farms by each landlord, a 
gold medal. 

The truflees alfo for the forfeited eflates in Scotland, were not backward in olFering the fame 
patriotic encouragement. 

They wilhed to reward tliofe men, -who had planted the Britifh laurel in every quarter of 
the globe, by affording them a comfortable retreat after all their toils, and to continue their 
fervices to their country by enabling them to purfue the employments of peace. 

For this mofl laudable purpofc, they^fpromifed not only lands but materials for building and 
intplcments of cultivation, together with fifhing boats, tackle, &cc. and even money, to fucli 
reduced foldiers and failors as fltould fettle on thefc eflates. And Sir Ludowick Ctant and 
VoL. IV. B Mr. 



xo 


AN HISTORICAL A N J> C H R O K O L O 0 I C A L DEUITCTIOlf 


17^ Mn Grant, of Grant, invited them to fettle on their new ground in the counties of Invernefs, 
Murray and Banff, with a promife to let them have from five to fifteen acres of land rent free 
for feven years, paying afterwards one flnllihg per acre per annum for twelve years, with 
timber for building, mofs or peat ground for firing, and lime ftonc from the quarries. 

The latter end of this year, judgment was pronounced at Paris againft fevcral perfons who 
had been employed by the King of France in the government of Canada, and had been found 
guilty of mal-adminiftration in the copdufi: of r Thefc rcfpc&ivc officers, befides the 
fentence of banifhmcnt, whofc term was Wried according to the nature of their offences, were, 
moreover, condemned to make reftitution of fcveral fums in proportion to the frauds of which 
they had been found guilty 5 amounting in the wholc*to t^c fum of thirteen millions fix hun* 
dred and fixty-fivc thoufand livres. 

« Livres^ 


The names, employments, and fines of thefc officers arc as follows : 
The Sieur Bigot, Intcfidant of the Province of Canada, - 

The Sieur Varin, Direftor of the Marine at Montreal, 

M. Bread, Comptroller of the Marine, — 

M. Cadet, Purveyor General of the Army, — 

M. Pennifiant, f Commiflioners under M. 

M. Maurin, J Cadet, ^600, oot livres 

M.Corpion, each, , 

M. Efta^e, Keeper of the Magazines, — 

M. Martel, ditto, — — 

M. Laudrierc, Commandant, — — 

M, Dechinaux, Secretary to the Iiitendant Bigot, 



4,5CX),ooo 

800.000 

300.000 
6,000,000 

1,800,000 

30,000 

200.000 
5,000 

30,000 


Total, I3>665 ,coo 


As foon as the Englifh merchants trading to Canada, who were largely concerned in the 
paper money of that colony, were informed of thefd fines, they made immediate application to 
the Secretaries of State to obtain the fulfilling his moft Chriflian Majefty’s declaration, with 
regard to the bills of exchange, drawn by the government of Canada on that of Old France. 
Bnt, as the final determination of this bufinefs between the two courts did not take place till 
tlic year 1766, we ftiali defer entering further upon the fubjc£k till we come to the hiftory of 
tliat period. 

Yards. 

The linen cloth ftamped in Scotland for fale, from the firft of November 1761, 
to the firft of November 1762, amounted to — — 10,303,237 

The fame, fiom thefirftof November 1762, to the firft of November 1763, a- 
mountedto, _ — . _ ^ ^ i2»399,656 

Which quantity exceeds that of the preceding year ~ — 2,096,419 

An account of the fums granted this year by the Ifilh Houfc of Commons, for promoting 
the manufaftures, trade and commerce of Ireland. 

To John Wcthcrcll, for preparing and framing the intended book of rates, four hundred 
pounds, 

F04 
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1763 For carrying on the inland navigation from Limerick to Killaloc, two thoufand fire hun- 
dred pounds. 

For ditto, from Inifhannon to Dummanway, two thoufand pounds. 

For ditto, from the tide water at St. Mullins, to tlie town of Monaftcrevan, four thoufand 
pounds* 

For ditto, from Kilkenny to Iniftcaguc, one thoufand live hundred pounds. 

For improving Cork harbour, jnc thoufand live hundred pounds. 

For the pier of Balgriggan, one ttioufand five hundred pounds. 

For carrying on the inland navigation by making the river Lagan navigable, and for open- 
ing a paflage from Loughneagh to^elfaft, two thoufand pounds. 

For ditto, for compleating^ navigation for Ihips of one hundred tons burthen, from Fathom 
Point, near Newry, to Drumglafs Colliery, in the county of Tyrone, four tlioufand pounds. 

To St. Patrick’s hofpital, one thoufand pounds. 

For Dunleary pier,, one thoufand pounds. ^ 

For finifhing an harbour at Wicklow, one thoufand pounds. 

For carrying on the ballaft office wall, four thoulknd pounds. 

For re-building St. John’s church, Dublin, one thoufand pounds. 

To MclTrs. Colvill, Civill and Bryan, to affift them in kffening the expcncc of their com- 
pleating a dry dock in the city of D\jblin, one thoufand pounds. 

To the Lying-in-Hofpital, one thoufand pounds. 

To the widow and children of Dr. Mode, five hundred pounds. 

To the Incorporated Society, twelve thoufand pounds. • 

For carrying on the inland navigation from Dublin through the bog of Allan to the Shan- 
non, fix thoufand pounds. 

For carrying on a whale fiflicry on the north weft coaft of this kingdom, one thoufand 
pounds. 

For finifhing St, Catherine’s church, Dublin, one thoufand pounds. 

For enlarging the quay at Londonderry, one tlioufand fix hundred pounds. 

For carrying on the inland navigation, by making a navigable canal between the loughs 
Foyle and Sivilly in the county of Donegal, four thoufand pounds. 

For erefting a pier at Killileagh in the county of Down, fix hundred pounds. 

For re-building John’s and Green’s bridges in the city of Kilkenny, and Bcunct’s Thomaf- 
town and Caftlecomer bridges, in the county qf Kilkenny, and for repairing the bridge of 
Enifleage, in the fr. id county of Kilkenny, eight thoufand pounds. 

To Henry Cottingham and James King to rcimburfe their lofies, occafioned by the tumul- 
tuous proceedings of the late mobs, eight hundred pounds. 

For widening the paflage leading from Anglefea-ftrcct to College-green, three hundred and 
forty pounds. 

To the city work-hoiife, three thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one pounds# 

To Hugh Boyd, Efq; for his having made an harbour at Bally Caftlc : and for his keeping 
the faid harbour in repair for twenty-one years, three thoufand pounds. 

To the Dublin Society, two thoufand pounds. 

To ditto, to be applied for the encouragement of fuch trades and manufafturcs, and in fucli 
manner and fubjeft to fuch regulations, as fhall be dire&cd by Parliament, eight tlioufand 
pounds. 

B z 


For 
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For compJfating a convenient way, ftrect, and paiTage, from Eflcx bridge, to the cftlc of 
Dublin, five thoufand pounds. 

For widening the paflage leading from the Inns Quay, to Arran Quay, Dublin, one thou- 
fand pounds. 

The following general ftatc of the Land-carriage Fithcry, as it flood on the thirtieth of 
September, in this year, according to the account of Mr. BJafee, the original propofer, and in- 
defatigable condudlor of it. ^ , 

* £• < 


Capital advanced by the focicty, 

Addition made by Mr. Blake at his own rifle, being borrowed of the focicty, 
on transferring two thoufand pounds of three per cent, confolidated annuities, 
as a fecurity to repay fuch loan on fix months notice, * — 

A fuithcr addition by the juperintepdant, on the thirtieth of September, 
1763, heiag wanted to m^ke good all payments to that time, — 


Total, 

To anfwcr which fum, there is the following flock in hand of materials : — 
Ninety machines, which, with the ncccflary alterations and improvements, 
coft — — — — — 

Fitting up a receptacle office, and fundry (hops, ~ — 

Seven horfes, to carry the tilh to market, with liarnefs and ladlcry, 

Baikets for the machines, markets, &c, — 

Scales and weights for receptacle Ihops and fea-ports, ~ 

Coft of a well-boat, and fitting up the fame, • — — 

A compleat fet of turbot-lines, and other apparatus for two fmacks of fixty 
tons each, — — — — 

A water-cart and tubs for the receptacle, and a large lanthorn erefted at 
Lyme Cob, as a guide to the filhing boats on that coaft, 


a, 000 

0 

0 

1,500 

0 

0 

23s 


7 

3 ’ 73 S 

IS 

7 


s « 


2,584 

12 

6 

914 

9 

7 

160 

3 

9 

129 

14 

0 

48 

IS 

4 

146 

3 

0 

SO 

19 

6 

28 

3 

9 


Total, 4^063 1 9 

Bcfidcs fundry other utcnfils in the (hops and receptacles. 

Thus it appears, fays Mr, Blake, that there is a flock in hand amounting to four thoufand 
and fifty-three pounds one (hilling apd eight-pence, to anfwcr the capital of three thoufand 
fjven hundred and thirty-five pounds fifteen fhillings and fcvcn-pe:;cc ; and to carry on the 
undertaking, in cafe the public fliouid be difpofed to encourage and affifl: the profecution there- 
of by a further aid. And in regard to any objcfiioiis which may be made, that the above 
Itock, on account of its being ufed, would, if it were to be fold, fall far ihort of its prime cod i 
which, it muft be allowed, will always be the cafe whenever a bufinefs is dropped fo foon after 
its commencement, (and, in this particular cjrcumftar>ce, it Is probable would not produce 
fufficient to reimburfe the fuperintendant the monies be has advanced) it may not be improper 
to obferve, that the alteration and improvements in the machines, which were found ncccffiiry, 
have put them in a better ftate than wbea they were firft made.— Hence there is the greateft 
Tcafon to believe, that by an additional aid, this undertaking may be carried on in a more en- 
larged manner, and to the additional benefit of the public ; who could not exped that the 
fuperintendant, with two thoufand pounds, Ihould feed the multitudes in this metropolis, 
3 when 
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1763 when it is well known that the falcs at Billingfgatc, in the courfc of a year, amount to between 
two and three hundred thoufand pounds. But, neverthelefs, he has brought upwards of two 
hundred tons of filh from dillant parts of the fca-coafls, which has produced nineteen thou- 
l;\nd fix hundred and forty-one pounds nineteen lliiliings and jiine-pence halfpenny : and if it 
is allowed, as in juftice it ought, that fuch fifli has been fold at Icfs than half the former luual 
prices, the public will find they have gained an advantage of nearly twenty thoufand pound.; 
from this undertaking, befidcs the effect it has had on the general falc of iidi, which is proba- 
bly equal to more than double the Sbovc fumifrom whence the fupcrlntendant prefumes to 
think, that his endeavours have benefited the public to the amount of fifty or iixty tbouland 
pounds. ^ ^ 

That this patriotic feheme mf tlic Land-carriage Fifi'cry, (hould meet with the moft ftrenu- 
ous and artful oppofition from a body of men wliofh wealth flowed from the monopoly it was 
intended to deftroy, W'as^a natural expeftation i but that the public fliould fufFer a plan which 
promifed fuch very extenfivc and folid advantages to the inhabitants of London to become 
abortive, is an equal matter for wonder and lamentation : but fo it was ; — the body of filh- 
mongers made their well known opulence the engine of carrying on their clefigns, and, in 
ti)c end, triumphed over one of the mod beneficial and praSicable projefts tliat the patriotic 
zeal of a private individual ever fuggeded. 

If it were tlie prafticc of this country, as k was of ancient Rome, to bedow a civic crown 
on thofc citizens, who by inventions or mcafures of public utility, have promoted the public 
welfare, — Mr. Blake would liave been found worthy of that diftinguiihing reward. It becomes 
us, however, to record his name with all the honour which this page can biftow upon him, 
for his public humanity in fuggeding, as well as far the difintereded and indefatigable zeal 
with which he fuperintended the feheme of fuppiying the city of London and its environs 
witli fidi by land-carriage. 

As a curious article of information, and, as we conceive, perfeftly appropriate to this work, 
we fhall give an account of the falc, charges, and nett proceeds of the La Hernioine, a vSpaniili 
icgidcr-lhip, condemned in the high court of Admiralty of Great Britain, on the fouitccnth 
of September, 1762. • 

By the fide of five hundred and fifty bags of dollars to fun- 
dries, containing four hundred and feventy-fix thoufand five 
hundred and eighteen ounces, at fixty-threc pence half- 

— — — 126, o }(> 14 3 

By thirteen hundred and forty-fix bags of dollars to fun- 
dries, weighing one million one hundred and fixty-five thou- 

land fix hundred and fifty-two ounces, at fixty-thrcc pence, 3C^5»983 13 o 

Ot!oh(r 1 1. — By twenty-eight bags of gold coin to the Bank 
of England, weighing twenty-two thoufand nine hundred 
and ieventy-four ounces three pennyweights and eighteen 
grains, at feventy-eight fliillings and fix-pence, 


Carried forward, 


90,173 13 8 
522,236 o 11 
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1763 s, d. 

Brought over, 

By four ingots of gold> at their various afliys, rendered fix 
hundred and twenty-one ounces one pennyweight fourteen 
grains ftandard, at fcventy-cight (hillings and fix-pence, 2,437 14 8 

By one ditto, as above, weighing eleven ounces fifteep 
pennyweights nine grains, at fevciUy-ninc (hillings,^ 46 ii 3 

« 

By thirty-four ingots of filvcr, as above, rendered eighteen 
thoufand eight l^ndred and fixty-thrcc ounces tlnec grains 
llandard, at fixty-four pence, — • 5^030 3 5 

By three ditto, as above, weighing five hundred and tu^nty- 
ieven ounces one grain, at fixty-five pence, — « 14a 14 10 


By fix ounces fix pennyweights two grains of fine gold, in 
two ingots, at eighty-fix (hillings, — 27 5 3 

Deduft cxpences of parting four hundred and forty-five 
ounces of gilt filver, at four-pence, — 784 


By fundry trinkets, &c. fold to fundrics, for — 

October 7. — By four hundred and twenty-feven ferons, and 
three hurtdred and fix bags of Guiquil cocoa, fold at Garra- 
way’s CofFce-houfe, by public fale, in fixty lots, weighing 
together, nett one thoufand and twenty-nine hundred-weight 
fix pounds, at various prices, from one hundred and one 
(hillings to one hundred and nine (hillings perc-wt* . S»37^ *9 2 

Difeount, two and a half per cent, — 134 6 4 


s. i. 
522,236 O XI 


2,484 5 1 1 


5,172 18 3 


19 16 II 
424 7 7 


November ii. — By one thoufand one hundred and thirty- 
nine blocks of tin, fold this day, as above, in thirty-nine 
lots, to fundrics, weighing nett one thoufand and fixty-hve 
hundred-weight one quarter feventcen pounds, at various 
prices, from ninety-two (hillings tp one hundred (hillings 
per hundred-weight, and produced — S, 168 o 9 

Difeount, two per cent, — — 129 4 o 


By eight bales of Vigonia, and one ditto of Alpagna woo!, 
fold at a public fale, in nine lots, to fundrics, weighing nett 
five hundred and forty-five pounds, from three (hillings and 
one halfpenny, to feven (liillings and four-pence per pound. 
By nine bolts of canvas, fold as aboyc, at thirty (hillings. 
By one cafe of faddlc-cloths, ditto, - 

Difeount, two and a half per cent* — 


141 8 o 
13 10 o 
10 o 

*55 8 o 
3 *7 8 


Carried forward, 
2 


5,237 12 10 


5,038 16 9 


*5* *0 4 

540,765 9 6 
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1763 1 . s. 

Brought over. 

By fixty-one barrels of gunpowder, weighing thirty-four 
hundred-weight, at fixty ihiUings, • — 

By a launch belonging to the Ihip, fold by Thomas Mayne 
and Co. at Gibraltar, for fifty-one piftereens and one-fixth, 
at forty-pence each, * — ■ — 

March 4, 1763.— By the Ihip ^lermoine, with all her 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, guns, iliores, &c, fold this day 
at public fale, for . 

May 16.— By a bounty bill for one hundred and fifty men, 
dated January 1 763, at five pounds each, is •— 825 o 

Deduft, fold at feven per cent, difcount, 61 17 6 , 

Brokerage, one-half per cent. * 1 i o 

— — — — • 62 18 


Total amount, 

CHARGES. 

For freight of the treafure from Gibraltar, * ■— S> 3°3 ^ 

For duties paid on the cargo at the Cufiom-honfe, with 
officers fees, and amount of the fubfidy 1747, on the cocoa 
not drawn back . _ SiOgO 6 

For brokerage paid on felling thwtreafure, cargo, and Ihip, 747 5 

For all charges of lignterage, landing, wharfage, and ware- 
houfe rent, 6cc. on the cargo, &c. expences paid on the 
fhip in Gibraltar and England, and all other contingent 
expences whatfoever, — — . 1,685 4 

For commiffion on the gold and liivcr 
coin, — — *3.055 *8 O 

For ditto on remaining produce of this 
prize, — — . 1,120 12 o 

14.*76 10 


Nett proceeds, 


Distribution ^ the foregoing Nett Proceeds, via, 
T o the admiral and commodore, — 

Active’s Share. 


To the captain, — • 

To three commiffioned officers, at 
To eight warrant ditto, — • 

To twenty petty ditto, — 

To one hundred and fifty-eight feamen, &c. 


f. 13,004 14 1 
4-356 3 2 
1,806 10 10 
485 5 


Carried forward. 


«5 

d. s. d* 

540,765 9 6 

102 O O 

8 10 6 

3,010 o o 
o 

6 

— 762 I 6 

544,648 I 6 

o 


o 

o 


6 


o 

- 24,942 n 6 

Si9.7o> lo o 


64,963 3 9 

65,053 *3 9 
each 39,014 % 3 
34,689 5 4 

36,130 *7 8 

-—76,132 13 o 

3*5,983 15 9 
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AN HlSTOEKJAl ANP C H R O N O I. O O I C A t PEPPCTION 

I, s. d. 

Brought over, 3 iS >983 »5 9 

Favourite’s Share. 

To tlie captain, — — 64,872 13 9 

To two commiflioncd officers, at •-* £• I 4>974 9 *Si 949 * ^ 

To fcven warrant ditto, — ~ 4 ) 3^4 — — 30,273 8 5 

To fixtcen petty ditto, — — i*,802 o 4 — ^ 28-, 83a 6 3 

To one hundred and ten feamcn. See. — • * 4^4 2 S S 3 *® 5 S *4 4 


4.519,705 10 o, 


The Aftive being entitled to the whole bounty money* occafions the difference in the fliarcs 
between the two ffiips. • ^ 

At this period, a recapitulation of the different annual fupplies which liavc been granted by 
Parliament, to fupportthf feveral wars that have been carried on lincc the Revolution, will, 
wc trail:, be confidered as an article of neceflary and connefting information. 


King WiELiAM III. 
Annual Supply. 

£• 

1693 — ^4,017,079 

1694 — 5,539,087 

1695 — 5,036,430 

1696— 5,539,853 

1697 — 5*395.078 


Total, 25,527,527 


Total, 59,065,834 


Medium per ^nn. 


> 5. *05,505 


Queen Anne. 

1702 3 * 55**459 

*703 3 * 535*457 

*704 4,005,369 

,705 ^4,570,488 

1706 5*075*761 

1707 5,942,381 

1 708 5,926,849 

,709 6,563,138 

1710 — —6^425,268 

1711— — 6,789,169 

1712— 6,680,495 


5,369,621 


King George II. 
Annual Supply. 

£' 

*1740 — 3,874,076 
,741 — 5,006,039 

1742 — 5*723.537 

1743 — 5.9*2,383 

if44 6,243,538 

*745 6,562,902 

1 746—7,088,354 
* 747 — -9*389**96 
1748— 10,059,094 


Aftdium per Ann. 

£ 


'fotal, 59,859,119 


K. George II. and III. 

£' 

i756~~>7, 229,1 17 
*757 8,350,320 

1758— 10,486,457 

1759— *2,761,310 

1760— 15,503,563 

1761 — 19,619,119 

1762— 18,655,750 


Total, 92,605,636 


6,651,013 


> « 3 > 229.376 


SOPFLlEe 
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A. d; 

Supplies granted by Parliament for the Service of the Tear 1763* 

DECEMBER %. £. s. d. 

1763 L That thirty thoufand men be employed for the fca fcrvice for 1763, 
including four thoufand two hundred and cighty-feven mariners. 

11 . That a fum not exceeding four pounds per man per month, be al- 
lowed for maintaining thenf, for thirteen months, including ordnance 
for fca fervice, — E-a ^ 1,560,000 o o 

F EBRUART 3. 

For defraying the extraordinary expenccs of his Majefty’s land forces, 
and other fcrviccs incurred, from, the twenty-fifth of December 1761, to 
the tlurty-firft of OSober 1762; both days inclufive, and not provided * 
for by Parliament, — — — ^ i>588,756 15 5 

I. For the ordinary of the navy, including half pay to fca and marine 

officers for 1763, — — — — 380,661 3 ii 

II. For coniplcatiiig the works of the hofpitals for fick and wounded 

feairien, building near Plymouth, — ^ ^ 

III. Upon account, to be applied by the commiflioners, or governors, 
of (irecuvvich Hofpital, for the fupport and relief of feamcn, worn out, 

and become decrepit in the fcrvice of their country, who fliall not be * 
provided for within the faid hofpital, — — 10,000 o o 

IV. That provifion be made, for enabling his Majcfty to fatisfy all 

the bills payable in courfe of the navy and viftualling offices, and for 
tranfports, which were made out on, or before, the thirty-firft of De- 
cember 1762, amounting to the fum of — 3»^7S»3*^ o 3 

FE B F^^A RT 14. 

That provifions be made for enabling his Majefty to fatisfy all the de- 
bentures, payable out of his Majelly’s office of ordnance, which were 
dated on, or before, the thirty-firfl of December laft, and remain undif- 
charged, amounting to the fum of — . ~ “ S9S>4- 3 - S 

FEBRUART 17. 

Towards enabling the commiflioners for putting in execution, an aft 
made in the laftfeffion of Parliament, entitled, An Aft for paving Weft- 
minfler Streets, &c. more cfFeftually to perform the trufls repofed in 
tlicm, — — _ _ — . 5,000 o o 

FEBRUART 24. 

I. To enable his Majcfty to difcliarge the like fum, raifed in purfu- 
ance of an aft made in the laft feflion of Parliament, and charged upon 
the firft aids or fupplics to be granted in this feffion, — 1,000,000 o o 


VOL. IV. 


C 


Carried over 


1,000,000 o o 
II. Towards 
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A. n. 

1763 


IL Towards the buildings, 
fliips for 1763, — 


Brought over, 

rebulldings, and repairs of his Majefty’s 


FE B RUJ RT 28. 

For defraying the extraordinary cxpe?ice of his •Majefty’s land forces, 
and other fervices incurred, from the firft of November 1762, to the 
nineteenth of February 1763, and not provided'for by Parliament, 

MJ R C H t. 

For defraying the charge of two thoufand one hundred and twenty 
horfe, and nine thoufapd nine hundred foot, together with the general 
and ftafF officers, the officers of the hofpital, and officers and others be- 
longing to the train of artillery, the troops of the Landgrave of Hcflc 
Callel, in the pay of Great Britain, for ninety days, from the twenty- 
fifth of December 1762, to the t3»veaty -fourth of March 1763, both days 
inclufivc, together with the fubfidies, pi^rfuant to treaty, — 

II. For defraying the charge of an additional corps of nine hundred 

and twenty horfe and fix thoufand and feventy-two foot, together with 
the general and ftaff officers, the officers of the hofpital, and officers and 
others belonging to the train of artillery, the troops of the Landgrave of 
HeflTc Caflel, in the pay of Great Britain, for three hundred and twenty- 
eight days, from the firft of January 1763, to the twenty-fourth of No- 
vember following, both days inclufivc, purfuant to treaty, — • 

III. For defraying the charge of an augmentation to the troops of the 

Landgrave of Hcfle Caffcl, in the pay of Great Britain, confining of fix 
hundred and fifty-fix horfe, and two thoufand fev<;n hundred and tliirty- 
fix foot, for three hundred and thirty-five days, from the twentyfifth of 
December r/62, to the twenty-fourth of November 1763, both days in- 
clufive, purfuant to treaty, — — - — 

IV. For defraying the charge of one thoufand four hundred and forty- 

four cavalry, and two thoufand three hundred and thirty infantry, the 
troops of the reigning Duke of Brunfwick, in the pay of Great Britain, 
for cighty-fix days, from the twenty-fifth of December 1762, to the 
twentieth of March 1763, both days inclufivc, together wfiih the fubfi- 
dies for the faid time, purfuant to treaties, — — 

V. To make good a deficiency in the fum voted laft feffion, for the pay 

of an augmentation of the troops of the reigning Duke of Brunfwick, 
for 1762, — . — . — — 

V L For the charge of the office of ordnance for land fcrvicc, for 1 763, 


1,000,000 o o 
100,000 o o 
1,100,000 o o 

951,249 o 

85,158 14 8^ 

87,690 iS 

45,420 16 6’ 

49,308 1 I 

4,328 8 5 

204,329 o o 

476,235 19 3f 
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1763 MA RC H T. ^ 

1 . To enable his Majcfty to pay off, and difchargc, the Exchequer 
bills made out by virtue of an aft of laft fefilon, entitled, An Aft for 
enabling bis Majcfty to raife a certain Sum, &c. and charged upon the 
firft aids, or fupplies, to be granted in this feflion, — 1,500,000 o o 

IL For defraying the charge of fifty-fix thoufand three liundred and 
fixty effeftive men, for guards and ^arrifons, and other his Majefiy's land 
forces in Great Britain, Guernfey, and Jcrfcy,^including thofe in Ger- 
many, Portugal, and Belleiflc, for one hundred and twenty-one days, 
from the twenty-fifth of December, 176a, to the twenty-fourth of April 
1763, both days inclufivc, according to their prefent eftablilhment, and 
for reducing their numbers, • — — — 485,317 ^ 10 

III. For maintaining his Majefty’s forts and garrifons in the Planta- 
tions, Gibraltar, Gaudeioupe, Africa, Martinico, and the H^vannah, 
and for provifions for the garrifons in Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, 

Gibraltar, Providence, Quebec, Gaudeioupe, Senegal, and Gorce, for 
one hundred and twenty-one days, from the twenty-fifth of December 
1762, to the twenty-fourth of April 1763, both days inclufivc, according 

to their prefent eftablilhment, and for^ reducing their numbers, 278,893 ii c 

IV. For defraying the charge of four regiments of foot, ferving in the 
Eaft Indies, for three hundred and fixty-five days, from the twenty-fifth 
of December 1762, to the twenty-fifth of December 1763, both days 

inclufivc, — - - — 7^.381 16 8 

V. For defraying the charge of two regiments of horfe, ferving in 
Germany, and four regiments of foot, ferving in North America, 011 
tlic Irifii ellabli fitment, for one hundred and twenty-one days, from tlic 
twenty-fifth of December 1762, to the twenty-fourth of April 1763, 

both days inclufivc, — — — — 16,438 7 o 

VI. For the pay of the general and general ftaft" officers, in Great Bri- 
tain, for 1763, _ _ _ _ 11,291 8 6^. 

VIE That a number of land forces, including two thoufand feven 
hundred and forty-three invalids, amounting to feventeen thoufand five 
hundred and twenty-fix effeftive men, commiflionod and non-commif- 
lioacd officers included, be employed for 1763. 

VIII. For defraying the charge of the faid number of land forces in 
Great Britain, Guernfey and jerfey, from the twxnty-fifth of April 1763, 
to the twenty-fourth of December following, both days inclufivc, being 

two hundred and forty-four days, — — — 408,372 13 4 

IX. For maintaining his Majefty’e forces and garrifons in the Planta- 
tions, including thofe in garrifoii at Minorca and Gibraltar, and for pro- 
vifions for the garrifons in Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Gibraltar, » 

Quebec, and Senegal, for two hundred and forty-four days, from the 

Carried over, 2,771,694 19 4^ 

C 2 


twenty- 
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Brought over, 5,771,794 19 4^ 
twenty-fifth of April 1763, to the twenty-fourth of December following, 
both days inclufive, 281,781 3 6 


R C H to. 

For defraying the charge of the pay ^nd cloatbiflg* of the militia, for 
one year, beginning the twenty-fifth of March 1 763, — 

R C H is. 

I. To enable his MajeAy to compleat the payment of two hundred and 

twenty thoufand pounds, as a reafonabJe fuccour in money, to the Land- 
grave of Heffe 'Calicl, purfuant to treaty^ — ’ , — 

II. To make good tlyj deficiency of the lialf-fubfidics of tonnage and 
poundage, charged with the payment of feveral annuities, by the afts 
made in the fixth of Queen Anne, and the fixth of King George I. to 
fatisfy all annuities charged thereupon, to the fifth of January 1763, 

III. To replace to the finking fund the like fum paid out of the fame, 

to make good the deficiency on the fifth of July yfiz, of the feveral rates 
and duties upon offices and penfions, and upon houfes, and upon win- 
dows or lights, which were made a fund by an aft of the thirty-firft of 
George ll. for paying annuities at the Bank of England, in refpeft of 
five millions tjorrowed toward the fupply for 1758, — 

IV. To replace to the linking fund the like fum paid out of the fame, 

to make good the deficiency on the fifth of Jatiuary 1762, of the additi- 
onal duty upon Ilrong beet and ale, to anfwcr and pay the feveral an- 
nuities of three pounds per cent, and one pound two Iltillings and fix- 
pence per cent, on one million one hundred and forty thoufand pounds, 
part of twelve millions borrowed towards the fupply granted by an aft of 
the firii of George III. for 1761, — — 

V. Upon account, towards enabling the governors and guardians of 

the Foundling Hofpital, to raaintain and educate fuch children as were 
received into the faid Hofpital, on,, or before the twenty-fifth of March 
1760, from the thirty-firft of December 1762, exclufive, to the thirty- 
firft of December inclufive, and that the faid fum be iflued and paid for 
the ufe of the faid Hofpital, without fee or reward, or any deduftion 
whatfoever, — 

VI. Upon account for defraying the charges incurred, by fupporting 

and maintaining the fetticment of Nova Scotia in 1760, and not provided 
for by Parliament, — — __ 

VII. Upon account, for. maintaining and fupporting die civil efta- 

blifhmentof Nova, Scotia for 1763, — 


3>°S3>476 2 toi- 


ISO, 000 o o 


50,000 o o 


49.55S * 6 


48,891 14 n 


26,710 o o 


40,050 o o 

4.589 ^3 

5,674 I 10 


Carried over. 


225,473 12 2^- 


VIII. Upon 
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Brought over, 

VIII. Upon account, for defraying the charges of the civil eftablifh- 
ment of Georgia, and other incidental cxpences attending the fame, from 
the twenty-fourth of June 176a, to the twenty-fourth of June 1763, 


MJR C JI jj. 

I. Upon account, to enable his Majefty to give a proper compenfation 

to the refpeftivc provinces in North America, for the expences incurred 
by them in the levying, cloathing, and pay, of the troops raifed by the 
fame, according as the aftive vigour, and ftrenuous eiforts, of the rc- 
fpeftive provinces lhall Ije thought, by his Majefty, to merit, • 

II. To make good the deficiency of the grants for 1762 < — 

III. To be employed in maintaining and fupporting the fort at Ana- 

maboo, and the other Britifh forts and fettlements upon the coaft of 
Africa, — ~ — — ~ 

IV. For the paying of penfions to the widows of fuch reduced officers 

of the land forces and marines, as died upon the cftablifhinent of half pay 
in Great Britain, and who were married to them before the twenty-fifth 
of December 1716, for 1763, — — _ 

V. Upon account of the reduced officers of his Majefly*s land forces 

and marines, for 1763, — — . — 1 

VI. Upon account of the reduced officers of his Majefty’s land forces 
already cliffianded, and fuch as arc to be difbanded, for 1763, 

VII. For defraying the charge for allowances to the feveral officers and 

private gentlemen of the two troops of horfe guards, and regiment of 
horfc reduced, and to the fuperannuated gentlemen of the four troops of 
horfe guards, for 1 763, ^ . 

VI n. To be paid as a reward to John Harrifon, upon a proper dif- 
covery to be made by him, for the ufe of the public, of the principles 
upon which his inftrument, for meafuring time at fea, is confirufted, 
and that the faid fum be applied for the purpofe aforefaid, out of any 
money unapplied to the ufe of the navy, in the hands of the Treafurcr 
of the navy, — 


MJ R C H ig. 

T. To make good to his Majefty the like fum which has been iflued by 
his Majefty’s orders, in purfuanC’C of the addrefles of "this Houfe, 

II. Upon account, for out-penfioners of Chelfea Hofpilal, 1763, 


ft d* 

a25,473 12 2i- 

4^*36 o o 
229,609 12 2^ 


» 33^333 


33^3Si 17 
88,704 3 


283,192 18 3^ 


Sum total of the fupplles granted in this feffion, 


6,410 5 o| 
-51,708 13 4 

58,118 19 2| 

*3>S22,039 14 4f- 

And 
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1763 And in order to provide for this larjc fum of money, the following re- 
folutions of the committee of ways and means were agreed to by the 
Houfe on the days as follow. 

DECEMBER 4. 

That towards ralfing the- fupply granted to bis Majefty, the duties on 
malt, &c. be further continued from the twenty -third of June 17.63, to 
the twenty-fourth of June 1764, ~ 

DECEMBER 9. 

I'hat a land tax of four fhillings in the pound be raifed, in the ufual 
manner, for one year, fi orttthc twenty-fifth of March 1763, 

r FEBRUARY 7. 

71 iat all perfons intcrefted in, or entitled unto, any bills, payable in 
coLirfc of the navy, or vil^lualling offices, or for tranfports, which were 
made out on, or before, the thirty-firft day of December laft, who lliall, 
on, or before the twenty-fifth day of A 4 arcli next, carry the fame (after 
having had the intereft due thereupon computed, and marked upon the 
faid bills, at the navy or viftualling office refpeftively) to the Treafurer 
of his Majefiy’s navy, to be marked and certified by 'him or his paymafter 
and cafliicrs, to the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, 
fhall be enutlcd unto, and have, an annuity, transferable at the Bank of 
England, for the principal and intereft due on the bills, after the rate of 
four pounds per cent, per annum, to commence from the twenty-fifth 
day of March next, payable half yearly, in lieu of all other intereft, until 
redeemed by Parliament, the faid annuities to be charged upon the fink- 
ing fund, and the fums, which lhall be iflued out of ihc finking fund, 
for payment of the faid annuities, to be from time to time replaced out 
of the next aids to be granted by Parliament, — 

FEBRUARY 17. 

That all perfons intcrefted in, or entitled unto, any debentures pay- 
able out of his Majefty’s office of ordnance, which were dated on, or be- 
fore the thirty-firft day of December iaft, who lhall, on, or before, the 
twenty-fifth day of March next^ carry the fame to the Treafurer of his 
IVIajefty’s ordnance, to be certified by him, or his deputy or cafliicr, to 
the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, lhall be entitled 
unto, and have, an annuity transferable at the Bank of England, for the 
fums due on the faid debentures, after the rate of four pounds per cent, 
per annum, to commence from the twenty-fifth day of March next, pay- 
able half yearly until redeemed by Parliament, the faid annuities to be 
charged upon the linking fund, and the fums which lhall be ilTued out 
of the finking fund for payment of the faid annuities, to be, from time to 
time, replaced out of the next aids to be granted by Parliament, 

3 




750,000 o o 


^>037, 854 19 II 


3,468,977 3 2 


595,423 2 5 


MARCH 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, 
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1763 M A R C H 

L That there be raifed ill manner following; that is to fay, the fum of 
two millions eight hundred thoufand pounds by annuities, after the rate 
of four pounds per cent, per annum, transferable at the Bank of Eng- 
land, and redeemable by Parliament, and the fum offeven hundred thou- 
fand pounds by two lotteries, to be drawn at different times in the year 
1763, each lottery to coitlift of thirty-five thoufand tickets, and every 
blank to be of the value of five pocinds, the blanks and prizes to be at- 
tended with the like four per cent, transferable and redeemable annuities, 
the faid fcvcral annuities to commence- from the fifth day of April 1763, 
and to be payable half yearly on the tenth day of Oftober, and the fifth 
day of April in every year, an^ that every contributor towards the faid 
fum of two millions eight hundred thoufand pounds, fhaJI, for every 
eighty pounds fo contributed, be entitled to receive a ticket in each 
of the faid lotteries, upon the payment of ten pounds for c^ch ticket ; 
and that every contributor fhall, on, or before, the fifteenth day of this 
inflant March, make a depofit wnth the calhiers of the Bank of England, 
of twelve pounds ten fhillings per cent, in part of the furn or fums to be 
contributed by him towards the faid fum of j:wo millions eight hundred 
thoufand pounds, and alfo a depofit 6 f ten pounds perxent. in part of the 
monies to be contributed by him in refpeft of each lottery, as a fecurity 
for making the future payments refpeftively, on or before the times 
herein after limited : that is to fay, 

On the two millions eight hundred tlioufand pounds. 

Twelve pounds ten Ihiliings per cent, on, or before, the tenth day of 
May next. 

Twelve pounds ten Ihillings per cent, on, or before, the lixteenth day 
of June next. 

Twelve pounds ten fhillings per cent, on, or before, the twenty-firfl: 
day of July next. 

Twelve pounds ten fliillings per cent, on, or before, the thirtieth day 
of Auguft next. 

I’welvc pounds ten fliillings per cent, on, or before, the twenty-feventh 
day of September next. 

Twelve pounds ten fliillings per cent, on, or before, the twenty-firft 
day of Oftober next. 

Twelve pounds ten fliillings per cent, on, or before, the twenty- 
fourth day of November next. 

On the lotteries for feven hundred thoufand pounds. 

Ninety pounds percent, on, or before, the thirty firft day of April 
next, for complcating the payment upon the firft lottery. 

Ninety pounds per cent, on, or before, the eleventh day of O£tobcr 
next, for conipleating the payment upon the fecond lottery. 

Which feveral fuins fo received, fhall, by the faid calhiers, be paid 
into the receipt of his Majefty’s exchequer, to be applied, from time to 


23 
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1763 time, to fuch fervices as fliall then have been voted by this Houle, m 
this felTion of Parliament, and not otherwife ; and, that every contributor, 
who IhaJl pay in the whole of his contribution on account of his lhare 
in the annuities attending the faid fum of two millions eight hundred 
thoufand pounds, at any time, on, or before, the eighteenth day of Oc- 
tober next, or on account of bis fliarc in the firlt lottery, on, or before, 
the twentieth day of April next, or on account of his lharc in the fecond 
lottery, on,^ or before, the tenth day of pSober ihall be allowed a 
difeount after the rate of three pounds per cent, per annum, on the fum 
fo completing his contribution refpeftively, to be computed from the 
day of compleating fuch contribution, to the twenty-fourth day of No- 
vember next, in refpeft of the fum paid on account of the firft mention- 
ed annuities, an^ to the twenty-firft day of April next, in refpeft of the 
fum paid on account of the firft lottery ; and to the eleventh day* of Oc- 
tober next, in refpeft of tiie fum paid on account of the fecond lottery, 

II. That an additional duty of eight pounds per ton be laid upon all 
French wines, which flxall be imported into this kingdom. 

III. That the faid annuities and lotteries be charged upon the faid ad- 
ditional duties upon wine, for which the luiking fmid lhall be the colla- 
teral fecurity. 

MJ R C H 14. 

I. That a duty of four Ihillings per hoglhead be laid upon all cyder and 
perry made within this kingdom, over and above all other duties now 
payable for cyder or perry, to be paid by the maker thereof. 

II . That a duty of two pounds per ton be laid upon all cyder and perry 
imported into this kingdom. 

III. That the faid duties upon cyder and perry be charged, together 
with the duties upon wines granted in this feffion, with the payment of 
the annuities mentioned in a refolution of this Houfe, of the eighth of 
this inftant March. 

MJ RC H 19. 

I. That there be ilTued and applied out of fuch monies as ftiall or may 

arife of the furplulTcs, cxceffes, or overplus monies, and other revenues, 
compofing the finking fund, the fum of — — 

II. That there be ilfued and applied the money remaining in the re- 

ceipt of the Exchequer, being the furplus of the feveral duties upon beer 
and ale, granted by an aft of the firft of his Majefty’s reign, after fatis- 
fying all charges and incumbrances thereupon, to the fifth of January 
1763, amounting to the fum of — — — 

III. That there be ilTued and applied fuch part of the fum of twenty 
thoufand pounds, granted to his .Majcfty in the laft feffion, upon account. 

Carried over, 


£. s. d. 


3,500,000 o o 


2,000,000 O O 


47.120 9 6 


247,120 9 6 


towards 
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O 

Brought over, 2,047,120 g 

towards defraying the charge of the pay of the militia of that part of Great 
Britain called England, when unembodied, and of the cloathing of the 
part of the faid militia then unembodied, for one year, beginning tlic 
twenty-fifth of March 1762^ as fhall remain in the receipt of the Exche- 
quer, after the faid charges are fatisfied. 

IV. That there be raifed by loans*or excliequVr bills to be charged up- ^ 

on the firft aids to be granted in the next fclfion ; and fiich exchequer 
bills, if not difeharged, with in tcreft thereupon, on, or before the fiftli 
of April 1764, to be exchanged, and received inpayment in fuch manner 
as exchequer bills have ufually btien exchanged and received in payment, i,8oc,cco o 


-5 

6 


3,847,120 9 6 


That an a&, made in the fixth year of his late Majefty King George 
II. entitled. An Aft for the better fecuring and encouraging the Trade 
to his Majefty’s Sugar Colonies in America; which w^as to continue in 
force for five years, to be computed from the twenty-fourth day of June 
1733, and to the end of the then next feffion^f Parliament, and which, 
by fevcral fubfequent a£ls, made in the eleventh, nineteenth, twenty* 
fixth, twenty-ninth, and thirty-firft years of the reign of his faid late 
Majefly, and an a£t, made in the firll year of the reign of his prefent 
Majefty, was further continued until the twenty-ninth day of September 
1763, and from thence to the end of the then next feflion of Parliament, 
be further continued, with amendments, until the twenty-ninth of Sep- 
tember 1764, and from thcncc to the end of the then next feflion of Par- 
liament. 

That an aft, made in the twenty-firft year of the reign of his late Ma- 
jefty King George IL entitled, An*Aft for encouraging the making of 
Indigo in the Britifli plantations in America; which was to continue in 
force for ftven years, from the twenty-fifth of March 1749, and from 
thence to the end of the then next feflion of Parliament, and which, by 
an aft, made in the twenty-eighth year of the relgi>of his faid b.te Ma- 
jcfl.y, was further continued until the twenty-fifth of March 1763, and 
from thence to the end of the then next feflion of Parliament, be further 
continued, with amendments, until the twenty-fifth of March 1770, and 
from thcncc to the end of the then next feflion of Parliament. 

Total fum provided for by this feflion, 14,199,375 16 

Provifions exceed the grants in the fum of 577?j35 i 


Befides what may arife from the faid third refolution of the committee of ways and means 
agreed to on the nineteenth of March ; therefore fome of the grants, or provifions, made I)y 
this felfton, muft be extremely deficient, if it Ihould be found neceflary hereafter to grant any 
thing for making good the deficiency of the grants for 1763. 

VoL. IV. D 





26 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 
1763 The debt of his Majefty’s navy, as it flood on the tliirty-firft of December, 1762, was as 


follows, viz» 

Wear and tear, ordinary and tranlports, 
Seamens wages, — 

Viftualling debt, — — 

Sick and wounded, &c. — 


— 3»034»394 I 5 

^ 3,223,297 15 2 

— 1,329,321 9 3 

113,628 15 5 

Total, 7,700,642 1 3 


From whence deducing the money in the trea- 1 

furcr’s bands, — — 503,616 15 3^-! 

As alfo the money that remained to' come in of the j 1 ) 771 jSi 7 6 it 

fupplies of the year, — — <,267,900 10 10 J 


The debt will then be, 


5,929,124 15 il‘ 


An account of all the public debts, at the receipt of the Exchequer, {landing out at the fifth 
of January, 1763, with the annual intereft or other charges payable for the fame. 

E X c H E <^u E R. Pf inclpal debt. Annual intcrejly &c. 

Annuities for long terms, being the remainder of s. d, £, s, d. 

the original fum contributed and unfubferibed to 

the South. Sea Company, — — 1,836,275 17 io|- 136,453 12 8 

Ditto for two lives, with the benefit of furvivor- 
fhip, being the original fum contributed, 108,100 o o 7>S67 o o 

Ditto for two and three lives, being the fura re- 
maining after what is fallen in by deaths, 75>505 14 9>1J5 12 O 

Exchequer bills made out for intereft of old debts, 2,200 o O 

Note, — The land taxes and duties on malt, being 
annual grants, arc not charged in this account, 
nor the one million charged on tlie deduftions 
of fix-pcnce per pound on penfions, nor the 
one million five hundred ihoufand pounds to- 
wards paying off the navy debt, &c, in 1762, 
nor the fum of one million Charged on the 
fupplies of the year 1763. 

East India Company. 

By two afts of Parliament, of the ninth of Wil- 
liam 111. and two other afts of the fixth and ninth 


of Anne, at three pounds per cent, per annum, 3,200,000 o o 

Annuities at three pounds pci cent, of 1744, 
charged on the furplus of the additional duties on 
low wines, fpirits, and flrong waters, 1,000,000 o o 


97,285 14. 4 
30,401 15 8 


Carried forward, 


6,222,081 12 gf 280,863 14 8 
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OF THE OR I G IN OF COMMERCE. 


1763 


Brought over, 
Bank of England. 

On their original fund at three pounds per cent, 
from the firft of Auguft, 1743? — 

For cancelling Excliequ^r bills of the third of 
George L — “ » ~ 

Purcliafod of the South Sea Company, • 

Annuities at three per cent, charged on the furplus 
of the funds for lottery 1714, — 

Ditto at three per cent, charged on the duties on 
coals fincc Lady*day, 1719, * — 

Ditto at three per cenu in 1746, charged on the 
the duties on licences for retailing fpivittious liquors, 
fincc Lady-day, 1746, •— 

Ditto at three per cent, char- 
ged on the finking fund by the 
25th, 28th, 29th, 32d, and 33d 
ofGeoigell. — 21,127,821 5 i] 

Ditto at three per cent, char- 
ged on the duties on offices and 
penfions,6cc. bythe25thGco.II, 500,000 o o 

Ditto at three per cent, char- 
ged on the additional duty on 
ftrong beer and ale, by the ill 
of George HI. — 12,000,000 o o 

Ditto at three per cent, charged on the finking 
fund by the 25th of George 11 . — 

Ditto at three and a half per cciit^chargcd on the 
fame fund by the 29th of George 11. — 

Ditto at three and a half per ccnt/charged on the 
duties on offices and pcnfions,by the 31ft of Geo. II. 
||||itto at four percent, charged on the linking, 
fund, by the aft of the 2d of George HI. 

The fubferibers of one hundred pounds to the lot- 
tery of 1745, were allowed an annuity for one 
life of nine fliillings a ticket, which amounted to 
twenty-two thoufand five hundred pounds, hut 
is now reduced by lives fallen in, to eighteen 
thoufand three hundred and fifty- four pounds ; 
and the fubferibers of one hundred pounds to the 
lottery of 1746, were allowed an annuity for one 
life of eighteen fliillings a ticket, which amounted 


Principal debt, 
6,222,08 T 12 9 


3.200.000 o o 

500,000 o o 
4,000,000 o o 

1.250.000 o o 

1.750.000 o o 

• 

986,800 o o 


33,627,821 5 1 


17,701,323 16 4 

1.500.000 O ' o 

4.500.000 o o 
20,240,000 o o 


Carried forward, 9S>47 8,026 14 2^ 

D 2 


Annual intcrejly^hc^ 
280,863 14 8 

100,000 o o 

15,000 o o 
121,898 3 5;- 

37.500 o o 

52.500 o o 

» 

29,604 O O 

Jr 1,027,588 5 8 


540,996 14 o 

53-343 o 
160,031 5 o 
820,985 o o 


3,240,310 17 9J 
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* • . Principal debt. 

Brought over, 9S»478|Oa6 14 

to forty-five thoufand pounds, hut is now redu- 
ced by Jives fallen in, to thirty-feven thoufand 
two hundred and ninety-eight ])oimds ten flul- 
lings ; and the fubferibers for one liuiidrcd pounds , 

for three percent, annuities of 1 757, were allowed ^ 
an annuity for one Jife of one pound two fliillings 
and fix-pence, whicli amounted to tliirty-tltrec 
thoufand feven hundred and fifty pounds, but is 
now reduced by lives fallen in, to thirty-two 
thoufand five hundred and eighty-five j>ounds ' 
fevcntceii fiiiliings and fix-pence; and the fub- 
feribers of one hundred^pounds for three per cent* 
annuities of 1761, were allowed an annuity for 
ninety-nine years of one pound two fiiiliings and 
fix-pence, amounting, with the charges of ma- 
nagement, to the Bank of England, to one hun- 
dred and thirty thoufand and fifty-thrcoi pounds 
ten fiiiliings and three-pence ; which annuities 
arc an incrcafe of the annual intcreft, but cannot 
be added* to the public debt, as no money was ad- 
vanced for the fame: and the contributors to 
twelve millions, , for the fervicc of the year 1762, 
were entitled to an annuity of one per cent, per 
annum, to continue for ninety-eight years, and 
then to ceafe ; which, with the charges of manage- 
ment to the Bank of England, amount to the fum 
of one hundred and twenty-one thoufand fix , 
hundred and cighty-feven pounds ten (hillings. 

South Sea Company. 

On their capital ftock and annuities of the ninth 
of George I. — ^3 z 

Annuities at three pound per cent, of 1751, char- 
ged on the finking fund, — 2,IOO,CXX) o o 


Annual &c. 

3>HO>3io 17 95' 


309,979 7 9 

765,3211 
64,181 5 o 


122,603,336 8 4.379.797 13 8 


According to the bills of mortality of London for this year, tlic chriftenings and burials were 


as follows : 

Chiiftencd, Males, 
Females, 

— 

7,761 

7.37* 

Buried, Males, 

Females, 


*3* *47 
12,996 

In all. 


*5.133 

In all. 


26.143 


The 



aF THE ORXGXH OF COMMERCE. 


1763 The general hiftorian would be induced, in this place, to cxercifc the pleafing power of re- 
capitulatory obfervation. — He would, as it were, officially enumerate the leading events of the 
late important period, direft the attention of his reader to their immediate contingencies, and 
perhaps take a prophetic flight into the region of futurity, and bring their more remote confe- 
quences to his confideration. A comparative view of the different nations who had lately 
formed thofe grand alliances, ]>eneath whofe*powerful ftrnggles all Europe trembled, from the 
commencement of the war, to the ^cjnclufion of peace, would occupy his attention, and em- 
ploy his pen. As a Briton, he would trace, wlfti no common ardour, the career of Britifli 
glory in every quarter of the globe, and dwell with the inoft exulting triumph on the punilhed 
perfidy and blaftcd ambition of ilic Houfc of Bourbon. 

But though we may feel all the glowing enthufiafm with which, the remembrance of fuch a 
glorious period muft naturally inVpire every patriotic bofom, we muft content onrfcivcs with 
fulfilling the duty affigncd us to perform, and perfevere in that path which is traced out for 
us. The plume of glory, and the laurel of vidfory, muft yields in our page, to the horn of 
plenty, which is the offspring of commerce.. It is our office to trace public profperity through 
tlie exertions of national iiiduftry, direfted by commercial genius, inrtead of looking for it in 
the more ftriking, but lefs happy progrefs of war and conq.ueft. 

We may however obferve, that peace now extended itl'clf over every part of Europe; and 
the late belligerent nations began to confidcr of the different means they refpcdively poffefied 
of healing the wounds they had received daring the late war. I'o the north, Rullia fettled, 
in the moft amicable manner, her difpute with Denmark concerning^ the dutcl^y of Holftcin ; 
and, to the fouth, the King of Sardinia obtained a confirmation of that part of the treaty of 
Aix la Chapelle, which eftablifticd his reverfionary title to Placentia, on failure of the male 
line of the Infant Don Philip, or in cafe that Prince or his iffue fhould fucceed to the crowns 
of his family. 

The Corficans, indeed, muft form a little hoftilc groupc in our piAurc of peace ; they were 
Hill ftruggbng for their liberties againft their tyrannic matters, the Genoefe ; — and wc caimol 
help remarking in this place, the neceffiiy wdiich will oblige us to record in another, — that 
they ftrugglcd in vain. • 

The fucceffes of the late war had now added a large extent of territory to the Brltilh empire ; 
and the national trade confcquenlly pofieffed a variety of new objedls, and claimed many addi- 
tional regulations, to clireft that internal energy with which an unparalleled ferles of fuccefila 
fe 4 p|H to have infpired it. This, therefore, may beconfidered as an important cpocha in the 
commerce of our country*; and as that cornpad, refiftlcfs union of its parts began very foon to 
difcover fymptoms of feparation, wc fliall now offer, as an interefting and very important part 
of commercial hiftory, a regular flatement of every fifth year of the imports and exports of the 
trade of Great Britain, during the courfe of the current century to the year 1763 ; as a kind of 
fcalc, by which the progrefs of our national trade may be clearly meafured, and its variations 
generally compared. 

The following Tables, which contain tliis ufeful and ready information, arc taken from the 
annual accounts given in to the Houfc of Commons ; and may, therefore, be prefumed to pof- 
fefs all the accuracy which official care could beftow upon them. 


IM- 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1700, to 
Countries. _ Imparts. 

i. s. d. 


Africa* — — 

21,074 19 8^ 

Canaries, — • — . 

J > 9-773 13 35 - 

Denmark and Norway, — 

58,773 9 IO|. 

Eaft Country, — 

, 167,382 , 4 lOj- 

Eaft India, 

762,188 7 3 

Flanders, — 

65,123 19 2 

France, — — . 

123,940 — 9 

Germany, — — 

729,097 i8 9^ 

Holland, r — — 

, 521, 257 - 16 -V 

Ireland, — 

285,390 18 ij- 

Italy, — — 

384,937 10 —i 

Madeira s, — — 

1,614 8 loj 

Newfoundland, — 

19,696 18 2’- 

Portugal, — — 

206,924 6 4^- 

Ruflia, — — 

90,581 13 

Scotland, — — . 

* 73,988 18 ii| 

Spain, — — 

532,691 1 loj: 

Streigh^s, — — 

Sweden, — * 

190,509 18 5;- 

Turkey, — . — . 

386,611 2 9 

Venice, — — 

56,801 9 6.|. 

Alderney, — 

718 — 2j: 

Guernfey, ^ 

7.834 16 — 

jerfey, — — 

12,888 5 5;- 

Antigua, — • 

82,110 6 9 

Barbadoes, — — 

280,678 ' 4 3^ 

Bermudas, ^ ^ 

1.079 >7 

Carolina, — — 

16,973 6 3 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 

5 5 “— 

Jamaica, 

235,214 14 iij 

Montferrat, — 

31,569 5 4-» 

Nevis, •— — . 

87.447 — 8 

New England, — 

32,656 7 2 

New Providence, — 

982 6 — 1 

New York, ^ 

> 8,547 3 6 

Pcnnfylvauia, — 

5,220 6 3 

St. Chriflopher’s, — 

21,581 9 10 

Virginia and Maryland, — . 

235-738 >8 

Foreign coin and bullion, 


Totals, 5,869,606 9 10 


Exports exceed the Imports, 


Christmas 1701. 

Exports. 

C- d. 

»33>499 2 « 
40,735 10 9 
44^695 8 i i- 
149,644 26 6 
122,048 I 5i- 
270,564 6 6;- 
212,708 7 
1,005,304 5 6 
2,138,569 8 —A 
296,144 7 7' 

135,202. 2 7 

12,444 17 
9.'S6 6 5;- 

277,209 4 10 

69,201 10 4|. 
56,802 2 2 
430»SiS 4 94 
389,167 16 2;- 
70,806 19 2^ 

239,102 2 2 8 
65,401 12 4J 
40 13 — 
7,681 19 2 

8,516 12 4J. 

27.963 13 10 

182,045 15 4A 
1,065 4j 
13,908 8 3i- 
1,658 9 8t 

* 105,234 12 8 

2,191 15 io|. 
19,417 10 10-J 
86,322 13 11^ 



6 

6-|. 

12»003 

16 

10 

2,396 

I 


199,683 

2 

34 

7S’.>87 

12 

10 

7,621,053 

6 

5 t 

>,751.446 

16 

H 



or THE ORIOIH OF COMMERCE. 

A* P* ’ 

1763 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Chkistm as 1704, to Christmas 1705. 


Countries, 


Imports, 


Exports, 




£■ 

d : 

C 

s . 


Africa, — — 


8,679 * 

I-T 

65, 104 

1 6 

3 

Canaries, — 

— 

24.949 '9 

54 

19.301 

4 


Denmark and Norway, 

— 

81,348 18 

1 1 

43-3 ' 9 

; 

1 

Eaft Country, — 

— 

96,451 2 


lO", '; l 

10 


Eaft India, — 


391-^74 17 


27,004 

14 

■> 4 ' 

Flanders, — 

— ’ 

— 

— 


l 

3 

Germany, — 

— ‘ 

676,381 8 

•4^ 

9 "' 8 .i ._4 

*3 

4 

Holland, — 

— 

572,209 15 

ll 

1,71 5, O'-’ 

0 

6i- 

Ireland, — — • 


279.992 j 

2j 

244-0,-7 

6 

6} 

Italy, — , — • 


173,996 10 

' 9 . 

154-166 

9 

1 1 

Madeiras, — 

— 

8,285 »S 

8*: 

19.498 

7 

It 

Newfoundland, — 

— 

5,008 15 

9 

8, 596 

0 

4 i- 

Portugal, — 


222,542 19 

5 i- 

8 18.995 

16 

7 t 

Ruffia, , — 


142,134 10 

7 t 

74.247 

1 

I't 

Scotland, — 

— 

57,902 12 

o-J 

50.035 

13 

2t 

Spain, — ~ 


9 

00 

10 

22,827 

7 

6 

Streights, — 

— 


— 

196,118 

18 

ii| 

Sweden, — — 


205.856 9 

7-4 

46,747 

5 


Turkey, — — 


50,874 n 

8|- 

90.445 

8 

4 l 

V cnicc, — — • 


49,110 I 

It 

17.534 

9 

8t 

Alderney, — 


20 TO 

0 

30 

0 

0 

Guernfey, — 

— 

7.438 9 

11 

4,001 

19 

8 t 

jerfey, — ~ 


12,521 6 

lO-l 

1.765 

6 

4 

Antigua, — 

— 

104,278 5 

I 

22,092 

5 

10'- 

Barbadoes, — 


353.578 18 

4 t 

127,906 

8 

0 

Bermudas, — 

• 


— 

61 

2 

ir 

Carolina, — — 


2,698 18 

0 

19,788 

6 

8 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 



— 

2,021 

10 

oi 

Jamaica, — — 

- 

75.388 3 

4 

125,047 

17 

7 t 

Montferrat, — 

— 

29,702 ^14 

3 t 

6,604 

H 

8^. 

Nevis, — • — 


121,576’ I 

3 t 

20,607' 

0 

4 t 

New England, — 


22.793 4 

8t 

62,504 

0 

lOt 

New York, — 


7.393 > 

4 

27,902 

14 

9 t 

Pcnrifylvania, — 


1,309 17 

7 

7,206 

10. 

3 t 

St. CliriHophcr’s, — 


22.053 14 

4 t 

3 ’ 59 < 

12 

It 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 

116,768 17 

8t 

174*322 

^7 

3 t 

Weft Indies in general, 

— 


— 

31,765 

9 

St 

Prize goods, — 

— 

96,084 II 

4 -} 



■ — 

Foreign coin and bullion, 



““ 

192,711. 

5 

0 

Totals, — 


4,031,649 14 

I0| 

5.501.677 

11 

2| 


Exports exceed the Imports, 


31 


1,470,027 16 4 
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1763 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1709, to Christmas 1710. 

Countries. Imports. Exports, 




£• 

Sm 

d. 


s • 

d . 

Africa, — — 

— 

14.436 

2 

4 x 

69,459 

2 

*4 

Canaries, 

— 

27,266 

*5 

10 

21,488 

6 

44 

Denmark and Norway, 

— 

60,852 

7 

3 

31.57* 

8 

11 

Daft Country, — 

— 

j 14.999 

6 

sf 

29,634 

5 

5 i- 

Daft India, . — 


248,266? 

‘s 

ij- 

126,310 

5 

34 

Flanders, — - 

•— 

10,494 

5 

T- 

127,080 

2 

6; 

France, ~ ~ 




— 

41,101 

12 

— 

Germany, •— 

— 

457,878 t4 

4 

975.803 

19 

4 

Holland, — ~ 


637.447 

* 7 ' 

9 t 

2,071,306 

12 

74 

Ireland, * — 

— 

310,846 

— 

H 

285,424 

2 

9 

Italy, ~ — 

■ — 

169,654 

16 

1 1 

126,089 

I 

2 

Madeiras, — ‘ — 


6,536 

8 

3 

*7.318 

*7 

4 

Newfoundland, 

— . 

13.965 

I 

4 

11,874 

8 

7 

Portugal, — 

— 

i 9 ®>i *3 

— 

8,^ 

614,63s 

I 

8i 

Ruffia, — — 

— 

115.725 

6 

1 i 

212,318 

lO 

X 

1 

I 

— 

< 271,401 

*9 

lOj- 

215.935 

7 

4 

Streights, «— 


870 

10 

5 

275.385 

3 

6J- 

Sweden, — ' — 


*73.585 

lO 

2 

27,620 

3 

74 

Turkey, ~ 

— 

11,610 


10;- 

417,690 

2 

5i 

Venice, — ~ 

•— 

42.756 

9 

3i 

45,960 

‘5 

t 

Alderney, *— 

— 

24 

18 

— 

102 

4 

3 

Guernfey, — 

— 

14,126 

12 

4 

9.769 

16 

54 

jerfey, — — 

— 

16,429 

7 

10 

7.094 

16 

5-4 

Antigua^ — ~ 


*71.592 

3 

5 

26,954 15 

' 3 

Barbadoes, — 

— 

230.047 

*4 

2i 

64,223 

1 1 

9 

Bermudas, — — 

- 



— — 

1,228 

2 

5 

Carolina, — ~ 


20,793 

9 


*9.613 

18 

iij 

Hudfon*s Bay, — - 




— 

1,160 

4 

34 

Jamaica, ~ ~ 


213,990 

— 

6 i . 

59.993 

*5 

8 y 

Montferrat, — 

— 

24,805 

13 

lO-J 

2,369 

*5 

10 

Nevis, — — 

— 

95.825 

1 1 

2 

10,640 

16 

lO-J 

New England, — 

— 

31.112 

*7 

11 

106,338 

6 

4 

New York, ~ 

- 

8,203 

18 

24 

S'*. 475 

— 

94 

Pcnnfylvania, — 

— 

1,277 

2 

7 

8,594 

14 

54 

St. Chriftophers, 

— 

44.243 

10 

74 

3.698 

18 

8 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 

1.88,429 

8 

6 

127,639 

— 

54 

Weft .Indies in general. 

— 

5.164 

I 

9 l 

34.383 

4 

114 

Prize goods, — 

— 

64,567 

18 

104 



— 

Forcigncom and bullion, 




— — 

395,620 

“ 

10 

TotaU, 


4,011,341 

7 

44 

6,690,828 

*5 

24 


£x|>oits exceed the Imports, 

2,679,487 

7 

xo 
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1763 IMPORT^ and EXPORTS# Christmas 

Countries^ Imports, 

1714, 

d. 

to Christmas 
Expor 

1 - 

17 ^ 5 - 

ts, 

s. d. 

Africa, ~ 

— 

30,096 12 

6 

51,912 

6 

2 

Canaries, — 


68,556 I 

I 

46,218 

16 

10 

Denmark and Norway, 


103,107 8 

It 

49.744 

6 

1 i 

Eaft Country, “ 


94.951 ” 

7 

50.S14 

.7 

) 

Eafl India, — 


5791944 4 

2 

36.997 

12 

6 

Flanders, — 

— 

25,103 16 

1 

251,049 

I 

8 

France, — 

— 

47.127 15 

2 

1 1 1,019 

12 

7 

Germany, — 


656,417 15 

4 

S77.515 

>9 

1 

Holland, — 

• 

436.588 3 

10 

1.945.738 

7 

10 

Ireland, — , 

‘ — 

389.437 I 

0 

420,062 

1 1 

5 

Italy, — 

•— 

428,903 15 

I 

. >61,534 

5 

6 

Madeiras, — 

— 

7.149 13 

9 

57.564 

9 

2 

Newfoundland, 

— 

21,288 2 . 

2 

8, 1 20 

I 

10 

Portugal, — 

— 

333.385 6 

0 

625,381 

9 

9 

Ruflia, — 

— 

241,876 7 

1 1 

>05.153 

10 

0 

Spain, — - 

— 

30«,8o7 7 

10 

395,868 

9 

3 

Straights, — 

■ 

30,041 I 

7 

380,696 

5 

8 

Sweden, — 

- 

165,631 10 

9 

37.23,5 

7 

1 

Turkey, — 


311,903 10 

5 

181,109 

7 

r 

Venice, — 

— 

61,197 17 

8 

29,382 

8 

2 

Alderney, — 

— 

67 12 

0 

434 

7 

6 

Guernfey, — 

- 

6,663 M 

3 

25,067 

12 

9 

Jerfey, — 

— 

9,147 11 

4 

15.136 

I 

2 

Antigua, — 

— 

162,503 17 

9 

27.032 

5 

9 

Barbadocs, — 

— 

386,787 7 

3 

144.649 

3 

10 

Bermudas, — 

- 

523 7 

10 

1,809 17 

n 

Carolina, — 

— 

29.158 0 

5 

16,631 

>9 

I 

Fludfon’s Bay, — 

- 


— 

1,402 

iS 

8 

Jamaica, — 

— 

273' 747 3 

6 

1 10,870 

7 

4 

Montferrat, — 


30.675. 8 

9 

4.476 

1 1 

6 

Nevis, •— 

— 

88,161 17 

I 

9,498 

14 

0 

New England, — 

— 

66,555 ^2 

8 

164,650 

7 

6 

New York, — 

- 

21,316 19 

10 

54.629 

1 

5 

Pennfylvania, — 

- 

5,461 4 

9 

16,182 

7 

7 

St. Chriftopher’s, — 

- 

57.536 3 

0 

4,077 

3 

9 

Virginia and Maryland, 

- 

174.756 4 

6 

199,274 

>7 

1 

Well Indies in general. 


2,366 9 

8 

106,629 

0 

11 

Spanifli Weft ladies. 

— 


— 

196,691 

*7 

i 

Foreign coin and bullion. 



— 

457 >i 45 

lO 

3 

Totals, 

— 

5,640,943 >6 

5 

7.379.409 

0 

8 

VoL. IV. 

Exports 

exceed the Imports, 
E 

*.738.465 

4 

3 
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A. D. 

1763 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1719, to Christmas 1720. 

Countrki. Imferts, Exports, 

s, d, s, d. 


Africa, — 

— 

25,307 1 8 

>30.350 14 >1 

Canaries, — 

— 

39,642 13 3 

19,845 11 8 

Denmark and Norway, 

T- 

- 112,263 8 I 

. 129,674 — 4, 

Eaft Country, — 

— 

,.i09»SS7 >5.10 

98,968 13 4 

Eaft India, — 

- 

931,441 10 11 

83,811 19 9 

Flanders, — - 


30,836 14 s 

213,782 19 — 

France, — . 

— 

69,758 15 3 

192,372 13 8 

Germany, — 


508,432 10 8 

760,224 13 3 

Holland, * — 

— 

.482,085 4 2. 

1,915,112 6 — . 

Ireland, ' 

— 

282,812 — 7 

328,583 15 5 

Italy, ~ • 

— 

436,169 12 7 

123,292 15 9 

Madeiras, 


.4,628 17 4 

39.338 7 6 

Newfoundland, — 

— 

14,643 12 3 

>>.859 3 9 

Portugal, — 


319,476 3 9 

775.835 >7 3 

Ruffia, ~ 

— 

^169,932 12 9 

92,229 1 8 

Spain, ~ 

— 

*251,984 19 2 

499,324 8 — 

Streights, — 


43,014 9 9 

342.715 4 3 

Swedciif ~ 

— 

>9>»3S2 5 11 

>>1.555 7 4 

T urkey, ~ 

— 

398,564 9 6 

359.838 >7 >0 

Venice, — 

— 

38.370 1 3 

19,836 18 5 

Alderney, — 

— 

35 

257 1 6 

Guernfey, — 

— 

11,699 >4 3 

24.371 6 6 

Jerfey, — 

— 

>3.795 >4 >0 

13,184 15 5 

Antigua, — 


172,006 5 6 

i 8,2()C 17 c 

Barbadoes^ — » 

— * 

312,962 19 9 

91,01 1 15 — 

Bermudas, — . 

— 

1,897 I'o 7 

2,172 g 'Z 

Carolina, — 

— 

62,736 6 8 

18,290 12 II 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 

— 

10,947 2 3 

1,897 9 9 

Jamaica, ~ 

— 

384,691 5 3 

85,632 6 10 

Montferrat, — 

t 

39.51 > 9 9 

2.965 5 — 

Nevis, — 

— 

7 >.695 4 3 

8,302 8 1 1 

New England, — 

— 

49,206 12 6 

lO 

00 

Vi 

New York, 


16,836 12 7 

37.397 19 5 

Pennfylvania, — 

— 

7,928 14 10 

24.531 15 2 

St. Chriftopher’s, — 

— 

136,710 — 2 

12,009 7 6 

Virginia and Maryland, 


331,482 2 5 

110,717 17 10 

Weft Indies in general, 

— 

5,666 — - 5 

82.539 *9 7 

Foreign coin and bullion, 

— 


1,025,829 16 6 

Totals, 

6,090,083 15 I 

7,936.728 16 6 


1,846,654 I 5 


Exports exceed the Imports, 
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17O3 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1724, ioChristmas 172J. 


Countries^ 


Imports, 

Export.^, 





I, 

Africa, — 

— 

67,514 4 — 

284,024 15 

10 

Canaries, — 

— 

45-360 6 

45,263 II 

K) 

Denmark and Norwt^, 

— 

106,909 9 7 

62,481 8 

1 i 

Eaft Country, — 

— 

209,149 3 u 

105,029 8 

4 

Eaft India, — 

• • 

7^,778 12 3 

93.795 >2 

I 

Flanders, — 

— 

72,610 2 5 

256,852 17 

1 

F ranee, — 

— 

46,572 13 1 

389,916 8 


Germany, •— 

— 

759,969 18 I 

J.039.375 17 

6 

Greenland, — • 

— 

4,262 15 2 

24 18 

4 

Holland, r- 

— 

563,684 8 4 

*^777.724 12 

T 

] reland, ~ 

— 

333,870 18 5 ^ 

474.836 13 

6 

Italy, •— 

— 

529,424 14 11 

151.952 19 

2 

Madoiras, — 

— 

4,049 19 10 

66,672 18 

8 

Newfouijdland, — 

— 

19,243 5 11 

22,528 2 

5 

Portugal, — 

— 

410,967 15 9 

780,992 9 

6 

Ruffia, — 

— • 

350,315 6 n 

24,847 14 

IG 

Spain, — 

— 

437,823 19 5 

636,192 17 

5 

Streights, — - 

— 

98,824 -- 9 

515.633 J7 

— 

Sweden, — 

— 

161,884 14 7 

38.524 IS 

8 

Turkey, — 

— 

345-S79 17 ” 

252,317 9 

1 

Venice, ^ — 


34,273 3 1 1 

18,614 6 

1 1 

Alderney, ~ 

— 

152 17 9 

497 >2 

6 

Guernfey, — 

— 

7,639 I 8 

30,281 13 

I 

jerfey, — 

— 

9,472 9 — 

13.353 9 

II 

Antigua, — 

— 

217,452 16 9 

35.873 8 

3 

Barbadocs, — 

-TT 

360,912 — 2 

107,008 I 

4 

Bermudas, ~ 

— 

4,829 12 2 

7.213 H 

9 

Carolina, — 

— 

91,942 13 7 

39,182 12 

8 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 

— 

11,343 17 7 

2,4:0 17 

1 

Jamaica, — 

— 

449, 4q8 17 4 

182,883 18 

4 

Montferrat, — 

— 

44,322 5 — 

3.385 16 

I 

Nevis, — 

— 

86,646 II 10 

7.412 5 

4 

New England, — 

— 

72,021 12 6 

201,768 — 

4 

New York, — 

— 

24.976 5 3 

70,650 8 - 

— 

Pennfylvania, — 

— 

11,981 1 3 

42,209 14 

2 

St. Cliriftopher’s, — 

— 

200,442 4 I 

19,982 5 

3 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 

214,730 2 2 

195,884 11 

6 

Weft Indies in general. 

— 

4,428 10 — 

239,603 6 

8 

Spanifh Weft Indies, 

— 

20,136 — 10 

244,876 16 

3 

Foreign coin and bullion^ 



2,870,598 5 

6 

I'otals, 

7,094,708 8 6 

11,352,480 11 

4 


Exports exceed the Imports, 

4,257,772 2 10 


E a 



36 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL D E D IT C T 1 O M 

A. 1 ), 

J763 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1729, to Christmas 1730^ 


Countries* 


Imports* 

Exports^ 

Africa, — 


£. 57,c8i 18 10 

£* 260,690 2 7 

Canaries, — 


22,738 19 6 

33.565 15 6 

Denmark and Norway, 

— 

95.715 10 3 

51,494 12 7 

Eaft Country, — . 

— 

190.540 19 8 , 

136.93s 6 9 

Eaft India, — 

— 

1.059.759 1.8, ir 

135,484 I I 

Flanders, — 

— 

' 100,213 9 7 

278,717 9 I 

France, — 

— 

40,834 12 2 

290,505 9 8 

Germany, — 

— 

831,390 II 8 

1,092,490 9 I 

Greenland, — 

— 


462 10 9 

Holland, , — 

— 

568,102 15 II 

1,766,526 15 6 

Ireland, — 

— 

294,156 4 4 

. 532,698 19 5 

Italy, — •— 

— 

490,694 0 3 

50,739 8 0 

Madeiras, — 

— 

. 6,365 7 2 

40.831 5 3 

Newfoundland, — 

— 

28,954 12 6 

21.725 3 9 

Portugal, — 

— 

228,118 9 6 

1,015,754 15 3 

Rullia, — 

— 

258,802 I 6 

46,275 7 S 

Spain, — 

— 

*518,972 6 8 

777,949 6 II 

Streights, — 

— 

136,488 5 3 

494,735 14 3 

Swedcr\, — 

— 

191,022 15 7 

15,271 11 II 

Turkey, — 

— 

291,786 17 1 

174,103 13 2 

Venice, — 

— 

57,916 14 0 

12,928 I 0 

Alderney, — 

— 

77 H 8 

501 12 0 

Guerniey, — 


8,660 0 4 

17,689 0 0 

jerfey, — 

— 

ro.393 7 9 

19,878 19 2 

Antigua, — 

— 

268,801 9 3 

32,582 11 4 

Barbadoes, — 

— 

368,326 18 9 

118,240 3 5 

Bermudas, — 

— 

329 II 4 

68 10 0 

Carolina, — 

— 

151^739 ^7 ^ 

64,785 11 s 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 

— 

12,466 4 11 

2,31s 3 9 

Jamaica, 

— 

533.517 19 8 

155,566 10 8 

MonUerrat, — 

— , 

65.599 14 2 

3’755 15 3 

Nevis, — 

— 

87,229 i8 11 

7.655 17 2 

New England, — 

— 

0 

0 

208,196 5 5 

New Providence, 

— 

226 10 2 


N ew Y ork, — 

— 

8,740 11 3 

64,356 16 6 

Nova Scotia, — 

— 

176 6 9 


Pennfylvania, — 

— 

10,582 1 4 

48,592 7 5 

St* Chriftopher's, 

— 

248,135 16 3 

30,723 6 4 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 

346,823 2 3 

1 50.93 1 6 5 

Weft Indies in general, 

— 

7.877 12 2 

147,260 19 5 

Spanilh Weft Indies, 

— 

125,956 15 7 

245.995 4 1 

Foreign coin and bullion, 

— 


3.425.153 6 3 

Totals, 

— 

7,780,019 9 2 

11.974.13S 14 11 


Exports exceed the Imports, 

4,194,116 5 9 



A. 

1763 


©P THE OEIGIH OP COMMERCE. 


IMPORT'? and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1734, to Christmas 1733. 


Cij unities . 


Imports , 

l - 

Exports . 

/ j . s . d . 

Africa, — 

— 

41.663 14 s 

138,659 0 2 

Canaries, — “ 

— 

24, III 7 0 

34,633 0 8 

Denmark and Norway,* 

— 

93.507 2 4 

57.570 1 3 

Eaft Country, — - 


20 S.J 53 ” 0 

120,344 5 3 

Eaft India, — 

— 

1,297 400 7 5 

186,375 4 5 

Flanders, — 

— 

165 351 12 10 

241,981 12 6 

France, — 

— 

71.5S4 19 0 

228,462 I 6 

Germany, — 

• 

835.1S0 13 7 

1.197.776 13 0 

Holland, — 


5 -4,625 1 3 6 

1.934.837 8 0 

Ireland, — * 

— 

417,421 19 9 

769,244 15 6 

Italy, — — 

— 

497,064 10 n • 

162,4.61 13 3 

Madeiras, — 

— 

4,050 19 2 

23,947 8 6 

Newfoundland, 

— 

30,101 12 6 

25.535 0 0 

Portugal, — 

— 

358,056 8 lO 

1.045.533 11 0 

Ruffia, — 

— 

252,068 4 8 

54.33s 14 8 

Spain, — 

— 

659.602 2 I 

761,760 I 3 

Sticights, — 

— 

9 S- 34 « 19 S 

802,745 0 9 

Sweden, — 

— 

213,850 9 5 

25,514 17 6 

Turkey, — 

— 

126,1- I 12 7 

292,797 lO 1 

\/ cnice, — 

— 

S 2 »i 73 ^ ” 

20,417 5 8 

Aid rncy, — 

— 

SS <> 2 

478 15 8 

Gvjcrnlcy, — 

— 

18,672 15 2 

41,101 13 0 

jerfey, — 

— 

8,840 IS 2 

26,394 14 5 

Antigua, — 

— 

284,480 0 0 

44.203 15 3 

Baihadocs, — 

— 

201,973 8 8 

52,09b 13 5 

Bermudas, — 

• 

125 9 10 

285 14 10 

Carolina, — 

— 

>45-348 7 1 1 

3 < 

Georgia, — 

— 

3,cio 16 II 

12,112 13 2 

Fludlon s Bay, ~ 

— 

9-479 8 2 

2,232 17 11 

Jamaica, — 

— 

525,^95 *12 I 

13^^49^ *3 5 

Montierrat, — 

— 

94-5.50 0 8 

6,559 16 2 

Nevis, — 

— 

67.370 13 0 

7,152 10 7 

New Enrlnnd, — 

— 

72.899 15 6 

189,125 5 7 

New Providence, 

— 

322 II 8 

3^5 i C) 

New York, — 

— 

14,155 8 2 

80,405 9 4 

Pennfylvania, — 

— 

21,919 6 3 

48,804 11 4 

St, Chrillopher’s, 

— 

286,839 10 6 

19,808 8 7 

Virginia and Mar viand, 

— 

394.995 >2 5 

220,381 6 9 

Wed Indies in general, 

— 

26,746 19 TO 

172,095 0 2 

SpanilK Wed Indies, 

_ 

16,989 15 6 

9.956 14 u 

Foreign coin and bullion, 



4,215.303 2 9 

Totals, 


8,160,184 0 11 

13-544.144 7 0 


Exports exceed the Imports, 

5.383.960 6 I 
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A. r>. 

1763 


A K HtSTORICAt 

AND C HRONOLOG IC A L 

OEDOCTtOH 

IMPORTS ana EXPORTS, from Christmas 1739, to Christmas 

1740. 

Countries, 

Import s* 

Exports* 


s. d. 

£■ 

S * 

d. 

Africa, — 

— 62,787 11 7 

110,543 


— - 

Canaries, — 

— 2,565 >3 2 


— 

— 

Denmark and Norway, 

— 89,496 19 3 

70,536 

— 

I 

Eall Country, — . 

— 199,623 10 7 

135.480 

7 

10 

Eaft India, — 

-4 870,476*12 7 

281,751 

4 

9 

Flanders, — 

— 251,123 12 8 

402,697 

5 

2 

France, — 

— 67;o94 2 7 

225,060 

I 


Germany, — 

— 747.795 9 3 

1,091,061 

7 

6 

Holland, — 

— 403,664 6 6 

1,754,204 

*5 

4 

Ireland, * — 

— ,390.565 — ■ 7 . 

628,288 

9 

4 

Italy, — ^ 

— 462,770 — ii 

141,781 

10 


Madciras, — 

— 3,019 — 7 


15 

8 

Newfoundland, — 

-- ' 43.588 8 6 

21,562 

7 

2 

Portugal, — 

— 201,603 7 2 

789,046 

*7 

6 

Ruflia, — 

— 300, 75 t t2 — 

62,287 

8 

8 

Spain, •— 

— » 229,134 10 6 

101,635 

18 

8 

Streights, — 

— 74,386 8 9 

1)05,685 14 


Swedcri, — 

— 180,839 17 i 

15.557 

H 

S 

Turkey, — 

— 26,787 7 3 

150.374 19 

4 

Venice, — 

— 62,044 8 9 

12,158 

— 

— 

Alderney, — 

— 194 14 — 

562 

— 

2 

Guernfey, * — 

— 58,279 9 8 

62,700 

II 

7 

Jerfey, 

-- 24,483 17 9 

13,816 

2 

4 

Antigua, — 

— 172,129 II 4 

36,708 

5 

4 

Barbadocs, — 

~ 228,811 15 6 

81,859 

17 

9 

Bermudas, — 

— 1^4 £2 — 

632 

^3 

10 

Carolina, — 

— 266,560 4 5 

181,821 

H 

1 1 

Georgia, — 

— 924 9 8 

3.524 

7 

7 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 

— 11,869 3 7 

3.837 

2 

8 

Jamaica, — 

•— 507,624 19 4 

194,697 

I 

i 

Montferrat, — 

— 7t.535 t6 11 

4.838 

8 

5 

Nevis, — 

— 36.309 15 3 

4.254 

15 

6 

New England, — 

— 72.389 *6 2 

171,081 

2 

5 

New Providence, 

— 

685 

— 

— 

New York, — 

— 21,498 — 5 

118,777 

8 

10 

Pcnnfyivania, — 

15.048 12 — 

56,75* 

H 

9 

St. Chriflopher’s, 

— 168,698 15 9 

19,260 

18 

6 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 34 t .997 JO It 

281,428 

10 

II 

Weft Indies in general^ 

— 5.339 5 It 

320,328 

1 

4 

Spanifli Weft Indies, 

— 202 8 9 


— 

— 

Prize goods, — 

. 29.747 I© It 

27.736 

3 

I 

Foreign coin and bullion. 



672,151 

3 

— 

Totals, 6,703.778 to 6 

8,869,939 15 

5 


Exports exceed the Imports, 

2,166,161 

4 

11 
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A. D. 

1763 


IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1744, to Christmas 1745. 


Countries . 


Imports , 

Exports . 



£• 

£■ s . 


Africa, 

— 

11,031 — II 

71.399 *i 

— 

Denmark and Norway, 

— 

92,823 12 5 

68,895 16 

8 

Eaft Country, — • 

— 

230,039 18 11 

142,909 8 

— 

Eaft India, — 


973.705 >3 6 

293.113 12 

10 

Flanders, ~ 

— 

16,92b 7 9 

143.863 — 

4 

France, — 

•— 

1,200 5 10 

54,688 II 

IX 

Germany, — 

— 

674,507 14 11 

1,486,157 7 

6 

Holland, — 

— 

43 *.374 9 8 

2,278,018 10 

2 

Ireland, — 

# 

1,441,498 13 — 

910,920 4 

— 

Italy, — • ^ 

- 

455,293 2 — 

88,106 4 

3 

Madeiras, 

— 

2.395 II — 

• 21,966 11 

6 

Newfoundland, — 

— 

28,488 I 5 

28,302 17 

4 

Portugal, “ 

— 

418,452 9 10 

1,065,156 9 

6 

Rullia, ~ 

— 

294.702 13 9 

62,672 3 

8 

Spain, — 

— 

168,352 15 2 

82,681 3 

8 

Streights, ~ 

— 

7,6^4 4 8 

422,615 10 

9 

Sweden, — 

— 

250,707 II 10 

30.310 8 

4 

Turkey, — 

— 

225,797 12 9 

780,8 

— 

Venice, — 

— 

46,445 14 6 

20,551 10 

6 

Alderney, — - 

— 

49 10 — 

427. 5 

II 

Guernfey, — 

— 

3®.377 5 7 

37.202 .4 

1 

Jerfey, •— 

— 

27,360 17 5 

13.955 6 

10 

Antigua, — 

— 

188,650 16 11 

32.769 4 

— 

Barbadocs, — 

— 

165,779 II 8 

90,813 13 

10 

Bermudas, — 

— 

123 3 — 

487 4 

2 

Cape Breton, — 

...M. • 


203 II 

10 

Carolina, — 

— 

91.847 5 3 

86,815 13 

6 

Georgia, — 

— 


939 14 

i 

Hud ion’s Bay, — 

— 

11,380 16 4 

3,790 10 

3 

Jamaica, — 

— 

358,385 9 ^ 

131,322 16 

5 

Montferrat, — 

— 

49 . *39 3 9 

1. 145 8 

7 

Nevis, — 

— 

49,314 10 9 

1.399 2 

6 

New England, — 

— 

38,948 10 9 

140,463 4 

7 

New York, 

— 

14.083 3 9 

54.957 1 

2 

Pennfylvania, — 

— 

10,130 9 2 

54,280 10 

11 

St. Chriftopher’s, — 

— 

212,129 9 lO 

21,859 — 

2 

Virginia and Maryland, 

•— 

399.423 6 3 

197.799 12 

3 

Weft Indies in general. 

— 

14,159 7 6 

193.598 9 

10 

Prize goods, — 

— 

413.728 12 — 

734.447 — 

X 

Foreign coin and bullion, 



1.425.543 12 

— 

TotalSi 

> 

7.847.123 3 3 

10,497.329 17 

— 


Exports exceed the Imports, 

2,650,206 13 

9 



A. T>. 


AN niSTORI-CAt AN0 CHRONOLOGICAL PEDUCTION 


IMPORTS and EXPOR 

Countries^ 

Africa^ — 

Canaries, ~ 

Denmark and Norway, 
Eatl Country, — 

flail India, — 

Flanders, — 

France, — 

Germany, — 

Greenland, — 

Holland, — 

1 1 eland, . — 

Italy, . — 

Madeiras, -f- 

Ncwfoundland, — 

Poitiigal, — 

Ruflia, _ 

Spain, . — 

Streights, — 

Sweden, — 

T urkey, — . 

Venice, ^ 

Alderney, — 

Guernfey, — 

jerfey, ~ 

Anguilla, — 

Antigua, — . 

Barbadoes, — 

Bermudas, — 

Carolina, — 

Georgia, — 

Hudfori’s Bay, — 

Jamaica, — 

Montferrat, — 

Nevis, ~ 

New England, — 

New Providence, — 

New York, — 

Nova Scotia, — 

Pennfylvania, — 

St. Chriftopher’s, ^ ~ 
T ortola, — 

Virginia and Maryland, 
Prize goods, — 

Foreign coin and bullion. 


TS, from Christmas 1749, to Christmas 1750^ 


Imports, 

£. 29,007 2 10 


~ 3 >o 75 3 

— ^^03,453 1 1 

~ ^^15.255 17 

— 1,986*10 

— 191,607 6 

— 1,942 19 

— 8,609 4 

— ^ 731,429 ji 

— 5*»4^3 15 

— 4^*455 9 

— 2,462 rr 

— 35.634 8 

— 226 a 

— 28,191 — 

— 253,200 14 

— 24.838 3 

— 508,932 I 

— 4.213 4 


10 

3 

10 

3 

11 

7 

6 

10 

I 

6 


Exports, 

£. 160,791 14 - 


10 

9 


7,720 

I I 

8 

30,146 

9 

— 

90,273 

8 

3 

78,052 

5 

8 

334,316 

19 

7 

157,000 

8 

8 

,104,180 

1 1 

II ' 

508,654 

6 

2 

98,714 

• 9 

7 

422,694 

7 

4 

66,832 

15 

X 

3^4.385 

5 

1 1 

645.513 

12 

6 

1,255,872 

14 

I 

6,368 

13 

5 




325.487 

12 

.8 

2,204,065 

5 

— 

612,808 

1 

i.i 

1,316,600 

2 

2 

291,526 

3 

6 

^7^7159 

1 

3 

27554 

2 

7 

20,134 

8 

6 

' 377372 

19 

7 

44,867 

II 

6 

244,276 

9 

4 

1,208,248 

19 

5 

584,091 

16 

8 

i j 1,846 

6 

4 

379,116 

I 

6 

I77S37O75 

xg 

8 

64,663 

17 

7 

762,929 

5 

— 

187,022 

9 

i 

i6,i6a 

2 

7 

189,285 

16 

7 

172,800 

5 

1 

38.576 

3 

9 


7 

7 

147 

14 

— 

938 

I 

3 

3>.7S» 

12 

3 

40,942 

1 1 

10 

23.707 

2 

6 

15.772 

I 

1 1 


Totals, 7.772,039 12 5 

Exports exceed the Imports, 


72,191 3 2 

150,097 18 — 
16,447 3 8 

133.037 — 9 
2.125 15 5 

4.375 19 — 

242,349 10 ~ 
11,406 16 I 
3,874 10 5 

343.659 6 8 

267,130 

13.875 29 7 
217,713 — 10 

48.99s 4 3 
1,186 10 6 
349,419 18 3 

7.833 14 10 
2,432,923 II 9 

15,132,004 3 I 

7.359.964 10 8 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS 

, from Christmas 

i 754 » to 

Christmas 

1755* 

Countries, 

Imports 

■* 

Exports, 


Africa, — 

£. 40,254 

16 

8 

1 . 173.670 

. 

— - 

Canaries, — 

•— 7.874 

3 

1 

29.785 


5 

Denmark and Norway, 

— 73.946 

*9 

6 

89,210 

10 

2 

Eaft Country, — 

2167,228 

14 

2 

174.579 

12 

6 

Eaft India, — • 

-- 1 , 24 . 6,776 

It 

3 

874,921 

6 

8 

Flanders, — 

*■* 91,^23 

14 

1 

463.173 

19 

9 

France, — 

— 37,002 

8 

8 

186,310 

I 

4 

Germany, — 

— 696,093 

4 

9 

1,361,964 

13 

5 

Greenland, — 

— 28,857 

5 

4 

1.367 

14 

It 

Holland, — • 

— 276,237 

4 

4 

1,710.587 

13 

I 

Ireland, — 

643,165 

15 

S 

i,o7t>,o63 

10 

6 

Italy, — * — 

690,136 

9 

7 

216,429 

4 

I 

Madeiras, — 

— 3.07s 

17 

I 

16,486 

16 

8 

Newfoundland, — 

““ 37 .»os 

9 

S 

36,946 

8 

8 

Portugal, — 

263,080 

16 

9 

.1,072,700 

6 

7 

Ruflia, — — 

661,740 

I 

11 

85.327 

8 

3 

Spain, ~ — 

368^64 

17 

3 

973.335 

4 

5 

Streigbts, — 

— 137.414 

17 

4 

547.310 

2 


Sweden, — “ 

200,049 

5 

2 

19.234 

2 

B 

7 'urkey, — — 

69,687 

1 

7 

71.589’ 

12 

9 

Venice, — — 

28.8S6 

5 

— 

8,790 

14 

8 

Alderney, — 

— 5 

5 

— 

887 

11 

S 

Guernfey, — 

— 36,085 

IS 

II 

26,049 

2 

3 

Jerfey, — . — 

18,016 

17 

I 

18,962 

4 

2 

Anguilla, — 

— • 2,091 

11 

2 

80,686 

18 


Antigua, — 

— 366,012 

19 

10 

S 

Barbadocs, — 

— 275,490 

I 

3 

197,267 

7 

7 

Bermudas, — 



— 

4,074 

2 

3 

Caroliiw, — “■ 

325.525 

13 

6 

187,887 

4 

9 

Georgia, — 

— 4,437 

16 

la 

2,630 

19 

4 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 

7.998 

12 

* 

1 

3,849 

IS 

5 

J ainaica, — - 

775.096* 


6 

335.504 

14 

I 

Montferrat, — 

— 79.972 

2 

3 

4,488 

IS 

8 

'Nevis, — — 

82,463 

IS 

6 

14,260 

13 

9 

New England, — 

59,533 

6 

II 

341.796 

7 

3 

New Provider\cc, — 

1,473 

— 

6 



— 

New York, — 

•— 28,054 

12 

3 

151.071 

s 

— 

Nova Scotia, — » 

— 487 

17 

3 

24.052 

14 

10 

PennCylvania, — 

32.336 

10 

6 

144.456 

7 

2 

St. Cbriilopher’s, — 

269,575 

9 

3 

57.927 

I 

10 

St, Thomas, 

— 31.279 

1 1 

6 




T6rtoIa, — 

18,556 

18 

7 

457 

19 

8 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 489,668 

17 

10 

285,157 

4 

S 

Foreign coin and bullion, 




— * 

1,117,012 

9 

9 

T otals, — * 

8,772,865 

2 

!0 

12,112,255 

17 

6 


Exports exceed the Imports, 

3.409.390 

14 

& 

VoL. IV. 

F 








4 ® 

1763 


AN HISTORICAL ANO CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 


IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1759, to Christmas 1760. 


Ccuntries* 

Imports,. 

Exports. 


1 - - 

d. 

c 

s. 

Jl. 

Africa, — 

— 39.410 14 

0 

345,546 

0 

% 

Canaries, •— 

— 3.^31 0 

5 

58,859 

4 

4 

Denmark and Norway, 

— 50.74s 10 

10 

t 

108,627 

3 

0 

Eaft Country, •— 

— . 205,464 16 

s 

190,217 

0 

11 

Eaft India, — 

— ,^.785.679 'f 

1 

1,161,670 

6 

0 

Flanders, — 

— 3*»228 3 

0 

379.093 

11 

9 

France, — - 

— 37 5 

9 

209,946 

9 

7 

Germany, — 

— 668,076 1 1 

4 

1,544,016 

^5 

5 

Greenland, — 

— 10,824 3 

0 

27 

II 

7 

Holland, — - 

— 412,397 3 

« 1 

1,784,442 

11 

2 

Ireland, • — 

— 904,180 14 

8 

1,050,401 

0 

10 

Italy, — 

— 506,100 15 

7 

210,096 

10 

2 

Madciras, — i 

— 3,386 14 

10 

3 *.605 

II 

9 

Portugal, — 

— 299,088 4 

8 

1,291,560 

1 1 

10 

RuiTia, — 

— 474,680 2 

9 

38.7*0 

0 

I 

Spain, — 

— 460,042 1 3 

9 

1,048,222 

18 

I 

Streights, ^ — 

— . 61,850 I 

4 

399,819 

1 

9 

Sweden, — 

— 193.340 2 

5 

*3.657 

13 

0 

Turkey, — 

— • 58,916 12 

6 

55.730 

0 

10 

Venice, — 

— 41.138 a 

6 

6,105 

5 

11 

Alderney, •— 

— 51 3 

6 

921 

4 

10 

Gucrn/cy, *— 

— . 39,119 4 

2 

44,761 

18 

8 

jerfey, — — 

23,003 9 

I 

27,865 

17 

0 

Antigua, — 

— 159,162 19 

0 

191,117 

13 

2 

JBarbadoes, ~ 

— 223,716 12 

1 1 

269,449 

6 

2 

Bermudas, — 

— 70 12 

7 

i6,nc 

H 

8 

Cape Breton, — 

_ ,58 

3 

1 1,048 

14 

S 

Carolina, — 

— 162,760 6 

7 

218,131 

7 

8 

Georgia, — 

~ 12,198 14 

10 



— 

Guadaloupe, 

— 424,36^ »8 

4 

118,569 

5 

10 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 

9,142 12 

5 

4.959 

*5 

10 

Jamaica, — 

— 1,034,283* 3 

8 

585.77* 

*3 

2 

Montferrat, — 

7 S> 93 '> 

4 

23**43 

*3 

4 

Nevis, — 

— 45.750 11 

0 

20,390 

9 

8 

New England, — 

37,802 13 

I 

599.647 

14 

8 

Newfoundland, 

26,360 2 

4 

56.643 

1 

6 

New Providence, 

— • 1,730 0 

7 



— 

New York, — 

— 21,125 0 

0 

480,106 

3 

I 

Nova Scotia, •— 

— 701 7 

4 

52,767 

2 

2 

Pennfylvania, — 

22,754 IS 

3 

707.998 

12 

0 

Quebec, — 

— 2,154 lb 

S 

51,629 

18 

5 

Su Croix, — 

~ 

— 

1.657 

3 

7 

St. Chriftopher's, 

— 292,470 19 

2 

149,142 

4 

10 

Tortola, — 

— 30.35* *9 

0 

, w 

18 

7 

Vimnia and Maryland, 

— 504.45* * 


605,882 

^9 

S 

Britifh and Irifti linens, per bounty, 


188,159 

S 

0 

Prixe goods, — 

465,602 18 

5 

2^1,336 

3 

s 

Foreign coin and bullion. 


— — 

884,102 

II 

3 

Totals, 

9,832,802 11 

z 

*5.579.073 

0 

S 


Exports exceed tlie Imports, 9 4 

.m 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1762, to Christmas 1765. 

Countriesm 

Africa, — ~ ~iC* 

Canaries, — — 

Denmark arid Norway, — 

Eall Country, — ^ — 

Eaft India, — • — 

Fiaridcrs, — — 

France, — — . • • 

Germany, — — 

Greenland, — 

Holland, — — - 

Ireland, — — 

Italy, — « — . _ 

Madeiras, — 

Portugal, — 

Ruffia, — — — 

Spain, — — — 

Streights, — — 

Sweden, — — 

Turkey, — — 

Venice, _ _ — 

Alderney, — — - 

Bcllc-Ifle, — — 

Guernfey, — — 

jeefey , — — — 

Anguilla, — ~ 

Antigua, — ^ 

Barbadoes, — •— 

Bermudas, — — 

Canada, — — 

Carolina, — — 

Dominica, — — 

Florida, — — 

Georgia, — — 

Grenades, — — * 

Guadaloupc, — — 

Havannali, — 

Hudfon^s Bay, — — 

Jamaica, — — 

Martinico, — — 

Montferrat, — — 

Nevis, _ _ 

New England, — — 

Newfoundland, ■— — 

New Providence, — 

New York, — 

Nova Scotia, — — 

Pcnnfylvania, — 

St. Chriftopbers, — - 

St. Croix, •— •— 

Tortola, — — 

Virginia and Maryland, — 

Weft Indies in general, — 

Britifti and Irifh linens, per bounty. 

Foreign coin and bullion, — 

^Prize goods, — — 


Imports* 

Exports* 

18,128 

2 

8 

£* 403,818 

? 

4 

».739 

*3 

i 

21,032 

10 

9 

89,170 

X I 

2 

140,610 

10 

7 

247,060 

I 

6 

299,857 

7 

7 

.059.33s 

18 

7 

887,083 

7 

a 

83,320 

3 

10 

384.177 

12 

8 

43 .'S 8 

5 

5 

197,100 

1 1 

3 

1,085,107 

0 

9 

2,272,272 

16 

8 

8,117 

IS 

2 

22 

IS 

3 

476,383 

lO 

3 

1,910,240 

*9 

s 


II 

8 

1,640,713 


3 

948,140 

8 

0 

468,779 

ih 

4 

i»ii 9 

3 

9 

37.278 

13 

3 

304,056 

0 

10 

727.623 

12 

9 

801,279 

0 

7 

• 78,901 

1 

II 

590,506 

s 

1 1 

1,168,072 

1 

3 

20,276 

II 

4 

325,622 

i8 

6 

249.540 

^s 

0 

20,494 

I 

7 

76,004 

9 

2 

93,646 

43 

1 1 

31.84* 

18 

4 

20,259 

14 

0 

• 63 

0 

0 

*.239 

14 

6 

17 

*3 

7 

, 929 

9 

6 

127,192 

14 

5 

26,219 

17 

10 

17,639 

12 

4 

16,287 

0 

S 

2,369 

18 

9 




180,347 

3 

I 

*01,574 

8 

2 

252.537 

10 

0 

213,909 

4 

9 



— 

8,623 

IS 

1 1 

26,856 

*3 

5 

* 49.539 

16 

4 

282,366 

3 

6 

250,132 

1.20^ 

2 

c 

0 

6 


Totals, 


14,469 

18 

4 

44,908 

19 

9 

261,552 

3 

0 

S 3 ,* *8 

5 

6 

412,303 

18 

7 

**.*59 

X 

4 

249,387 

4 

8 

6,643 

11 

6 

8,567 

10 

1 

„^393 

2 

7 

1,159,023 

*s 

II 

584,278 

2 

s 

344,162 

• 7 

i 

* 2.455 

14 

2 

59 . 57 * 

*5 

II 

*5.505 

18 

I 

45,280 

9 

10 

29.557 

9 

8 

74.815 

I 

I 

258,854 


6 

34,102 

18 

8 

55 . *02 

8 

7 

6,438 

2 

1 1 




53.988 

14 

4 

238,560 

2 

I 


9 

10 

*6,303 

3 

4 

38,228 

10 

2 

284,152 

16 

a 

234,981 

17 

9 

104,724 

7 

10 

8,396 

S 

9 

1 , 1-44 

0 

0 

58,57* 

4 

2 

1,901 

X 

4 

642,294 

2 

9 

SSS.39* 

X2 

10 



— • 

39,578 

10 

10 



— 

30,604 

6 

6 



■— 

1,672,674 

12 

6 

160,516 

12 

10 

201,194 

6 

7 

; 1,665,036 

0 

9 

16,160,181 

16 

3 


Exports exceed the Imports, 


4.49 SjI 4S ^ 
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AN HISTORICAL AH0 CHRONOLOGICAL HEJJHCTIOK 

In the early part of this year, an account was brought by the Lapwing Packet from the Ella 
Indies, that war had broke out in that part of the Britifli empire, with circumftances of fuch 
an unpromifing nature, as to caufe an immediate fall of fourteen per cent, in India flock. 
The proprietors, as raay be naturally fuppofed, were greatly alarmed at this intelligence ; and 
their alarms were, in fo me degree, communicated to the nation at large. Wc Ihali mention 
the leading caufes of this difagreeabk event. # 

MirCoflim Aly Cawn, who had been elevated^ in the year 1760, by the Governor .ind 
Council of Bengal, to the fubahfhip of that province, in the room of his fathcr-m*law Mir 
JafFier, was a bold, fubtle, and enterprizing charaacr ; and feeling, in the utmoft extent, the 
difgrace of his dependent flate, was determined to feize the firft opportunity of freeing himfelf 
from it, Diffimulatiori was the firft engine which he cmployed-^and he employed it with 
fucccls; for it^obtained for him the firm eftablilhment' of his own interior government, by 
the affiftance of the Englilli forces, and filcnced all fufpicion*af his future defigns. He then 
removed from the viciiiVty of Calcutta to a place called Mongheer, two hundred miles higher 
up the Ganges, which he fortified with uncommon expedition ; and having formed fuch an 
army in point of real ftrength and difciplinc, as India liad never yet feen among her native 
defenders, be began to difeover his real defigns, and to employ the power he had acquired, 
to the detriment of thofe from whom he had received the means of obtaining it. The firft 
ftep he took, was to fubjeft the Engliih private traders to the regular and equal payment of 
duties throughout his dominions ; and direAed that their diijmtes, if they arofe beyond their 
own limifs, fltould be decided by his magiftrates. 

This unexpefted conduft of the Subah greatly alarmed the faAory ; and the governor, Mr. 
Vanfittart, thought it a matter of fufficient importance to require his going in perfon to 
Mongheer, to offer his expoftulations upon it. But the Subah had taken Ins meafurcs with a 
fpirit determined to purfue them, and anfwered the rcmonftranccs with an equal force of 
reafon and coolnefs of expreflion. ** If,*’ faid he, the fervaiits of the Englifh Company 
were permitted to trade in all parts, and in all commodities, free from the paypient of cu(- 
** toms, as many of them now pretend, they muft, of courfc, draw all the trade into their 
“ own hands, and my cuftoms would be of fo little value, that it would be much more for 
my intcreftto make trade entirely free, andcolIcA no cuftoms from any perfons whatever, 
upon any kind of merchandize. This w^ould draw a number of merchants into the coun- 
** try, and increafe my revenues, by encouraging the cultivation and manufaAure of a large 
“ quantity pf goods for falc ; at the fame time that it would cut off the principal fubjeft of 
‘‘ difputes which had difturbed the good underftanding between us ; an objeft I have more 
<< than any other at heart. 

This was a ftilc of rcafoning, which was equally unexpeAed and unanfwcrable. The rea- 
fouings of the Nabob were founded in juftice, and he accompanied them with fuch declara- 
tions as induced the Englifh governor to fubmit, where he was accuftomed to diAate, and to 
confent to jregulations which operated very much to the difadvantage of the Englifh traders. 

As foon as the cffeA of this negociation was known at Calcutta, the faAory loft all mode- 
ration in the aftonifhmcnt and indignation which they felt on tlie occafion. The council dif- 
avowed the eonduA of their governor, and refufed to abide by the treaty which he had con- 
cluded. They aflerted, that he had affumed an authority which he did not poflefs ; that the 
regulations to which he had ai&nttd, were not only deftruAive to public and private trade, 
but were a ftain on the Engitih name *, and^ that having aAed, as he had done, ^bout the 

* advice 
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1764 advice or confeiU of the council, was ;^n evident breach of its privileges, to which they could 
not lubmit. They therefore inftantly difpatchcd orders to all the different faftorics, to pay no 
regard to the agreement which had lately been entered into between Governor Vanfittart and 
the Subah* 

But fuch countcrafling meafures -were not the fruits of an unanimous fpirit. No common 
difference of opinion prevailed, and violent difputes fucceeded ; public confufion then follow- 
ed, and commerce was interrupte 4 in all its interior channels. An application was made to 
Mir Coffim to enter upon another negociation, which he refufed with all the infolcncc of con- 
feious power. No other way was therefore left to fettle this dil'putc, but the contefl: of arms ; 
and the EngliJfh faftory having once more proclaimed Mir Jafficr, Subah of Bengal, prepared 
to march their forces into the field. 

Though this war with the Nabob terminated to the advantage of the Eaft India Company, 
the accounts from India? at this moment, were of an alarming nature, and very violent de- 
bates took place at the public meetings of the proprietors to confider of the prefent ftate of the 
Company’s affairs. The firft fubjeft of debate, was the condudl of their fervants abroad, and 
much acrimony mingled itfelf with the charges and recriminations which were dealt foitli 
without relervc by the friends of the different Oriental parties ; but the difputes which arofe 
on this fuhje£l:, were foon loft in the confideration of a more extenfive and important ohiefV, 
the general adminiftration of the Company’s affairs both abroad and at home. Lord Clive 
was almoft univerfally confidered as the only perfon qualified to be commander in chief in 
India, at this critical period ; while Mr. Sullivan was fupported by a very larg-t and refpedablc 
body of proprietors, as a perfon the moft capable to take the chair of the direftion at home. 
But Lord Clive abfolutcly refufed to aft as a fervant of the company, if Mr. Sullivan was per- 
mitted to take a leading part in the adminiftration of their concerns; and, at length, the 
gloomy profpeft of affairs in India determined the conteft to the wifhes of that nobleman. 
The difpute, alfo, which had for fomc time fubfifted between the Company and Lord Clive, 
relative to his jaghirc, being finally fettled, and harmony fully reftored, his lordlhip, who was 
honoured by his Majefty, on the occafion, with the Order of the Batli, and the rank of Major 
General in India, fet out for the feaf of his future government with the confidence of the com- 
pany and his country. 

The rapacity of the company’s fervants in their Oriental governments, had difgraced the 
national clxaraftcr; and if the company had been as attentive to public honour as tliey were to 
private intereft, forae cffeftual methods would hav€ been already taken to keep the pcrr)ns 
employed by them in India, within the bounds of moderation andjufticc. Indeed, the d if- 
pure between the Direftors and Lord Clive, relative to the jaghirc, had produced a pofitivc 
refolution, that none of their fervants fhould in future accept of any gratuity from any Indian 
Prince or Governor ; but, it is not our immediate bufinefs to enquire how far this determina- 
tion of the direftion at home was obferved abroad. Abufes ftill fubfifted, and the wifdom of 
Parliament was, at length, under the neceffity ofuxerting itfelf in the controul of them. The 
circumftances of which alteration in the company’s affairs, will, of courfe, foiicit our atten- 
tion when we arrit^ at tlie period that produced fuch a wife and falutary mcafure. 

Mr. Blake^ whom we have mentioned with a becoming encomium, in the preceding year 
was, with great juftice, relcafcd from the obligation of fifteen hundred pounds, advanced to 
liim by the focicty for the encouragement of arts, nianufaftures, and commerce, on Ills pledg- 
ed ^curity, over and above the two thoufand pounds conligned to fits difcrctionary ufe in tlic 

undertakinc: 
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64 undertaking to fupply London, and its vicinity, wi<h fifli, &c. And foon after the Parliatncnf, 
convinced of the great utility of the feheme, were plcafed to allow him two tboufand five 
hundred pounds for the purpofc of encouraging it. But here the national attention to what 
may be confidered as a great national objeft, ended; Parlia 4 nent thought proper to Ihcw its 
approbation of the plan by this temporary grant, and then left it to fink bciieatli the power of 
that monopoly which it was its duty to annihilate, r 

In confequence of the great incrcafe in, the price o£meat, a committee of the Houfe of Com- 
mons was appointed to examine into the caules of it. 

For this purpofc fcveral tradefmen were examined, who alleged, that there was an aug- 
mented demand for provifions ariiing from an increafing confumption in London and its en- 
virons ; but, on a flrift examination to this point, they were not 4ble to produce any con- 
clufive or probajblc evidence of fuch an incrcafe as they had fuppofed. They then accounted 
for this incrcafe of the price of meat from the want of pork at market, proceeding from the 
uncommon plenty of acoens in 1 / 52 , which induced all the feeders to fetten their whole ftock 
of hogs in that year ; which extraordinary flaughtcr was not then replaced ; and that the want 
of one article, in the general provifions of fo populous a city as London, ncccllarily advanced 
the price of every other: they added, alfo, that the wet feafon had confidcrabJy leflened the 
weight even of fat cattle ; that the great fcarcity of fodder in 1 762, bad reduced the breed and 
ftock ; and that the failure in the crop of\urnips in fevcral counties, this year, had prevented 
thofe counties from fattening the ufual quantities of beafts. They affigned alfo the low prices 
of hides and tallow as an additional reafon. But after all, on further examination, the falef- 
racn and butchers were forced to admit, that the high price of provifions was not cxclufively 
the cfFeft of natural caufes, but artificially rcfulting from private combinations, and the want 
of better regulations for the fale of cattle in open markets. 

7 'hus, the abufes praftifed in a matter of fuch general importance, were pointed out ; and 
we wifh it were in our power to add, that an adequate remedy was applied. 

On the twcnty-fixth of March, his Majefty figned a proclamation for the fale, by auftion, 
of all his lands in the iflaiids of Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica, St. Vincent, and To- 
bago ; excepting fuch lands as flull be ncccflary for Tortifications, and other military worksj, 
glebes for minifters, allotments for fchoolmaftcrs, high-roads, woodlands, and other public 
purpofes, on the following conditions 

** That the purchafers pay twenty per cent, of the whole purchafe money down, ten per 
cent, in one year, ten per cent, in the fccond year, and twenty per cent, every year after, 
“ till the whole is paid. 

“ That every purchafer ftiall have one white man, or two white women, for every hundred 
acres cleared ; or pay twenty pounds for every white woman, and forty pounds for every 
** white man wanting. 

« That one acre in twenty fliall be cleared every year, till half the laud is cleared : five 
** pounds to be paid for every acre not fo cleared. ♦ 

“ Tliat fix-pence per acre be paid to tlic crown, as a quit-rent, on fuch lands as fhall be 
cleared. No perfon to purchafe. more than three hundxcd acres of land in Dominica, or 
** five hundred in the other iflands. 

That diftrifts lhall be allotted for towns ; a penny per foot for ground-rent for tenements, 
and fix-pence per acre for fields. No more than one town lot to one perfon, and five acres 
“ of pafturc land to each town lot : eight hundred aarcs in each parifh to be referved for poor 

“ fcttlers 
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1764 fctticrs, to be divided into lots of not kfs than ten, nor more than thirty acres each, to be 
** granted in fce-firnplc. The lands to be occupied and entered upon in three months after 
the grants. No lands granted to poor fettlcrs to be alienable by falc, or oiherwifc, for 
feven years, except for the children of the firft fettlers ; and all mines of gold and lilvcr to 
** be referved to the crown, &c/* 

In the month of June, feveral accounts were received that Cur logwood cutters in the bay 
of Honduras had not only l)cen interrupted in their bufmefs, but had been ordered to remove 
fuddenly from their ufual places of^lettlement, ^n pretence of their having no proofs of their 
being fubjefts to Jiis Britannic Majefty. This accidental difpute, for it was no more, was 
made a fubjefl: of ferious declamation by party writers ; for it fooii appeared, by two articles in 
the London gazette, that the whole was owing to a too fcrupulous attention to forms in the 
Spanifli commanders, and, perhaps, to an improper iiegleft of them on the part of our log- 
wood cutters.— Thcfe articles arc as follows : * 

“ St, James'^, July 21 — In anfwer to the reprefentations made by his Majefly’s ambaflador 
at the court of xMadrid, upon the late tranfaftions of their governor of Jucatan, and his pro- 
ccedings towards the Britilli fubjc£ts employed in cutting logwood in the bay of Honduras, 
the Spanifli miniftry have replied, — That they have not received any advices from that go- 
“ vernor relative to this affair; but that it is certain the Catholic King has given pofitivc 
orders to his governor of Jucatan to abide by, and obferve the fevcnteeiith article of the laft 
‘‘ treaty of peace, and that he (hall not approve of the condu«£l of his fubjefts who aft in con- 
‘‘ tradiftion to it. — That it Is the intention of his Catholic Majefty, that no one lhall impede 
** the Englifh in cutting logwood in the ftipulatcd places ; and he will difapprove of his gover- 
nors and minifters whenever they aft to the contrary, and renew the raoft fti'ift orders to 
thateffeft.’* 

St, September 28. — T.aft night, one of his Majefiy’s mclTengcrs arrived from Ma- 

drid, with difpatches from his Majefty ’s ambaflador at that court, tranfmitting a duplicate 
** of the orders, which, in confequence of his excellency’s late remonftrances, that court has 
difpatched to the governor of Jucatan : in which orders his Catholic Majefty difapproves 
the proceedings of the faid governor with refpeft to his Majefty’s fubjeft-s in the bay of 
Honduras, exprefles his defire to give his Majefty the greateft proofs of his friendfhip, and 
of preferving peace with the Britifti nation ; and commands the faid governor to rc-cftablifli 
the Britilh logwood cutters in the feveral places from which he had obliged them to retire, 
“ and to let tliem know, that they may return to thpir occupation of cutting logwood, wit^ - 
out being difquieted or difturbed, under any pretence whatever.” 

About this time, the King of Denmark declared the ports of his two illands of St. Thomas 
and St. John in America to be free, on the following conditions. 

1. No European merchandizes fhall be carried thither except in his Daniflli Majesty’s Eu- 
ropean fhips, which fhall be furnifhed with paflports. Two per cent, of the value to be paid 
on importation. All American produftions to be admitted in Ihips of any nation, paying five 
per cent, of the ufual duty ; and thefc veffcis may export any goods duty free. But it is for- 
bidden allvellels to go from thefe iflands to St. Croix to take a cargo in return. 

2. No produftions imported into thefe iflands fhall be brought to Europe but in Danifh 
fliips, which had firft carried goods with paflports ; and thefe to unload only iu Denmark or 
the Danilh provinces* 

3 Thefe 
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3. Thcfp foreign produftions fhall be exempted from foreign duly; but thofe of the growth 
of St. Thomas and St. John are to pay five per cent, 

4. Frauds fhall be punifhed by confifcation, and a fine of five rlxdollars for every quintal of 
fugar, and twenty rixdollars for every one hundred pounds of cotton, over and above tire duties. 

5. I'oreign fugars brought from thefe iflands to the Danifh ftates, fhall remain only till they 

can be exported again, paying one per cent. duty. , 

To incrcafc the revenue, by a minute attention to remedy abufes in the colleftion of it, and 
to throw every pofliblc impediment in th^ way of contraband praftice, were the laudable and 
favourite objefls of government at this period. An order of council was therefore publifhed 
on the feventeenth of Auguft, fignifying his Majefty’s intentions, that the laws fhould be 
llriftly put in execution againft fmuggling, particularly on the neighbouring coafts of the ille 
of Man : in confequence of which, the lords commiffiofters of the admiralty were ordered to 
nation a number of fhips and cutters, under the command of difcreet officers, in the harbours 
and on the coafts of that Jfland, in order to carry his Majefty^s intentions into execution ; and 
tlic government of Ireland is likewife required to give fuch diredions for carrying bis Majefty’s 
intentions into effeft, as to them may rcfpeftivdy appertain : and, in order to prevent fo- 
reigners from pleading ignorance of this regulation, his Majefty’s intentions were daily notified 
to moft of the courts of Europe. 

Several a£ls of violence having been aimmittcd on the firft of June in this year, by the 
commander of a French fhip of war, in conjunSion with other French veflels, at one of the 
Turks Iflands, the Britifh ambaflador at the court of France was ordered to demand immediate 
fatisfaftion and full reparation, for tliis breach of good faith, and fuch an unprovoked infult to 
the Britifh crown. In confequence of the reprefentations made on this fubjeft, the court of 
France not only di fa vowed the conduft of its officers, but difclaimcd all intention whatever 
of acquiring or conquering the Turks Iflands ; and gave immediate orders to the Comte D’Ef- 
taing, governor of St. Domingo, to caufe the ifland to be immediately abandoned on the part 
of the French, to reftore every thing therein to the condition in which it was on the firft of 
June, and to make reparation of the damages which any of his Majefty’s fubjefts fhall be 
found to have fuftained in confequence of the proceudinp complained of, according to an ef- 
tiraation to be immediately fettled by the fitid governor, with his Majefty’s governor of 
J amaica. ^ 

Thefe iflands are many in number, of which that, where thefe violences took place, is the 
moft confidcrabk, or rather, the leaft infignificant, being low, fandy and barren, with very 
little if any frefh water, without any vegetables, except low fhrubs, or any animals except lizard.s, 
guanas, and land crabs : but the coaft abounds with fifh and turtle, and the beach is covered 
with fca fowl. 

It, docs not appear that any fettlement was ever attempted by any European nation on thefe 
iflands, fo that no claim can arife from poffeffion. If priority of difeovery beftows any title, 
they muft belong to the Spaniards, and not to the French, who neither difeovered nor were 
ever in poffeffion of them. 

The Britifh nation has certainly been acenftomed to gather fait on them for many years. — 
The bufinefs of making it is chiefly carried on by Bertnudians, Who go there in the month of 
March, and continue during the dry feafon. The people of New England fetch great quan- 
tities of fait from thence for their fiihertes ; they buy it from four-pence to fix-pence flerling 

the 
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17134 the bufliel>«aad pay the poor'IJcrnmdiaii$.a fuiall part ia money, and the rcil; in rum and da- 
maged provifions, &c* 

Thcfe iflands have good anchorage to the leeward, but no harbour whatever ; they however 
form, with the Caicos Bank, a channel of about a league over, which the Englifli cruisers 
frequent in time of war, as it is a commoa pallage for all vclTels from Monte Chrifti. The 
French pilots from Cape Francois always prefer it, when tjjjp wind favours, to the windward 
paff^ge of our Jamaica-mcn, 'Fhefe, therefore, are the only reafons that can be ailigncd for 
their thus attempting to fettle therlS* though it^does not appear that they did more with that 
view (befades plundering and burning the cabins on it, and carrying the inhabitants, to the 
number of two hundred, and about nine fail of Britifli flipping, to Cape Francois, where they 
rcleafed them, with orders not to return to Turks ifland) than creft two Aone monuments of 
• eight feet in height, .the materials of which were brought from Old France. 

On the twciuy-fcvcni]! of September, Bank ftock rofe near eight per ctjDt. on a dividend of 
two and a half per cent, inftcad of two and a quarter per cent, being declared for the half year 
4'ndii^g on thc4:enth oF the fuccccding month. 

In the beginning of October, the merchants having prefented a petition refpefting the high 
prices of proviAons to Lord Halifax, a council was immediately called ; and, after a particular 
examination of evidence on the occalion, his MajeAy immediately ordered his royal proclama- 
tion to be idbed for thc'frec importation of faked beef, faltcd pork, and butter from Ireland ; 
at the fame time offering a reward of one hundred pounds, for difeovering any unlawful corain- 
iKitions in the falc of proviAons ; the high price of which had given occafion to fome very fei ious 
cliAurbances at Plymouth, and in other parts of England, particularly in Dcrbyftirc; where 
the colliers finding wheat one day in the market at eight fliillings and four-pence the buflicl, 
cleared the market at five {hillings the bufhel. In York, a conAderable number of rcfj^eftablc 
gentlemen affociated to raife a fund for the importation of corn from other counties, tl^at the 
poor might be fupplied with that neceffary article at a rcafonabl-e price. But fuch an impor- 
tant objcft might, in all probability, have been obtained by an w’holcfomc application of the 
laws, and a general exertion of the powers veAed in magiArates to prevent monopolies, fore- 
Aalling, and fuch illegal pra£liccs,*as make an artificial dearth in the midA of real plenty. 

The following bills, as they related, more or lefs, to commercial matters., Aiould be noticed 
as having this year received the royal affent. 

A bill to continue an aft for allowing the free importation of tallow, hogs»Iard, and greafe, 
a further limited time from Irelands 

To amend an aft of la A fcAions, for laying an additional duty on cyder and perry. 

For granting a certain fum out of the finking fund for the fervice of tlie year 1764. 

For granting certain duties on goods in the Britifli colonies, for the fupport of government; 
and for encouraging the trade to the fugar colonies, and the fuppreifion of contraband trade. 

For leAening the duty on tlic importation, and ralfing it on the exportation of bcaver-lkiiis. 

For regulating pilots, &c. 

For encouraging the manufafturc of Britifh fail-clotli. 

For regulating buildings, and preventing fires. 

For vcAiiig the fort of Senegal and its dependencies in the African Company. 

F or afeertaining and regulating in what cafes letters fliall be feat or received free from the 
duty of poAage. 
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For charging on the finking fund certain annuities, and for confolidatiAg fuch of the faid 
annuities as arc granted for a certain term of years irredeemable. 

For granting, for a limited time, liberty to carry jice from his Majefty's provinces of South 
Carolina and Geoigia, to other parts of America, on paying Britifli duties. 

For railing money by loans or Exchequer bills. 

For preventing frauds dibmitted by bankrupts, &c. , 

For preventing inconvehicncics arifing in cafes of merchants, and fuch other perfons as arc 
within the ftatutes of bankrupts, being ‘^entitled to privilege of Parliament, and becoming in- 
folvent. 

To encourage the cambrick manufadure in England. 

For exporting fait from Europe to Quebec, for a limited time. 

For granting a bounty on the importation of hemp, and rough and undreflfed flax, from his 
Majefty's colonies in America. 

For enabling his Ma^cfty, with the advice of his privy council, to order the free importation 
of provifions from Ireland during the next recefs of Parliament, or as the ncccffity of the time 
may require. 

For continuing fcveral z&s of Parliament, made for the encouragement of the whale filhery 
carried on by his Majefty’s fubjefts, particularly that on the coaft of America. 

For cflablifhing an agreement with th% governor and company of the Bank of England, for 
railing certain fums of money for the fcrvicc of the year 1764. 

For pfcvcuting fuch paper bills of credit, as may hereafter be iffued within any of his Ma- 
jefty’s colonics or plantations in America, from being made legal tender in payment of money. 

As we gave, in the preceding year, an abftraft of the aft for laying duties on cyder, &c. wc 
think it nccelTary to flate, rather at large, the aft which pafled this fdfion for explaining and 
amending it. 

It is thereby cnafted, that from and after the fifth day of July 1764, the time limited by 
the former aft for payment of the duties, fhall be extended to fix months. 

In lieu of the former compofition, officers of excife are authorifed to compound with pri- 
vate families, at the rate of two Ihillings per head, per annum, for each perfon of eight years old 
and upwards, in the lifts delivered in to them, which compofition fhaJl be renewed annually ; 
and in cafe of an increafe in the family during the year, an additional lift fliall be given in, and 
two-pence per month paid for every perfon added during the fubfifting unexpired term of fuch 
year. The compofitions (hall be applied as the duties; other parts of the former aft relating 
to compofitions, fhall continue in force, 

‘‘ Makers of cyder at other prefles than their own, not being compounders, fhall enter their 
names at the next office of cxcifc, ten days previous to fuch making *, together with the mills 
and owners thereof, and the cellars or ftorchoufes for keeping fuch cyder, under a penalty for 
their ufing any unentered mill, ftorehoufc, &c, twenty-five pounds. Officers of cxcifc fhall 
have free accefs to the faid mills, ftorchoufes, &c. in the day time, to gauge the cyder, (See. 
and to make and report the charge, leaving a copy with the maker; who fhall pay the duty 
according to fuch charge, 

** Proprietors of cyder milJs, &c. fo lent out, fhall not be obliged to give notice thereof. 

Where the ccmpoundeir intends to fell or difpofe of cyder, &c immediately from the 
mill, the officer lhall deliver to him blank certificates and counterparts for the purpofe, to be 
filled up occafionally, which fhall ptoteft the removal of fuch cyder. The counterpart fhall be 

filled 
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764 filled up and figncd at the fame time with the certificates, and fhall be returned to the officer, 
and a receipt ffiall be given him for the certificates* The certificates and counterparts not 
ufed, lhall be produced when called for* The quantities fold and certified for, fhall be veri- 
fied on oath. Returns of the quantities difpofed of, as aforefaid, ffiall be made by the officers 
of cxcife to the commiffioners of cxcife, and the duties charged from the counterparts ; a copy 
of which returns fhall be left with the maker, who fhall pay the duty accordinj,dy within the fix 
months from thence* A maker of cyder or perry not complying with thefe regulations, or 
being guilty of any fraud, lhall forfeit twentj^five pound?. Certificates for the removal of 
cyder from the mill, fhall be in force but between the firft of September and thirteenth of De- 
cember, yearly. Blank certificates and counterparts fhall be delivered up within ten days 
after, on penalty of twenty-five pounds. 

** The penalty of obftru£ling*an officer in his duty, fhall be fifty pounds. If any officer of 
cxcife fhall refufe, or wilfully ncgicfl to leave a true copy of his report ifi writing, or to grant 
a certificate for the removal of any cyder or perry, upon rcafonablc requeft made for that pur- 
pofe, or if any maker of cyder or perry, authorifed to compound, fhall offer to make fuch 
compofition, and if any fuch officer fhall refufe or wilfully neglefl: to accept fuch compofition, 
he ffiall for each refufal or neglcft, forfeit and pay the fum of forty Ihillings.*’ 

By the aft relating to the Britifh colonies, a duty of one pound two fhillings is laid on 
foreign clayed fugars, inftcad of five fhiUings*and fix-pence; a duty of fix-pence a pound on 
indigo, inftcad of two-pence ; coffee two pounds nineteen Ihillings and nine-pence per huiv- 
dred weight; Madeira wine feven pounds per ton ; Port and Spanilh wines ten fliillings per 
ton ; wrought filks, &c. and fluffs mixed with filks, &c. two fhillings a piece ; callicocs two 
fhillings and fix-pence a piece; cambrics three fhillings ; French lawns three fiiillings ; coffee 
and pimento of the growth of the Britifh colonies, coffee feven (hillings per hundred weight, 
pimento two-pcncc a pound ; foreign melafles and fyrups three-pence a gallon, inflead of fix- 
pence, which was feldom paid. Thefe duties are all to be paid into the Exchequer, and re- 
ferved for defraying the charges of protefting the Britifh colonics in America. 

The aft for preventing frauds and abufes in relation to the fending and receiving letters anc 
packets free from the duty of poftage, certainly merits a general recital. To raife this branch 
of the public revenue, by correfting its abufes, and bringing back the privilege of franking 
letters to its original defign, was the objeft of this excellent law. 

It appeared, on the examination of witnefles in the committee of the Houfc of Commons, 
that the poftage of franked letters amounted, one year with another, to 170,000!. And, among 
the various abufes of it, proof was given that franks were publicly fold at fevcral of the coffec- 
houfes in London. The preamble is as follows : 

Whereas, under colour of the privilege of fending and receiving poft letters by members 
of Parliament, free from the duty of poftage, many great and notorious frauds have been, and 
ftill arc frequently praftifed, as well in derogation of the honour of Parliament, as to the detri- 
ment of the public revenue ; divers perfons having prefumed to counterfeit the band, and 
otherwife fraudulently to make ufe of the names of members of Parliament, upon letters and 
packets to be fent by the poll, in order to avoid the payment of the duty of poftage : and 
whereas the allowance of fending apd receiving letters and packets free from duty of poft- 
age, heretofore granted to, or cuftomarily cxcrcifcd by certain perfons, not being members of 
Parliament, in refpeft of their offices, has not been fufficicntly confined to fuch letters and 
packets only as relate to the bufinefs of their refpefti VC ©flfces ; and may, therefore, if conti- 

G % nued, 
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37O4 nued, without reftriftions and limitations^ be liable to great abufe : in order, therefore, to 
put the more cffbaual ftop to thefe and the like frauds and abufes, and, at tire fame time, to 
alcertain, for the better guidance and direftion of his* MajeftyV poftmafter-generaU and the 
officers to be employed under him, in the performance of their duty, by what perfons only, 
and what regulations or reftriaioris, the privilege or allowance of fending and receiving letters 
and packets free from the duty of poftage, lhall thenceforth bij cxercifed and enjoyed, 

The principal claufe of this aft, ^hich^ contains ayjfiety of fubordinate refolutions, enafted. 

That no letters or packets fhall be exempted from poftage but fuch as ftiall be fent from or 
to the King ; and fuch, not exceeding two ounces in weight, as lhall be figned on the outfide 
by a member of cither houfe, and the whole of the fuperfeription to be of fuch member's wri- 
ting, or direfted to a member at his ufual rcfidcncc, or place where he lhall then be, or at the 
lioufe, &c. of jfarliament. 

Printed votes and proceedings In Parliament, and newfpapcrs fent without covers, or in 
covers open at the end$,fand figned on the outfide by a member, or direfted to a member, ac- 
cording to notice given by him to the poftmafter-g^mcral.” 

Thefe two claufes were properly inferted* that this aft might not operate to the laying any 
reftraint on fuch a profitable branch of revenue as the public newfpapers, which it would 
oiherwifc have clone. 

Any perfon forging the fuperferiptidh of any letter or packet, See. is adjudged guilty of 
felony ; and the punifhment of fuch offence, tranfportation for feven years." 

It is fcs^rce necelTary to add, that a very confiderablc and immediate addition was made by 
this falutary law to the public revenue. 

A debt contrafted on account of the war ftill remained to be fa^sfied. This the miniftry 
propofed to difeharge to the amount of 2,000,000!. but at this moment there were 1,800, cool, 
in Exchequer bills, whicli were at fuch a difeount, as to have no fmali effeft on the ftate of 
public credit. 

The Bank contraft, however, being at this time in a ftate of renewal, the Treafury availed 
itfdf very prudently of fuel) a favourable conjunfture, and ftipulated that this body lliould 
take a million of thefe bills for two years, at an intcreft reduced by one-fourth; and, at the 
lame time, lliould pay a fine on th?ir renewal, of ioo,oool. This was reprefented, at the time, 
and we believe with great truth, as the moft beneficial contraft ever made with a corporation, 
whofe vaft money trade is carried on upon the credit of government. For the remaining part 
of the Exchequer bills, new ones were ftruck. 

Government brought forward to the national fcrvicc 700, cx:)oI. the produce of the French 
prizes taken before the declaration of war, and which the King had gracioufly beftowed upon 
the public. The favlng of the non-effeftive was alfo at laft brought to account, to the amount 
of 140,000!. 

With thefe refourccs, aided by the land-tax, which feemed now to be fettled at four fhillings 
in the p^nd, with the malt tax, and two millions, being the overplus of the finking fund, 
and feme other particular favings, the beforc-mentiorKd debt of two millions was paid off, and 
an adequate provifion made for the fervice of the enfuing year, in all its cftablifhmcnts and 
contingencies, the vyhole amounting to between feven and eight millions. 

The employment of the overplus of the finking fmrd was juftified by the public exigency,— 
by former precedents,— but principally on the credit of its being augmented fay near 400,000!, 
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and to enforce a ftrift and vigilant collcftion of the revenue. 

tfpon the whole, this fcherac of ways and means, though it was vciy violently attacked by 
the party writers of the day, muft be allowed to poflefs no inconfiderable merit. It was no^ 
attended by loan, taxes, or lottery ; and if any little leaven of miniftcrial artifice is to be found 
in the bnJincfs, the fit nation of the country, and the temper of the public, maybe offered in 
juftification of it. 

The fupplies granted by ParliamItJt for the fctivice of this year, 

December 5. Granted to his Majefty for the marriage portion of her ^ s, d. 
Royal Highnefs the Princefs Augufta,' — — 80,000 0 o 

For j 6,000 feamcji, including 4,287 marines, — 832,000 0 0 

For land forces, including 2,759 invalids, amounting to I7>532 effec- 
tive men; and for guards, garrifons, 5 cc. — — ♦ 617,704 17 io|- 

For maintaining his Majefty’s forces and garrifons in the Plantations, 
at Minorca, Gibraltar, &c. — — , 372^»774 6 4|. 

For the general and general Jlaff officers in Great Britain, •— 1 1,322 7 3 

Upon account for tlie reduced officers of his Majefty ’s land forces and 
marines, — — — — 30,188 18 0 

Upon account of reduced officers difbandeifh 1763, and to bedif- 
banded in 1764, ^ 125,455 13 0 

For allowances to fcvcral officers, &c, of the two troops of horfe 
guard's and regiment of horfc reduced, &c. — *2,605 15 o 

To defray the fubfidics due to the Duke of Brunfwick, purfuant to 
treaties, ^ -- 43,901 3 7’ 

For the ordinary of the navy, including half pay, &c. — 398,568 n 9 

For carrying on the building of four houfes for the officers of the hof- 
pital at Plymouth, — — . 3,000 0 o 

On account of Greenwich Hofpital^ — — 10,000 0 o 

For the charge of the office of ordnance, — — 173,080 8 6 

For fcrviccs performed by the faid office, not provided for by Parlia- 
liament in 1763, 52,359 8 i 

To the building and repairs of his Majefty ’s fhips, — 200,000 o 0 

To enable his Majefty to fatisfy certain navy and viftualling bills, 170,229 6 0 

To the Britilh Mufeum, — — — 2,000 0 o 

To the commiffioners for paving the ftreets of Wcllroinftcr, &c. ic,ooo o 0 

For difebarging the Exchequer bills made out by virtue of an aft 
paffed laft fcflion, entitled, An Aft for raifing a certain Sum of Money 
“ by Loans or Exchequer Bills for 1763, and for further appropriating,’^ 

&c. and charged .upon the firft aids or fupplies to be granted in this 
feffion, . — — — — 1,800,00a 0 0 

To replace to the finking fund the fum iffued thereout, for the half 
year’s payment due September 29th, 1763, on the annuities after the rate 
of 4I. per cent, per anm granted in refpeft of certain navy, yiftuaJling,. 


Carried o^^er, 


4,944,190 16 
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Ate. - . 

1764 £• I. 4. 

Brought over, 4,944,19016 oj 
and tranfport bills, &c. delivered in and cancelled, purfuant to an aft 
made in the Uft fcffion, — — ~ 69,671 i a 

To replace to the finking fund the fum paid out of the fame, to make 
good the deficiency on July 5th, 1763, of the feveral rat;f;s and duties 
upon offices, penfions and houfes, and upon windows and lights, which 
were made an aft by the thirty-firft of Ihe reign of his Majefty, for pay- 
ing annuities to the Bank of England, in refpeft of five millions bor- 
rowed towards the fupply of 1758, — — • I 6 

To replace to the finking fund the fum paid out of the fame, to make 
good the deficiency on Oftober 10th, 1763, of the*fevera] additional 
duties upon wines imported into this kingdom, and certain ckaties upon 
all cyder and perry, wlych were made a fund by an aft of the late feflion, 
for paying annuities^ in refpeft of 3,500,000!. borrowed towards the 
fupply of 1763, — ^ — — 36,699 15 4{' 

To make good to his Majefty certain fums, which have been advanced 
by his Majefty’s orders, in purfuance of the addrefles of this Houfe, 7 » 3 SO O o 

For the extraordinary expcnces of hi^Majcfty’s land forces, and other 
fervices, &c. not provided for by Parliament, — — 823,876 12 2^ 

Ditto, ^ — — — — — 102,469 19 

Ditto, — — ^ 61,088 4 

On account of out-penfioners of Chelfca Hofpital, X03>794 2 o 

To make good a deficiency in the fum voted laft feffion, upon account 
of out-penfioners of Chclfea Hofpital for 1763, — *®>33* 17 U 

For paying penfions to certain widows of reduced officers of land 
forces and marines, &:c. — — — 1,696 o o 

Upon account, for the civil cftablifliment of Nova Scotia, — 5.703 14 11 

Upon account, for the charges of the civil cftablilhnient of Georgia, &c. 4,031 8 8 

Upon account, for the charges of the civil eftablifliment of Eaft Florida, 5,700 o o 
Ditto, Weft Florida, — — — 5,700 o o 

Upon account, for the expcnce of general furveys of his Majefty’s 
dominions in North America, , — ~ — a,8i8 9 o 

To be applied towards encouraging and enabling John Blake, Efq. 
further to carry into execution the plan concerted by him, for the better 
fupplying the cities of London and Weftminfter with fifli at moderate rates, 2,500 o o 
Towards difcharging the debt of the navy, — 650,000 o 6 

To make good the deficiency of the grants for the fcrvkc of 1763, » 29^489 o 3 

For paying a bounty to certain chaplains of the navy, — 1,231 *7 ^ 

To enable the commiffioners appointed by an aft of the fccond year of 
the prefent reign, to make compenfation to the owners of certain lands in 
Kent, Saffex, and Southampton, — — • 545 15 0 

For thecloathingof themilttia, — — 80,000 o o 

7^097,111 15 4j 
2 


Carried over, 


o 
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3 ^* s» d* 

Brought over, 7,097,111 15 4-^ 
To make good the ii>tcreft of the fcveral principal fums, to be paid in 
purfuance of the faid aft of the fccond year of the prcfent reign, — . 103 13 9^ 

To the Foundling Hofpkal, — ~ — 38*347 10 o 

For maintaining forts and fettlemcnts on the coaft of Africa, 20,000 o o 

To enable his Majefty to rnakc good to Samuel Touchet, of London, 
merchant, all the cxpcncc he has ihturred in fitting out feveral veffeis, 
employed in the late fuccefsfuLexpedition for the reduftion of the French 
forts and fettlements in the river Senegal, and to fatisfy to him all claims 
and demands whatfoever, on the commiffioners of his Majefly^s navy, or 
on any officer or officers, employed in the faid expedition, for fuch of the 
faid veflels as were loft or^taken into his Majefty ’b fervice, — • 7,000 o o 

Upon account, towards difeharging unfatisfied claims for cxpenccs in- 
curred during the late war in Germany, — -E 3 ^ 9>^93 ^7 4 

That the fum of 170,9061, 2s. 8d. arifing from certain favings made 
upon the non-effeftivc accounts of feveral regiments, See, be granted to- 
wards difeharging unfatisfied claims, &c. during the late war in Germany, 170,906 2 8 

To the Landgrave of Hcflc Caftel, purfuant |o treaty, — 50,000 o o 

Sum total of the fupplies granted this feffion, — 7,712,562 19 if 

Ways and means for raifing the above fupply granted to his Majefty, viz, 

DECEMBER 8. 

The duties on malt, &c. to be continued to June 24, 1765* 750,000!. 

A land tax of 4s. in the pound to be raifed, in the ufual manner, for one year, from 
March 25, 1764, 2,037,854!. 19s, iid. 

FEBRUJRr 6. 

All perfons entitled to fuch of the bills payable in courfe of the navy or viftualling offices, 
or for tranfports, made out on or before December 31, 1762, as have not been converted into 
annuities, after the rate of 4I. per cent, per ami. (after having had the intereft, due thereupon 
to March 25, 1763, inciufive, computed) lhal I be entitled to an annuity, transferable at the 
Bank of England, for the principal and intereft due on the faid bills, after the rate of 4I. per 
cent, per ann, commencing from March 25, 1763, in lieu of all other intereft, ujrtil redeemed 
by Parliament. 

FE BRUJRr 9. 

That the propofal of the Bank, for advancing the fum of 1,000,000 on Exchequer bills, and 
for paying the fum of ito,ooo1. into the Exchequer, be accepted, i,iio,oool. 

FE BRUJRr 2 u 

That the aft of the ninth of George II, chap. 37, is near expiring, and fit to be continued. 
That the aft of the fourth of George 11 . chap. 29, is near expiring, and fit to be continued. 
That fo much of an aft of the eighth of George L chap. 12, as relates to the importation of 
wood, timber and lumber from any of his Majefty’s colonics in Americas^ free from all cuftoms 
whatfoever, is near expiring, and fit to be continued. 


MJRCH 
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1,764 M A ^ C H 10, 

That a duty of 2L 19s. 9d. per hundred weight, averdupois, be laid on all foreign coffee, 
imported from any place, except Great Britain, into the Britilh colonies or plantations in A- 
•nici ica. That a duty of 6d. per lb, be laid on all foreign indigo, imported into the faid coJo- 
nics. That a duty of 7I. fterling per tun, be laid on all wine of the growth of the Madciras, 
or any other place, imported into the faid colonies. That a duty of 10s, ftcrling per tun, be 
laid on all Pottugal, Spanifli, or any other wine, except rench, imported from Great Bri- 
tain into the faid colonics. That a^Vluty of 2s! Iterling per Ib, be laid on all wrought lilks, 
Bcngals, and fluffs mixed with lilk or herba, of the manufafturc of Perfia, China, or Eaft 
India, imported from Great Britain into the faid colonies. That a duty of 2s. 6d. ftcrling 
per piece, be laid on all callicoes, painted, dyed, printed, or ftained, in Perfia, China or 
Eaft India, imported from Great Britain into the faid colonies. That a duty of 3$^ fterling 
per piece, be laid on all foreign cambrick and Trench lawns ynported from Great Britain into 
the faid colonics. That a duty of 7s. fterling per cwt. be laid on all coffee, ftiipped in any 
Britifh colony in America, in order to be exported or conveyed to any other place, except to 
Great Britain. 1 ‘hat a duty of one halfpenny, fterling, per lb. belaid on all pimento fhipped 
in any Britifh colony in America, in order to be exported to any other place except Great 
Britain. That an aft of the fixth of George I L chap. 13. l:)e continued until September 30, 
1764. That the faid aft be, with the amendments, made perpetual, from September 29, 1764. 
I hat, after September 29, 1764, in lieu of the duty granted by the faid aft upon melaffes and 
fyrups, a duty of 3d. fterling per gallon, be laid on all melaflcs and fyrups of the growth, 
produce, or manufafturc of any foreign American colony, imported into the Britifh colonics 
in America. That the produce of all the faid duties, and alfo of the duties which fliall, from 
and after September 29, 1764, be raifed, by virtue of the faid aft, be paid into the rec??ipt of 
his Majefty’s Exchequer, and there referved, to be from time to time difpofed of by Parlia- 
ment, towards defraying the neceflary expcnces of defending, prolcfting, and fecuring, the 
Britifh colonics in America. That, towards further defraying the faid expcnces, it may be 
proper to charge certain llainp duties in the faid colonics. That there be not any drawback 
allowed of any part of the rate or duty of the old fubfidy on any foreign goods, except wines, 
of the growth, produft, or manufafturc of Europe, or the Eaft Indies, exported from this 
kingdom to the Britifti colonies in America. That no drawback be allowed of any part of 
any rate or duty upon white callicoes, or foreign linens, exported from this kingdom to the 
Britifh colonies in America. Th^t the duties impofed in the Brhifh colonics in America, by 
an aft of the twxnty-fiflh of Charles IL entitled, ‘‘ An Aft for the encouragement of tlic 
Greenland and Eaftland Trades, and for the better fecuring the Plantation Trade,” be de- 
clared to be fterling money. That the importation of rum and fpirits, of the produce or ma- 
nufafture of any foreign American colony, into the Britifli colonics in America, be prohibited. 
That the annuities, granted in 17b i, for a certain term of 99 years, from January 5, 1761, 
transferable at the Bank of England, be, from January 5, 1764, with the confent of the 
fcveral proprietors, added to, and made a joint ftock with, the annuities which Were granted 
in 1762, for a certain term of 98 years, from January 5, 1762, transferable at the Bank of 
England ; and that the charges and cxpcnccs thereof be paid out. of the finking fund, In 
the fame manner as thofc of the faid annuities granted in 1762, are paid and payable ; and 
fuch perfons as lhall not, on or before June 1, 1764, fignify their diflent, in books to be 
opened at the Bank of England for tliat purpofc, ftiall be' deemed and taken to affent thereto. 

That 
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1764 That the 3 per cent, annuities, granted in 1761, in refpeft of the fum of 12,000,000 borrow- 
ed towards the fupply of the year 1761, together with the charges aad cxpences attending the 
fame, be, with the like confent of the fcveral proprietors thereof, charged upon, and made 
payable out of the finking fund. That all the monies that have arifen fince January 5, 1764, 
or may hereafter arife, of the produce of the additional duty on ftrong beer and ale, which was 
made a fund for payment^ of the 3 per cent, annuities, granted in refpeft of the fum of 
12,000,000 borrowed by virtue of an^aft of the firft of George III. towards the fupply of the 
year 1761, and alfo of the annuities for a certaih term of 99 years, granted in refpedt of the 
^arac fum, be made part of the finking fund. That, towards raifing the fupply granted to his 
Majefty, there be ifiued and applied the fum of two millions, out of fuch monies as fliali arifc 
• of the furpiulTcs, CKceflcs, or overplus monies, and otlier revenues, compofing the finking 
futid, 2,ooo,oool. 

. ■ MA R C II 13. 

That an additional duty of il. 2s. fterling, per cwt. avcrd^ipois, be laid on all white or 
clayed fugars, of the produce or manufafture of any foreign American colony, imported into 
any Britilh colony in America. That the produce of the faid additional duty be paid into the 
receipt of his Alajefty’s Exchequer, and there referved, to be, from time to time, difpolcJ of 
by Pariiameni, towards defraving the ncceliary cxpences of defending, protc£ting, and fecur- 
ing the Britifh colonics in America. That upofi all wines, except French, exported as mcr- 
cdiandixe, from this kingdom to the Britifh colonics in America, a drawback be allowed of 
all the duties paid on the importation of iuch wines, except 3I. 10s. per tun, part of the addi- 
tional duty of 4!, per tun, granted by an aft made in the laft feffion of Parliament ; ai^d alfi) 
except fuch part of the duties paid upon wines, imported by (Irangcrs or aliens, or in foreign 
fliips, as exceeds what would have been payable upon fuch wines, if the fame had been itn 
ported by Brltifii fubjefts, and In Britilh ihlps. That no allowance be made for leakage, 

/ upon the importation of any wines into this kingdom, unlefs fuch wines be imported direftly 
from the place of their growth, or from the ufual place of their firft (hipping, except only 
Madeira wines, imported from any of the Britifh colonics. in America, or from the Eaft 
... Indies. That any perfon, or perfons, he permitted to import, in fhips belonging to his Ma-i 
jefty’s fubjefts, whale fins, taken from whales caught, by any of his Majefty’s fubjefts, in the 
gulph or river of St. Lawrence, or in any feas on the coafts of any of his Majefty’s colonies 
in America, without paying any cuftom, fubfidy, or duty for the fame, except the rate or 
duty of the old fubfidy, for the term of feven years, f[om December 25, 17 ^ 3 ' 

. MA R C H \s: 

That the duties now payable on beaver fkins imported into Great Britain, from his MajtT- 
ty’s dominions in America, do ccafe ; and that there be granted to his Majefty in lieu thcieof, 
a duty of 7d. on each beaver fkin exported from Great Britain. That there be granted to his 
Majefty a duty of is. 6d. per lb, for all beaver wool exported from Great Britain. That the 
faid duties be made applicable to the fame purpofes, to which the former duties upon beaver 
fkins were applied. That no drawback be allowed upon beaver fkins exported from Great 
Britain. 

MA R C H 22. 

That there be raifed by loans or Exchequer bills, to be charged upon the firft aids to be 
granted in the next feffion, and fuch Exchequer bills, if not dlfchargcd, with intereft thereupon, 
on or before April 5, 1765, to be exchanged and received in payment in the ufual manner, 
VoL. IV. H the 
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1764 the fom of 8oo,oool. That the fum of 3,497!. 9s. 9d. remaining in the receipt of the Exche- 
quer, being the forplus of thefcvcral duties upon beer and aJe, granted by an aft of the firft of 
his Majcfty’s reign, be iffued and applied towards making good the fupply granted in this fef- 
fion. That fnch. part of the fom of 150,000!. granted in the laft feffion for defraying the 
charge of the pay and doathing of the militia, for one year, beginning March aj, 1763, as 
fhall remain in the receipt of the Exchequer, after the Ikid^ charge is fatished, be ilTued and 
applied towards raifing the fupply granted in this feffion. That the aft of the fifth of George 
the Second, chap, 28, « near expiring,* and fit to be continued. That the aft of the fixth of 
George II. chap. 33. is near expiring, and fit to be continued. That the aft of the twenty- 
&cond of George II. chap. 45. is near expiring, and fit to be cotitinued. 

RECJPITULJTJON. 

By the two refolutions of December 8. — * ~ 2,787,854 19 i r 

By the refolution of February 9. ~ 1,110,000 o o 

By the twenty-fecon^ refolution of March 10. ~ 2,000,000 o o 

By the firft and fecond refolutions of March 2. — 803,497 9 9 

To which if we add, firft, the liquidated provifions made by tlie com- 
snlttee of fupply, as follows : 

By the fixth and feventh refolutions of March I. 163,558 3 

By the fecond refolution of April 7. • — 170,906 2 8 

Secondly, The net produce of the French prizes taken before the de- 
claration of war, and vetted in the crown, but gracioully given up by 
his Majefty for the fcrvice of the public, — — 723,758 o o 

Sum total of tl>e liquidated provifions will be — 7 , 759>574 *5 7 it 

Excefs of provifions, — 47,®*t *7 oM 


A general account of die public debts at the receipt of the Exchequer, ftanding out Janu 


ary 3, 1764, wiciithe annual intcreft, &c. 


Principal Debt. jlnnual Inter eji, &c 


♦ Exchequer, ~ 

- -- 

2,021,981 12 

d, 

9 l 

153.164 

s. 

4 

d. 

8 

Eaft India Company, 

— 

4,200,000 0 

0 

127,687 

10 

0 

Bank of England,, 

— 

96,239,498 3 

3 i- 

3.238J789 

5 

Si 


By remaining annuities of one life each, granted 
on the lotteries of 1 745 and > 74&* — Ditto on the 
3 per cent, annuities of 1757 and 1761 ; as alfo on 
the annuities of i per cent, for 98 years to the fub- 
feribers to the loan of 12,000,000!. granted for the 
lervicc of the year 1762, together with the charges of 
management to the Bank of England, 

South Sea Company, 


Total, 


27,125,309 1$ Hi 
129,586,789 10 o^ 


339*979 9 9 

829,507 14 I* 
4,689,128 2 o 


* The lend texts end dvtiet oa malt, bchig samnl grants, are not charged in ihk aeconnt, nor the i,oo»,ooof. charged 
M the dedoftioa of 4d. per pound on peafiont, nor the fom of s,<loo,oool. charged on the furplua, in the year 1764. 

IMPORTS 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, 

Countries* 

Africa, — — 

Canariea, 

Denmark and Norway, — 

Eaft Country, — 

Eall India, % 

Flanders, — 

France, — • *— 

•Germany, — — 

Greenland, — 

Holland, — 

Ireland, — 

Italy, — — 

Madeiras — 

Portugal, — • 

Kuflra, — • — 

Spain, — - 

St I eights, •— 

•Sweden, — — 

Turkey, — — 

Venice# ■■ ■ ' " " — 

Britifli and Irlfli linens per bounty, 

Alderney, — 

Bcllc-Hle, 

Guernfey, * — 

Jerfey, 

Antigua, - 

JBarbadoes, — 

Bermudas, — 

Canada, — 

Carolina, — . — 

Dominica, — —— 

Florida, 

Georgia, — 

Granades, — 

Guada loupe, — 

Havannah, 

Hud ion’s Bay, 

Jamaica, 

Martinico, — •— 

IVIontlerrat, — 

Nevis, — . ■" " ' 

New England, — 

Newfoundland, 

New Providence, — 

New York, 

N ova Scotia, — 

Pccnfylvania, — 

St. Croix, — ' — 

St. John’s Ifland, — • 

St. Kitt’s, — 

St. Euftatia, 

St. Vincent, " 

Tortola, _ — 

Tobago, — 

Virginia and Maryland, — 

Spaniih Weft Indies, — 

Foreign coin and bullion. 

Prize goods, — . — . 

Totals., 


from Christmas 1763, to Christmas 1764. 


Imports^ 


Exports. 


35.738 

9 

2 

3.158 

to 

7 

85,027 

9 

6 

224.499 

8 

I 

,182,844 

18 

6 

* 45.772 

2 

3 

95.^30 

^9 

X I 

606,410 

1 

2 

7.936 *7 



2 

2 


*9 

8 

810,902 

9 

5 

5 > 79 ^ 

9 

3 

3 i -*»974 

8 

5 

920,295 

12 

3 

505,489 

6 

4 

32,271 

4 

1 1 

253,280 

191,565 

I 

1 1 

16 

— 

54,992 

10 

5 

173 

10 

t 

• 

4 

6 

27*075 

18,282 

15 

II 

0 

5 

307739^ 

6 

8 

300,213 

17 

3 

165 

II 

i 

44,669 

9 

5 

34 i» 7-*7 

31,894 

12 

7 

6 

2 

294 

3 

4 

3 > 3^5 

9 

4 

206,889 

*3 

6 

33 » 5 S^ 

17 

— 

57735 

8 

— 

9*^72 

9 

2 

,076,155 

1 

9 

3.169 

6 

8 

82,966 

*5 

— * 

60,952 

1 1 

2 

88,157 

I 

9 

30.354 

•2 

4 

4.436 

6 

7 

53.697 

10 

4 

3* 

19 

3 

36,258 18 

I 

8,681 

12 

6 

80 

*7 

2 

283,842 

4 

1 

917 


10 

4 it 549 

1 

I r 

559.408 

16 

z 

9.398 

1 1 

3 

44.361 

5 

2 

1,364.307 

12 

3 


Exports exceed the Imports^ 


. 464,878 

H 

2 

3^7867 

10 

2 

UN 534 

5 

5 

290,331 

6 

9 

1,165,600 

12 

4 

54^»777 

16 

10 

208,765 

H 

B 

27 . 379 > 3*5 

3 

9 

2,040,467 

9 

9 

1,634.382 

I 

8 

7 S 4>446 

4 

2 

40.152 

12 

6 

1,244,198 

6 

7 

67,952 

8 

6 

1,318,345 

4 

1 1 

120,574 

9 

7 

* 8 . 35 * 

4 

7 

70,008 16 

1 1 

9*952 

j I 

10 

24,863 

9 

z 

1,104 

3 

2 

34,064 19 

4 

* 9.353 

1 

1 

63,136, 10 

10 

181,710 

1 1 

3 

* 0.534 

3 

7 

2 S *.385 

12 

6 

305,808 

I 

6 

■ 16,415 

12 

6 

15.004 

15 

7 

*8,338 

2 

1 1 

65.935 

3 

9 

3,892 

11 


456 ,S 2 « 

I 

1 1 

7 . 55 * 

8 

9 

7.934 

16 

5 

459.765 

— 

II 

72,588 

6 

3 

2,8q8 

6 

9 

5 * 5 . 4*6 

12 

I 

* 5.434 

17 

— 

435 .* 9 * 

14 


6,625 

16 

xo 

98,3** 

8 

2 

97 * 


2 

2,485 

I 

— 

349 

8 

5 

5 ‘S.* 9 * 

10 

6 

310,024 

19 

6 

35*78^ 19 

2 

6,512,403 

16 

3 

6,148,096 

4 

0 
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A. P. 

1764 On the 28th day of Auguft died, Sir John Barnard, Knight, Alderman and Father of the 
city of London, Avhich he had reprcfcntcd in hy fuccellive Parliaments. His afliduity as a 
magiflrate, his abilities as a fcnator, and his integrity as a man, rendered him one of the moft 
icfpeftablc and popular charafters of the times in which he lived. As a telHmony of public 
gratitude for the great fervices he rendered to the trade of his country, the merchants of Lon- 
don caufed bis ftatue to be eroded, duiing his life, on the Koval Exchange; a folid honour 
which envy never attempted to mutil,itc, and pa^^y fpirit never wifhed to remove. Thefc 
pages, devoted to record the annals of l^ritilh commerce, w’ould furcly have been very deficient,, 
if they had negleded to mention the name and honours of this great commercial char 
rader. 

Extrad from the general bill of ail the chriitenings and burials within the city of London, 


from December 13, 1763, to December ti; 1764. 


Chriftened, Males, 8,593 

Buried, ^Vlalcs, 

”.503 

Females, • 8,208 

Females, 

11,699 

16,801 


23,202 


Amfterdam, died, 8,585; born, 5,896. 

Brunfwick, died, 970; born, 1,219;* marriages, 361. 

Denmark, died, 27,167 ; born, 25,756. 

Norway, died, 19,386; 6011121,236. 

The dutchies of Slefwick and Holftein, lordfhips of Pinnenberg, and the city of Altena* 
died, 11,865; born 13,159. 

Drefdcn, died, 1,460; born, 1,84a; marriages, 445. 

Drontheim, died, 4,128; born, 5,045. 

Dublin, died, 2,307; born, 1,999. 

Franeforton the Maine, died, 983; baptized, y22 ; mariiagcs, 2l8‘. 

Haerlem, died, 910 ; born, 88c. 

Hague, died, 1,113. 

Hannau, died, 430 ; born, 457; marriages, 145. 

Leipfick, died in the city, 479 ; in the fuburbs, 520 ; born, 974 ; marriages, 377. 

Ratifbon, of the Protefiant congregation died, 260 ; born, 227 ; marriages, 67. 

Rotterdam, died, 1,735; marriages, 155. 

Paris, died, 17,199; born, 19,404; marriages, 4,838; foundling children, .§,560. 

Chefter, from January i, 1764, to January i, 1765, died, 452; chriftened, 383; mar- 
riages, 149. 

Manchcllcr and Salford, died, 754; born, 886; marriages, 447. 

Wc fhall conclude this year with obferving, that the Houfe of Commons palTed a vote, that 
it was juft and requifite to efiablifh ilamp duties in America, iimilar to thofe already fettled in 
Great Britain, towards defraying the expences neceflary for the proteftion of the colonies. 
This was the firft, though unfulpe£ted ilep to that feene of domefiic difeontent, which ended 
in a war the moft important that ever employed the arms of Great Britain. 

> 7^5 The a& for impoftng a tax on ftamps in America, which was the parliamentary offspring of 
this year, will be, of courfe, a principal objed of our attention in relating the eveius of it ; and 
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1765 though it is a fubjeft which has been fo minutely confidcred by the national mind, yet as its 
conlbquences will form fuch a very confidcrable feature in this work, we ihould be naturally 
confidered as very deficient, if we were entirely to pafs over, in this place, the circumftances 
wliich led to, and accompanied the cnaftion of it. 

No war was ever terminated with greater glory than that which Great Britain carried on 
againft the combined powcis of France and Spain, and was concluded by the treaty of Paris, 
in 1763. The power and energy the Briti(l\ nation had been condufted by the greateft 
miiiiftcr, perhaps, that ever guided the councils of any empire; and partaking, as it were, of 
his aftive, unconquerable fpirit, commanded that fucceffion of vidories, both by fea and land, 
in every part of the globe, which made Europe tremble with aftoniihraent, and dillipated the 
boaflcd ftrength of the houfe of Bourbon* 

At length the peace of 1763 put a final period to this memorable war ^ and Great Britain 
became pollefled of the imnicnfe continent of North America, from the banks of the Millifippi 
to the fhores of Greenland. She acquired feveral valuable iflapds in the Weft Indies, and 
eftablillied herfclf in the oriental world with fuch augmented poflcffiion and added ftrength, as 
to poflefs a decided fuperiority over all other European nations who carry^ on any commerce, 
and polTcfs any fettlements in thoib diftant countries. 

But wdiile the eye of patriotifm gazed with peculiar delight on this fplendid fccnc of Brltifli 
clory, the pervading fpirit of political prophec)rwas not backward in imparting its apprelien- 
iions of that mifehief which has fince arifen from it. 

The entire ceflion of the French poffcllions in North America, was a fubje^ of trembling 
expedation in the minds of many who were, by no means, in the habit of employing their 
rcafon in idle Ipeculations. While this vaft extent of country remained in the poilbffion of 
France, it certainly operated as a powerful reftraint upon the colonies, and by keeping them in 
perpetual alarms, obliged them to have continual recourfe to the parent ftate for aid and pro- 
tedion. The acquiiition therefore of Canada, &c. by freeing the Britifla North American 
colonics from all apprchenfions on that dangerous quarter, afforded them a fecurity which they 
had never known ; and, of courfc, gave leifure for the progrefs of tliofe ideas, which otlicr- 
wile might indeed have occafionally rifen into exiitence, but would never have attain' d to any 
degree of maturity. 

While France pofTclTed this ceded territory, flie muft, in the moft confidential mo- 
ments of peace, have been confidered, from her American pofition, exclufive of all other 
circumftances, as a natural enemy to Britifli Ajnciica; and while that idea remain d, 
the connedion between Great Britain and her Colonies muft have fubfifted. The one 
would have wanted protedion, and the other would have required obedience; and thefe 
reciprocal obligations would have preferved their union unbroken every circumftancc 
of it. 

Thus the conclufion of the war between Great Britain and France, placed the North Ame- 
rican colonics in a fituation of advantage which they had never before known, and gave them 
an unexperienced opportunity to exert all that natural vigour which they have fince manifefted. 
That they fhould now- begin to feel their confequcncc, was a matter of natural expedation ; 
and that the wifh to realize it, in fome degree, by enlarging their privileges, or preffing a little 
on what might be confidered as the exuberance of parental authority, fhould be cncouragedi 
among them, was the refult of their profperous and powerful condition. 
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* 7^5 The advantages which the Americans pof?eifled were numerous ; nor did they want a fpiiit 
to add to the number of them. Their interior trade* as well as external commerce, was greatly 
incrcafed ; their population augmented, their agriculture extended, and their kncwlege en- 
larged. While they poflefled frugality and induftry, thofe two leading principles of private 
and public profperity, they could boaft an ardent, but well-direfted fpirit of commercial enter- 
prize ; and though they declared a moft faithful attachment U> Great Britain, and had mani- 
fefted, on all occafions, a dutiful obedicpcc to its g^Y^rnment, yet the republican fpirit which 
had led their anceftors to the American defarts, was preferved amongfl: them with a traditional 
devotion, particularly in the New England provinces, and remained a latent principle of 
aflion, ready to break forth whenever any events fliould take place which might encourage its 
exertion. Nor is it a matter of dubious relation, that to attain a ftate of political indepen- 
dence, was a favourite, as it had been a conftant hope,* with many perfons of charafter and 
influence, from the carlleft times of their colonization, till it was univerfally adopted in that 
conteft which obtained it for them# 

But this was not all :— The French, long before the commencement of the war in 1756, 
gave very unequivocal proofs of their defire to cfFefi a reparation between England and its 
North American colonies ; and when that war had finally deprived them of all expeftation of 
gaining any point by the power of their arms, they began to praftife thofe intrigues, and em- 
ploy thofe artifices, which have fo oftcn*iervcd that treacherous nation with better effeft than 
more honourable exertions. They employed their Iccret, but aftive cmiffaries, to dilfeininatc 
fuch opinions as were befl; calculated to raife the political importance of America in the opi- 
nion of its inhabitants, and to difpofe them to look with a jealous eye on the regulating power 
of the mother country. Such arts were praflifed with pcrfcverance and with fuccefs. 

The nations of Europe were alfo growing into what might be confidcred, by the impartial 
politician, as a rcafonable jcaloufy of the amazing power of Great Britain, and would have 
rejoiced to fee a limb broken off from that cololTal greatnefs of our country whicli feemej to 
bellride the globe. 

At this time, therefore, and when all thefe circumflances were evident to the moft common 
obfervation, it was furely the true policy of Great Britain to have employed the moft tera^ c- 
ratc mcafurcs in her government of the American colonies ; and it was at this moment that 
file began to exercife her power, though not indeed without confideration ; for the miniftcr of 
that period was not in the habit of committing rafh adlions. 

Mr. (irenville poflefled an uncoijimon fpirit of induftry, great financial knowledge, and un- 
impcachcd integrity : but with thefe, and other eminent qualities, there was a contraftion of 
mind in his charafter, tliat was much better fuited to the detail of an inferior department than 
the condufl: of a great empire. He felt the weight of debt, amounting at this time to one 
hundred and forty-eight millions, which opprefled his country, and he looked to the mcliora- 
iion of the revenues as the only mode of relieving it; He was right in principle, but wrong 
in praftice. — He had ftudied the public revenues with a profeflional afliduity, and profeflional 
ideas feemed to mingle in all his regulations concerning them. I'hc methods which were 
now adopted to prevent fmuggling, might not have been attended with any unpleafant con- 
fequcnces, if they had been confined to the coafts of Great Britain and Ireland; but by ex- 
tending them to the fhorcs of America, they interrupted a commerce, which though not ftriftly 
legal, was extremely advantageous to the colofrics# They were therefore in a ftate of no com- 
mon difeontent on account of the afts of the Britifli Parliament which added to their reftraints, 
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1765 when the ftamp aft appeared to heighten their refentment, and raifea kind of private difplca- 
fure into public remonllrance and general oppofition. 

A number of armed cutters were llationed around the coafts of Great Britain, and the moft 
rigid orders were iffued to the commanders of them to aft in tlie capacity of revenue officers. 
They were enjoined to take tlie ufual cuflom-houfc oaths, and to obferve the regulations pic- 
feribed by them. Thus was the diitinguilhcd charaftcr of a Britilh naval officer degraded by 
the empl oyments of a tide-waiter, |i|d that aftivc, zealous courage which had been accuftomed 
to the conqueft of an enemy, was now to be exerted in oppofing a contraband trade, and to 
find a reward in the feizure of prohibited comipoditics. 

The clamour againft thefe mcafures was loud in England; but in America the difeontent 
on the occafion was little ihort of outrage. As naval gentlemen, the commanders of thefe 
vciiels were not converfant in the duties of revenue colleftion, they were ^therefore oftentimes 
guilty of oppreffioa : remedies were indeed at hand in England ; but as Lords of the Ad- 
miralty or the Treafury could alone reftify any errors, check aqy violence, punilh any injuf- 
ticc, or reftorc any violated property, it was always extremely difficult, and in many cafes al- 
mod imprafticabJe, for the Americans to obtain redrefs. 

But bad as this evil was, there arofe one, from the fame fource, which was ftill worfe. — A 
trade had been carried on for more than a century between the Britilh and Spanilh colonies in 
the new world, to the great advantage of both, but cfpecially the former, as well as of the mo- 
ther country ; the chief materials of it being on the fide of the Britifli co Ionics Britilh manu- 
faftures, or fuch of their own produce as enabled them to purchafe Britilh mainufafturcs for 
their own confumption ; and, on the part of the Spaniards, gold and filver in bullion and coin, 
cochineal, and medicinal drugs, befide live flock and mules ; which, in the Weft India plan- 
tations, to which places alone thefe laft articles were carried, from their great utility, juflly 
del’erved to be confidered of equal importance with the moft precious metals. 

I'his trade did not clalh with the fpirit of any aft of Parliament made for the regulation of 
the Britilh plantation trade ; or, at leaft with that fpirit of trade which univerfally prevails in 
our commercial afts : but it was found to vary fufficiently from the letter of the former, to 
give the new revenue officers a plea for doing that from principles of duty, which rliere were 
no fmall temptations to do from the more powerful motives of intereft. Accordingly, they 
feized, indifcriminately, all the Ihips upon that trade, both of fubjefts and foreigners , which 
the cuflom-houfe officers llationed on fliore, cither through fear of the inhabitants, a more juft 
way of thinking, or an happy ignorance, had always^permitted to pafs unnoticed. 

As the advantage of this commerce was very much in favour of Great Britain, the Spanilh 
monarchy had always oppofed it : guarda-coftas were commilfioned to fcour the coafts of her 
American dominions, and to feize every vellel which approached too near them ; a duty which 
they had exercifed with fuch general licence, as to provoke the war which broke out in 1739. 
The Britilh cruizers feemed to aft at this time with the fame fpirit in dellroying this com- 
merce, fo that in a Ihort fpace of time it was almoft wholly annihilated. 

7 'his circumftance was to the northern colonies a deprivation of the moft ferious nature.—- 
This traffic had long proved the mine from whence they drew thofc fupplics of gold and filver 
that enabled them to make copious remittances to England, and to provide a fufficiency of 
current fpcclc at home. A fudden Hop being thus put to fuch a fource of advantage, tlxe Ame- 
ricans exprefled the injury they fullained in the harlheft terms that a fenfe of injury could in- 
fpirc. But in fpitc of all cooiyplaints, the miniftry continued to proceed in their unfortunate 
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1765 career, and nieafurcs equally ofFenfive to the inhabitants of the North American colonics con- 
tinued to be fucceffivcly adopted, 

Befides this trade carried on between the Britilh colonies in general, cfjrccially thofe in the 
Weft Indies, and the SpaniQt, there had for a long time fubfifted one equally extenfive be- 
tween the Britilh North American colonies in particular, and thofe of the French W eft In- 
dies, to the great advantage of both, asitconftfted chiefly it} fuch goods as xnuft otherwils 
have remained upon the hands of tire poffcftbrs ; fo,that it united, in the ftrifteft fenfe, all 
thofe benefits which liberal minds inclddc in the idea of a well regulated commerce, as tend- 
ing, in the higheft degree, to the mutual welfare of thofe who were concerned in it. 

In thefc benefits the refpeflive mother coiintiics had, without doubt, a very large Iliare, 
though it may be impolliblc to determine which, upon the whole, had the moft. Wc had enough 
to engage thofe in power to think, it worth connivance,‘for it certainly was not ftriftly to law, 
in confideration of the vaft quantity of manufa£turcs it ehabled<our American colonics to take 
from us ; and this alfo,^in fpite of all the clamours which thofe concerned in our W’eft India 
trade and pofleflions could raife againft it, as enabling the French to undcrfcll them in Well 
India produce at the foreign markets. This outcry might indeed be found to arife, in a great 
meafure, from another confideration, which it was not fo proper for tbefe gentlemen to avow, 
that of their not getting fo good a price as otherwife they might expeft, for fuch part of tl.eir 
produce as they fold in the markets of tlteir mother country ; and which, confidering the vaft 
demand for it, even b^ the poor, to whom, from long habit, it is become one of the chief nc- 
ceflaries of life, it would have favoured of oppreflion if it had been permitted to advance iii 
price. But, be that as it may, this trade was foffered to be carried on in the late war between 
Great Britain and France; dircftly, by means of flags of truce ; and indire£Ily, through the Dutcii 
and Danifli iflands ; and afterwards through the Spanilh port of Monte Chrifti, in the ifhnd 
of Hifpaniola ; till, at laft, the vaft advantages the French received from it above what the 
Englifh could expea, in confequence of our having, in a manner, laid ficge to all their Weft 
India iflands, determined government to put a ftop to it. 

In doing this, however, they did not think proper to confider it fo much in the light of a 
contraband trade, as m that of a trcafonahle praaicc, by lupplying the enemy with nccelfaric;, 
without which it would have been impofliblc for thefe valuable iflands to hold out fo long 
againft our attempts to reduce them. Accordingly, as foon as the conclulTon of the war had 
taken the appellation of treafon from this trade, it returned again to its priftine, flourifliing 
condition ; and thus it remained, till it funk beneath the fame blow with the trade between 
us and the Spaniards, whofc hiftory we have already related. 

This trade not only prevented our North American colonics from being drained of their 
current caflr, by the calls of the mother country upon them, but added greatly to it, fo as to 
make it, in fome meafure, keep pace with their domcftic trade, which could not but greatly 
increafe in proportion to the remarkable increafe of mankind in a part of the world, where the 
cheapnefs of land determines fo great a part of the inhabitants to the excrcife of the rural arts, 
which are known to be fo favourable to population. 

Though the fuppreffion of that trade which we have juft been relating, inftead of barely in- 
terruptirjg thefe fupplics of the necelTaries and conveniencies of life, which the North Ameri- 
can colonies were before accuftomed to receive in return for their fuperfluitics and incum- 
brances, tended vifibly, by obftruaing their internal commerce, to deprive tlicm, in a great 
• ■ degree, even of thofe blelSngs, tlic fourccs of which lay within themfclvcs ; yet a law was 
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made in the beginning of the laft year, which, whilft h rendered legal, in feme refpefts, their 
intercourfe with the other European colonics in the new world, loaded tlie beft part of it witli 
duties fo far above its ftrength to bear, as to render it contraband to all intents and purpofes* 
Bcfidcs, it ordered the money arifing from thelc duties to be paid, and in fpecie, into the 
Britilh Exchequer, to tiie entire draining of the little ready money which might be ftill re- 
maining in the colonies ; awd within a fortnight after, another law was paffed to hinder the 
colonies from fupplying the demanci of money fpr their internal wants, by preventing fuch 
paper bills of credit as might be afterwards in them, from being made legal tender in payment; 
and the legal tender of fuch bills as were a£lually fubfifting, from being prolonged beyond the 
periods already limited for calling in and finking the fame, 

Thefc new regulations following caclrother fo rapidly, produced an equal degree of furprize 
and difeontent among the people of North America. Warm and fpiritcd.remonftranccs were 
fent to England on the ocJtafion. Among other arguments they alleged, that fuch reftraints 
upon their trade were abfolutely ruinous, as they tended to put a«i end to the clearing of their 
lands, and damped the profccution of their filhcrics. They alfo aflerted, that unlcfs thofe 
foreign ports where they depofited the furplus of their corn, and of the provifions of all kinds 
with which their country abounded, were freely opened to them, they knew not whither to 
carry them. The IJritifti iflands in the Weft Indies were not equal to their confumption, and 
Great Britain did not want them : it was abfoliltely necelTary, therefore, that forae places for 
the difpofal of them fhould be permitted, where they might fetch a rcafonable price. 

But fuch rcmonftrances, though founded in national policy, were not regarded, and the 
Americans became determined to unite in a general oppofition to the views of the Brithh mi- 
iiiftry. Public meetings were held, and rcfolutions were entered into, to make no further im- 
portations from Great Britain but fuch as unavoidable neceflity required ; and to encourage, 
to the utmoft of their power, every kind of manufacture that was practicable among them- 
fclves. Thefc refolutions were fteadily obferved in America, and their cfFeCts were ferioufiy 
felt in England : the manufacturers began to exprefs their alarms ; and minifters found that 
trans-Atlantic difeontents were re-echoed in their own ftrccts. 

It is indeed proper to obferve, that all the money arifing from the above duties, was to be 
referved for defraying the charges of protecting the colonics on which if was levied ; and that, 
at the fame time, with the law for reftraining the incrcafc of paper money, feveral new laws 
were made to cncrcafc and encourage, as well as regulate, the commercial intercourfe of our 
North American colonics with the mother country : fuch as a bill for granting leave, for a 
limited time, for carrying rice from the provinces of South Carolina and Georgia to other 
parts of America, on paying Britifla duties ; a bill for granting a bounty on the importation of 
hemp, as well as rough and undrefled flax, from the American colonics to Great Britain ; and 
a bill to encourage the whalc-fifhcry on tlicir coafts. But, unfortunately, the effeCts of all 
thefe Jaws to reft rain the foreign, and cramp the domeftic trade of the colonies, were certain 
and inftantancous ; whereas the cfFefts of tlie laws made for their benefit, which might com- 
penfate, in fome degree, for thefe evils, was, if not uncertain, at Icaft remote. 

The minifter, from whofe honeft, but miftaken intentions to ferve his coui>try, proceeded 
all the regulations and jaws relating to the Britifli colonies which we liave already mentioned, 
thought it right that a meafurc of fo much importance and novelty as the palFmg a law to levy 
a tax in North America, ftiould not be brought forward without giving the colonics who were 
to pay the tax, and the .members of both Houfes, who were to join in palling the afl , fuflicicnt 
VoL,lV* I opportunity 
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1765 opportunity to make it an object of deliberate confideration. He had alfo another i^afon for 
poflponing all further proceedings upon the refolutiou of laft feflion, for iinpofing a {lamp 
duty in America, v\hich was to give the colonies time to ofler a compenfarien for the revenue 
fuch a tax might produce. But t)us conduft in the miniiler, which was lepicfented by many 
as a rare example of political moderation and candour, did not receive fuch a favourable inter- 
pretation from the colonies who were the objefts of it. They leemed to coufidcr it as an 
affront rather than a cMiplinient ; and inflead of o/^Ting a compenfation for the propofed 
duty, fome of them tranfmitted petitions to be prefented to the King;, Lords, and Commons, 
poiiiively and dircflly queftioning the authority and jurifdiftion of Parliament over their pro- 
perties. 

The vote, indeed, concerning the propriety of laying a {lamp duty on the colonics, pafled 
the lower Houfe of Parliament, in the preceding feffion, without interruption ; but the final 
completion of the objeft of that vote, in pafllng it into a law, Was attended with very ferious 
and able debates, both aS to the right of tlie Eritifli legiilature to tax the colonies without their 
concurrence ; and, fuppofing that right to exifl, tlie expediency of excrcifing it for the purpofe 
in agitation. The bill, however, made its way through both Houfes, under the fanflion of 
great majorities j and, at laft, his Majcfty being indifpofed, received the royal aflent by com- 
iniflion on the 22d of March* 

Belides the claufe in this bill which enafied, that the money arifing from the duties impo- 
fed by it fhould be referved for efefraying the charge of protefting the colonics, there paftecl 
another Mil to encourage the importation of all kinds of timber from them ; which, confidcr- 
ing how plentiful that article is in moft parts of North America, might, in feme places, coin- 
penfate for the operations of the {lamp duty ; at leaft much more fo than the douceurs allowed 
in the preceding felTion could countera£l the cfic£ls of the Import and export duties laid on at 
the fame time* Rut the colonies were too much foured to be brought, at prefent, to any 
moderate degree of temper, but by an immediate removal of the principal gricva/icc. For no 
iboncr did the news of the {lamp aft having received tlie royal afll-nt arrive in America, than 
the anxiety of fearful expeftan'on turned to fury, and broke out into aftioii in every part of 
that continent. Bofton, the capital of New England, where this afflifting intelligence, very 
unfortunately, firft arrived, exprefled its rcfentinent in a manner perfeftiy corJonnablc to its 
tepublkan charaftcr, and offered an example of outrageous oppofition to the reft of the colo- 
nies : the colours of the {hipping in the harbour were difplayed half-maft high, in token of the 
deepeft: mourning, — the bells rang muffled,— the aft itfclf was printed with the deccraiion of 
a death Vhead, and cried publicly about the ilreets, by the title of “ The Folly of England, 

and the Ruin of America.’^ 

Thcfe firft effufious of rage and refentment were followed by a fcries of the moft fevere at- 
tacks from the public papers. The aft itfcif was treated with the moft ignominious contempt ; 
it was publicly committed to the flames, in feveral places, by the enraged populace, together 
with the effigies of fuch as were imagined to have been the principal promoters of it. 

While the lower claffes perpetrated every kind of outrage, the higher order of people did not 
interfere to obftruft them. They faw, perhaps, with fccrct fatisfaftion, how well they could 
be fupported in the determination they had formed to refift the defigns of Great Britain. Even 
the afTcmblics themfclvcs connived, in faft, at tiiefc tumultuous proceedings, by declining to 
affift their governors, and other officers inverted with lawful authority, either with their advice 
or countenance. They left them to aft fingly, as they might think proper, without giving tliem- 
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1765 felves any concern about the riots, the pcrfons who excited them, or thofc who fufTcred in 
confequence of them* 

When the account of this ftatc of American difeontent was received in England, feveral 
matters of tttips refufed to take any ftamps on board for the colonies, and it foon appeared that 
their precaution was well-founded ; for fuch as ventured to take them, had great rcafon to re- 
pent it, on arriving at they: dettined ports ; where, to favc their vefllls from fire, and them- 
fcives from the gallows, moft of thepi were obliged to furrender their execrated cargoes into 
the hands of the enraged multitude, to be trcatc^i in the fame ignominious manner in w^iicJi 
the aft itfclf had been treated while the reft were glad to take Ihclter under the guns of fuch 
of the King’s ttiips as happened to be at hand to proteft them. 

Thofc gentlemen who came from England with commiffibns to aft as diftributors, fared 
flill worfc : in fhort, the tcnipcr*of all ranks of people againft this aft was as violent as it was 
univcrfal. I’lic aflemblks themfclvcs, from being filent fpeftators of tlicfe popular commo- 
tions, became at length the principal aftors in the important feenes that followed. 

Encouraged by what they faw, and what they daily heard from all parts of the continent, 
they foon avowed their fentiments in the face of the world, and openly declared that the au- 
thority affumed over North America was illegal, and that Great Britain had no right to ini- 
pofe taxes upon them without their free confent* 

In thefe refolutions tlic concurrence of the tolonies was univcrfal: though they differed in 
a variety of elTcntial points, both civil and religious, there was no diflentiug voice among 
them in their oppofition to the defigns^ of the Britifli miniftry. 

On the 29th of May, Virginia took the lead, and began the work of an unreferved denial 
to the requifitions of the mother country. 

On the 8th of June, Maifachufett’s Bay voted 450I. to pay the expences of their three dele- 
gates to Congrefs. 

On the a6th of Auguft, the rioters at Bofton deftroyed the lieutenant-governor’s houfe. 

On the ift of Oftober, the firft general continental Congrefs held at New York ; who, 
after feveral refolutions, declarations, &c. petitioned his Majefty for a redrefs of grievances. 

On the 5th of Oftober, the aflembly of Maflachufett’s Bay deemed it lawful to do bufinefs 
without ftamps; and the militia refufed to obey the orders of the governor. 

Indeed, fo very univcrfal had the oppofition to the ftamp aft been, and fo very fucccfsful 
in its operations, that by the ift of November, the time when the aft took place, not a Ihcet 
of ftamped paper was to be had throughout the^ feveral colonics of New York, New Englair% 
New jerfey, Virginia, Maryland, or the two Caroliaas, except a fmall parcel which the gover- 
nor of New York, terrified by the threats of the enraged populace, had furrendcred into the 
hands of the corporation of that place, on condition that it fhould not be deftroyed, as the reft 
had been : fo that all bufinefs which could not be legally carried on without ftamps, was to- 
tally interrupted, except that of news-printing, which the printers ftill continued, pleading in 
excufc, that if they did not, the populace would treat them with the fame rigour which bad 
been cxcrcifed towards the ftamp diftributors. 

But the confequences of this ftagnation foon began to be fo feverely felt, tliat the inhabi- 
tants, who were ftill unwilling to fubmit to the aft, began to think how they could cfFeftually 
elude it* At length, the governors of feme of the provinces, though Bound by the aft to 
fwcar to fee it obferved, under the fevereft penalties, thinkings with fomc rfeafon, tlic total 
ftoppage of all public btifincfs of fucli bad confcqucucc to tiic eommunity, as to rende r law- 

Iz ' ful 
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taken by them in confcqucnce of injunaions, merely for the fakc^of that community, thought 
proper to difpenfc with the ufc of ftamps, grounding their difpenfation on the abfolute im- 
poiiibility of procuring any j and, accordingly, granted certificates of that impoffibility to all 
outward-bound veffcls, to proeea them from the penalties of the aa in other parts of his 
Majefty’s dominions. ' ♦ 

Among the different methods wiiich the Americans adopted to avoid any injury from this 
aa, thofc which we are about to relate ^appear to be the bcft*~The merchants of all thofc co- 
lonies that ventured to give it a declared oppofition, entered into the moft folcmn engagements 
with each other, not og|y to difeondnue the ordering any more goods from Great Britain^ 
and rccal the orders they had already given^ if not obeyed by the firft of January, 1766, but 
even hot to difpofc of any Britifli goods fent them on dommtfiion, that were not fhipped be- 
fore that day T or, if they confented to any relaxation from tliofc engagements, it was not to^ 
take place till the (lamp a^£t^ and even the fugar and paper money a£ls were repealed. 

The people of Philadelphia likewife rcfolvcd, though not unanimoufly, that till fuch re- 
peal, no lawyer Ihould put in fuit a demand for money owing by a refident in America to any 
one refiding in England ; and that no perfon in America^ however indebted in England, 
Ihould make any remittances there. Theie refolutions were adopted by the retailers, who 
unanimoufly agreed not to buy or fell any Britifh goods fhipped contrary to them# 

Ireland, however, received confidcrablc advantage from thefe proceedings, as thofc goods 
and commodities which were abfolutcly neceflary, they imported from that country, in ex- 
change for their hemp and flax-feed, of which they yearly fend her very large quantities. In 
the mean time, however, they omitted no methods to free themfclves even from this de- 
pendence. 

A fociety of arts, manufa£lurcs, and commerce, on the plan of that cftabliflied in I^ndon, 
was inftituted at New York^ and markets opened for the falc of home-made goods ; by which 
it foon appeared, thatgicitbcr the natives nor the manufafturers who bad, for feme time paft, 
been invited from Britain, by very ample encouragements, had been idle#v Linens, woollens, 
forae of the coarfer kinds of iron ware, malt fpirits, paper hangings, &c. were produced to the 
fociety, and when offered to falc, as greedily purcliafcd. At the fame time, left the new wool- 
len manufaAories ihould be checked by a dearth of materials, moft of the inhabitants came 
to a refolution not to cat any lamb, and not to deal with any butcher who ihould kill or ex- 
pofe lamb to fale. In ihort, an increafed fpirit of induftry and frugality unlvcrfally prevailed ; 

' the moft wealthy, and cvej| fafliionable people, were foremoft in fetting ^an example of thefe 
virtues to their countrymen, by wearing home-fpun cloaths, ratlier than make ufc of Britifh 
manufibSurea, which, till this unfortunate period, they favoured with the moft partial pre- 
ference# A refolution was alfoi at this time, in contemplation, of ftopping the exportation of 
tobacco from Yirginia arid Soutli Carolina to Great Britain f by which, confidering the great 
quantities of that article reexported from Great Britain, and the immcnfc fum fo impercepti- 
bly raifed by what fhc herfclfcoafumes ofit, her trade, and efpecially her revenue, could not 
jEail ofbeing confideribly afiSefted. 

Thus did the fix principal Brkifh colonies of North America, viz# New England, New 
York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvama, Virgiufyia, the two Carolinas, and Maryland, conduft them- 
felvcs ill confequence of aft, from the time of their firft hearing of its being voted in 

ParUament to be a proper till riiey w^re aflUred of its abfolute repeal. The other 
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1765 North American colonies, pofTibly more from a fenfe of tbcir wcakncfs than a principle of 
duty, thought proper to fubmit to it, but not all with equal grace, lire Weft India iflands 
ittanifcfted a ready fubmiflion, on this occafion, to the mother country, except St. Chrifto- 
pher’^ and Nevis, whofe populace fulFered tbemfclves to be fo far impofed on by the crews of 
fome New England veflels in their harbours, as to rival the violence of the continentaj Ame- 
ricans. Here then wc mulhquit this important fubjeft, tilLthe hiftory of the fucceeding year 

calls us to the renewal of it* . . 

* • 

In the fpring of this year, no common apprclicnfions were entertained for the publie tran- 
quillity, by the numerous aflembiiiig and difeontented ftate of the journeymen fiik-wcavcrs of 
London. Thefe labouring manufafturers being reinforced by thofe of all tlie other trades 
more iimnediately depending upon that branch, conceiving thcmfelvcs greatly injured by the 
too free ufc of French lilks, &c. aflembled by beat'of drum> witli their wives and children, 
to the amount of many thoufancls, in Spital-fields and Moor-ficlds, in order to petition the 
King and Parliament for redrefs, by a total prohibition of that |rticlc; and from thence pro- 
ceeded, in different bodies, to St. James’s and Weftminfter Hall, and not only furrounded 
the palace and the two houfes of Parliament, but, by their numbers, in fome meafure ob- 
ftrufted the communication between them. This appearance, together with the reports tliat 
the weavers of the inland towns, and tlicir dependants in trade, were coming up to join their 
diftrefled brethren in London, could not fail of cauling a very ferious alarm throughout the 
metropolis ; for had ftich a junction of deftitute, difeontented people taken place, or even had 
the London filk manufafturers,. inftcad of feeking redrefe from the head,, take^ upon them to 
redrefs themfelves, there is no faying how far the flame might have fpread, or what fatal con- 
fequcnccs might have followed before it Could have been extinguifhed. But, providentially, 
they were prevented from committing any very violent outrage by tlie ftcady exertion of the 
civil, aided by the military power; and their difplcafurc, after indulging itfelf in befetting the 
lioufe of the Duke of Bedford, wbo' had delivered his fentiments concerning them in the 
Houfe of Peers with* uncommon feverity, and in breaking the windows of fome Jioufcs 
where French filks were fuppofed to be fold, was finally appeafed without further mifehief, by 
a fcafonable fubfcription for their prefent relief, and an aflbeiation among tlie principal filk 
mercers to recal all the" orders they had given for foreign manufaftures. 

To make an applaufivc mention of fuch men as have extended commerce by their genius, 
improved it by their induftry, or honoured it by their virtue, is our duty and our pleafure 
It becomes us therefore to relate, that Stephen Theodore Janfen, E(q. was, in confequcnce f 
his conduft as a magiftrate, and his integrity as a merchant, at this time eleffed to the confi- 
dential and profitable oflice of chamberlain of London, of which city he was then alderman, 
as he had before been chief magiftrate and reprefentative. He was the firll IhcrIiF who, for a 
long time, ventured to fee the fentcnce of juftice executed at Tyburn, even in cafes tliat 
feemed to require tt moft, without the aid* of military force. On his failure, the year after 
his mayoralty, his friends fettled a confidcrablc annuity upon him, when, referving; but a 
bare fubfiftcnce for himfelf, he annually divided the reft amongft his creditors, though they 
had figned his certificate, and confcqucntly could not have compelled him to pay an additional 
farthing. A confiderabie portion of bis incon>c as chamberlain he fet apart far the fame ho- 
nourable putpofc : he alfo fold an annuity of 500I. which was left him by his brother, foon 
after his cleftion to that office, for the benefit of his creditors ; fo that he, at length, dif- 
charged every debt that had been incurred daring bis comrh^tfcial Ufc ; and enjoyed, as he well 

deferved, 
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1765 defcrvcd, the univcrfal regard and high refpeft which will ever wait upon fuch diftingulfhcd 
iategrity, ^ • 

A proclamation appeared in the London gazette, ;on the 23d of February, revoking all the 
then cxifting Mediterranean paffes within the term of two years, at which time they were to 
be exchanged for new ones, except paffes granted to Ihips gone or going to the Eaft Indies, 
or other remote places, where they cannot be timely furniilicd with them ; which pafles were 
to continue in force for two years after the faid term. This was done, according to the pro- 
clamation, to prevent a mifunderftancKng between us and the governments on the coaft of 
Barbary ; fcvcral paffes having, during the war, or by undue means, fallen into the hands of 
foreigners, who being engaged in.hoftilities with thofe ftates, employed tliem to preferve their 
property from capture* 

On the firft of June, in this year, the Englifh coloiir$ were holftcd on the caftlc of Cafllc- 
town, in tlie*lile of Man, the fovercjgnty of that illand being now annexed to the crown of 
Great Britain ; and a w days after, his Majefty was proclaimed throughout that ifland. 

By his Majefty’s proclamation relative to ther purcluafe of this fovcrcignty, for which 70,000!. 
was paid to the Duke and Dutchefs of Athol, all pcrfons> except thofe employed by the late 
proprietors in collefting the revenues, were continued in their refpeftive places and employ- 
ments, and ordered to take the oaths to his Majefty within one calendar month after the pub- 
lication; andall jurifdiftions, authorities, and forms of ' law, a£ls of ftatc, &c% from the 21ft 
of tliis month, were to be executed and iffued in his Majefty’s name. 

The inhabitants were allowed fix months to difpofc of their ftock in hand ; and, after that 
time, were to become fubjefl: to the fame taxes, cuftoms, and duties as the people of Eng- 
land, and to be under the fame regulations and reftridions ; for which purpofe, an excil'e- 
office and cuftom-houfe were immediately eftablilhed. 

By an abftraQ: of the clear revenue of this ifland, from 1754 to medium income 

appears to have been 7,293!. per annum ; of which, the land revenue for the laft year was 
1,4091* 17s. 6d. — and the annual income of the lands in the hands of the lord of the ifle, was 
about 107I* 

Thus this ifland, which had fo long been an afylum for fmugglers and outlaws, and a kind 
of open magazine for contraband goods, was brought whhin the pale of regular government, 
and enabled to pour in a juft contribution to the general treafury of the Britiffi empire. 

It may not be thought improper to add to this article, an abftraft of the aft of Parliament 
for annexing the ifland and lordfliip of Man to the crown, upon the farrender of tlic Duke 
and Duchefs of Athol* 

After ftating the fcvcral grants, by which the Duke of Athol and his prcdcceffors the 
Earls of Derby held the faid ifland, and the agreement made by the prefent Duke and Duchefs 
with the lords of bis Majefty’s treafury, it is enafted, that the faid ifland, caftle and lordfhip 
of Man, and all the illands and lordlhips, royalties and regalities, franchifes, liberties and fea 
ports to the fame belonging, and all other the hereditaments and premifes granted by the feve- 
ral letters patent to the family of Derby, &c. Aall be unalienably vefted in his Majefty and 
his fucceflbrs, excepting and referving to the Duke of Athol .and his heirs, the patronage of 
the bifliopric of the ifland of Man, or of the biflioprics of Sodor and Man, the temporalities 
of the fame when vacant, and all other patronages and ecclefiaftical benefices within the iflands: 
alfo referving the landed property, with all rights in or over the foil, as lords of the manor, 
with all courts baron, rents,; fcrvic^s, and other incidents to fuch courts belonging ; waftes, 
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tyb^ commons, and other lands ; inland waters, fifhing, mills, mines and minerals ; and alfo rc- 
ferving the honorary fervicc of rendering to his Majelty’s heirs and fucceffors, Kings and 
Qik-c :ns of England, two falcons on the days of their refpeftive coronations/* 

In the month of July a board of longitude was held at the Admiralty, when the marine table 
for finding the longitude at fca, by the lunar method, invented by a Mr. Witchel, was taken 
into confideration and appro^icd, and a thoufand pounds ordered to be advanced, to enable the 
inventor to carry it into execution ; ^«yid that gentleman, Mr. Ifrael Lyons, junior, Mr. Wil- 
liam Wales, of Greenwich, and Mr. Mapfon, w^rc appointed computors of a nautical ephe- 
incris, for the ufe of navigation and aftronomy •, and Mr.. Richard Dunithorne to correft the 
fame for the prefs. 

About this time, the French, with their ufual fpirit of encroachment, made an attempt to 
fifli on that part of the coaft of Newfoundland from whence they were excluded by treaty ; but 
the aft ive vigilance, and fpirited conduft: of Governor Pallifer, who took fevcral of die boats, 
&c. prevented any continuance of a prafticc, fo contrary to national honour and good faith. 

In the courfe of the month of Auguft, eight Ihips, which had been long and anxioully ex- 
pefted from New Spain, and another from Buenos Ayres, arrived at Cadiz. The cargoes of 
thefe fliips were eftiniated at eleven millions of dollars, of which the rcgillered gold and fiiver 
amounted to near nine millions. 

His moft Chriftian Majefty, from a confideration that it was impolfible for Englifh Ihips to 
fail to and from the EngWh iflands, as well as for French Ihips to fail to and from the French 
iflands, in the Weft Indies, without often coming within a league of the Ihore^s belonging to 
the other, and even Ibnietimes touching at their ports ; by a letter to the Governor of Martin 
nico, fufpends the orders which he had formerly given, to feize and confifeate fliips and car- 
goes in thefe circumftances, with a view, as his ordinance fets forth, to prevent the illicit trade 
heretofore carried on between his fubjefts and the Englifli ; obferving, at the fame time, that 
fuch areftriftion on the part of the court of London, as that now aboliftied by him, w^ould 
be equally prejudicial to the French. 

On the 31ft of Oftober, between the hours of fvven and eight in the evening, his Royal 
Ilighncl's the Duke of Cumberland died fuddcnly at his lioule in Upper Grofvenor-ftrect. 

The death of fuch a great and illuftrious cliaraftcr, is an event which muft at all times be 
lamented ; but, at the prefent moment, when his Royal Highnefs had returned to the aft:ual 
fervice of his country, by affifting her in her exigencies with his counfcls, the lofs was propor- 
tionally greater, and as fuch it was confidcred and reg;*cttcd by the nation. Nor can we pay i 
more honoural)]e tribute to his memory, than by adopting the culogium which the Houfe of 
Lords, in deep lamentation of his lofs, beftowed upon him : “ the many eminent public 
and private virtues, the extent of capacity, and, the magnanimity of mind; tlic aiFcftioa 
for his«Majefty’s perfon, and the eminent fervices performed for this country, wiiich dif- 
tinguiflicd this great and excellent Prince, have made an impreflion never to be erafed from 
“ the niiiids of a grateful people.” 

The French King’s Council of State iflTaed an arret, dated the 29th of November, concern- 
ing the liquidation of the Canada bills, whicli contained three articles, the tenor of which is 
as follows : 

Article I. The tickets, &c. given hitherto, and which may be delivered hereafter, inpay- 
ment of the liquidation of the Canada bills, though fixed at 4 per cent. Ihall be nevcrlhelefs 

paid 
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1765 paid at the rate of four and an half in .the month of January in each year, to commence in 
1776, and the capital preferved entire. 

• Article II. The bcarcra of .the Canada bilk (Rail bc'^obliged to get them liquidated before 
the firft of March next, and, if they delay it till after that time, the faid papers, though they 
may have been declared, (hall not, under any pretence, be admitted to liquidation, but will 
remain null and of no value, without hope of re-ellabliflimcnt. 

Article HI, His Majcfty excepts, neverthelcfs, .fyom the difpofitioh of the preceding article, 
fuch. of the faid papers as belong to dubjefts of Oreat Britain; and confidcring that the 
grcaicft part of the faid papers remain yet in Canada, from whence the proprietors cannot to- 
tally withdraw them, and prefent them for liquidation before the firft of OAober next, the 
delay above-mentioned may be extended, but in favour of the Englilh only, till the faid 
epocha ; after the expiration of which, they will likewife forfeit all pretenfions on their unli- 
quidated papers, The reader is referred to the fuccccding year, for a full account and final 
liquidation of the Canada bills. 

The following bills received the royal affenf in the pari i ament ary feffions of the prefent year* 

A bill, for the importation of faltcd beef, pork, bacon and butter from Ireland for a limit- 
ed time. • 

A bill for allowing further time for the importation of goods, from the ceded iflands, 
uppn the payment of goods to which thdy would have been liable had thefc iflairds remained in 
his Majefty’s poffelfion, 

A bill jbr permitting the free importation of cattle from Ireland, 

A bill for providing a public reward for perfons who (hall difeover the longitude* 

A bill for laying a ftamp duty in the Britifh colonies in America. 

A bill to encourage the cultivation and growth of madder in Great Britain. 

A bill to veft the Ifle of Man in the crown. 

A bill to improve the harbour of Ramfgatc and the haven of Sandwich. 

A bill for regulating the poftage of letters. 

A bill for repealing the duties on raw filk, and granting other duties in lieu thereof. 

A bill for obliging prize agents to account for unclaimed monies. 

A bill for encouraging the herring fifttery. 

A bill for laying additional duties on the importation of filks, velvets, &c. and otherwife 
encouraging the lilk manufafture of this kingdom, and preventing combinations among 
journeymen. 

A bill for granting duties on the exportation of coals, &c. 

A bill for fupplying the export trade to Africa with coarfc callicocs, &c. 

A bill for encouraging the importation of bugles. 

A bill for granting annuities and a lottery out of the finking fund. * 

A bill for repealing the laws relating to the width and length of woollen cloth, in the county 
of York, and preferving the credit of the maflers of the faid i»anufa£lurc, &c. 

His Majcfty, on the 24th of April,"had made a moft gracious fpcech to acquaint his Par- 
liament, that fi'om the paternal affcfWon which he bore to his children and to all his people, 
his late indifpofition, though not attended with danger, had determined him to propofe to 
their confidcration, fuch mcafures as he thought might tend to prcfcrvc the conftitution of 
Great Britain undifturbed, and the dignity and luftrc of its crown unimpaired, if it (hould 
pleafe God to put a period to his life whilft his fuccelTor was of tender years. In confcqucnce 
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1765 of which royal recommendation, a bill, In the debates on which mucli party violence appeared, 
pafled both Houfes, and on tlie 15th of May received the royal afient, under the title of 

A Bill to provide for the Adminiftration of Government, in cafe the Crown Ihouki defeend 
** to any of the C!)ildren of His Majefty, being under 18 Years of Age/' 

To Uns miTil be added the following bills : 

A hii! to prohibit the importation of foreign inanufaftured filk llockings, gloves, and inits, 

A bill to prevent the incoavcaicAJes arifing from the prefent mctliod of iduing notes and 
bills in Scotland. 

A bill to alter the duties on Gum Senegal and Gum Arabic, to confine llic import to Great 
Brifain, and to lay a duty on tiic exportation thereof. 

A hill for regulating tlie woollon manufactory in Yorkfhii e. 

A bill for lliC icliefof infolven? debtors. • 

Between the lall and the form.or net of this kind, Hicre is an Interval of no more tlian one 
year and three quarters ; the Ihortcil period between the palling t^ o iniolveiit afls ever known 
in this kingdom. 

A bill to enable his Majefty, with the confent of the Privy Council, to prohibit tlie expor* 
tation of corn, during the reeds of Pailiamcnt. 

A bill to allow the free importation of corn^ and to difeontinue the liounty on corn ex- 
ported. 

Abftrnfl of an acfl to alter certain rates of poflage, and to amend, explain, and enlarge 
fcveral provifions in an aft, made in the ninth year of the reign of Qiiecn Anne, and in other 
atls relating to the revenue of the Poft-ofticc. 

The preamble to this aft fets forth, “ "i’hatthe fccurlty and inrprovement of correfpondcnce 
througliout His Majcfly's doniinions, freing a matter of great convrernment, and Highly necef- 
ftiry for tlic preferva'ion and extenhon of trade and commerce ; and likewife, that by tlie vail: 
acccilion of territory gained by the late ticaty of peace, fevera! commuiiications haviiig been 
opened, and new polls cftablilhed in fcveral parts of ilis Majefty’s domifilons in A.merica, for 
wliich the rates 01 poftnge cannot, under the picftnt laws, [)e properly afeertained ; it il, there- 
fore, enafted, iliat fo much of the aft of the ninili of Qiiecn Anne, as eilablilhcs ihe rates of 
peftage of letters between London and the Britilh dominions in nmerica, and places vcithiii 
the laid dominions, be repealed, and from and after Oftober lO, 17O5, inftcad of the rates 
lhcie!)y cftablilhed, the ftdlowi ng take place : 

For all letters and packets palling from l.ondon to any port within the Hritifti dominions 
in America, and from any fuch poit unto London, for every linglc letter is. ior cverv double 
letter 2s, and for every treble letter 3s. and for every ounce 4s. and io in propoitiou for every 
packet of deeds, wiits, or oilier tilings : and from any pore in the laid dominions, to any 
other port therein, \^) lea. for every iingle letter 4d. ami lo in propojtion as above. 

The rates of inland poftage in America, for ajiy didance nor cxccer.'ing no miles, arc, for 
every Tingle letter 4d. and all others in proportion ; for upwards of 60 and not exceeding 100 
miles, every iingle letter Gd. he. he. 

From and after Oftober lo, lyG?, tio vcftM is to be admirteJ to make entry or break bulk, 
till the letters onboard are deliveied to the ftoft-ofticc; except in luch cafes wlv^re tlicv arc 
to be delivered to the fuperintendant of the <]u:n amine, to be ditpaiehed by iinti 'o the PoiL 
office. Perfons refufing to deliver up luch ic'tcrs, forfeit 20I. and id. extra is charged on 
all Ihip letters not brought by the packet boats. 

VoL. IV, K 
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1765 From and after Oftober 10, I765» the prefeiit rates of poftage by the general port, not ex- 
ceeding one poft ftage in Scotland and lieJaiid, , and not exceeding two in England, ire to 
ccafe, and the following rates to lake place, viz. rates for poftage, not exceeding one poft 
ftage, for every fingle letter the fum of id. for every double letter 2d. for every treble letter 3d, 
and for every ounce 4d. and fo in proportion for every packet of deeds, writs, &c. above one 
and not exceeding two poft ftages, the fum of 2d. and other letters in proportion. 

f rom July 5, 1765, the fame rates of4>oflagc arc take place between London and Hanv 
burg, as between London and Germany, and the poftage of letters to be lent out of Great 
Britain may, if deemed nccelTary, be demanded upon their being put into the office. 

The fccrciing or embezzling any letter, with any bank bill or note, &c. therein, or taking 
out any fuch note or bill, by aiiy officer of the Poll-office, is felony. Robbing the mall, or 
embezzling and nfifapplying the poftage money, or dtftroy.ing any letter or packet, or advanc* 


ing the rates and not accounting for the fame, is alfo felony, &:c. 

Supplies granted by Parliament for this year. 

For 16, coo feamen, includitig 4,287 marines, — — 

For 17,421 land forces, including 2,628 invalids, and for guards, gar- 
rifons, — — — — 

For His Majefty’s forces and garrifons^ln the Plantations, including 
Minorca and Gibraltar, and for provifions for the forces in North Ame- 
rica, &c. and the ceded iflands, — — — 

For the difference of pay between the Britith and Irifli cftabrifliments 
of five regiments of foot ferving at Gibraltar, &c. — — 

For the general and general ftaff officers of Great Britain, ~ 

For fubfidies to the Duke of Brunfwick, — — — ^ 

The out-peniioners of Chclfea-hofpica!, — — 

PcMifions to officers widows, — — -r- 

On account of reduced officers of the land forces and marines, — 
Allowances to officers and privates of two troops of lioifc guards, and 
regiment of horfc reduced, &c. — — — 

'Fhc ordnance for the land fervice, — — — 

For ferviccs performed by the office of ordnance for land fcrvlce, and 
not provided for in 1764, — — — 

For the navy, including half-pay tc> fea and marine officers, — 
Out-penfioners of Greenwich-hofpital, — — 

Towards building and repairs of the navy, — — 

For extraordinary cxpences of the land forces and other fervices, be- 
tween December 24, 1763, and December 25, 1764, not provided for, 
Viftualling and navy bills, &c. — — — 

Exchequer bills, — — — — 

Towards completing the pafTage over and through London Bridge, 

For the militia for one year, — — — 

To replace to the finking fund, the fum paid out of the fame to make 
good a deficiency on the rates and duties upon offices, perfons, limfes, &c. 



r. 

d. 
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Carried over, 5 ^ 786,954 ^5 4it 
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17^5 ^ Brought over, >{‘•5)786,954 

Ditto, to make good the deficiency on the additional duties on wines 
imported, kc. — — — — 49)74^ 

Ditto, for paying annuities granted in refpeft of certain navy, vic- 
tualling and tranfport bills, and ordnance debentures, delivered in and 
cancelled, — • — — — i39»34^^ 

To make good the deficiency ofl 4 c grants for 1764, ~ 249,660 

To the Landgrave of Hcfll* Caffel, — — — * 50,000 

P'or the civil exlablifliment of Nova Scotia — — 4,91 1 

On account of fundry expcnces for the fervice of Nova Scotia, in the 
years 1750, 1751, 1752, 1762, 1763, and not provided for, — 7,000 

On account for the civil effabJifhment of Georgia, &c. from June 24, 

1764, to Jin)e 24, 1765, • — — — — 3)966 

On account for the civil eftablifhmcnt of Eaft Florida, See., for the 
fame term, — — — — — S»200 

Ditto for Wcfl F lorida, — — — • — 5>2.co 

On account, for furveys in Norlh America, — — 1,601 

^i’owards building a hizarct, — 5,000 

To redeem one qumtei of the capital (lock of certain annuities granted 
in rel‘pc« 5 t of JUiVv, viil ualling, and tranfport bills, and ordnance deben- 
tures, delivered in and cancelled purfuant to an aft of the third year of , 
his prefent Majefty, — — — — 870,888 

I'owards dileharging unfatisfied claims, kc» for expcnces incurred 
during the late war in Germany — — — — 248,259 

On account, out of the monies reniainingto be applied, ofthe cxcccd- 
ings of the fevcral fums provided by Parliament for fundry Icrvices, and 
of monies that have been paid into the hands of the paymaller general by 
contraftors a-id others, to March 23, 1765, towards difeharging fuch 
unfatisiied claims, Stc. — — — — 251,740 

Bounties to certain chaplains who have ferved on board his Majcfl^’s 
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fhips of war, _ _ _ _ 1,231 17 6 

To the Foundling Hofpital, — — — 38,000 o o 

For maintaining and fupportlng the Britifli forte and Icttlements on 
the coafl of Africa, — — — — 13,000 o o 

For building a blockhoufe at or near Cape Appolonia on the coaft of Africa, 7 )^^*^ ^ ^ 

For three independent companies of foot for his Majefiy’s fervicc on 
the coaft of Africa, kc, — — — — 6,491 16 4^ 

For the civil eftablifhment of that part of the coaft of Africa, fituatc 
between the port of Sallee, in South Barbary, and Cape Rouge, — ^ 

To make good the like fum, which had been ilfucd by his Majcfty in 
purfuance of the addreflTes of this Houfc, — — 2,400 o o 

To the government of the ifland of Barbadocs, for the alfiftance given 
by them to his Majefty’s forces under General Monckton, in the expedi- 
tion againft: Marlinico, — — _ _ 10,000 o o 

Sum total of the fupplies granted in this feftion, ~ 7?763>O90 13 

K 2 Ways 
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Ways and Means for raifinglhe Supplies, 

MaJt duty, — — — — 

J.and tax, ~ ~ 

Navy and viftualling bills _ — — 

Siirpiufics of the linking fund, — — ~ 

From ditto, — — — t — 

Surplufs of the grant to the militia, for 1764, — ~ 

By Exchequer bills, — — _ — 

From monies granted towards protefting the colonies, ~ 

Monies to be paid by a convention with the French King, — 

Duties on Ciuni Senegal, See. — — . — 

To this is to be added the fum provided as well as granted out of the 
monies remaining to beepplied of the exceedings of the feveral fums pro- 
vided by Parliament for fundry fci vices, and of monies that have been 
paid into the hands of the Paymallcr General by contraftors and others, 

10 March 23, i;65, as mentioned in the foregoing account of fupplics, 251,740 2 7? 
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Excefs of this year, 


8,034,808 7 6 

7, 7 (>3,090 13 o 

271,717 14 6; 


As no debts were created by the foregoing revenue votes, the only Hate of the nationnl debt, 
we could iiifcrt under this year, w'ouid be the lame ‘as that of tlie hill, vve liavc therefore 
thought proper to omit it. 

The following is a detail of the extraordinary duties which were impofcvi to aid th: gem ral 
fclieme of fupply for this year, 

February 7. — Fifty-five refolutions of the committee of ways and means were agreed to !jy 
tlic Houfe of Commons, for impofing much the fame fiamp duties upon the Britifli colonics 
and plantations in America, as are payable in England; to be paid into the receipt of Ins .Ma- 
jefly’s Exchequer, and there referved, to be difpofed of by Parliament towards further defray- 
ing the ncccfiary cxpcnccs of protefting the faid colonics. 

February 16. — For the better fupply of our export trade to Africa, with fuch coarfc printed 
calicoes and oliier goods, being the product or manufaflurc of tlic Eaft Indies, or other places 
beyond tlic Cape of Good Hope, as are prohibited to be worn in Great Britain, the Eafi India 
Company were permitted to import the fame from any part of Europe not within the Britilli 
dominions, under proper limitations : and upon failure of the Company’s keeping tiie find ex - 
port trade fupplicd with a fufficient quantity of fuch goods, other perfons were permitted to 
import the fame from any fuch part of Europe, 5cc. Calicoes and other goods fo imported, 
were made liable to pay the fame duties as if imported by the laid Company from the Eau 
Indies, or any other place beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and no other. 

The bounty allowed by law, to be paid on the exportation of corn, grain, malt, meal, and 
iioiH', fro!n Great Britain to the Jfic of Man, was clifeontinued. 


A ft amp 
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1765 A ftamp duty of ros. vi'^as charged upon every piece of vciluin or parclimeju, or fhcci cr 
piece of paper, on which every licence for making aiul felling m,( aiures of capacity fhoiiiu h * 
engrofled, written, or printed ; and a llamp duty of icl. upoii every licci\cc for making find 
fcjling of weights. 

March II. — Certain annuities granted in the iwenty-tliiid year of his late rwajehy, a’nl li.o 
fecond year of his prclDU Aiajcldy, in refpect to certain cnpl-ai ilock>, thcrclrv eibibiidi;..], 
amounting together to iJic Inm of 240,000!. at the lare of 4:. per cctiU fir ceilahi urn) ■ of 
years, and then to be lednectl to 3!. percent, per annum, wliicn annuiiic:; v/:;\ jn-iji ; -.;v k'.le 
half yearly on the jtli of July and ^ili of January in every year, and afterwards coiou iJ.n. -J 
and made one joint flock, ^verc, frotn and after tiic 5t!i of j uly next enfuing, le.ade- 
in the tollowing manner, viz, one quarterly payment on the icih of Octolicr r.ext, ami liiC 
annuities, from tlic lotli of Oiftobcr, to be payable hair ye:ii ly, on the of April and fne 
loth of Oeffober, in cver;^ year. 

Ma\ch 12. — I'iflccii lejoluiions of the laid committee were agreed to by the Houfe, relating 
to the poftage of letters; they were afterwards formed into a bill, and tiie b.k paifed into a 
law, of winch we have already given an at)ftra<fl. 

Afarch 14. — Prribnsi inte^citcd in any hill, payable in the courfc of the niwy or viftijalling 
ofilces, or for traniporrs, wliicli wete made out on or befoic the 30th of June, 1764, v\!r> 
ihouki; on or bcloie the 26th of Mamh, inil. carry the fame (afer having the iiUcudt eon;- 
jmted ilicicupon to the btii of April next) to the oflice of the Trcafiuer cr hh^ Majelly's navv, 
Ihould have in exchange a ccrtihcatc to the (Governor and Compariv oi !:ie Haiuk of Kc-ghn:’:, 
i'or e\cry fuin ol o:\c or moic hundicd pounds of which fuel) bill or bills, vvi^h tlie inieu il, 
jhoLikl coitfff usuii the I'cvcral entire fums for \vlj:ch ccitificales were to he madefnlh, 
hiouM amount togcllicr to 1,300,000!. and another ccrtiiicatc fertile fir.flioned part of tool. 

the remainder of fuel; l).il or bills ; and the perfons whofltouicl he pcllek^d .n facli hrfl- 
mentioned certificates of the entire fum of one or more hundred I'cund;, ihouid, uj-on die- 
liverv thereof to tlie faid Governor and Company, be entitled to the annnlnes lici .ette: -men- 
tioned, viz. for tv\o-hjtli parts ofrhcluni.s tlicrcin nicniioncd, to an .iniiijity after the latc of 
3I. per cent, rcdccinahlc by Ihirliamcnt, and transferable and payable at tiic hank <b‘ ihiplarid ; 
lor tw'o other ilUli iiaris iiuieof, to a proportional nuinber of tickets v^f the value of lok In a 
loucry, to confiil of tickets, every blank to be of the value ot 61 . ; the bla.dKs and pri/.: 

?o be attended with the like 3 per cent, annuities ; and, for the rcr;ilni;;g onc-firdi pc:t, 10 a 
like anniiiiy, after the late ol el. per cent, with liberty to convert the ijm; into .:*n annu’.i\ for 
kfe, after tiie ianie rave, with bericiit cl I'urvivnithip, in the following inrJiner. viz. that c”, -. ;\- 
peri'Ui who lliould become poheukd, in tight ol lock capitvil Hock, of an a;;n;d;.v of ;h in, 
iuch iail-mentioned annuities, and fhould produce, on or before the gih of Apjii. i /vh^, a c; 
tifieate thereoi', atlefled by l!ie Cafliicr of tlie Ikuik of iengLinJ, to the A'fdnoi of tiie il eccipf; op 
Jiis Maieliy’s Exche(]uci, Ihouki, in lieu i!-! reed, be cnniled, from the i.od cth o: April, 
during the life of the nominee whom he dioidd npp^dnr, to a life ajinuiry ol‘ 3!. payable at the 
ICxchcqiier, out of the finking fund ; and the fevenii nominees, to be appointed in rcfpccl ol 
inch life annuities, to l)e divided into ckdfes, the whole aniruity i>eionging to each clafs not to 
b;c Ids than 1,500, cook if lilc aiiiuiitii.s xo tluit amount lluill be lo fubferibed ; and, upon the 
death of every nominee, the annuity lo failrn in, to ba diilributcd among the furvivo^ s o; 
tlie fame cdals; and tlic annuifics of lite full two-tihii parts, ihould be immediately adek'd to 
the joint dock of annuities, rcduccti lioai 4 3 cent, and coniolidateJ, purfurmt t(» 

ovrt'fi.v 
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1765 certain afls of Parliament, made in the 25th and 26th years of his late Majcfty ; and the an-* 
nuitics attending the faid lottery, together with (uch of the annuities of the faid one-fifth part 
as lliould not he exchanged for annuities on lives, with the benefit of furvivorfliip, in manner 
above-mentioned, fliould alfo be added to fach joint flock, from the 5th of ‘April, 5 
all the laid annuities, transferable and payable at tlic Bank, fhonld commence 'from the faid 
5th of April, 1765, and be payable half yearly, on the iot^;i of OAober and 5th of April in 
every year, out of the finking fund ; but, in cafe the fcvcral cntiic fums of one or more hundred 
pounds, with the intcrcfl, fhoukl nefi: then amount in the whole to 1,500,000!. allpeffons 
poircffcd of fuch certificate for the fiaftional parts of 106I. or of navy, viftualling, or tranfport 
bills, which fliould he made out on or before the 30th of June, 1764, and did not amount, 
together with the intcrcfl computed to the 6th of April, to lool. might, on or before the 
5tli of April, carry the fame to tlie office of the TreaViirerof his Majelly’s navy, and havc^ 
in exchange, a certificate to the Governor and Company of tlu Bank of Engluid, for the fums 
contained in fuch cenificates, and for the amount of tlie principal and interefl of which 
fuch bills fliould confill ; and, upon delivery thereof, and payment of fo much money to the 
faid Governor and Company as fhould, with the fum fo certified, amount to lOol. he entitled 
to the annuities and advantages bcforC' mentioned : and if any fuch certificates for fraflionni 
parts lliouid not he delivered in, and fubferibed as aforclaid, on or before the faid 516 of 
April next, they fhould be paid according to tliecourfc of the navy, in fuch order as the bills 
in part of which they \^cre granted were payable; and fuch of them as were granted in part 
of bills liy:aiing interefl, fliould, from the faid 5th of April next, cany the like interefl to which 
fuch bills were entitled. 

An additional duty was granted to bis Majcfty, of 4s. for every chaldron of coals, New- 
caftle mcafure, which fhould be fhipped for exportation to any part beyond the fcas, except to 
Ireland, the Ifle of Man, or the Britifh dominions in America ; and at the fame rate for any 
greater or lefrer quantity. 

'riicrc was granted to his Majefly, upon all w’rought filks, Bcngals, and fluffs mixed wirli 
filk or hciha, of the manufarfturc of Pcrfia or Eaft India, and upon all calicoes, printed, dved, 
painted or ftained there, which fhould be exported from this kingdom, except to Africa or the 
Britifh dominions in America, a f ubfidy of poundage, after the rate of i2d. for every 20s. of 
the value of fuch goods, according to the grofs price at which the fame were fold at the public 
fales thereof : and upon exportation from this kingdom of any fort of white calicoes or 
muffins, except to Africa or the Brixilli dominions in America, there Was to be retained, be- 
iides the one half of the rate or duty of the old fubfidy, which then remained and was not 
drawn back for the fame, the furthei fum of 2I for every jool. of the real value of fuch goods, 
according to the grofs price at which they were fold at the Eaft India Company’s falcs ; but 
that fuch calicoes, which fliould firft have been printed, ftained, piiintcd, or dyed in Great 
Britain, fhould not be fubje£t to the faid duty of 2I. to be retained as aforefaid.^ 

A (lamp duty of 2d. for every fkin or piece of vellum or parchment, or fliect or piece of 
paper, on which fhould be engroffed, written, or printed, any policy of affurance, wiiich fhould 
be made within the weekly bills of mortality, over and above all other duties. Likewife a duty 
of 2s. 6d. for every fkin or piece of vellum or parchment, or flicct or piece of paper, on which 
fhould be engroffed, written, or printed, any policy of affurance which fliould be made in Great 
Britain, over and above all other duties. The faid duties were to be carried to, and made part 
of, the finking fund, towards making good the payment of the faid annuities. 
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1765 The ftamp duty of 6d, impofcd in the 12th of Queen Anne, and the additional duty of i 
impofed in the 30th of King George II. upon vellum, parchment, or paper, containing any 
indenture, leafe, bond, or other deed, was declared to extend to every Ikin or piece of vclluni 
or parchment, or flieet or piece of paper, on which fliould be engroffed, written, or printed in 
Great Britain, any policy of afiTurance or charter party. 

March — Authority was given to permit the importation into this kingdom from the 

Iflc of Man, under proper limitations^^coarfe printed calicoes and other goods, of tlic prodiul 
and manufafturc of the Eail Indies, or other places beyond the Cape of Good Hope, v.m 
are prohibited to be ufed in Cireat Britain, and which wcic brought into the faid idc bcfoie th:: 
ill of March 1765, upon paymeiu of one half of the old fubfidy only for fuch goods, 

Jpril — In calc the monies, fur which certilicatcs have been or fhall be granted, in pur- 
fuarjce of a refolution of the lloufc of Commons, of the 14th of March laftj'by the Treafurer 
of His Majcfly’s Navy, to lire Governor and Company of the Bank of England, for navy, vic- 
tualling and tranfpoit bills, made out on or before the 30th of JuRe 1764, and for fiich frac- 
tional parts of the faid bills, as remained above the entire fum of one or more hundred pounds*, 
together with the fums paid and payable at tlie Bank of England, with the certiheates for fuch 
fraflional parts, and for fuch of the faid bills, as, together with tlie intcrell computed ihcrc- 
upon, did not amount to lOcl fliould not, on the ^th of April, inft. make up the full fum c;f 
1,500,0001. the monies winch fhall be fo wanting to complete the faid fum of 1,500,0001. 
fliould be railed l)y contiibutions, to be received at the Bank of England, in entire Turns of 
one or more hundred pounds, to be paid to theCaihier of the faid Ciovcrnor and Company, on 
or before the cStli of April ; and that the contributors be entitled, for the monies fo advanced, 
to fuch annuities as are mentioned in tlie faid refolution, to be allowed to the proprietors of 
certificates, granted in exchange for fuch navy, viftualling, and traiifport bills, as fhalihavc 
been delivered on or before the rcfpcflivc days therein limited. 

Jpri/ 20 . — A duty of 6 ( 1 . was laid upon every lOD weight of gum fcncgal, or gum arabic, 
.imported into this kingdom, over and above all duties now payable liicrcon : and a duty of 
30s. was laid upon every loow^eight of gum fencgal, or gum arabic, exported out of this I'ing- 
dom, over and above all duties now payable thereon. 

Jpril 25. — The monies whicli had been paid at the Bank, in purfuance of the refolutions of 
tlie l loufc of Commons, of tlie 14111 of March lair, were oidcrcd to be applied towards dif- 
charging bills payable iii the courfe of the navy or viftualling offices, or for tranCports, whieli 
WCIC made out on or before the 3orh of June, 1764. 

April 30. — The bounties and drawbacks paid upon the exportation of refined and ground 
fugars, were difeontinued : and a bounty was allowed, after riie rate of r4s. 6d. for every 
bunched weight, upon the exportation from this kingdom of relin.ed fugar in the loaf, com- 
plcat and wliolc, being net, vi/. of one uniform whitcncls tlnoughout, and which has gone 
through the operation of three days at Icall, and been properly and tliorougbly dried in the {love, 
according to the prefent method of refining: alfo upon the exportation from this kingdom of 
refined fiigar called baftard, and of ground and powdered refined fugar, and of refined loaf 
fugar broke in pieces, (the faid fugar having been twice clayed, and properly dried in the flove) 
a bounty or drawback was allowed, after the rate of 6s. 4d. for every hundred weight. 

Liberty was granted for a limited time, to carry rice from North Carolina, dirc£lly to any 
other part of America, fouthvvard of South Carolina and Georgia, fubjeft to fuch duty as is 
now payable upon rice, carried from South Carolina and Georgia, to any part of America, to 

the 
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i;;‘5 the foiitluvnrd thereof: and the duties :irifin;r therefrom, were ordered to be paid into the re- 
ci-ipi cf his Msjehy’s KxclH Oiicr, and there relcrvcd, to be difpoled oi by I^arliamcnt, towards 
furthci haying the jicctilary cxpences of defending and fecuring the BritKli dominions iii 

j \ !! Cl i . ;i, 

I were rdfo granted upon the importation of deads, planhs, boards and timj^cr, into 

th’s kir.od.tnn, ftoin the Hritilh dominions in Noiih Amci ic 5 , for the term of nine years, as fol- 
low’! s, diiiihg ihf fnft 3 v^’ars, for evci^/ 100, contXkilng h fcorc of found meieiianlablc deals, 
planks ami boards, net leik than 10 feet long, 10 inches broad, and 1 incli and a quarter lliick, 
-OS, ami fo ]^i oporti^^n for an%' greater length ; and for any greater tlhckncls, not exceeding 
4 indies, and fm tnerv load, containing 40 cu!>ie feet, ol‘ found mcicli:intah!c fquatvJ timber 
cd'ad !.i I. Is, (t!,c timhee rut to be Ids than lO hjiMre) ics. ; and during the next 3 

ycn:s, fci :vc^:y icc of fucli deals, planks, and boai ds, 1.3s. aiul lor every l»^ru! ot luch limber, 
b-s. and d.-iine die lad 3 years, for every lOO of Uicli deals, planks and boaids, 10s. and for 
every i ad oMuch tiinb1:r, 5s. 

d'lu' additio’iai inland duty cf ts. granted in the thirty-fccond year of bis i:\tc Majefty, upon 
every pound ucigl.t avoirdupois of cedfee feid i:’i (?re:it ih'itain, was ordered to ccale and di^- 
tcrmlne: a; :! in Iimi 1 i's:. icr-f, there was grrnted to his M-. jedy, an additional inland duty of 
6ck upon evviv pound we ight a\ oirdupqi ^ ofccffc:, net Ivjingofthc growth and provluvl rd'lhe 
Eritith pl.oitations in Anierica, which ihould be l<;id in f/rc\U iJrifinm I Ids addifion.d Im- 
Janddu!v to be appropr iated to the ufes, to wliicii the diid duty ol is. per pound weight 
was jnaue ncohcabic. 

The a:!;..-.vanees dii ecled by law, to be rnacc in rcfpC'fi of hard foap, wldch flio-.ild he le- 
fitdiicJ or made new, were diieontiniud ; and, in In ti t!'(reoi, the duties iqum one pound, n; 
c^cry to j.-.oun’is wciyiit of foap, were adlowsed to tin: maker';. 

All iiiicn c.'otli and disp^.r of Ru;ha, which were not tlien particularly ra?:d in anv aft of 
I’afliarnciit, or bock of rates, were, upon i^nporratlon into this kingdom, rated f ,-h‘o\' 1, : — 
All fuch c\.:h nod di;q>er, bei::ie: in luTadlk mine than 22^, and inn excc:Jl?^g 31 * iitcbc^i, at 4^ 
«nd beitia hi brc:h.’t!t inrav tlnui 31-] and toi- c:-:oee.{ing 4 5 inches, at 61 . and cxceedi-ig - 
indies in hicadtlj, al tel. Un cvciv i .0 fniglilh elk; thenut r edpeft ively , und iu m 'prop 
for an% greater or ft her (psacti:’ ; and ihic iuii amomet (;r the leveird duLe;; uqi ned l^y law to 
be paid, for cvriy aen. of tliz value oi ikwh go-od:., was to kc raned :md calieded acce*: ding to 
the faid re ipcet i ve i :i!i'w 

No drawback or }>ou’ity w.as to i>j rdilcwed upon the cxp/;it;ulL.n cf aiiy goods ffonz tid's 
kineciem, to a?iv of ih.i id.mds oflki. . 

A/tO 6, — E’/cry iriftrument, 1 ’tter, m\:ry, nfin.ute, mcinorv'induni, or otli'n* w riling, wliere- 
by any (nTiccris admittc^l, iii afjy c-uif whatfoever, to ferve or taltofd iinb. cdhve, a.> iscliarg..! 
with any Id imp duty wiiliin tiic ni'-’aning of liic afls of the iihh of \Vil}irn and .Mary, t’ct 
iiinth ofMijiiani III. and ^he twcllih ol fbivm Anne, whereby the Icvejal duties of 4:;^. .me 
impofed upon c\’cry piece of vallum, purcfniient, oi paper, on wliieji ar;v adnnitance oi fudt 
officer is cngrolEd or wnitten, fhould he d ’cnicd and taken to be an adinittifu e of fuch officer. 

The cnifciirg ftamp duty upon thc’ admilb.on iiuo any ccrprmatlon or c:Oir,prif»y, was repealed ; 
and, in lieu theteof, a kamp duly of 2:., wcaa to l)e charged upon the entry, minute, or memo- 
randum, made of fuch admittance, in their court hook, roll, or record. 

Tic then alio’.vancc for prompt pnyintnt at ih.e damp office, was repealed i and inflcai 
tlicrcof, an allowance be made at the rate of 4I. per cent, per aniL 

An 
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765 An additional ftamp duty of aoi. was cliargcd upon every policy of aflurancc, in which the 
properties of more than one perfon, in any Ihip, cargo, or both, or more than a particulai 
number of perfons in partnerfhip,. or more than one body politic, to a greater amount in the 
whole than tool fhouldbeaflTured* 

The as* ftamp duty, to be impofed by the third relbluiion of May 3, was applied to the ufes, 
to which the ftamp duty repealed by that refolution was applicable. 

Tlic additional ftamp duty of 2o|^ impofed tlic fixih refolution of May 6, fliould be 
applied to the like ufes, to which the duties upon policies of afllirancc were then ap- 
plicable* 

The fame bounties were allowed upon all linens to be made in tlie Iftc of Man, and 
imported into Great Britain, which ihould be exported from thciicc, as arc now allowed 
on the exportation of Britiih or Irifli linens, and under the fame refljriftions and limi- 
tations, •* 

The inhabitants of ihelllcof Man werenbw allowed to impprt, into any lawful port of 
Great Britain or Ireland, the beftials, or any other goods, wares, and merchandizes of the 
growth, produce, and manufaSurc. of the laid Ific, except woollen manufaftures, beer and 
ale, without paying any cuflom, fubfidies, or duties, except fuch cxcifc or other duty, 
as is or fhould be due and payable for the like goods, wares, or merchandize, of the 
growth, produce, and manufaSuies of Great HSritain, liable to certain limitations and ref- 
tri£lions. 

May 9, — Towards making good and fecuring the payment of the fums of m#ncy, direfled 
by an adl of the thirty-fecond of George II* to be applied in augmentation of the falarics of the 
judges and juftices in England and Wales, tlicrc w^as granted an additional ftamp duty of 4L 
upon every piece of vellum of parchment, or flieet or piece of paper, upon which any admif- 
fion Into any of the four inns of court fliould be engrofled or written ; and an additional ftamp 
duty of 61 . upon every fuch piece on wdiich fhould be engrofled or written, any regifter, entry, 
teftimonial, or certificate, of the degree of Utter Barriflcr, taken in any of the four inns of 
court. 

It may not be improper to obferve, ^tliat the two fums, amounting to 500,000!* provided for 
dlfcharging unfatisficd claims and demands incurred during the late war in Germany, and which 
are particularly ftated in the fupplies for this year, were granted in a manner, very fcldom if ever 
praftifed before the preceding feflion* The old and moft regular way of providing for this 
fum, would have been to have granted in the committee of iupply, upon account, a fum 
not exceeding 500,000!. towards dlfcharging fuch unfatisficd claims, demands, &c. ; and then 
the committee of ways and means to have rcfolvcd, that towards making* good the fupply 
granted to his Majefty, there be ifluedand applied the fum of 251,740!. 2s. 7|d. out of the 
excccdings of the fcvcral fums provided by Parliament for fundry ferviccs, and of the monies 
that have been paid into the hands of the Paymafler-gencra! by contractors and others, to 
March 23, 1765. The whole, it is phin^ of the 500,000!. was to be paid on account of the 
wav in Germany* 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1764, 
Countries. Imports, . 

Africa, — . £. 51 , 69 a 2 


Canaries, . 

Denmark and Norway, 
Eail Country, ~ 

E-ill India, 

Flanders, —— 

F ra nee , 

Germany, — 

Greenland, 

Holland, — » 

Ireland, — 

Italy, 

Madeiras ~ 

Portugal, * 

Ruilia, — - 

Spain, — ^ 

Strcigiits, ~ 

Sweden, — 

Turkey, — 

Venice, 

Alderney, 

15 u e r nl'ey , — 

Antigua, 

Anguilla, - - 

Barbiidi^s, ^ — 

Bermudas, ^ 

Canada, — ~ 

Carolina, — — — 

r>C3minica, —• 

Florida, 

Georgia, ~ 

Gran ad es, — 

Guadaloupe, 

Ma van nab, 

Jlutlfou’ri Bair, -~ 

Jam u i c a , 

tVIarrinico, — 

Moutferrat,' ~~ 

Nevis, — - 

New England, — 

Newfoundland, — 

New Providence, 

New York, ~ 

Nova Scotia, — 

Pennfylvama, 

St, Croix, “ 

St, John’s Iflatid, 

St, Chriflopher's, 

St, Lucia, — ~- 

St* Vincent, ^ — 

Tobago, 

Tonola, 

Virginia and Maryland, 
Wed Indies in general, 
Spanifti Well Indies, 

Totals, 


8,591 4 

85,901 3 

129,901 zS 


1 1 
1 X 

% 


3 b 5 , 9 it 5 12 o 
73>497 10 

6 S 4 8 4 
34,185 15 8 

199,909 on 
66*560 15 7 

6,451 o o 
10,654 lO I 
1 , 023,091 13 9 

24 *6 I 

66,694 12 II 
54,528 17 6 

145,819 o I 
43,928 4 tt 

4,87' 3 S 

54,959 18 2 

164 2 X 

25,148 10 TO 
7,089 10 4 


245,095 3 

447 3 

4 x 4^9 14 


3 8,9 7 ^ 

505,671 


13 10 
9 9 

8 


to Christmas 1765. 

Exports^ 

. 4 ^^ 9 x 034 14 4 

42,365 IS 8 
132,588 16 10 


>»455.5»9 

1 


914,27*^ 

14 

I 

146,412 

4 

9 

456,817 

^9 

1 

186,333 


10 

‘S3, 076 

1 1 

0 

602,624 

12 

7 

1,869,465 

x3 

B 

10,639 

1 1 

0 

‘5 

5 

7 

420,273 

4 

3 

2,026,772 

16 

It 

*»07°.533 

1 1 

1 1 

1,767,020 

I 

6 

785,030 

7 

6 

824,803 

S 

g 

3,974 

1 2 

^ i 

40,797 

3 

3 

354.3^7 

5 

i 

679, 0'S 7 

16 

X 

967,539 

It 

7 

76,170 

i8 

9 

594, *>93 

9 

3 

‘,237,S5« 

3 

Z X 

28,057- 

7 

B 

80,306 

16 

0 

234,452 

Q 

I 

49,003 

n 

8 

122,652 

2 

II 

9‘,735 

1 

3 

47,9 

1 X 

10 

22.481 

z 

4 

CS7 

0 

5 

‘,333 

16 

S 

^7x595 

3 

5 

29,024 

10 

2 

if>>793 

4 

7 

12,109 

6 

lo 

159,152 

12 

5 

‘49,75‘ 

I 

8 

3,536 

1 1 

0 




326,688 

6 

B 

191,202 

19 

0 

9,973 

4 

8 

»7 x 7CS 

IS 

3 


11,874 5 

10 , 889,742 13 10 

Exports exceed the Imports, 


334 x 709 
8,656 3 ' 
19,888 9 

29,165 16 
77^673 9 


8 

8 

9 


4>394 5 5 

415,624 o 4 


15.93*5 »S 
11,905 19 
451,299 14 
70,498 7 

4,227 j 8 
382,549 11 
48,211 19 
363,368 17 ^ 

4,boo 1 8 1 1 
862 II 9 

*”.357 9 


ii 


J ,443 18 9 

546 19 It 

f*»' 7‘,*7 9 

383,224 14 o 

*. 3^3 »5 3 

113 8 8 

14,530,507 1 8 

3 , 660,764 7 10 

A gene 
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V. 

65 A general bill of chriftcningis and burials in London, from December 1764, to Decem- 
ber jOi 1765. 

Chriftened, males 8,4aai Buried, males 1-1,489 

females 7,949 females 1 1,741 


' 16,371 ^-35^30 

. ' ' . ■ . . ^ , 

Bills of births, burials, &c« in different parts of Great Britain and Europe, for the year 

3765. 

Arnflerdam, — baptized, 4776 ; married in the reformed churches, 1G92 ^ at the tov;n4ial!< 
750J by banns, 1,073: died, 7,7a5, 

Brandenburgh and i^ruffian Pomerania, — born 14,383 ; married, 3,641 j died, 9,108* 
Copenhagen, — born, 2;54i ; married, 1,033; died, 1,001, 

Denmark, — born, ^5,923 ; died, 24/>78. , 

Holllcin and Slcfwick, — born. 12,797 ; died, 11,533* 

Koningfbergj-^born* 2,149 ; married, 683 ; died, i,57S« 

Leipfick, — born, 1,437; married, 324 ; died, 1,048. 

Liverpool, — chriftened, 956 j married, 478 ; buried, 1,151^ 

Alunich, capital of Bavaria, — bora, 816; dic<f, 1,063, 

Newcaftlc upon Tyne and Gatelhcad, — chriftened, 728; burled, 763* — The burials at the 
Ballaft Hills not ineJuded, which are eftimated at 300. • 

Norway, — born, 22,536; died, 20,241* 

Paris, — born, 19,439 ; foundlings, 5,495; marriages, 4,782 ; deaths, 18,034* 

Petcrlburgh, — born, 5,049 ; died, 4,198. 

Rotterdam, — married, 573; died, 1,710* 

65 It was, at the time, and itiil is the opinion of many rcdecUng, well-informed, and impar- 
tial perfons, that the political candour of the minifti y, (a \cry rare virtue among ftatefrnen) 
was the innocent caufc of the violent oppofitiou given to the ftanip aft, in England as vveil as 
America; and we arc rather difpofed to Jean towards fuch an opinion. Had the ftamp duty 
been laid on the colonics at once, and without any previous mention of it to them, they 
would, perhaps, have fubmitted, if not without feme diicontent, at Icafi: without tl at unre- 
ferved violence of oppofition which has proved the fourcc of ib much calamity* 7 ' he princi- 
pal pcojde among them would not then have had an, opportunity of making the lower fort 
forefee, in that aft of the Britifti Icgiflaturc, when merely held out to them, much greater 
evils than they were liable to feel when aftually fubjefteJ to it; much lefs would thty have 
had time to animate each other againft it to fuch a degree, that all intelligence concerning it 
which reached any one part of llic extenfive dominions of Britilh America, ahnaft iaftan- 
tancoufly flew over the reft, exciting every where difeonteuts in all ranks, and fuch commo- 
tions in rnoft of them, particularly among the populace, as to produce all that hoftility of 
difpofition to llic mother country which we have deferihed under the preceding year* 

Wliile, however. Great Britain and America ^ycrc lufpended m anxious cxp6ftation in what 
manner thefe differences between both wmuld terminate, the miniftry lo obnoxious to tl'*c lat- 
ter had been difmiffed, and another fubftituted in its room, wh'>rc iyftem of politics was mon* 
favourable to their wifhes. They were brought into the pnbiic fervice by the advice, ;ui ! 
under the arrangement of the Duke of Cumberland, who could not be fufpefted efany p.iuy 

L 2 pre • 
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766 prepoflefiions, aad who was known to poffcfs thofe talents which qualified him to ftand forth 
the eifc^tual friend of his country at fuch a critical jun4lure. 

The nation was, at this period, involved in circumftances of no common diftrefs; our 
manufafturers wanted employment, commerce was in a kind of ilagnant ftatc, provifions 
were extravagantly dear, and a numerous populace had not fufficient employment to obtain 
the means of comfortable fubfiflcnce. Such was the gloonvy ptofpeft that opened upon us at 
the commcnccnt of this year : nor did the more e5^tended profpcdls acrofs the Atlantic ocean, 
afford any other obje£ts but feenes of Anarchy and confufion, in which licentioufnefs was car- 
ried to fuch a height, as almofi to aflume another name. 

But fapported as the colonifls were by an cntliufiaftic fpirit of refentment, they very fenfibly 
felt the inconveniences which mufl ever arife to a commercial people from an interruption of 
their trade. Their warchoufes, however, were full of Britilh goods, for which they had not 
paid ; and the many refources of fo vaft an extent of country, *aboundiug in thie moft cllcntial 
articles of life, prevent^ed them from feeling thepreffore of immediate diftrefs. 

The enormous fums which were owing to our merchants in the colonies, added greatly to 
the public difficulties, by the eiFcft that circamflancc naturally had on the trading and manu- 
fafluring part of the community. Thcfe debts, amounting to fevcral millions, the Ameri- 
cans pleaded their inability to pay ; and their very creditors were ready to admit the plea, as 
founded in truth. « 

As the nation was never, perhaps, in a more critical fituation, no adminiftration had greater 
difficuirijs to encounter than that which had been lately called to the management of public 
affairs. They were under the immediate ncceffiry of cither enforcing the ftamp aft by fire 
and fword, or of moving its immediate repeal in Parliament* In the former cafe, tliough 
there was no doubt entertained of the power of Great Britain to crulh the colonies, yet fuch a 
decifioh would have been confidercd as employing one arm to cut off the other. 

On the other hand, if the aft ihould be repealed, they might be accufed, with fome appear* 
ance of jufiicc, of facrificing the dignity of the crown, with the interefts of the nation, to 
their own want of rcfoJutioii, or a blind oppofirion to the mcafurcs of tlicir prcdccefibrs in 
office. 

I'he lofsr of their illuftrlous patron, the Duke of Cumberland, was alfo a diminution of 
their ftrength and fccurlty, which owed fo much to his good fenfe and patriotifm, as well as 
the confidence which the public had fo naturally placed in him* 

Such was the fituation of affairs when the ParUan^sjnt met at the latter end of the year 1765 . 
Notice was taken from tlie throne of the importance of thofe matters which had occurred in 
North America, and which were offered as the caufc for affembling the tw^o. houfes fooncr 
than was originally intended, that they might have an opportunity to iffue tlic ncceffary writs 
on the many vacancies which had happened fince the laft feflioii* and proceed, immediately 
after the recefs, to the confideration of the very important matters which would then folicit 
their attention. 

There never was any fubjeft debated in the Parliament of Great Britain, in which the pub- 
lic appeared to be more deeply interefted than the prefent ; while the reft of Europe^ particu- 
larly the commercial part of it, were by no means inattentive to the event. 

When the Parliament met again, in the month of January, in this year, a feccind fpcech 
from the throne recommended the American affairs as the principal objeft of its deliberations. 

Petitions 
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66 Petitions wer<i alfo received* at this time, from the merchants of London, Briftol, Lair* 
caller, Liverpool, Hull, Glafgow, &c. fcc. and indeed from moft of the trading and manu- 
facturing towns in the kingdom. In thefc petitions they fet forth the great decay of their 
trade, owing to the new laws and regulations made for America ; the vaft quantity of our 
manufactures (befides thofe articles imported from abroad, which were purchafed either with 
our own manufactures, or 'with the produce of our colonies) which the American trade for- 
merly took olF our hands ; by ..all ^which, thoufands of manufacturers, fcamen, and 

labourers, bad been employed, to the very great and increafing benefit of the nation.— That, 
in return for thefe exports, (he petitioners had received from the colonics, rice, indigo, to- 
bacco, naval ftores, oil, whale-fins, and latterly pot-alli, with other ftapic commodities ; be- 
fides a large balance in remittance's by bills of exchange and bullion, obtained by the coionifts 
for articles of their produce not. lequircd for the Bfitilh market, and therefore exported to 
other places. 

That, from the nature of this trade, confifting of Britifli m^nufaClurcs exported, and of 
the import of raw materials from America, many of them ufed in our manufaClures, and all 
of tlient tending to Icffen our dependence on neighbouring ftates, it nuift be deemed of the 
firft iaiportaiicc in the commercial fytlem of this nation. That this commerce, lo beneficial 
to the flate, and fo ncccflary for the lupport of multitudes, then lay under fudi difficulties; and 
dilcouragcmcnts, that nothing Id's than its utter ruin was apprehended, without the imme- 
diate interpofition of Parliament. 

That the colonics w’crc then indebted to the merchants of Great Britain to Phe amount of 
feveral millions ftciling ; and that when piefled for payment, they appealed to pad experience 
in proof of their willingnefs, but declare it is not in their power to make good their engage- 
ments ; alleging, that the taxej? and rcflriClious laid upon them, and the extenfion of the jurif- 
diClion of the admiralty courts, ellabiilhed by fome late a£ls of Parliament, &c. which have 
fo far interrupted the ufual and former moft fruitful branches of their commerce, reftrained 
the fale of their produce, thrown the llate of the feveral provinces into confufion, and brought 
on fo many aftuaj bankruptcies, that the former opportunities and means of remittances and 
payments were taken from tlicm. 

In Ihort, fuch a number of petitions from every con>mercial and trading part of the king- 
dom, containing fo many interefting fails, dated and aitcftcd by fuch numbers of people, 
whofc lives had been entirely devoted to trade, and who muft be naturally fuppof;d compe- 
tent judges of a fubjedt to which they had fo clofely attended, (befides as it firewed tlic general 
fenfe of the nation) could not fail of coufiderably influencing, and having a great weight with 
Parliament. 

There w^erc alfo petitions prefented by the agents of the iftand of Jamaica, and the colonics 
of Virginia and Georgia ; but inftead of Icircning the fpirit of debate, thefe pctitionsencrea- 
fed the fubjefls of it. At length, however, after a moft unwearied attention to this impor- 
tant bufinefs, the Houfc of Commons refolved, without a divifion, that Great Britain pof- 
fefled a Icgiflative power over her colonies in' all cafes wdiatfoevcr. This refolution vyas fol- 
lowed by a bill for ibc repeal of the llamp a£l ; which, after a length of parliamentary debate 
that had been fcldom or never before known, was carried, on a divifion, by a maiority of 
275 to 167; and, with another bill, declaring the fuprcnic, fovcreigii authority of Great Bri- 
tain over her colonics, on the eighth day of March received the royal afient. 
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766 Of thcfe important afts of Parliament we fliall give the following abftrafts : 

Abftrafi of an A& for the better fecuring the Dependence of his Majclly’s Dominions in 
America on the Crown of Great Britain^ 

The preamble fets forth, That fcveral of the houfes of reprefenlalives in his Majefty's 
colonies in America, had of late, againft the law, chiimcd to themfclves, or to the general 
afiemblies of the Ikme, the foie and cxcluliv6 right of impofing duties and taxes on his Ma- 
jefty^s fubjeas in the faid colonies, apd have pafffd certain votes, rcfolutions, and orders, 
derogatory to tlie authority of Parliament, and inconfiftent wnth the dependency of the faid 
colonies upon the crown of Great Britain : if is therefore declared, that the faid colonics have 
been, are, and of right ought to be, fubordinatc unto, and dependent on, the imperial crown 
and Parliament of Great Britain j and that the King^a?id Parliament of Great Britain had, 
hath, and ofright ought to have, fuj] power and authority to make law's and ftatutes of fuffi- 
cient force to bind the colonics, and his Majefty's fnbjefls m them, in all cafes whatlbevcr* 
And it is further declared, that all refolutions,, votes, orders, and proceedings in any of 
the faid colonies, whereby the power, and authority of the King, Lords, and Commons of 
Great Britain in Parliament aflcmbled, is denied or tlrav/n into queftion, are, and arc hereby 
declared to be utterly null and void, to all intents and purpoics whatfoever,*’ 

Abflraa of an A& for repealing the Stamp Aft. 

i i\is aft fets forth, 1 hat as the continuance of the former aft would be attended with 
many inconveniences, and may be produftive of confequenccs greatly detrimental to thccom- 
iTiercial^intercfts of thefe kingdoms, it is therefore, from and after the firfl of May, 1766, 
with the fcvcral matters and things contained in it, hereby rtpeaied and made void, to all in- 
tents and purpofes whatfoever.** 

On the 6th of June a bill Nvas alfo brought into Parriamcnt, to indemnify tliofc who had 
rnciirrcd penalties on account of the ftanip. aft, 5cc* and a rcquUitlon was made by government 
to the Aorth American provinces to indemnify fuch perfons as had fuffered in their property 
b\ the Jafe riots, by making them a proper compeiifation for the loflls they had fuftained ; 
which, after fomc time, was accordingly done. At the fame time, a bill was parted for open- 
ing free ports, under certain reftriftions, in different parts of llic Well Indies. 

i his adrainiftration, who, by their conduft, were endeavouring to fecure popularity, could 
not take a more ready method to obtain poffeiTioni of that objeft than by the repeal of the cyder 
aft, which took place during this fclfion. Few laws had ever been parted in this country 
which had proved fo obnoxious to the people in general, but elpcciaily to thofc of the evthr 
counties, than that aft had been ; the repeal of it was accompanied with proportionate matks 
of public approbation. 

hut government was not wholly employed in domedic concerns ; foreign tranfaftions pof- 
ftfled a proper fltarc of their attention : and it was in this year that a fuial fettlcincnt of the 
long contefled bufinefs or the Canada bills took place. As this tranfaftion occupied a tedious 
length of ncgociation, and may claim a place among the commercial events of litis period, wc 
(hall relate the particular circumflances of it. 

When Canada «vas in poirefiion of the French, it was an annual lols to the government, 
although its trade was very profitable to individuals, and to the kingdom in general. 

^ The method the French government took to pay the fubjefts of Canada the balance due to 
them, was by giving them either bills of exchange on the royal treafury, or wiiat they call 
ordonnances, of which the following was the form : 


20 fols 
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ao fols Colonies, 1757. 

Dcpenfes gcncrales. 

No. 44 >i 9 S* 

II fera tcnu compte par Ic Roi, au mois d’Odobre prochain, de la fomme de vingt foh, 
valcur cn la foumillioa du trcforkr, rcflce au bureau du contioie. 

« A Quebec, lepicmicr Juiii, 1757. 

^ Bigot. 

Thcfe bills were given from a thoufand llvres to fevcn-pence halfpenny, and were preferred 
by the inhabitants to current coin. In the month of Oftober of every year, every one was at 
liberty to bring thcfe ordonnances to the intendant’s office, and had a right to demand bilL> of 
exchange on Old France in payment. This right gave the paper cunency a prcfctcnce even 
over ready caffi, as the govcrnincut would not take calh for bills of excliange. 

Although the inhabitants might have brought all their ordonnances to the year 17 59 for 
payment, yet being as current, and more ufcfui than calh, conffdtrable quantities always rC" 
mained in the country ; and, as a proof, there were ftiil extant fonie of thefc oidounanccii of 
the year 17^9. 

In the year 17591 the intendant, and others concerned in the government of Canad'^, iffiu'd 
out very confiJerablc quantities of bills of exchange, which they pretended were for the ufc of 
the government i but as the French court charged thdii with mal-adminijlration, this point 
continued in difpute till they were fentcnccd to make reftitution. On being informed of this 
fentence, the Englilh merchants, who were, as wc have mentioned under a for me*!* year, deeply 
concerned in Canada paper, applied to government, for the purpofe of obtaining their fhare in 
the appointed rcftitutlon ; and after a length of negoclation which tlic bufinefs did not feem to 
require, the following convention for the liquidation of the Canada paper money !;eIonging to 
the fubjeds of the King ol Great Britain and his Moft Chriftirm Majcfty, was executed on 
the 29th of Marcli, in this ycar4 

“ Article 1 . His ICxceiiency General Conway, iiiveffcd with fuff powers and authorifations, 
accepts for the Britilh proprietors and holders of Canada jMper, nnd in tlicir name;:, the reduc- 
tion of the laid paper, on the footing of 50 per cent, for the bills of exchange, and fuch part 
of the ccrtifiCvites as arc entitled to the laid payments i and of 75 per cent, for the ordonnances, 
cards, and the remaining part of the certificates ; and to icceive for the 50 nnd 25 per cent, of 
the reduced principal, icconnoifflmces, or rent contrails, wlfich ffiall bear :.n annual intcrefl: 
from the ift of January, 1765, of 4' per cent, to bo fubjeSed to the dixicinc from the laid 
ift of January, many icconnoiffances as it ihali fuit the holders to divide their 

liquidated principa!.> into, provided that each rcconnoiliance ffiall not l)C for more than looj 
livres Tournois. wliicli rcconnoiffances ihail lhare the fame fate for their rciinbiirfeaicnt as 
the other debts of the Ibtc, and ihali not he fubjefted to any reduftion whatfoever. The wdiolc 
conformably to the arrets of the council ilfued in France the 29th June, 2d July, 1764, 29th 
and 3Tft Dt'ccmber, 1765. 

II. In order to albcrtain the Britifh property of this paper at the period, anti according 
to the meaning of the declaration annexed to the laft treaty of peace with France, each pro- 
prietor or holder fhall be obliged to inakc a declaration thereof upon oath, in the form and 
terms wliich /hall be hcrcalter preferibed, in confequence oi a turther delay, which his Moll 
Chriftian Majcfly grants them to ill of Odober, 1766 ; after the expiration of wliicli, fuch o<- 
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lyfro the papers as fliUl not have I,een declared and tendered to be liquidated, fliall reniain .excluded, 

nuil, aiul of no 

** III. 'r])cre dcclaratibns on the part of the proprietors and' holders of this paper, fhall he 
accompanied by an oath, to be taken before the lord mayor of the city of London, or fucli 
other magiilratc in perfori as lhall be named for that purpofe, in I'uch place, and at fuch times, 
as fliall be Ipecificd in the prefence of the or d^pijNcs appointed, as well on the 

part of the court of France as on the part of the pnjpmtors of this paper ; which comtnlilaries 
or deputies lliall be allowed to afk, ilirougli the magillratc who adminifters tlic oath, fuch quef- 
tions of the deponent as they fhali judge ncceffary, I'clative to the objeft of the oath. 

IV. Each declaration fhall contain only what belongs to one holder, whether they arc 
his own property, or held by him for account of others ; mentioning therein his name, qua- 
lity, and place of abode ; and this declaration fhali be' made conformable to the model an- 
nexed to the prefent convention# ♦ 

** V. Duplicates (h^ll be made of thefe declarations, certified to be true, figncd by the 
holders of the faid papers, and previoufly delivered to tbe'Englifh and French commilTarics or 
deputies, who lhall be obliged, three days after receiving thefe declarations, to alfift at the 
taking of the oath before the magiftrafe appointed for that purpofb# 

VI. As this paper may, fince the lafl: treaty of peace, have pafTed into the hands of three 
different clafles of proprietors, namely, •die aft ual proprietors, the intermediate, and the ori- 
ginal ; the form of an oath fuitablc for cadi clafs of proprietors (hall be prefeVibed in the three 
following articles, 

[The feventh, eighth, ninth, and tentli afticlcs, contain only the forms of oaths,} 

XI, After the adminiftration of the oaths, there fhall, within the fpacc of three days, be 
delivered to each aftual proprietor or holder, a certificate of its being Britifh property by the 
magiftrate wffjo adminifters tlic oaths ; which certificate fliall be revifed and figned by the rc- 
fpeftivc commiffaries or deputies, and lhall contain an account of each fort of paper wdaich 
fliall have bccxi therein proved Britilli property ; in order, tlnit by means of this voucher, the 
polTefTor may prefent his paper to the office of the comniiffion at Paris, there to be examined, 
revifed, and liquidated, and converted into rcconnoifl'ances, or rent contrafts, according to the 
icduSloa fixed and agreed upon : everything lhall meet with all poffible difpatch, and the 
lioklers of this paper lhall be at no expence whatfoever. 

Xil. In cafe any uiiforefeen accident lhall have deprived any aftual proprietor of this 
paper of an intermediate proof bftween him and the firff proprietor who received it from 
Canada, fo as that the proofs which precede and follow that which ought to join them, and 
which is miffing, feem to have report and belong to each other ; in that cafe only the rcfpcc- 
tjvc commiflarics or deputies fhall be empowered to admit the paper it relates to as Britilh 
property, if they think proper, notvvithftanding the deficiency wlilcii lhall have broke the link 
of the proof: and if the refpeftive commilfaries or deputies fhall chance to differ in opinion, 
the dccifion of the objeft in quefiion lhall be referred to bis Britannic Majelly’s Secretary of 
State, and to the ambaflador of his moft Chriftian Majefty 
** XIIL In virtue of the foregoing arrangement, the court of France grants to the Britifli 
proprietors of this paper, an indemnification of premium of 3,000,000 of livres Tournois, 
payable in the following manner, viz. 500,000, livres Tournois, which ffiail be paid in fpecic 
to liis Britannic Majefty’s anibaffador at Paris in the courfe of April next; and 2, 500,000 livres 
Tournois, in reconnoiffances or rent contrafts, of the fame nature as tliofc which lhall be 


given 
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1766 given for the'50 and 2j per cent, on the capitals of the bills of exchange, cards, ordonnances, 
but the intereft of vvlijch fliall only run from January j, 1766; winch fain of 2,500,000 
livres I ournois, /hall be delivered to the aforefaid ambailador iimiicdiatcJy after the ratifica- 
tion and exchange of the prefent convention, jn reconnoiffance of 1^000 livres I’ournois each, 
on the exprefs conditio^that all the Canada paper belonging to Britifli fubjefts, not liquidat- 
ed, (hall Hiare the famt®te» for reimburfcment as French paper, and lhali come in courfe 
of ‘payment with the debta*of the %sg:c, the reconnoiflances or rent contrafts whereof (hall be 
paid as, the other debts, without being ful^eflcd to any reduAIbn whatfoever ; and on the fur- 
tlicr condition, that all the Fnglifh proprietors of the faid paper fhall'give up every particular 
indemnification from any.caufeand pretext whatfoever. 

‘‘ XIV. The folcmn ratifications of the prefent convention lhall be exchanged in good and 
due form, in tins city of London', between the two courts, within the fpace of one month, or 
looncr H it be poflibJe, to bQ reckoned from the day of figning the prefent convention. 

‘‘ ki witnefs wliereof, we the under-written minifters plenipotentiary of the faid two courts, 
have figned in their names, and by virtue of our full powers, the prefent convention, and 
caufecl it to be fealed with our anus* 

‘‘ Done at London, this 29th day of March, 1766, 

IL S. CONWAY, (US.) 

• Count De GUERCHY, (L. S.)’’ 

In confequcncc of this convention, the committee of London merchants appointed by the 
holders, See, of Canada bills, prefented the following memorial ; ^ 

“ That the 13 articles of the conveiltion made with the court of France, for the final fet- 
tlcrncnt of the Canada bills, is, of itfclf, infufficient to explain to the proprietors of the faid 
bills, in what manner the fum of three millions of livres, granted by the court of France, as 
an indemnification or premium, is to be diflribiitcd. 

1 herefore humbly folicit your Excellency to permit the following explanation, which is 
founded on the committee’s propofitioii for the payment of thefe papers, delivered on the aytli 
of December laft, to be annexed to the convention, and publifhed therewith, for the infor- 
mation of all whom it may coiiccrn- 

And your memorialifts, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &€• 

** Brook Watson, 

Zoftdoftf Jfiril z 8 , ij 66 . Robert Allen, 

Francis Rybot* 

“ Robert Hunter, 

“ Isidore Lynch, 

“ Charles Crock AT, 

William Greenwood, 

** Robert Grant, 

“ Daniel ViALARs/’ 

The committcc^s explanation, relative to the difiribution of tlie 3,000,000 of livres granted 
by the Court of France, as a premium or indemnification in the thirteenth article of tlic fore- 
going convention. 

This indemnification having been granted by the Court of France, in confcquencc of 
repeated propofitions made by the committee appointed for the management of this bufinefs, 
and approved of by the proprietors and holder^; of the faid papers at various general meetings 
VoL. IV. M aflcinbled 
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1766 aficmblccl for that purpofc, at which the diftribotion of the faid indcmnificatioa or premium^ 

which was the hahs of the convention fince acceded to, \v^a$ determined and agreed upon. 

. The committee think it a duty incumbent on them, for the better information of every 
Dritifh proprietor or holder of Canada paper, to publHh the particulars of the faid diftribution, 
which they arc now enabled to do w’ith prccifion. 

“ In order to form a judgment, as near as poffiblc, of /lifpaluc of each kind of paper, it 
will be ireceflary to lay before the public a ilatc tljereof, as it will ftand reduced, agreeable to 
the terms of the convention, and an Sccount of the proportional part of the indemaificatian 

or premium of 3,000,000 of livres, which each fpccies of paper will be entitled to receive, 

after the clofing of the liquidation ; i, e, the firft of Oftober next. 

By the moftexaft eftimates which it has been poffible to make, as well as by the regifters 
of the Court of France, it appears, that there ftillcxifts unliquidated, Livres. 

“ Bills of exchange and certificates about, . — 4,000,000 

** Ordonnanccs and cards, &c, — — ~ 12,000,000 

Total, 16,000,000 

Which, when liquidated and converted into rcconnoiflanccs, will produce as under ; 

Four millions paid at 50 per cent. — — — 2,000,000 

Twelve millions at 25 per cent. ♦ ~ — — 3,000,000 

The capital of the liquidated debt, — ~ 5,000,000 

** TIic diftributioa of the 2,500,000 livres in rcconnoiflanccs, and the 500,000 livres in 
fpecic, agreeable to the propofiiion, in confcquence of which the fame was obtained, willbc 
as follows : Livres in > reon^ 

“ On the ordonnanccs and other papers payable on the footing of 25 noiiJuncvs^ 

percent. — — — _ — 1,500,000 

“ On the fame, being a proportional part of the remaining million of 
rcconnoiirances, w^hich is to be divided on the liquidated capital of the 
whole debt, which amounts to the computed fum of 5,000,000, — 600,000 

Total, 2,100,000 


The 500,000 livres In fpccie, being granted as an equivalent for tlic lofs whicli would 
arife by receiving the 2,500,000 livres for the indemnification in rcconnoiflanccs, it muil be 
proportionably divided in the fame manner as the reconnoiflanccs, viz. if 2,500,000 livres 
receive 500,000 livres, what wnll 2,100,000 receiver Anfvvcr, 420,000 livres in fpccic. 

** To be divided in the month of November next, on tlie flip- 
pofed 12,000,000 of ordonnanccs, cards, hz. — 2,520,000 

“ On the bills of exchange, and fuch certificates as are paid on 
the footing of 50 per cent, the remaining part of the million of rc- 
connoiflanccs, ~ — — 400,000 

Proportion of the 500,000 in fpecic, being i-5th or 20 per 
cent, on 400,000, — — — 80,000 

** Toul on the bills of exchange, ice. — — 000 


80,000 


Amount of indemnification granted, 


480,000 


3,000,000 
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J766 The above recited fum of 3,000,000 of livrcs, will be paid by tlje committee in No- 
vember next, to fucb proprietors who fliall, in the Oftober preceding, produce to them a cer- 
tificate fignedby the Englifh commiffary, appointed to adjuft the liquidation of thefe ctFcdls, 
certifying, that fuch fums as tbofe on which the proprietors demand a proportion of the in- 
demnification or premium, had been proved on oath to liavc been Britifli property, in con- 
formity to the tenor of nic convention. Tliis certificate to be accompanied with a bordereau 
of liquidation made at Paris, and c^'iificd to be ^true by the conimiifioncrs appointed by hh; 
Moft Cliriftian Majcfty to liquidate the Canada bills. 

Brook Wjvtsov. 

“ Robert Abekn, 

Francis Rvbot. 

Robert Huntkr,, 

Isidore Lyncd. 

“ Charles JZ^ROCK AT. 

*** William Ci reek wood. 

Robert Gr a nt. 

Daniel Vi ALARs.” 

In this year alfo, an advamageou? commercial treaty was concluded between Great Britain 
ind Rufiia, in the arrangement of which, and removing thofc obllaclcs which impeded its 
completion, much praife is due to the zeal, induftry, and abilities of Sir George, now Lord 
Macartney, the then Britilh rninifter at the court of Peterlburg. « 

Wc fball be jufiificd, by every commercial confideration, in giving this treaty at large. 

** Article t. The peace, friendfhip, and good underflanding, which have hitherto happily 
fybfiflcd between their Majefiies of Great Britain and of all the Ruffins, fliall be ratified and 
confirmed by this treaty ; ib that from this time forward, and in all time coming, ilvcre fhail ho 
between the crown of Groat Britain on the one hand, and the crown of all the Rulhas on the 
otlicr ; as a Ifo between the fiates, countries, kingdoms, dominions, and tcrritoiics, that are 
fubjeft to them, a true, lincere, firm, and perfefl peace, friendfhip, and good underflanding, 
w liich lhaii lail for ever, and fliall be inviolably oblcrvcd, as W' . by fea as by land, and on the 
frefh waters ; and the fubjefls, people and inhabitants on the one part and on the other, of 
w hat Hale or condition foever they be, lhall perform to each other all a£ls of kindnefs and af- 
fiftancc poflible, and fiiall not do one another any hurt or injury whatever. 

II. The fubje< 9 :s of the two high contrafting po\vcrs, fliall have full liberty of navigation 
and commerce ih all the flates fituated in Europe, where navigation and comiTicrcc arc per- 
milted at prelcnt, or fhall be permitted hereafter by the high contrafting parties, to any other 
nation. 

“ 111. It is agreed, that the fubje^Is of the two high contrailing parties fhall have leave to 
enter, trade, and remain with their fliips, boats and carriages, loaded or unloaded, in all the 
ports, places and towns, where fuch leave is granted to t)ic fuhjefts of any other nation ; and 
the Tailors, palfcngers and fhips, as well Britilh as Ruffian, though there Ihould be among 
their crews lubjefh of feme other foreign nation, fliall be received and treated as the moft 
favoured nation ; and neither the failors nor paffiengers fliali be forced to enter, againil their 
will, into the forvicc of either of the two contraaing powers, excepting, however, fuch of 
their fubjeas as they may want tor their own proper fcivice ; and if a domeftic or lador dclcjt 
his fcrvicc or his Ihip, he lhall be reflored. It is likcwilc agreed, that the fuhjcas of the hi.^h 

M 2 coiUiacLiig 
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1766 contraftlng parties Ihall have leave to purchafe, at the current price, all forts of commodities* 
of which they may Hand in need; to repair and refit their fliips, boats and carriages ; to pur- 
chafe all kinds of provifions for their prefent fubCftancc of their voyage ; and to remain or 
depart at thefr pleafurct without let or impediment, provided they conform to the laws and 
ordinances of the refpeftive ftates of the high contrafting parties wlicrethcy may happen to be. 
In like manner the Ruffian Ihips that arc navigating the fca* and arc met by Englilh Ihips, 
Iball not be impeded in thecourfeof their voyage, pjrovided, in the Britifli fea, they conform 
to the efiabliihed pra£lice ; but, on the contrary, (hall receive from them all kind of affifiance, 
as well in the ports of the dominion of Great Britain as in the open fea. 

** IV. It is agreed, that the fubjeAs of Great Britain lhall be at liberty to bring, by water 
or by land, into all or into fach provinces of Ruffia, where freedom of trade is permitted to 
the fubjefts of any other nation, all forts of mcrchSndize or cffcAs, the traffic or entry of 
which is not prohibited : and in like manner the fubjeAs of R'uffia lhall be at liberty to bring, 
buy and fell freely, inwall, or in fuch ftates of Great !]|ritaiu where freedom of trade is per- 
mitted to the fubjeAs of any other nation, all forts of merchandize and cffcAs, the traffic and 
entry of which is not prohibited ; which is alfo to be equally underftood of the manufaflurcs 
and produ As of the Afiatic provinces, provided this is not aAually forbid by fpme law at pre- 
fent in force in Great Britain ; comprehending all forts of merchandize effe&s, which the fub- 
jeAs of any other nation may buy there, and tranfport into other countries, particularly 
wrought gold and filvcr, excepting the current coin of Great Britain ; and in order to preferve 
a juft cqpality between the Ruffian and Britilh merchants, with regard to the exportation of, 
provifions and other commodities, it is further ftipulatcd, that the fubjcAs of Ruffia lhall pay 
the fame duties on exportation, that are paid by the Britilh merchants on exporting the fame 
effcAs from the ports of Ruffia; but then each of the high contraAing parties fhall referve to 
itfclf ihc Iii>crry of making, in the interior parts of its dominions, fuch particular arrangements 
as it lhall find expedient for encouraging and extending its own navigation. The Rvifiiaii 
merchants lhall enjoy the fame liberties and privileges the Britiffi merchants of the Ruffian 
company enjoy ; and, as the defign of the two high contraAing parties, and the intention of 
this treaty, is to facilitate the reciprocal commerce of their fubjcAs, and to extend its limits 
and mutual advantages, it is agreed, that tlie Britilh merchants trading in the domiirions of 
Ruffia, lhall have liberty, in cafe of death, a preffing exigency, or abfolute neceffity, when 
there arc no other means of procuring money, or in cafe of bankruptcy, to difpofc of their 
cffcAs, whether of Ruffian or foreign merchandize, in fuch manner as the perfons concerned 
ihall find moft advantageous. The fame thing lliall be obferved with regard to the Ruffian 
merchants in the dominions of Great Britain. All which, however, is to be underftood witii 
this reftriAion, that every fort of permiffion, on the one lidc and on the other, fpecified in 
this article, ffiall not be in any thing contrary to the law's of the country ; and ilxc Britilli, as 
well as the Ruffian merchants and their faAors, fliali punAually conform to the rights, ftatutes 
and ordinances of the country where they trade, in order to ptevent all kind of fraud and im- 
pofition. It is forthis rcafon, that the decifion of fuch events happening to the Britilh compt- 
ing-lioufcs in Ruffia, lhall be fubmicted, at Peterfourg, to the college of commerce, and in 
other towns where there k no college of commerce, to the tribunals that have tlic cognizance 
of commercial affairs* 

V. It is agreed, that the fubjcAs of Great Britain, if they have no rlxdollars to pay the 
cttftomsor other duties for the merchandize which they import or export, fliall be allowed to 

pay 
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1766 pay them in other foreign coin of a known name and eftabliflied value, equal to that of the 
rixdollar, or in the current coin of Ruflia, the rixdoilar valued at 125 copecs (or pennies). 

** VL All poffiblc affiftance and difpatch (hall be given to the loading and unloading of 
Ihips, as well for the importation as the exportation of commodities, according to the regula- 
tions on that head eftablifhed ; and they ihall not be in any nianner detained, under the penal- 
ties denounced in the faid regulations. In like manner, if the fubje&s of Great Britain make 
contrafls with any chancery or coUe^Ck whatever to deliver ccruin commodities or effefts, upon 
notifying that fuch commodities arc ready to be delivered, and after they fl\all have been ac- 
tually delivered at tlic time fpccified in thefe coiurafts, they fliall be received; and immedi- 
ately thereupon, the accounts fliall be fettled and cleared between the faid college or chancery 
and the Britilh merchants, at the time fixed in the faid contrafts* The fame conduct fliall be 
obferved towards Ruffian merchailts in the dominions of Great Britain. 

“ VII. It is agreed, that the fubjefts of Great Britain may, in all the towns and places of 
Ruffia where freedom of trade is permitted to any other nation, |)ay for the commodities they 
purchafe in the fame current coln^of Ruffia which they take for the commodities they fell, un- 
kfs in their contrafts they have ftipulatcd the contrary ; and this ought equally to be under- 
Itood of Ruffian, commodities in the dominions of Great Britain. 

“ VIII. In the places where cnibarkalions are ordinarily made, permifiion fliall be granted 
to the fubjefts of the high contrafling parties, td*load their fliips and carriages with, and traul- 
port by water or by land, all fuch forts of commodities as they Ihall have purchafed, (with an 
exception, however, ofthofc whofc exportation is prohibited) upon paying the puftoms, pro- 
vided thefe fhips and carriages conform to the laws. 

“ IX. The fubjefts of the high contrafling parties fliall pay no greater duty far the im- 
portation or exportation of their commodities than is paid by the fubjefts of other nations.— 
Xcverthclefs, to prevent, on both lides, tlie defrauding of the cuiloms, if it fliould be difeo- 
vered that commodities liavc been entered clandcilinely, and without paying the cuftoms, 
tlicy fliiill be confifeated j but, bcfidcs that, no other punil'hiiicnt fliill be infiifted upon the 
merchants on cither fide. 

“ X. Permiffion fliall be granted to the fubjefts of the two contrafling parties to go, come, 
and trade freely with thofc ftatts, with which one or other of the parties fliall at that time, or 
at any future period, be engaged in war, provided they do not carry military (lores to 
the enemy. I'rom this permiffion, however, are excepted places aftually blocked up, or be- 
fieged, as well by fca as by land ; but, at all other tiiqes, and with the tingle exception of mi- 
litary (lores, the above-liud fubjcfls may tranfport to thefe places all forts of commodities, as 
well as paflengers, without the Icaft impediment. With regard to the fcarching of merchant 
fliips, men of war and privateers Ihall behave as favourably as the reafon of the war, at tliat 
time exifling, can poffibly permit towards the moft friendly pow'crs that lhail remain neuter; 
obferving, as far as may be, the principles and maxims of the law of nations, that arc generally 
acknowledged. 

XI. All cannon, mortars, mulkcts, piftols, boml)s, grenades, bullets, balls, fufecs, flint- 
(lones, matches, powder, faltiKire, fulphur, brcaft-platcs, pikes, fwords, belts, cartouch-bags, 
faddles and bridles, beyond the quantity that may be neceffary for the ufc of the Ihip^ or be- 
yond what every man ferving on board the fliip, and every paflenger ought to have, Ihall be 
accounted ammunition or military (lores ; and, if found, Ihall be confifeated, according to 
law, as contraband goods, or prohibited commodities ; but neither the fliips nor paflengers, 

aor 
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iheir voyage. , . . , , . rt,«„l,l rome to be broke between 'tlie two high 

.. XII. If,»l.i.l.G<Klfo,b,dl or CO., created i 

contr-iaing partie.s the perfons, fhips. and ti,eir cf- 

„.cy Ihall 1,0 allowed, a. left. H.c .p- o' JJ"'; “ ■ '’o b Vallv ond.rllood of all 
r.Oc n.-.A tn retire wherever they plea/e ; a itipulatioii that is to oc cquanv 

diofc’ who (hall be in the fca or land An vice : and al^cy Ihall farther be permitted, either at or 

before their departure, to confign the effeas which they mall not as yet have d.fpolcd of, ns 

well as the debts that mall be due to them, to fuch perfons as they mall think piopcr, m order 

to difpofe of them according to their defire,’ and for their benefit; which debts, the debtors 

mall be obliged to pay in the fame manner as if no fuch rupture had happened. 

“ Xlll. ij,n cafe of a Ihipwreck happening in any place belonging to one or otlier of the 
high contraaing parties, not only Ihall all kind of alfiaancc bb given to the unhappy fufferers, 
and no fort of violencj mall be offered to them, but even the effefts which they Ihall have 
faved thcmfelves, or which they Ihall have thrown overboard into the lea, lliall not be con- 
cealed, withheld, or damaged, under any pretext whatfoever ; on the contrary, the above-faid 
effeas and commodities fliall be pteferved and reftored to them, upon their giving a moderate 
recompence to tbofe who fiiall have affilled them in faving their hves, their ihips, and their 
commodities. 

“ XIV. Pcrraiffion Ihall be granted to Britifli merchants to build, buy, fell, and hirclioufc.s 
in all the territories and towns of Ruffia; excepting, however, with regard to the permiflion of 
liuilding and buying houfes in thofe towns of Ruffra which have particular rights of burglicr- 
Ihip, and privileges inconfiftent with fuch indulgence ; and it is exprefsiy fpcciiied, that at 
St. Pctcrlburgh, Mofeow, and Archangel, the houfes which the Bvitim merchants fiiall buy, 
or caufe to be'built, fiiall be exempt from all quartering of foldiers, as long as they fit, ill belong 
to them, and Ihall be inhabited by them ; but with regard to the houfes which they ihall hire 
or let. thefc fitall be fubjefl to all the ufual charges of the town ; the tenant ami landlord fet- 
tlin<^ that matter between them. As to every other town of Ruffia, the houfes which they 
lhaU purchafe or c.aufe to be built, in the fame manner as thofe which they lhail hire or let, 
mail not be exempted from the quartering of foldiers. Permiffion fiiall likcwifc be granted 
the Ruffian merchants to build, buy, fell, and let houfes in Great Britain and Ireland, in the 
lame manner as is done by the fubjefts of the raoft favoured nations. They fiiall enjoy the 
free cxercifc of the Greek religion, in their houfes, or in fuch places as arc dellincd for that 
purpofe ; and in like manner the Britifii merchants Ihall enjoy the free cxcrcife of the Protel- 
tant relirion. The fubjefts of either power, eftablifiied in Ruffia or in Great Britain, Ihall 
have power to difpofe of their eftates, and to leave them by will to whomfoever they think 
proper, following the cuftoms and laws of their own proper country. 

t, XV. Paffports fiiall be granted to all Biitim fubjefls who delite to quit the dominions of 
Ruffia, two months after they fliail have fignified their defign of departing, without obliging 
them to give fccurity ; and if, in that time there appear no juft caufc for detaining them, they 
fiiall be allowed to go ; nor Ihall they be obliged to apply, for that purpofe, to any other quar- 
ter than to the college of commerce, or to that which may hereafter he eftablifiied in its place. 
The fame cafv methods of departing fiiall, upon like occafions, and agreeable to the cuftom of 
the country, be granted to Ruffian merchants, who want to quit the dominions of Great 
Britain. 


XVI. Britilh 
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2766 XVI* BritiHi merchants, who fhall hire or employ domeftics, flxalJ, in this particular, be 
ohJiged to conform them feJves to the laws of this empire. And Kuifian merchants fhail be 
ccjually obliged to do the lame in Great Britain. 

“ X VII. In all Iaw«fuits, and other proceedings, the Britifli merchants fliall be amenable 
only to the college of commerce, or to that which lhall hereafter be eftabllfhcd for the admini- 
llration of juflicc between merchants. But, if it IhouJd happen that the Britifh mcrcliants 
fhould have law-fuits in any place at^a diftance from the above-mentioned college of com- 
merce, both they and the adverfe pafty lhall prefer their complaints to the magillrate of the 
faid towns ; with this provifo, however, that the Britilh mercljants ftiall have the right to ap- 
peal from the fcntcncc of the magiftrate, and to demand that of the college of commerce, if 
they find ihcmfcives aggrieved. I'lic Ruffian merchants in the dominions of Great Britain, 
fhall, in their turn, have the famc^jroteftion and juftice, wJiicb, according to the laws of tiiat 
kingdom, are granted to cjther foreign merchants, and lhall be treated as \hc fubjefts of the 
moll favoured nation. 

‘‘ XVIII. The Brilifli merchants in Ruffia, and the Ruffian nferchants in Great Britain, 
fliall not be obliged to Ihew their books or papers to any perfon whatever, unleis it be to make 
proof ill the court of juftice; ftiil Icfs fliall the faid books or papers be taken or detained 
from them. If, however, the cafe fliould happen, that any Britifli merchant becomes bank- 
rupt, he lhall he amenable at St. Petcrlburgh to tjie college of commerce, or to that which iliall 
hereafter be eftahilfhed for the adminiftration of juftice in mercantile aflairs ; and in other 
remote towns, to the magillrate of the place ; and he fliall be proceeded againll according to 
the laws that are or lhall be made for this purpofe. Ncvcrtbclcfs, if the Britifli merchants, 
without becoming bankrupt, refufe to pay their delrts, whether to tlie treafury of her Imperial 
Majcfty, or to individuals, it lhall be lawful to lay an arreft upon part of their cfiwCls equiva- 
lent to their debts ; and, in cafe thefe eflefts fhould not be fufficient for difeharging fucli debts, 
they may themfeives ht arrcftctl and detained in cuftody, until fucli time as the greater part of 
their creditors, as well with refpeit to numlxjr, as to the value of their refpeflive demands, 
liavc confented to their cnlargcmeiit. ^Vith regard to their ciFc( 5 ls laid undcrarrcll, they, fliall 
remain as a depofit in the hands of tliofc who lhall be named and chiiy authorifed for that pur- 
pofe, by the greater part of their creditors, as is above fpecified ; which delegates fliall be ob- 
liged to apprailc the clTcCls as foon as poffibic, and to make a juft and fair dillrihutlon of Uicm 
to all the creditors, in proportion to their refpeilivc demands. The fame procedure fliall, \\\ 
like cafes, be ohlervcd towards tlic Ruffian merchants in the dominions of Great Ihitain, and 
they lhall he there prorefted agreeably to the regulatiofls made in the preceding arii., Ic. 

XIX, In cafe of complaints and iaw-fnits, three per Tons ot fair and unhlcmlflied cdiarac- 
tcr among the foreign merchants, fliall, with a proper regard to ciicumlbnccs, be named by 
the college of commerce ; and where there is no fuch college, by the maglftratc, to examine 
the books and papers of the parlies ; and the report they ineii make to tlie college of com- 
merce, or to the inagiftratc, of what they fhaii llnd in the laid books or papers, lhall be Jicld a 
good proof. 

XX. The commiffioners of the cuftoms fliall Jiavc the charge of examining the fervants 
or clerks ofthc Ruffian merchants, when they caufc their goods to be entered, whether they 
liavc, for that cfi'cfl, the oulcrs or full poweis ot the mailers , and il they have not iuch, they 
fhall not be credited. 'Bhe fame condudl fliall be obfenrd mwards the fervants of the Bririlii 
nurchants; and, when the faid fervants, iiaving the oick, rs or lull powers oi their mailers, 

. fliai; 
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1766 caufc their goods to be Entered on account of their mafters, thefe laft fivall be as refpon- 
iihlc as if they tljcnifclvcs had caufed them to be entered. Ah the Ruifiaii fervants employed 
iu the Ihons lhall likcwife be regiftered, and their mafters fliall anfwcr for them in the affairs of 
trade, and in the bargains wliich dsey make in their name. 

XXL In cafe the Ruftian merchants who are indebted to the Britifli merchants with- 
draw from the places of their abode to other parts or diftrifts, the college of commerce, after ^ 
complaints ftiall have been made to them on the fijbjeil, and proofs of the debts have been 
adduced, fliall cite them three times, allowing thcm*a fuflicient fpace to appear in peri'on ; and 
if they do not appear within the term preferibed, the faid college fliall condemn them, atid lhall 
fend, at thccxpence of the plaintiff, an exprefs' to the governors and waywodes, with orders to 
pot the fentence in execution, and thus fhall oblige the debtors to pay the fuins fpecified. 

“ XXII. The brokerage fliall be fettled with jullldb, and the brokers fliall be refponflbic 
for thf qualities of the goods and fraudulent package ; and fliall $e obliged, after fuflicient 
proofs produced againft them, to make up the loflcs to which they Wvc given occafion. 

XXin. A regulation fhall be made to prevent the* abufes that may be committed in the 
package of leather, hemp, and flax ; and, if any difpute happen between the buyci: and the 
feller concerning the weight or the tare, the commiffioners of the cuftonis fhall determine it 
according to equity. 

XXIV. In order the more cffeSiaally to encourage and promote the trade of Great Bri- 
tain, it is agreed, that, for the future, the Englifh woollen cloths hereafter fpecified, fhall not 
pay an)j greater duties on entry than arc fettled in this article : vix. Englifh cloth for the ufc 
of the foldicry, fhall pay, in rixdollars, only two copecs, or pennies, for every arfhecn, or 71 J* 
yards, as a duty on entry ; coarfc cloth of the county of York, known in the Ruffian tariff by 
the name of Coftrogy, lhall only pay two copecs for every arflicen t broad flannel lhall only 
pay one copec per arfhecn ; narrow flannel lhall only pay three-fourths of a copec per aifliecn, 
all as duty on entry. And in every thing that regards the impofts and duties payable on the im- 
portation or exportation of commodities in general, the fubjefts of Great Britain flinll always 
be confidered and treated as the moft favoured nation. 

** XXV. I'he peace, friendfliip, and good underftanding fliall continue for ever between 
the high contrafting^parties ; and, as it is cuftomary to fix a certain term to the duration of 
treaties of commerce, the above-mentioned high contrading parties have agreed, that this 
treaty fliall continue for twenty ycar^, counting from the day of figning ; and after the expira- 
tion of that term, they may agree upon the means to renew and prolong it. 

XXVL The prefent treaty of navigation and commerce fliall be approved and ratified by 
his Britannic Majefty and by her Imperial Majcfty i and the ratifications, in due and lawful 
form, fhall be exchanged at Sr. Peterfburgh, in the fpace of three months, or fooncr, if pof- 
flble, counting from the day of figning. 

In witnefs whereof, we, the undcr-figned, in virtue of the full powers granted to us by 
his Majefty the King of Great Britain, and by her Imperial Majefty of all the Ruflias, 
have figned the prefent treaty, and thereto fet our feals. Done at St. Peterfburgh, 
this 2ioth day of June, 1766. 

George Macartney, (L. S.) Nikita Panin, (L. S.) 

(L* S.) Erncft, Count Munich. 

(L. S.) Pr. A. Galitzin. 

(L. S.) Gr. Teploff.^^ 


At 
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17C6 At this period, addrefles from the cities of London, Briftol, and Norwich, as well as other 
confiderablc corporations, &c, were prcfented to his Majcfly on the h igh price of corn ; in con- 
fequence of which, three royal proclamations were iffued as follow : 

The firft, dated September 10, for putting the laws in execution agaitift forcftalling, re- 
grating, and engrofling, &c. 

The fccond, dated September 26, for laying an embargo on all Ihips laden, or to be laden 
in the ports of Great Britain, with j/^hcat or wheat flour, to be exported to foreign parts, and 
to continue the fame ro the 14th of November following. 

The third, of the fame date, for prohibiting the diftillatioii of fpirits from any wheat, 
wheat meal, wheat flour, &c, to the 14th of November. 

The city of Norwich, in the inftruftions it tranfmitted to its rcprcfcntativcs in Parliament, 
on the deatnefs and fcarcity of provifions of all forts at this time, ftated, “ that wnlefs feme 
method could be difeovered to reflrain this growing evil, it would prove fatal to the woollen 
• ** manufafturc, which,'’ thefc inftruftiom add, had not been preferved witliout the greateft 

difficulty.’* 

On the meeting of Parliament in November, the two Houfes addreflfed the Throne on the 
occafion ; in confequence of which, his Majefty was picafed to ilTuc another proclamation for 
continuing the embargo already laid on the exportation of corn, &c. for which afts of in- 
demnity alfo pafled to fuch perforis as carried the* above orders of council into execution. 

The following is a correft account of the number of fliips, which were entered inwards and 
cleared outwards during this year, from the ports of Liverpool and Briftol, including only 
one arrival for the fame vcffel : 

Liverpool, Bristol. 


Inward, 

Outward. 

Inward, 

Outward* 

Britifh, 738 

795 

Britifli, 384 

319 

Foreign, 65 

70 

I'orcign, 47 

44 

803 

865 

431 

363 


The following bills, among fcvcral others, received the royal affent in the courfe of 
this year. 

To prohibit, for a limited time, the exportation of corn, &c. 

F or allowing the free importation of oats. 

To continue an aft for allowing the free importation of Irifh provifions, for a further limit- 
ed time. 

To make a navigable cut or canal from Little Gevendraeth river in the county of Cacr . 
marthen. 

For repealing the American ftanip aft. 

For fccuring the dependency of the colonics to the Britifli crown. 

For regulating the duties on the importation of Ruflia linen. 

For regulating pilots in the port of Liverpool. 

F or repealing certain rates and duties on cyder and perry, and for granting other duties in 
lieu thereof. 

For the improvement of tillage. 

To explain an aft for the improvement of tillage fo far as relates to the city of London. 
voL. HI. N 


To 
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iy6G . ITo encourage the leather manufaiiory^ &c» ^ ^ ^ * r u e ^ 

For Improving and prefcrving the navigation of the river Start in tac eouiitits ct ticrtfortr 
and Effex. 

For redeeming certain confolidatcd annuities ; with rciped to navy, viftaaHing and tranf* 

port bills. 

To make a navigable cut or canal from or near Wildcn Ferry in^Staifordfiiire, to commu^, 
nicare with the river Merfcy, in Lancafhirc. * t 
To make the river Soar navigable from tire river Trent, to or near Loughborougb in the 

county of Lciceilcr. 

'i'o make a fitivigable cut from the river Severn^ between Titton bridge, in the county of 
VV orcefter, to communicate with a canal intended to be made between the Trent and Merfcy* 
f or betteri regulating a{>prcntices and journeymen. * 

"J o regulate the loading of lliips with coals in the ports of Sunderland and Ncwcaftle* 
i o prohibit the importation of foreign wrought lilks and velvets for a limited time, and to 
prevent unlawful combinations of workmen employed in the filk manufacture. 

To prohibit the importation of foreign mitts and gloves;. 

To prevent the fraudulent marking of frame work, knitted ftockings and pieces.. 

Foi extending the duties on houfes, windows, See. 

For cftablilhing four free ports in the firitilh Weft India lilands. 

For repealing certain duties on goods in tlie colonics, and aifo on Eaft India goods exported 
from Great Britain, and for granting other duties in lieu ihcrcoi*. 

For laying additional duties on fpirits. 

For amending an aft relating to wines imported, and for fecuring the flamp duties for 
copies of court rolls, &c. 

For laying an additional duty on the importation of ffiks, crapes, and tafFctics, ami for al- 
lowing the exportation of gums to Ireland. 

For making the Chelmcr navigable from Malden to Chelmsford, 

For allowing the exportation of fait from Europe to Quebec, 

For amending the aft for regulating buildings and preventing fires*. 

For explaining the aft to prevent frauds in the admeafureraent of coals. 

To continue an aft for the importation of faked beef, pork, bacon, and butter from 
Ireland, fic. 

To amend an aft for regulating certain duties in the Britilh colonies and plantations, and 
alfo the duties upon certain Eaft Indlagoods exported from Great Britain, and for granting 
other duties inflead thereof, and for further encouraging, regulating, and fecuring fevcrul 
branches of the trade of this kingdom and the Britilh dominions in America, as relates to the 
exportation of non-enumcratcd goods from the Britilh colonics in America. 

For allowing the importation of wheat and wheat flour from tlie American colonics, for a 
limited time, free of duty ; and another for oats and oatmeal, rye and rycincaJ, 

The fupplics granted by Parliament for this year, were as follows r ^4 

For 16,000 feamcn, including 4,287 marines, 832,000 o o 

For 17,306 land forces, and for defraying the charge of his Majefiy’s 
guards, garrifons, &c. ~ ~ 605,608 la 9 

F or the general and general ftaff officers, — — 1 1 ,29 1 8 6 J 

Carried over, 1,448,900 1 3! 
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Brought over, 

For the maintenance of forces and garrifons in the Plantations, Africa, 
Gibraltar and Minorca, &c* — — — 

Fer the fame fcrvicc, out of the monies remaining of the grant made 
in the preceding feflion, — — — 

For the difference of pay bctwcepHhe Britifh and Irifh cflablifhmcnts 
-to certain trdops, &c. — — — 

For penfionsto the widows of reduced land and marine officers, 

On account of reduced land and marine officers, — 

For defraying the charge of fuU pay to officers reduced with the tenth 
company of fcvcral batal lions, — — 

For the our-penfioncrs^of Chclfca I lofpital, 

the office of ordnance for land fcrvicc, — * — 

For fcrvices performed by the office of ordnance for land fcrvicc, not 
provided for by Parliament in 1765, — 

To the trullccs of the Britifli Muicum, — •— 

I'or the ordinary of the navy, including half pay to fea and marine 

To the building and repair of ffiips, docks, wharfs, 

For the extraordinary cxpence of land forces, &cc. incurred to the 
eiih of January, 1766, not provided for by Parliament, — 

Out of the favings arifing from the pay of the land forces in the hands 
of the Paymaher General, tow^arcls defraying extraordinary expcnccs of 
the land forces, not provided for by Parliament, — 

For paying off certain Exchequer bills, — 

Ditto, — — — — 

To replace to the finking fund the like fum paid out of the fame, to 
make good the deficiency of certain rates and duties, &c. — 

To replace to ditto the like fum iflued thereout for paying certain an- 
nuities, which were granted in rcfpc^l: of navy, viftualUng and tranfport 
bills, 6 cc, by an a£l of the third of George 111 . — 

To replace to ditto, the like fum iffued thereout for. paying the charges 
of management of the faid annuities, &:c. — — 

'Po replace to ditto, the like fum paid out of the fame, to* make good 
the deficiency of certain duties on wines, cyder and perry, which were 
appropriated by the tliird of Gcoigc III. to pay certain annuities. 

For the civil eilabliflimcnt of Nova Scotia, — — 

For fund ry cxpcnccs for Nova Scotia in fcvcral preceding years, not 
provided for by Parliament, — — — 

For the civil cftahlifhmcnt of Georgia, and incidental cxpcnccs, 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, — — — 

Ditto bf Weft Florida, — — — 

•For general furveys in North America, — ^ ~ 


» s. d. 

1,44s, goo I 3: 

392,183 6 5i- 

2,32a 13 lOj- 

7.993 " 4 
1,614 o o 
138,674 o o 

, 5,718 6 8 

109,875 16 8 
180,445 19 3 

35,061 6 2 

2,000 O O 

412,983 6 3 
277,300 o o 

404,310 16 6V 


74,777 14 o 
1,000,000 o o 
800,000 o o 

45,561 7 104 


139,342 2 4 


4,898 14 9J 


29,211 12 6 

4,866 3 5 

8,008 1 2 7 
3,986 o o 
5,250 o o 
5,300 o o 
1,7 84 4 ® 


Carried over, 


4,093,468 14 
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Brought over, 

For the civil cilablifh men t of Scnegambia, — “ 

To replace to the finking fund the Jike fum iflued tlicrcout, to dif- 
charge certain annuities, &:c. _ . ~ 

For the pay, ^c, of the militia, — — 

tor tlie Britiih forts and fettlernents, &c. in Afii^a, — - 

For unlatisfied claims on account o/thc late war in Germany, 

To the Landgrave of Heflc Caflcl in extinftion of all demands. 

To the Foundling Ho fpital, — — — 

Monies remaining uniiTued of thofc grained in the lail feffion, for tlic 
life of the faid hofjpltal, — — * — 

Towards difeharging the debt of the navy, — ' — 

For the redemption^pf one third part of the capital fipek of certain an- 
nuities, granted in refpeft of navy, viftualling and tranfport bills, tS;c. 

To make good the deficiency of the grants for the fervice of 1765, 

Total of fupplies granted this feifion, — — : 


4,093,468 14 


S> 55 ° 

0 

0 

00 

0 

CO 

17 

71 

150,000 

0 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

106,043 


i; 

50,000 

0 

0 

3^^725 

0 

0 

1,167 

lO 

0 

,200,000 

0 

0 

870,888 

5 

si: 

292,828 

0 

44 

,273,280 

2 



Ways and means for this year, viz. 

Malt 'duty, . ~ ~ 

Land tax, — — — 

By Exchequer bilk, 

By annuities and lottery, — ^ — — 

The cxccfs of grants for the payment, &c. of the militia in 1765, 
From the monies agreed to be paid by the King of France, for the 
maintenance of prifoners, — — — 

From the monies, remaining in the receipt of the Exchequer for the 
diipofition of Parliament, as were referved by the fourth of his Majcfty 
fer defraying certain expcnccs relative to the fccuringthc Britilh colonies, 
From the finking fund, ~ — 


750.000 o o 
2,037,824 15 II 
1 , 800, DOC) O O 
1,500,000 O O 

80.000 o o 

i8x,ooo o o 


60,000 

2,150,000 


o 

o 


o 

o 


Total ways and means, — — 8,558,8241511 

Excefs of the provifions, — . _ 285,54-5 i6 2-^ 

Wc now proceed to a correa acco-unt of the extraordinary duties impofed by Pariiaraent for 
the national fervice of this year. 

February 21.— Provilion was made, to remove all doubts eoncerning tltc afeeruining of the 
duties payable upon the importation of linen cloth of the manufadurc of Ruffia, in purfuance 
of the aft of lall fcifion, and for fnpplying an omifiion in that aft, by declaring that all un- 
rated linen cloth and diaper of Raffia, being in breadth more than 22^ and not 31^^ inches, 
were by the faid aft intended to be rated at 4I. for every 120 EngUlh ells thereof. 

March to.— The duties granted upon cyder and perry by the aft of the third of George III. 
were voted to ccafc and be no longer paid, from and after June 5 ; and an additional duty of 

ds. per 
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i766 6 s. per hogUicnd was kid upon all cyder and perry, which fbould be made within this king- 
cloin, and fold by retail, to f>e paid by the retailer thereof, ila addition duty of 3/. was alfo 
kid upon all cyder and perry, which ihoald be imported into this kingdom* A duty of 
I Os. 8(it pc‘i hogflicad, was al/b laid upon all cyder and perry which fliould be paid within this 
kingdonu and fent or conligncd to, and received by, any faftor or agent, to be fold or dilpofej 
of; the fnid duty to be paid by fucli faftor or agent : and a duty of fix fiiillings per hogf- 
head upon all cyder and perry Pfade for falc within this kingdom, by dealers in, or 
retailers of cyder or perry, from /ruit of their 6wu growth, to be paid by iuch dealers and 
retailers. 

21 . — The fcvcral rates and duties payable upon houlcs in Great Britain, were voted to 
ccafe and determine from and after Oftober 10, 1766; and from the faid October 10, ihcrc 
fhould be paid upon every dwelling houfe, inhabited, within that part of (I'rcat Britain called 
England, the yearly fum of 3s, : and upon every inhabited dwelling houfe in Scotland, the 
V early fum of is. 

Idle feverai rates and duties, payable for windows or lights in Great Britain, alfo ceafeJ 
and determined from October 10, 1766, and the following rates and duties w;: re pi anted in 
lieu thereof, viz. for every window or light, in every dwelling houfe inhrdfitcd v. itlf n the 
kingdom of Great Britain, which lhall contain feven wintlows or lights, and no more, lire 
vearly fum of 2ch for each window or light in f^ich houfe : for every dweliing-houfe couiain- 
ing eight windows, the yearly fum of 6d. for each window ; and an advance of ad. upon each 
window from that numbtr to thirteen, inclufive, the laft number paying is.^^d, for each : 
every houfe containing from thirteen to nineteen windows, inclufive, to pay is. 6d. upon 
each window : and from nineteen to twenty-four, inclufive, an advance of id. upon each 
window, txvcnty-tour paying is. i id. : and for every houfe containing twenty-five windows 
and upwards, for every fuch window. 

Jpril 29.— Frovifion was made, for declaring that the additional duties, granted by an aCt 
of the third y<^‘ar of his Mairfiy’s reign, upon wines imported, were, by the faid ad, intended 
to be paid without any dilhount or dedudion inwards, or drawback on re-exportation. 

Ji 4 i 2 y 5 — Liberty was granted to export coals from Great Britain to the iflands of Guernfey,. 
Icrfcy and Alderney, annually, free of the duty laid upon all coals exported, by the ad of laft 
feifion, viz. to Guernfey any quantity of coals not exceeding 100 chaldrons, Ncwcaftle mea- 
furc, from the port of Newcallle, and 150 fuch chaldrons from Swanfea ; to Jerfey 350 from 
Ncwcaftle, and 150 from Swanfea; and to Alderney 110 from Ncwcaftle, and 10 from 
Swanfea. 

May 8. — Frovifion made for declaring, that the power granted by an ad of the fccond of 
George III. chap. 5. to remove fpirits made for exportation to warehoufes for home con- 
fumption, Ihould extend to fuch fpirits only as are made from corn, malt, or melafies. 

From Augurt i, 1766, there was voted to be paid to his Majefty, upon every pound weight 
avoirdupois of Italian wrought fiiks, called crapes or tiffanies, imported, a duty of 17s. 6d. to 
be paid by the importer, above the duties now payable thereon , and that the produce of ihct 
faid duty be carried to the finking fund. 

A quantity not exceeding thirty tons weight, in any one year, of guni Senega and a\rabic, 
was allowed to be exported, free of duty, under proper rcgulaticus and reftridions, to Ireland, 
for the ufc of tiic manufadurers there. 
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1766 Authority was given, to permit, under proper regulations and r-fti i£lions, the importation 
into this kingdom, from the Iflc of Man, of fuch bugles as were brought into the faid illc belorc 
IMarcli 1, 1765, on payment x>f one lialfof thcolJ I'abfidy only. 

Afay 10. — All the duties tlien payable on the importation of cotton wool into this kingdom, 
were ordered to ceafe and determine ; and a duty of 3s. per piece was laid upon all foreign cam- 
brics and French lawns, which ihould be exported from this kingdom to the Britiih colonics 
in America. 1 

The duties impofed by an aft raadf in the laft fc&on, upon the exportation from this king- 
dom of wrought filks, Bengals and Huffs, mixed with lilk or herba, of the manufaflure of 
Perfia, China, or Eaft India, and callicocs, printed, dyed, painted, or ftained there, alfo 
ccafed and determined : and there was granted to his MajeAy, on all fuch wrought fslks, Bcn- 
gals, andAuAs, mixed with fiik, &c. of the manufaSure of PerAa, China, or EaA India, and 
callicocs, printed, dyed, painted, or Aained there, as lliould have been publicly fold in this 
kingdom on or before^a certain day, to lie limited, a fubfidy of poundage after the rate of is. 
for every 20s. of the value of fuch goods, according to the grol's price at which the fame were 
originally fold at the public fales thereof ; fuch fubfidy to be paid by the proprietors of the 
faid goods : there was alfo granted to his MajcAy, a like fubfidy upon all fucli wrought fiiks, 
Bengals, Auffs, and call icoes, as Aiould be publicly I'old on or after fuch day to be limited, 
the faid fubfidy to be paid by the EaA India Company, for fuch of the faid goods as Ihould be 
fold at their public fales, and by tlie buyers of the faid goods, at any other public falc. 

All Aigars -which Aiould be imported into this kingdom, from any Britiih colony in Ame- 
rica, were made fubjefl to the like duties as were then payable upon the importation of French 
i'ugars. 

Afey 14.— Every gallon of Angle brandy fpirits or aqua vitse, Imported into Great Britain 
from beyond the fcas, not being the produce of the Britiih colonies or plantations, was charged 
with an additional duty of6d. before landing, to lie paid by the importer: and every gallon of 
brandy fpirits, or aqua vitae, above proof, called double brandy, imported into Great Britain 
from beyond the fcas, not being the produce of the faid colonies, was charged an additional 
duty of IS. to be paid by the importer before landing. 

For encouraging the exportation of hempen cordage manufaflured in Great Britain, from 
hemp imported from foreign parts, and alfo fiom hemp of the growth of Great Britain there 
was allowed a bounty of 2s. 4’d. for every hundred weight of fuch cordage fo exported ; the 
faid bounty to be paid upon the exportation, out of tlie net duties which had been, or Ih'ould 
be, paid upon the importation of all foreign hemp into this kingdom ; and the drawback of 
2s. told, then payable on all foreign hemp exported from Great Biitairi to foreign .parts, was 
ordered to ccafe and determine. 

Such part of the duties laid, by a refolution of this Houfe of the lotli inAant, upon fugars 
imported into this kingdom from any Biitifli colony in America, as Aiould at ife over arid 
above tlic duties then p.-iyable upon fugars fo imported, were ordered to be paid into the reccin 
of the Exchequer, and referved for the difpofition of Parliament. ‘ 

The duty of 3s. laid by a refolution of the Iloufe of Commons, upon every piece of cam- 
brie and French lawn exported from tliis kingdom to the Britiih colonics in America wis 
alfo ordered to be paid into the faid receipt, and referved for the dilpolition and appropriation 
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1766 A/ay 16.-— The following duties were voted: — il. los, fterling, for every negro wljich fhould 
be exported in foreign veflels from the ifland of Jamaica; il, los. fterling, for every negro 
which fliould be imported into the ifland of Dominica; 6d. fterling for every barrel of beef 
and pork imported into the faid ifland; Od. fterling for every firkin of butter imported into 
the faid ifland; 6d. fterling for every hundred weight avoirdupois of fugar imported into the 
faid ifland ; 2s, fterling for every hmidred weight avoirdupois of cocoa imported into the faid 
ifland; 6d, fterling for every hundr^fl gallons of melafles imported into the faid ifland; 6d. 
fterling for ever hundred weight avoirdupois of coffee imported into the faid ifland : the faid 
duties were to be applied in defraying the expence of carrying into execution Inch direflioua 
and regulations, as might be given and made by any aft in that feflion of Parliament, for 
opening and cftablifliing any ports in the faid ifland, for the more free importation and ex- 
portation of goods and merchandize, and for maintaining, fecuring, ap,d improving, fudi 
ports. No other duties were to lx: paid upon the importation of any foreign American goods, 
in any fuch port in the ifland of Dominica, All goods of American produce,, which fhouid 
be imported into this kingdom, from foch ports as might be fo opened, in the faid ifland of 
Dominica, were to he deemed foreign, and made fobjeft to the faid duties refpcftively, as 
were then payable upon the importation of the like goods, of the produce of the French plan- 
tations in America, except only certain quantities of fugars, coffee, cocoa, pimento, and 
ginger, the amount of the importation whereof* fhouid be limited, under proper regulations 
and reftriftions, in refpeft of the produce of the faid goods, within the faid ifland. The faid 
duties were appropriated to fuch ufes, as the duties upon fuch foreign goods were then ap- 
plicable. 

A general ftatement of the public debts at the receipt of the Exchequer, ftanding out Janu^ 
ary 5, 1766, with the annual intcreft, &c* 

Principal Debt, Annual Inter eft ^ Scc^ 

j, 

* Exchequer, — — 2,019,981 12 9^- 152»V54 4 8 

Eaft ndia Company, — 4,200,000 o o iztMt 10 o 

Bank of England, — 100,768,609 17 9J 2; 4'^ 

By remaining annuities of one life each, 
granted on the lotteries of 1745 and 1746.— 

Ditto on the 3 per cent, annuities of 1757 and 
17C1 ; as alfo on the annuities of i per cent, 
for 98 years to the fubferibers to the loan of 
i2,ooo,oool. granted for the fer vice of the year 
1762, together with the charges of management 

to the Bank of England, — — — 33 ^^'^ /S 3 

South Sea Company, — 27*125,309 13 11 1 829.507 8 ij 

Total, 130,713,901 4 4>698,6s6 15 5 

* The land taxes and duties on malt being annua! grants, ar© not charged in this account, nor the t, 000, cool, 
charged on the dediifton of 6vL per pound on pc- fions, nor the i,ooo,oool. borrowed in 1764, charged on the 
fuppUes in 1 7 06, nor the Goo,oool. borrowed in 1 765, and charged on the faid fuppUes. 
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1766 Extraft from the general bill of all the cUriftenings and burials within the city of London, 
from December 10, 1765, to December 11, 1766. 

Chriftcned, Males, 8>343 Buried, Males, ii)7i4 

females, 7 > 9 H Females, 12,197 


16,257 


23,911 


Amdcrdam, — births, 4,547; deaths, 7,271; marriages, 2,936, 

Paris, — births, 18,773 ; deaths, 19,694; foundlings, 5,604. 

Venice, — births, 4,984 ; deaths, 5,171 ; foundlings, 204. 

Copenhagen, — births, 2,643; deaths, 1,939; marriages, 870. 

Hamburg, — births, 2,89^ ; deaths, 3,400; marriages, 1,079. 

Koninglberg, — births, 2,231 ; deaths, 2,072 ; marriages, 708. 

Liverpool, — cluillened, 1,017; buried, 1,025; marriages, 503.* 

Manchcller, — chriilened, 887 ; buried, 1,019 ; marriages, 368. 

Clicllcr, — chriilened, 367 ; buried, 350 ; marriages, 153, 

Lies of Zealand, Bornholm, and Ferro,— births, 7,256; deaths, 6.363; marriages, 1,853. 

Denmark, Norway, and the Danilh dominions ig. Germany, — births, 62,480 ; deaths, 55,683, 

Bailiwick of Aggeihuys, in Norway, — births, 10,280; deaths, 9,135. 

'Fhc whole kingdom of PrufTia, — births, 31,129 ; deaths, 22,570 ; marriages, 2,936. 

1767 At this period, the dilputc between Great Btitaiii and its colonies appeared to have obtained 
an happy termination. — "Fheir defircs had been gratified in the moll rcafonablc manner, and 
the parent Hate had tcflificd, by its conduft, the fiacereft intentions to remain on the moll 
friendly terms with its American dependencies. 

But, in a very fhort time, the prcdidioris which had been made by many, that the concef- 
flons of Great Britain to America, would eventually incicafc, iiiftead of annihilating the tur- 
bulent difpolition which the Americans had difeovered, began to find a jullification in many 
inftances of their condudU 

During the late troubles, a fpirit of faction had been conjured up in America, which was 
not in the lead mollified by the conceflions of the Britilh government ; on the contrary, it 
feemed to have cnlillcd under its banners a party of men who were determined to feixe every 
opportunity to diininilli the power and inllucncc of the mother country, and whole talents 
were equal to their enmity ; while that enmity was the more dangerous, as it w^as cloalhcd in 
the fpccious garb of refpeft and attachment to Great Britain. 

When the damp ad was repealed, the minidry w’ho propofed and adopted that mcafure, 
thought thcmfclves obliged to lave, in tome degree, the national honour, to pal's a idl!, decla- 
ratory of the fupreme Ibvcreignty of Great Btitaiii over all her colonies, and of her right to 
bind them, by her laws, in all cafes whatever. 

By the fame declaration, they annulled all the rcfoivcs anti proceedings ol the provincial 
afl'emblics, that tended to claim any authmitv in their refiicdive diilrids independent of that 
of Great Britain, efpccially the foie and exdafivc privilege of impofing taxes and kvyiiig 
money. 

This declaratory ad, which was confidcrcd at home as nccclfiry to maintain tlic dignity of 
the Britilh government in the midd of fo much conceirion, was regarded by the Americans as 
a refervation of claims which were to be enforced whenever a favourable opp:)rtunit\ occurred. 
VoL. IV. O * ^ This 
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This idea, therefore, which was propagated with no common zeal in the colonics, prevented 
i'o large a portion of their late ill-humour from dying away, tliat the alTcmbly of New York, 
in diredt oppofitioii to an adt of the Britifli Parliament, for providing the troops cantoned 
throughout the colonies, with fuch necellaries in their quarters as were indiipcnfable for their 
comfortable fublillencc, palled an adt, by which thefe provilions were regulated and fettled in 
a mode of their own, without manifefling the lead regard to that prefci ibod by Circat Britain* 

When this extraordinary and unexpedled traiffj^dlion was brought before the^Moufe of 
Commons, much debate took place, and fome fevere incafurcs were propofed ; but the general 
opinion being more difpofed to adls of moderation, a bill was palTcd, by which the governor, 
council, and allembly of New York were prohibited from paUing or alfcnting to any adt of 
alTcmbly for any purpofe whatever, till they had, in every refpedl, complied with all tlic terms 
of this adl of the Britifli Parliament- 

At Boflon, the fame refradlory fpirit prevailed ; and notwithftanding the jullice of granting 
due compenfalions to«thofe who had fufFcrcd from the liceatioufncfs of the populace, during 
the riots on account of the damp adV, the general aflembly was not calily perfuaded to acquit 
itfeif of that duty. 

All thefe proofs of a difobedient temper in the colonies, at length roufed the fpirit of the 
Britifli government ; and an adi of Parliament was palTcd, which impofeJ duties on tea, paper, 
painters colours, and glafs imported into the Britifli plantations in America. 

This adt was received in the colonies with as much difapprobatioii as that which impofed 
the flaftap duties : the populace renewed its abulive behaviour, and the fuperior order of people 
determined to give itd^dy oppolition. 

'rhe inhabitaElts o£ B^<in fet the example on this occaflon : and, at a public meeting of its 
freeholders, and other iiiitfbitants, on the 28th of Odlober, in this year, fcveral rcToIutions 
were voted, all of which were levelled at their commerce with Great Britain. From feme of 
thefe votes, which were pafled with an unfortunate unanimity, wc fliail give the following 
cxtradls : — 

** That effedlual methods flioul d be ta ken to prevent the unncceflary importation of Euro- 
pean commodities. " 

** That all prudent and legal mcafures fliould be adopted to encourage and produce home 
manufadturcs, and to Icflcn the ufc of fuperfluiiics, particularly the following articles ; vi/, 
Joaf-fugar, cordage, anchors, coaches, chaifes, and carriages of all forts i horfe furniture, men's 
and women’s hats, ready-made apparel, houfehold furniture, gloves, fliocs, foal- leather, fheath- 
ingand deck nails, gold and fliver thread lace of all forts, gold and fiiver buttons, wrought 
plate of all forts, diamonds, flone and pafte ware, fauff, muftard, clocks and watches, fliver- 
fmiths and jewellers ware, broad cloths that coll above los. per yard, muffs, furs, and tippets, 
and all forts of millinery ware, flarch, women’s and children’s flays, fire-engines, chinr^ ware, 
filk and cotton velvets, pewterers hollow ware, linfeed oil, glue, lawns, cambrics, fliks of all 
kinds for garments, malt liquors, cheefe, 8cc. &c. 

That divers new manufa<flures be immediately cflablifbed in America ; and, in particu- 
lar, for the making of glafs and paper ; and that all prudent means be employed to encourage 
the confumption of glafs and paper made in America, &cc* 

That no gloves be ufed at funerals but fuch as are manufactured in America ; and that 
no new garments be procured on fuch occafions but fuch as fhall be abfolutcly ncccflary, 

The ftate of American affairs engaged, as it had demanded, the attention of Parliament ; but 

the 
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J767 the bufincfs which rp ore immediately occupied the public attention, at this particular period, 
was that of the Eaft India Company. 

A parliamentary committee had been appointed, early in the feflion, to examine into the 
Hate of the Company ; and it was fome time after ordered, alter much animated debate, that 
copies of the Company’s charters, tlieir treaties with, and grants from the country powers, 
together with thcirlctters and correfpondence to and from their fervants in India, the ftatc of 
their revenues in Bengal, Bahar, Or>x*a, and other, places, Ihould all be laid before the Houfc 
of Commons : alfo an^ccount of all cxpences incurred by government on the Company’s 
account, whether in the naval, military, or other departments. In the courfe of this rigorous 
enquiry, which was agitated with uncommon violence, an order was made for printing the 
Eaft India papers ; but, on a petition from the court of direclors, it was agreed, that r!ie pri vate 
coiTcfpondence between the Company and its fervants Ihould not be committed to the picG. 

Among other important matters, which, though not formally brought into deba-v, were 
rather fully difeufled, was the right of the Company to its lerritoftal acqnilirioii. But tliuugli 
this great fubjeft was frequently taken up, the Houfc of Commons appeared to poikfs no very 
forward inclination to determine on a queftion pregnant with fueh important confequences. 
7"he miniftry, though difpofed to after t (he right, with a view to relieve the burthened ftatc of 
the finances, and a large party of the proprietors of India ftock, who were ecjually inclined to 
deny it, poflcircd the fame opinion with refpeft to the prudence of a rcafonFd)le compofition 
between government and the Company* 

Til the macn time, and fo late in this parliamentary feftion as the 6th, of Klay, a general 
court of the Eaft India proprietors was held, whdi the Midfummer dividend was declared to 
be 6^ percent. ; and, about the fame time, a fclicmc of pro'pofals for an accommodation was 
agreed to. The fe were laid before the miniftry, but the members of it were at this time i'o 
divided, that they declined taking any part in the ncgociation but in Parliament: a petition 
was therefore prefented to the Houfe of Commons by the Eaft India Company, which con- 
tained two fets of propofals for a temporary agreement, wiiich was to iaft during the period of 
three years. 

By the firft of tlicfc propofals, government was to grant the Company fome advantages with 
refpeft to the inland duties on their teas, and a draw-back on the exportatidn of them to Ire- 
land and the colonics ; and fome others refpeftiiig raw filk, calicoes, mullins, the recruiting 
fervicc, and military ftorcs. That, in return, after dedufting 400,000!. per annum, in lieu of 
the Company’s former commercial profits, the nett produce of all the remaining revenues and 
trade, after dedufting all charges, were to be equally divided between governme?it and the Com- 
pany i provided that the Company’s property in the new acquifiiions continued for three years. 

By the fccond propofal, the Company offered, upon the fame terms, to pay the fpccific fum 
' 400,0001. per annum for three years, by half-yearly payments ; and to iiulcmnify the public 

for any lofs the revenue might fuftain by granting the advantages vviiich they acquired in the 
tea trade, if the advanced confuiiiption of it, taken at an average of five years, did not anfwer 


that end. 

Ofthefc, the latter propofal was accepted by the Houfe, with this foie difference, that the 
agreement was limited to two, inftcad of three years ; and a bill was accordingly paffed upon 
thefe terms. 

A meflage from the miniftry had been read at the general court which declared the Iaft in- 
creafe of dividend, recommending to the Company to make no augmentation of it, till the'r 

O 2 
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1767 affairs had undergone a further confidcration. This mclTage.not producing the efTeft defigned 
by it, two bills were brought into the Houfc ; one for regulating the qualifications of voters 
in trading companies, and the other for regulating the making of dividends by the Rail India 
Company. By the lail of thefc bills, the late aa of the Company was rclcinded, and they 
were retrained from railing their dividends above 10 per cent* till the next meeting oi Par- 
Jiaiiieiit» 

The Company petitioned agalnfl this bill ; and ifiadc a propofal, if it was laid afide, that 
tlicy would bind thrmfclvcs from any further incrcafc of dividend during the temporary agree- 
ment ; but the petition and the propofal were equally incffcftual, arid the bill was carried 
againfl a very violent, numerous, and able oppofition through botli houfes. 

It appears to us, that in a matter of fuch importance as this miniilerial mcafure, we Ihould 
not fulfil our*duty were we to be w’holiy inattentive to the principles on wliich this bill was 
founded, and the leading arguments that were advanced againll it. 

To prevent the payiiKmt of an higher dividend than thc'circumllanccs of the Company could 
afford, without endangering their credit ; to regulate the dividend in fuch a manner, as to put 
an end to the flu6luation of that Hock, which, if allowed to proceed, might not only introduce 
a pernicious fpirit of gaming, but would alfo tend to deprefs the other Hocks ; and to prevent 
any encroachment that might be made, by any dividend of the Company, upon the revenue 
of its lately acquired territory, fo that the claim of the public might fuffer no ids, till that 
affair was finally decided, were the principal grounds on which the autliors and promoters of 
this bill fcHed their fupport of it. 

The leading arguments in oppofition to it were: — That by the Hate of the Company's 
affairs laid before Parliament, it was evident that they were in a condition to make a nuicli 
greater incrcafc of dividend, without affcf^ling their credit ; and that if they were allowed to be 
in circumllances to pay government 400, oooh per annum, tlicre could be no doubt of their 
being well able to divide 8o,oool. among themfelvcs. — 'Rhat the Ihort period to wliioh the re- 
Hriifion of the dividend was confined, would tend to encourage, inHead of checking the infa- 
mous pra<Hices of the Alley; and that the j)ropofal made by the Company, of fubmitting to a 
xeHriclion of the dividend ot x-il per cent, during the temporary agreement, would have oh- 
vlatcd ail the mifehiefs, and fecured every good end which might be purpokcl, hut could not 
be attained by the bill in qucHion, without being liable to the objcdlion of violence or injuf- 
tice. — That if a fuppofition that the right to the territorial acquifitrons in the RaH Indies 
was not veHcd in the Company, fhould be admitted as one of the grounds of this bill, a prece- 
dent would be cHabliflied very dangerous indeed to the properly of the fubjcdl ; and that if a 
legiflative interpofition was permitted to controul the dividend of a trading company, to whom 
Jio blame was imputable, and who had lent their money to the public upon tlic exprefs Hipu- 
lation that they might exercife their diferetion with regard to the dividend, provided that their 
undivided effefts were fufficient to anfwer their debts, fuch a mcalurc might be attended with 
confcquences very alarming indeed to public credit. 

Of two hundred and nine bills wliich received the royal aflTent in this fclfion of Parliament, 
we fhall make particular mention of the following, as more immediately relating to our 
fubje£l. 

A bill to continue, for a further limited time, the free importation of wheat, and wheat meal, 
from any part of Europe, and to difeontinue tiic duties payable on the importation of barley 
meal and pulle. 
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For difcontinuiag the duties on the importation of tallow, hogs-lard, and greafe. 

For granting an aid to his Majefty by a land-tax for the fervicc of this year. 

[The taxes with which the neceflaries of life were charged, in confequence of the expcncea 
produced by the late war, bore fo hard upon the laborious and manufafturing part of the na- 
tion, that it had been determined, fince the conclufion of the peace, to continue the land-tax 
at four ftiiilings iu the pound. Indeed, from the circumftances of the times, the whole land- 
tax began to be confidcrcd as a part gf the fettled revenue, which mufl look to the contingen- 
cies of a future, and perhaps dillant date of public profperity, to be diminifliicd. But the 
landed intereft was of a different opinion, and, in oppofition to the miniflry, carried the refo- 
lution of reducing the land-tax to tliree fliiljlngs in the pound, by a confiderable majority. — 
This^ wc believe, was the fiift inflance of a minifter being in the minority on a money bill 
fince the Revolution.] * • 

For railing i,8oo,oool. by loans on Exchequer bills, and a lottery for the fervice of the 
prefent year. • 

F'or laying an additional duty on baft or chip, draw, cane, and horfe-hair hats or bonnets 
imported. 

For making the river Ure navigable, from its junction with the river Swale to the borough 
ofRippon, in Yorklhire. 

For railing 1,500,000!. by annuities, &c. for the fervice of the prefent year; to be charged 
on the finking fund. 

For redeeming certain annuities, in refpe£l of navy, viftualling, and tranfpftrt bills, and 
ordnance debentures. 

For redeeming part of tlie joint dock of annuities, charged on feveral additional duties on 
wines imported, and alfo on cyder and perry. 

For granting additional duties on certain linen cloth imported. 

For allowing the free importation of rice, lago dull, and vermicelli, for a limited time from 
tlic American colonics. 

For improving and extending the navigation of the river Hull, from Frodingham Beck to 
DriiTicld, in the Eaft Riding of Yorklhirc. 

For making Codbcck brook navigable from the river Swale to Thiifk, in Yorfhire. 

For preventing the wear of cambrics. 

For extending the window aft to Scotland. 

For altering the duties on policies, and Icflening the allowance for prompt payment of cer- 
tain {lamp duties. 

For granting certain duties in the Britifh American colonics. 

For regulating the dividend of the Eaft India Company. 

For edahlilhing an ngreemeut between government and the Eaft India Company. 

F or regulating the manufadtures, &c. in tljc ille of Man. 

F"or empowering his Majefty to permit the importation of corn dutyfree, for a further 
limited time, 

[Tlic quantity of corn brought into the port of London, between the 3d of March and the 
id of J uly, in confcqucncc ot the diflcient afls palled tor the importation of that nccclFtry 
article, amounted to 115,497 quarter; . ] 

I’or taking oft the duty of one (hilling per pound on all black and finglo tea, and for grant- 
ing a drawback on teas exported to Ireland and America, 


For 
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1767 For granting certain duties on foreign linen, and a premium for the encouragement of rai- 
ling of hemp. 

For reftraining the aflembly of New York from pafling any aft, till they had complied with 
the aft of Parliament for furnifliing his Majefty’s troops with the nccclTarics required by 
that aft. 

For jetting the American duties Into the hands of commiffioners. 

Two orders of his Majclly in council appeared the London gazette of the 5th of Septem- 
ber; by the liift of which, the free importation into this kingdom of oats or oat-meaJ, rye or 
ryc-nieal, wheat or wheat-flour, barley or barley-meah peas, beans, tares, malt, bread, bifeuit, 
ftarch, &c. from any part of Europe, was permitted from the expiration of the time before 
limited, viz, the loth of September, until twenty days after the commencement of the next 
felFoii of Paxliament, By the fecond* the prohibition' of the exportation of any fort of corn, 
grain, meal, malt, flour, bread, &c. was extended in the fame 'manner. 

Supplies graated by Parliament for this year £, j, r/. 
For 16,000 fcamen, including 4,287 marines, — - 832,000 o o 

For 16,754 land-forces, including 2,461 invalids, — 593,986 15 7 

For general and general llafF-officers, &c, — — 1^^1293 18 6^ 

For maintaining forces and garrifons in the Plantations, Gibraltar, &c. 405,607 2 1 1 J 

For the difference of pay between the Britifli and Irifh cftablifhment 
of fix regiments, of foot, &c, — — y,20i 14 7 

Penfibns to officers widows, — ^ ^^536 o o 

On account of reduced officers, — ^ — 135,299 8 4 

Allowances to ofiheers and privates of two troops of horfe-guards, and 
a regiment of horfc reduced, &c. — _ ^ 2,103 ix 8 

For the full pay of certain officers reduced with the lOth company of 
leveral battalions, &c. — — — 3 4 

To the office of ordnance for land fervicc, — — 169,600 o 2 

To ditto, for fervices not provided for by Parliament in 1766, 51 >190 6 6 

The ordinary of the navy, &c. including half-pay, &c. — 409,177 4 3 

Towards building and repairs, &c. of fliips, and other extra works, 298,144 o o 

For purchafing hemp, &c. — — — 30,000 o o 

For difeharging certain Exchequer bills, — — 1,800,000 o o 

To make good to his Majefty the like fum iffued by his orders, in 
purfuance of addreffes from the Houfc of Commons, — 12,951 2 2 

Extra cxpenccs of the land-forces, not provided for by Parliament, 3J5»9i7 16 5 

Out-penfioners of Chelfea hofpital, — — 106,083 2 6 

On account of the civil eftablifhment of Nova Scotia, — 4,866 3 5 

Expenccs refpefting ditto, not provided for by Parliament, — 691 8 o 

On account of the civil cftablifhment of Georgia, See. — 3»986 o o 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, &c. — — — 4,750 o o 

Ditto of Weft Florida, &c. — — — 4,800 o o 

General furveys in North America, — — — 1,601 14 o 

On account of Senegambia, — ^ ^ ^ 

The marriage portion of the Queen of Denmark, — 40,000 o o 


Carried forward, Cs>^S4>97o iz si 
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Brought over, 

Towards building a paflage to the Houfe of Commons, — 

For maintaining, &c* Britifti forts and fcttlcments on the coaft of 
Africa, — — — — 

To replace to the fmking fund the like fum, to difeharge certain an- 
nuities, eftablifhed on account of ceftain navy, viftualling, and tranf- 
port bills, &c. — — — — 

To replace to ditto the like fum, iflued for paying the management of 
the faid annuities, — — — — 

To replace to ditto the like fum, iflued for difeharging the annuities 
attending fuch part of the joint-flock as was redeemed, &c. — 

I'o replace to ditto the like fum paid out of the fame, to make good 
the deficiency on fcvcral rates, duties, he. — — 

To replace to ditto the like fum paid out of the fame, to make good 
the deficiency of certain duties on wine, cyder, and perry, &c. 

For a compenfation to Dr. Peter Swinton, for the damage fuftained 
by him at Chefler during the late rebellion, — — 

To enable his Majefty to redeem and pay oW the remainder of the 
capital flock of annuities, granted in refpeft of certain navy, viftualling, 
and tranfport bills, ordnance debentures, he. — ~ 

To enable his Majefty to redeem and pay off the fourth part of the 
capital flock of annuities eftabliftied by the aft of 3d George III. to be 
vcdcenicd, See. ~ — 

Towards difeharging the debt of the navy, — — 

To make good the deficiency of die grants for the fcrvice of 1766^ 

To the Foundling Hoij>itaI, — — — 

For putting forth apprentices from the faid hofpital, — 

To the African Company, on account of the cftablilhmcnt of Senegal 
and its dependencies, See. — — — 

Towards defraying the contingent cxpences of the forces ferving in 
North America, — — , — ~ 

Total of Supplies, 

Ways and Means for this year 
Malt-tax, — — « 

The land-tax, which was this year reduced to 3s. in the pound, 

By Exchequer hills, _ — 

By annuities and lottery, — . — - — 

From the fiakijig fund, — — ~ 

Ditto, — 


5,254,970 12 5 |. 

2,000 O O 

13,000 O O 

104,506 II 10 

1,592 * 9. 
8,708 17 74 
49,660 9 2 
12,758 13 7 
700 o o 




875.000 O 0 

300.000 O 0 
129,144 2 8 

28,000 o o 

1.500 o o 

3.500 o o 

2,000 O 0 

8,528,818, O 1 

£. S . d . 

700.000 o c 
1,528,568 II II 
1,800,000 o c 
1,500,00a o c 

469,147 14 c 
2 , 010,121 10 ; 


Carried forward, 


£.8,007,837 16 
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1767 £* 

Brouglit over, 8,007,837 16 GJ- 

By monies remaining in the Exchequer for the difpofition of Par- 


liament, — — — — 

35,202 

9 

2 

By monies granted out of certain favings, &c. — — 

261,571 

13 

3 i 

From monies iflued for the relief of officers widovrs. See. — 

7.844 

17 

9 

From the produce of duties. See. granted for prolu:6ling, fecuring, &c, 
the Britifti colonies, _ _ — — 

1 10,000 

0 

0 

By monies remaining in the Exchequer, granted in the laft feffion, 
towards the militia, — — — ' — 

150,000 

0 

0 

By monies agreed to be paid by his Moft Chriftiaii Majefty, on ac- 
count of French prifoners, &c. — — * •— 

181,000 

0 

0 

Total of ways and me^ns. 

8 , 7 S.?. 45 'j 

ifi 

SJ 

Supply granted, — 

8,528,818 

0 

I s' 

Excefs of provifions, — £* 

224,638 

ifi 

7 ^ 


^ The charge of the pay and cloathirtg of the militia, for one year, beginning tlie 2 3th of 
March, 1767, was ordered to be defrayed out of the monies arifing by the land-tax, granted for 
the {crvi(^ of 1767. 

Additional duties, 5 cc. for this year : — 

An additional duty of 6s. was laid upon every dozen of baft or ftraw, chip, cane, and horfe- 
hair hats and bonnets, which, after the 2d of April, 1767, ftiould be entered invvj|rd at any 
port in this kingdom : aJfo an additional duty of 6s. was laid upon every pound weight avoir- 
dupois of the materials of the aforefaid articles, entered inwards, after the above date. — Thefc 
additional duties were ordered to be carried to the linking fund, towards makinggood the pay- 
ments made thereout of the annuities attending the fum of 1,500,000!. 

An additional duty of 3d per cll was laid upon all linen cloth or Ihecting, above one yard 
Englifh in width, which fliould be imported into this kingdom, except from Holland and 
Flanders: and alfo the fame per ell, upon all canvas drilling, fo imported. l‘his exception 
is, however, only to be underftood of cloth manufaflurcd in thofc countries; as all others, 
tliongh imported from thence, are equally liable to the faid duties. — Tlicfc duties were carried 
to the Unking fund, for the purpofe above-mentioned. 

An additional duty of one halfpenny per ell was laid upon all foreign canvas, Dutch barraft, 
or Heflens, imported into this kingdom. 

AH foreign lawns imported into this kingdom, were ordered to he rated as Silefta lawns, and 
pay accordingly : and, over and above the faid duty, an additional one of 3d. per yard was laid 
upon all foreign lawns. 

A fum not exceeding 15,000!. per annum, arifing from the faid duties, was voted to remain 
in the Exchequer, as a fund for the encouragement of raifing and dreftlng hemp and flax in this 
kingdom, in fuch manner as Parliament fliould direfl ; and the remainder of tlic faid duties 
was ordered to be referved in the Exchequer, for the future difpofition of Parliament. 

There was granted to his Majefty, upon the poftage of letters, ^c. between Great Britain 
and the I fle of Man, for every finglc letter ad. a double letter 4d. a treble letter fid. and for 

cfVery 
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1767 every oaiice 8d, and fo in proportion for every packet of deeds, writs, and other things. And 
for the pottage, &c. of letters and packets within the faid ifland, fuch rates, in proportion to 
the number of miles or ftages, as were cftabliflicd for the ifland, port, or conveyance of letters 
and packets an England. — I'he monies arifiag by thefe rates, were appropriated to fuch ufes as 
the prefent rates of pottage were applicable. 

The properties of perfons in any fhip or cargo, or both, were allowed t& b*e affiired to the 
amount of loool. by a policy ftamp df 58. ; and any larger fura, by a policy with two fuch 
ttaraps. 

Grey or ferow fal:t,Talt fcalc, fand fcale, cruftings, &c. allowed to be taken from the falt- 
works in England, Wales, or Berwick upon Tweed, to be ufed as manure, upon payment of 
a duty of id per bufltcl only. 

The duties payable upon futcus Itqu or hi imported into this kingdom were repealed : and, 
in lieu thereof, a duty of jos. per hundred- weight, was laid upon fuccus Uptortua: imported. — 
The faid duty to be appropriated to fuch pfes as the duty to he repealed was made applicable. 

A fubljdy of 6d. in the pound, according to the value fpccifled in the book of rates, referred 
to in an aft of the lath of Charles II. laid upon the exportation from this kingdom of fuch 
rice as fliould have been exported duty free, by virtue of an aft made in this feflion : and the 
faid fublidy was referved in the Exchequer for the difpofition of Parliament. 

A duty of 4$. 8d. per hundred-weight avoirdupois, was laid upon all crown, plate, flint, and 
white glafs ; and is. 'ad/^per hundred -weight avoirdupois, upon all green glafs imported into 
tluc Britilh colonics, &c. in America. * 

Such duties as fliould be equal to a moiety of the duties granted by two afts made in the 
lOth and I2tii of Qiiecn Anne, or of any fubfequent aft, upon paper, paftc-boards, mill-boards, 
and fcalc-boards, rcfpcftively, were laid upon thefe articles imported into the faid colonics. 

A duty of 2s. per hundred-weight avoirdupois, was laid upon ail red and white lead, and 
painters colours, imported into the laid colonies. 

A duty of 3d. per poond weight avoirdupois, was laid upon all tea imported into the faid 
colonics. — The fliid unties were to be applied towards making a more adequate provifion for 
the charge of adminiflering jufticc, and thefupport of civil government, in thofe colonics where 
it lliould be found iiccelTary ; the refidue to be paid into the Exchequer, and referved for de- 
fraying the neceffary cxpciices of protefting the faid colonies. 

On the exportation of teas to Ireland, and the Britilh dominions in America, a draw- 
back was allowed, for a limited time, of all the duties paid thereupon : and the inland duty of 
IS. per pound weight, upon all black and linglo teas confumed in Great Britain, was taken ojF, 
for a limited time ; and fuch indemnification was agreed to be made by the Eaft India Com- 
pany to the public, in lieu of fuch duties, as we have before ftated. 

The fcvcral other rcfolutioiis were alfo agreed to by the Houfc of Commons, of which the 
following is the fubftance : 

Such monies as llioiild be paid into the Exchequer between the 5tli of April 1767, and the 
5th of April 1768, of the produce of the duties charged by an aft made in the 5th ot his pre- 
fent Majefty, upon the importation and exportation of gum Senegal and gum Arabic, were 
applied towards making good the fupply granted to his Majefty. 

The fum of 84,604!. 3s. 3d. remaining in the Exchequer, of the two-fevenths exciic, 
granted 6y an aft of the 5th and 6th of William and Mary, after fatisfying fcvcral incum- 

VoL.lV. P branecs, 
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charge of fvch annuities, &c. payable out of the fnid fim, ^ r i. 

The na made in the ?th of George JL chap. 1 8. andf which was contmaed m force, by 
feveral fubfeqveent afts untiJ the 2Qth of September, 1767, and from thcncc to the end of the 
then next feffion, being near expiring, was thought fit to be continued* 

The allowance by an aft of the 29th of George 11 . upon prompt payment of the ftatfiip da-* 
ties on licences for'excifcabk liquors, was reduced to Ihc fame rate as thofc of other iiamp duties. 
Upon the exportation, from this kingdom, of coffee and coeoa nuts, the produftion of the 
Britifb cojouics in America, a drawback was allowed of the duties payable upon the importa* 
tion thereof. 

Ribbands and filks, printed, ftained^ or painted in this kingdom, though te{$ than half a 
yard in breadth, were declared to be witiiin the meaning of certaiia afts of the xoth and lattx 
of Queen Anne, and liable to the duties therein mentioned. 

The drawbacks payable on China earthen*ware expouted to America, were difeontinued* 
Twenty other refolutions were agreed to by the Houfc of Commons ; by the firft of which, 
aU duties then payable to his Majcfty, upon goods imported into, or exported from the Iflc of 
Man, were aboliflied ; but by the eighteen next following rcfolution??, a great variety of new 
duties upon fuch goods were impofed, which it would be unneceffary to particularize, except 
the 20th refoiution, which was as follows : — i 

That fuch bounties as may hereafter become due and p^y 4 ble, under the feveral afts 
which have been made for the encouragement of the Britilh white-herring filhcry, be paid by 
the receiver-general of tlie cuftoms, in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, out of any 
monies remaining in his hands.’’ 

A general ftatement of the public debts, at the receipt of the Exchequer, Handing out the 
5th day of January, 1767, witli the annual intcreft, or other charges payable for the fame. 



Principal debt. 

jlnnual InUrtJi, &c, 


£’ 

d. 

C- J- d. 

^ Exchequer, ~ — • 

2>037,38i 12 

9 i 

153,422 4 8 

Eaft India Company, •— — 

4,200,000 0 

0 

127,687 lo 0 

Bank of England, — 

By remaining annuities of one life each, granted 

97.479-724 >2 

4 i 

3,261,526 14 3* 


on the lotteries of 1745 and 1746.— Ditto on 
the 3 per cent, annuities of 1757 1761; as 

alfo on the annuities of i per cent, for 98 years, 
to the fubferibers to the loan of 12,000,000!. 
granted for the fcrvicc of the year 1762, toge- 
ther with the charges of management to the 
Bank of England, — •— 

South Sea Company, — — 

Total, 


335»079 
829,507 8 


27^125,309 13 Ilf 
130,842,415 19 2f 4>707,223 7 4 


3 

tf 


♦ The land taxes and duties on malt being annual grants, arc not charged in this account, dot the 
1, 000, oool. charged on the deduftion of 6d. per pound on pcnlioDS, nor the fum of x,8oo,oool. borrowed in 
1766, and charged on the foppUes of 1764, 
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IMPORTS ^nd EXPORTS, 
Cfiumrm. ^ 

'Afric*,'";.;,.,'.;-' - — ■ M '' 

Canaflca, — 

Denmark Nortray, 

Eaft Country, — 

E^ft India, ^ — 

Flanders, — ~ 

France, •-* — 

Germany, — — — 

Greenland, ^ 

Holland, — — 

Ireland, — — 

Italy, ' ^ M - 

Madriras — ^ 

Portugal, — . 

Rullia, ~ 

Spain, — • — 

Strclghti, — 

Sweden, — 

Turkey, ~ — 

Venice, — 

Alderney, — 

Guernfey, — . ^ 

Anguilla, 

Antigua, ■■■' *■' 

Barbadoes, ^ 

Bermudas, — - 

Canada, — — 

Carolina, — — — - 

Dominica, — — 

Florida, ■ " ■ ■"* 

Georgia, — 

Grauades, — 

Huci Ton’s Bay, - 

Jamaica, — 

Martini CO, — 

Moiuferrat, — — 

New England, — 

Newfoundland, — 

New Providence, — 

New York, 

Nova Scotia, ~ 

Pennfylvania, — 

St. Chrlllophcr’s, — — 

St. Croix, — — 

St. Euftatia, *■■ 

St. John’s Ifland, — 

Sr. Lucia, — . 

St. Vincent, 

Tortol^ «— ~ 

Virginia and Maryland, — 

SpaniOi Weft Indies, — — 

^Weft Indies in general. 

Totals, 

Exports exceed the Imports, 


from CHRItTMAi 1766, 

Imports* 

£. « 6 

6,061 19 

75 *Jo 8 3 

— 167, 7 

i,r)Si,t7j o 

-<# 468,322 1 I 

174,089 17 

— 680,963 9 

7,900 17 

743»7«S 8 

1,103,285 6 

— 630,447 17 

6,211 o 

— 13 

822,271 14 

— ”*37S *9 

» 7 StS ‘5 7 6 

— 99»')So »S >0 

«7.4S7 »* 7 

*53 *3 

— *7.5^8 4 

18,646 15' 

— 4,117 15 

— 394»7^7 

— 219,682 3 

1,417 12 

42,044 12 

~ 395 i ®^7 

— 118,978 19 

— — 12,68 1 6 

35*956 *5 

•— 143,618 i8 

— 9 , 94 ^ 10 It 

i>H3*74^ ^3 9 

572 o 

54,960 9 

60,690 14 

— 128,207 17 

— 48,950 18 

— 4,487 5 

— 61,422 18 

— 753 4 

37,641 17 

276,013 9 

10,584 1 

— ^^740 7 

~ 178 12 

— 629 13 

— 24,282 7 

48,864 8 

437,926 15 


(D Christmas sf6y* 

Exports. 


4 

10 

6 

1 

I 

4 

to 

8 

If 

6 

0 

1 

5 
3 


o 

9 

8 

10 

9 

S 

5 

t 


/ 

3 


15,611 


8 

9 

7 

4 
6 
o 

7 

5 

o 

9^ 

2 

8 
8 
9 

t 

4 

o 

3 


ia»073*95^ o 


, fg8,o6j 

5 

8 

38,289 

4 

S 

*59.730 

16 

z 

*50.754 

1 

ro 

1,272,654 13 

3 

545 . 9*9 

*4 

3 

*32,031 

7 

4 

1.506,293 

10 

11 

L 539 JOJ 

28 

0 

1,800,486 

‘3 

9 

606,506 

5 

X 

34*253 

S 

6 

515,080 14 

S 

125.208 

*9 

7 

*,*44.777 

*9 

8 

69.77* 

5 

4 

44.336 

16 

S 

44.094 

*9 

10 

31,984 

3 

0 

1,242 


0 

36,968 

^5 

6 

21,652 

0 

4 

*19.740 

16 

• 

6 

145,083 

4 

4 

**,*33 

9 

4 

194.406 

3 

9 

244,093 

6 

0 

30,863 

6 

6 

30 . 9^.5 *3 

X 1 
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Il6 AN HISTORICAL AND C H R O N O t O C I C A L DEDUCTION, 

A. D* 4 . . 

J767 The chriftenings and burials Within the bills of mortality in Lonaon were, tliss year, as 

Chriftened, males 
females 7,769 

15,980 

Bills of births and burials in different parts of England and Europe, 

Paris, — born, 19,747; deaths, 19,875- " ’ ^ ^ 

Amllerdam, — births, 4,908 ; deaths, 6999* 

Copenhagen, — births, 2,957; deaths, 3,361; marriages^ 909* 

In the dutchy ofSchlefwig the births were 6,971 ; and the deaths 6,384, 

In the dutchy of Holftcin the births were 4,771 ; and the deaths 3^736* 

Turin, — births, 2,956; deaths, 5,980* ^ 

Brunfwick, — births, 1,241 ; deaths, 1,022, 

Durham,~births, 149; deaths, 155; marriages, 65* 

Whitby, — births, 298; deaths, 177; marriages, 55* 

Chefter, — births, 351 ; deaths, 367 ; marriages, 145. 

According to a calculation made in 1760, and lately publlfficd at Stockholm, there were iti 
the kingdom of Sweden 1,127,938 men and boys, and 1,255,175 women and girls, — in all, 
2,313,1^3 perfons, — The number of noblemen were 10,045. — The clergy, with the fchools 
and colleges, amounted to 4,488, or, including their wives and children, 18,197; and the 
number of thofc who had a right of freedom in the cities and towns, were 162, .S88, It ap- 
peared, that there had been an increafe of 2,773 inhabitants, fincc the year 1758. 

J768 In the recommencement of a regular oppofition to Great Britain, which liaJ taken place 
during the hit year, the aflembly of MafFachufets openly took the lead, by fending a circular 
letter to every colony, inviting them all to join in a communication and harmony ot fenti- 
ments, and in aiTcrting the injufticc of the Britifh Miniftry to the American colonics. 

One of the moft unfortunate circuinllanccs which could attend thefe unhappy altercations, 
was the enmity which had for fome time fubfifted, and did then lublift, between tlic aiTcmbly 
of Maffachufet's and its governor. He was a man of confiderable abilities, but was regarded 
as a fworn champion of the royal prerogative. In confcquencc of this opinion, he met with 
obflruftions in every thing he undertook ; and the party violence with whicli he had to con- 
tend, was animated with as much inveteracy againft his perfon, as with hatred to the mcafurcs 
which he thought it his duty .to fupport. The confcqucnces of iliis dilfention were very in- 
jurious to the parties intcrefted in the great queftions then in agitation. To this mutual ill 
will of the Governor and the Houfe of Reprefentatives, may be imputed a great incrcafc of 
that violent altercation, which now fubfifted between Great Britain and America. 

The new afts of the Britifti Legiflaturc, renewed and afforded frcih materials for the iil- 
liumour which fubfifted between this colony and Governor Bernard. Indeed all idea of mo- 
deration feems, at this time, to have been loft, in the violence with which the afTcmbly mani- 
fefted their oppofition to him; and as the colonies bad greatly exafperared the Britifh l^Iiniilry 
by their obftinate conduit, the Governor was inftrufted to aft with vigour and refoiution. 

A letter alfo, which he had officially received from the Earl of Shelburne, one of the Sccrc- 
laries . State, containing very fevcrc aniinadycrfions on the couduft of the Aflimblv, cncrcaf- 


Buried^ males 
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1768 cd the fpirit of difeontent to fuch adcgreei that the Governor, finding it a vain tafle to foften, 
by any proper means, the refraftory difpofition of the Affcmbly, thought proper to adjourn it. 

Ill the midft of tbefe diftraftions in America, a new eftablifhment was made at home, by 
which a Secretary of State was appointed to the foJc department of the colonies. Much good 
was cxpcflcd to rcfult from an arrangement, which had been left as a kind of legacy to his 
country by the late Mr. Charles Townlhend, whofe death was, at this time, and with great 
rcafon, confidcred as i national misfortune. I^ord Hillfborough was tlie firft American Sc. 
cretary, and one of the carlieft ails of this new created office, was a circular letter to the go- 
yernors of all the colonics, who had before received the circular letters from the Maflachufet’s 
Aflcmbly, in order to exprefs his Majefty’s difapprobation of a meafure, which was confidcred 
by the royal raind as tending to excite an open oppofitioii to, and denial of the authority of 
Parliament, and to fubvert the triife principles of tlic conflitution. 

A letter was alfo written from the fame Minifler to Governor Barnard, with an order to 
make a requifition to the Aflimldy of Maflachufet, in his Majclly’s name, to refeind the re- 
folutioii which gave birth to their circular letter, and to declare their diiapprobation of fuch a 
rafli and h aft y proceeding. 

But, whatever hopes were entertained, at this period, of an approaching reconciliation, 
from the nieafurcs we have juft related, they foon vanifhed in the refufal of the Ailcmhly to 
refeind the refolutions of the former Houfc, winch aftuaily confirmed them by a divifioii of 
ninety-two to fevcntcen voices. 

The other affcmblics of the American continent, now followed the example of that wc have 
juft deferibed. I’hey treated the circular letters written to each of them by the Secretary of 
State, cxa6lly in the fame manner; and, in their anfvver to him, juftilied the conduft of the 
Affembly at Bofton in a language fimilar to that which it had ufed to juftify itfelf, nor were 
they backward in holding forth the fame explicit condemnation of the late meafures of the 
Britiih government. 

To prove alfo the decided fpirit with which they afted, they renewed their former combi- 
nations againft tiic ufe and importation of Englilh goods, except fuch as vi cre of the moft in- 
difpcnfablc neceflity, and rclblvcd tliat fuch agreements fliouIJ remain in full force till the late 
afls of the Britiih Parliament w’ere entirely repealed. 

In the month of June a great tumult alfo happened at Bofton, in confequcncc of a fei/.ure 
made by the Board of Cuftoins of a floop belonging to one of the principal 'Merchants of that 
town. It appeared, that this floop was difeharged of a cargo of wine, and in part ic*hdcn 
with a quantity of oil, without any great attention having been paid to the new laws or t!jc 
Cuftom-houfc regulations. Immediately on the feizure, the oflkers made a lignal to the 
Romnev man of war, and her boats were font manned and armed, to cut away tlic (loop’s 
faftenings and convey her under the protection of that (hip. In coiflctjucnce of this, the po- 
pulace foon aflembled, and itot only treated \hc commiliioners of the cuflonis with every per- 
' Ibnal ii;clignily, but attacked their houfes, broke their windows, and having hauled the Col- 
leftoi’k boat alliore, burned it to allies. The officers of the cuftoms, alarmed for the fafety of 
tlieir lives, retired on board the man of war, from whence they removed to Caftle William, a 
fortification on afmall iffaiul in the harbour, where they relumed the fumftions of their office. 

In lliorr, the temper and conduft of the people became every clay more licentious. An ac- 
count from England, that the petition which the Alfcmbly had tranimitted to its agent, luul 
not been prefented, bccaufc fuch agent had tffeen appoirued by the Affembly without the con- 

fent 
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1768 f^nt of the Governor, tending, in no fmall degree, to encreafe the pubiic difeontents ; and the 
dfiibhnion of the General Affmahly, added another combuftihle to the fiame. Indeed, fuch 
was the *^rowing fplrit of fedition ainongallclaflcs of people, that government thought it nc- 
cellary to convince tne colonies, that it would no longer fubmit ro thofe indigniiies with which 
its authority was daily infuitccl. For this putpole, therefore, troops were ordered to repair to 
Bofton in fufficient nuntbers to intimidate the r^fra&ory and to fupport the well-iifFeftcd, 

On receiving this intelligence, the inhabitants ctf Bofton petitioned the Governor to call a 
General Aficmhly, which he informed them it was not in his power to do, till he had his 
Majefty’s pcranfCon for thatpurpofe, according to inftruftiohs he had received from England* 
On this rcfufal of the Governor, they called an AiTembiy, arid gave it tlic title of a Con- 
vention. 

Among otljer mcafures of this meeting, which were hoftile to the power of Government, the 
moft lemarkable was a requifition to the inhabitants, to put tli^mfclves in a pofture of defence 
againft any fudden attapk of an enemy. This requeft vias founded on an apprehenfton, as it 
was then ftated, of an approaching rupture with France. The intention of this mcafure, 
which was the boldeft that the colonies had yet taken, was too obvious not to be generally 
underftood : and it required no uncommon fagacity to difeover the final aim of thofe who had 
fomented, with fo much zeal, the diilraftions and difeontents which now prevailed through- 
out the American colonies. * 

The firft mcafure of the Convention was to addrefs the Governor, difclaiming all pretence 
to any Qj;her power than that of advifing among thcmfcives on the alarming fituaiion of their 
affairs, and to entreat him to convoke a General Affcmbly, as the moft conftitutional remedy 
for thofe evils with w^hich the province was threatened. But the Governor remained in- 
flexible ; and he accompanied the denial of their rcqueft'with the moft ferious admonitions to 
refleft on the nature, and what might be the confequence, of their conduft. The Conven- 
tion, therefore, after fending a juftificatory meflage to the Governor, which he refufed to re- 
ceive, appointed a committee to draw up a report of their proceedings, the motives which pro- 
duced them, and a ftatement of their grievances ; whicli report being approved, and ordered 
to be trcinfinitted to their agent in London, to counteract the unfavourable impreffions whicii 
the violence of their late proceedings might have occafioned, the meeting was diflblvcd. 

The very day on which the convention broke up, was remarkable for the arrival of fcvcral ‘ 
frigates and Hoops of w’ar from Hallifax, and fome tranfports with two regiments and a de- 
tachment of artillery on board, in the harbour of Bofton. Some difficulties at firft took place, 
relative to the quartering of the troops, and objeftions were made to their admiflion into the 
town, as no barracks had been prepared for their reception. But this obftruflion was foon re- 
moved, by fitting up certain houfes which were to be reputed barracks, and the council con- 
fented to allow the barrack provlfions ufually furniflied by the colony. General Gage arrived 
foon after, as did two regiments from Ireland ; and the late fpirit of turbulence and outrage 
began to give way to an appearance of moderation and tranquillity. ** 

From the voluminous mifccilany of public writings, which the colony tranfaftions of the 
prefent year produced, wc fliall only fclcft the following agreements entered into by the inha- 
bitants of Bofton afui New York. 

The mercliants and traders in tbc town of Bofton, having taken into confidcration the 
deplorable fitai|jidh of and the many difficulties it at prefent labours under, on ac- 
count of the Tcatcity which is di^y incrcafing for want of the other remittances to 

^ difchargc 
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1768 Jifchargc our debts in Great Britain* and the large fums colleiled by the officers of the Cuf» 
toms for duties on goods imported; tire heavy taxes levied to difeharge the debts contrafted by 
the Government in the htc war; the cmbarralTments and reftriftlons laid on the trade by the 
feveral late afts of Parliament ; together with the bad fucccls of our cod filhery this feafon* 
and the difeouraging profpeft of the wliale fifhery, by which our principal fources of remit- 
tances arc like to be greatly diminiHiedy^and we, thereby, rendered unable to pay the debts we 
owe the merchants in Great Britain, and to continue the importation of goods from thence. 

We, the fubfcribcrs, in order to relieve the trade, under tliofc difeouragements, to pro- 
mote induflry, frugality, and economy, and to difeourage luxury, and every kind of extra- 
vagance, do promife and engage to and with each other as follows : 

Firft, That we will not fend for or import from Great Britain, either upon our own 
account, or upon comraiffiop, this fall, any other goods than what arc already ordered for the 
fall fupply. 

Secondly, That we vinll not fend for or import any kind of goods or merchandize from 
Great Britain, either on our own account, or on commiffions, or any otherwlfc, from Janu- 
ary I, 1769, to January i, 1770, except fait, coals, filh-hooks and lines, hamp and duck bar 
lead and (hot, wool cards and wool wire. 

Thirdly, That wc will not purchafe of any faftor or others, any kind of goods imported 
from Great Britain from January 1769, to January 1770. 

‘‘ Fourthly, That we will not import, on our own account, or on commifTiops, or pur- 
chafe of any wlio fliall import from any other colony in America, from January 1 769 to Ja- 
nuary 1770, any tea, glafs, paper, or other goods, commonly imported from Great Britain. 

“ Fifthly, That we will not, from and after the firll of January 1769, import into this pro- 
vince any tea, paper, glafs, or painter’s colours, until the aft impoling duties on thofc articles * 
fliall be repealed. 

In witnefs whereof, &:c.” Dated Augufti, 1768. 

On the 15th of September following, the inhabitants of New York, incited, according to 
their own declaration, by the example of thofe of Bofton, entered into a fimilar agreement for 
the non*-ufc and non-importation of Britifh produce and manufaftures. 

The affairs of the Eaft India Company were now become an objeft of annual conlideration, 
and as fuel), will continue to claim our particular attention. 

Though the agreement which the Company had entered into with Government was to con- 
tinue another year, yet as the aft which reftrained their dividends to ten per cent, was now 
expired, a bill was brought into Parliament to reft rain them, in the fame manner, for the 
tnfuing year. 

The Company, greatly alarmed at the apparent perfcvcrance in a meafure, which they ap- 
prehended fo totally fubverfive of their rights, prefented a ftrong petition againft it. In this 
they Ihewcd the right they poffeffed, by their charter, to declare their own dividends ; that the 
regulations already eftablifhed by the Legiflaturc would be, at all times, fufficknt to prevent 
an improvident ufc being made of fuch powers ; and affured the Houfe, that they would make 
no incrcafe of their dividends, unlefs the fituation of their affairs fhould afford ample convic- 
tion, that, injufticc and prudence, they fhould be warranted in fo doing. 

This meafure occafioned very animated debates in the Houfe of Commons, when all the 
arguments of the preceding year were reiterated, and the fccond reftraining bill carried by a 

great 
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of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, of what remains unpaid of the rcllitiuion monty of Meer Jat-- 
fjer, to the fcveral perfons to whom it is due, according to tlicir claims, as admitted by tlio 
committee formerly appointed for that purpole, whether fuch claims are found to arife from 
Ioffes in trade, of fait, beetle niit, or tobacco, or not.” 

Xhc numbers for the queflion were 1 15,— AgainA it, 22 ^* 

The Court of Direc'ilors of the Eaft India Company, at a meeting held on the 29th of the 
fame month, came to the following refohition, 

Rciohcd,* ** As the nioA cfTeffual method to prevent the fuJc of the command of fhips in 
the company’s krvice, that from and after the 25th of March following, upon the death of a 
commander of any fhip ernployed or to be employed-*n the company’s fcmcc, or whenever 
there Ihould be a vacancy of a commander, by reAgnation, incapacity, or otherwife, another 
commander fijall be chofen by the Court of Direflors, to fupply fuch vacancy, out of perfons 
who have commanded a fliip in the company's fcrvice, or who have performed, at IeaA> one 
voyage in the capacity of chief or fecond mate to the Eaft Indies ; and that fuch choice or ap- 
pointment fhall be made by ballot. 

And that, from and after the faid 25th of March, no Aiip be tendered for the companv'^ 
fervlce* but lubjcCl to the faid regulation ; and that no fhip Aiall be built in the room of any 
Blip worn out or loA in the company’s fcrvice, without the leave of the Court of Di- 
re( 5 lors, 

A very popular bill for limiting the duration of its rarliaments, and making them clecAiv? 
once in eight years, palfcd this wnnter in Ireland, and received the royal afifent. Before this 
period, the Irifh Parliament was determinable only by the King’s life. 

On the 1 2th of March the Parliament of Great Britain was dlAblvcd, and on the loth of 
hlay the Parliament met ; and, after renewing the proviAon bills, which was the principal 
of its being aAcmblcd at this lime, it was adjourned on the 21 A of the fame month, 
and afterwards prorogued. 

To relieve, in fome degree, the growing diArcITes of certain manufafiurcs, Ins MajcAy was 
pic a fed to order, that the court mournings fhould not, for the future, continue loJtgcr than 
one half of the time which had been ufually obfer^ed. This order was iAued officially fro nr 
the Lord Chamberlain’s office, and was dated the 12th of January in tliis year. This adl of 
conAdcrate goodnefs in his MajcAy, was followed by an addrefs from the Lord Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and a great number of confiderable manufaflurers and traders of the cities of London 
and WcAniinAcr *, the wardens, afliAants, See. of the art and myAcry of weaving, nlfo pre- 
fented their particular and moft grateful acknowledgments to the Throjic, on an occaiion in 
which they were fo deeply intercAcd. 

The quantity. of rice imported from CharleAown, from November i, 1767, to September 
23, in the prefent year, was 1 1 1,203 barrels* 

Tire connc£lion which fubAAs between commerce and the Ane arts, calls upon us to notice 
the eAablilhmcnt of a royal academy for the encouragement of the latter. Towards the clofc 
of this year, bis MajeAy, ever ready to encourage ufeful improvements, and always intent 
upon promoting cveWy branch of knowledge, was graciouAy plcafed to inAitutc, in the 

metropolis 
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ijOU metropolis of liis kii'.jyJoin, a Royal AcaJemy of .Arts, to be uiulcr his own Immediate pa- 
tronage, and the dirccllori of forty aitifls of the firfi: rank in their fevera! profefLon,:. 

I'lic following treaty vva'^ c oncludcd in tJiis yeai, between the Ficncli King and the republic 
of(ic:noa, for lhercp’;'jn of lljc ifland of Con’ica. 

“ I. I'lic repubii'’ of ( >ciiOa cedes tlie kingdom of Corfien, Uig' dicr wiili hs fortrLdes, to 
France, the latrcr )>:*;. big in money for the aulllcry and warlike aeeoidi.ig to a v?.luatioii 

wliicli fhall be made r.fihenn 

“ ][. ’'idle fovc’iiigiuy oftiiat iharul f!n:ll alwaw; remain tef.ed in the icnub.'f:. 

HR Kvery perfon ihali be preferved in his cif •!;, on [<ro\i;ig the rigfr lie ha; to them. 

I Vk I'lic Corficans lhall be deemed ful jeci^i of rrance in long as the '..nter coniinut^ in 
po ill* fli o n o f t li a r i i le . 

V. France (liall he obliged to ni-nntFn tlierc fancJt haUaiions. 

I icnce fhnil ginuaniee UiC GL:i-oele commerce aeaijfc i!;c Corlican or Ibibary 

cruifern 

“ Vn, In cafe the republic fliould be dcfircur, of rcriiming again th; ; oii’ if'-n r fthat !hnr- 
doni, it fLa’! repuy to b ranee nil the charger, tliat crown lliail I);r. c hieo at Ivy th.nj-iine fe.r 
wliich I'Urpoie an exaft account lliall he kept of all tluit the latter Inall have advanced, ai J iike* 
wife of the It venues it Ihall have coilcclcch , 

\dl?. Tl.c Kmg fnall bcFow in property on the republic, llie fovciLlguty of the iflc of 
Caprc;v.'" 

'J'his treaty contain.-; iv^fidcs t]:rcc fcc.' t artl:!':;:. 

The French Kiiwr a!f> puidiihrd a d- lai aii'>p, dated AiignO. S, i: 83 , to Ins people of Cor- 
Fen, (for fo Ive nngiit Ii*vi:i;;v ilile thun,) in 'aliivli he pioiniias to infurc them all the advan- 
tages of the French govcrnnieT/i. 

It might liave been apprehended, that this treatv would be coiiildcrcd as an inrradlion of 
that of Aix-la-Ciiapci’e, by whu h it had been preu .dcd, tliat no cknige lliOuJd bo nude in the 
Hate of Italy. Nw. cit^vdcl* , it was penniited take |5lacc without any interruption from the 
powers apparently in tore fed iii n. 

The Iloufe of Auilrla was, too much c ngaged in the diduibanccs of Poland and 

the war then breaking coit Ijetwi'cii I uikey a’ul P^uiha, to attend to this event; and the Iv.ng 
of Sardinia did ncvl a^bveiv inteiFic, beenuie he could not obtain that funport which would 
hav’C alone put him iii a capacity to have dc-ne it with cfie6F hde, at this nicmv^nt, the 
councils of (ircat Britain v\xrc lo occupied with donicRic broils aiwl internal dlllraff ions, that 
this flride of (iallic power wrs fubniilled to with acquicfccnce ratlicr than oppvfition. 

The iiland of Corfica was of very little conicquencc while it was pollcired !)y tl;. ;xy'.:!)Iic 
of Genoa; and if it had, ])y its flruggles, acquired independence, it could have Ken no ednieft 
of jealoufy or danger to any otlicr power: but as an acquilition to 1 ranee, t.houyn ic does not 
appear to have then anfwercd any political purpofe to that crown, it was comidered by the po- 
liticians, of llic day, as pregnant with much future inconvenicnre to iht din vrent European 
, powers, who were concerned in the commerce of the Mediterranean iia. 

In the conrfc of this year, 4,173 Hiips were cleared 'rom tiu: ]v.>rt Kcwcalllc, being 453 
more than in the preceding one, oi which 3,7*^ were coailwa} s, aiiu 445 to foieign puiCvin 

The Dutcii fent out this year on the whale Idhcry, 3 ^4 Ihip'. 

The number of vcffcls which entered the 1 cxcl, were 1,602, 

VoL. IV* ‘ <L ' 
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1768 The number of veflcls which arrived at Koningfberg, in Pruflia, during the fame period, 
were 763. 

Ditto at Dantzick, 1,190, 

The following bills, among many others, received the royal aflent during the courfc of 
this year. 

To cor.tiniie and amend an a6l for allowing the free importation of falted beef, pork, bacon 
and blitter, from Ireland, tor a limited time ; and for allowing the free importation of the fame 
articles from the Britiili dominions in America. 

For further regulating the proceedings of the Eaft India Company with re fpefl to making 
dividends. 

J'or more efFeflually fupplying the town of Hallifax^ with water, 5cc. 

Formakiifg, See, a navigable cut or canal from JBirmingham to Billion, and for making 
collateral cuts and waggon ways from fcveralcoal mines ; and for continuing the laid canal to 
Autherly, there to communicate with the canal now making between the rivers Trent and 
Severn, 

1 o amend an a£l for the better regulating journeyman taylors within the bills of mor- 
tality. 

To continue feveral afls for better c^jeouraging the whale fiflicry. 

For the more cafy and cfFeflual recovery of the penalties and forfeitures infliflcd by a£ls re- 
lating to the trade and revenue of the Brilifh colonies in America, 

lor making a navigable canal from the river Forth, at or near the mouth of the river Car- 
ron, in the county of Stirling, to the river Clyde, to a place called Dalmair Burnfoot, in the 
county of Dunbarton, and a collateral cut to GJafgow\ 

I'o permit the exportation of certain quantities of malt, now lying in his Majefty’s 
warehoiilcs. 

For further continuing the laws then in force, relating to the exportation and importation 
cfcorn, for a limited time, Ax. 

For allow ing a further time for the free importation of rice from North America. 

For the more cfTcdually preventing the clandellinc importation of foreign fpirits, and for 
explaining an a£l which relates to penalties infii£led upon perfons felling ale, beer, or other 
cxcifeable liquors by retail, without licence, Ac. 

For repairing, improving, and preferving the harbour and quay of Wells in Norfolk. 

J. i/, 

832,000 o 7 
416,403 O II 
606,221 12 lol 

396,590 4 6 ; 

7.226 17 2' 

12,237 7 3 

5.227 14 o 


Supplies granted by Parliament for the year 1768. 

For 16,000 fcamcn, including 4,287 marines, ~ 

For the ordinary of the navy, Ac. — — 

For 17,253 land forces, including 2,460 invalids, Ac. — 

For maintaining his Majefly’s forces and garrifons in tlic Plantations, 
Africa, Gibraltar, Ac. — — — 

For the difference of pay between the Britifh and Irifli cftablifhments 
of fix regiments of foot, Ac. _ ^ 

General and ftaff officers in Great Britain, ~ — 

For the full pay of certain reduced officers, Ac. ~ 


Carried over, 


2,275,906 17 5:::. 
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Brought over, 

For the office of ordnance for the land fervicc, 

For fervices of the office of ordnance for land fervice, not provided 

for by Parliament, — * — « 

To enable his Majcfly to pay ofF one third part of the r.apltal flock of 
nnnuities at four per cent, eftabliflicai by an ad of the tiiird of lus Ma- 
jefly, &c. ~ _ 

Towards building and repairs of flilps, See, — 

To the truftecs of the Britifli Mufeum, 

To the penfions of officers widows, &c. ~ 

On account of reduced officers and marines, — 

For allowances to fcvefal officers, &c. of the two reduced troops of 

horfe guards, &c* — . — — 

For out-pcnfioners of Chclfea Hofpital, — — 

For exti aordinarics of the army, not provided for by Parliament, 

On account of the civil cflablifhmcnt of Nova Scotia, — 

Ditto of Georgia, - — _ _ — 

Ditto ofEaft Florida, ~ — 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — _ 

On account of furveys in North America, — — 

On account of the civil eftablillimcnt of Seiicgambia, ‘—r 

For difeharging certain Exchequer bills, — — 

To replace to the fluking fund the like fuin iflued thereout to make 
good certain deficiencies, 5 c c, — — — 

To replace to ditto for ditto, — — — 

To the committee of the African Company, to be employed in main- 
taining forts and fcttlcmcnts on the coafl of Africa, — 

For the Foundling Hofpital, 5 cc. — — • 

To ditto for apprenticing children, kc. — — 

To make good to his Alajcfly the like fuin llfucd by his Majefty’s 
orders, in purfuaiicc of the addrefles of the Houfc of Commons, 

For deficiencies of grants for the fervice of 1767^ — 

To replace to the finking fund the like fuin paid out of the fame, efla- 
bliflied by an aft of the third of George 111 . in refpeft of certain navy, 
viftualling and tranfport bills, and debentures, kc. — 

To replace to ditto the like fum ilTued thereout, for a certain payment 
of annuities eftablKhed by an aft of the third of George IIL for granting 
additional duties on cyder and perry, See, — — 

To redeem and pay off the remaining parts of the faid capital flock of 
annuities, — 

Total, ! 


c 

s. 


2,275,906 

17 

St 

159,328 

n 

6 

68,944 

12 

I r 

875.000 

0 

0 

277>954 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 


0 

0 

• 132,431 

0 

0 

1.715 

13 

0 

108,949 

17 

9 

199,988 

4 

2 

3-*^95 

1 

I ! 

3 . 9 ^^' 

0 

0 

4.750 

0 

0 

4.400 

0 

P 

2, '036 

14 

0 

5.550 

0 

0 

1,800,000 

0 

0 

59.322 

16 

10 

53.4S0 

n 

8 . 

13,000 

0 

0 

29,000 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

10,500 

0 

0 

392.4S4 

4 

Si 

T 

CO 

CO 

‘9 


8.750 

0 

0 

,750,000 

0 

0 

'.335.746 1 

L I 
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A. n. 

syoS 






£■ 

s. 



The Ways and ; 

Means for railing the foregoing 

fupplics. 




The : 

malr tax, 

— — 

— 

700,000 

0 

0 

The 1 

land ditia, 



1,5.18,568 

1 1 


av ce 

itviin aiuuiitics, 




0 

0 

]!v a i 

h'ttcry, 



c 

c 

0 

0 

r,j K 

jhequer bilh;, 

1 

— 

ijBooxco 

0 

0 


the linking fund, 

— — 

— 

2,250,000 

0 

0 

j!y cci raiii fjrpluirjs, 


— 

70,000 

0 

0 

]»y ag 

lecincfU with llij Ik 

all India Cvniipaay, 

— 

400,000 

0 

0 

Ehom 

certain cxcrilcs and 

balances, — 

~ 

0 

CC 

^7 

8 

lotal 

of ways and means 

proNldcd, &c. — 


8,754.927 

9 

7 i 

Ditto 

of fupplics granted, 

See. — . — 


8,33S>746 

1 r 

2i- 

Excefs of provifions, 


— 

419,180 

18 

4 l- 


^ The charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia in England for one year, beginning 
March 25, 1768, was voted to be defrayed out of the monies arihng by the land tax, granted 
for the fervice of the year 1768. 

A general flatcmcnt of the public debts at the receipt of the Exchequer, landing out funu- 
ary 5, 1768, with the annual intcrcft, 



P tine; pal 

Dt'bi^ 

Inicrrfly 


/. 

•S » d* 

L- 1 . </. 

* Exchequer, — ~ 

2,036,681 

12 9 1 

^ 4 ^ 

Eaft India Company, — 

4,200,000 

0 0 

127,687 lo 0 

Bank of England, — 

96,362,945 

1 54- 

3,202,031 1 !0‘ 

By remaining annuities of one life each, 
granted on the lotteries of 1745 and 1746, — 
Ditto on the 3 per cent, annuities of 1757 and 
1761 ; as aifo ou the annuities of 1 per cent, 
for 98 years to the fubferibers to the loan of 
I2,ooo,oool, granted for the fervice of tlie year 
1762, together with the charges of management 
to the Bank of England, — — 



« n A .-1 ■"> r\ t\ 

South 8ca Company, — 

27,325,309 

»3 

829,507 8 


Total, 129,724,956 8 2: 4 Ms>h '/7 7 S 


^ The Inr.d taxc* and duties on malt being annual orants, arc nor charged In tifo accounr, nnr tltc i,onn,of oi. 
charged on ihe dcducfun of 6d. per pound ou pcnfioas, nor the i,8oo,oooh borrowed in cliurged eu (lie 

fiq phes in 1768, 

Th 
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A. n. 

1768 The following additional duties and refolutions were agreed to, in this year, by the Houfe 
of Commons. 

Fvhriuiry 23. — Grew or crow fait, fait fcalc, fand fcale, crullings, or other foul fait, was 
allowed to be taken from the fait works in England, Wales, or Berwick upon Tweed, to be 
fold aii miinurc, upon payment of a duty of 4d. per buflicl only. 

All policies, by which the property of one perfon, or of a particular number of perfons in 
one general p:i!incrfhi|), or of one bfidy politic or corporate, in any fliip, or cargo, or both, 
jhouKi be iilTureJ to the amount of more than loool, was voted to be ftamped with two five 
flnlling Damps. 

So much of an aft, made in the tliirty-tliird year ofGeorgc ITT. entitled, ‘‘ An Aft for cn- 
rouraping the Exportation of Rum and Spirits, of the Growth, Produce, and Manufafture 
of the BvitilTi Sugar Plantations from this Kingdom, and of Britilh SpirUs made from Me- 
laib.',” as ciircfts that the rum, or foirits, of the growth, produce, and manufaftures of the 
Britifli fugar plantations in Anunica, wliich fhould be entitled to the allowance of the duty of 
cuDom, and freed from the duty of excii'c, on exportaiioi^ thereof, Ihould be proof fpirlts, 
was repealed : and upon t!ie exportation of fuch rum, or fpirits, there was an allowance or 
drawback, of ail the duties of cutloms payable upon the importation thereof j and fuch rum, 
or ipirirs, were freed and dilcharged from all duties of cxcifc, though the fame Ihould not 

be proof fpirits. * 

A general account of the ehrlftcnings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, 
from December 15, 1767, to December 13, 176S. • 


CllRlsTLNLl). 

Burieij. 

Males, 

8,321 

Males, 12.134 

Females, 


Females, ii >505 

Total, 

165042 

Total, 23.639 


Bills of births, burials, &.c. in dilfcrent parts of Great Britain and Europe, for the yea? 

1763. 

17,578; deaths, ?c,So 3 , foundlings received, 6,0:5, 

Amfterdam, — born, 4 » 74 " ^ di^aths, 0,656. 

Turin,— born, 2,962; deaths, pi 67 . 

Koninglbcrg, — births, 2,152; ctcaths, 

DaiUzic,— births, 1,913? Deaths, 2 ,iSS. 

Manchcller and Sclford, — births, 9ho • dcat!:s, 867; marriages, 399. 
rXu-Hngton, births, 135? Dcatiis, 194: maniages, 34. 

CityandfuburbsofYoik, births, 4^0; deatl.s, 505,; marnages, 170. 

Morwicli, births, 1,049; Deaths, i,>36. 

'NewerdUc and Cratelhead,^ ‘oirth 74 ' > Dc.itUr., 773. 

Sunderland, births, 249; Deaths 403; i^aniages vr. 

Whilbv, births, 226; Deaths, 203; niimiegaS 51. 

Chefter, births, 380 ; deaths, 422 ; 11:11^::. s, s' 3 - 

Liverpool, biiths, 1,057; Deaths J4LG nun-rne--; ,^3. 


iMPORTS 
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1768 


IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1767, to Christmas 1768, 


Cou? 7 tr 2 gs* 

Africa, — 

Canaries, 

Denmark and Norway, 
Eaft CoMiury, 

India, — 

Flanders, •- 

France, — 

Germany, — 

Greenland, 

Holland, ~ 

Ireland, — 

Italy, — 

Madciras — 

Portug-al, ^ — 

RuHia, * — 

Spain, — 

Strciglits, — 

Sweden, — 

Turkey, — 

Venice, 

Alderney, * 

Guernfey, - 

(erfey, - 

Anguilla, >■■■■ — - 

Antigua, 

Barbadoes, 

Bermtidas, 

•Canada, — 

Carolina, — 

Dominica, — - 

Florida, — ■ 

Georgia, — 

Graniidcs, — 

Hudfon’sBay, - 

Jamaica, 

Montferrat, — — 

Nevis, — — 

New England, *- 

Newfoundland, 

New Providence, 

New York, ■ 

Nova Scotia, 
Pcnnfylvania^ 

St. Chriftopher’s, 

St. Croix, ■— 

St. Lucia, — 

St. Thomas, — ’ 

St. Vincent, — ■ 

Tobago, ~ 

Tortol^ — 

Virginia and Maryland, 
Spanifti Weft Indies, 

Weft Indies in general. 


Totals, 


Exports exceed tiie ImportSi 


lmporis» 

£. 67,249 I 4 
4 . 7^5 S 5 
79.043 ' 5 S 

318,840 13 4 

1,507,963 o 3 
118,595 16 5 

' 33 . 10 ^ 7 3 
689,562 17 9 

12,483 15 6 

455,814 4 9 
1,226,094 o 3 
673,915 II 5 
3,864 16 8 

391,502 5 8 

934,817 13 6 

472,045 2 6 

12,212 18 .6 
204,278 17 2 

103,679 1.) 4 

78,209 6 4 

134 15 o 
31,850 3 4 

14,302 9 8 

6,607 • 

330,013 9 4 

281,461 3 8 

829 8 o 

37,162 6 4 

508,108 6 10 

303,828 14 8 

14,078 6 3 

42,402 13 10 
376,940 12 2 

8,008 7 6 

1,215,628 19 9 

69,563 1 1 3 

71,144 17 10 
148,375 3 6 
48,557 o 6 
2,523 6 4 
87,115 5 10 

1,247 2 6 

59,406 8 5 

301,328 15 6 

>^.383 '9 4' 

891 3 o 

'9 5 ° 

35,763 6 8 


50,443 19 10 
406^048 13 II 

34.633 8 * 


Exports, 


^ 612,392 

9 

8 

39/840 

*9 

S 

178,041 

7 

10 

124,121 


3 

1, 1 56,082 

i() 

8 

608,2 58 

9 

1 

27 1,828 


7 

Ij 499 w 32 

0 

4 

b 3 

1 2 

0 

1 ^ 744^974 

5 

8 

2,248,31s 

6 

$ 

781,350 

1 1 

1 X 

25,588 

6 

3 

71 1,908 

4 

4 

126,569 

*4 

4 

1,076,005 

7 

10 

91,005 

18 

2 

56.35* 

*9 

7 

109,194 

7 

8 

4<.294 

*7 

8 

662 

8 

6 

29,031 

7 

6 

17,762 

5 

9 

*32,139 

9 

6 

191,601 

*7 

7 

io, 5 i 6 

9 

ir 

110,598 

12 

$ 

289,868 

1 2 

3 

18,41 I 

3 

r 

32^7^ 

0 

7 

56.562 

n 

5 

I 120,419 

18 

2 

5,500 

*3 

9 

473 . ‘46 

*3 

3 

*5.57* 

5 

lO 

i 5.«74 

0 

3 

4 ' 9. 797 

9 

4 

46.761 

2 

X 

6,752 

*3 

9 

4B2.930 

*4 

4 

i 9 . 57 « 

12 

10 

43 *.*07 

*7 

4 

* 43.739 

0 

7 

6,387 

4 

‘4 


•* 4.553 13 4 
485 o * 
17,746 o 9 

47 5-954 6 z 
4,094 18 o 
3,328 15 B 


11,878,661 3 7 15,117,982 16 I 

3,339,321 13 *, 
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769 The critical Hate of our American colonics, had been mentioned in a very particular manner 
from the Throne at the opening of this feffion of Parliament, in the preceding month of No- 
vember ; and, on this account, as well as the great importance of the fubjeft, it was, of courfe, 
confidcred as the principal objeft of parliamentary attention. Indeed, the public looked with 
much folicitude to the operations of this feflion ; when it was hoped, tliat an efFc£tual remedy 
would be found for the growing difco^iteuts on the other fide of the Atlantic ocean. The 
heavy ccnfurcs pafled in his Majcfly’s fpcech on the conduft of one of the American colonies, 
could not but incrcafe the general expeftation on the illue of a bufinefs in which the whole 
Britilh empire was fo deeply intcrefled : they wrerc alfo the previous tokens of the new fyftein 
which appeared to have been formed, at this time, in regard to America, and the determina* 
tioii which the Jhitifli governmentdiad made to cliangc the lenity and forbearance hitherto ex- 
ereifed, into feverity and compulfion. • 

A committee of the wdiole Houic of Commons had been formed early in the feffion, for the 
purpofe of an enquiry into American affairs, and many and long debates took place on the 
interefting fubjcdls which naturally arofe in the courfe of fuch an importatir. inveftigation. 
At length, however, an adclrcfs was prefented to the King by both Houfes, wherein they 
palTcd the fevered cenfures on the conduft of the Aflembly of MafTachufets, and declared its 
Tcfolutions, which tended to call in queftion the authority of the fupreme legiflature to make 
laws to bind the colonics in ail cafes wdiatfocvcr, to be illegal, unconfiitutional, and deroga- 
tory from the Crowm and Parliament of Great Britain. The circular letter alfo, which that af- 
fembly had written to the other colonics, inviting them to join in a common petition againft 
thole claims, was condemned as illegal, unconilitutional, and unwarrantable in a people who 
acknowledged thcmfclvcs fubjeft to the crown of Great Britain. It w^as no lefs reprobated as 
injurious to the Britifii nation, and evidently calcuLated to fpread difeontent and create faftions 
hoftilc to the parent flate, and diicftly fubverfivc of its fovcrcignty over the colonies. 

The town of Bofton, in particular, was reprefented, by this addrefs, as the feat of lavvlefs 
tumult, in which no ly fpeft was paid to the civil government, and where the officers of his 
Maiefiv’s revenues \wcyc not only obilrufted in the execution of their duty, but had been in 
manifcfl danger of lofing their lives on attempting to execute it. It was therefore urged, that 
the executive power ought to interpofe, in order to effeft that by force, which lenity had no:,, 
hilhcrto, been able to produce. 

In fliort, after condeinning, in the moft unreferved manner, the whole conduft ofthepeo- 
p;c of Bolton, the addrefs cxprclfcd a mod hearty concurrence in the meafures that had been 
taken to reduce that town and province to the obedience due to Great Britain. It promifed a 
firm fupport of all the meafures ncccffary for that end, and concluded by adviting, that an ex- 
emplary punillrmcnt fhould be iniliftcd on the authors of the late diforders. For this purpofe 
it w’as rcijucftcd, that (icorgc Barnard might be direfted to tranlmit the fullcft information 
he could obtain, of all treafons or mifprifion of tixafori committed wdthiii his government, 
fiacc December 30, 1767, See. that his Majcfty might ilFuc a fpecial commiffion for enquiring 
into and determining upon the guilt of the ofienders within this realm, according to a ftatutc 
(>f Henry Vlll. in caie his Majelly, on the Governor’s lepori, fhould fee fufficient ground 
for fuch proceeding. 

This conduft of adminiflration was violently and abfy op]>ofcd : but whether the Americans 
were right or wrong, was no longer a queftion. An idea was now adopted, that the dignity 
of tlic ftato inuft, at all hazards, be fupported. Tins was indeed an argument of no final 1 

w’eiglit j 
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7-60 hiU ihc orc:ifToii on which a Jinffon’s hotionr ;;>* to he afh rtaJ (J'jmnnJri! nn Piarc 

of coniiJcrathvn* However, the jNliniilry of thet jjeiiivh wcic cl oj^inioi) tiutt rh: ci: et.'in . 
llan::cs of the iiionient juni/ieci the mcr.iiirc.s tliey ha*I aJovtCLh aiu! ifUCiitlcd to l >je, to 
fuhaifi ilic Ijoiionr of government, and that ih^cy f.houKI prove ihcmfeK^ ^ cnenii;''-; to ’.he t^a- 
tienal cijara^lcr, if tlicy dhl not inihl on a dhvrt aiul explicit :iv:knc \v.h/!c,incn t ( f the iu- 
VLixigiity of Great Eritain from tlic Amcjicnn col^onirs. 

As the agreement wliich tlic Hah Indi i Con:]>.i!iy Jiad entered Into wi'd] Ciovernnient, as 
well as the for rcllraining their divlih iuls were now i.ear cx] ii inc, iL'c company tiioriglt it 
a proper time, before another retraining Ifill was brought irj, to iii ike propofah: to t!ic Mi- 
niflry, hn* the bahs of a new agreement; to obtain, if poffdde, moi e i -Lftiihlc conditions, 
and to fettle their a/iairs upon a more permanent fouiuhtion. A long neg?;! nation, then, fore, 
w.is entered 7 nto upon tl:is fidojecl, and many ptopenfo’s n'isde a.nd rck led. 

The great point wliich tlic company luid in vitw, w.is to obtain feme rctnrn or cornjvMvfp^ 
lion for the great fum of ir.oney which they annually paid to gr;\ cm merit. Tor this ]>n‘ ..‘oie, 
among fevcral other propofals, a prolongation of dicir clririer tor hvc years was required, uiid 
coi^fdercd as a moderate equivalent ; it was, Ii^jwcvc’', rdjfoiutclv r.fcfed. 

I'l'C obtaining money horn the company, was now become a p>a:£ of rlic fyricm of govern- 
!nent ; and was coniKicicd ahnoft ns a ^>art of the current fervicc. 'I’lie inrcrfciMice in their 
aflairs, icilrieling their dividends, demonflratcd to tltat body, that tl:ey were in the liands 
of a !>o\vcr which they were unable to rchil. 'J'hcy could not iiuiecd bur perceive, that it veas 
too late to make conditions^ and that even a finaii rclaxaliunof the reTtuftl vcpov/cr, was rather 
confidcied as a favour than acknowledged as a cumpcnfatlon. 

Ill theib circumflances, after a long train of negotiation, and the holding of fevcral gmicral 
courts upon the fuhjcft, an agreement was at length concluded, and a bill was accordingly 
brought in to conhini it, and palTcd into a !aw% 

Ey this agreement, the company continue to pay to the pul>lic f m five years to come, the 
annual fum of 400,000!, They arc at liberty to incrcafc their di\idcnd in that time to 12! 
per cent, the encreafe not to exceed one percent, in any one year. It the company from any 
caule arc, dining tliat time, under a nccdlity of reducing their dividends, an C(jual fum 
be deducted from the annual payment made to government ; but if their dividend fhoidd be 
reduced to fix per cent, then the payment to the public is to be difeontinued. "i he coninmiv 
are bound to export during tins term, Britifh goods equal in value, upon an average, with 
tliofe exported annually for the laft live years : and if any furplus of the com]>aiiy’s calb (hall, 
remain in England, after payment of certain fpccificd debts, it is to be lent to the public at 
two per cent, ^ 

Such were the terms of this agreement, and fucli the opulence of a company of merchants, 
as, bcfidcs the immenfe Turns they paid to government in duties, to be in a capacity to aflbid 
a yearly douceur to the public, which would be 110 inconfidcrabJc revenue to a fovcrcign 
prince. 

At this period, the French Eaft India Company prefents a very different commercial pi^liirc. 
This trading focicty, which had long made a very capital figure in the commercial world, and 
feemed, within a very few years, to have been on the point of olitaining a monopoly of trade 
and power in the Eaft, now funk into a ruined and bankrupt ftatc. The King immediately 
fufpended their exclufive privileges, and laid the trade to the Eaft open to all his fubjeds ; 
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1769 configniug^ at the fame time, the affaira of the company, to die pare bf the miniftry to adjuft 
and fettle. Hut the various febemes which were then formed for the refioraiioa of the old 
company, and the eftablifhment of a new one, were accompanied with fuch infurmountabie 
difficulties,, as to prove wholly incfFeftuaU .Nor was the laving open of the trade attended with 
the fuccefs that was cxpcflcd i the merchants being very fle# in engaging in it, though the 
King, by way of encouragement, lent them fomc bf his own (hips to convc7 their commodi- 
ties to the Eaft, The garrifon and cfvil eftabliflimcnts were,, ho'vever, fupported in their cx;- 
ifting form by the crown. 

French commerce was alfo, at this time, greatly diftreffed by a continued cjurfc of bank- 
ruptcies, for very large fums, throughout the kingdom : one of thefc failures, at Marfeiiies, 
was for the amazing fum of ao, 000, 000 of llvrcs. The defperate manoeuvre of the French 
miniftcr, which, at one ftroke, reduced the intereft of the public funds to ij; per cent, with- 
out allowing an alternative of withdrawing their money to the public creditors, and at the 
fame time taking away the furvivorfhip in the tontines, ftruck at the root of all national faitli, 
and;vvas attended with very fatal coiifcqucnccs to the private, as well as public credit of the 
nation. 

July, 12^ — The, following queftion was determined by ballot at the Eaft India Houfe, by 
^^79 votes againft 259 — That this court do agree with the court of dircflors, rliat it is necef- 
fary, at this time, to fend out a cotnmiffion with extraordinary powers, to regulate their af- 
fairs in India.’’ 

n m 

The circumftanccs of the Eaft India Company at this period, required fomc^dccifive regu- 
lations relative to the oriental adminiftration of their affairs ; which might, among other good 
confcqucnccs, remove the dilfatisfaftion which had prevailed throughout the nation with rc- 
fpeft to the management of them. 

The confequenccs of the late war in the Carnatic were not confined to the Eaft Tiuilcs : the 
alarm was caught at home, ^iicre the diftanceofihc objcfl, and tlic uncertain knowledge of 
. the danger, having room to operate upon the imagination, multiplied, as is ufual in fuch cafes^ 
the fears of the people concerned in fo great a degree, that India rtock fell above 60 per cent, 
in a few days. It was in vf in that the direftors produced their dlfpatchcs from India, and 
fhewed that the Company had never been in a more fioiu iflfing ftate : the contrary ^opinion 
was fq prevalent, that time alone could corrcA the corfcquences of it. 

It was at this time that the direftors thought it ncceffary to take fome elFeflual meaCurcs to 
check the abufes and mifmanagements which had fo much difgraccd the Company’s govern- 
ment in India, and which had been fo pernicious to its interefts both there and at. home.— 
For thi| important purpofc, it was thought neceflary that three gentlemen of cliaraflcr, as w^Il 
as of great ability and experience in the Company’s affairs in that part of the world, fhould 
be invefted with extraordinary powers, and fent thither under the charaftcr of fupervifois, with 
full authority to examine into and rc®:ify fhe concerns of every department, and a full power 
of cpntroul over all their otKcr femnts in India. This rcfolution of the direftors was con- 
firmed, as we have juft related, by a vote of tlwj genera! court of proprietors ; and, after fome 
delays, occafioned by the interference of government, Mr. Vawfittart, Mr. Scraf^jpn, and Co- 
lonel Ford, all of whom had before ferved with reputation, the two fixft in a civil, and the 
latter in a military capacity, in that part of tlic world, w'crc accordingly appointed to t[h> 
fcrvice. 

VoL.lV, K '' According 
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AJ^ HISTORICAL A K 0 / C H R 0 1# 0X00 I C A L 

According to the account of a French writer on the fdhjca ©f the Guinea the foK 

lowing number of negro Have* were this year bar^red fot on the eoaft of Africa* from Cape 
Bianco to Rio Congo^ by the different European nations* 

Great Britain, S3»tOO 

Eritilh America^ 6,300 

France, — *3*520 

Holland, — 11,300 ‘ 

Portugal, ~ .17,00 

Denmark,^ — i,aoo 

InaB„ , 97fi*P Bought by barter for European and Indian 

, mafri^QureSi chiedy at about 15L each. 

Total amount of Britifli Ihips and (eamen employed in the tr|idc between Great Britain and 


Colonies. 

Ships. 

Seamen. 

Hudfon’s Bay, — — 

4 

130 

Labrador, (American rcflcls) 120 


" . 

Newfoundland, (2,00a boats)* — 

380 

20,3*60 

Canada, ^ •— 

34 

408 

Nova Scotia, •— — 

6 

73 

New England, — “ 

44 

SS2 

Rhode Ifland, Conncfticut, and New Hampfhire, 

> 3 

36 

New York, ^ — 

30 

330 

Pcnnfylvania, — *— 

3S 

390 

Virginia and Maryland, — — 

330 

3*960 

North Carolina, — — 

34 

408 

South Carolina, 

140 

1,680 

Georgia, — — ~ 

» 24 

240 

St. Auguftinc, ~ 

a 

24 

Peiifacola, * ~ . 

10 

120 

Total ihips, 

1,078 

28,910 


number of fhlpt which paiTed the Sound this year, is as follows 


From Brefden, 

99 

!■-■■■« '■ ' Courland, 

10 

Denmark, 

1,033 

— Dantaick,. 

a63 

— ~ England, 

1,843 

— — France, 

*3 

— — Holland, 

3,508 

Hamburgh 

20 


From Lubeck,. 

49 

— Pruffia, 

*96. 

RuiBa, 

35 

— r Roftotfc^ 

. 63 

— — Sweden, 

*»*49 

•'ft' J*'/ ^ t 

3 

m 

■ *, Totar, 

7,380 
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* Thi fbUo^lrig bitb relating to tra.dc and commerce, received the toyal allent this year: — 

A bill to cdntinac and amend an aft for the freen importation of IriHi failed provifions for a 
farther limited time, and alfo from the American colonics. 

For carrying mtd execution propofais ma 4 ^ hy the Eaft Xj^ia Company for the payment of 
400t000h annually tp the public, for a limited time. * ' 

For. making perpetual an aft of the of George IlL to continue the duties for the cncour- 

jgement of the coinage of money. 

For allowing liberty to carry rice from Soutlv Carolina and Georgia to other parts of 
America. 

For making a navigable cut or canal from Qxford t<f*Co^^cntry. 

For further encouraging the growth^of filk in America. 

For the better fecuring the duties of cuftoms. 

For permitting the free importation of raw hides from Ireland and America. ’ • 

For difeontinuing upon tine exportation of iron imported in foreign (hips, the draw^backs of 
fuch parts of the duties payable thereon, as exceed ^the duties payable upon iron imported in 
Britifii (hips. Sec* 

For improving the navigation of the Clyde. ^ * 

For permitting from Jerfey and Guernfey tire exportation of goods to Newfoundland. 

For the prefervalion of harbour moorings, and puniihing perfons ftcalmg his Majefty’s 
naval (lores. . • 

, Supplies granted by Parliament for this year;— £. x. 

For i6,ooo fcaraci), including marines, See* •— 832,000 o o 

For 17,142 land-forces, See. — — 602,673 15 7 

For maintaining garrifons in the plantations, Gibultar, &c. &c* 397*835 18 7^- 

Fbr the difference of pay between the Britilh and Irilh ciiablilhmeins 
of five regiments and four companies of foot. See. ~ 4,661 12 7 

For the pay of the general and ftaff-officers, &c* ~ _ 12,203 ^ 

For defraying the charge of full pay. See. to certain reduced officers, See* 4*763 5 o 

For the ordinary of the navy. See. — — 4^o>^5S 8 i 

Towards building and repairing fhips. See. See. — 282,413 o o 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fcrvicc, 177,947 i 3 q 

For fcrvices performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for by Parlia- 
ment in 1768, — — — — 43.812 19 o 

For widow^s pcnfiolis, See. — 1,480 o o 

For reduced officers, &c. — — 127,020 o o 

For allowances to tertain . reduced officers and private .gentlemen of 
the two reduced troops of horfe-guards. See. — — • ^*33* ^ ^ 

Towards the charge of Chelfea out-penfioners, — ^07*394 ^5 to 

Towards the civil cftablilliment of Nova Scotia, — 4*375 *7 

Ditto of Gcoigia, — . . — — 3,086 *0 o 

Ditto of Eaft' Fl6rida, See. — — 4*75^ o o 

Ditto of V^eft Florida, See. •— . — 4,800 o o 

On account of furveys in America, — — ~ ^ 

Towards the civil cftablKhmcnt of Senegambia, — S>SSo o o 


R 2 


Carried forward, 


6 i-i 
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AN llIsrORieAL AND C It R O N O I O C J C A L DIDO 

Brought over, 

For JjTt.:hnr<>fng certnni E\’chcqu<fr hills, Scc» “ 

To Ch:irlc6i Dinglry of London, merchant, as a reward for his having 
cref . J airJ I roiight to pcrfeaion, for the hendit of the public, a wind 
at Limehouie, for the ]nfrpofe of manufaflurlng timber into 
Vv, I\nd dc:d > ; aiui ns a r.:eompcncc for the Ipfs he fuftained in the 

wilful dLlhudion of the laid wind faw-miil, by a number of riotous and 
diibrd'^rly p^rfons, — — — , — 

To difeharge the arrears of the civil lift, — — 

Towards crefting a magazine fbr gunpowder in Portlnioiith harbour, 
7 \>wards the cxrraordinaries of the laiid-forces,#&:c% not provided for 
by Jhirliameht, — — — ~ 

For replacing to tlie finking fund the like fum iftiied thereout. 

For ditto, ~ — — — - 

To the F'oundling I lofpital, , — — 

To ditto, to apprentice certain children, — — 

To repay the governors of the faid hofjKtal the like fum advanced by them, 
To make good the like fum, ilfued by his Majefty orders, in purfu- 
ance of the addreftes of the Houfe of Commons, — 

I'owards an additional building, &:c. to the Houfe of Commons, 
Towards dilchargim^ the debts of the navy, — — 

'Fo make good tliC deficiency of grants for the fervice of 1765,, 

For repairing and maintaining forts, Uc: on the coaft of Africa, 

To pay the prizes in the prefent lottery, kc — 

To the Levant Compa^ny, to affift it in carrying on its trade, 


T'o Frederick Lrxfomainc, ^c, to encourage the makiisg of ialtpetre. 

Total of Supplies^ 

Ways and Mr a ns for this year 
Malt -tax, — — 

The land-tax^ — ~ ^ 

By Exchequer hills, — ~ 

The Eaft India Company, — — — 

Out of certain favings, See. ~ . — — 

Certain furplufles, — — . — 

From the finking fund, — — . 

Out of certain unapplied monks, See, - — ~ 

Out of certain monies in the Exchequer, for the difpofal of Pariiamcnr, 

Total of ways and aicans, 

Supply granted, 


CTIOH • 

^,030,140 6 if 

1,800,000 o o 


2.000 O O' 
513,511 o o 

4.000 o o 

238-557 2 2 
47-531 18 6 

J8-<)30 3 4| 

19,957 10 o 
5,600 o o 
3,231 i 6 c 

16,500 o a 

3.000 o o 
400,000 o . o 


Excefs of provifions 


X 86,043 

I 

f 

/ ,2 

2,000 

0 

0 

600, COO 

0 

O' 

5,cco 

0 

c 

T, 2,000 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

6,^00,002 

17 

107 

x:. 

J. 

.A 

700,000 

0 

0 

1,52.8,598 

i 1 

I i ^ 

1 ,800,000 

0 

0 

400,000 

0 

0 

780,000 

0 

0 

30,<}oo 

0 

D 

F'? 57 i 77 

65 

6!; 

1,664,822 

4 

Si' 

^0(;,864 

19 

4 i 

, ,59.879 

8 

5 ^ 

7,208,312 

19 

9 :t 

6,900,002 

^7 

loj 

£■ 308,310 

1 

1 1 h 
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or T U K ORIGIN OF COHMBRCF, 


ijOi) The charge of the pay and cloatliing of the nii)ir\i for this year, from afarch 25', 1769^ 

was ordered to be defrayed out of tiic monies arifiiig by the iand-tax grai.iteJ for the fcrvjcc pf 
tJjc year J769. 

Additional duties, reguintion of dutics, and bouiuies in tins year. 

Mayrh 14 . — The duties ot excife, ]>ayablc upon fcal ildns, tanned, tawed, or drcfled, wlthia 
tltis kingdom, were taken off; an i in lieu tlicreof, a duty oTexeifc of i y kv:>s laid U]>on every* 
‘pound weight avoirdupois of fuch lllins : tlic falJ duty was applied to the iaiiie ufe.. as thofe 
takjn off had been appropriated. 

jfprll 11.-— Such of the monies as fhould be paid in^j the reccl]»l of the Exchequer, after 
April 4, 1769, and before April 5, 1770, of the produce of the duties ciiargcd hv :m acl of 
the fitth of his ptcicnt IMajclfy, u»)on the inipoitation and exportation of gum Senega and 
gum Arabic, were ordered to be. ..ppiicd towards making good the iupj)lY gi anted to his 
IVIajcfiy. 

jlpr'ii 12* — Such part of die duties winch iiad been, or fliould he, paid upon iron imported 
into foreign -built iUips, n:n. lga»<‘d. l)v f. >! eigne r-^ as erxeeds the. duties payable upon iron im- 
ported in Bi ififh-lnjin Ihlps, navigated I, jy Britiili fulnects, were voted not to be draw li back 
upon T c. -e X {) 0 riat i o r u 

'i lie drawback formerly payable upon tlic -cxportalioa of foreign rough hemp, and wImcIi. 
was ciilcontinued by an adl oi the lixtli of his prudent Majclly, was icTtorcd, upon c<ux}ir or: 
that the jue-ciuprioiV then of l>o offcied to the commifhoners of the bavv. 'i'he aft tjf dio 
fointh of ills prefent Majeftv, for granting a iihertv to carry rice from the provinces of South 
CaiV'itna and Georgia, difci!'!!) to any part of America to the fouthwardof liie laid provime-' 
and nlin a claiifc in an afi ot the liitli of Ihs faid Mn’clly, for more efl'eclnallv iccuri'ig 
CUCO utl iging the tiadc Majeily's Aniciican dominions; f(.)r repealing the in^an:.! duly on 

cofiec, and granting an iniaud duty on all coflec importcci, except of the growth of ihe Ihitlih 
dominions in America; tor nltciing the bounties and drawbacks v.yoii fngars exported ; for 
repealing part of an in'-! of the twenty-third of his late ^lajefly, whereby bar iron made nn tliC 
laid dominions', wa^ pi o’iibit; J to be exported from (b'l call Britain, or carried coaftw He ; and 
for reguialiiig the fjc^ ol’tire oflicers of the cu.cm? In the laid dominions, which gives liberty 
to export rice fiom Nhnth Caioiin.*, xii the fame manner as are enacted by the ii<\ the fouttli 
«r f hi'' inellnt M liehv, wiili refp^ff to South Carolina and Georgia, being luxir expiiing, wcie 
ti '.mgiit fit t;'j I'C comiiiued. 


Ji'} :/ 15, —The .',fi of the iiril of his prefent Ma)c(fy, to eont'nue. the duties for tiic cn- 
c cm 1 age me at ol'coiicugc of money, rvas made perpetuuh 

Jpnl 17. — d'he a;inual fum of'x ^col. granted to Ids Majcliy for tlic piincipal focrctnries of 
itntc, to be dhfhiln.ted among the riciks, in compcnfaiiun tor the lulvantage.. w hirli tlies cn- 
joved fioni tlieir lending and receiving letieis and packets Iree from th<’ dutv ot poOage, heibre 
the cormriencemeiU of the afl of the fontth of liis prefent hlmelty, for prcvciuing frauds and 
abides in Pending and receiving letters aiul packets tree iiom the duty oi poflage, was made 
payal.die out of the reviiiues from tlie poil-olhec. 

Jpt:l i8. — As the fuilher encourngcnK.nt ot tin growth and culture of raw iiik, in his IMa- 
ieflv^s’dorninions in America, would be oi givr.r ad%an::yv: t'. the nade and maiiuhiaincs 01 
( ireat Biitain, a bounty was r-< anted in the rnacmci following, vr/.. during the fuff teven year?, 
tlic 1 uin ol 2;jl. for every lonl. value ol iuv.ii raw iili'. : dm mg tne .-ktreNcn ycais, the ium c>t 
2c!. Grcvciv lool. and dmn.gthe hfl iVvcn year., the Gm of 15b Gr every lOoL which was 
urdcred to be paid out o? dis s cmicm;’,. 

jMPOkXi 
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AN HlSTORICAt AND C R R 0 N O t O O 1 C A 1. DEDUCTION 
IMPORTS anti EXPORTS, from Christmas 176S, to ChR-istm as J769. 


Csuutries, Jmj'Orts. . Kxpoits. 


Africa, ^ « — 

£.- 58.955 

12 

6 

605,180 

5 

I I 

Canaries, — — 

6,612 

5 

1 1 

36,036 

0 

3 

Denmark and Norway, — 

. 82, .^69 

8 

4 

169.153 

6 

2 

Kaft Country* — — 

159.481 

13 

9 

74.422 


2 

Eaft India, — — 

1,863,233 

14 

10 

1,205,388 

I s 

4 

Flanders, — — 

103,270 

18 

3 

623,579 

2 

10 

France, ~ ^ 

91,245 

6 

1 1 

1 13.310 

9 

U 

Germany, — — 

619,181 

il 

9 

1,338,866 

9 

8 

Greenland, — 

2*^353 

0 

5 

72 

0 

0 

Holland, — 

3 ^ 3»720 

i 4 

5 

1,658,551 

13 

1 

Ireland, , ~ ~ 

1,265.107 

1 2 

8 

1,964,741 

I 

9 

Italy, — — — 

93^‘^45 

19- 

0 

746,220 

6 

2 

Madeiras; — . — 

•4*935 

9 

7 . 

27.459 

0 

3 

Poitagal, — — • 

369,120 

9 

X 

S 4 S. 3“7 

0 

2 

RulTia, — ^ 

1,038,614 

15 

10 

158.777 

1 1 

s 

Spain, — — — 

577.816 

6 

4 

830,893 

19 

0 

^treights, — ^ — 

7.775 

5 

7 • 

142,237 

15 

4. 

Sweden, — • — 

182.896 

8 

3 

57 . 2 U 

14 

8 

Turkey, — 

144*419 

17 

3 

9O.8SO 

I ». 

6 

Venice, ^ — — — 

"60,376 

5 

8 

74*371 

8 

8 

Alderney, ~ t 

1 12 

1 

0 

8 \ 4 

1 8 

T 

Guernfey, — . — 

17,9 2 

12 

X 

• 37 . 5'=8 

34 

JO 

Jerley* — — — 

14*703 

7 

3 

27.47) 

6 

.5 

Anguilla, — — 

3*747 

17 

3 



— 

Antigua, — • — 

232,680 

8 

6 

I 51,642 

2 

9 

Barbadoes, ~ — 

254,092 

15 

6 

165,050 

10 

9 

Ber^ftudas, — — 

»*744 

19 

3 

12,621 

8^ 

9 

Canada, — — 

43*434 

2 

3 

174*435 

5 

7 

Carolina, — ~ 

387,114 

12 

I 

306,600 

5 

6 

Dominica, — — 

158,543 

2 

4 

3 '.863 

10 

1 

Florida, — ~ 

1 . 744 - 

12. 

2 

29,509 

4 

10 

Cieorgia, — # ~ 

82,270 

2 

3 

58.340 

19 

4 

Grenades, — — 

307.562 

IS 

I 

1 13.054 

6 

8 

Hud Ton’s Bay, — — 

7,087 

5 

7 

4.655 

13 

4 

Jamaica, — — 

1,266,630 

9 

4 

570,468 

10 

1 1 

Montierrat, — — 

77.653 

16 

0 

23,1 JO 

1 

9 

Nevis, *— — — 

40.379 

4 

6 

1 10,428 

9 

5 

New England, — ~ 

129-353 

3 

8 

207,993 

14 


Ncvvtoundland, — - ~ 

50.835 


3 

64,080 

5 

4 

New Providence, — 

4.435 

15 

1 1 

6,682 

18 

8 

New York, ~ — 

73,466 

3 

9 

74-918 

7 

10 

Nova Scotia, — — 

2,270 

3 

7 

19,271 

0 

2 

Pcnnfylvania, — — 

26, I I I 

1 1 

4 

199,909 

17 

1 1 

St. Croix, — — 

18,220 

1 

3 

2,809 

4 

10 

St. Kitts, “ •— 

224,096 

9 

9 

1 1 5,609 

10 

4 

St. Vincent, “ — * 

'70,772 

9 

3 

33,730 

16 

4O 

Tol>ago, — - 


— 


6,iiq 

0 

0 

'rortola, ~ ~ 

54,560 

I 

5 

27, 106 

?2 

10 

Virginia and Maryland, 

56 1,^92 

12 

0 

488,362 

15 

1 

Spanilli Weft Indies 

81,494 


6 


3 

7 

Totals, 

11,908,560 

16 

S 

13.438.236 

6 

IX 

Exports exceed the Imports, 

1.529^75 

10 

6 
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OF THE ORIOiy OF COMMERCE^ I55 

The €lmftcnings and burials 'within the bills of mortality of London and Weftmiaflcr for 
this year, arc as follows : 

Chfiftened, Males, ^^5^9 Buried, Males, 

Females, 8»i45 Females, 10,814. 

I 21,847 

At Paris,— the births amounted to 19,445 ; deaths, 18,427 ; marriages, 4,860. The num- 
ber of foundlings received into the liofpitals there, were 6,426. 

The troops which were Ibtioncd at Bofton had not produced thofc ends for which they had 
been lent thither; the colonivs ftili continued their former relblution to oppofe Britifh impor- 
tations. Aflbciations were puiiiicly formed for this purpofc ; they met regularly, as if duly 
authorifed by law ; and appoiirced committees to infpe'dl the cargoes of ail vcfiels arriving from 
Britain. Severe cenfures wcic palled upon all who refufed to concur in ihofe alTociations ; 
aiid their names* w'crc puhlilhcd in the newfpapers, as enemies to .their country. In fome 
cafes, goods imported from ^ rrcal Britain were immediately feized as foon as landed ; and 
fecured in warchoufes to prevent their fale; in other cafes they wcie re-lhippcd and lent back, 
to Gr^at Britain. 

Nothing, however, had yet been done in England rcTpefting the affairs of the colonies ; 
I)ut a petition being, at t’iis time, prefented by the American merchants, letting forth the 
great Jolfes they had fuftained by. and the f.tal clTcAs of the late laws, which, for the purpofe 
of railing a revenue in the colonies, iiad iinpofcd duties upon goods exported from Great Bri- 
tain ; the Miniiti y of Great ih ilain thought proper to bring in a hill to repeal fo much of the 
late aft, as related to the inipoling a duty on paper, painter's colours and glafs ; but in order 
to prefeive thtf dignity of the icgUlaturc, and merely to fa vc the national honour, the duty 
ijpo(\ tea was continued. 

Many ftiong arguments were produced in favour of repealing the aft in toto ; among which, 
it was mfiflcd that the tax would amount to no more tha!)/ixteen thoui'and pounds ; that to 
colleft it, the wuole cllahlilbrncnt of cuftomhoufes, kc. mult be continued, and that it would 
be \ fry naturally conlidcred in America, as an inlet to other taxes on the fame plan, whenever 
time and opportunity were more favourable than the picknt, for the Britith Miniitry to make 
fuch an attempt; — fabfcquent experience too fully proved, that rtiis mode of ic^foaing was 
founded in truth. 'J'he continuance of the duty upon tea, tiifling as it was, excited difeon- 
tents in the colonics to a very violent degree, and their objeftions to it .were precifely tliole 
which had been offered bv the oppolition in Parliament; that it would be made a precedent, 
upon which others of the fame nature might in fiuufe be demanded. 

Afarch 26. — At a general court of the Ea 4 l India Company, at their houic in Leadcnhali- 
flreet, the following qiicftion was determined by ballot : 

“ ThJt the dividend on the capital ftock of this company, for the half year, commencing at 
Clrriftmas laft, and ending at Midfummer next, l>e at fix per cent.’* 

For the queftion, 739 Againft it, u 

The following order of the Iloufc of Commons appeared on the 27th of April, in the Lon- 
don (iazette. 

“ Joviu die JpriCiSy 1770 . 

** Ordered, '1 hat Mr. Speaker do forthwith give notice* that the fum of 1,500,000!. capital 
Hock of annuities, after the rate of 3!. ics. per cent, cltabliihcd by an aft made in the 2pth 

V eai' 
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6 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

3770 year of the reign of his late Majcfly King George II. intituled, An a£l for franting to hi* 
Majefly the fum of 2,000,000, to be mfed by way of annuities and a lottery, and charged 
iipon tiie finking fund, redeemable by Parliament, and for extending to Ireland the laws made 
in this kingdom againlUprivatc and unlawful lotteries, — will be redeemed and paid oft’ on the 
1 2th day of February next, after difchaiging the intcrefl tlicn payable in rclped of the fame, 
agreeable to the claufes and powers of redemptioi^ contained in the laid aft. 

Which order, thus ijgnificd and publilhed by me, rs to be fufticient notice of the repay- 
Aienl of 1,500,000!. for which the faid annuities were eftablilhcd, and of the redemp- 
tion of ttic annuities as are attending the fame. 

-FLF/renKR NoxtTOTC, Spenler, 

Tire following eftimate was this year publilhed in^France, of the produce of that part of the 
iftand of riifpaniola, in the poftfcftioii of the French, and generally kno^vvii by the name of 
Dotiilngo. 

^mgar, lwo*thirds brown, 160,000 hogfheads, ten liumlrcd weight each, £, 5. 

at 15I. ftevling per hogfhead, — — — 2,400,000 o o 

Coffee, 5,000,000 pounds, at i^d. per pound, — — 23^333 ^ 8 

Cotton, 8,000 bags, 300 pounds weight each, at 15I. per bng, 1 ?, 0,000 o o 

'fanned leather, 20,000 hides, at 20s. per hide, — 20,000 o c 

Indigo, 2,000,000 pounds weight, at 3s. per pound, — 150,000 o o 

Total, 2,773,333 6 8 


In the courfc of tins year 3,890 fliips were cleared from Ncwcafllc, of vYhich 3,5:0 were, 
coailwife, and 370 for foreign countries. 

I'lie grofs produce of the duty on hops for one year, ending the 5th of January, 177 


Barum, 

Bath, 

Bedford, 

Bucks, 

Cambfidgc, 

Canterbury, 

Cornwall, 

Derby, 

Doncaftcr, 

Dorfet, 

EftTcx, 

Exon, 

Glouccfter, 

Grantham, 

Hants, 

Hereford, 

Hertford, 

Lincoln, 


43 9 2 
066 
48 16 o 
19 9 4 

64 15 5 

27,600 4 2 

. 121 8 s 

406 II o 

, IS 4 4 

14 6 2 

2>78 i 19 8 

15 10 5 

23 10 s 
43 ” o 
£.324 12 n 

7 > o (>5 2 4 

55 12 8 

1,798 7 4 


Carried over, 


48,442 17 3 
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Brought over. 

40,442 

17 

3 

Lynn, „ 

22 

7 

^3 

6 

A 

Manchefter, 

Northampton, — — . 

n 

2 

%} 

10 

5 

2 

Norwich, — — . 

' 1 

22 

16 

Oxon, — — 

0 

8 

11 

Reading, — — 

1,221 

7 

1 1 

Rochefter, — — 

28,243 

12 

8 

Sarum, — — 

129 

15 

8 

Salop, — . ^ ^ 

9 

2 

0 

Slieflicld, — — 

704 

18 

8 

Suffolk, * ~ . 

iji 9 r 

ro 

0 

Surrv, 

138 

17 

1 i 

Sulfcx, ~ — 

13/^87 

2 

8 

'J'aunton, — — 

6 

^3 

0 

Thvorton, ~ — 

4 

1 1 

4 


D 

T 5 

4 

Wales, 1 Mickilc, — • — 

59 

9 

0 

J Weft, — — 

4 

7 

8 

Wolverhampton, — — 

4^340 

14 

10 

'V\’orctfler, — ~ 

2,8 n 

14 

4 

Total, 

101,081 

0 

10 


The following bills, relating to trade and commerce, rccci\cd the royal afleiit in the courfe 
of this year: 

'J'o continue an a<St for allowing the free exportation of tallow, hog’s lard, and grc:ifc, for 
a furtlic! limited time. 

lor better regulating the navigation of the river Trent, fiom Wildcn Ferry, in the county 
of Derby, to ( hiintborougli in Lincolnlliire, 

] nr all<nving the exportation of nirdt fur a limited time. 

T‘ or repealing }>;nt ofan act, ior granting certain duties in ^hc buiiih colonics in Arucile.i, 

To amend an aft to make a navigable cut, or canal, from the Trent, at or near Mildeii 
Ferry, in Dcrbyfhire, to the river Merfev, fee. 

’'Fo continue the terms and powers granted, for keeping in repair tlic harbour of Minehcad 
in Somcrfetlhirc. 

I'o continue the duties granted for repairing the harbour and quay of Watclictt, in the hiid 
county. 

To continue an aft for encouraging the making of ind»go in the Britiih. riantations in 
America, 

To appropriate a fund for granting to liis Majelly additional tlutics on certain foreign hiicirs 
imported, and for eftabliiliing a fund for encouraging the tailing and dreUing licmp and fax. 

To continue an aft for granting a bounty on Jhiiilh and Irilli linens exported. 

VoL.lV, ^ S Fez 
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1/;o For rcoiiUrinr the prices at which corn is fold, i« the feveraJ counties in Great BriraJn^ 

“ The preamble to this aft only fucgchs, that a regilier of the prices at which corn is fold 
in tlie levcral counties of Great Britain, will be of public and general advantage ; for W’hich 
rcafon the juflices of the peace for each county in Great Britain, arc required, at their quarter 
ll ltlons, next after September 29, annually to diicft returns to be made weekly of the prices 
of wheat, rye, barley, oats and beans, from fo ^niany market-towns within their rcfpectivc 
counties, as they ftiail think proper, not bong lefs than two, nor more than lix ; and to ap- 
point a proper ptrfou to fend the fame to a perfon to he aiqHnntcd to receive them i and in cafe 
fucli perion lhall die, neglcft his duty, or become iucapaldc of performing it, any two juftices 
afting for the countv, may appoint anotlicr till rlic next quarter fefhons, at which the juUiccs 
may either confirm I'ucli apjH^intnient, or chul'e another. 

By ihls'aft, the meal-weighers of the city of London arc to take an account of the prices at 
tlie markets, within the faid city, and return tlic average weekly to the perfon appointed to re- 
ceive the i'ame. 

The jullices for each county fliall caufe alfo a flandard Winebefler bufhcl of eight gallons to 
be kept at every market town, from whence luch returns fliail be made; and fuch returns lhall 
be the average prices by the cuflomary mcafurc of each refpeftive market; and alfo i)Y that 
M'inchefler bufhcl. 

“ By this aft, the Lord High Trealurer is empowered to appoint a fit perfon to receive tlic 
returns at the Treafury, and to enter them fairly in a book kept for that pnrpofe ; and all ex- 
ports a*nd imports of grain from and into (Teat Britain, witli the bouurits paid and received 
tlicrcon, to be tianfmilted annually to the fame perfon, and regillercd in proper hooks by the 
perfon appointed to receive the returns of the prices from the fevcral counties. It was eaaft- 
cd to continue in force for feven yTars.’* 

To explain and amend fevcral afts, for providing a public reward for difcovciing the lon- 
gitude at fca. 

A bill to prevent delays of juflicc, by rcafon of privilege of Parliament* 

T hough this bill appears, at the frft view, to be a mere praftical alteration in law proc: f , 
a little further examination will difeover it, in its confcquenccs, to operate very powerfully as a 
commercial advantage, and on that account w’e fliall give a Ihort abhraft of it, 

“ It is thereby cnafted, that from the 24th of June in this year, any perfon may, at ajiy 
time, commence or profecute any aftion or iuit, in any court of record, or court of admiralty, 
and in all caufes matrimonial and teftamentary, againft any Peer or Lord of l^arlianicni ct 
Great Britain, or againft any of the knights, citizens and burgelTes, and the comm iiriv^ucrs 
for fhircs and burghs of the Houfc of Commons of Great Britain, or againft tlicir mt I’l il 
other fervants, or any other perfon entitled to the privilege of the Parliament of (ircat Ihiu.. . ; 
and no fuch aftion, fuir, or any other procefs or proceeding thereupon, fliall at any time 1 e 
imjK'ached, ftayed, or delayed, by or under colour or pretence of any privilege of Jhrrliamei:t . 

“ It is nevertheiefs provided, that nothing in this aft fliall extend to fuhjcft the perion <>1 
any Lord or Member of Parliament to be arrefted or impiifoncd upon any fuch fuit or 
cceding: by this aft, however, obedience may be enforced to any rule of bis Majefty’s 
againit any perfon entitled to privilege of Parliament, by diftvefs infinite; and the ilTucs 
avifing from fuchdiftrefs may be fold, ftom time to time, for the payment of the plaiatifL:^ 
cofts, 

A bill for the better regulating perfons employed in the fcrvice of the Eaft India Company. 

io 
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North Ladies Walk, 


For coniplcating flic navigation of the river Swale, from its junftion witli the Urc to Mer- 
ton bridge, in Yorkfliiic. 

For making a navigable canal from Leeds to the fca bank, near the 
by Liverpool, 

F or extending the like liberty to the exportation of vice from F'ait and Weft Florida, to the 
foiithvvard of Cape Finifterre, in F^iir^ope, as is granted to Carolina and Georgia. 

To continue an aft for allowing the free impoitation of hilled provifuuis iroui Ireland, and 
troni the American colonies, for a further limited rme. 

Sup PUTS granted by Parliament for the yern* 1770. 

For 17,666 land forces, «^c, — ^ _ 

I or maintaining ganirons in the Piantatloiis, Gibraltar, See. 

F or the ditFcrcncc of pay between the Ihitiih and Irilh eftablilhmcnt of 

five battalions, See. — — — 

For the pay of ilie general and AafF officers, — 

i 0,1- del laying ilie charge of full pay tor oiic year, for certain reduced 

I 'or tlic pc nf oils payable to v\idows of certain reduced othcer-, 

On account oi the rcvluecd olilcers of liL Majcfiy's land forces and 
nuiriiu-S fir the year 1770, — — — 

For allowances to certain ofheer: and gcntlcnicti of the two reduced 
troops of liorfe guards, See. — — — 

F or the charge of the ofhee of ordnance for tiic land fein ice 
i or defraying the cxpcncc of few ice perfonned i)y the office of ordnance; 
for land jer\lec, not provided tor by Pciilianicnt in 1 yhy — 

F^or 16,000 feaincn, See. — — — 

For the ordinary of tlic navy, — — 

'J'ovvards building, repairing, tS:c. of ihips, See. — 

Towards the extract diiiarics of his IVlajelly’s land forces, &c. not pro- 
vided for by Pailiamcnt, — — — 

Towards the charge of Chelfca out-penfioners, — 

On account of the civil cflablilhmcnt ot Weil Florida, ^x. 
l-)itto of F".ail F lorida, <\c. — — — 

Ditto ol Cireorgia, he, — — — 

Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — 

On account of general furvevs in North America, — 

On account of tlic civil government of Senegambia, he, — 

For paying off certain t^xchequer bills, * — — 

To the African Company, for maintaining forts, he. on the coall of 
Africa, — — — — — 

Towards afllAing the inhabitants of Rar]>ac!oes in clehaying the expence 
of cleanfuig the channel, repairing the mole, and lendcring the ha.rhv?ur 
more lafe and commodious, — — — 


£■ 

r. 

d. 

624,992 

0 

0 

383,248 

1 

iil- 

4 . 583 

12 

8 

12,CC3 

18 

61 

4.513 

! 6 

8 

664 

0 

0 

123.^33 

2 

6 

i‘,289 

I 

3 

165,984 

1 I 

S 

43,933 

TO 

8 

832,000 

0 

0 

406,380 


j I 

283,687 

0 

0 

n 2 c 6 < 

- ^ 1- 

I 0 

9I 

1 1 2,423 

4 

7 

4. 800 

0 

0 

4 * r 

0 

0 

3,080 

0 

O'? 


0 

S 


4 - 


4 - S’ S'-" 

0 

0 

,Soo,ocj 

0 

0 

13,0:0 

0 

0 


To make good to his MajcAv the like iuin wfiiv ti has been idiK\ 
purfuance of addrefTcs of the Houfc of Communs, — 


in 




I?, I CO o 




-oi 


Carried over, 
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Brought over, 5,087,761 9 6 

'fo the Rritifh IMufeum, *— — — 2,000 O o 

For a more commodious paffiigc to the Houfc of Commons, 2,coo O O 

f)n account, to enable his IVjajelly to difeharge tlic debts owing upon 
iii\ Ibi fe lted cflntcs in Scotland ; and alfo for and dilcharging the 

pi ces agvecd to be paid to the Lords Snpciiors, for the purchafe of the 
fupci ioi ities of, and likcwifc for their claims of property to, certain fpe- 
ciiicd t dates which were forfeited in that kingdom, — 72,000 O O 

I'o replace to the hiikiiig fund the like fum paid out of the fame, to 
make gocxl cc! tain deficiencies, &c. — — — 46,463 12 8 

d o make good the deficiency of the grants for the year 1769, 55 »^^ ^ 7 Sl“ 

To difeharge certain unfuisiicd claims and demands incurred during 
the late vvAr in (iermany, ice* — — , — 4S»565 12 c 

To the Levant Company, to aluft the faiJ company in carrying on 
their trade, — — — — 5,000 o o 

On account, to the Foundling Hofpital, — — 9,650 o o 

'To enable tiic faid hofpital to apprentice certain children, &:c. ^ ^ 

To enable his Majedy to redeem and pay olF the capital ftock of certain 
r.niiuitics, — — — — 1,500,000 o o 

'Fo p^^y the benefit prizes of the lottery charged upon the fupplies of 
the current year, — — — — 500,000 o o 

On account of making roads and building bridges in the Highlands of 
Js'oitli Britain, — — — — 6,998 10 2 

Towards difeharging the dcl)t of the navv, — 100,000 o o 

To enable his Majefty to make compenfation to Francis Dalby, of 
London, merchant, for the damages wliicli the faid Francis Dalby futTcr- 
cd by the iloppage and lofs of Jiis ihip called the Britannia, at Mahon, 
by order of the late Admiral Matthew^s, and by the ufe, employment and 
detainer of his Blip called the Francis, by order of the commanders of 
his Majefty’s Beet?, — -- — — 6,195 8 11 

To enable liis Majefty to make good the like fum which has been paid 
to fevcral perfons in the county of Southampton, as a compenfation for 
certain loflcs and expcnccs incurred, purfuant to fevera! orders of council, 
for preventing the fpreadingof the diftemper among the horned cattle, 796 7 6 

To John ilatfcll, Efq. clerk of the Houfe of Commons, towards de- 
fraying the expence of printing the journals of the Houfc, — 600 o o 

To be advanced to fuch perfon, or perfons, as the Speaker of this 
Houfc fliail authorize to receive the fame, towards defraying tlic expence 
td making a genera] index to the journals of this Houfe, — 5C0 o o 

1‘owards defraying the expence of printing 1,250 C(;pies, of fuch par- 
iiamcatary and other records as his Majefty Biall think fir, - 6,000 o o 


Total of fupplies, 


7,450,042 8 3 
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1770 Ways and Means for railing the foregoing fupplie?, 

Duty on malt, &c, — — . 700,000 o o 

I^and tax, — — — — 1,59,8,560 ii ii ; 

■ Exchequer hills, — — — 1,800,000 o o 

From the certain furplulfcs oftlic finking fund, he, — •-69»375 

From the Eafl India Company ^ — — 400,000 o o 

For the ipcclficcl furplus of the linking fund, remaining in the Excl'C- 
quer, for the ciifpofilion of Pai iiament, — — 773,14.0 16 c.: 

I'roni a furplus, over and above the laid furplus, of the finking fund, 13,5 ;6 5 10; 

Fy a lottery, — — — — 500,000 o o 

I'rom tlie finking fund, — — — 1,700,000 o o 

By a balance remaining in the office of the paymaficr-gcncral, he, * 5S>495 
f rom the duties, directed to be referved for the difpofition of Par- 


Lamenr, towards protefting and defending the Britilh colonics, he, 20,000 o o 

By t!ic final balance of the Farl of Kiimoul, formerly paymatfer of his 


Rlajcfly’s forces, Xc. — — 

— 

3^948 3 

7 

7 'ofa! Ways and Means, 


7,794,224 u, 

81: 

• 

T'otal Su]>pjies, — 

— 

7,450,042 8 

0 

Kxcefs of Provillons, 


344,182 11 

55 - 


7 ‘hc charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia of England, for one year, beginning 
(lie ?5th of March, 1770, was ordered to I)c defrayed out of the monies arifing by tlic iand-t\K 
granted lor the Icrvicc oi the f.iiJ year. 

An account of additional duties, regulations, bounties, fee* in the courfc of this year : — 

Tlie bounties gjnntcd on Ilnti/h and Irilli linens exported, by an aft made in the 29th of 
his late Maiclly, were coiuinued ; — And the duties on the im}>ortation of foreign raw iinen*' 
yarn, which aie taken off by the fa id aft, were furtiicr dilbontlnucd. — A bount) was ajfo 
allowed on the exportation of jhiiiffi chequed and llripcd linens : and the luiii ol 15,000!. 
r:r:mtca in' an aft [Xillld in the 7th of his prefent iMaje 11 ;\, entitled, ‘‘ An Aft tor gianting to 
liis M licily add.illonal Duties on certain foreign 1/mcns iinporr:d into this Kingdom, and tor 
cfuiblilhing a I'mul for the encouraging of tlie laifmg and dreifirig of Hemp and Flax,’' was 
voted to be appropriated. 

'The duties pavablc upon the importation into this kingdom of l)aft or flraw, chip, cane, or 
hoi (V- hair hats an 1 bonnet;, and upon certain materials for making the lame, cealed and 
deteinhncd : and, in li.u of all former duties, any of th’/ie aiticlos, which, after the 24th of 
fiine, 1770, ihr^ulJ be imported into this kingdom, were to pay tl:e old lublidy, granted by 
the aft ol tonntiy^- and p-oundage, made in tlie I2rh oi Charles 11 . alccr i)ic rate of 12s, 6d. per 
du/cn ; eacli liat or bonnet not exceeding 22 inches diameter; and il. 5s. per dozen, of luck 
hats, -S.C. as Ihould exceed 2.1 inches diameter.— And, in lieu of nil former duties, all platting, 
or other manufaftures ol the afoicfaid Hiatciials, ])ropcr for making of hats or bonnets, which, 
after the 241]) of June, 177c, ihould be imporred into this kingdom, were to pay the faid old 
iubfidy, after the Kite of 0;. 8d. for every pound weight avoirdupois. 
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[MVORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas iy6g, 

C:u Hirie r. ImJ-orts. 

£. s. d. 

68,449 1.8 7 

1 o, 6 56 8 () 

76.898 17 2 

i75-59‘-i 15 


Afiicii^ — 

Can a lies, — 

1 )Lmiiiirk and Norway, 
Kad Country, — 

Kad India, — 

I'ianders, — 

fVance, 

Cermany, — 

Circcniand, — 

Holland, — 

Ireland, • — 

Itaiv, 

Aladeiras, — 

Portugal, — 

RuiTja, — 

Spain, . — 

Scitigliis, — 

Svvcdc/i, — 

Turkey, — 

Venice, — 

Alderney, — 

C.juen\fey, — 

Jcrlcy, — 

Canada, — 

Carolina, — 

Cape Breton, — 

Florida, — 

Georgia, — 

Hiidlbn^s Bay, 

New England, 

N c w fo u n d 1 a n d , 

New Providence, 

New York, — 

Nova Scotia, — 

Pennfylvania, — 

Virginia and Maryland, 
Anguilla, — 

Antigua, — 

Barbadocs, — 

Bermudas, — 

Dominica, — 

Grenada, ~ 

Jamaica, — 

Montferrat, — 

Nevis, — 

St. Croix, — 

St. Chriflophcr’s, 

St. Euftatia, — 

St. Vincent, 

I'ohago, — 

Tortola, _ 


1,941,627 

4 

0 

1 13,860 

1 1 

/ 

,^’5.975 

19 

1 1 

684,463 

S 

1 X 

22,626 

6 

I 

352.J.1? 

.6 

4 

1,214,398 

4 

5 

*^ 15’944 


2 

4.93s 

12 

6 

329,663 

0 

4 

1,046,7 lO 

5 

I i 

505,267 

*3 

2. 

7,083 

I i 

5 

136,616 

6 

0 

1 64,366 

3 

6 

82,96 

^9 

7 

38 

10 

0 

= 7.735 

18 

8 

19,768 

5 

9 

40,703 

6 

7 

278,907 

14 

0 

197 

4 

4 

3.6SS 

6 

0 

55.532 

1 

5 

10.715 

0 

7 

148,01 T 

^4 

9 

45*108 

1 1 

0 

6, 287 

1 1 

10 

69,882 

10 

5 

7,324 

7 

4 

2h, i09 

5 

1 X 

435*094 

9 

7 

167 

17 

1 1 

349,102 

1 

8 

=8.3,455 

^9 

I 

136,152 

18 

7 

433.421 

12 

1 

,274,807 

J 3 

6 

8.3.947 

9 

I 


97,152 19 5 

21,386 12 9 

324,287 7 8 

47^1 iS ir 
81,965 18 3 

2,323 II 10 
43*230 4 4 

87,256 19 2 

12,216937 14 3 


to CiraisTM A s T770. 

h,\j>'yrts. 



i'. 

n 

b 

0 

0.1 

6 

9 

4* .352 

I I 

10 

167,2.57 

4 

1 1 

80,329 

0 

8 

1,082,030 

8 

10 

6 78,286 

i 2 

I 

1 56, 509 

6 

7 

1.272,569 

0 

4 

29 

6 

4 

i.7W)..333 

30 

0 

2, I 25,466 

12 

8 


7 5'''3^’S II .8 
26,500 15 3 


534*708 

19 

I 

145*743 

6 

9 

887.099 

1 

4 

148,8 13 

iS 

3 

8 


3 

2. >,03.* 


S 


5 

4 

992 

9 

8 

26,656 

14 

r* 

24,959 

j 

7 

231.620 

6 

6 

146,2-3 

J 7 

0 

.39.857 

1 2 

1 z 

56.193 

16 

7 

4.623 

2 

1 

394.451 

7 

5 

91,058 

0 

0 

6,060 

7 

7 

475.991 

1 2 

0 

45.09= 

4 

10 

134,881 


5 

717.782 

*7 

3 

"2.533 
203, 568 

2 

0 

9 

8 

9,705 

*5 

6 

34.209 

7 

10 

136.792 

1 2 

8 

558,219 

10 

6 

19.297 

16 

5 

17,307 

10 

3 

I ,069 

5 

3 

96,834 

10 

I 

42,821 

NS 

1 1 

19,123 

4 

9 

16,985 

12 

9 

9.115 

I 

9 


14,266,653 17 5 
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SpaniftxWeil Indies, Honduras Bay, 
Totals, 


Exports exceed the Imports, 


2>049,7i6 3 2 



OF T H JE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. I4J 

A. 

1770 The number of ebriftenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, &c. from 
December 12, 1769, to December 1 1, 1770, is as follows : 

ChriftenecI, males 8,761 Buried, males 11,210 

■ — — females 8,348 females 11,224 


17^1 eg 22,434 

At York, there were in this year, chriflenings, 517; burials, 429; marriage?, 17-, 

At Baris,— births, 19,549 i tleatlis, 18,719; marriages, 4,775; foundlings received into 
the liofpitals, 6,918. 

1771 As our difierence with the court of Spain, relative to b alkland’s Idands, forms a very im- 
portant part of the bufmels ot t’his year, it becomes us to give fume account of the fub» 
jeft of it. 

'bhofe iflands called by us Falkland’s, and by the French, the Maloiiines, lie in about 51. J 
degrees of fouthern latitude, and about 100 leagues on this lide of the Streights of Magellan. 
They wciefirft difeovered m tlie year 1592, by Captain Davies, who was in too great diftrefs 
at the time, to make any particular ol>{brvations on them ; nor did he even give them a name; 
which was referved for Sir Richard Hawkins, who, about two years after, again dircovcrcd 
tlicm, and, in honour of liis miftrefs, as well *as to peipctuate his own name, Cvallcd them 
Hawkins’s Maiden Land. They we re afterwards diicovered by the Dutch, who gave them 
the name of the Scbakline Iflands. I'o one Strong, who fell in with them i.n tlie uign of 
King M illiani, llicv owe their prefent Kirglilh appellation, and from feme Ihips belonging to 
Si, Maloes, who vihted them, they received the name of the Maloulncs, which h:i? alio been 
adopted by the SjjaiiiarJs. 

Lord Anfou’s vovage fiifl (hewed the great advantage that would be produced to this nation 
in lime of war, to have a f ricndlv port and place of ixfrclhmcnt, conliderably mv)ic to the 
fouth, and much nearer Cape Horn tiian the Brazil.-.. Ikdides the jealoufy, and the general 
imfi icndly bidjaviour of tlie i^ortuguefe. in that cjuartcr, tiiC voy»agc from thence to tlie South 
Seas is of fo great a length, that tlie vigour and health of the men, as well as tlieir water and 
other provifions, mull be greatly cxhaullcd before they arrive at the fccnc of aftion ; to which 
may he added, that the fnips become foul and out e‘f condition fioin fuch a coniinued Itrctch 
of navigation. .Anotlier icalun, equally material with the preceding ones, was the ccrtaiiitv 
that the Spaniards would be well informed by the Bortug icfc ot the flrcugili, condition, and 
deflination of any licet long licforc its defign could be put in cxcculion. 

'J’his feheme of l.oid Anion, rlien Firft Loid of the y\dnhralty, was on the point orbiing 
adopted, very Icon after llie peace of 1748, but the comt of hpam gaining intelligence of 
tlie projeft before It could be carried into execution, made luch ifrong reprcleniations againft 
h both here and at Madrid, that it was then laid aliilc, anci continued in a dormant flatc, till 
it was again revived Iv/ the Fail of Fgmonl, when he prchded at the head of the Acliiiiraity : 
Commodore Byron was r!it 11 fern, out to renew the ddigns of Lojd Anion, and in the be- 
ginning of the \car 1765 look poirdiioii of 1 alklaiufs i hands in the mime of his Britannic 
Majefty. 

About the fame time, or, perliaps, ral’ner previous to it, Monheur dc Bougainville failed 
from St. Malocs on a vovage of dileoverv. and arri\ing ?l faikiand’s iflands, built a fmall fort 
and formed an cAabliibmciit thcrcv which about two yeans alter was ceded to Spain, audits 


name 
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1771 name changed from Port Louis to Port Solidad. The Britilh fetilcmcnt cnlled Port Egmont, 
was iixed on a finail illand adjoining to the greater and nioh \veftern of tlic two conlidcrabic 
ii!a/nls, and Port SoIitimJ, on the cafterii and ieficr of the princi[>al ifiands. 

It (iocs not appear tliat either of the fettlcnieiUs on thefc inlands knew of tlic other*, hut 
ho\ve\cr that might be, we find that in the year 1769, we had a fiigaie and a Poo}* upon that 
ilalion, and Captain Hunt, of the Farmer frigate, being on a cruize off the iilands, feJI in 
with a ^'j'anilh fchooner belonging to Port Solidad, taking a furvey of them, the captain of 
V, liich, nceording to liis orders, he warned to depart from that coaft, as belonging to his Bri- 
taniftc Mcijcfly. The fchooner, however, returned in two days, and brought on board a 
Spnniih olhccr witli letters and a prefent fioin j)on Phillip Rue/. Puenta, (iovernor of Port 
Soiidad. in thefc lettcis, which were wiitten in terms of great civility, the governor afiefted 
imt to indieva tlje account he had received from the captain of the fchooner, but atti li)utcd the 
linglilii frigate being in thofe Teas to chance or diflrefs ot wclithcr i but if it fhoidd be other- 
whe, he reminded Captain iluntof the violation of treaties, averted Ifi ; mailer'.; dominion, 
and waincd him to depart. Captain Hunt, in anlwer, rdlcrtcd the foie dominio!t of his l>ii. 
t.iunic Majetly, and warned the Spanifli Governor, in his turn, to ([uit the iilands. 'i'his 
tNpianaiion produced tiiofc coalcqucnccs, which occaiioi^icd his Majeflv in tlic ij)eech fre^m 
tjjc throne, at llic opening oftlic rdfioiis, to inform Parlian.cnt, lluit lire C:iovcritor (d Buenos 
Avres had fei/.ed I'V lorcc a polFcnioii oPthc Britilh crowrr, and that preparations w ere making 
to fuflain the national vight?, and to revenge the national honour. A ncgociation between 
the two^crowns, howc\'er, took place on t.lic occafion, and aiur much mil’unJcrllanding and 
difculTion between the Alinifteis of tlic two Courts, the matter in difpnte, w*hich, trifling .is 
it was, might have involved Europe iu war, was finally fettled, according to the tcnoi of the 
Jbllowing papers. 

'flic declataticn fgned and delivered by Ih’incc clc IVIafcrano, amlaffador extraordinary 
from his Catholic Majelly, dated January 

‘‘ Ills ihitannic IMaieflv having complained of tlic violence wliich was committed on tlic 
rut!) of June, 1770, at the iiland commonly called the Great Maloiiinc, and by riic Englilli, 
l alklund’s Illand, in obliging, by force, the commander and lubjc£ls ot his Biitanific Maidiv, 
to evacuate the p'(nr, bv tlicm called I'grnoat ; a Ilep offcafivc to the honour of his crown ; — 
the Ihince uc MaRrano, ambaiFacior extraordinary of liis Catholic MnieRy, has received orders 
to declare, and dv'clarcs, that h\s Catholic Msiiefly, co!\fidcring tire delirc with which lie is 
animated for }»eacc, and for the maintenrnce of good hannonv with his Biitannic alaieily, 
and refictffiiig tiiat this c^c:lL miglu iincirupt it, has iccu witli diipk alhrc this expedition lend- 
ing to diFtuil) it; and in the perfuaf on in which lie is, of tlic reeiprccily offentiments oi’id.- 
Ihiunnic Majeliy ; and of Its being far from Ins intention to authorize any thing that might 
difiurb the good underilanding between the two courts ; his Catliolic Majcfly docs dii'avow the 
faid violent enterprize; and in confc^ucncc, the Jhince dc Maferano declares, tliat In'; Cxi- 
thoiic Maiedy engages to gi\c immediate ordet 'g tliat things lhail l)e reftored in the (heat 
Maiouinc, at the port called Egrnont, preciicly to llic llatc in which they were hcfoic the lolli 
of June, 1770 : for v. Inch puipofc his Catholic Majcfly will give orders to one of Ins oificcis, 
to dcrncrup to the officer, authorized by his Britannic Maj.-ily, the port and fort called Eg- 
mont', with all the artillery, {lores and effefts of his Britannic Majefiy, and his fuhjcfls which 
were at that place, tJit day above-named ; agreeable to the ijivcntory which has been iiia<lc 
of tlicmf ' 
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1771 ‘‘I Ijc Prince cle Mafciano declares at the faiiic time, in the name of the King Ins m.juo, 

t!>nt the engagement of his faid Catholic Majefty, to reftore to his Britannic Mr.jcily, the pof-- 
Itifion of the foit and port called F.gmont, cannot, nor oiipht, anv v/ilb, to a/Tect th.c (]ucf- 
tion of the piior right of fovercignty of the Malouinc jHands, otlierwite cahed ]■ all: land's 
iilamls* [n witnefs wlicieof, I, the underwritten, ambailador cxtiaf’rdiinuv, I^avc fi 'aicd t]j'; 
prclcnt declaration with my ufuai figyraturc, and caufed it to he fcaied with our arm^, Lou* 
don, the 22d day of Janeai y, 1771. 

“ (Signed) Le Pimtcce de Masp.ran’o, (L. S.)” 

Idle Earl of Rochford’s accc]>tancc, dated rlic 22d day of January, 1771, of the ihince de 
Maferano's dcclaiatifui of the fame date. 

“ Ills Catholic Majelly having aiirlmrilcd the Ihince de Maferano, his amharHuior ecvtrao:- 
diiKiry, to offer, in his IMajeily’s name, to the King of Circat Britain, a *fatjsraci ion for rlie 
injury done to his Britannic Mujefty, hy dilyoiTcning him of the port and foit of Fguioni , 
and the faid ainhafnidor having this cl -y figncd a decLratirm, wdiic’a he has icilly denve ed to 
me, cNpia fling therein, tfial iiis C'athoiic Majeily, being dcliroLs to rciloic ilsc good ham; ;iy 
;iikWi iendililp which i)cforc lubiillcd between tlie two crowns, doe:-, dhavow tlie c:\pedilioii 
agr.nif: I’ort Lgmont, in wliich force ha^s been ulhd ngainfi his Britannic ?\]aicffv's poffjiions, 
coinninndcr, and liilncv^s ; and docs alfo engage, tluit all things ihali be immediately rcilorcd 
to the prcciie htualion in wlhi-sdi they i^ooJ before tiic lOth of June, 1770. And that hi^ Ca- 
tl.iuiic Majciiy lliall gisc nrdcis, in confi guence, to one of his olliecrs, to deliver up to tlie c;f- 
licer, sutlioi !//.:d by his llritanirlc Majeliy, the poitand fort of Port Egmont, aMo all lii:s 
Britannic MaiCrv’s artiileiNg lloro:i, and eiUdls, rii. well as tliofe of liis lubiecls, acc 'iding to 
tlic inventory which has Ijccn made of them. /\ik 1 ilio iaid arnlvUfuior h:i\ l:ig ntoreover en- 
gaged, in his Catlioiic MajeOyhs name, that what i ^ contai : ‘d in the fdd dcclaia* ion* iliall 0: 
carried into cflccf hy bl * fai-J C atholic M; i' fi . ; a:;d that diipi: calcs of his Catholic MsJjf. > s 
<»rJers To tils olliccis fled] be- deiivereti into tiie h niJs cd' one of* his Jhitannic i\IaK,ri;’o prin- 
cipal i'ceseta: ie^ of ’hate wiiliin lix weeks: hi: frud Ih it:innic iMajcfiv, in order to Jlnw tire 
iamc fricndlv dihac.ntions on his has autliorifed me to declaie, tiiat he will lo k u*pon the 

iaid declatation cf Prince de Maferano, t(>e, ether witli tlic full perfoimancc of the faid engage- 
merit, on the part o! his hhiihohc Mauliv, as a lari, faction l\>v the iniury cloiiC to the crown 
of k/rcat Ihiia.in. In w itnefs whereof, 1, underw-ritten, one ot his ih iianinc Ma)ed\ ’s ]nin- 
cipnl h.cretaric.> offtntc, ha\ c iVgnLd iheib pieiVnts witii mv uiu.d hgnatuic, and c:u:h J ihciu to 
])c Icalcd with our arms. London, the ?:A day of Jimuar';’, 1771. 

“ (Signed.) Korn FORD, (I.. S.'r’ 

His Catholic Majehv’s orders, fignitied by the Balio I lay ].)on Julian de Ariiag:{, to i )on 
Phili]) Rvk 7. ILicnte, elated l^ardo, 7lh of I ebmary, 1771. 

“ It bein'^' acreed between the Kinr and his Biitannir .Majr'Ilv, l^v a convention hgned at 
T^ondon on the 22d of January lafl paft, by tlie Ihincc de Malerwno and the Karl of Roehford, 
tliat the CL'eat Maionlnc, called bv the Icngiiili I .■Iklanu s lifnivi, jiiould he innneefiately ie> 
placed in the prccilc fituation in whicli it was b;ioie it was CvvicuaieJ by them on tl.e -.n 

june lad year; I hgnify to you, by the ivinefs ruvhrs, tlual :is l')e»!> ihc peiimi conimhncn- 
cd by the couit ot London lliail pielcnt Inmleii to nou with tins, vr)u oiv.ev lb*c di^nvciv ct me 
port de la Crui/.ada or F.gniont, and its fort and dependencies, to be edeeJed ; as ah.o tl :it o{ 
all the artillcrv, nmmnnifion, and eliecis, tin t weic tnuini tiu'ie, oelonging to Ins Bm^nme 
Majehy and his fnij' fL;, accouling fo the inYLirorim jieiwd by (Jeorge Fauner :md '.Vif ;,;m 
Voc. \\\ *r 
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177J Mal^by, Efcjrs. on the ilth of July of the faid year, at the time of their quitting the fame, of 
which 1 fend you the enclofed copies, authenticated under niy luuul ; and that as foon as the 
one and the other ihall be eflefted, with the due f'orm ditiec, you caufc to retire immediately 
the officer, and other fubjefts of the King, uhich may be there. God picfervc you many 
years. (Sigiicd) 

“ Pardo i February i Fie Puil'ic rvuy Drfi ^Julian dc Arrlaga% 

‘‘ To Don Philip Pm:* Puvnle/’ 

Coniniodorc Bvron rt])U'fcntcJ tiieu* iilands in a\cry iav-otirahle pennt of view ; this account 
is conlinned hy the French, who fpcak highly of tlx chin: re, foil, tXc. Put the Britifh officer 
who fiiccccchd Tvlr. Byron giecs a very dilFercnt liiilory, in which he is fccondcd by Mr. 
'I'homas Falkncr, an Englifh Jefuit of Buenos Ayies, who, on account of his geographical 
knowledge, vtas fent to make a chart of the fca coall from the river of Plata to the iMagclIanic 
»StreigIits, and in this voyage was for feme time on tlielc iilands. He fpcaks of tlicrii as pof- 
feiTing no one interior circumftance, to induce any n:ition.lo form a colony on them. Thefe 
latter accountsarc more fully juftificd by the couviuct of Great Britain, who has fince filcntly 
abandoned them. 

The apprehenfion, at this time, that a rupture mlglit take place between Circat Britain and 
the Houfe of Bourbon on account of the Falkland’s lllands, did not, perhaps, a little contri- 
bute to the intlexihility of the colonies, which fueincd ratlicr to incrcale, in proportion to the 
coiicclTions made by Ihiii lament to them. 

'flius^thcy continued to encourage their own manufaclurcs and to difcoiiragc thofc of (ireat 
Britain, as far as it was pra(iHcable in a country that could mn llourilh without importing a 
roniidcrablc number of the moft eOcutial articles rcqulfitc for the moil necellarv l)iaiu hcs of 
buflncfs, and could not procure them any where fo well made and on fuch advantageoms terms 
as from Great Britain. Nccelhty, therefore, comjxflcd them to relax, by degrees, tlic lefo- 
lutions of their former agreements of non-importation, fo that the general inteicourfe in com- 
Tucrcial matters proceeded in its ulual channel, without any matcrlrd interruption. 

But the political intcrcourfc was attended every where with violent dijrenrionr* ; governor^; 
we’ie civibroilcJ in continual difputcs with tlicir provincial allembdit s. At Boibnj, tliC rcfill- 
;,.ncc to tlie revenue officers had been accompanied witli great inhumanity ; and the Gencr:'.! 
Aili-rrffilyof Maffii<skufcts did not hdlnitc openly to notify to tlie governor, that they kiKvv 
no cufloms or levcnuc his Majefiy had a riglit to cftablilli there. 

Account of the cloths manufactured each year in the Weft Riding of the county of York, 
from 1749 to 1770; both inclulive. 


} 7 ais. 

Broad Cloths, 

Narrow Cloths. 

* ^cars . 

Broad Cloths, 

Kili rciv C. 

049 

6o,705t 

68,889 

i 7 60 

49,362: 

<^ 9.573 

050 

60, 4-^.7 i 

78,115 

1761 

48,944 

75 . 4 ">B 

1751 

60,964 


1762 

48,621 

72,946 

1752 

60,724 

72,442 

1763 

48,0381 

7 '>,09 6 

053 

55-358 

7 1,618 

1764 

54,916 

79 ;-:- 5^ 

054 

56,070; 

72,394 

1765 

54,660 

77 .-;i 9 

055 

57.125 

76,295 

1766 


78,893 

05 ^ 

33.590' 

79,318 

1767 

102,428 

78,8)9 

.057 

SS.777 

77.097 

1768 

90,036 

74 i 4 '*^o 

Cri 

00 

60,396 

66,396 

1769 

92,522 

87, 7(^2 


5J.877; 

^5.513 

1770 

93*074 

85.37^' 


Number 
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j 771 Number of broad cloths milled each year at the fcvcral fulling mills in the Wca Riding o: 
the county of York, from the commencement of the aft, viz. from June, 1725, to the jrTh 
of .March; nine months ; and of narrow cloths, from the comnunccmcnt of the act, w/.. 


from the ill of Auguft, 

3 ; 37^ to the 

aoth of laiiiury, i 

758, Luing 

llx uloatluo ar 

days, and from that time veailv. 


From June 1721; 



Ih 

A lii'rc 

To March 1726 

2 f ),()7 1 

3738 

2,404 

3 I..295 

1727 

2^.990 

'739 

43,086 


1728 

25,2231 

1740 

41,441 

58,62::. 

1729 

2 y.^>-i 3 ^ 

T7.i'I 

4 ^'- 3''*4 

6i,!fy6 

0.30 

3 '- 579 l. 

*• / -I *' 

44.954 

6.i,c24 

051 

.« 3 - 5''3 

1743 

4 5 1 ' 7 ^ 

. ‘ 63.5,:.; 

1732 

3 .v 7 f«: 

1744 

S 4/'2 7 i 

,■ 63,065 

'773 

3 )■/’ -0 

— 1745 

5^.453 

62,422 

' / .vl" 

3 '-'M 


5 ''.f ’37 

65,775 


3'>7-:-:-i 

' 7-7 

62,480 

68,374 

' 73 '* 

g'.eftjo 

1748 

60,765 

68,oSo 

'737 

4 ■,25b 

• 




A umV-cr of ynrJs (|h^:ccs IkIu;;; r.ow of uifForcrit cfl)ro;\d ;u;J narrow^ cloths made 

‘:‘i tlr: years ending at Ponlcfiaft icliion.., 1769 and 1770- 

2 Jin / . Urca:L . Nar rozi'i . 

17O9 2,771.607' 2,144,019 

3770 2, 717, 105 2,?55,625 

The following ftatc of the export linen artd linen yarn trade of Ireland, for ieventy ycars^ 
ilicws its vail iniprovcnicnt within tliat ])criod. 


-7 L'lhW 

') //. 

Limn. 

Lit a ! 

1701 

39,000 

I..,, CCD 

en 

OJ 

b 

0 

0 

1711 

> ■ or 

70.00'j 

1 2 ?, 0 CD 

1721 

88,000 

1 26,000 

2 1 .;.,000 

' 73 ' 

84,000 

220,000 

3o«j,ooa 

' 74 ' 

129,000 

480,00a 

509,000 

1751 

142,000 

751,000 

893,000 

1761 

238>999 

803,000 

3,041,999 

1771 

204,000 

1,693,000 

1,895,000 


It appears by the export entries at the cuftom-houfe at Did !in, wh.crv::* 
taken, that the linen trade alone has rlccrcafod 5,000,000 ol ci tlio invoice value 

350,0001. in the year 1772 ; and by the bell cfliinatc tlial c<H;ldi !^e hninod ol the exports i\uh\ 
March 1772 to March 1773, they were fuppofed to liavc ; urilr. r decrcafcd onC'*tlurd, whu ;i 
would bring them under 900,000!. fo that the cxpoits of linen and yarn tahea together, v/;U 
fall Ihort of i,ioo,oooi little more than one half o( lh.n‘ amount in the year 1771 

T 2 'ri;o 
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1771 The following is an account of the total quantities of Britifli and Irifli linens exported from 
England, from the commencement of the bounty to Januafy 1772, diftinguifliing the quan- 
tities and bounties paid each year. 



Brttijh Linens, 

Irijh Linens, 

Bounties 

Tai 

Years. 

YarJs. 

, Lards, 

or Taya 

He, 

043 

52.779 

'40,907 

383 

10 

8 

044 

49.52* 

28,255 

3 ” 

7 

9 

045 

56,240 

101,028 

747 

17 

6 

046 

175.928 

695,002 

4,1 88 

10 

9 

047 

238,014 

595’^17 

4.290 

12 

0 

1748 

330.747 

723., 663 

5.594 

1 

10 

049 

414,834 

965,897 • 

8,615 

1 

4 

050 

588,874 

742,032 

8,308 

16 

8 

05 * 


854,490 

8,617 

8 

2 

05 ^ 

437.277 

968,319 

8,775 

13 

10 

*753 

641,510 

1,039.967 

10,058 

16 

5 

*754 

1,382,796 

843.973 

13,905 

7 

II 

*755 

41.367 

51,040 

S 71 

II 

0 

*756 

394.746 

719.13s 

6,932 

1 1 

8 

037 

1,016,754 

2.055.575 

18,847 

3 

8 

1758 

1,942,667 

2,171.109 

25,690 

IS 

4 

*759 

1,693,087 

1.956,572 

22,807 

11 

I 

1760 

1,413,602 

2.352.585 

23,538 

13 

I 

1761 

1,272,985 

1,819,329 

19.324 

II 

ry 

0 

3762 

1,762,643 

2,930,476 

29.331 

19 

10 

1763 

2,308,310 

2,588,564 

30,604 

6 

9 

1764 

2.134.733 

1,858, 780 

24,863 

9 

3 

\ 765 

2.095.933 

1,663,670 

23.497 

10 

4 

1766 

2,236,086 

1,770.634 

25,042 

0 

0 

1767 

2,444,181 

2,227,124 

29,182 

6 

] I 

176S 

2,687,457 

2,270,160 

30,985 

2 

1 

1769 

3,056,950 

1,855,159 

30,699 

3 

5 

1770 

3,216,506 

2,707,482 

36,972 

i8 

4 

* 77 * 

4,411.040 

3,450,224 

44,738 

8 

10 


Extraft from the accounts of the linen flamped in the following years in Scotland, as attt fl- 
ed at the linen hall eftablilhcd by the Board of Truftecs at Edinburgh, jnflkulcd in the 
year 1727. 



Yards, 


1727 to 1728 

2,183,978 

103,312 

1747 to 1748 

6,661,788 

262,866 

*757 *0 1758 

9,764,408 

401,511 

1767 to 1768 

13.224.557 

637,346 
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An authentic account of tlie total quantities of foreign linens Imported into England in tb.c 
oliowing years, converted into Hrjtiih yards, and the duties paid thereon. 


I'ears 

Turds 18,827,8534- 

iC* 134.031 

14 

1 

— 1763 

26,634,851 

— 185,476 

19 

4 

— 1764 

28,092,2154. 

— 201,711 

3 

7 

— 1765 

, 25,497,7954. 

— 182,997 

0 

1 1 

— 1766 

25,624,1074- 

— 184,657 

I 

a 

1767 

21,054,411 

— 164,532 

8 

10 

■ — 176S 

23,112,349 

— 199,467 

0 

10 

1769 

25,431,1624- 

— 217,386 

9 

0 

— 1770 

27,101,3434- 

— 221,333 

8 

9 

— 1771 

28,243,1214 

— 230,951 

14 

2 


A fummary view of the judgment of different dealers in the different counties of Great Bri- 
tain, according to a number of years, rcfpcdling the proportionate decrcafe of oak timber. 


Per fans. 

Counties^ t<C, 

Tears, 

Uccreafe, 

Wood & Palmer 

Whitehaven, in the north. 

40 

Seven-eighths. 

Okil, 

Lancafhire, Chclhire, North M’^ales, 

50 

Tiirec-fouiths. 

C7alightly, 

Lancafli, Chclh. Shropfli. Staff. Wales, 

50 

Seven-tenths. 

Y oxal, 

Chefliirc, ^ 

30 

One-half. 

Walford, 

Shropfhirc, — 

3 ^ 

Four-fifths. 

Bridge, 

Caernarv. Denbigh fli. Merlon. Fliutfli. 

»S 

T wo -thirds. 

jMolVm, Efq. 

In Denbighfhire, advei tiled for falc. 

I 

One-third. 

James, 

Caermartbenfh. Pcmbrokclh. Cardiganlh, 

S'* 

Nine-tenths. 

Morgan, 

CacniKirthcnlhirc, 6cc. 

»3 

Seveii-eigliths 

.Lomax, 

B reek nockih ire, 

30 

'I'wo-rhirds. 

Aloorc, 

Worcefl. CBouccftcrJfli. Herefordflu Monm, ..'jo 

J-'otir-jifch'?. 

Smith, 

A\^o re c i\ e r /li i re , W ar w i ck fl li l e , 

40 

f'our-fihliS™ 

r 

Dcvoiilli. Dorfetth. Somcrfetlh. Cornwall 

, 40 

Four- lift iis . 

Rookc, 

Hants, Surry, Kent, Suffex, 

40 

Nine -tenths. 

Steele, 

The foulh parts, 

^0 to 50 

Sevcn'cightlrn 

Chittv, 

'i’imbcr counties in general, 

40 

N Inc-tcntlis. 

l^cai fly. 

Ellcx, Nc. 

M 

7 inee-touilhs 

Shields, 

Yorklhirc, — . 

40 

F our-fifths 

A V hire. 

Hamplhirc, 

40 

hi ee- fourths. 

.Morris, 

Surry, See. 

20 

Tiirec-fouillis. 

IMai tin. 

Newport, Greenock, Ayre, Dumfries, 

21 

No fupply. 

Miller, 

River Clyde, Port Glafgow, 

17 

No fupply. 

Palmer, 

Shropfli ire, Montgomery fli ire. 


Great confun'.ption. 

H. Williams, 

I-^e m b roke fl 1 ire, 

udlve'ayi 

Great dcflru^lion. 

W. Williatus, 

(Bamor. Monm. Glouccf. Heref. Shropfli. 

^5 

aim. Intirc deflruiElion. 

at thews, 

Briflol, — — 

10 

Not ^th of the choice. 

Andrews, 

Plymoutli, — — 

. 3 ^ 

Deer, very confidcrable 

Jiji d. 

London, ail round, — 


Very little remaining, 

GoJelfworth, 

General, — — in 19 

Price from 3I. to 4I. 5s. 

Mills, 

Surry, Kent, Suflcx, — 

40 

Almoll all taken down 

Sir J. Philips, 

Pcmbrokclh ire, — 


Aim. intiicly cut down 
An 
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1771 An account of the progrcffive incrcafc of the revenue of the poft-officc, for 200 year!?. 

In 1644,9 Mr, Edmund FrideauXi who was inland poll-mafter, was fuppofed to colled about 
5, cool, per annum. 

In 1654, the Parliament farmed thepofts to Mr. Manley, at io,00ol. 

3 n 1664, Daniel O'Neal^ Efq. farmed them at 21,500!. 

In 1674, they were let out at 43,0001, ^ 

111 1685, the grofs was eftimated at 65,000!. 

In 1688, thepofts amount was 76,318!. 

Ill 1697, it was, according to Dr. Davenant, 90,505!. 

In 1710, they were 111,461!. . 

In 1715, the grofs amount of the inland office came to 145,227!. 

In 2744, the, fame amounted to 198,226!. 

[But the total grofs amount of both inland and foreign offices, which can alone dc- 
monftratc the extent of our correfpondcncc, was that year 235,492!.] 

In 1764, the grofs amount was 432,0481. 

During the year 1771, the Dutch employed 120 lliips in the Greenland trade, which brought 
home 500 whales, and 14,320 barrels of oTl. — Three of their fhips caught 15 whales, and 
. foundered wdth tlicin. 

In the courfc of this year, 4,653 flilps tvcrc cleared at the cuftom-houfc, Ncwcaftlc ; of 
which 4,211 were coafters, and 442 for foreign parts; 

And^i,794 veffels entered the Texcl, 

The following are the only bills relating to trade and commerce which received the royal 
aflent in this fcffioii : — 

A bill to prevent counterfeiting the copper coin of the realm. 

For repairing, amending, and fupporting the feveral harbours and fea-ports in the iue 
of Man. 

For prohibiting the importation of foreign wrought ftlks and velvets, for a further limited 
time, and to prevent the unlawful combination of workmen employed in that tr^dc. 

For prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of live cattle, and frelh provifions. 

For continuing the bounty on the tonnage of fliippiag employed in the GreeaJand whale- 
fifliery. 

Supplies granted by Parliament for the year 1771 : 

Fpr 40,000 feamen, including 8,073 marines, — 2,080,000 o o 

For the ordinary of the navy, — — ~ 378*752 18 7 ♦ 

For building and repairs of fhips, 6cc. — — 423,747 o o 

For 23*432 effeftivc troops, — — .... 720,629 12 3 

For maintaining forces and garrifons in the plantations, Minorca, 

Gibraltar, &c. — — — 479>i7o i n ,; 

For defraying the difference between the Britifh and Irifli eftablifli- 
ments of certain troops, . — — — - 4>S33 12 8 

For the office of ordnance for the land fcrvicc, ~ 259,074 16 ii 

For the fer vices of ditto, for ditto, not provided for by Parliament, 
in 1770, ^ 3 S »443 ^ 7 


Carried over, ^•4*381,351 2 ni 
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Brought over, 

Towards enabling the coinniifllonerj to build a bridge acrofs the river 
Thames, from the city of Wdlminftcr to the oppofite fliorc, and to 

maintain the laid bridge, &cc, — — 

f'or the general and ftafl’-officers in ftrreat Biitain, 

For penfions to widows of certain reduced officers, 

On account of reduced officers of his Majefty’s forces, See. 

For allowances to the fcvcral officers and private gentlemen of the 

two reduced troops of horfe -guards, &c. — 

I'or one year’s full pay to certain reduced officers, 

On account of the civil cllabliffiment of Nova Scotia, 

Ditto of Georgia, — — — 

])itto of Eaft Florida, — — — 

Ditto of Well: Florida, — — — — 

For general furveys in North America, — ' — 

Towards extraordintirics of the army. See. — — 

On account of the out-pcnlioncrs of Chelfea Hofpitnl, — 

For paying off and difeharging certain Exchequer bills, &:c. 

To the Foundling HofpitaJ, — — — 

To ditto, ~ — — — 

Towards difeharging tlic debt of the navy, — — 

To replace to t!:c finking fund the like fum paid out of the fame, to 
make good certain deficiencies, — — — 

To make good to his IVlajcfty the like fum, iffued in purfuance of the 
addrclTes of the Houle of Commons, — — 

To make good the like fum paid to fevcral perfons, as compcnfatlons 
for certain Ioffes fuftalncd, ^c. — — — 

On account of the civil cftablifliment of Senegambia, — 

To the Levant Company, to affift them in carrying on their trade, 

For repairing, maintaining, See. the Britilh forts and fcttlcments on 

the coaft of Africa, * 

F'or the more efftilually repairing the fort of Cape Coaft Caftle, on 

the coaft, of Afiica, — — 

On account of new roads and liridges in the Highlands of North 
Britain, — — — — — 

To enable his Majefty to make good to the Eaft India Company the 
expcnces incurred by the faid Company in the expedition to Manilla, 

For reimburfing to the province of New Ilampfliire, their cxpences in 
funufliing provifions, &:c. to the troops raifed by them for his Majefty’s 
fcrvicc, for the campaign of 1756, — — 

Total of Supplies, 


:C- 

s. 

e/. 


2 

Hz' 

2,000 

0 

0 

1 1,^91 

8 

6F 

664 

0 

0 

117 , 858 

10 

0 

1.277 

IS 

S 

2,962 

11 

8 

5.796 

10 

5 

3,086 

0 

0 

4.350 

0 

0 

6,100 

0 

0 

1,885 

4 

0 

359.927 

0 

7 ? 

1 12,005 

0 

0 

1,800,000 

0 

# 

2,97,0 

0 

0 

'-a 

C 

0 

0 

0 

200,000 

0 

0 

35.0S5 

2 

1 1 

14.700 

0 

0 

799 

12 

2 

6,336 

0 

9 l' 

5,000 

0 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

6,928 

2 

0 

28,365 

IS 

8 

6,009 

^3 

3 


7,160,779 10 5 


Ways 
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Ways and Means for this year : — 
Malt-tax, — — 

The land-tax, (at 4s.) — 

By Exchequer bills, 

Lottery, — — 

From the finking fund, — 

From ditto, — — 

The furplus of grants for certain fervices, 
The Eaft India Company, — 

Out of fuch monies as have been gram 
Britifh colonies and plantations, — 

The furplus of the two-fevenths of the 
purpofes, — — 


Total of ways and means, 
Sup^ply granted, 

Excefs of provifions, 



5 . 

//♦ 

700,000 

0 

0 

2.037.854 

19 

1 1 

1,800,000 

0 

0 

200,000 

0 

0 

691.977 

7 

9 

1,650,000 

0 

0 

89,658 

16 

9i: 

400,000 

c 

0 

0 

20,000 

1 

0 

0 

30,291 

y 

11 

3 ^ 

?, 20,000 

I 

61- 

7,659,782 

n 


7,160,779 

10 

5 

£• 479.003 

6 

lol 


55* The charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia in England for one year, beginning 
March 25, 1771, was voted to be defrayed out of the monies arifing by the land tax, granted 
for the fervice of the year 1771. 

Additional duties, regulation bf duties, and bounties in this year. 

An additional number of hackney-coachcs were licenfcd, not to exceed 300 ; and the new 
licences were extended to all places within the cities of London and Wcftminflcr, and the 
limits of the weekly bills of mortality: and for which a rent of 5s. a week was charged, during 
the continuance of fuch licence. 

The term for the bounty on veffels built for the whlte-licrring-fiflicry expiring this year, it 
was voted to give a bounty of 30s. per ton to all veflcis, from 28 to 80 tons, which have been 
built fince the year 1760, or Ihould hereafter be built, for the purpofc of the white-herring 
filheries, and Ihould be aftually employed therein. 

A bounty was continued on the Ihips employed in the whale-fiflicry to Greenland, Davis’s 
Straits, and places adjacent, for a limited time : and after the expiration of the cxifting boua- 
tijes, 40s. per ton was granted on ail lliips employed in the faid fiflicry, for the term of five 
years ; 30s. per ton for a fccond term of five years ; and after the expiration of the feconcl 
term, a bounty of 20s. per ton for an additional five years, ending with the fertion of Far- 
liament. 

All the duties payable on account of the harbours of the Iflc of Man, were ordered to ceafe 
and determine ; and the following duties were fubftitnted in lieu thereof: — 

Three-halfpence per ton on all veffels, not being laden, or in ballaft, belonging to <iny 
his Majefty’s fulyefts, which ihall arrive or put into any of the harbours in the faid illaiul; 
and ad. for all foreign Ihips. 


A duty 
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A duty of 2d. per ton on all Britilh veflels, being laden, or having any cargo on board, 
whether they ihould break bulk, or deliver any part of their cargo, or not; and 3d, upon 
foreign ftiips. 

An additional duty of id. per ton upon all Britifli vefTcls which (hould be repaired in any 
of the harbours in the laid ifland ; and 2d. for all foreign fliips. 

An additional duty of 2d. per ton oh all foreign vclfcls which fhould break bulk, and deliver 
any part of their cargo. 

A duty of 2S. 6d. upon every foreign fliip anchoring in any of the bays of the faid ifl ind. 

A duty of 2s. 6d. per ton upon all Ipiiits ; is. 6d. per hogfhead upon tobacco; 2s. per hun- 
dred-weight upon teas; is, per hundred-weight upon coffee; and 2s. 6d. per tun upon all 
wines, imported into the faid iflanrj 

A duty of 2d. per chaldron was alfo laid upon all coals imported into the'faid iflaiid, to be 
reckoned according to the cocket at the port of exportation. 

A duty, after the rate of los. per cent, ad valorem, was laid upon all foreign goods ; wines, 
fpirits, and fait excepted : and 5s. upon other goods, imported from Great Britain or Ireland, 
(except liccnfcd goods and fait for the filheries, of above the value of 3!,} into the faid illand. 

A duty of 3d. per quarter was laid upon afl corn and grain; and id. per hundred-weight 
upon all meal and flour impoitcd into, or exported from the laid ifiand. 

A duty of 6d. per head was likewifc laid upon all horfes and black cattle imported into, or 
exported from tlie faid ifiand. — The faid rates, duties, and impofitions were directed to be 
applied, from time to time, towards amending, repairing, and fupporting the fevciai harbours 
afid fea-poits in the faid illand. 

'J'hc following bounties were refolvcd to be aliow^cd upon the importation of white-oak * 
flaves and heading, from the plantations in America, viz. 

A bounty of 61. for every 1,200 pipc-flaves, each flavc not being Icfs tlian five feet fix inches 
long, from four inches and an half, to fix inthe; broad, and two inches thick at the thinnell 
edge, which flioiild be ir.iportcd from the ift of January, 1772, to the ill of January, 1775, 
and in the like proportion for any greater or lefs number. 

Six pounds for every 1,800 of liogfhcad flaves, each Have not being Icfs than four feet fix 
inches long, from four inches and an half, to fix inches broad, and one inch and an iialf thick 
at the thinneft edge, which fhould be fo imported. 

Six pounds for every 2,400 barrel flaves, each flave being from three feet fix inches, to tliree 
fcx*t eight inches in length, from four to five inches broad, and one inch and an half thick at 
the thinned edge, which fliould lit imported as aforefaid. 

Six pounds for every 3,600 pieces of pipe, hogflicad, and barrel heading, each piece of pipe 
heading being two feet eight inches long; hoglhcad heading, two feet four inches ; and barrel 
heading, two feet one inch long, at the lead; and each fuch rcfpe(dive piece cf heading from 
five to fix inches broad, and two inches thick at the thinncfl edge, which lliouid be fo import- 
ed.— Each hundred to contain fix-fcorc. 

A bounty of four pounds w^as alfo granted for every 1,200 of luch pipe flaves, i ,800 hogflicad 
flaves, 2,400 barrel flaves, and for every 3,600 pieces of heading as before deferibed, which 
ihould be imported from the ifl of January, 1775, to the ift of January, 1778: and 2I. for 
every fuch quantity of pipe, hogflicad, and barrel flaves, and pieces of heading, as before de- 
feribed, which fhould be imported from the ift of January, 1778, to the ift of January, 1781. — 
Thefe bounties were ordered to be paid out of his Majcfly’s cuftoms, 

VoL. IV. U 


IMPORTS 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CHRtsTMAs 1770, 
Countries, Imports. 

Africa, — — _ £. 97,486 19 3 

Canaiies, ~ 6,803 ^8 lO 

l^cmnark and Norway, — 83,711 6 4 

Eaft Country, — — ’OSjSST o 2 

Rail India, — — 1,882,139 5 9 

Flanders, — — *42,138 2 6 

France, — — 51.64s 8 11 

Cicrniany, — — 7^»5.774 2 o 

Gicenland, — — 13,803 5 

Holiaiicl, — — 428,080 I 7 

Ireland, — — 1,380,737 14 n 

l.ajy, — — 947. 1 38. 12 8 

MadciraS, — — 2,0(17 i8 2 

Portugal, — — 354,631 10 7 

— — 1,274,620 12 O 

Spain, — — _ 568,323 II ^ 

Streights, — — 3.604 13 6 

S-Aeden, — — 157,851 10 i 

1 Ufkey, — — 100,443 2 9 

Vtni:.c, — — — 83,335 o 2 

Alderney, _ - , 95 *3 8 

fjuernfey, ^ — 38,103 7 6 

Jet fey, — — — 18,603 12 9 

Castada, — — 37,e86 12 8 

Carolina, — — 420,311 14 K 

Cape Hreton, — — 14 9 5 

riorida, — — 21,856 11 ii 

Georgia, — — 63,810 10 9 

Hiidlon’s Bry, ' — — 9.225 18 o 

New England, — — 150.381 17 2 

Ne., .'onndland, — — 49,424 18 8 

New Providence, — 7.837 3 3 

New Yoik, — — 95.875 8 ii 

Nova Scotia, — — 3'4Si *4 3 

peniifylvania, — — 31.615 19 9 

Virginia and Maryland, — 577,848 16 6 

Antigua, — — 180,923 3 o 

Uarbadocs, — — 163.053 i 4 

Bimiudas, — — 836 8 3 

Dominica, — — 170,623 19 3 

Grenades, — — 361,839 10 7 

Jamaica — . — 1,261,675 7 9 

Montferrat, — — 63,034 4 8 

Nevis, — — — 67,291 3 2 

St Crojx, — — 4 685 16 2 

St. Eutlatia, — — . 1,436 211 

St. Kitts, . — — 268,276 16 8 

St, Vincent, — — 123.919 4 e 

7 oliago, «— ~ 7,091 2 7 

Tortola, — . — . 41,466 4 1 

St. Thomas, — y j 

Spanlfli VV eft Indies Hudfbn’s Bay, '39.988 o 9 

Totals, 12,822,025 19 9 

Exports exceed Uic Imports, 4,339,120 14 5 


to Christmas 1771. 

Exports. 
712,538 7 4 

23,825 9 8 

152.340 o 5 
95.961 19 II 
1,184,824 13 II 
861,777 16 7 

146,128 3 2 

1,316,492 1 4 

1063 
1,685.397 16 o 
1,983,818 17 6 

782,582 15 7 

11,213 17 9 

716,122 3 5 

150,159 i6 6 
1,224,811 11 10 

153.323 16 n 

64, 180 o I 
20,573 15 3 
73,956 18 I 
1,125 12 9 

34,541 O I 
22,898 14 6 

170,962 8 II 

409,169 9 4 


66,647 

9 

I I 

70,493 

19 

3 

5,822 

I 

8 

1,420a 19 

1 

t 

89.394 

I 

7 

653,621 

7 

6 

51.581 

12 

8 

728.744 

19 

10 

920,326 

3 

8 

1 18, 152 

10 

1 X 

120,01 1 

0 

3 

8,6.1 5 

15 

9 

55,612 

2 

3 

138,431 

6 

6 

4t 4,888 

0 

10 

15,642 

0 

6 

19.751 

7 

I 

95,442 

17 

10 

35,200 

1 

2 X 

28,610 

14 

1 X 

20,969 

5 

0 

4,301 

0 

2 

17,161,146 

14 

a 


Extraft 
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ijyf Ejitrafl: from the general bill of chritlcnings and burials within the bills of mortality in 
London, from December u, 1770, to December 10, 1771, 

Chrillcncd, Males, 8,839 Buiied, Males, 10,921 

Females, 8,233 Females, 10,859 


17,072 , 


21 ,780 


The births, deaths, and marriages, for this year, in the following cities, he wtre as follow: 

Paris, — births, 20,685; deaths, i8,q 4I; marriages, 4,452 ; foundlings, 7, i 56. 

j^mfterdam, — baptifms in the fevcral reformed churches, 4^707 ; deaths, 7J983. 

Rotterdam, — deaths, i,7C2. 

Copenhagen, — births, 2,657; deaths, 3, 144. ♦ 

Maiichcfter and Salford, — chriftened, 1,169; burials, 993; marriages, 423. 

The fpirit of rchllaiicc continued to animate the American colonies. — In the month of June, 
in this year, one of the King’s armed fehooners, Rationed at Providence, Rhode IflanJ, to 
prevent fmuggling, was fei/.cd and burned by the pcojile of that colony: and in Ov^dober foU 
lowing, the town meeting of IjoRoii rcmonllratcd to th:: governor, interns of hie grcatctl 
ai'perity, againft the fculing fixed falarics on the judges of llie fnperior court of judicature, in 
New Kngland ; and feni ciicidar letters, of a very iatlammatory nature, to the other colonies 
on the o.:calion. 

llis Mnieily lud particularly recommended the affiiirs of the E:{{1 India Corfipany to the 
attention of Pariiament, in his fpcecii from tlic throne, at the opening o[ the Lsbon ; never- 
the'efs, it was fo late as the of jMarcii before th‘s Important bufinefs was taken up in the 
f loufc or Commons, "i'he deputy chairman of the Eaft India Company then moved lor leave 
tf) l‘>iing in a bill for the bcticr regulation of the Company s lervants and concerns in India,— 
This bill was framed with a view to reftrain the governor and council from all manner of 
trade, and to make a total alteration in the couits of judicature, and in the mode ol admimilcr- 
ing julticc in Bengal, as vccll as to enlarge the Company’s powers with rcfpcfl to its feivants, 
and to lay additional rcflri<SIions upon them. 

'j hough this bill was totally laid afidc at the fccond reading, it produced very long and ani- 
mated debates ; and, in the couife of them, it appeared very evident, that the con/. . .. e 
affairs of t!ic Company, as well as the tranfaefions of its fcrvaiUs, demarvloa a very Ur::, en- 
quiry, and wanted much regulation: nor were there wanting thofe who fuggeJied, on the 
occafion, that, irom the apparetn infulhciency of the Company for fuch an important talk, 
Govemmeut ihuuld take rbe whole of their ttrnlorial dominions under its own imme hato 
iurif iiaion, A bill il.erefoic was brought, which pdf;d into cn a^, Un the anpoi.: t-c.u of a 
ihlca committee of 31 members, to enquire into the nature and ilatc of t!:c Kai> In.M Com- 
pany, and of them anhns in the E:ijl Indies: and as the fulqecl of timn bi.^ud.icn was fo 
various, as well as of foch great c:aent, they were obliged to apply for leave to thc-r 

fittings during the fumm: r icafon. ^ .11 

The precarious ntuation of affairs in India,— the late diftrefles of the nmjves,‘-lhe deper-n 
lation of the countrv,--thc oppreffivc and arbitrary condua of tl.e C’oinpan y s forvant:;,— tl: j 
great decrcafe of the net revenues of .Bengal, fiom various mifmanagements, as well as eno:- 
mous and unncccffkry cxpenccs, ami the immenfc confcqucncc to this nation of imckrvmg no- J 
well governing our poffeflions in India, were the couhdcratio ns that induced Purliairic;it to 

adopt this regulating law* 



AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL HEOrCTION 


156 

A. D 

X772 The great encouragement gifen at this time to the breed 9f horfes, fcems to have checked 
that of fhccp and black cattle ; and, confequently raifed the price of butcher’s-mcat : as it ap* 
pears, from the following tabic, that the increafc of cattle, &c. was by no means proportionate 
to the augmenting population of the metropolis. 

A Table, flicwing the number of flieep and black cattle fold at Smithfield, for 40 years:— 


From Michaelmas. 

Sheep* Avera^* Black Cattle, 

Average, 

1730 to 1731 

480,010 

8,304 


173a 

137,250 

87.571 


>733 

588,310 

95 . 30 > 


>734 

597,920 

94.473 


>735 

636,740—568,060 

102,628— 

—93.653 

1736 

617,720 

J 00,602 


>737 

637,190 

100,685 


1738 

6154500 

96,762 


>739 

598,000 

96,404 


1740 

527, 420 — 599 ,466 

93-285— 

—97.548 

1741 

555-480 

85-245 


1742 

518,790 

86,913 


1743 

479.030 

85,682 


>744 

S> 3>320 

87,441 


>745 

589,140 S 3>.>34 

84,179— 

—85,892 

1746 

648,350 

83,149 


>747 

646,930 

81,988 


1748 

634,750 

76,060 


>749 

666,900 

83.357 


1750 

680,650 655,516 

79,836- 

— 80,878 

1751 

673,650 

79-983 


175a 

688,970 

81,847 


>753 

686,810 

83,677 


>754 

669,000 

77.605 


>755 

684,570— —610,618 

81,106— 

— 80,843 

> 75 ^ 

653,220 

83,266 


>757 

594,260 

89,776 


>758 

571,660 

90-559 


>759 

610,870 

965082 


1760 

653,740 616,750 

98,813- 

— 91,699 

1761 

7 i8,c6o -4U1S of a year. 

90,232 > 

ths of a year. 

1762 

84 2,030 a year and -ith 

121,175a 

year and ,'^tlu 

>763 

964,190 

90,991 


1764 

581,440 

80,299 


J765 

547,300 73®>6o8 

00 

0 

w 

1 

— 93,480 

1766 

587.520 

78.387 


1767 

588,730 

81.035 


17^8 

655,920 

84. -'55 


l^b^) 

665,240 

85,862 


1770 

666,650—632,812 

90,979- 

— 84,244 
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1772 The incfficacy of the temporary corn-bills which had been pafTed in every fillioa for fome 
years back, had occafioned the forming a committee in the laft fethon, for examining into and 
confidering the whole ftate of the corn, and of the corn laws, and for framing fuch regulations 
thereon, as might be the balls of a comprehcnfive and permanent law, which fhould apply to 
all poffible cafes, with rcfpedl to exportation, impottation, prices, and bounties, and thereby 
fuperfede the nccelTity of temporary an^ impcrfc£l: regulations. Several refolutions were then 
approved of and pafled upon rliis fubjeft, and the latcncfs of the feafon only prevented its being 
carried further. A bill, tliercforc, was brought in upon the fame principles, and pafled 
through the Houfe of Commons ; but being returned, with fomc alterations, by the Lords, 
the Commons, confldering it as a money bill, and therefore not to be altered by the other 


Houfe, threw it out with extraordinary marks of contempt. 

From the various articles of information which the difcufllon of the corn*bulinefs produced 

at this time, we have fcleftcd ll)e following tables. 

Prices of grain per quarter at Bear-Key and Mark-Lane, for 15 faccefiivc years 

Years. 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Jan. 

s. s. 

j. j. 

j, j. do 

1742 

26 to 29 

15 to 20 

12 to 15 

1743 

20 — 23 

15 — 20 

13 — 16 

1744 

19 — 21 

II — 13 

9 — 12 

1745 

18 — 20 

12 — 15 

12 — 16 

1746 

17 — 24 

10— 13 

12 — 14 

1747 

27 — 30 

8 — 12 

7 — II 

1748 

26 — 28 


9 — 12 

1749 

27—32 

17 — 18 

14 — 16 

1750 

24 — 27 

14— 17 

12 — 13 

1751 

24—27 

14 — 17 

12 — 13 

1752 

20 — 25 

10 — 13 

9 — II 

1753 

29 -- 3S 

17 — 18 

10 — 12 

1754 

27 — 33 

17 — 19 

12 — 13 

^ 7 S 5 

24 — 26 

12 — 14 

10— 13 

1756 

22 — 26 

14— 15 

12 — 13 

A Table of the corn exported from 

England duiing five 

years, difllnguifhing the fpecics 

thereof, witli the bounties payable thereon, laid befoie Parliament. 

Gross Amount of 

Corn Exported. 

Exported for Bountv- 

1 uu s* B ii) Icy, Mattm 

Oatmeal. 

Ryt\ IVheat, 

^lantity. Bounty^ 

Qirs. Qrs. 

ais. 

Qrs. 


1744 20,090 219,862 

1.657 

74,169 231,984- 

—Barley, 449,289— 56,159 

1745 95.878 219.354 

9.770 

83,966 324.839 

— Malt, 1,426,264 — 184,195. 

1746 158,719 282,024 

20,203 

45,782 130,646 

— Oatmeal, 37,366 — 4,668- 

1747 103^140 361,280 

2,122 

92,718 266,906 

— Rye, 399.883— 69,977 

1748 73.857 349.363 

3.768 

203,891 543.387 

— Wheat, 1,455,642 — 363.908 

Totals 451,684 i>431»883 

37.520 

400,526 1,497,762 

Totals, 3,768,444 — 678,907 

^ The diftercnce between the quantity of corn cxporied, and of corn exported for bounty. 


uoccalioncd by lomc exported to Alderney, Guernlcy, jerfey, not entitled to bounty. 

Thefe 
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A* I). 

1772 Thcfc great exports were principally from the ports of London, Ipfvvich, 

Lynn Regis, Hull, Briftol, Southampton, Cowes, Chichefter, Bhoreham, and thofe of vVr.les ; 
the chief countries exported to were, Holland, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Portugal, and 
the Mediterranean : but France and Flanders, on account of the war, had not any tranihniicd, 
except a certain fupply fent to fill the French magazines, previous to the opening the i;U> cam- 
paign of the exilliag war, which was the caufe that precipitate and ill-conlidcrcd treaty of 
Aix-Ia-CUapelle. 

The total exports of the above period of five years, being 3,768,444 quarters of diflerent 


fpccies of corn, may be fuppofed to have produced, 

At 35s. per quarter, — — 6 ,S 94»777 

At 40s. — — 7>536,888 

• At 45s. — * — 8,478,999 

At 50s. — — 9,421,110 


Or the medium of thofe fums, being 8,007,948!. ; in either cafe it is an immenfe fum to fiovy 
immediately from the produce of the Earth, and the labour of the people, enriching our mer- 
chants, and increafing an invaluabje brood of fcamcn. 

In the courfc of this year, 4,872 lliips were cleared at the Cuftom Houfc, Ncwcaftlc, of 
which 4,480 were coafters, and 392 for foreign parts. 

From December 5, 1771, to December 5, 1772, 6,680 veflcls palled the Sound, which 


were as follow : 




Dutch, — 

2.145 

Hamburghers, — 

32 

Englifli, — 

1,894 

Rufiian, •— 

2:] 

Danifh, 

973 

From Roftock — 

21 

Swedes, 

— 805 

Impciial, — 

13 

Pruflians, — 

326 

French, — • 


Danrzickers, — - 21 r 

Courlanders, — 

7 

lircmeners, — 

170 

Spanifh, ~ 

2 

Lubeckcis, 

38 

Portuguefe, — 

2 

The total number 

of which amounted 

to 6,680 vcflels. 



The following bills, among many others, received the royal aflent this year. 

To continue and amend an aft paffed in the laft fdTion, to prohibit the exportation of 
corn, &c. 

To continue, for a further time, the aft for the importation of faked provifions, from 
Ireland and the American colonies. 

To difcontiiiuc the inland duty of is, per pound on Single and black teas, and for allowing 
a drawback on teas exported to Ireland and the Plantations. 

For making a navigable carnal from the river Dee, near Chefter, to Nantwich. 

For better preferving his IVIajefly’s dock yards, /hips, (lores and ammunition. 

To amend an aft for maintaining and enlarging the harbour ofRamfgatc and haven of 
Shoreham. 

for embanking and preferving certain fen and low ground.^ in Huntingdonfliirc* 

For deepening and preferving the harbour of Ayr in Scotland. 

For the more eafy and fpcedy recovery of fmall debts in Scotland. 

For allowing the importation of wheat, wheat flour, rye and rye meal, into this kingdom, 
lor a limued time. 


For 
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A. r>* 

Foralbwinr tlic free importation of rice into this kingdom, from any of his Majeftv’s co- 
lojiies in Am: j a. 

Fo«- rear . i\ig the evils occafioried by the laws now in btln^ agalnft engroiTers, foreilallers 
an- rrgrr.w>i - . 

For fuiiucr encouraging the herring fiiliery on tlic coafts of tlic Itle of Man. 

For niuic (*lFeftuaIly preventing fia^cls in the revenue of cxcife, with refpc^l to tea, foap, 
L'W wliics Spirits. 

To picvcnt tiiiuds anti abuics relating to the traJe carrying on between Great IJriialn and 
Iiclaiuh 

For more clFedualJy preventing fraud in the flamp duties, upon vellum, parchment, piper 
and cards. 

I'o continue and amend an a^l to prevent frauds commliied by bankrupts*. 

For allowing a drawback oii the exportation of tea to Iii iand and his Majefly’s colonics in 
America. 

For rendering the payment ot the creditors of infulvcnt debtors more ctjunl and expeditious 
in Scotland. 

For allowing the free importatio‘1 of wheat, Indian cor’'., he. for a limited time. 

For allowing the free importation of wheat, L’vlcy, 6cc. from Afr ica or any part of Europe, 
for a limited time. 

For the diicontinuance of the duties on hog’i-lard and greafe, and for the frce/nriportation 
of hams, bacon, and ail ibrts of fait proviflons from any part of Europe, for a limited time. 
To allow liic further impoi tation of rice from America. 

To leilrain the Fail India Company from appointing fupervifors, for a limited time. 

For making a branch of the river I'iciit navigable. 

SuPTLiEs granted by Ihnliamcnt for this year:— j, a\ 

‘ For 25,000 feaincn, including b, 6G4 marines, — 1,300,000 o o 

For 1 7, 547 land-forces, including 1 , 522 invalids, — 629,491 12 4J 

For mninuiining forces and garrifons in the plantations and Africa, at 
Minorca, Gibraltar, &:c. — — — 388,953 I2 7 

For the difference <jf pay between the Biitilli and Irifli eftabliflaments 
of live haltalions and four com ianies of loot, &:c. — 4'7- 3 2^ 

For the pay of the general and ft .If tdfi Lers, He. — — 1 1,322 7 3 

For penfioi^s to the widows of certain reduced officers, — 644 o o 

On account of the reduced ofticers of his Majefty’s land forces and 
marines, — — — — iiS>7b5 16 o 

For allow^ances to fevcird oftle.crs and private gentlemen of t!ie two 
reduced troops of horf: -. Lods, 8cc. — — 1,281 o 6 

For the charge of 01’ peiFloncrs of Chclfei Hofplta], tS:c. — 124.S13 T2 6 

For the charge of inv oiiice of ordnance for the land fervice, 5 :c. 215,883 17 4. 

For ferviccs perJoiined by ditto for ditto, not provided lor by Parlia- 
meiuiniyyi, — — — — 32,498 6 3 

For the ordirnn-y of the navv, including half pay to fca and marine 
officers, ~ — _ 394-72.5 »7 6 

Towards building and repairing flilps, &c. and other extra works, 375 ‘9 o o 


Carried forward, 


3,596,042 18 6 a 
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Brought over, 

On account of the civil cftabliflimcnt of Nova Scotia, 

Ditto of Georgia, — — 

Ditto of E all Florida, _ — 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — _ ♦ — 

Ditto of Scncganibia, — — — 

On account of general forveys in North America, — 

To tlictruftecs of the Britifli Mufeum, — — — 

To enable his Majcfly to purcliafc, for tlic ufe of the public, a collec- 
tion of Etriifcan, Grecian, and Roman antiquities, brought from Italy 
by Sir William Hamilton, Knight of the iiatb, to %e veiled in the 
tru flees of the Britilli Miifcum, — — — — 

To enable the truftees of the Britiflt MuTcum to provide a repoHtory 
for the faid collcflion, — — — — — 

For paying off certain Exchequer bills — 

To be employed in repairing, &c* Biitifti forts and fcttlemcnts on the 
coaft of Africa, — — — 

For more effeftually repairing the fort of Cape Coaft Caftlein Africa, 
To^ be applied towards encouraging difcoverics towards the South Pole, 
Towards defraying the extraordinaries of the army. See. — 

On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britaii 
To replace to the fiPiking fund the like fum iffued thereout to make 
good certain deficiencies, See. — — — 

To the Levant Company, to be applied in aftilling the faid Company 
in carrying on their trade, — — — 

To make good to his Majefty the like fum iffued by his Majefty’s 
orders, in purfuance of the addrcllcs of the Houfe of Commons, 

To make good to his Majclly the like fum, paid to certain perfons in 
North Britain, as a compenfation of certain lolTcsfuftaincd, and cxpcnccs 
incurred by them, for preventing the fpreading of the infc£lious difttm- 
per amongft the horned cattle, — — — — 

To enable his Majefty to makegood the fcvcral Aims payable to the 
perfons who have fubferibed the capital ftock of 3 per cent, annuities, to 
be difehargeJ, Src. — — — — 

To make good the deficiency of the grants for the fervice of 1771, 

To be paid to Charles Irving, for the difeovery of an cafy and prac- 
ticable method of making fea water frefh and wholefome, — 

To enable his Majefty to reward Daniel Peter Layard, Do£lor of 
Phyfic, for his advice towards preventing the diforder among the horned 

To be paid as a compenfation to Edward Hill, for the lofs he will 
fuftainby difeontinuing the ufe ofpcftlcs in making gunpowder, See. 



r. 

d . 

3,596,042 

18 


5-346 

10 

5 

3,186 

0 

0 

4 - 95 ° 

0 

0 

5-650 

0 

0 

6.336 

0 

9;^ 

1,885 

4 

0 

2,000 

0 

Q 

8,410 

0 

0 

840 

0 

0 

1,800,000 

0 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

to 

4 * 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

274,432 

4 

- 7 

i ■+' 

i, 6,998 

14 

5 

42,445 

5 

5 

5,000 


0 

. ^,580 

0 

0 


294 31* 


1,350,000 o o 
39,456 o 10: 

5,000 o o 


500 o o 
1,500 O o 


Total, 7^86,253 3 I 

The 
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2 The W AYS and Means for railing the foregoing fupplies. 

Duty on maJf, — ^ _ 

Land tax at 3s. ~ . 

Certain furpluflcs of the linking fund, ~ — 

Ditto, — — — i-i- 

By Exchequer bills, ~ , — — 

By agreement with the Eaft India Company^ — • 

Certain cxccflcs of the linking fund, ~ — 

By certain favings, ^c. — — 

Ditto, ~ 

Ditto, — . , — — _ 

By a lottery, ~ ^ — 

From the finking fund, — . ~ _ 

Certain monies referved for tlie direflion of Parliament, — 

The furpluflcs of certain deduftions, &c, — — 

A certain fum in the Exchequer for the difpolition of Parliament, 

Total of ways and means provided, &c. * — — 

Ditto of fupplies granted, See. — — 

Excefs of provifions, — 

There were no extra duties or alteration of duties impofed or made durin 
A general ftatement of the public: debts at the receipt of the Exclicqucr, 
S> 1772, with the annual intcrefl, 


c- 

r. 

d. 

750,000 

0 

0 

1,500,000 

0 

0 

136,416 

0 

8;^ 

55.192 

6 

II j 

1,800,000 

0 

0 

400,000 

0 

0 

805,398 

*3 

2 

138,090 

5 

10 

36,772 

10 

0 

1,863 

E 3 

10 

• 40,000 

0 

0 

1 50,000 

0 

0 

1,856.723 

I 

2 

120,000 

0 

0 

21,710 

0 

0 

10,426 

9 

3 

7.722,593 

0 


7,186,253 


0 

53^>,’.339 

17 

lU- 


Exclicqucr, — — 

Eaft India Company, — 

Bank of England, — 

By remaining annuities of one life each, 
granted on the lotteries of 1745 and 1746, — 
Ditto on the 3 per cent, annuities of 1757 and 
1761 ; as alfo on the annuities of i per cent, 
for 98 years to the fubfci ibers to the loan of 
I2,ooo,oooL granted for the fcrvicc of the year 
1 762, togetlier with the charges of management 
to the Bank of England, — — 

South Sea Company, — 

I'ola], 


Principal Debt* 

.V. d. 

2,034,364 12 9 

4,200.000 o o 
94»i37)9-IS 1 S 


ig this year. 

Itandiiig out Janu- 

jSnnual Inter eft ^ 

£• s- d. 

1 53,066 4 8 

127,687 10 o 
3,088,616 5 7 


27,125,309 13 
127,497,619 8 


527.515 o 3 
829,507 8 2 

4.526,392 8 8 


* The luud taxes and duties on n>alt being annual gr.mts, arc not cliar^’cd in this account, nor the t,ooo,oooI, 
ch.arged on the deduction of 6d. per pound on penfions, nor the i,8uo,oool. borrowed in 1771, charged on the 
fupplies in 1 77J. 

VoL. IV. 


X 


IMPORTS 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1771, to Christmas 1772. 

Countries, Imports. ' Exports< 


Africa, 


92.338 

12 

0 

866,394 

1 1 

3 

Canaries, — 

«... 

12,773 

10 

7 

32,539 

7 

3 

Denmark and Norway, 


85,521 

'7 

2 

101,972 

14 

3 

Eaft Country, — 

— 

209,189, 

4 

5 

103,661 

2 

S 

Eaft India, — 

— 

2,473,192 

8 

2 

941,361 

4 

S 

Flanders, ~ 

— 

99»473 

6 

9 

793-454 

12 

S 

France, — 


54,94^ 

1 1 

5 

290,989 

16 

X 

Germany, — 

— 

701,813 

S 

I 

1,354,181 

6 

6 

Greenland, — 

_ 

23,449 

16 

5 

36 *5 

4 

Holland, " — 

— 

324,901 

8 

8 

1,997,815 

I 

4 

Ireland, — 

— 

1,242,305 

18 

S 

1,963,787 

4 

0 

Italy, ^ — 

— 

858,599 

•8 

to 

831,514 

X 

8 

Madeiras, ~ 

— 

3,330 

3 

8 

12,107 

2 

2 

Portugal, — 

— 

347,373 

II 

2 

635,114 

4 

2 

Ruflia, — 

— 

1,008,948 

1 1 

5 ^ 

139,470 

*5 

5 

Spain, — 

— 

5^0,637 

9 

% 

805,038 

0 

X 

Streights, 


13,902 

'S 

i 

I 4 J .729 

8 

7 

Sweden, ~ 

— 

187,826 

15 

2 

54,698 

12 

9 

Turkey, — 

— 

154,052 

8 

3 

96,823 

4 

4 

Venice, — 


64,005 

8 

0 

80,849 

17 

0 

Alderney, — 


79 

'3 

0 

1,470 

18 

I 

Guernfey, 

— 

31,845 

1 

7 

3 ',564 

lO 

3 

Jerfey, — ~ 


17,627 

3 

S 

31,099 

12 

10 

CaTiada, — ^ 

— 

47,99s 

4 

4 

203,779 

S 

6 

Carolina, ~ 


425,923 

I 

X 

449,610 

2 

2 

Cape Breton, 

— 

25s 

8 

7 

12 1 

6 

9 

Florida, — 

— 

15,722 

17 

6 

40,458 

2 

9 

Georgia, — 

— 

66,083 

i8 

9 

92,406 

4 

4 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 


8,005 

'7 

I 

6,381 

2 

9 

New England, — 


126,265 

7 

6 

824,830 

8 

9 

Newfoundland, 

— 

67,625 

2 

1 1 

107,822 

14 

0 

New Providence, 


5,817 

18 

9 

1,564 

0 

9 

New York, — 

— 

82,707 

8 

6 

343.970 

19 

9 

Nova Scotia, — 


4,663 

12 

3 

34,688 

3 

3 

Pennfylvania, — 


29,133 

12 

3 

507,909 

14 

0 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 

528,404 

10 

6 

793, 9 'o 

»3 

2 

Antigua, — 


166,351 

12 

4 

1 16,074 

JO 

1 1 

Barbadoes, — 

— 

210,842 

12 

6 

138,841 

10 

7 

Bermudas, — 

— 

525 

2 

10 

11,798 14 

6 

Dominica, — - 

— 

215,667 

7 

i 

60,526 

14 

2 

Grenada, — 

- — 

492.974 

S 

3 

' 9',774 

18 

9 

Jamaica, — - 


1,483,818 

»9 

8 

592,733 

5 

X 

Montferrat, — 


82,873 

18 

2 

23,334 

7 

8 

Nevis, ~ 

— 

82,331 

'7 

9 

18,277 

'5 

I 

St. Croix, — 

■— 

24,947 

18 

0 




St* Kitts, — 

— 

302,952 

2 

0 

118,914 

4 

9 

St. Euftatia, ~ 


8,152 

S 

0 




St. Vincent, — • 

155,182 

18 

0 

38,361 

18 

10 

T obago, •— 

— 

19,718 

'9 

8 

36,797 

4 

la 

Tortola, •— 


58,111 

9 

S 

30,586 

0 

1 r 

Honduras Bay, 

— 

S', 079 

'3 

10 

*»S 3 S 

*4 

10 

Mufquito Shore, — - 

— 

15,580 

3 

0 

4,728 

12 

X I 

Totals, 


13,298,452 

2 

3 

16,159,412 

14 

4 

Exports exceed the Imports, 

2,860,960 

12 

X 
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1^72 A general account of the chriftenings and burials within the bills of mortaliiy in London^ 
from December 10, 1771, to December 15, 1772. 

Christenkd, Buried. 


Males, 


Males, 

*3 «i 85 

Females, 

8>744 

Females, 

12,868 

Total, 

• 

17,916 

Total, 

26,053 


At Paris, — births, 18,713; deaths, 20,374; marriages, 4,611; foundlings received in the 
hoipitals, 7676. 

At Amllerdam, — deaths, 10,609; baptifms in the feveral reformed churches, 4,637; mar- 
riages, 2,037. 

At Copenhagen,— births, 2,604 ; deaths, 4,200; marriages, 745. 

At Wliitby, — deaths, 313; baptifms, 229; marriages, 59. 

J773 In the fpccch from the Thione at the meeting of Parliament on the 26th of November, of 
the laft year, it was obferved, that the private convenience of the Members would have been 
confulted by allowing a longer rcccfs from bufincfs, if fomc very important public fcrviccs had 
not required the immediate attention of Parliament. Tt then IKcwcd how much the commerce 
and revenues of the nation, as vi ellasthc private tights and interefts of numerous individuals 
were intcrefted in the maintenance of the credit and profperity of the Eaft India Company ; 
and that upon information of the difficulties in which that company appeared to be involved, 
it was determined to give them an caily opportunity of informing ihcnil'eivcs fully of the true 
llatc of their affairs, and of making fuch provifions for the common benefit and fccurity of the 
various intcrcfls concerned, as flioiild be found beft adapted to the exigencies of the cafe. 

A motion was, therefore, made in the I loufc of Commons, that, for the better taking into 
conlidcration the affiiirs of the company, a committee of fccrecy, confiding of thirteen perfons, 
to bcchofcn by ballot, fhould be appointed for that purpofc; which pafled, after fomc oppofi- 
tion, without a divllion. 

In little more than a week after its appointment, the prefident of this committee prefented a 
report on the affairs of the Eaft India Company, which ftated, that though the company were 
much diftreflfed in money matters, they were, notwithftanding, preparing to fend out an ex- 
})enfive commiffion of fupervifion to India, which would ftili add to that diftrefs, and there- 
fore recommended that a bill fhould be brought in to reftrain them, for a limited time, from 
fending out any fuch commiffion. This recommendation was immediately adopted, and, after 
debates of no common length and violence, in both Houfes, received the royal aflent. 

In the courfc of tiv fc dilciilfions it appeared, that firice the year 1 765, the company’s ex- 
penccs had incrcafcd from 700,000!. to the enormous ium of 1,700,000!. annually. It alfo 
appeared, that government had received by the itet duties, the indemnity upon tea and the 
ftipulated 400,000!. little Icfs than two millions annually from the company. That the latter 
had loft by the indemnity agreement, from its firft commencement, at leaft one million ; of 
which 700,000!. went to government, and the remainder to the purchafers. It was alio 
fliewn, that government had profited, during the laft five years, to the amount of 3,395,000!. 
viz. by the produce of the annual ftipulated payment 2,200,000!. and by the cncreatc of the 
revenue, compared on a medium with the five preceding years, 1,195,000. I hat the whole 
of the company’s receipts of dividend, during the fame period, fcarccly amounted to 900,000!, 

X 2 more 
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1773 more than fiK per ceur. upon its cnpital, which was the lowcft trading dividend that had ever 
been made during the raoft expenfive and dangerous wars. In Ihort, it appeared upon the 
whole, that the company’s mercantile profits during the above period, amounted on an average 
to 464,000!. annually, which would have afforded a dividend of 12 J' per cent, ; fo that while 
govcnmicnt profited to the great amount we have mentioned, the company and proprietary, 
infiead of receiving any benefit, loft confiderably f>t the dividend, which the profits on their 
trade alone would have afforded. Arguments againft the bill were founded upon this flate- 
nient, on the right of the company to appoint their own fervants, and the ruinous confc^^ 
quenccs which might arile from delay, in checking the mifeonduft, difobedience, and rapa« 
city of their fervants in the prefidcncics abroad, which had unfortunately continued, without 
interruption, from the fatal lofs of the Aurora, in which the three gentl^m^, who were fent 
out in the year 1769, as foperiors to India, were too juftjy believed to have perilhed. But it 
was, however, infifted, on the other fide, that the evils in India were of fach a magnitude, 
that nothing Icfs than the Icgillaturc could reform them, and that its fupreme controuling 
powdr could never be applied with greater propriety, or the profpeft of greater advantage than 
in the prefent inftance, when the welfare and fecurity of many millions, and the prefervatioii 
of great countries and revenues depended upon its exertion. 

In confcquence of a previous petition from the Eaft India Company for a loan, the minify 
ter, on the 9th of March, moved, as <f matter of political expediency, but not as a claim of 
right, That the affairs of the Eaft India Company being in fuch a ftatc as to require par- 
liamentary afliftance, a fupply of 1,400,000!. be granted to the company ; provided, at the fame 
time, that due care be taken that fuch neceflary regulations fhould be adopted, as to prevent 
the company’s experiencing fimilar exigencies for the future. 

March 23.— l‘hc following refolutions were moved and carried in the TIoufc of Commons: 
That fuppofing the public ftiould advance a loan to the Eaft India Company, the company’s 
dividend fhould be reftrained to fix percent, until the re-payment of tlie fuin advanced ; and 
that the company be allowed to divide no more than feven per cent, until their bond debt is 
reduced to 1,500,000!.” 

— It was alfo moved and carried, — “ That it is the opinion of this Ploufe, that it 
will be more beneficial to the public and the Eaft India Company, to let the territorial acqui- 
fitions Temain in the poffeffion of the company for a limited time, not cxcctdiiig the term of 
fix years, to commence from the agreement between the public and the company. That no 
participation of profits (hall take place between the public and tlic company, until after the 
repayment of 1,400,000!. advanced to the company, and the reduftion of the company’s bond 
debt to 1,500,000!. And that after the payment of the loan advanced to the company, and 
the reduflion of their bond debt to the fum fpccificd, three -fourths of the net furplus profits of 
the company at home above the fum of eight per cent, upon their capital ftockfitall be paid 
into the Exchequer, for the ufc of the public, and the remaining one-fourth lhall be lit apart, 
cither for further reducing the company’s bond debt, or for compofing a fund for the difcliarge 
of any contingent exigencies the company may labour under.” 

After the Houfe of Commons had, for two months, continually occupied iifclf with the 
affairs of this company ; refolutions, to the following effeft, were moved and made the foufi- 
dation of a bill, ‘‘ For cftabliftiing certain regulations for the better management of the affairs 
of the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Europe.” 

Firft, That the Court of Diredtors fliould, in future, be clcfted for four years, fix mem- 


fibers annually ; but none to hold their feats longer than four years. 


Secondly, 
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1773 Secondly, That no perfon fiiould vote at the elcftion of the dircflors who had not pof* 
fefled their ftock twelve months. 

'Tliiidly, That the qualification flock fliould, inftcad of 500!. be loool. 

Fourthly, ** That the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta Ihould, for tlic future, be confined to 
fmall mercantile caufes, to which only its jurifdiftion extended before the territorial ac* 
quifilion. ^ 

Fifthly, That in lieu of this court, thus taken away, a new one be cftabllfhed, confift- 
ing of a chief jufticc and three puifne judges. 

Sixthly, That thefc judges be appointed by the crown. 

Seventhly, Tliat a luperiority be given to the prelidcncy of Bengal over the other pre- 
fidencies in India. 

After fcvcral weeks continual agitation, this bill, which had naturally attrafted the atteii- 
tion of all orders of people, was pafleJ by great majorities in both houfes, and from the mo- 
ment it received the royal afient, the Eail India Company may be confidered as, in a great 
meafurc, if not wholly, in the hands of tlie Miniflersof the Crown. 

'i'hough the colonics had engaged in rcfolutions not to import any tea from Great Britain, 
vet means had been found to import it, though in fmaller quantities than heretofore; which 
clecreafc of importation was alfo owing, in fomc mcafurc, to the lowxr price of fuch as were 
brought from other countries. This diminutioif in the export of the teas, was very difacl- 
vantageons to the Eafl: India Company; and in order to make them fomc compenfation, they 
were permitted by Paiiiameut to export it to America free of any duty payable by the 
company. 

In confcquencc of this privilege, the company freighted feveral fhips with tea for North A- 
mcrica, and appointed agents to dilpofe of it in the feveral colonics; but fuch was the then 
determination there, to counterart the Jefigns of the Britifii miniflry, that when three fhips 
laden with tea entered the liarbour of Bofton, the impofiibility of landing it was lb evident, 
that the captains of the veflels would willingly have carried it back to England, could they 
have obtained a formal permifiion from ihofe who wxre polleflcd of o/nciaJ power to grant it. 

In tliC mean time the inhabitants, who were convinced that tlie tea would, by fome means 
or other, be landed, if thelliips were fuftered to remain in the harbour, rcfolved to take fuch 
a mode of prevention, as would effort ually check the dcfign of making any future attempts of a 
fimilar nature. 

They therefore gave notice to the confignecs, and the captains, tliat they would not permit 
tlicm to bring their teas albore, and infilled on the departure of the vcffels with their cargoes ; 
which being refufed by the governor and the oilicers of the cuftoni-lioufc, a number of dif- 
giiifcd perfons boarded the fliips and threw the \vhoIc cargoes into the fea. 

7 'hc fame condurt w^as purfued towards veffcls laden with tea in other parts of America. At 
Philadelphia the pilots were forbidden to condurt: them up the river Dclawar ; and, at New 
York, though fomc chefts were landed under the protcftioii of a man of war, the governor 
was under the neceffity of delivering them into cuftody, to preserve the public peace. 

At this time it appears, that the value of the fliipping built in the colonies, amounted to 
1 16,5001.. annually ; and that the confumption of teas, before the importation duties were 
queftioned, to 6oo,oooh 

It appears by an authentic article publiflicd in the Belfaft News Letter, d)ited the 6th of 
April in this year, that the number of Ihips and their tonnage, which failed with paflengers 

from 
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1773 from the North of Ireland to North America, in the two preceding years, were as 
follows : 


Years. 


Ships. 


Yens. 

In 1771 


3a 

— 

8,900 

177* 


30 


8,450 


Total, 

6a 


* 7 > 3 SO 


It is fuppofed, on a moderate computation, that the number of paffengers were equal to thtf 
tons. The greateftpart of tliefe emigrants paid their palTagc, which at 3I. los, each, aniounu 
cd to 60^723!. moft of them people employed in the linen manufafture, or farmers, 

From accounts publiflicd at this time, it appears that the importation of coals into London, 
in the year 1772, amounted to 720,000 chaldrons, which was the greateft that had been 
known. 

A 

In this year the importation of fugars from the Weft Indies to Briftol, amounted to 20,000 
hogflieads, which was 5,000 more than had ever been introduced into that port, in any one 
preceding year. 

On the 2d of June, the Honourable Captain Phipps, now Lord Mulgravc, and Captain 
Lutwitcb, in the Race Horfe and Calcafe frigates, failed from the Norc on a voyage of dif- 
covery towards the North Pole. Mr. Lyons was appointed, by the Board of Longitude, to 
accompany them, to make obfervations in aftronomy, natural hiftory and philofophy. 

By an account laid before the Houfe of Commons of the number of horfes exported from 
England, from January 3, 1750, to January 5, 1772, the numbers appeared to be, 

Horfeu 

During fourteen years peace, ~ 21,348 

During eight years war, — — 7»783 

In all, 29,131 

The total number of proprietors of Eaft India ftock, with their qualifications, as they ftood 


in the company’s books, the 4th of March in this year, were as follows : 




Prepriciors. 

S t ock . 




X. X. 

cf. 

Engliih, poffeffing loool. flock, and upwards, 

487 

1,018,398 19 

II 

Foreign, pofleffing lOOol, ftock, and upwards, 

325 

890,940 17 

0 

Total, of loool. ftock, — — 

812 Tot. ftock. 

^' 90?,339 

11 


Proprietors. 

StQcka 


Englifti, poflefling 500I. ftock and upwards. 


£■ 1. 


not amounting to lOOol. — - 

1,246 

634,464 1 

8 

Foreign, poftefting 500I. ftock, &c. 

95 

. 50,226 0 

0 

Total, of 500I. ftock, — - 

1,341 Tot. ftock, 

684,690 I 

8 
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*773 In the London Gazette of July 31, the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Dlreftors of 
the Bank, gave notice, that any quantity of guineas, half guineas, and quarter guineas, (cut 
or defaced agreeable to the aft) not lefs than fifty guineas in a parcel, would be taken in there 
on Monday, Auguft 2, and every Monday, Wednefday and Saturday, till further notice; at 
the rate of 3I. 17s. lojd. per ounce. 

In the courfe of this year, 4,106 (hips cleared at the Cuftom-houfe, Ncwcaftic, of which 
3,720 were coafters, and 386 for foreign parts. 

The following bills, relating to trade and commerce, received the royal affent in the courfe 
of this year : 

To encourage the fubjefts of foreign ftates to lend money upon eftates in the Weft Indies. 

For naturalizing the children of foreign Proteftants, fubjefts of Great Britainr* 

To enable certain perfons to work a pcftle mill at Tunbridge iii Kent. 

For draining and improving the fens in the parifhes of Upwell, Outwell, Denver, and 
Weley, lying on the fouth fide of Pophani’s Eau in the Iflc of Ely. 

For draining the fens between Mildcnhall River, South ; Plant Lond and Brandon River, 
North ; bounded on the Weft by the Oufe, and the Eaft by Winder Lond Marfvvcll Brook, 
in the Iflc of Ely. 

To prevent abufes irrtlie fale of fharcs of flilps, to foreigners, Britifli built. 

For better regulating (hips loaded with coals in* the ports of Sunderland and Ncwcaftic. 

For the better regulation and government of pilots, condufting flxips and vcflcls out of the 
port of King’s LjMin, in the county of Norfolk. 

For making and extending the navigation of the river Bure, from Coltifliall to Aylfham 
Bridge, in the county of Norfolk. 

For cftablifliing a phtc-glafs rnanufiiftory. 

To allow a drawback of the duties of the cuftoms on the exportation of teas to any of his 
Majefty’s colonies or plantations in America. 

To regulate the importation and exportation of corn. 

I'o enlarge the powers of two afts for making a navigable canal from the river of Forth, at 
or near the mouth of the river Clari on, to the rl /cr Clyde in Scotland. 

I'o enable the Earl of Thanct to make a navigable canal from the fpring near Skipton in 
Yorkfliire, to communicate with the Leeds and Liverpool canal. 

For appointing wardens and alFiy mafters, for affaying wrought plate in the towns of Bir- 
mingham and Sheffield. 

For cftablifhing certain rules and orders for the future management of the affairs of tlic Eaft 
India Company, as well in India as in Europe. 

To prevent paper bills of credit hereafter to be iffued in any of his Majefty’s colonies or 
plantations in America, from being declared to be a legal payment. 

For altering the punifhment of perfons fraudulently marking of plate. 

To prevent the counterfeiting or diminifhing the gold coin of the kingdom. 

"I'o regulate the wages or prices of journeymen weavers in Spitalfields, or within five miles 
of London. 

For the better cultivating common arable fields, commons and waftes. 

To prevent the counterfeiting of bank notes or bills, and to prevent obtaining falfe credit 
by the imitation of bank notes or hills. 

** By this aft, paper makers, not authorifed by the Bank, who fhall make any paper with 
the words Bank of England, Bank fost fill, or any words exprefling the /«;« or 

3 amount 
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Jr772 amount^ in white letters in a black ground, ot having any plate fo engraved in thci(^ cii(lod|r» 
HiaiJ be committed to the county gaol and fufFcr imprifbnment therein, for any term not ex- 
ceeding fix months. The fame punifliment is likewife to be iuflided upon all perfons who 
fhali utter notes with any fuch marks upon them.’^ 

Supplies granted by Parliament for the year 1773. £* s* d. 

For 20,000 feamen, including 4,354 mannes,^ ^c. — 1,040,000 o o 

For 17,070 land forces, including 1,522 invalids, &c. •— 616,895 i 10 

For maintaining garrifons, — — 39^»93S 5 

For the difference of pay between the Britifh and Irifli cftabliflimcnt of 
certain troops, &c, — _ . 5»S03 9 5 

Fof-the pay of the general and ffaff officers, 1 1,473 18 6^ 

For the out-pen6oiiers of Chclfea, 6cc. *— — 122,982 3 9 

For the oiffee of ordnance for the land fervicc ~ 218,460 13 lo 

For ditto, ncJt provided for by Parliament in 1772* ~ ^7 j95I4 4 7 

For the ordinary of the navy, — — - 424,019 o 9 

Towards building and repairs of fhips, &c. — 4^1^554 o o 

On account of the civil cftablifhment of Nova Scotia, — » 51*4^ 10 5 

.Ditto of Georgia, — ~ ' 3,086 o o 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, * 4»950 o o 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — — — 7>274 13 6 

Ditto of Senegambia, — _ — ^>33^ o 9;, 

On account of general furveys in North America, — 4 o 

On account of reduced officers of the land forces, ^c. — 111,127 5 

For allowances to certain officers and gentlemen of the two reduced 
troops of horfe guards, Ac. — — — 1,148 10 o 

For the penfions payable to widows of certain reduced officers, 628 o o 

On account of making roads and building bridges in the Highlands of 
North Britain, *■— — •— — 6,998 10 9 

To the Levant Company, to affift them in carrying on their trade, 5,000 o o 

To replace to the finking fund the like furn paid out of the fame for 
certain purpofes, Ac, — — - — ~ 48,245 ii 6 

For paying off certain Exchequer bills, — — 1,800,000 o o 

T'or the maintenance of Weftminfter bridge, — 2,000 o O 

For the extraordinarics of the army, Ac. — ~ 249,708 12 

To make good the deficiency of the grants for the year 1772, 21,085 * 7 

For repairing, Ac. the Britifh forts on the coaft of Africa, 13,000 o o 

To be applied for the purpofe of relieving the Eaft India Company, and 
for fecuring to the creditors of the faid company, a more fpeedy fatisfac- 
tion of their demands, — — — 1,400,000 o o 

T o make good to his Majcffy the like fuoi which has been iflued, by 
Ills Majefty’s orders, in purfuance of addreffes of Parliament, — 6,200 o o 

To John Harrifon, as a further reward for his invention of a time 
keeper, for afeertaining the longitude at fca* ~ — 


1,400,000 


6,200 


Carried over. 


8,750 o o 
6 , 978>347 *9 
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Brought over. 

To entlde hit Majefty to re|Hty MelSrs. Hodfon, Gordon and Deho- 
iiair» the like fam whic^ bat been overpaid by them to the coramiflion> 
ers of excife, &c. ^ — 

To be advanced to Doftor Richard >^iUiams, &c. for inventing a faft 
green and yellow dye on cotton yams, &c. — — 

m 

* Total of faj^lies, 


£• «. tl. 

fi»9y8,347 19 of 


4*363 


6,984,721,19 of 


Wav? and Me a« s for raiCng the foregoing fupplies. , 

Duty on malt, ^tc. — . — 750,000 o o 

l,and tax, at gs* 1,500,000 o o 

By certain ftirpluilea remaining in the Exchequer. — 350, *93 7 4 ^ 

Exchequer bills, ^ 1,400,000 o o 

From the finkmg fund, — 2,349,806 12 yf 

By loans or Exthequer bills, &c. ~ — 1,000,000 0 o 

From the produce of the duties releyvcd for tlia difpolition of Par- 
liament, • — — 10,000 o o 

From the Eaft India Company, — — 169,398 r8 a 

By certain balances remaining in tlie Exchequer, 6cc. — ■ '9,961 ii 8 

Total Ways and Means, ■— 7,539*360 9 10 

Total Supplies, — — 6,984,710 19 of 


Excefs of Proviiions. 


554.649 10 9f 


The Bate of the national debt remains the lame as in our laft account of it. 

tjr The charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia of England, for one year, hymning 
the 25th of March, 1770, was ordered to be defrayed out of the monies arifingby the land-tax 
granted for the fcrvice of the faid year. 

Additional duties and regulations of duties impofed and made in the courie of this year. 

May j7.—~A duty of 1$. 6d. was laid on every chaldron of culm, Newcaftle mcafure, export- 
ed to Lilbon in any foreign vefleL 

An additional duty of ifd. per fquare yard, and in that proportion for any greater or lefs 
quantity, was laid on all paper, printed, painted, or fttined in foreign parts, imported into 
this kingdom, 

7«/y 14.— The duty of il. lOs. payable for every negroe which Ihould be imported into the 
illand of Dominica, or exported from tlie ifland of Jamaica, ceafed and determined, and in 
lieu thereof, a dtrty of as. 6d. ftcrling money was voted to be paid for every ncgroc which 
Ihould be imported into the faid illand of Dominica, or exported from the faid illand of 
Jamaica. 
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IMPORTS end EXPORTS, 

Coitntrics* 

Africa^ — ^ — 

Panaries, , . 

Denmark and Norway, — 

Eail Country, •*— 

Eall India, — 

Flanders, ~— 

France, — • 

Germany, — 

Greenland, 

Holland, — 

Ireland, — — 

Ifte oIl Man; ~ 

Italy, — — 

Madeiras * — ^ 

Portugal, *»-. 

Ruffia, ~ ^ 

Spain, — ^ 

StreightSi — 

Sweden, . ~ — 

Turkey, — — 

Venice, — 

Alderney, . i— 

Guernfey, ■ — — 

]crfey, — — 

Antigua, 

Barbadoes, — 

Bermudas, — 

Carolina, 

Cape Breton, —— 

Dominica, — — 

Florid 

Georgia, , — .im 

Graiiades, — 

Hudfon’sBay, 

Jamaica, — 

Monifcrrat, — ~. 

New England, — - 

Newfoundland, •«-> 

New Providence, — 

New York, 

Nova Scotia, ' — - 

Pennfylvania, — — 

St, Chrifiopher^f, 

St. Croix, — — . 

St, Euilatia, — — •, 

St, 'Fhomas, — ■— 

St, Vincent, 

Tobago, — — 

Tortol% — — 

Virginia and Maryland# — 

Spanifh Weft Indies, — — 

Totals, 

Exports exceed the Imports, 


from CHRtsTMAs 17731, 

Imporis, 

£. 68,4x4 19 9 

— 10,63 s II 9 

71,044 4 o 

— J^4>337 ^ 

— ^933^0961^ S , 

— 79»9?7 1 4 

44f4^4 I 3 

454»*86 9 5 

i7*M 14 *0 

— 411,642 6 o 

i,a5a,8i7 3 7 

— 4,563 4 8 

~ 4^0,549 6 o 

a, 499 o 8 

“ 349i*H J3 4 

— 850,112 18 5 

— 462,342 12 b ii 

— 714 9 o 

101,603 16 I 

— *63,53? >7 9 

104,003 10 7 

6 j 3 s 9. 

— . S 9 

— — 11,881 4 4, 

— ii2»779 0 10 

— 168,682 6 I 

— 509 10 o 

42,394 it 5 

456,513 8 4 

16 6 

— 348,868 16 5 

— - 7,139 13 6 

85,391 I 8 

— 445,041 o 9 

— 8,943 4 3 

1,386,888 16 6 

— 47,9** 8 

39,399 7 6 

— • 134,634 19 6 

— 68,087 11 9 

— 3,379 II 4 

76,346 13 O 

— 1,719 9 3 

36,653 8 9 

i50>Sif 5 5 

6,706 8 5 

— S»730 T9 4 


to Christmas 1775. 

Experts, 
£. 663,113 711 

43,889 10 1 

161,399 4 Id 

68,571 19 8 

845,707 16 6 
1,006,601 6 7 

385,776 4 o 
i,337»SS* I 10 
28 10 4 
1,873,860 14 5 
1,918,803 18 10 
18,336 4 4 
848,739 o 1 
13,118 14 7 

533.379 10 1 

196,339 1 3 

839,073 7 6 

63,098 6 9 

36,308 o o 
118,475 6 o 
98,371 4 6 

1,891 IS 7 
39,333 o 9 
ao,6Cs 1 o 
• 93.^3 I 3 

148,817 9 3 

10,051 18 9 
316,867 19 6 

k4,859 9 I 

9B4 6 4 

45>679 I* 7 
51,503 7 2 

62,932 19 B 
202,761 I 6 

6,467 9 9 

683,45! 8 10 

14,974 6 I 
9.181 14 8 

537,055 15 10 

77.744 I 4 

2,133 16 4 

289,314 19 7 

37,033 18 4 
436,448 17 3 

63,607 19 10 
1,148 3 6 


145,619 

0 

2 

371 

38,444 

H 

4 

3 

$ 

30.453 

19 

2 

30,049 

2 

0 

48,000 

5 

2 

26,927 

3 

3 

589,803 

14 

5 

3*8,904 

1 s 

8 

3S»94i 

5 

7 

15,114 

i8 

11 

11,406,841 

3 

8 

14,763,353 

2 

4 

333563411 

18 

S 
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1773 By tlw Cilwlatians of the Abb£ D’E^cpilly, publiflied about tbi^ time In Paris, and prcfcnt- 
od by the author in perfon to the French King, it appears, that from the year 1691 to 1700, 
incluiive, France contained 35*^27 pariflic^, in which, within the above period, by an exaft 
and complete abftraft, taken from the public rcgifters, there were 7,679,083 births ; 1,807,891 
marriages, and 6,784,724 deaths. From 1754 to 1763, inclufively, being a like period of 
nine years, and in the fame 35,127 parities, there were 8,532,110 births ; 1,893,472 marriages, 
and 6,564,694 deaths : and from 1754 to 1763, in the 42,105 parifties contained in the king- 
dom of Fi*ancc, in which- thofe ofLorraine and Bar are comprized, 8,661,381. births ; 4,663,822 
being boys, and 3,997,560 girls j— 1,922,163 marriages, and 6,664,161 deaths, 3,460,241 
being men and boys, and 3,203,920 women and girls. 

The number of chriflenings and burials within the bills of mortality in Lond««, &c. from 
December 15, 177", to December *14, 1773, is as follows: , 

Chriftened, males 8,549 Buried, males 10,839 

females 8,256 fSmales 10,817 

16,805 21,656 


At Pans, there were in this year, — births 18,847; deaths 18,518; marriages 4.810 ; found- 
lings I'cccivcd in the hofpiial 5,989. • 

At Newcaftlc and Gatcihead, births 767 ; deaths 596. 

774 His Majefty's fpeech from the throne, on January 13, contained nothing very remark- 
able : its chief objeft was to recommend a particular attention to the ft ate of the gold coin, 
vJiich had fiiffcrcd a very nlarniing degree of diminution, and to continue the endeavours of 
the laft feihon towards reftoring it to its natural ftate of value and credit. America was not 
even mentioned. But no fooncr did advice arrive of the outrages committed on board the tea 
ihips at Bofton, than both Houfes received a meffage from the King, in which they were in- 
formed, that in confcqucnce of the unwarrantable prafliccs carried on in North America, and 
particularly of the violent proceedings at the town and port of Bofton, with a view of obftruft- 
ing the commerce of this kingdom, and upon grounds and pretences immediately fubverfivc 
of its conflitution, it was thought fit to lay the whole matter before Parliament, in full con- 
fidence that they would not only enable the crown to take fuch meafures as might be molt 
likely to put aftop to thofe diforders, but would alfo take into their moflifcrious confidcration, 
what further regulations and permanent provifions might be ncceflary to be cftablifticd, for 
better fecuring the laws, and the juft: dependence of the colonies upon the Crown and Pailia- 
ment of Great Britain, 

This meflage was accompanied w'itli a great number of authentic papers to juflify the pro- 
priety of it, which contained all the neceftary information relative to the late tranlaftions in 
Maflachufet, and in other parts of America; and a bill was brought into Parliament, wliich, 
after confiderablc debates in both Houfes, received the royal aflent, for removing the officers 
concerned iu the collcflion of the cuftoms from jthc town of Bofton in the province of Mafla- 
chufei’s Bay in North America, and to difeontinue the landing and difeharging, lading and 
fhipping of goods, wares and merchandize, at the fiiid town of Bofton or within the harbour 
theieob” 

This bill, called the Bofton Port Bill, was pafled into a law on the following principles — 
That the oppofition to the authority of Parliament had always originated in the colony of 
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1774 Mailacfjufet, arrd tliat the colony itfeif had ever been infligated to fuch condud hy.the i^jtloq, 
proceedings of tliC town of jBofloa. That if, therefore, became neccllary to begin with that 
town, wliicli, fay a late unparalleled outrage, had led the way to the dsilroftion of commerce 
in ail parts of America : that if a fevere and exemplary puniflimcnt was not inflifted on this 
heinous aft. Great Britain would be wanting in the proteftion flje owed to her inoft peaceable 
and meritorious fubjefts ; and that had fuch an infult been offered to Critifh property in a 
foreign port, the nation would have been called upon to demand fatisfaftjon for it.*’ 

The reflraining claufes of this aft ate, however, accompanied with one of a conciliating 
nature, as follows : 

“ That whenever it lhall be made to appear to his Majcfty, &c. that the trade of Great 
Britaip may be fafely carried on in the town of Bofton, and his Majefty’s cuftoms duly col- 
lefted, it rtiall be lawful for hk Majcfty, by proclamation or order of council, to affign and 
appoint the extent, bounds and limits of the port or harbour of Bofton, f>tc. and alfo to ap- 
point fuch places, wharfs, Jdc. within the harbour, &c. for the landing and fhipping of goods, 
as his Majcfty ihall judge neceffary, and to appoint fuch officers of the cuftoms as his Majcfty 
lhall think fit ; after which it ihall be lawful for any perfon to lade or to difeharge and land 
upon fuch wharfs, &c. fo appointed. 

“ Provided alfo, that nothing contained in this aft, lhall exteiid to enable his Majefty to 
appoint fuch port, wharfs, &c. at Jlollon, until fuflkient fatisfaftlon lhal! have been made 
by, or on behalf of the town of Bofton, to tlie Eaft India Company, for tlie damage fullained 
by the deftruftion of their goods fent to Bofton, &c, and until rcafonable fatisfaftiqn Iha’l 
have been made to the officers of the revenue and others, who luffcied by the riots in the months 
of November and December, in the year 1773, and in the month of January, in 1774.” 

But the Bofton Port Bill formed only one part of the coercive plan propofed by the Miniftrv 
as the cffeftual method of bringing her back to a Hate of obedience. It was foon followed by 
a bill “ for the better regulating Government in the province of Maffachufet’s Bay,” 'J hc 
purpofe of which was, to alter the conftitution of that province as it flood upon the charter of 
King William ; to take the whole executive {Mwer out of the hands of the democratic part, 
and to veil the nomination of counfcllors, judges, magiftrates, &c. in the crown, and in 
feme cafes,, in the King’s governor, aitd all to be removcablc at the plcafurc of the crown.' 

The grounds alleged for bringing in this bill were as follows : 

'That the province of Maffachufet’s Bay not only promoted diftraftions witliin itfelf, but fi t 

an ill example to all the colonies ; — that an executive power was wanting ; that the I’oiFc 

Coroitatus, of which the civil power confifts, were the very people who committed the riots 
that there was a toul defeft in the conllitutional power throughout;— and that it, therefore, 
became abfolutcly neceffary to change the whole frame of Uie Maffiicliufct’s govcrnjient, as far 
as related to the executive and judicial powers. » ^ 

This bill produced very long and animated debates, but was paffed in both Houfes by very 
great majorities. 

The difpofition fa prevalent in both Houfes of Parliament to ftrong mcafures, and the ge- 
neral opinion of the people co-operating with them, encouraged the Miniftry to proceed in 
their plan of reducing America to obedience ; and another bill was foon after propofed, “ For 
the impartial adminiftration of juflke in the cafes of perfons queftioned for any afts done by 
them in the execution of the laws, or for the fuppreffion of riots and tomulu in the province 
of Maflachufet’s Bay in New England.” 
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1774 Tins bill provided* tliat in cafe any pcrfon was indi£):ed in that province for murder, or 
any other capital offence, and that it Hiould appear to the governor, that the fa£t was corn** 
mined in the cxcrcifc or aid of magiftracy^ in fopprefling tumults and riots, and that a fair 
trial could not be had in the province, he Ihould fend the pcifon fo indiaed, &c. to any co- 
lony,* or to Great Britain, to be tried. — This aft was made to continue for four years. 

It was urged that this bill was neceflary to give efficacy to the two former. --That it was in 
vain to appoint a magiftracy that would* aft, if none could be found wlu> would dare to exe- 
cute their orders : that tliefc orders would mptt probably be reflfted by force, which would 
call forth an exertion of force to execute the laws : that, in this cafe, blood would probably be 
Ipilled ; and that it would be dangerous in any one to rllk the event, though in the execution 
of the moft evident duty, if the rioters thcmfcives, or their abettors, were to be his judges.— 
This mode of proceeding vras alfo jnfliiied by examples. 

This bill being carried with tlie fame fuperior ftrcngtli that had marked the fuccefs of the 
two preceding ones, the miniflry were encouraged to propofe a fourth, at the clofe of the 
feffion, for making more cffeftual provifion for the government of the province of Quebec, in 
North America. 

By this bill, the limits of that province were extended much further than they flood at the 
time of the laift general peace. The affairs of the province were fubinitted to the direftion of 
a council, in which the King’s Roman Catholic fybjefts in Canada were to be admitted ; the 
members of this council were to be appointed by the crown, and removable at its option ; it 
was to be invefted with the powers of Icgiflation, and to excrcife all the funftions annexed to 
fuch powers, excepting that of impoflng taxes. The French laws were eftabliflied, in civil 
caufes, without a jury ; and the Englifh laws, with a trial by jury, only in criminal matters. 
The Roman Catholic fccular clergy were fccured in their pofleflions, and in the receipt of their 
ul'ual tytlies from people of their own communion. 

This bill, though opiwfcd with great fpirit and abiliiV, in both Houfes, was equally fuccefs- 
ful with thole that preceded it ; but as it feemed, or was eafily flrained to wear the appearance 
of containing principles hoftUc to liberty and the Proteftant religion, it produced no fmali 
portion of public rufpicion and difappmbation. 

Bat while tlic Parliament of Great Britain was letting loofc the fpirit of coercion on the 
refraftory colonics, they were not idle in preparing to deprecate or refill it. 

The firft general congrefs was held at Philadelphia, on the 5th of September, in this year; 
when fifry-onc delegates were prefenr, viz. for New Hamplhire, mo\ MaffachufePs Bay, 
four ; Rhode llland, two ; Conncfticut, three ; New York, feven ; New Jerfcy, four; Penn- 
fylvania, feven ; Ntwcaftlc, &c. counties, three; Maryland, four; Virginia, feven; North 
Carolina, three; South Carolina, five. 

Among other rcfolutions, the following was agreed to at this convention, viz. 

Not to import or confunic any Britlfli goods, wares, or merchandize, after December i;— 
nor export any of the produce of the faid colonies to Great Britain after the September fol- 
lowing. 

A petition to tlie King for redrefs of grievances was figned by five delegates from twelve 


colonics at Philadelphia. 

The Houfe of Commons, this feffion, went into a committee to confider of the prefent 
ftate of the linen manufafturc ; when it appeared trout witneflis examined at the bar of the 
Houfe, that the linen manufa£kuic of Scotland had decreafed between two and three millions 
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of yards in the courfc of laft year ; that the value of what was ftamped daring the fame period^ 
was Ihort of the preceding year 226,oool« ; that the average prtcc of the cloth fold in the year 
1769, was I2d. 3-nths the yard ; and, in the year 1773, but 9d- 5‘-24ths; that four whole 
counties, GJalgow and Paiilcy included, out of 6,000 looms, bad 2,500 unemployed ; that 
the proportion of thofc that were in general idle, was at leaft one-third ; that out of a certain 
diftrift in the county of Sutherland, 600 out of ^1,800 fpinners had emigrated, and fo in pro- 
portion in fcveral other places therein fpecified ; that fomc of the linens of 1771 were ftill on 
hand unfold ; and, on the whole, that there were not, in the beginning of the prefent year, 
much more than half the weavers employed throughout the kingdom of Scotland and north of 
England. 

In the adjourned committee of enquiry, Mr. Paine, governor of the Bank, undenVent a 
long examination ; and it appeared, from his teftimon)^ that the imports of foreign linens, 
for four feries of five years, commencing in 1752, and ending in 1771, were 31, 24, 27, and 

26.000. 000 yards per annum ; that in 1772, it was 27,000,000; but, in 1773, had fallen to 

17. 000, (^00; which fell Ihort of the lowcft import, being that of 1762, at the conclufion of 
the late war That the value of the exports from Great Britain to Holland and Germany, 
from 1758 to 1763, amounted to 28,000,000!, ; that from 1760 to 1766, they had fallen, on an 
average, to 4,000,000!. and a fraftron each year ; but that from the latter period to 1771, they 
had ftill further decreafed one-fourthj^ or to 3,000,000!. and a fraftion annually : that tlic 
drawback on exportation had varied from 1752 to 1771, from 44,000!. to 76,000!. and in the 
number of yards exported, from 7 to 10,000,000 : that during the above period, the bounties 
paid on Britifh and Irifti linens exported, were from 18, cool, to 63,000!. ; and, on an average 
of the three years preceding 1773, 6i,oooL per annum ; that the duties payable on the impor- 
tation of foreign linens for twenty years paft, was 173,000!. per annum; that the home 
confamption of foreign linens was about 18,000,000 of yards yearly ; and that the whole of 
the foreign linen import did not exceed 700,000!. and a fiaftion, exclufive of w'hat was im- 
ported from Ruffia, which w^as generally 4,000,000 yards per annum. 

It appears by the export entries at the cuftom-houfe, at Dublin, that the linen trade alone 
had decreafed 5,000,000 of yards, of the invoice value of 350,000!. in the year 1772 ; and by 
the exports from March 1772, to March 1773, they further decreafed onc-tliird, which 
brought them under 900,000! ; fo that the exports of linen and yarn, taken together, fell ibort 
of i,ioo,oool, which was little more than half of their amount in 1771. 

The quantity of woollen drapery imported into Dublin in this year was as follows . 

FromChefler, 129,918 

Brifiol, S^ 7 S& 

Total, 181,674 

The quantity of muflins imported in the fame period, amounted to 65,951 yards. 

The net duties received at the cuftom-boufe of Dublin, for goods imported and exported 
there, from the 3d of January, 1774, to the 3d of January, 1775, inclufivc, amounted 

to 360,2601. ; of which 352,3091. was on goods imported, and 7,95ih on goods exported. 

The duty on hops, for this year, amounted to 138,800!. and upwards. 

The cxcifeonbccrand ale, from January 1774, to January 1775, amounted to 1,385,420!. 10s. 
-—The whole revenue of the excUe amounted to 3,487,129). las. 6d. 
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774 It appeared from the cxcifc bookSf that the coach-tax, from 1772, to Midfummcr, In thia 
year, produced upwards of 42,000!. and was daily incrcafing. 

The following refolutioii was reported to the Houfe of Commons, from the committee ap- 
pointed to confider of the ftatc of the gold cola That there be made, under the diredion 
of the officers of his Majefty’s mint, one weight of a guinea, and or^e weight of a (hilling ; and 
alfo other weights, being parts and multiples of the faid guinea weight and (hilling weight, 
according to the eftablifhed ftandard of this realm ; which fcveral weiglits, after they have 
been afeertained by the report of the faid officers, and approved by his Majefly in council, 
ffiall be the ftandard weights for regulating and afcertaining all weights to be made ufe of for 
weighing the gold and filver coin of this realm, and fliall be lodged in the cuftody of an officer 
to be appointed for that purpofe, with a falary to be paid out of the coinage duti^ifr; and any 
weights which (hall from thcnceforttjC be made ufe of for weighing tiie gold and filver coin of 
this realm, (hall not be reputed and taken to be true and perfeft, unlefs they have been com- 
pared with the faid ftandard weights ; and, in teftimony thereof, marked by the officer to 
whom the cuftody of the faid ftandard weights (hall be entrufted. 

An aft was founded on this refolution ; and, fome time in the month of Oflober, the mint 
officers prefented, for the approbation of his Majefty in council, four boxes of very accurate 
weights, as ftandards for weighing the coin of thefe kingdoms ; two feries of which, one for 
gold, and the other for filver, were to be preferved in the mint, as originals ; the otliers, as 
duplicates or copies of the fame, were delivered to the* proper officer appointed for comparing 
and marking all fuch weights for common ufe •, and from the laft day of December following^ 
no money weights were to be deemed legal but fuch as were damped by the faid officer, ac- 
cording to the above-mentioned aft of Parliament* 

It appeared, at this time, that the deficient gold money paid into the Rank, together with 
the light money at the above place, amounted to 3,418,0601. 

A proclamation was iiTued on the 15th of Oftober, forbidding the exportation of gun- 
powder, arms, or ammunition, from any part of Great Britain, for fix months , and even 
prohibiting the carrying of any coaftwife, without firft obtaining a fpccial licence for fo doing 
from the King or his privy council, — From this prohibition, however, the mafter-gencral of 
the ordnance was excepted. 

By a very exaft calculation it was made evident, that 94,000 head of black cattle, and up- 
wards of 800,000 fiicep and lambs were fold at Sraithfield market during this year. 

In the courfe of this year 4,106 fliips cleared from Newcaftle ; of which 3,720 were coafters, 
and 386 for foreign parts. 

The number of vcfficls which paffied the Sound in 1774, was as follows 


Danilh, 

Ships, 

892 

Roftockers, 

Ships 

59 

Dutch, 

2.447 

Hamburghers, 

40 

Englifli, 

2 . 38 s 

Spauifh, 

]8 

Swedifli, 

1,227 

Portuguefe, 

2 

French, 

39 

Lubeckers, 

47 

Bremeners, 

186 

Oftenders, 

14 

Pruffians, . 

284 

Embdeners, 

207 

Ruffians, 


Oldciiburghcrs, 

3 

Dantzickers, 

194 

Courlanders, 

4 

Amovtnting, iu 

tlie whole, to 8,084 veflcis. 
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The following bills relating to trade and commerce, received the royal aflent during the 
courfc of this year. 

For allowing the exportation of com and grain to his Majefty’s fu^ar colonics in America, 
and to regulate the importation and exportation of wheat, meal, malt, &c. to Gucrafey, 
Jerfey, Alderney, and Saik. 

For reducing the duties payable upon the exportation of gum Senegal, 

For allowing the free importation of faked provifions from Ireland. 

For allowing the exportation of bifeuit and peas to Newfoundland. 

For the immediate removal of the ol&cers of the cuAoms from Bofton in Maflachufet’s Bay, 

For improving and preferving certain fen lands in the ifl^nd of Ely, &c. 

Foi^putting into execution certain propofals of the Dukes of Buccleugh and Queenfbury, 
for redeeming certain annuities granted by the propr fetors of the Bank of Ayre, See, 

To continue an a£l for eltabliftiing Certain free ports in Jamaica. 

For better regulating infurances upon lives, and for prohibiting all fuch infuranccs, except 
in cafes, where the perfons infuring fliall have any intereft in the life or death of the perfons 
infured. 

To amend an aft for the more cffcftually preventing frauds and abufes by perfons employed 
in the manufaflure of hats, woollen, linen, and cotton manufafturcs. 

To regulate the prices of corn impericdand exported. 

For continuing an aft for allowing the exportation of rice from Carolina and Georgia to 
the South of Cape Finifterre. 

To prevent the exportation of utenfils employed in the cotton manufafturc. 

For improving, See, the navigation of the river Caldcrs. 

For improving, &c. the navigation of the river Thames. 

For regulating and afeertaining the weight's to be made ufc of in weighing the gold and 


filvcrcoin. 

For foppJying the fum granted for tlie rc-coinage of the gold coin. 

For a free importation of Indian corn, for a Ji railed time. 

Supplies granted by Parliament for the year 1774 : 

For 20,000 fcamcn, including 4,354 marines, — 

For 18,024 land forces, including 1,5^^ invalids — 

For maintaining forces and garrifons in the Plantations, flee. 

For defraying tlic difference of pay between the Britilh and Irllhcfla- 
blilhments of five battalions of foot, Jcc. — — 

For the pay of general and ftaff-olficcrs, — — 

On account of the out-peiifioners of Chelfca Hofpital, — 

On account of reduced officers of the land forces and marines. 

For allowances to the feveral officers and private gentlemen of the 
two reduced troops of horle-guards, &c. — — 

For penfions to widows of certain reduced officers, — 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fcrvice, 

For the fervices of ditto, for ditto, not provided for by Parliament, 
in 1773, _ 

For the otdmary of the navy, ~ ~ _ 


& 

S, 


1,040,000 

0 

0 

638,630 

16 

lO 

375.062 

»3 

45 * 

4,627 

0 

3 

*>.473 

18 

(n 

122,731 

5 

0 

107,525 


2 

1,010 

2 

1 

628 

0 

0 

*44,699 

*7 

S 

*6.425 

.0 

2 

444,188 

4 

3 
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Brought over. 

For building and repairs of Hiips of war, &c* 

On account of new foads and bridges in North Britain, 

To the Britilb Mufeum, — 

On account of general furveys m Ncu-th America, ~ 

On account of the civil eftabliflimcnt of Senegambia, 

Ditto of Nova Scotia, — 

Ditto of Georgia, ~ ^ 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, ~ — — 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — — — . 

For paying oft* certain Exchequer bills, See, — 

Towards tlic cxpencc which fhall be incurred, in calling in and re- 
joining the deficient gold coin, See. — — 

Towards extraordinaries of the army, Sec. — — * 

To David Hartley, Efq, towards enabling him to defray the charge of 
experiinents, to afeertain the utility of his difeovery of a method to fccure 
buildings and fttips from fire, — — - — 

To replace to the finking fund the like fum paid? out of the fame, to 
make good cm tain deficiencies, — — — 

For repairing, maintaining, See. the Britifli forts and fettlcments on 

the coaft of Africa, — 

To make good to his Majefty the like fum, iffued in purfuance of the 
addrefles of the Hotifc of Commons, — ~ 

Towards dilcbarging a certain capital ftock of 3 per cent, annuities, 

T owards difciiarging the debt of the navy, — — 

Total of Supplies, 

Ways and Means for this year : — 

By certain farplufles, &c. — - 

Malt -UK, — — — — 

The land-tax, (at 3s.) — ~ “ 

By certain furplufles, — — * , “ 

By Exchequer bills, ^ — 

From the finking fund, ~ 

From certain monies paid into the Exchequer^ ~ 

Overplus of grants for ilic year 1773, ~ “ 

Balance of the two Icvenths of cxcifc 

Surplus of certain duties, — — ~ 

Balance from the Deputy Treafurer of Chclfca Hofpital, Ax. — • 

From the counties which have not raifed the militia, — 


Total of ways and means, 
Supply granted, 

Excefs of provifions, 

Z 


aC* 

d. 

3,017,002 17 

Ct 

420,729 0 

0 

6,998 18 

7 

2,000 0 

0 

2,08s 4 

0 

6,336 0 

9 ^ 

4^346 10 

5 

3,086 0 

0 

4,950 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1,000,000 0 

0 

250,000 0 

0 

288,030 19 


2,500 0 

0 

43.^45 >2 

8 

13,000 0 

0 

10,100 0 

0 

880,000 0 

0 

200,000 0 

0 

6,159,661 2 



d. 

113,190 11 

7 t 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1,500,000 0 

0 

619,303 7 

Si 

1,250,000 0 

0 

2,080,696 12 

K 

15,000 0 

0 

126,981 7 

5 

a 3»637 ” : 

to^ 

*0.237 S 

3 

16,500 0 

4 

30,561 9 

3 

6,546,108 5 

9 

6,159,661 2 

Ilf 

386,447 2 
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1774 A duty of 3d* per yard was this year ordered to be levied on all printed, painted, ftained, 
and dyed ftufFs, wholly made of raw cotton wool, and manufa 3 :ured in Great Britain. 

The following additional duties on fpirits, tic. which (hould be infported into the province 
of Quebec, were likewife voted in order to be applied towards ftiaking a more certain and ade- 
quate provifion for the charge of the adminiftration of jufticc,. and the fupport of civil govern- 
ment in that province : «. 

May 31* — A duty of 3d. fterling per gallon upon all brandy, or other fpirits of the manufac- 
ture of Great Britain : 6d. fterling per gallon on all rum, or other fpirits from any of his 
Majefty’s fugar colonies in the Weft Indies; and is. fterling per gallon on ail rum, or other 
fpirits, from any other of his Majefty’s colonies in America; is. fterling per gallon on ail 
foreigr* brandy, or other fpirits, of foreign manufacture, imported from Great Britain ; is. 
fterling per gallon on all rum, or other fpirits, of fhe produce or manufafture of any of the 
colonics in America, not in the poffefEon or under the dominion of his Majcfty, brought 
from any place except Great Britain : 3d. fterling per gallon ca\ all melafles and fyrups, which 
Ihould be brought m fhips or vclTels belonging to his Majefty’s fubjefts in Great Britain or 
Ireland, or to his Majefty’s fubjeds in the faid province; and 6d. fterling per gallon on the 
fame articles, brought in any other vcflcls in which the fame may be legally imported. 

"file faid duties to be levied and paid, over and above all other duties now payable by the 
faid province of Quebec, by virtue of any former afts of Parliament. 

A duty of il. i6s. fterling, was alfo voted to be paid for every licer>ce which fliou Id he 
granted, by the governor, lieutenant governor, or commander in chief, of the faid province, 
to any perfon or perfons, for keeping a houfc of public entertainment, or for felling or retail- 
ing urine, brandy, rum, or any other liquors, within the faid province. 

ExtrafI from the general bill of chriftenings and burials within the bills of mortality ia 
London, from December 14, 1773, to December 14, 1774. 

Chriftened, Males, 8,711 Buried, Males, 10,366 

Females, 8,287 Females, 10,518 

20,884 


At Liverpool,— births, 1,192; deaths, 1,129 ; marriages, 506. 

In the city of Norwich, — births, 1,090; deaths, 1,055. 

An eftimate made at this time by the Congrefs of America,, of tlic 
following provinces : 

In Maflachufet, — 

New Hamplhire, ~ 

Rhode Iftand, — .im. 

Connef^icut, ^ 

New York, — — 

New jerfey, — — ^ 

Pcnnfylvania, including the lower counties, 

Maryland, — — ^ 

Vii^inia, ~ 

North Carolina, 

South Carolina, — — 


number of fouls in the 
Peopk. 

400.000 

1 50.000 
59,678 

192.000 

250.000 

130.000 

350.000 

320.000 

650.000 

300.000 

225.000 


Total, 3,026,678 
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/75 Tiic laws which had been palTcd relative to the colony of Maflichufet’s Bar, and which 
were intended to operate both as a chaftifement for paft and a preventative of fu tare mi fde- 
iiicanors iii that province, were unfortunately produ^^ivc ot cfFcdts verv diffcrci)t from tln^fs 
which the fanguinc promoters of ihofc hills had hoped, and which adminiaration had held 
■out to the nation. T he caufe ot Boflon was, indeed, now becoiac the caufe of America. 

On the 3C>lh of September in the lallij'ear, a proclamation wai uncxpcdedly iillud for tlic 
diflbliition of tiie Parliament, and on the 30th of November following, the new Parliament 
aflcniblcd. l*hc fpeech from the throne dated, that a inoft dariiig fpirit of refiUaiicc and 
difobedicncc to the law, ftiil unhappily prevailed and incrcafed in the province of MilTachufct’s 
Bay, and that thofc proceedings had been countenanced and encouraged in others of the colo- 
iiic.s, and unwarrantable attempts made to obftruft the commerce of the kingdom ky unlawful 
combinations; that fucli meafures haci been taken, and fuch orders given, as were judged to 
be mod cfTcClual for carrying into execution the laws which had been paffed in the lad fclHori 
of the late l^arliamcnt, for the prpteftion and fecurity of commerce, and for reftoring and pre- 
ferving peace, order, and good government in the province of Mailachufei’s Bay ; that Par- 
liament might depend upon a dim and dedfaft refoUition to withftand every attempt to weaken 
or impair the fupreme authority of the Britifli I^egiflature, over all the dominions of thccrowiu 
tlic maintenance of which was confidcred as edentiai to the dignity, fafety, and welfare of the 
Britifli empire ; his Majedy being aflured of rcceivirtg the aflidanceand fupport of Parliamcrit, 
while adingupon thefc principles.** Such was the fubdance of the royal fpcccb, and aidrciics 
in conformity to it, were voted in both Houfes, by very grcatmajoriiies. 

On the meeting of Parliament, January 20, Lord Chatham, in tlic Ploufc of Lords, moved 
an addrefs to his Majedy, for recalling the troops from Bodon,** which was rejected by a 
majority of 68 againft 18. 

January 23. — The merchants of London prefented a petition to the Houfe of Commons, on 
the fituation of affairs in America. Petitions of a fiinilar nature were prefented from Bridol, 
(ilafgow, Norwich, Liverpool, Birmingham, he. 

February I. — The Earl of Chatham offered to the Houfe of Lords a bill, the intent of which 
was to fettle the troubles of America. The contents of this famous bill were, a fpecific ac- 
knowledgment of the fuprcmacyof the iegiflature, and the fupcrlntcnding power of the Britifli 
Parliament. It declared, that no taxes or charges Ihould be levied in America, but with the 
free confent of their affcmblics. It afferted a right in the crown to keep and flation a nuiitary 
force eftahliflied by law, in any part of its dominions ; but declared, tliat it could not be law- 
fully employed to enforce implicit and illegal fubmiflion. It authorifed the holding of a con- 
grefs, in order to recognize the fupreme fovereignty of Great Britain over the colonics, and to 
fettle at the fame time an annua! revenue upon the crown, difpofable by Parliament, and app'i* 
cable to the exigencies of the nation. On complying with thefc conditions, tJie a£ls complain- 
ed of by Congrefs were to be fufpended, with every other meafure pointed out as a grievance ; 
and the conflitution of their governments to remain as fettled by their chartcis. This bill, 
however, notwithftanding the importance of its objcfl, and die illuflrious charadcr of the 
noble lord who framed it, was rejeaed without referve, and not permitted even to lie upon 
the table. 

Febrnary 2.— A petition was prefented to the Houfe of Commons from the planters of the 
Sugar Colonies, refiding in Great Britain, and the merchants of London trading to thofe 
colonics. 
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III Cih petition they fet forth their great alarm at the ulToci^tioii catered into by the conti- 
nental congrefs, ill confequcncc of wliich all trade between -North America and the Weft 
Indies was to ceafe at a certain clay, unlefs the a&s of J^adiainent therein fpecihed were repeal 
cd by that time. They ftated, that the Bjitilh property in the Weft India lllands, amounted 
to upwards of thirty millions ftcrling,— that a further property of many millions was employ^ 
cd in the commerce created by the faid iiluiids, a commerce comprehending Africa, the taft 
Indies and Europe ; and that the whole proftt**. and prod vice of thole capitals ultimately center- 
ed in Great Britain, and added to the national wealth ; while the navigation neceflary to all its 
•branches, eftablillicd a ftrength which wealth could neither purebafe nor balance. 

They ihewed, tliat the fugar plantations in the Well Indies arc fubjecl to a greater variety 
of cofningcncics than many other fpecics of property, from their neccilaiy dependence on cx- 
terfuil fupport; that, therefore, fhould any interruption happen in the general lyftem of their 
commerce, llio gi eat national ftock, thus vefled and employed, iimft become prccaiious and 
unprolitable ; that the profits arifing from the then exifting ftate of thofc illands, and that 
might be likely to arife from their future improvement, in a great mcafurc depend on a tree 
and reciprocal intercourfc between them and the feveral provinces of North America, from 
whence they are futniflied with provifions and other fupplics, abfolutejy necefTaiy for their 
fupport and the maintenance of tljcir plantations. 

They then proceeded to prove, thaV they could not be fupplied from any other market, and 
in any degree proportionable to their wants, with thofe articles of indifpenfablc neceflitv, 
which they then derived from the middle colonies of North America ; and that if the agree- 
ment and aflTociatiou of the congrefs took full effeft, the iflands would be reduced to the 
greateft diftrefs. 

Ff.hmary 6,— ‘The Minifter opened his defighs with refpeft to America; the mcafures now 
propol’ed to the Eloufe were, to fend a greater force to America, and to pafs a temporary aft, 
fufpending all the foreign trade of the different colonics of New England, and particularly the 
New England fifhery, until they confcntccl to acknowledge the fupreme authority of the Britilh 
Lcgillature, pay obedience to the Jaws of this realm, and make a due fubmilTioii to the King; 
on doing which, thefe reftriftions Ihould be taken off, and their real grievances, on making 
]>roper application Hiouid be rcdrefTcd. 

ddie addrefs Voted in confcqucnce of the miniftcrial motion, fully coincided with all the 
views he had unfolded, and it concluded with a declaration, “ that it is the fixed rcfoliition of 
his faithful Commons, at the hazard of their lives and properties, to ftand by his Majefty, 
againll all rebellious attempts, in the maintenance of his juft rights and thofe of the two 
Houles of Parliament. 

On the very next day a conference was held Ijctwccn the two Houfes, wherein they both 
agreed to unite in the addrefs ; which, being carried to the Throne, was anfwered by an af- 
furance of taking due mcafures to enforce the requifitions of it, and was accompanied witli a 
xneffage from the King, requefting the Commons to take the moft fpcedy and cffcftual means 
of carrying into execution the meafurcs they had fo ftrongly recommended* 

February zo.~Lord North moved the following refolution, which was carried by a great 
majority, “ That When the Governor, Council, Affembly, or General Court of his Majefty's 
provinces or colonies, lhall propofe to make provifion, according to their refpeftive conditions, 
circumftaucts aivd fituations, for contributing their proportion to the common defence, fuch 
proportion to be raifed under the authority of the General Court, or General Affembly of fuch 

province , 
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/75 province or colony, and difpofabIeT:)y Parliament; and fhall engrrge to make provifion alfo for 
the fupport of the civil government, and the adminiilration of juftice in fuch province or 
colony, it Will be proper, if fuch propofal llionld be approved by Iiis MijcUy In Parliament, 
and for fo long as fuch provifion filould be made accordingly, to forbear in xcl’pe£t of fucli 
province or colony, to levy any duties, tax, or afleifiiicnt, except onlv fucli duties as it may 
be expedient to impofc for the regulation of commerce ; the net produce of the duties laft 
mentioned, to be carried to the account of fuch province, colony, or plantation rcfpc£l ivcly.’* 
February to . — A motion was made in the Houfe of Commons, to bring in a bill to rcllrain 
the trade and commerce of the provinces of Maflacluifet’s Bay and* New Hanipfhire ; the colo- 
nics of Connefticiit and Rhode Ifland, and Providence Plantation in North America, to 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the Brjtifli Iflands in the Weft Indies ; and to proIiTblt fucli pro- 
vinces and colonies from carrying on any filhery on the banks of Newfoundland, or other 
places therein to be mentioned, under certain conditions, and for a limited time. 

The reafons offered in fupport of this hill were, that as the Americans had entered into 
agreements not to trade with this kingdom, it was but juft that they fhould not be fuffered la 
trade with any other nation ; that tlieir charter reftrifted them to the of navigation, and 
that the feveral relaxations of that law were fo many afts of grace and favour, which from 
tlieir difobedicnce they no longer merited to enjo^ ; and that as the fdhcrics on the hanks of 
Newfoundland, as well as all the others in North America, were the undoubted right of (ireat 
Britain, it was but juft that a rebellious people lliould be deprived of the advantages rcfulting 
from them* 

The eppofition againft this bill was greatly ftrengthened by a petition from the merchants 
and traders of London who were intcrefled in the American commerce, and were permitted to 
be heard by their counfe! againft the bill, at the bar of the Hoiifc, 

In the courlc of the evidence it appeared, that fo far back as tiie year 1764, the four pro- 
vinces of New England employed, in their feverai fithcrics, no Icfs thvan 45,880 ton of Ihip- 
ping, and 6,00a mariners; and that the produce of their fifheries in tlic foreign markets for 
that year, amounted, in ftcriing money, to the fum of 37.?,22ol. i6s. It alfo apjicarcd, that 
llie fillicries had increafed very much fince that time ; that the New England fifh were much 
better than thofe taken by Ihips fitted out from Great Biitain ; that all the materials ulcd in 
the fiiheries, except fait, and the timber of which the vcffels were built, w'crc taken from this 
country, and that the net proceeds of the fllh were remitted here. 

It w^as alfo given in evidence, that neither the whale nor the cod fiflicriea could be carried 
on to any degree of equal extent and advantage, either from Newfoundland or Great Britain, 
as from North America ; that there were many local circuraltanccs and feme natural advan- 
tages in favour of the latter, which could neither be counteraacd or fupplied ; that with refpefit 
to transferring the fisheries to Nova Scotia or Quebec, were government even to furnifli them 
with a capital, they had neither veflels nor men ; nor could they procure them from any other 
place than New England ; that, in any cafe, the prohibiting one filhery, and the creation ot 
another, may take up a large portion of time, and that, in the interval, the trade would be 
inevitably loft; and that the people belonging to the American fifheries hadluch an abhorrence 
of the military government eftablifhed at Halifax, and fo itivinciblc an avcrfioiv to the loofe 
habits and manners of the people, that nothing could induce them to remove thither, even 
fuppofing them reduced to the ncccffity of emigration. It alfo appeared, that there was near a 
million of money owing from New England to London, 
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I’j'jj Tb,c mdcnce aMo ftatcd to t\ie Hovite, tiaat t\\c calamiues iproceedvng trotn tVis VjU vroxild 
fcd\, \vv a vw'j ^attkolaT tnannct, iipon thofe who, from the vutuv’c of their occupations, muft 
■fee innocent-, for as the people hciongmg to the fiiheries pafs the grcatcft part of the year at 
fea, they could have no lhare in the criminal conduft 'which was imputed to others ; that the 
cafe of the inhabitants of Nantucket was peculiarly hard ; that this extraordinary people, a- 
mounting to between five and fix thoufand in number,, nine-tenths of whom arc quakers, in- 
habited a barren illand fifteen miles long and three broad ; tlic produce of which, was fcarccly 
equal to the maintenance of twenty families : that from the only harbour which this ifland 
poflcflTcs, the inhabitants, by an aftonifhing exertion of induftry, conftantly employ 140 vef- 
fcls, of which eight arc continually engaged in the importation of provifions, and the reft in 
the while fifliery i which, with an invincible perfeverance, they have extended from the frozen 
regions of flic Pole, to thccoafts of Africa, to the Srazils, and even as far fouth as the Falk- 
land Iflands ; fome of their filhing voyages continuing for fo long a fpacc as twelve montlis. 
I'hc particular cafe of thefe people was fo remarkable, that a motion proceeded from adminif- 
nation to afford them relief. 

At the fame time, a petition was prefented by*the merchants, traders, &c, of Poole, in 
Dorfctlh'itc, in dire& oppofiiion, though not perhaps with equal authority, to that of 
London. 

This petition ftated, that the reftfaints laid upon the colonies would not, by any means, 
be injurious to Britifh commerce ; that the foreign markets might be amply fop^died by ex- 
tending the Newfoundland fifticry from England ; that the faid fifhery already exceeded half a 
million annually, all which centered in this kingdom, whereas the profits of the colony fifit- 
eries went elfewhei-e ; tliat the fifhery from the mother-country is a never failing nurfery of 
feainen for the navy, while the American feamen were not compellable to ferve their country 
in time of war. It concluded with foliciting fuch encouragement to the Britifli fifhery to 
Newfoundland, as Parliament fhould think beft adapted to the enlargement of it. In fhort, 
Jt appeared, that about 400 fliips of 36,000 tons burthen, 2,000 fifliing fhallops of 20,000 tons 
burthen, and 20,000 mariners, 6cc. were employed in the Britifh Newfoundland filhery ; that 
above 600, coo quintals of fifh were annually taken, which, upon an average of feven year!?, 
were worth 14s. per quintal ; and, with the other amounts, confifting of falmon, cod-oil, 
fcal, and furs, exceeded half a million yearly; and that of the 20,ooo-men from Great Britain 
and Ireland employed in that fiflicry, 8,oco neceflarily continued in Newfoundland all the 
winter. 

In every flage of this bufinefs the violence of debate rekindled ; the fame fplrit of oppofiiion 
. met it in the Houfc of Lords, where it was fo enlarged as to include in its reftridions the pro- 
vinces of New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, Virginia and Carolina. But this amendment?? 
did not meet with the concurrence of the Houfc of Commons, and the bill was pafTed without 
the propofed alteration. 

7 his bill was immediately followed by another, upon the principle of the amendment pro- 
pofed by the Lords in the laft, To reftrain the Trade and Commerce of the Colonics of 
New Jerfey^ Pennfylvania, Maryland, Virginia and South Carolina, to Great Britain, Ire- 
land, and the Britifh Iflands in the Weft Indies, under certain conditions and limitations. 

While this bill was in agitation, a long feries of important evidence in behalf of tlie Weft 
India merchants and planters, and in fupport of the petition which they had lately prefented, 
was laid before the Houfc. Mr. Glover, the author of Leonidas, and equally celebrated for 
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75 literary merit for commercial knowledge, appeared agent for the petitioners at the bar of 
theHonfe. 

It appeared from the evidence produced oa this occafion, that the fugar colonies were to be 
confidcred as vaft manufaftorics, with this peculiar diftint'lion from others, that they were 
obliged to raife their own njatcrials ; that the cane was the raw material ; fogar, rnclaires and 
rum, the manufadure; that the railing; of provillou was, and mull neccffarily continue to be, 
a very fecondary objeft ; that, if iiccelllty fhould at any time render it otherwife, the nianu- 
failure muft, of courfc, decline in proportion to the attention paid to the other ; but that the 
" fcarcity of land in the fmall iflands, the great value of cultivable land, for the purpofc of 
* railing the material in all, together with the excefllvc price of labour, and many infurraount- 
able natural impediments, rendered the railing pf any thing like a fulBcicnt ftock,of provifious 
utterly imprafticable* That the middle colonics of North America were the, great fourccs of 
fupply to the Weft India lllands, not only for provilion, but for an article equally nccclTary, 
which is underftood under the term lumber; and by which is meant every kind of timber and 
wood that is ufed in building and the cooperage; excepting only fonie particular cafes, whcic- 
in great ftrength and durability are required, and in which the hard woods piculiar to ilie 
tropical regions are preferable* 

It was alfo aflerted without referve, that no other fources of fupply could be opened cltlicr 
in America or in Europe, which, with refpedt toi time, quantity, and many other circum- 
fiances, could prevent the dreadful cfFeas of a famine in the Sugar lilands ; an event which 
w^ould be rendered Hill the more dreadful, by the vaft fuperiority of the negroes to the white 
people in number, and the horrible barl>arities which muft be expelled from them, inclrcum- 
flances of calamity that would deftroy all order and diftinftion among the moll civilized na- 
tions : and that if there was even a polTibility of averting this fatal event, the iflands would, 
notwkhftanding, be ruined, as their great ftaple commodities of fugar and rum would be ule- 
Icfs for want of calks to contain them ; and they could not receive ftaves from any part of 
Europe upon fuch terms as they were able to comply with* 

It appeared alfo in the courfe of this evidence, that on a very moderate calculation, in which 
large allowances were made for every poftiblc excefs, that the capital in thofe iflands, conflft- 
ing in cultivated lands, buildings, negroes, and flock of all kinds, did not amountt o lefs 
than 60,000, oooJ. fterling; that their exports for fome years pall to Great Britain, had a- 
mounted to about 190,000 lioglhcads and puncheons of fugar and rum ; amounting in weight 
to near 95,000 tons, and in value to about 4,000,000!. exclufive of a great number of finalier 
articles ; and of their very great export to North America ; tiiat their growth was fo great, and 
their improvements fo rapid, that within a very few years, their export of fugar to this king- 
dom, was increafed 40,000 hogflieads annually, amounting to about Soo,oool. in value. 

It appeared alfo to be extremely probable, though it was not (for perhaps it could not be) 
prccifely afeertained, that more than one half of that vaft capital of 6o,ooo,oooh was either 
the immediate property of, or wiwi owing to perfons refident in this country. It was alfo 
evident, that the revenue gained above 700,000!. per ann. upon the direft Weft India trade, 
exclufive of its eventual and circuitous produfls of the African trade ; and it was fully iKewn, 
that this immenfe capital and trade, as well as that of Africa, neither of which could fubfift 
without the other, were from nature and circumftanccs, in. a great mcafurc, if not wholly, 
dependent upon North America, 
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• March 22. Mr. Edmund Burke, in his fpcech on moving his conciliatory proportion* 

with rcl'pcft to the colonies, in taking a view of the trade of this country at different p< rif)ds, 
made it appear, that the whole exports to North America, the Weft Indies, and Afric i, in 
the year 1704, amounted only in value to 569,930!. and that in the year 1772, which was 
taken upon a medium, as being neitlier the higheft nor the lowcft of thofc which might have 
been applied to of late, the exports to the fame jrlaccs (including tlrofc from Scotland, which 
in 1704 had no exiftence) amounted to no Icfs than 6,024,17 il. being in the proportion of 
nearly eleven to one. 

He alfo fhewed, that the whole export trade of England, including that to the colonics, a- 
mounted at the firft period of 1704, to no more than 6,50.: .oool. Thus the trade to the c'olo' 
nics alqpc. was, at the latter period, within Icfs than half a miliion of being equal to what this 
great comnjercial nation carried on, at the beginning of the prefent century, with the whole 
world i and ftating, as he did at this period, the whole commerce of this country at 16,000,000, 
that to the colonics, which in the firft period conftituted but one twelfth of the whole, was 
now very confiderably more than one third. < 

But however aftonifliing the general encrcafe of the whole colonics at large might appear, 
the growth of the province of Pennfylvania is ftill more extraordinary. In the yc.ar 1704, the 
whole exports to tliat colony amounted to 11,819!. andiu 1772, were ri fen 10507,909!. being 
nearly fifty times the original demand, and almoft equal to the whole colony export at the 
firft period. 

jfprii i(). On this day hoftilitics may Ixt faid to have commenced in America. Cicneral 

Gage having fent a detachment to feixe or deftroy cannon and ammunition at Concord, were, 
on their return to Bofton, fired on at Lexington by fomc of the Prov’incials, when a fuceef* 
fion of Ikirmifhes took place, and fevcral on both fidcs were killed and wounded. 

Ajs >/7 27. — As the American filhcrics were now abolilhcd, it became nccelfary. to think of 
forming fome plan for fupplying their place, and to guasd againfr the ruinous confequences 
of the foreign markets either changing the cour.'c of coafumption, or falling into the hands of 
ftrangers, and thole, perhaps, hollile to this country. 

Theconfumption of fifli oil, as a fubftitutc for tallosv, was now become fo extenfive, as to 
render tliat alfo an objeft of great national concern i the city of London alone expending about 
300,0001. annually in that commodity. 

It feemed alfo to be neceffary in this critical period, to pay a more particular attention to the 
interefts of tire kingdom of Ireland, than had been the practice for many year*. It had ap- 
peared in the mafs of evidence which had lately been offered to the Houfe of Commons, that 
the exports ftom England to Ireland amounted, at this time, to 2,400,000!. per annurn, !*c- 
fides her fupporting a large and excellent army at all times ready for our dclencc ; and the im- 
menfe fums of her ready caflt, which her numerous abfcntccs, pcnfu.ncrs and placemen fptnd 
in this country. Yet, from oppicfiive reftriaions in trade, the kingdom was cut off from the 
benefit of her great natural ftaplc commodity, as well as excluded in general from tlie advan- 
tages which file might derive from her admirable fituation, and her great number of excellent 
harbours. 

The Minificr accordingly moved for a committee of the whole Honfe, to confider of the 
enc >uragcment proper to be given to the fifirerics of Great Britain and Ireland, and in the 
progrcL of tlie bill it was agreed, “ I'hat a bounty of 40I. be given to the firft icxjlhips that 
arrive wiih a cargo of 10,000 cod-filh, caught on the banks of Newfoundland; 20L for the 
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775^ loofiilps, and lol. for tht next too (hips* That a bounty of j;ooL be gi^ven to the fliip 
that arrives with the greateft quantity of whale oil ; 400I. for the next greateft quantity ; 300L 
for the next } 200I. for the next, and lool. for the next. That Ireland have liberty to import 
blubber and whalpfins, the fame as England : that the duty on feal fkins imported into Ire- 
land do ccafe and he no longer paid : that Ireland have leave to export cloathing to America, 
forfo much of riic army as they fupply and pay for; as alfo provifions, hooks, lines, aicts, 
tools and implements, for the purpofes of thcfilhcry; and that a bounty of 55. per barrel be 
given to all flax feed imported into Ireland. 

The following arc the principal events which took place in America in this year, and as they 
' will be found to operate materially on the future tranfaflions of the war which foliowad, a 
general ftatemctit of them, at Icaft, h cfllmtiai to this period of our biflory. # 

In the month of May, the Virginians came to a refolution not to exports tobacco to Great 
Britain ; and the provincial aflembly of New Jerfey prohibited all exports whatever. 

The fecond general Corigrefs met at Philadelphia, where they cflaidiflicd a paper currency 
for tlic fupport of a continental army, and took the Poft-olHcc into their own hands. They 
likcwifc rcfolvt'xl, that no negociation by bill, draught, or fupply, be done with ilritilh 
ofBcers or their agents and “ that the compafl between the Crown and the people of Maf- 
fachufet’s Bay be diflblvcd, 

The provincial aflcrnbly of South Carolina, alf® came to a refolution not to deal with any 
of the inhabitatits of Pool in Dorfctfliirc, 

On the 17th of June, a very ^bloody a£lion took place between the King's troops and tlic 
Provincials, on Bunker's Hill. 

In the month of July, the provincial aflcmbly of New York prohibited the exportation of 
provilions to the Newfoundland filliery ; and the non-importation of Britilh goods was agreed 
to in Georgia and Virginia, Congrefs, however, allowed the inipomtioii of military 
(lores, 

A Congrefs of Indian cliicfs and warriors met General Caricton and Colonel Johnfon at 
Montreal, and rclblved to fulfill their engagements with Great Britain. 

Every port in America was Ihut by a refolution of Congrefs ; who, a few days afterwards, 
rejcfled the propofition of [Parliament, made on the 20th of February, in this year: and, in 
the enfuing nionih, noa-cxporiation arkl non-importation took place throughout America 
in confcqucncc of that refolution. 

In the month of Augufl, the committee chamber of New York ftriftly forbad the fupplying 
of tlitc Brilifh troops in America with provifions : at the fame time, the provincial aflcrnbly 
of Pcnnfylvania rcfolvcd not to deal with certain Brithh merchants. 

About this time, upwards of 300CU in 36s. pieces, were feized on board a flxip in the river 
Thames, bound for Koflon ifi New' England* 

The States General of Holland iflued a proclamation, prohibiting the exportation of wir- 
like (lores to America: and in 0 »ftober, the King of Denmark publilhcd an cdi£l, forbidding 
his fubje^Is to give any affiftance to the American.^, 

A proclamation was alfo made in Uac Britifli Weft India IfiauJs, forbidding all intercom fc 
-vith the Americans. 

A great number of people having been tempted by American emiflarics to quit Scotland, 
migration from that country was prohibited, and particularly from the Weftern Iflands. 
VoL* IV. A a 
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1775 In the month of November, the provincial committee of Pcnnfylvania inftruScd their de-r 
legates, not to agree to any proportion in the general Congrefs, that might lead to a fepa- 
ration with the mother country, or to a change of government,” 

In December the Weft India planters and merchants in London^ petitioned the Houfc of 
Commons on American affairs. 

On the 23<1 of the fame month, a hill to prohibit all trade and intercourfc with the Ameri- 
can colonies, inafttfial rebellion, received the royal aflent. 

At the opening of the fefljon, a petition had been prefented to both Houfes of Parliament 
from the Affembly of Nova Scotia. U was feat from that affcmbly in confcquence of Lord 
• North’s conciliatory proportion ; and was intended, by thole who promoted it in that colony^ 
as a patrern and precedent for the reft. 1 be mode of granting a revenue, propofed by this 
affcmbly, was the payment of fome fpccific duty per cent, upon importation of all foreign 
commodities, bay fait only excepted ; by which means the amount of the revenue w^ould at 
all times bear a due relation and proportion to the opulence and confumption of tlic 
province, &c. 

Many caufes, however, concurred to lellen the effetV of this petition from Nova Scotia, 
That province had coft government immenie fums of money, without its growth or value ia 
any dcgccc correfponding with the cxpcnce. It was ftill unequal to the fupport of its own 
civil government, the expence of whidi was annually granted by Parliament; fo that thoioffer 
of a revenue in fuch circumftanccs, however laudable the motives and intention, carried in 
fome degree a ludicrous appearance : as it was, alfo, tyidcr the influence of a military power, 
its afts could not be fuppoftfi to carry any great weight as an example, with thofc colonies 
who abhorred fuch an appearance, and whole prefent troubles arofc from a defence of what 
they conceived to be their civil immunkks and conftitution. 

l*bc petition, bvlidcs, contained a long catalogue of grievances,, the redrefs of which was as 
earneftjy prefied, though in more fuppliant language, as a fimilar redrefs had been by the other 
provinces, and fccracd, in fome degree, to be confidereJ as conditional and ncccffary towards 
the cftablifhmcnt of a permamuu connexion, and for retaining the affeftion and obedience of 
the people. Upen the whole, excepting the profeffion of fubmiffion to the fupreme Icgiflaturc, 
v.hlch bad only of late been a queftion any wrhcrc, and the propofil of a duty, which kerned 
littie more than a commercial regulation, this petition did not contain any thing cficntially 
different from the former application of other colonics, 

Refolutions, however, to the following purpofe were now propofed by the miniftcr, and 
paffedin a committee, as foundations for an intended bill, vix. that the propohil of a pound- 
age duty, ad valorem, upon all commodities imported, bay fait excepted, not being tire pro- 
duce of the Britifh dominions in Europe or America, to be difpofed of by rarliamcnt, ftiould 
be accepted, and the duty fixed at 81 . percent; upon all fuch commodities. That as fooii as 
the nccellary aSs for that purpofe werepaffed by the Affcmbly of Nova Scotia, and had re- 
ceived the royal approbation, all other taxes and duties in that province (hould ccafe and be 
dlfcontinued, and no other laid on, while thofc afts continued in force, excepting only fuch 
duties as were found ncceffary for the regulation of commerce ; the net produce of which were 
to be carried to the account of the province : and to admit an importation into tliat province 
of wines, oranges, lemons, currants and raiftns, dirctlly from the place of their growth and 
produce. 


This 
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*775 This rckKatlon of the a& of navigation, though not very confiderable, was intended to 
Ihew the favourable difpofition of Parliament towards this province, which had fet fo laudable 
an example of obedience ; and feemed to hold out to the colonies in general, an enlargement 
of commerce as a compenfation for their acceding to the conciliatory refolution. Indeed, no 
fmall attention was paid to this petition, as forming a model for future taxation ; and ferious 
hopes were entertained of its effed^ untij it liad palled the committee. But the pacific fyftem, of 
which this meafurc was a leading part, was fuddenly laid afidc, and the w'holc^of this hufmefs 
was fuffered to die away. The projefted bill was not brought in, and after the enfuiug holi- 
days, the petition from Nova Scotia was heard of no more. 

The following is a compicat lift of the Emperor of Morocco's navy at this time. 

At Earache,— two frigates of 30 guns and 200 nieii each ; — three frigates of 24jguns and 150 
men each ; — wo frigates cf 20 gun^ and 130 men each , — one galiiot of 22 ours, j2 guns and 
go men each. 

At Tetuan, — two xebecs of 30 oars, 20 guns and 200 men each ; — one galliot of 32 oars, 
16 guns and 100 men , — three galliots of 24 oars, 10 guns and go men each ; — one galliot of 
i() oars, 8 guns and 6a mm ; — one xebec of 26 oars and 16 guns, and two galliots or 22 oars 
arul 12 guns, ready for launching* 

At SaUcc, — one vcflci of 24 guns and 180 men ; — one xebec of 20 oars, 18 guns and 120 
nien j — three galliots of 30 oars, lO guns and 130 men each. 

At Tangier, — one galliot of 36 oars, 20 guns and 160 men* 

It appeared from authentic papers, that during this year, the number of packs of cards 
ftamped, amounted to 428,000, aitd of pairs of dice to 3,000 ; and that during the fame period 
12,300,000 newfpapcrs had been publiihed. 

I’hc quantity of gold that had been coined at the Tower of London lince the year 1772, 
amounted to about 13,000,000!. 

An account of the value of corn imported into England and Scotland fince the commence- 
ment of the corn regifter aft in 1770, the value of corn cxf#orted in each year being firllde'- 
dufted. 


Balance paid for corn in 1771, 
,772, 

— 1773, 

177+. 

— — 

105,200 

84^400 

569,820 

1,022,230 



Total, 

1,781,650 



The imports Into Great Britain from Virginia and Maryland, before the war, were 96,000 
hogftteads of tobacco, of which 13,500 were confumed at home ; and the duty on die m, at 
261. IS, each, amounted to 331,6751. : the remaining 82,500 w^crc exported by our merchants 
to different parts of Europe, and brought a great deal of money into this kingdom. This 
trade alone conftaiuly employed 330 (hips and 3,960 failors. 

The following bills relating to trade and commerce, received the royal alicnt in the Par- 
liamentary feflioas of tliis year. 

A bill to explain, amend, and render more effcftual, an aft (or prohihititvg the exportauan 
of utenfiU made ufc of iii the woollen, linen, and other manufaftures. 

To continue an aft for allowing the free impoitation of Irifti faked provifions, See. 

A a 2 
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1775 rcftraining; the trade of New England, and the filheries of that colony on the banks of 

Newfoundland » 

The Oxford canal and Thames navigation bills, 

A bill to retrain the trade and commerce of the colonies of New jerfey, Pcmfylviitm, 
Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, to Great Britain, Ireland; and the Weft India iflands* 

To explain, and amend an aft to prevent frauds in tlie mamifafturc of hats, the woollen, 
and divers other branches of trade. 

To enable Sir Nigel Grcflcy and fon to make a navigable canal from certain coal mines at 
Apedale, in StaiFordfliirc, to NcwcalWc under Line. 

To enable the different uiiiverCties in Great Britain, and the colleges of Eton, Weftminfter, 
and Wftichefler, to hold, in perpetuity, their copy-right in books given or bequeafficd to 
them, for Hie advancement of learning. 

For altering, explaining, and amending fcvcral afts of Parliament in Scotland, relative to 
colliers, coal-bearers, and falters. 

For corapieating and maintaining the pier of Magavifler, in Cornwall* 

To permit the free importation of raw goat-lkins into this kingdom. 

To permit the importation of painted earthen ware, except gally-liles, the raanufafturc of 
Europe, to be fold in Great Britain. 

For the encouragement of the iijQtxevics carried on from Great Britain, Ireland, and the Bri- 
tifli dominions in Europe. 

For giving a public reward to fuch perfon or perfons as lhall difeover a nortlicrn paffage 
from Europe to the weftern and fouthern ocean of America. 

To enlarge the term of letters patent granted to William Clockworth, for the foie ufe of a 
difeovery of certain materials for the making of porcelain. 

To prohibit all trade with the North American colonics, now in aftua| rebellion, during 
the cojiti nuance thereof. 


Supplies granted by Parliament for tliis year 
For i 8,000 fcamen, including marines, •— ~ 

Fowards building atid repairing (hips, &c. — — 

For the ordinary of tlic navy, 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fervicc, 4 cc. 

For fmkes performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for by Parlia- 
ment in 1774, — — - — — 

For 17,547 laiid-forccs, including 4,383 invalids, &c! — 

For maintaining forces and garrifons in the plantations and Africa, at 
Minorca, Gibraltar, &c. — . ^ — 

For the difference of pay between the Britifli and Iriffi eftabliffiments. 
Ditto, — — — — 

For the pay of the general and ftaff-officers, 4 cc. — ^ 

For the charge of oot-peaiioners of Cheifea Hofpital, &c. — 

On account of the reduced officers of his Majclly’s land forces, &c. 
For allowances to feveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfc -guards, &c. — — 

l or pcnfions to the widows of certain reduced officers, ~ 


r. </* 
936,000 o o 

297.379 o o 

440,680 15 10 

3^318,059 I 7 

. 3^^748 S 3 
695,396 u 5 

386,186 o lOj 
2,874 4 9 
9,536 !0 7 

11,473 18 6; 

122,221 15 s 
105,326 16 8 

870 3 9 
628 o o 


Carried forward, 


3,269,381 4 7i 
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S Brought over, 

Towards defraying the extraordinarics of the array, &c. ~ 

On account of Greenwich Hofpiial, ^ 

To the truftces of the Britilh Mofeum, 

To the Levant Company, to be applied in afljfting the faid Corapany 
in carrying on their trade, ^ ^ 

On account of the civil cflabliflimcnt of Nova Scotia, 

Ditto of Georgia, — ^ ^ 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, ~ — 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — ^ 

Ditto of Senegambia, ~ — — 

On account of general ftrveys in North America, ~ 

For making out charts of Great Britain and Ireland, — 

Ditto of North America, — . _ ^ 

For repairing, Britilh forts and fcttlcmcnts on the coaft of Africa, 
To make good to his Majefty the like fum iffued by his Majefty's 
orders, in purfuance of the addrclfcs of tiic Houfe of Commons, 

For cleaning Barbadocs harbour, ^ 

To make good certain fuins expended in preventing diftempers among 
the horned cattle, ~ — 

On account of neW roads and bridges in the Hlghlauds of North Britain, 
Further deficiency in the gold coin, — 

Extras of the mint, — — • — — 

Further cxpcncc of coinage, ~ ~ — . . 

To make good the deficiency of the grants for tlic fcrvicc of i774> 

For paying oft" certain Exchaiucr bills, ~ — j 

Total Supplies, j 

The Ways and Meaks for raifing the foregoing fuppJies. 

Duty on malt, — — — 

Land tax at 3s. — j 

From the finking fund, 5th of January, — ~ 

5lh of April, — — — 

Ditto, growing produce, _ — — i 

By Exchequer bills, ~ * — 1 

By a lottery, — — . 

American revenues, — 

Gum Scnccca, — — — — 

French prir.c-moncy, — — — — 

Sale of the ceded iflaads, ~ — ~ 

By furpjuffcs of certain duties remaining in the Exchequer, 

Toml of Ways and Means, — 6 

Supplies granted, ~ 5 

Exceft of provifioiis, ~ x 


jC- 3»269,38x 4 
262,537 7 

6.000 o 

3.000 o 

r 

5.000 o 
^346 10 
3,086 o 

4.950 o 
5.450 o 


^336 

0 

9 i 

. *.885 

4 

0 

2,145 

0 

0 

3.7II 

15 

o 

13.000 

0 

0 

12,578 

*4 

9 

5, coo 

0 

0 

X ,684 

JS 

JO 

6,998 

10 

7 

46,846 

9 

S 

22, 8;- 4 

19 

9 

U.716 

0 

I ’ 

^^7 >974 

JO 

7 i 

250,000 

0 

a 


5-556,453 

3 

7 


J. 


750,000 

0 

t» 

1,500,000 

0 

0 

11,239 

10 

0 

884,447 

-*» 

lOj 

1,004,313 

6 

14 

^ 1^50,000 

0 

0 

150,000 

0 

0 

15,000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

17,000 

0 

0 

50,000 

0- 

0 

22^^46 

9 

0 

6,559,246 

9 

0 

S»S 56 . 4 S 3 


7 

x,co 2,793 

5 

5 
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1775 number of fchriftcnings and burials from December 13, i774f to December 14, i 77 S»f 

ivithin the London lulls of mortality, is as^ follows ^ 


Christened, 

BuaiED. 

Males, 

8,876 

Males, 

10,134 

Females, 

* 1753 ' 

Females, 

10,380 

1-n all, 

17,6129 

In all, 

20,514 


At Palis, during this year, the births were 19,650, — viz. 10,247 boys, and 9^403 girls 
the deaths, 18,400; and the marriager, 5,016. — The cliildrca admitted Into the foundling 
hofpjiai of that city amounted to 6,505. 

1776 The fpcccjr from the throne, on the 26th of October, in the laft year, announced an ac-» 
tual ftate of rebellion ia the North American colonies, and fet forth the ncccflity of employ- 
ing a fuificiciit force to fupprefs it. His Majefty then entered into the dilFcrcncc that fub- 
filled between the views of thofe who fomented and took tiic lead in this rebellion, and thofe 
of the Crown and Parlianiciit. The view of the latter was lathcr to undeceive than to punifli : 
a fmali number of forces, therefore, was only feat, and propoiltions of a conciliatory nature 
accompanied the means taken to enforce authority. The former, whiift they endeavoured to 
delude with fpccious profeflions, had view nothing but the cilabliiiimcnt of an indcpendeirt 
empire. That the fpirit of the Britilh nation was too high, and its refources too numerous, 
to fufFcr her tamely to lofe w’hat had been acquired with great toil, nurlcd with great tender- 
nefs, and protcfled at much cxpencc of blood and treafare. — That wlfdoni, and, in the end, 
clemency, required a full exertion of thefc refources.— d drat the navy had bcci^ incrcafcd, and 
the land forces greatly augmented : foreign fuccours, though no treaty was then concluded, 
were held out; and the difpofition of the Hanoverian troops in Mahon and (.Gibraltar, wa« 
fpecified. — In the end, an affurance of tlie royal mercy w^as given, as ibon as the deluded auil- 
titude ihould become fcnfible of their error ; and to prevent the inconveniencies which might 
arife from the great diftance of their fituation, and to remove as foon as poffible the calamiucs 
which they fufFcr, authority would be given to certain perfons on the fpot, to grant general or 
particular pardons and indemnities, in fueb manner, and to fuch perfons, as they Ihould think 
fit ; and to receive the fubmiflton of any province or colony which Ihould be difpofed to return 
to its aiiegiance. It was alfo obferved, that it might bc^proper to authorife fuch commiirioncis. 
tt> reflore any province or colony, returning to its allegiance, to the free cxcrcifc of its trade 
and commerce, and to the fame protc£rion and fecurity as if it had never revolted. It 
alfo added, that from the general appearance of affairs in Europe, there was no apparent pro- 
bability that the meafurcs wdiich might be adopted would be interrupted by difputcs with any 
foreign power. 

The fentiments of Parliament conefponded with thofe of the crown ; and as it was now 
become a determined point with government to fupport the Jegiflative authority and com- 
mercial controul of Great Britain over the colonics, fuch^ meafurcs were propofed to Failia- 
menr, and adopted by it, as wtrre thought to be moft conducive to that end. Among thefc 
was the prohibitory bill which was brought in at the commencement of this fcffion ; and, 
after a fucccffion of debates, in which the refources of argument and eloquence were ex- 
haufted, it was carried by great majorities in both Houfes, 
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Ti)I« bill totally mtcrdiftcd all trade and intcrcourfc with the thirteen united colonies, and 
declared all property of Americans, whether of (hips or goods, on the high feas or in haibour, 
forfeited to the captors, being the officers and crews of his Majefty’s (hips of war ; and fcvcral 
claufes were infcrtcd to facilitate and to leffen the expcnce of the Condemnation of prices, as 
well as the recovery of prir-c money. This bill, bclides its primary ob]c6t, repealed the Boftoa 
port-bill, with the filhery and reftrair^ng afls, as their provifions, in fomc' inftances, were 
deemed infufficient in the then ftate of warfare, and as their operation in others was liable to 
interfere with that of the intended law.— -It alfo enabled the crown to appoint commiffioners, 
who, befides the poWer of granting pardons to individuals, were authorifed to enquire into 
general and particular grievances, and empowered to determine whether any part, or the whole 
of a colony, were returned to that ftate of obedience which might entitle them fo be received 
Within the King's proteftiou ; in wltich cafe, upon a declaration from the commiffioners, the 
reftriftions enafted by the prefent bill were to ccafc in their favour. 

At a quarterly general court of proprietors of Eaft India ftock, held at their houfe in 
Lcadenhall-ftrcet, it appeared that the debt to government was reduced from 1,400.000!. to 
420,0001. and that the Company was otherwife in a flouriflung fituaiion. 

It would certainly be an aft of negligence in us, if wc were entirely lo pafs by a 
which, about this time, made a great, noife in the city, occafioned much dii'voniv^r.t aniongib 
the merchants, and was, at length, though withodt efFwft, brought into both houfes of Par- 
liameiit. 

A clnufc in the late prohihitcrv lift, which enabled the admiralty to grant licences to vefil-ls 
for conveying ftorcs and provifions to the forces upon the American fcrvice, bad been made 
ufc of to countenance a trade in certain 5 ^»;^lvidaa^ ; by which, it was faid, that a monopoly 
was formed, and the American trade was transferred from the ancient merchants, and known 
traders, to a few ohfeuro perfons, of no account or condition, and an illicit cammcrce eitab- 
JillKd, under the iaiiftiou of that bill, which was utterly fubverfive of one of its principal ap- 
parent objefts. 

It certainly appeared that thefe licences were very loofcly conipofcd, and very carelcfsly 
granted ; that the commillioncTs of the cufloms did not cliufe to interfere inucli in the mattei ; 
that though the licence^ recalled, and fome alterations made in them, this mealurc pro- 
duced little effeft ; and that even when compiaitits grew loud, and fometbing like a pailumen- 
tary enquiry was announced or begun, though fome of the goods were unfldppcd, yet. in 
general, the fcheiue fucceeded ; the Ihips which had cleared out for Bofton, altering only the 
dcilination of their voyage, and taking a new^ clearance lor Halifax and Canada, with hberry* 
to go to any other port in America. It appeared in evidence before the Houfe of Commons, 
that by thefe, and other means, a greater quantity of all manner ot goods calculated for the 
North Amencan market, h.id been thipped within a few weeks, than was done in any of the 
ufual Icdfons of exportation. 

The great body of Amcric.tn merchants were loud in their comphints ; they reprefented it 
to be a matter very injuriotjs and xinjuft to them, who had already ludcrcd fo leverely in con- 
fcqucnce of the trmrbles of the times, ami who, in obedience to the late aft of Parliament, 
were at that very moment finking under dtc incumbrance of a vaft quantity of goods, which 
they had purchaled foe the American market, and for which they could find no other,— to fee 
the trade, that for a number of years they had condiiftcd with tiic greateft reputation and in- 
tcgiity, fmuggled, as it were, our of their hands, by a fet of nominal merchants and unknown 

adventurers# 
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1776 adventurers. The injury was alfo deferibed as ftill more grievous, from being committed 
iiTTcler the colour of law, and with the Jiccnce of authority,* 

I'he firft public attention that was paid to this bufinefs was in the Houfc of Lords ; where 
the Earl of EiHnghdxn, fomc Iho.rt time before the rccefs at Eallcr, made a motion, which was 
agreed to, that lifts of thofe fiiips, and their cargoes, as welt as the licences which were gran- 
ted by tlic admiralty, fhould l>e laid before thetiloufc. ’ There the matter refted for fomc 
time But, on the ad of May, the lord mayor moved in tlie Houfc of Commons for ai:om- 
mittee to enquire into tlie whole tranfaftion. In the courfc of the debate on this occalion, the 
miaifter, after defending the ineafure on the principle of its being defigned for the ufc, benefit, 
and comfort of the troops on the American fcrvicc, acknowledged that the powers given in 
the ad had been mifunderftood, and the liccitfes abufed, but that thefc matters were already 
xedified, ahd a ftop put to the mifchief, A committee, however, was appointed, but w^as 
diflblved after a very long debate and examination of witnefles on the occafion, Without com- 
ing to any refolutipn whatever. 

The Congrefs of America began now ftrongly to reebmmend the ftudy and improvement of 
agriculture, arts, manufafturcs, and commerce in the United Colonics. 

On the 23d of March, they ilTucd letters of marque to cruize againft the fubjefts of Great 
Britain : and at one of their aflcmblies, foon after, tlicy came to a refolution to permit trade 
with any nation but Great Britain and Ireland, 

In confcqucncc of the provincial affembly of North Carolina recommending a declaration 
. of independence and foreign alliance, fcvcral Americans of conftdcratlon failed from New 
York, with propofals from Congrefs to the principal courts of Europe. 

About this period, the Emprefs Queen publiflicd an ordinance, prohibiting licr fubjefts 
from all intcrcourfc with the Amcricairs. 

On the 3d of May, Lord Vifeount Howe, and Major-general Howe, were appointed his 
Majefty's commiflioners for reftoring peace in America, with power of pardon, piinifo- 
ment, he , — On the i ith of the fame month, the Virginians publiflicd a declaration of rights 
and independence: and very fliortly after, Congrefs confidcring the United Colonics as ex- 
cluded by the capture afts from the proteaion of the crown, fuppreffed its authority. 

On the 23d, his Majefty put an end to this feffion of Parliament by a fpeech from tiui 
throne, which concluded in the following manner : — I will ftilJ hope tliat my rebellious 
fubjefls may be aw'akened to a fenfe of theirerrors, and that by a voluntary return to their 
duty, they will juftify me in bringing about the favourite wifh of my heart, the reftoration of 
harmony, and the rc-cftabliflimerAt of order and happinefs in every part of my dominions.— 
But if a due fubmiffion Ihould not be obtained from fuch motives and fuch difpofitions 011 
their part, 1 truft that I fljall be able, under the blefling of Providence, to cfFeftuatc it by a 
full exertion of the great force whli which you have entrufted me.’ — Notwithftanding which, 
on the 4ih of July, Congrefs declared the United States of America independent. This de- 
claration (abjuring all allegiance to the Britifli crown, and renouncing all political connec- 
tions with this country) was read in every town in the colonics, and at the head of the con- 
tinental army at New York. 

While the principal powers of Europe flood coldly aloof, and feemed rather inclined to 
thwart, than forward the views of Great Britain with refpeft to her American colonies, we 
have one example of an ally who was faithful to treaties, and hoftilc to rebellion, wherever it 
might arife. Influenced by that good faith which fhould ever govern nations, as well as the 

indi- . 
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1776 indtiriduals which compofc thcm» his Moft Faithful Majcfty, the King of Portugal, publiflicd 
the following edift on the 4th of July, in this year, prohibiting his fubjefts from any inter- 
courfe with the Americans * 

“ Wlicrcas we have Lately been informed, that the Britifli colonics of North America have, 
by an aft of Congtefs held on the 15th of May laft, not only declared thcmfcives entirely free 
from all fubjeftion to the croWn of Great Britain, but were, moreover, aftually employed iji 
forming and cnaftiiig laws by their own private authority, in oppofition to the lawful rights 
of our brother, friend, and ally, tire King of Great Britain : and whereas fo pernicious an 
example ought to engage every Prince, even thofc it interefts the icaxt, not to abet, favourror 
aflift, by any means, direftly or indirefily, fuch fubjeds united in fuch direft and open rebel* 
lion againft their natural fovcrcign ; jt is our plcafurc, and we do hereby ordain, that no Ihip, 
with or vrithout lading, coning from any of the ports of the aforefaid Briliflj America, fliall 
be ailosHtd any iiitcrcourfc with, or entrance into any of the ports of thefe our kingdoms, or 
of the dominions thereunto belonging ; but that, on tlic contrary, they fhall be forced away 
iinmcdialcly on the ir arrival, without fuccour of any kind whatever : and tliat as to the inaf- 
ters of volTets w1)o have hitherto been fufFered to enter, (there not appearing rcafon for their 
being excluded) it fhall be notified to them, that within the prccifc term of eight days, to be 
counted fucccinvcjv, they fha!l fjuit the faiJ ports with their vcflcls, which (hall firft be fearched, 
in 01 del to difeover if they have any gun-powdet ^on board, or any other of thofc warlike 
(lores, tiic cxpoit of which was prohibited to them by our royal decree of the 21ft of Oclobcr 
bft, direfted to the oiliccrs of our arfcnal and exportation duties : and that if any fuch ftorcs 
or ammunition fliall be found put on board by fteaJth, the faid vcffels, as a capture from de- 
clared rebels, lliall he confifeated for the ufe of carrying on the public buildings ; and fo be it 
- underdood by the council of our finances, whicli fliall order printed copies of this our decree 
to lx taken c(f, and fixed up in all the public places of the city of Lifbon, and a!i the parts of 
tlifs kingdom and that of Algarve, that it may come to the knowledge of all, and that no one 
may plead ignorance thereof. 

Palace ff/ AejudiU ^ 77 ^*'* 

On the 7th of Otflobcr fallowing, his Moft Catholic Majefty Jikewife declared his ncii- 
traliry with refpcfl to Great Britain and America; as appears by a letter written by the Mar- 
quis dc Grimaldi to the governor of Bilboa, relative to an American privateer, which had 
taken five Engiifh Ihips, and had been detained thereupon at the fald port, at tbx requefl of 
the EngUlh vicc -conful, with the proceedings of the governor in confcqucncc thereof— Of 
this letter, dated St. lldcfonfo, the yth of Oftober, we fliall give the fubftance, as follows 
That having received advice from the governor of Bilboa refpefling the detention of an 
American rtiip, named the Hawke, Captain John Lee, and the fcvcral atteftations of the per- 
fons concerned, whicli had been hid before his Majefly, he had Ixcn plcafcd to dcclnrc, that 
in confcqucncc of the amity fubfifling between his Catholic Majefly and the King of Great 
Britain, he fhould maintain a perfcfl neutrality during the prefent w^ar ; that he flioiilJ not 
give any aid to thcCoIonifts ; but fliould net deny their being admitted into any ports of his 
dominionl^ while they conformed to the laws of the country.’^ 

In confequcncc of the above letter, the governor fet at liberty the American veflef delivered 
back her papers, and fuppiicd her with fuch provilions, tvatcr, &c. (care being taken that no 
prohibited goods fliould be put on board) as fliould enable her to proceed on her voyage, 
V01-. IV. B b ' Tlx 
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1776 The articles of confede ration and perpetual union between tiic United States of Atuerict, 
were figned on the 4th of October, in this year, by all the delegates in Congrefs# After a 
forcible flatcment of the* rcafons for making this change in the government and couftitution 
of North America, tlite declaration concludes as follows 

<< We, therefore, the reprefentatives of the United States of America, in gcfieral Congrefa 
ailembled, appealing to the Supreme J udge of tire world ^for tl^c rc^itude of our intention s» 
do, in the name, and by the authority of the good people of thefe colonies, fokxnnly pabiifh 
and declare, that thefe United Colonics are, and of right ought to be, Frre and Indbpen- 
♦ DENT States j — that they arc abfolved from all allegiance to the BrkiOir crown ; and that 
all political connexion between tliem and tlic ftatc of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally 
diffbJved ; and that, as free and independent dates, they have full power to levy war, conclude 
peace, contrafl alliances, edablifh commerce, and do all other afts and things which inde- 
pendent dates have a right to do.< — And, for the fiapport of this declaration, with a firm reli- 
ance on the proteftion of Divine Providervee, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 
fortunes, and our facred honour.^ Signed by order, and in behalf of the Congrefs, 

John Hancock:, Frtfident . 

“ Charles Thomson, Secretary *^ 
On the 3id of Oflobcr, the fefdon of Parliament was opened. — In tlic fpccch delivered 
from the throne, it was reprefented, gmong other particulars, that the people of America had 
not only renounced their allegiance to the crown, and their political connefiion with this 
country, but rejected, with circuradances of indignity and infult, the means of conciliation 
held out to them by the commifTion fciit out for that purpofe. — That if their rcfiAance conti- 
nued unfuppreded, much mifchkf would enfue to the commerce of Great Britain, and to the 
political fyflcm of Europe, tSic. See. 

By a proclamation ilFued the of April, in this year, for the regulation of the gold coin 
of this kingdom, and which took place on tire id of May, the following was the dadBard fet- 
tled, and allowed to be current in any payment whatever in Great Britain, viz. 

Guineas coined prior to the id of January, 177a, weighing 5 dwts. 8 grs. — half-guineas, 
2 dwts. 16 gra,-— and quarter-guineas, i dwt, 8 grs. — Guineas, however, coined prior to the 
laid period, weigliing 5 dwts. 6 grs. — baJf-guineas, 2 dwts. 14 grs. — ^and quarter-guineas, 
1 cUvt. 7 grs* ; were, till ibc 19th of Auguft, 1776, includvcly, received in payments at the 
Exclicqucr, the Bank of England, and at all the revenue offices tliroughout the kingdom. — 
Certain perfons were likewife appointed by the lords commiffioncrs of the Treafury and the 
Bank of England, to receive and exchange all gold of the lad-mcationcd dandard, in every 
city and principal town in the different counties, &c. of Great Britain. 

On the nth of November, in this year, Mr. David Hartley, then member of Parliament 
ibr Kingdon upon Hull, made the dxtii and lad experiment to evince tlic efficacy of a new, 
cheap, and cafy method, invented by him, for picfcrving houfes, fhips, &ic. built with th^ 
mod combudiblc materials, from drc. 

Mr* Hartley had built an lioufc cxprcfsly for the purpofe, wliich confided of three dories, 
and with two large rooms on a door, where he had made his former experiments* The man- 
ner in which he conduced them on the prefent occafion was as follows : — 

He fird ordered a fire to be made on the deal flooring of one of the ground-rooms : then a 
of ihavings^ fufpended by iron from the upper part of the fame room, was fet on 
fire. After tliis, the ftair-cafe was fet on fire, both above and below, witliout the fire extend- 
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1:776 ingt in either cafe, beyond die fpot on whic!i it was lighted. Laftly, the other room on the 
ground-floor, filled aimoft to the' top with faggots, pitch, and other combuftibies, was fet 
fire to ; but though they all burned in fucU a manner as to vomit forth a perpetual torrent of 
flame and fmokc, and tlierehy rendered all approach within thirty yards of the windows, on 
the outfidc, ahfolutcly imprafticable, the room adjoining to, and that immediately over tins 
temporary Vefuvius, continued as cool aiid as accefiibk* as if no fire had happened in thehoufe. 

Nor were its walls, floors, and ciclings alone preferved ; for even fixtures and houfehold 
furniture were thereby rendered proof againfl the rage of this otherwife all-devouring element^ 
though found, at the fame time, fuffickut to prepare iron for the anvil ; panicalarly, a bed 
being purpofcly fet on fire, little mote of it was confiimcd tlian the part to which the fire had 
been immediately applied. • 

liut fingular as the cfTcds of this contrivance ‘for fccuring homes, foips, aild other build- 
ings frotiii fire, mufl: appear, the means, perhaps, from their perfect finiplicity, may be thought 
equally extraordinary. They confift of nothing more than the ihinneil plates of iron nailed 
to the joifls/ 5 £c. ; and to the facility of execution, may be added the chcapnds of it, as the 
additional cxpmcc of building fcarcc exceeds three per cent. 

The Newfoundland filhexy, in the prefent year, did not in any degree anUvet the expef^a- 
lions, which were held out in the precediag feflion, of the calc with which the gieat Amcrlca^j 
lharc of it would be immediately Iransfcrahic to th^ people of Orcat Britain, and the fignal 
advantages wliich they would derive from thence. For though there was Ibmc mcrcafe of 
Ihips and men, both from England and Irclai;d, employed in the iilhcry, they w’crc not in 
any manner equal to fupplying the deficiency which the late law had occafioned, even fuppo- 
fing that no new obftacles were thrown in their way, and that all other matters had continued 
in their ufual ftatc. Bur the retaliation which was praftifed by the Americans, of cutting cJF 
our fiflicries from all provifions and fupplics from the colonics, (a mcafurc, wliich, however 
obvious, does not feem to have been apprehended till it was felt) threw tlic whole bufiaefs 
upon the baitks of Ncwfourulland into the greatefl: diforder and confufion, and brought dlf.. 
trefs upon all who were employed by fea or land. To prevent the confequcnces of famine, a 
number of Ihips, inftcad of being laden w'ith fiih, were ncceflavily lent off light, to procure 
flour and other provifions wherever they were to be had : fo that the finl operation of the 
iilhery bill was attended with very great lofs and difadvantage to this country. 

We cannot but confider the vafl ftipplies which were font to the army at Boilon as a com- 
nicrcial circuinftancc, and Ihall therefore juft mention the articles of which they confined. 

As the want of freflt provifions of every foit w^as one of the principal grievances wlii:h 
the Briruh troops at Boflon had fufiained, and had caufod a very genera! ficknefs among them, 
the remedy of that evil was an objcfl that called for a very attentive confideration. On this 
jiccounr great quantities of cattle, &c. were contrafled for, and ihipped for America. No Icfs 
than 5,000 oxen, 14,000 of the largcfl; fliccp, and a vail number of hogs were font out alive. 
Vegetables of all kinds were alfo bought up in quantities that arc fcarccly credible, and new 
methods were contrived to preforve them j and 10,000 butts of beer were added to the enor- 
mous catalogue of ncccflarks on the occafion. But this is not all 5,000 ciialdrons of coals 
wei-c purchafed in the river, and fliipped off for Boflon , and even the article of faggots was 
fent from London. The feemingiy trifling ncccffarics of vegetables, cafks', and vinegar 
Akmc, amounted to sa,oooh ; and though we had but a fingic regiment 01 light cavalry at 
Bofton, tlie ariioks of liay, oats, and bcanx, amounted to alinoft as much. Bcfidcs the ex- 
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1776 pence of theft articles we have mcritionedl, and the charge of flour, corn, and fiiltedf prov}N. 
flons, near half a jnilJion of Spanifli and Portuguefe coin was tranfmitted for the extraordinary 
and coratingent articles in various branches of military operations. Nor muft it be omitted in 
the hiilory of this extraordinary, novel, and, as it turned out, (from caufea which we fhall 
not enumerate) almoft ufclcfs exportation, that from the multitude of tranfports employed in 
tJic different parts of the fervicc, the price of tqnnage was raifed above one*-foorth of its ufual 
rate* * 

A commercial company was about this time formed at Paris, under tlic name of the Caijt 
d^Efcompte^ or Difeount Office ; an ellaWiffimcnt with a fund of 15,000,000 of Jivres. They 
contrafted to difeount bills ahd notes, both in peace and war, without ever exceeding the rate 
of 4 per cent. ; and bound themfclves to this Angle branch of bufinefs, the gold and filver 
trade, and the receipt of voluntary depoflts of cafh; without meddling in any other matters 
whatever. The French boafted, at the time, that this eflabiilhment was an improvement on 
the plan of the Bank of England, and iffued out notes in imitation of it. 

The charter of the Dutch Eaft India Company leaving expired in the year 1773, tlie Com- 
pany, after dating that its trade had declined, folicited the States General to grant a diminu- 
tion of the fum formerly paid for the renewal of the charter. Upon this reprefentation, their 
High Miglitincfles, in order to have time to enquire into the matter, prolonged the charter 
for three years, upon the old cftablilliment ; and finding, upon examination, that the Com- 
pany had really fuftained great iofles, and its trade confidcrably declined, they afted w'ith the 
fpirit of a wife commercial commonwealth, by complying with the Company*# requeft. They 
therefore granted them a new charter for thirty years, on the fame terms as the former, on 
the immediate payment of 2,000,000 of florins, inftcad of 3,000,000, which they paid before, 
and the fum of 360,000 florins yearly ; which annual payment tliey were allowed to make 
either in money or merchandize. In confcqucnce of this indulgence, the flock of the Com- 
pany reft, in a fhort time, no Icfs than 19 per cent. 

We /hail make no apology for mentioning that in this year, and in the 84th of a very ufc- 
ful life, died Mr, John Harrifon, the inventof and conftrad:or of the celebrated time-keepers 
for afeertaining the longitude at fca. This very ingenious and indefatigable man had received, 
as a reward for his diftinguiflicd and important labours, feveral thoufand pounds of the money 
offered by Parliament for facilitating the means of difeovering the longitude. 

Dr. Price gives the following account of the progrefs of the national debt, from 1739 to 
the year 1775, 


Amount of the principal and intereft of the national debt 
fore the war, which began in 1 740, — 

Amount in 1749, immediately after the war, ~ 
Incrcafed by the war, ~ ~ 

Diminilhed by the peace from 1748 to 1755, ~ 

Amount at the commencement of the war in j 7 55, 
Amount at the end of the war in 1765, ~ 

Incrcafed by that war, — — 

Diminifticdl by the peace in la years, from 1763 to 1775, 
Amount at Midfumrncr 1775 — 


Frlnapah 

4* 

46,382,650 

78,166,906 

31,784,256 

3,089,64* 

75,077,264 

146,582,844 

71,505,580 

*0,639,793 

*35*943.051 


Inter tjl. 

1,903,961 

2,765,608 

861,747 

111.590 

2,654,018 

4,840,822 

2,186,803 

400,000 

4,440,821 
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1776 'The tnnoal revenue* of the Ruffian empire were, at this time, authentically ftated at 
17,130,618 roubles; and the expenccs, including pcnfions, prcfcnts, &c. at 14,408,557.— 
The value of the rouble is about los. fieriitig. 

By an account of the hop duty for this year, its amount appears to be *25,6911. 13s. ytd. 

The number of ffiipi cleared at the port of Newcaflie, from December 31, 1775, to Decem- 
ber 31, 1776, was 4,773 > which 4.343 were coaders, and 430 for foreign trade. 

I he following bills relating to trade and commerce received the royal aflent this year. 

To difeontinue the duties payable on the importation of Ullow, hog’s lard and greafe, for a 
limited time. 

To continue an a£t for laying a duty of two pennies Scots on all beer and ale brewed for 
falc in Dundee. 

Formatting a navigable cut or canal from or near Stourbridge, in Worcefterlhire, to join 
the Stafibrdlhire and Wdrccftcrlhirc canals, at or near Stourtoii, in Staffordlhire. 

To build an iron bridge acrofs the river Severn, from Benthallin, Salop, to the oppofite 
fhorc at Madelcy Wood. 

For the better fupplying of marines and feamen to ferve in his Majefty’s Ihips of war, and 
on board merchant.lhips. 

[By thisafl, it was enafted, that ail trading Ihips Ihould be allowed to be navigated with, 
tiirec-fourths of their crew foreigners, till the 25th of March, 177 y}. 

For the better regulation of the pilots conducing Ihips and vcfliels into and out of the port 
of BoAon, in Lincolnfhire, and for preventing mifehiefs by fire in the faid haven and 
harbour. 

To remove the danger of fire atnongft the (hips in the port of BriAol. 

For granting a bounty on flax feed, the growth of the Auftrian Netherlands, imported into 
Ireland. 

For granting to his MajcAy fcveral duties upon coaches and otircr carriages, alfo upon in- 
dentures, leafes, bonds, and other deeds ; likewife upon cards, dice, and newfpapers ; and 
for raiflog two millions by aitnuitics and a lottery. ^ 

[By the coach afl, an additional duty of 20s. per ann, is laid on all coaches, berlins, kc. ex- 
cept hackney coaches ; aitd a duty of 5I. per ann. on ftages. The claufe of the aft of the 20th 
of George 1 . exempting perfous from paying for move tlian five carriages, is hereby repealed : 
and by tlic new aft with refpeft to ftamps, an additional duty of is. is laid on all indcntuics, 
1>o.ids, 4tc. heretofore Ikablc to a fliilling Aamp ; an additional duty of 6d. on every pack of 
playing cards, and as. 6d. on every pair of dice made for fale ; an additional duty of one-half- 
penny on every Ihect or half fhcet of newfpapev. Coramiffioners to provide a new lUmp, 
to denote all the feveral duties ; and after July the fifth of this year, ail vellum, &c. liable to 
the new duly, to be carried to the ftamp office, &c. before it is printed or wrote on. Petl'ons 
counterfeiting ftamps, to fuffer death as felons. Selling cards to be played with, after the 
cover has been broken open, 5I. penalty]. 

For tire relief of infolvcnl debtors and bankrupts, in ceruin cafes, 

[By returns made from the different gaols tliroughout the kingdom, it appears, tliattlicre 
were at this time, upwards of 8,000 debtors waiting to take the benefit of this Aft]. 

For erefting iiglit-houfcs and land marks in tlie port of Cheftcr, for the better fecurity of 
ihippiog. 

For 
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1776 For the further encouragement of the whale fifhery, carried on from Great Britain andl 
Ireland. 

For allowing the exportation of a certain quantity of wheat and other articles to the fugar 
colonics in America, and to the ifland of St. Helena and other fettlcmcnts belonging to the 
Eaft India Company. 

For allowing corn, grain and iflour, imponed^into the port of Prefton, fo he latided with- 
out payment of the duties. 

For divining, improving, and preferving certain fen and waftc lands near Sandwich. 


Supplies granted by Parliament for tlie year 1776. 

For 20,752 land forces, including 3,213 Invalids, kc. — 

For maintaining garrifons, &c, in the Piantations and Africa, 

Briiifli and Irifli pay for troops in America, * — 

For the pay of the general and Half officers, &c, — 

Levy money for augmentation of the Britilhand Irifli forces for 1776, 
For five Hanoverian battalions of foot at Gibraltar and Minorca, from 
September i, to December 24, 1^75, — — 

Ditto for 1776, — — 

Charge of a regiment of Highlanders, confifting of two battalions, 
Charge of augmentation to his Majefty’s forces to December 24, 1775, 
Ditto extra faving grants laft feffions, ~ — 

Forthe out-penfioners of Chclfca, ~ — 

On account of reduced officers of the land forces, ice. 

For allowances to certain officers and gentlemen of the two reduced 
troops of horfe guards, &c. — — — 

For the penfions payable to widows of certain reduced officers. 

On account of 12,394 Heffians, for 1776 — — 

For 4,300 Brunfwickers for ditto, — — ^ 

For one regiment of .l^nau, from March 6, to December 24, being 
294 days, — — — 

For fix regiments of foot from Ireland, and other augmentations, to 

December 24, 1776, — — — 

For the cxtraordinarlcs of the army. See. — 

For 28,000 feamen, including 6,665 R‘5tri*tes, &c. — 

For the ordinary of the navy, — — 

Towards building and repairs of fhips. See. ~ 

For Greenwich Hofpital, — — — 

Towards the difeharge of tbt navy debt, — — 

For the office of ordnaiKc for the land fervice ~ 

For ditto, not provided for by Parliament in 1775, — 

On account of makiitg roads and building bridges in the Highlands of 

North Britain, ^ 

F or the maintcnajvce of Weftminfter bridge, ~ — 

For repairing, &c. the Brhiffi forts on the coaft of Africa, 

On account of general furveys m North America, — 


659,200 2 I 

723,432 II 

42,550 19 . 
7 : 

104,136 6 < 

26,783 15 : 

46,838 I ( 
47^400 12 ( 

80,984 13 
7,938 15 c 
107,512 10 < 

97 » 57 S c 

850 19 ( 
608 o c 
381,887 4 3 

122^475 12 1 

19,006 19 3 

137,448 7 o 
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f, 456,000 o 0 
426,904 19 6 
339,151 o o 
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Brought over. 

To make good to hi* Majclly the like fam which hat been iffaed, by 
his Majefty ’s orders, in purfuance of addrdTet of Parliament, — 
On account of the civil eftabliftimeiit of Nova Scotia, — 

Ditto of Georgia, ^ 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, ~ 

Ditto of Weft Florida# — ~ ^ 

Ditto of Senegambia# — . — . 

Expcnce of and lofs hy coinage, ~ — 

For paying off certain Exchequer bills, — w 

To make good the dcfici acy of die grants fortlsc year 1775, 

Total of fupplics. 


Ways and Means for raifing the foregoing fupplics. 
Land tax, at 4s. ~ ~ - 

Duty on malt, &c. •— • — 

Surplus in the finking fund on the 5th of January, 

Ditto, on the 5th of April, — — 

Growing produce of the finking fund, — - — 

Gum fcneca, — . ~ . 

French prize money, ™ . « 

By certain favings in the Pay-olBcc, 

By the fale of ceded ifiands, — — 

Exchequer bills, — — ~ 

Surplus of American revenues ~ — 

By certain furplufles remaining in the Exchequer, — 

By annuities and lottery at 3 per cenL ~ — 

Total Ways and Means, 

Total Supplies, 

Excefs of Provifions, 


The ftatc of the national debt remains the fame as in our laft account of it. 

A general account of the chriftenings and burials witliin the bills of mortality in London^, 
for this year. 

Chkistenei>- Buried. 
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J. 
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44 
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5 
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0 
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0 

0 
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3 
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9 
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1 

1,250,000 

0 

0 

538.920 

4 

9 

9.097.577 

n 
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2,000,000 

0 

0 
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1777 On the jotli of February, a bJJI for enabling the Admiralty to grant letters of marque 
and rcprifal, to the owners or cajptains of private merchant Ihips, authoriaing them to take and 
make prize of aJi vcflcis with their cfFc£ls, belonging to any of ilic inhabitants of the thirteen 
fpccified revolted American Colonics, was palTcd without debate or oppolition in the Houfe of 
Commons. In the Houfe of Lords, it only underwent the trifling alteration of inferting the 
words, Letters tif PermiJjScm in the place of Letter of Marque^ the latter l>cing thought appii- 
cable only to reprifals on a foreign enemy* 

This was a very neceflary meafure, as every clafs of mercantile men throughout the king- 
dom, began to make heavy complaints of the Ioffes they now fuftained from the war with 
America. 

The American privateers now extended their cruizes to every part of Europe as well as the 
Weft Indies, and they were in general received with an open or clandeftine countenance, in 
all the ports which they entered with their prizes. 

At length they grew more bold, and, at this time, itxfcftcd the coafts of Great Britain and 
Ireland with a degree of audacity that at once furprifed and alarmed the trading part of the 
kingdom. Their language, appearance, &c. being the fame as thofe of the Britilh fuhjcfts, 
they were enabled to difguife their defigns till they were furc of executing them with fuccefs. 
In fhort, the trade between Great Britain and Ireland was interrupted by them to fuch a degree, 
tliat it became abfolotcly ncceirary tocftablilh convoys ti\ the narrow channel which fcparatcs 
the two iflands. Nay, fo much alarm had the American privateers occalioncd, that, to the 
difgrace of our naval power and the injury of our commercial intcreft, no fmall number of 
foreign veffels, fomc of which were even French, were at this time freighted by Britilh mer- 
chants, for thepurpofe of obtaining fecurity to their commerce. 

The Britiih navy and privateers at length, however, c.Kcrtcd tbemlclves with fuch aflivlty, 
that the American cruizers were driven from our coafts, and the Ioffes of the colonics became, 
by degrees, much greater, and were more feverely felt than thofe of Great Britain* But an- 
otlicr power now began to unfold its future defigns againft us, 

France, at tins time, manifefted an evident difpofition to favour the revolt of America, 
The part flit now afted was lefs circumfpe^l than it had hitlicrto been i but as her naval pre^ 
parations were not in fudi a degree of forwardtsefs as to juftify her taking a dccifive part, fh.: 
fiill continued to diflembie i and as her ncgociations with the Americans were not advanced to 
an abfoiutc determination, ft^e occafionally relaxed in certain points, wlien fhe found hcrfclf 
fo clofely preffed by the Biitilh minifters, that an oMlinatc perfcverance would precipitate 
matters to that conclufion, which fhe wifhed to defer to a more favourable moment. 

Thus, when a bold American adventurer, of the name of Cunningham, had, in a privateer 
fitted out at Dunkirk, taken and carried into thatjrort, the EngliJh packet from Holland, and 
fent the mail to the American minifters at Paris, it appeared to be abfolutcly neceffary, v,\ 
fame degree, to difcountcnancc fuch a flagrant violation of good iicighhourhood, as well as of 
tbcfubfilling treaties between the two nations, and even of the particular marine laws and re- 
gulations cftablifhcd in France, in regard to hcrcondufl towards the fubjefts of other conn* 
tries. Cunningham and his crew were accordingly committed for fomc fhort time, to priion. 
Yet this appearance of fatisfa£iicn was done away by the circumftariccs which attended it : for 
the imprifonment of this man was reprefented to the Americans, as proceeding merely from 
fomc informality in his commiffion, and irregularity in his proceedings, width had brought 
him to, if not wlihiu the verge of piracy, and were too glaring to l>c entirely palled by with- 
out 
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1777 out notice. However, be and his crew were not only fpcedily releafed from their mock con- 
Anenient, but Ijc was permitted to purchafe, fir out and arm, a much ftronger vcflel and bet- 
ter failor than the former, avowedly to continue his capture of Britifti (hips, 

it was in the fame line of policy, that when the hrcrich Newfoundland filhery would have 
been totally intercepted and deftroyed in cafe of an immediate rupture with this country, and 
that the capture of their fcamcn would been more ruinous and irreparable than the lofs 
even of the Ibips and cargoes, Lord Stormont, the Britilh ambafifador at the French court, 
obtained in that critical firuation,an order from the minifters, that all the Auxcrican privateers, 
with their prices, fhould immediately depart the kingdom. Yet, fatufsufiory as this compli- 
ance, and conclufive as tliis order appeared, it was combated with fuch ingenuity, and fuch 
artful expedients were praflifed to defeat it« effects, that it was not followed by g fingle com- 
pliance i.n any one port of f ranLC. •It, however, anfvvcred tire purpofc for wiliich it was in- 
tended, ofgaining time, and opening a fubjeft of tedious and indecifivc controverfy, until the 
French Newfoutidiand iieet liad arrived in its refpeftive ports. 

Indeed, the t rench juinifter of tire marine and great advocate of the American caufc, ap- 
pears to have been determined, that, whatever charges of duplicity might be brought agairifl 
his country, they fliould not reft perfonally with hiinfeif. For, upon the propagation of cer- 
tain reports which tended to difeourage the commerce with the Americans, as if the court 
would not proted its fubjcAs in conveying the prtyluds of America in their veflels, wlvlch 
would accordingly become legal pri/.cs to the Englifli if uken, alfurcd the feveral chambers of 
commerce by a public inftrument, and in dired contravention of all our navigation laws, that 
the King was dctcrmir>ed to afford the fullcft protedion to their commerce, and would reclaim 
all (hips which might be taken under that pretext. 

Uporr the whole, how^cver friendly the language and temporizing profeffions of France 
might have been at this time, her conJud was too unequivocal to impofe on any. It indeed 
required no great fagacity to difeover, that ilic had an objed in view which was at once calcu- 
lated, in a very eminent degree, to flatter her ambition and forward her intcrefts. But (he 
yet wailed the event of the American campaign, and the completion of naval equipments, 
which were proceeding with the greateft diligence and in tl»e moft public manner at Bred and 
I'oulon, l^efore Ihc would rifquc the taking an avowed and dccilive part. 

The fupinc condud of the Biitilh minifters at this period, can be reconciled to no principle 
of duty to iheir country, and can find no better excufc than the certain hope they fondly en- 
tertained, that the American campaign would be attended with loch a complete and dccifive 
fuccefs, as would cffcdually check all tlic defigns of France, to take a part in the difputc be- 
tween Great Britain and America. 

A tranfadiou of a very extraordinary nature in the Eaft Indies, and %vbich ended m a revo- 
lution, and the total fubverfion of the cftablifttcd government in our principal fculernent on 
the coaft of Cofomaiukl, together with feveral fubfequent proceedings relative to it, at the 
meetings of the duedors and proprietors of the Eaft India Company, occalioncd their affairs 
to become again the fubjed of parliamentary attention. 

The Nabob of Arcot had, from the protedion and alliance of the Eaft India Company, 
grown to very great power, and, as it was ratlicr rcafonably fuipeded, to an uncontrouled in- 
fluence, not only over the natives, but even over the Britilh fcttlcmcms, in the principal of 
which he had fixdl lus refidcnce. 

VoL, IV* C c 
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1777 Whatever foundation there Dwight have for the fuppofitjon, thjrt this Trinrcc pofleffed 
an undue influence at Madras, it is certain, that an enterprise which was undertaken %y the 
Company’s forces in that prelidcticy, in cbnjunftion with thofc of the Nabob, afforded too 
much colour to fitch an opinion, and unhappily contributed its full fharc, along with other 
eaiicrn exoibitancics, deeply to afFeft our national charader both in Europe and A 6 a* This 
was the famous expedition to Tanjour, anentesprixe which has been heard of in every part of 
the world, and which has been condemned for its cruelty and injufticc wherever it has 
been heard. 

Some pecuniary difputcs between the Nabob and the Rajah of Tanjour, furnilhed a pretext 
for the former to make war upon the latter, and the powers at Madras were eafily prevailed 
upon to af&ft their friend of Arcot. I'hc King of Tanjour w^as not able to withftand the 
united force of the Company and the Nabob. After defending his capital with the utmoft 
bravery, he was at length fubdued and flrippcd of every thing but life, while his fubjeffls, who 
were among the moft induftrious people Of India, experienced all the cruelty and rapacity of a 
Mahometan conqueft. ’ 

The account of this tranfaftion, with all the circumftances of the conquefi, fpoil and ruin 
of a friend and ally, in a manner lb unexampled, excited the grcatell indignation in the Com- 
pany, when it arrived in England, Nor were they without apprchcnfions for the fafety of 
their fettlements, when they confideted the afcendcncy over the councils and aftions of their 
fervants, of which the Nabob of Arcot was now’fo evidently poflefftd. 

The violent depofition of the Rajah of Tanjour, with all its circumftances, was fo contrary 
to the policy Of the Company and to the fpirit of its orders, that it was immediately determin- 
ed to rcftorc him to his dominions ; but this was a bufinefs of no common difficulty. The 
Company wifhed to avoid, if poflible, a quarrel M?hb the Nabob, nor were they difpolcd, in 
theprefent pofturc of affairs, to urge matters to an extremity with their fervants for what was 
paft. It became ncccftary, therefore, to fend fomc perfon out as governor of Madras, who 
fhould be iovefted whh full powers to execute this difficult but delicate defign, and who pol- 
feSed a variety of rare qualities equal to the important office. 

It was natural therefore for the Company to look up to Lord Pigot, as one calculated in 
every particular, to give the moft happy efFe ft to all the purpofes of this comm ilfion. His 
fotmcT adminiftration in India Had been fortunate, glorious and juft : to him the Nabob of 
Arcot was indebted for his exalted fituation : his civil government had been as celebrated as his 
‘military exploits, and his private virtues had ever won, as they well deferved, the finccrcft re- 
gard of all who knew him. To this important talk Lord Pigot wax appointed. 

In the mean time, the Nabob was providing for every poffiblc as well os expefted confe- 
quence of the -Tanjour bufinefs. The Jong interval that clapfed before the arrival of Lord 
Pigot in bis government, afforded a full excrcifc of his ability in intrigue. Although the part 
which they had already taken, would ncce flarily influence the canduft of the Engliflt prefi- 
dcncy in the meafure of fccuring to him, in perpetuity, tb 6 pofleffion of the kingdom of Tan- 
jour, be was determined to take the moft cffcftual method of fixing their intereft, by Ixnrow- 
ing large funfts of money from fcveral mem!>crs of the council, &c. and mortgaging the reve- 
nues of Tanjour to them, as a fccurity both for the principal and a prodigious intoreft of 
thirty per cent. 

Lord Pigot arrived in his government about the latter end of the year 1775, and fuccccdcd 
fofar in the execution of his commiffion, as, in fpiie of the violent oppofiiion he experienced, 

3 



’Or THE ORICTN OP COMMSR C'E, 


.... *“3 

1777 to rcftorc? to llicRiiijali of Tanjour the pofieffion of his hereditary domiiuons. This mcafure 
procured him the mortal cnoiity of tlie Nabob, as welUs the mofi determined oppofitioa with- 
in his government ; fo that, in order to cKCcuto the commands of the Company, he found 
Uimlclf oHiged to take a very ftrong and bold mcafure, which was no Icfs than to move for 
the fufpenjGon of two of the council, and which his own cafting vote accompli/hed. By hi.; 
fupreme authority alfo in the fortrefs, he, for fimilar reafons, put under an arrcLl Sir Robert 
Fletcher, x\k commander in chief of the forces* 

A violent outcry was immediately raifed by the fecludcd raembersagainft this a£>, and being 
too impatient to wait the decifion of the Company On the fubjeft, they formed a fecict plot for 
fccuring the perfon of the governor, and effeiling a revolution in the fettlcment, which fhould 
give the power entirely iiao their own hands* This defign was ftsortly after executed wjth a 
degree of treachery, that it is 'not our bufinefs to particularifc or obferve upcyi. Lord 
was hurried away to a place of military confinement, where it appears, that hg own extiaoi- 
dinary rcfoluf ion and natural fortitude alontc preferved him from immediate dtaih, 

l*he account of this revolution excited the greateft furpxize and indignation in tb.e Company 
in general : whUil tltc fate of Lord Pigot was confidertd with all tint lefcnunent and humaiu'. 
apprehenfjan, wliich the fituation of fuch an amiable and excelicnt man wa.; calculated to in-* 
fpirc. The prcfiding fa£l ion at Madras and the Nabob of Arcot, were not, however, v.i:h< 
out their friends ; they were not idle on the occasion ; and, to the fur|>ri*;c of people in ge- 
nciai, the weight of government icaa^ed to their fide. 

The whole of thefg tranfaftlons being laid before the Eaft India proprietors at their cjuattcriy 
court, on the 26th of March in this year, a rcfolution was agreed upon by a very great inajo- 
rity, to recommend to tlic Court of Dircflors, to take the mofl cftcftual mcarurcs for reftor»T»g 
Lord Pigot to the full cxcrcifc of the powers vefted in him by the Company as governor ot 
Madras, and for enquiring into tkccondu£k of the principal aftors in his impiiionmcn:, Ac 
In couiVquchcc of this icfolution, fevcral others wac icon after pailcd ia the Court cf !>> 
refiors, by which Lord Pigot was reftored to the full cxeicifc of his powers, an^ hiS four 
friends who had l>ccn ejc^cd horn tlic council were reinftated It was alfo refolvcd, that fevea 
members of the council, including tiie commander in chief of the forces, had violently fub- 
verted Utc government by a ttiiiitary force, and that they ihouid not only be fufpepded fronr 
the Company's fcrvicc, but be cut ofFfrom any other means of reftoration, than the iuunediatc 
of the I.)ircftors. A vole of cenfure was alfo paffed in the Court of DireSors, by a cafting 
voice, ou Lord Bigot’s oonduft, as in fome degree reprehenfibie. 

But while the iiiftruAions were preparing to accompany tlicfe lefolutlons, the friends cf the 
Nabob and his party, afiificd by the whole power of government, induftrioufiy brrnight 
forward three new refolutiows , the objeft of which was, to older Lord Pigot home iiume- 
diately, to ciKjuirc into his conduS, and to lecal both his friends ai,id encmicii in the council 
of Madras for the Ifiimc purpofe. Tliefc refolutions were carried by a majority of 97 . and 
this decifion induced Governor JohaftotK to bring the bufinefs before the Houfe of Commons. 

That gentleman accordingly moved federal rcfolutions ; upon which, if carried, he Intended 
to found a bill for tlic better fccuring our fcitlemcnts in the Eafl Indies* 'Fhefe rcfolutions 
went to a ftrong approbation of Lord PigoBs conduft as governot , to a coufirmatioii of thofe 
late of the Coinjuiny which had been paflTed in his favour, or in the condemnation of the 
faction at Madras ; and to annul the rcfolution for his recal* 1 his motion, however, alter a 
great length and ability, wasrejededby a very fmall majority. 
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*777 On the aift of February, thefollowing memorial was prefented by Sir Jofeph York to the 
States General of Holland. . 

“ Since the commencement of the unnatural rebellion, which has broken out in the Eng- 
lilh colonics againft the legal conftitution of the mother country, the undcr-ligncd ambalTador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the King of Great Britain, lias bad frequent occafions to 
addrefs himfelf to your High Mightinefles in the name of his mailer, to engage them by all 
motives of national intcreft, of good neighbourhood, of fricndlhip, and finally of treaties, to 
put a flop to the clandelline commerce which is carried on between their fubjcSs and the 
rebels. If the mcafurcs which your High Mightinefles have thought proper to take, bad been 
as efl&cacious as your aflTurances have been amicable, the undcr-figned would not now have 
been under the dilagreeablc ncccflity of bringing to the cognizance of your High Mightinefles, 
fafts of thf moft ferious nature. 

“ The King hatii hitherto borne, with unexampled patience, the irregnlar conduft of your 
fubjefts in their intereiled commerce at St. Eullatia, as alfo in America. His Majefty has 
always flattered himfelf, tliat, in giving time to your High Mightinefles to examine to tlie 
bottom of this condufl, fo irregular and fo infufferabic, they would have taken the meafures 
neceflary to correSl the abufe, to reflrain their fubjeds within bounds, and to make them rc- 
fpe& the rights and fricndlhip of Great Britain. 

** The complaints which I have orders to make to their High Mightinefles, arc founded 
upon authentic documents annexed to this memorial, where their High MightinclTcs will I'cc 
with ailoniflimcnt, and, I doubt not, at the fame time, with difpjeafure, that their new go- 
vernor, Mr. Van Graaf, after having permitted an illicit commerce at St. Eullatia, has fo far 
forgotten his duty, as to connive at tlie Americans in their hoAile equipments, and to permit 
the feizure of an Englifti veflel, fay an American pirate, within cannon Ihot of that ifland : and 
iu aggravation of the affront given to the Englilh nation, and to all the powers of Europe, to 
return from tlic fortrefs of his government the falute of a rebel flag. In return to tlie amicable 
reprefen rations made by the governor of the neiglibouring iiland of St. Chriftopher on thefe 
notorious fails, Mr. Van Graaf has anfwcred in a manner the moft vague and unfatisfaflory, 
refufing to enter at all into tlie fubjcil, or into an explanation of the matter with a member of 
his Majefty’s council of St. Chrillophcr’s, difpatched by the governor, for that purpoic, to 
St. Eullatia. 

“ After exhibiting tlie documents annexed, nothing remains with me but to add, that the 
King, who had read them, not with kfs furprize than indignation, hath ordered roc, to cx- 
prefsly demand of your High MightinelFcs, a formal difavowal of the falute by Fort Orange, 
at St. Eullatia, to tlic rebel Ihip, tlic difmiflion and immediate recal of Governor Van Graaf, 
and to declare further, on the part of his Majefty, that until further I'atisfailion is given, they 
arc not to expeS that his Majefty will fuffer himfelf to be amufed by mere alTurances, or that 
he will delay one inftant to take fuch meafures as he lliall think due to the intcreils and dignity 
of his crown. 

“ (Signed) Joseph Yorke. 

*' Given at the Hague, February 21, 1777.” 

In anfwer to the above, the following memorial was delivered, by order of the Sufes Ge- 
neral to the court of Great Britain, by the envoy extraordinary and minifter plenipotentiary of 
their High Mightinefles. 


“ Sire, 
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« Sire, 

It is with the moft profound refpcfl:, tbAt the under-llgned envoy extraordinary and. ple- 
nipotentiary of their High Mightinefles, in confequence of the orders which he has received, 
has the honour to reprefent to your Majefty, that the memorial which your ambaflador hath 
prefented to their High MightineflTes on the aift of laft month, has touched them very fenfibly : 
that they find ihemfelves obliged to mak;p complaint of the reproaches which are contained in 
it, as if their Higli Mightinefles vi^creto be fufpefted of a will and intent of amufmg your Ma- 
jefty by amicable aflurances, which they have falfified by their a£ts ; alfo of the menacing tone 
whicli reigns in that memorial, and appears to their Higli Migbtinclles too highly ftrain- 
cd, beyond that which is ufuatly adopted and ought to take place between two fovereign 
and independent powers, and efpccially between two neighbouring powers, which have 
been, during fuch a length of ycurs, united by the tics of good Jiarmoaiy and mutual 
fricndlhip* 

Their High Mightinefles truft, tliat on all occafions, and particularly in refpeft to the 
unfortunate troubles of your Majefty's coionics in America, they have held a conduit towards 
your Majefty, which you had a right toexpeft from a good neighbour, and a friendly and 
srfifcftionate power* 

Their High Mightineftes, Sire, hold your Majefty\s fricndfliip in the higheft eftiraaiion, 
and wi(h to do every thing in their power, as far 2^ the honour and dignity of their ftate will 
permit, to cultivate it ftill more and more : but they cannot, at the fame time, fo far reftraiii 
themfeWes, as to difguife tlic very poignant fenfation with which that memorial has im- 
prefted them. 

It is alone from the motives of denaonftrating to your Majefty every poffibic regard, and 
to prove that their High MightinelTcs will not ncgicft any thing, which mav ferve to invefti- 
gatc properly the truth of the fafts, Irom whence the complaints made to them fceni to have 
arifen, and that they have rclolved to inftitutethe moft fumraary enquiry on the fuhjc£l repre- 
fented to them. 

To this end their High Mightinefles, paffing by the ordinary and ufual form in flmiJar 
cafes, requiring a report in writing from their officers arid others employed in their colonics, 
have already dilpatebed their orders to the commandant of St. Euftatia, to return to the R2- 
puVdic without delay, and, as foon as pofiiblc, to give the ncceflary information of all that has 
pafled within the iftand of St. Euftatia, and whatever may have come to bis knowledge re- 
lative to the American colonics and their vcffels, during the period of his command, and to 
lay hl« conduit, touching that matter, before the eyes of their High Mightinefles* 

** The under-figned is charged, by bis orders, to bring the information of this rcfolution 
to your Majefty, as allo that their High Mightinefles make no difficulty of difavowing, in the 
moft: exprefs manner, every aft or mark of honour which may have been given by their of- 
ficers or any of their ferv^nts, 10 the vcflcls of your Majefty's colonics of North America ; or 
that they may give hereafter i fo far as thofc afts or marks of honour may be of fuch a nature, 
as that it may lie concluded from them, tliat it is thereby intended, ui tlie Icaft degree, to re- 
cognize the independence of thofc colonies* 

The uader-figncd is alfo further charged to inform your Alajcfty, that their High Migh- 
tinefles have, in confequence, given their orders to their governors and councils in the Weft 
Indies, and have enjoined them afrclh, in the ftrongeft terms, to obferve cxaftly the placards 

and 
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1777 and orders againft the exportation of military ftorcs to the American Colonies of your Majef- 
ty, and to fee them executed with the utmoft rigour* 

** (Signed) 

“ Dated London, March 26, 1777.” Welpehen* 

About this time, there was publiflied at Pctcrlburgh an account of tlie commerce of tliat 
city for thirty years and upwards, taken upatt^;^ year 1724; of which we have lelefled oaly 
the following, as fufficient to fhew the great fluAuation of their trade during that period. 


Roubles^ 

In the year 1724, the cuftoms of that city produced only io> 33 S 

1726, they exceeded ~ — 84,695 

^ 1741^ from particular events, they fell in this year to 1 1,000 

« . 1752, they produced, — • • — 203,734 

1754, the cudoms amounted to — 768,058 

1757, they brought in — 1,000,713 


On the t7th of OAober in this year. Lieutenant General Burgoyne and his army of 5,600 
men, ordnance, ftores, camp equipage, See. furrendered, on convention, prifoners of wai to 
Major General Gates, commander in chief of the American army, at Saratoga. 

Congrefs (which was now removed to York Town, Pcnnfylvania) came to a refolution, on 
the 2ad of November, not to treat v<;ith Great Britain upon any terms, unlefs the independ- 
ence of America was firft acknowledged : this being totally rejefled, they applied to the Court 
of France for affiftance to eftablifh their independence ; and, on the 24th of December preli- 
minary articles of a treaty between that country and America were agreed upon at Pans, and 
fent to Congrefs on the 27th of the fame month. 

Returns made from the poor rates to Parliament, ftalcd to be from Eafter 1775^ to Eafler 
*776. £• 

Money raifed m England, — — 1*679,585 o o 

Wales, — ~ 40,731 14 7 



Total, 

1,720,316 

14 

7 

Money expended on the poor in England, 


1,523,163 

12 

7 

Wales, 


33,640 

*3 

8 


Totol, 

1.556,804 

6 

3 

The county rates of England amounted to 


131,387 

18 

n 



6,268 

1 1 

9 


Total, 

137,656 

10 

8 


In mod of the northern counties the rates arc raifed fcparately, and, therefore, are not in- 
cluded in thefc returns. 

Rents ^ &c. Litigation* 

Sm S* tl* 

78,176 4 o - — 33 > 93 S >8 o 

2,120 XO 7 1*136 2 8 

Total, 80,296 14 7 Total, 35*072 o 8 


From 
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From a furvey lately made by order of the French King, and laid before the fu|>remc conn-- 
cil at Paris, eftablifhed for tlie improvement of the French Weft India fettlements^ it .appear-^ 
cd| that the number of ftaves in their iftands, at this period, were as follows ; 


St* Domingo, 
Martinico, 
Gaudaioupe, 
St. Lucia, 
Cayenne, 


Slaves* 

240, OCX) 
75,000 
64,000 
4,000 
3iS^ 


Total, 386,500 


'to fupply the annual dcilcicncy of which number, an annual importation of 20,000 negroea 
was allerted to be neceflary. 

In the courfc of this year, there was imported into London from Ncwcaftle and Sunder- 
land, 692,093*5: chaldrons of coals, and 7,015 chaldrons of cinders and Scotch coals : 4,792 
lliips from the fame places were alfo cleared at the cuftom-houfc, 4,390 of which were coaft- 
wife, and' 402 for foreign ports. 

The following bills relating to trade and commq;rce, received the royal aflent in the courfe 
of this year. 

To enable his Majefty to detain and fecure perfons cliarged with high treafon in America, 
or on the fcas for piracy. 

To enable the Lords of the Admiralty to grant letters of marque to private fhips of wai or 
iTierchant Ihips, to make rcprifals on all ihips belonging to the American colonics, in aftual 
rebellion againft Great Britain, 

For regulating the affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in Europe as in India, fo far 
as relates to altering the time for the choice of Diieftors. 

To .enlarge Mr, Hartley’s patent, for his invention of iron plates to prevent the fatal con- 
fequ^nces of fires. 

h or improving the navigation of the river Tlumes from London-bridge to Staines, 

For building a bridge over the river Severn, near Glouceftcr. 

For preventing frauds in combing wool. ^ 

For continuing the duty on beer in the town of Burnt Ifland, in Scotland. 

For preventing frauds in the meafurement of coals. 

T o prevent frauds by venders of tea, detrimental to the revenues of cxcife. 

For allowing a drawback on tea exported to Ireland. 

To prohibit, for a further limited time, the importation of foreign wrought filks and velvets* 

To fccurc to engravers ihcir property in the engraving branch. 

For allowing certain quantities of wheat to be exported to the Weft Indies. 

To prevent the clandeftine prafticc of unfhipping goods from on board Eaft India ftiips. 

For fecuring the duties on foap and lum imported from the colonics. 

For allowing the exportation of tobacco pipe clay to the Weft India Iflands. 

For fettling the hours of labour, and the prices of taking apprentices, in the hat manu- 
faftory, , 


To 
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1 777 To allow the calJico printers and dyers to employ journeyaacn who have not ferved a regular 
appi^nticcfhip to the faid trade. 

For a better fupply of mariners and feamcn for mannirig the royal navy. 

To enlarge the powers of an aft, for making a navigable cut or canal, from the river Dee 
near Chefter, to Nantwich and Middlewich, in Chefhire. 

For regulating the duties on damaged currant^ and prunes imported. 

For granting certain duties on au£lioucers, &c. 

For continuing the encouragement of making indigo in the plantations, &c. 

For regiftcring the grants of life annuities, and for the better proteftion of infants againft 
fuch grants. 

To extend the provifions of an aft for negociating proiniflbry notes, and inland bills of ex- 
change, to a certain fum. * 

[Of the annuity aft, and that for reftraining the negotiation of bills of exchange,’ we Jliall 
give the following abftrafts]. 

“ Thefirft, after reciting in the preamble, that the pernicious prafticcof raifing money by 
the fale of life annuities, hath, of late years, greatly cncreafed, and is much promoted by the 
fecrccy with which fuch tranfaftions arc condufted ; it is enafted, that a memorial of all deeds, 
bonds, for granting life annuities, fhall, within twenty days of the execution thereof, be 
enrolled in chancery; which fhall co^itain the date, names of the parties, witneffes, &c. and 
fhall fet forth the annual fum or fums to be paid, and the name of the perfon or perfons for 
whofe life or lives the annuity is granted, and the confideration or confiderations of granting 
the fame ; otherwife every fuch deed, bond, &c. fhall be void. 

** It further enafts, that before judgment fhall be entered of record upon any warrant of at- 
torney for recovering any annuity already granted, and before execution fhall be fued out, &c. 
on any judgment already entered, a memorial fliall be enrolled as aforefaid ; otherwife all 
the proceedings in the aftions to be void. 

** It alfo enafts, that all future deeds for granting annuities, fhall contain the confideration 
and the names of the parties, in words at length : and that if any part of the confideration 
fhall be returned ; or, in cafe the confideration, or any part of it, is paid in notes, if any of 
the notes ftiall not be paid when due, or fhall be cancelled or deftroyed without being firfi. 
paid; or if the confideration, or any part of it, is paid in goods; or if any part of the confi- 
'deration is retained on pretence of anfvveringthe future payments of the annuity, or any other 
pretence ; tlie court may order the deed to be cancelled, and the judgment, if any has been 
entered, to be vacated.” 

It next contains direftions relating to the enrollment of memorials and the clerks fees. 

It then enafts, that all contrafts for the porebafe of annuities, with any perfon under 
twenty-one years of age, fhall be void ; and that any perfon who fhall procure or folicit any 
minor to grant an annuity, or to make oath, or give his or her word of honour or folcmn pro- 
mife, that he or fhe will not plead infancy, or make any other defence againft the demand ol 
any fuch annuity, lhall be punilhed by fine or imprifonment, 

“ It alfo enafts, that folicitors, feriveners, brokers, &c. who fliall take more than los. 
per cent, for procuring money for annuities, fhall be punilhed by fine or imprifonment ; and 
that the perfon or perfons who fhall have paid or given any fum or fums of money, gratuity or 
reward, fhall he deemed a competent wituefs or witnefles to prove the fame, &c. 


The 
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1777 The aft for rcftraining the negotiation of bills, recites, tliat by an aft of the fifteenth 
of this prefent reign, all negotiable promiflbry notes, &c. iffued after the 2‘4th of June, 1775, 
for lefs than 20s, wero made void, and that all fuch notes iffued before that time were then 
made payable on demand.’’ 

It adds, “ that the faid afts had been attended with very falutary effefts ; and fuppofes, 
that if the provifions therein contain<:d, were extended to a further fum, (but yet with- 
out prejudice to the convenience arifing to the public from the negotiation of promif- 
fory notes, he- for the remittance of money in difeharge of any balance of account) the 
good purpofe of the faid aft would be further advanced. The legillaturc, therclbrc, have 
continued the prohibition of notes, ^c. for any Icfs fum than 20s. » and cnafted, that, from 
and after the 24th of June, 1777, lill the firft day of January, 1778, all notes for any fum 
* between one and five pounds, fiial/ be liable to payment on demand, whatcvicr be the condi- 
tions contained in the faid notes, ^c.” 

It alio cnafts, “ that from and after the firft day of January, 1778, all negotiable promll- 
foi y notes, See. for 20s. and lefs than 5L fhali be made payable at twcnty-onc days after date ; 
and each indorfement thereon fliall fpecify the name and place of abode of the perfoii to whofc 
order the money is to he paid ; and that the figning of every fuch note, &c. or any indorfe- 
ment on it, Ihiill be attefted by one fubferibing witnefs at the lead.” 

The fcllovving are the forms of promiffory notfs and drafts, and of indorfements, taken 
from the fchcdule annexed to this aft. 


( 1. ) 


[P/tfiTc] [Afoni/?] 

Twenty-one days after date, I promife to pay to A. B. of 
or his order, the turn of , for value received by 

Witnefs, E. F, 

And the indorfement, totics quotics. 

[jDaj] of \Month'] 

Pay the contents to G* H, [F/^rr] or his order. 


Witncls, J. K. 


( IL ) 


fPiace^ \Day'\ [Month] 

Twenty-one days after date, pay to A. B. of [Place] 

fum of , value received, as advifcd by 


To E. F. of 
Witnefs, G. H. 

And the indorfement, toties quotics. 

[Day] [Month] 

Pay the contents to J. K. of [Place] or his order. 

Witnefs, L. M. 


[rear] 

[Place] 


C. D. 


[Tear] 


A. B. 


[Tear] 

or his order, the 


C. D, 


[Tear] 


A, B. 


D d 


VoL. IV. 


SupM.ir 
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AN HXSTORlCAt ANP C H RO NO t O G X C A t P E P tJ C T I 0 N 


Supplies granted by Parliament for this year : — 

For 45,000 feamen, including 10,129 marines, — 

For the ordinary of the navy, including half-pay, — 

Towards building and repairing fhips, &:c. — — 

Towards difeharging the navy debt, — •— 

On account of Greenwich Hofpital, •i- — 

For 20,734 efFeiElive land-forces, kc, — — 

For the pay of the general and ftafF-officers, &c. — — 

For maintaining forces and garrifons in the plantations, Africa, &c* 
For the difference of pay between the Britifh and Irifli cflablifhmcnts. 
For five Hanoverian battalions ferving at Gibraltar, kc, — 

For the Uiarge of 12,677 Hcflian troops, &c. and fubfidy, — - 

For a regiment of foot of Hanau, — — — 

Ditto of Waldcck, — ~ ~ 

Ditto of Hcflian chafleurs, with the fubfidy, , — —* 

Ditto of Hanau ditto, — — — — * 

For the charge of 4,300 Brunfwickers, — — 

For ditto of 1,285 Anfpachcrs, including artillery, &c. — 

For provifions for the foreign troop^ in America, — 

For making good the fum voted laft fefllon for the Hcflian troops, 

Ditto, for ditto, 

Ditto for the Hanau foot, ~ . 

Ditto for foreign troops, for the year 1776, — — 

For foreign artillery, &c* ~ — ~ 

For the Hcflian ditto, ~ — * _ 

For die Hanau ditto, — ^ — — , — 

For the Waldeck ditto, — — — 

For the charge of out-penfioners of Chclfea Hofpital, &c* ~ 

On account of the reduced officers of his Majefty’s land forces, &c. 
For allowances to fcveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfe-guards, &c, — — 

For penfions to the widows of certain reduced officers, — 

Towards defraying the extraordinarics of the army, kc. — 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fcrvicc, &c. 

For fervices performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for in 1776, 

On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain 
For the civil cftabiifliment of the illand of St. John, ~ 

Ditto of Georgia, ~ — — — 

Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — _ 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, — — — 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — _ 

Ditto of Senegambia, — • — ~ 

On account of general furveys in North America, 

To the truftecs of the Britifli Mufeum, — — 


2,340,000 

400,805 

465,500 

1,000,000 

4.000 
648,009 

n >473 

949,720 

47.178 

56.074 

336.932 

18,181 

17.370 

36,728 

16,326 

93.947 

39.588 

41.427 

6,617 

3.390 

1.013 

5.152 

26,053 

13.972 

3.383 

403 

105,279 

93.616 

754 

370 

1,200,024 

320,111 

272,705 

» 6^997 

3.000 

2,8x6 

4.596 

5.950 

5.900 

5.550 

2.993 

3,000 


s. d. 
o o 
2 10 

O O 


O 

O 


o 
O 

16 5 
18 6^ 


II 

O 


3 
3 

19 4 
I 6J- 

15 6 i 

1 2 | 

11 8^ 

10 1 

15 8 

2 4 

17 7 

5 3 

18 4 

16 10 

12 3i- 

7 4 
16 o 

6 8 

19 

13 9 

8 4 


I 

o 


12 

0 

1 

18 II 


18 

n 

o 

o 

fo 

o 

o 

o 

5 

o 


1 

7 

o 

o 

S 

o 

o 

o 

a 

o 


Carried for'ward, 8,6165919 6 8* 
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Brought over, * 

For difeharging certain unfatisfied claims relative to the laft German wa 
For the relief of fuch American civil officers as have fuffered from their 
attachment to his Majefty’s government, ~ — 

To Mr, Duncan Campbell, for the expence of convifts on the Thames, 
To make good to his Majefty the, like fum iffued by his Majefty’s 
orders, in purfuance of the addrelles of the Houfe of Commons, 

For repairing, ^cc. Britilh forts and fettlemcnts on the coaft of Africa, 
For printing journals, &c. — — — - 

To George White, Efq. for expcnces incurred relative to enquiries 
made into the ftate of the poor of this kingdom, — 

Towards difeharging certait! Exciicquer bills, — 

Towards difeharging certain other Exchequer hills, — 

I'o difcliargc the arrears and debts owing upon the civil lift on Janu- 

5 » 1 777 * „ _ 

It was alfo refolvcd, That for the better fupport of his Majefty’s 
hoiifehold, and of the honour and dignity of the crown, there be 
granted to liis Majefty during his life, out of the aggregate fund, the 
clear yearly fum of too,oool. to commence from the 5th of June, 1777, 
over and above the fum of 8oo,oooh granted by an aft made in the ift 
year of his prefent Majefty’s reign.] 

For difeharging the prizes of the lottery of 1776, — 

To make good the deficiency of certain grants for the fervice of 1776, 
Ditto of the fund for paying certain annuities, — 

Ditto in the land-tax, _ — 

Ditto in the malt-tax, ^ — — 

Total Supplies, 


8,616,919 

6 


00 

0 

H 

S 

32,934 

16 

6 

1,879 

10 

6 

13,060 

2 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

#500 

0 

0 

i,5bo,6oo 

0 

0 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

618,340 

9 

6- 


500.000 
61,288 

44.599 

250.000 

200.000 


o o 
7 il' 

o c 
o c 


The Ways and Means for railing the foregoing fupplics. 
Duty on malt, — — — 

Land tax at 4s, — — •— 

From the finking fund, _ _ — . 

By certain furpluffes and revenues in ditto, ~ — • 

By ditto, — — ^ ^ 


*2,895,543 O 2 

d. 

o 
o 
9 


c - 

750,000 
2,000,000 
1,939,636 
295,832 
760,363 14 


s, 

o 

o 

S 

iS 


By annuities and lottery, — — 

5,500,000 

0 

By Exchequer bills, — — 

1,500,000 

0 

By furpluffes of certain duties remaining in the Exchequer, 

3 . 9*9 

^3 

By ditto, — — - — 

*.39* 

0 

By duties on gum Senegal and gum Arabic, &c, — 

1,39* 

0 

By monies paid into the Exchequer by the executors of the late Lord 
Holland, — — — — 

200,000 

0 

Total of Ways and Means, — 

* 2 » 9 S 2 ,S 34 

iz 

Supplies granted, — • 

*2,895,543 

0 

Excefs of provifions, 

56,991 

12 

Dd 2 




6^ 

24 - 

o 

Q 

7 

7 

o 
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1777 The vote of ‘ credit for one miliioii, granted this fc/H on, for the future army extras^ 

and cxpence of, and lofs by coinage, is charged in the next aids* 

It appears from the above accounts, that the additional public* debt 
funded this year, amounts to five millions ; tlie interefk of which, at s„ d. 

4 per cent, per annum, is — — — 200,000 o o 

Together with the additional annuity of los, per cent, per annum, for 
ten years, which amounts to ^ — 25,000 o o 


T otal amount. 


225,000 o o 


Thisffum (by a£ls palTcd in purfuance of fcvcral refolutions of May 15, 1777) was raifed 
in the follSwiiig manner 

By a tax of one guinea each on aU male fcrvaiits not employed in 
agriculture, hufbandry, or trade, — 100,000 o o 

By additional duties on glafs, — — — 45,000 o o 

By additional fiamp duties, — — — 55»ooo o o 

By a duty on audioneers, and on goods fold by audion, 37j5oo o o 


« ' Total of new taxes, 

From whence is to be deduded the annual produce of the plate duty, 
which was repealed, — ^ — — — 

Remained, 


237,500 o o 
12,000 o o 
225,300 o o 


The number of chrillGnings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, &c. from 
December 10, 1776, to December 16, 1777, is as follows : 

Chriftened, males 9,338 Buried, males 11,768 

females 8,962 females 11,566 

18,300 23,334 

By the bill of mortality for Norwich, for tliis year, the numbers were, 


Chriftened, Males, 
Females, 

0 00 

VO 

Buried, Males, 

Females, 

50a 

494 


1,289 


996 


At Whitehaven,— *chriftcnings, 237 ; burials, 207 ; marriages, 92. 

At Whitby, — chriftenings, 278; burials, 219; marriages, 100. 

At Manchefter,— chrillcnings, 1,513; burials, 864; marriages, 577. 

At Liverpool. — chriftenings, 1,224; burials, 1760; marriages, 455. 

1778 At the commencement of this year, the critical fituation of affairs, both foreign and domef- 
tic, very powerfully engaged the public attention, and time was pregnant with events that de- 
manded the ^vhole of it. France was now on the eve of throwing off the malk and taking a 
decided part in the American war. On the thirtieth of January, a treaty of commerce was 

figned 
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1778 figncd between that court and America^ and on the fixth of February, a treaty of alliance 
eventual and defenfive was concluded, at Paris, between his Moft Chriflian Majefty, Louis 
the Sixteenth, and the thirteen United States of Amciica: as thefe treaties eventually cfFeftcd 
a revolution, which, in all its circumftances, has not a parallel in the hiftory of the world, 
we fliall infert them at large. 

“ Article I. A firm, inviolable, and^univcrfal peace, and a true and lincerc friendfliip, fliall 
fubfift between the Moft Chriftian King, his heirs and fuccelTors, and the United States of 
America, as well as between his Moft Chriftian Majefty ’s fubjefts and thofe of the laid Stales ; 
as alfo between the people, illands out and inhabitants of all ciafles, without any exception to 
perfons or places. I'hc conditions mentioned in the prelcnt treaty, Qiall be perpetual and per- 
manent between tlxe Moft Chriftian King, his heirs and fuccGiiurs, and the faid United 
States. • , r . 

II. The Moft Chriftian King and the United States mutually engage, not to grant any 
particular favour to other nations, refpefting commerce and navigation, which iball not be 
immediately made knowni to the oilier party ; and inch nation fhall enjoy that fa\our gratui- 
toully, if the conceflion is fuch, or in granting the fame compenfation, if the conccffion is 
conditional. 

III. The fubjefls of the Moft Chriftian King ftiall not pay, in the ports, harbours, roads, 
countries, illands, cities, and places of the United States, any greater duties or impofts, of 
%vhat nature foever they may be, or by whatever name they may be called, than fuch as the 
moft favoured nation ftiallpay; and they lhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, im- 
munities, and exemptions, in point of trade, navigation and commerce, whether in palling 
from one port of the faid Stales to another, or in going thither, or in returning from or going 
to any part of the world whatever, as the faid nations may or fhail enjoy. 

The fubjecls, people, and inhabitants of the faid United States,, or each of them, fliall 
not pay, in the ports, harbours, roads, illands, cities, and places, within the dominions of 
his Moft Chriftian Majefty in Europe, any greater duties or impofts, of what nature foever 
they may be, or by whatever name they may be called, than the moft favourite nation are or 
ihall be bound to pay ; and they (hall enjoy all the rights, liberties, piiviJeges, immunities, 
and exemptions, in point of trade, navigation and commerce, whether in pafling from one 
port to another of the faid dominions of the Moft Chriftian King in Europe, or in going thi- 
ther, or in returning from or going to any part of the world whatever, as the faid nations may 
or lhall enjoy. 

V. In the above exemption is particularly comprifed the impofition of rood, per ton, eft 
. tablifiicd in France upon foreign fliips : excepting when the Ihips of the United States lhall 

load with French merchandizes in one port of France for another in the faid kingdom, in 
which calc the faid (hips of the laid United States fhall difeharge the ufuai rights, fo long as 
the moft favourite nations fltall be obliged to do the fame; nevcrthelefs, the faid United States, 
or any 6 f them, fhall be at liberty to eftablilh, wdicncvcr they fhall think proper, a right equi- 
valent to that in queftion, in the fame cafe as it is eftablifhej in the ports of his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty. 

VI. The Moft Chriftian King fliali ufe all the means in his power to proted and defend 
all the fhips and cfFefts belonging to the fubjeils, people, and inhabitants of the laid United 
-States, and of each of them which fhall be in his ports, harbours, or roads, or in the leas 
near his territories, countries, ifles, cities, and places ; and fhall ufc every effort to recover 

and 
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1778 reftore to the lawful proprietors, their agents or order, all the fliips and effects which fliall be 
taken within his jurifdidlion ; and his Moft Chrillian Majefty’s Ihips of war, or other con> 
voys, failing under his authority, fhall take, on every* occafion, under their protc (51 ion the 
Slips belonging to the fubjefts, people, and inhabitants of the faid United States, or juiy of 
them, which lhall keep the fame courfe and make the fame route, and defend the faid fliips, fo 
long AS they fliall keep the fame courfc and ma^e the fame route, againft every attack, force, 
or violence, in the fame manner as they are bound to defend and protc^ the ihips belonging 
to tlic fubjefts of his Moll Chriftian Majefty. 

VII, In like manner the faid United States, and tlieir fliips of war failing under their 
authority, fhall proteft and defend, agreeable to the contents of the preceding article, all the 
fhips and cfFcfts belonging to the Moft Chriftiaii King, and fhall ufe all their efforts to rc* 
cover and reftore the faid fhips and cffedls, which ftiall be taken within the extent of the ju* 
rifdiflion of the faid United States, or either of them. 

“ VIIL The Moft Chriftian King will employ his endeavours and mediation with the 
King or Emperor of Morocco or Fez, with the regencies of Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli, or 
any of them, as well as with every other Prince, State, or Powder of the Barhai y coall in Africa, 
and with the fubjc<fts of ‘the faid King, Emperor, States, and Powers, and each of them, to 
fecure, as fully and effeftually as poJflible, to the advantage, convenience, and fccinity of the 
faid United States, and each of therv, as alfo their fubje^l?, people, and inhabitants, their 
fhips and effects, againft violence, infult, attack, or depredation, on the part of the faid Bar- 
bary Princes and States, or their fubjefts. 

IX. The fubjefts, inhabitants, merchants, commanders of flilps, mailers, and fcamcn, 
of the ftates, provinces, and dominions of the two parties, lhall reciprocally refrain from, 
and avoid filhing in any of the places poflefled, or which fhall be polTcflcd, by the other party. 
The fubjefts of his Moft Chriftian Majefty, fhall not filli in the harbours, bays, creeks, roads, 
and places, which the faid United States poffefs, or fliall hereafter pollels ; and in the fame 
manner the fubjefts, people, and inhabitants of the faid United States,' lhall not fifli in the 
harbours, bays, creeks, roads, coafts, and places,, which his Moft Chriftian Majefty aftually 
poflefles, or fhall hereafter pofTefs ; and if any fhip or veffcl lhall be furprifed fdhing, in viola- 
tion of the prefent treaty, the fame Ihipor velTel and its cargo fliall, upon clear proof, be con- 
fifcated. Provided the cxclufion ftipulatcd in the prefent article fhall ftand good only fo long 
as the King and the United States fhall not fuffer it to be enjoyed by any other nation 
whatever. 

X. The United States, their citizens and inhabitants, fliall never difturb the fubjefts of 
the Moft Chriftian King in the enjoyment and exercife of the right of filhing on the banks of 
Newfoundland, any more than in the unlimited and cxclufive enjoyment they pofTefs on that 
part of the coafts of that ifland, as fpecilicd in the treaty of Utrecht, nor in the lights relative 
to all and each of the ifles which belong to his Moft Chriftian Majefty i the wliolc coafonii' 
able to the true fenfc of the treaties of Utrecht and Paris. 

XI. The fubjefts and inhabitants of the faid United States, or any of them, fliall not be 
conlidercd as foreigners in France, and, confequeiuly, fhall be exempt from the right of ef- 
ebeatage, or any other fuch like right, under any name whatever ; they may, by will, dona- 
tion, or other wife, difpofe of their goods, moveables, and fixtures, in favour of whom they 
fhall plcafe ; and their heirs, fubjefts of the faid United States, refident in France or clfcwhcrc, 
fhall foccced to tli^m, a 6 inujiai^ without being obliged to obtain letters of naturalization, and 
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1778 without being expofcd to any moleftation or hindrance, under pretence of any rights or prero- . 
gatives of provinces, cities, or private perfons ; and the laid heirs, either by particular title, 
or al/ Inujiat^ lliali be exempt from all right of detraftion or other right of that kind, provid- 
ed that Inch or the like local rights arc not eftabliflicd by the fai<l United States, or any of 
them. The fuhjcfts of the Moil Chriftian King fliall enjoy, on their hdc, in all the domi- 
nions of the faid States, an entire and perfeft reciprocation with refpeft to the llipulations in- 
cluded in the prefent article. 

But it is at the liinic time agreed, that the contents of this article fliall not afFedl the lawa 
made in France agalnft emigrations, or fuch as may be made hereafter, fuch being left in their 
full force and vigour ; the United States, on their fide, or any of them, lhali be free to make 
fuch laws refpefting that matter as they fball judge proper. 

XIL The merchant ill ;ps of both parties, which (hall be bound to any port, belonging 
to a power then an eneni) of the otlicr ally, and of which the voyage, or nature of its cargo 
lhail give juft fufpicions, fiiall be bound to produce, either on the high feas, or in ports and 
harbours, not only their palTports, but alfo certificates, which fhall exprefsly ftatc, that their 
cargoes are not of prohibited and contraband wares. 

“ XIIl. If the contents of the faid certificates lead to a difeovery, that the fhip carries pro- 
hibited and contraband merchandizes, configned to an enemy’s port, it (hall not be permitted 
to open the hatches of the faid fhip, nor any cafe, clieft, trunk, bale, calk or other cafes, con- 
tained therein, or to difplacc or remove the Icaft part of the merchandize, vvhether the fhip be- 
longs to the Mod Chriftian King, or to the inhabitants of the United States, until the cargo 
has been landed in the prcfcnce of tlic officers of the Admiralty, and an inventory taken of 
them ; but they (hall not be permitted to fell, exchange, or difpofe of the (liips or cargoes, in 
any manner whatever, until a fair and legal enquiry has been made, the contraband dcclarcc?, 
and the court of Admiralty (hall have pronounced the confifeation by judgment, ncverthclcfs 
without prejudice of Ihips or cargoes, which, by virtue of this treaty, (hall b,c conlldercJ as 
free. It lhali not be pennitted to retain merchandizes, under pretence that they were found 
among contraband goods, and ftill Jels to conlifcate them as legal prizes. In cafe where a part 
only, and not the w'holc of the cargo, confifts ofcontraband articles, and that the commander 
of the Ihip conlcnts to deliver up to the captor what fliali be difeovered, then the captain, who 
lhail have made the prize, after luiving received thofc articles, (hall immediately rcleafe the 
fliip, and in no manner prevent it from purfuingits voyage; but in cafe that the whole of the 
contraband articles cannot be all taken into the velTcl of the capt6r, then the captain of fuch 
vcflcl lhali remain mafter of his prize, notwiihftanding the offer to give up the contraband 
goods, and conduft the lliip into the neareft port, conformably to what is above fpccificd. 

XIV. It is agreed, on the contrary, that every thing that fhall be found cmbaiked by the 
refpeftive fubje^s, in fliips belonging to the enemies of the other party, or their fubje£ls, 
(hall be confifeated, without regard to their being prohibited or not, in the fame manner as if 
they belonged to the enemy; excepting, however, fuch effects ‘and merchandizes as had been 
put on board the faid fliips before the declaration of war, or even after the faid declaration, if 
they were ignorant of it at the time of loading ; fo that the merchandizes of the fubjefts of 
both parties, whether they be found among contraband goods or otlicrwifc, which, as hath 
been juft mentioned^ (liall have been put on l>oard a lliip belonging to the enemy, before the 
war, or even after the laid declaration, when unknown to them, lliall not be, in any manner, 
fubjcdl to confifeation, but fiiall be faithfully and truly reflored, without delay, to the owners 
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1778 who fliall claim them : it mull, however, be iinderftood, that it will not be permitted to carry 
contraband goods into an enemy’s ports. The two contracting parties agree, that after the 
expiration of two months from the declaration of war, their refpeftive fubjefls, from what 
part of the world foever they ihalJ come, lhall not be permitted to plead ignorance of the quef- 
tion in this article. 

‘‘ And in order the more efFe^lually to fecurc the fubjefts of the two contrafting parties 
from receiving any prejudice from tlie Hiips ol war or privateers of eitlicr party, orders fliail be 
given to all caj)tains of lliips of his Moll Chriftian Majefty and the faid United States, and to 
all their fubjefts, to avoid offering infult or doing damage to the Ihips of either party i and 
whoever ihall a£l contrary to tliefe orders, fiiall be punilbed for it, and lhall be bound and 
obliged* ^^erfonally, in their own effefts, to repair aU Inch damages and lollcs. 

XVI, All lliips and merchandizes of what natuic foever, vvliich ihall be taken out of the 
hands of pirates on the high fcas, fhall be condufled into lomc port of the two fUites, and IIkiU 
be committed to the care of the officers of the faid port, in order that they may he entirely 
leftored to the right owner, as foon as fiich property lliall be fully and clearly proved. 

“ XVll. The Ihips of war of his moll Chrillian Majefty, and thole of the United States, 
as well as privateers fitted out by their fubjcfls, lhall be at full liberty to conducl where lliey 
pleafe fucli prizes as they lliall take from the enemy, without being amenable to thcjurilUio 
tion of their admirals or admiralty, or any other power ; and the laid velTcls or prizes, enttring 
into the harbours or ports of his mod Chrillian Majefty, or thole of the faid United Slates, 
lhall be neither flopped nor feized, nor lliall the officers ot fuch places enquire into the vali- 
dity of the faid prizes, but lhall be permitted to depart freely and at full liberty, to fuch places 
as dirc£lcd in the commiffions, which the captains of the faid Ihips lhall be obliged to produce. 
And, on the contrary, they fliall neither give fccurity nor retreat, in their ports or haibourb, 
to any prizes made on the fubjefls of his Majefty, or the faid United States ; and, if fuch fliall 
be found, to enter their ports, through ftorms or dangers of the fca, they lhall be obliged to 
depart as foon as poflibJc, 

‘‘ XVIII. Should a fhip belonging to either of the two States, or their fubjefts, run a- 
ground, be wrecked, or fuffer other damages, upon the coafts belonging to one of the two 
parties, they lliall give all friendly aid and affiftance to fuch as aic in danger, and take every 
method to fccure their fiife palfagc, and return to their own country. 

XIX. When tUefubjefts and inhabitants of one of the tw^o parties with their Ihips, whe- 
ther men of war, privateers, or merchantmen, lliaH be forced by foul weather, by the pur- 
fuits of pirates or enemies, or bv any other urgent neceffity, to feck flieltor and refuge, to run 
into and enter feme river, bay, road, or port belonging to one of the two parlies, they llial[ 
be received and treated with humanity and kindiiels, and fliall enjoy all the fricndlhip, pro- 
teftion and affiftance, and lliall be permitted to procure rcfrcflimcnts, provifions and every 
thing neceflary for their fubfiftcncc, for the repairing of their Ihips, and to enable them to 
purfue their voyage, paying a rcafonable price for every thing; and they lliall not be detained 
in any manner, nor prevented quitting the laid ports or roads, but lhall be permitted to depart 
at plcafurc, without any obftacle or impediment. 

“ XX. In order the better to promote the commerce of the two parties, it is agreed, that 
an cafe a war Ihould commence between the two faid nations, fix months fliall be allowed, 
after the declaration of war, to the merchants living in their towns and cities, to colleft and 
Uanfport their merchandize i and, ifanypaxtof them lhall be ftolcii or damaged, during thg 
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1778 time above prcfcrlbcd by cither of the two parties, their people or fabjefts lhall be obliged to 
make fall and perfeft fatisfa6tion for the fame, 

“ XXT, No fubjeft of the Moft Clii iflian King fhall take a commiflion, or letters of 
marque, to arm any fhip or veflel, to aft as a privateer againft the faid United States, or any 
of them, or againft their fubjefls, people or inhabitants, or againft their propcity, or tliat of 
the inhabitants of any of them, from any Prince whatever, with whom the faid United States 
fhall be at war* In like manner, no citizen, fubjeft or inhabitant of the faid United States, 
or any of them, fhall demand or accept any commiHion or letters of marque, to arm any Ihips 
or vellcls, to aft againft the fabje£ls of his Moft Chriftian Majclly, or any of thrm, or their 
property, from any Prince or State whatever, with whom his faid Majcfty may be atwEti i aiul 
if any of the two nations fhall take fuch commiftions or letters of marque, the^ flrall be 
niflied as pirates. * 

XXll. No foreign privateer, not belonging to fomc fubjetfl of his IMoft Chriiliaii Ma- 
jerty, or to a citizen of the faid United States, which lhall liavc :i cominiftion from any Prince 
or power at war with one of the two nations, lhall he permitted to arm their fhips in the ports 
of one of the two parties:, nor to fell their prizes, nor to e'ear their fhips, in any manner 
whatever, of their merchandizes, or any part ci their cargo ; they fliall not even be permitted 
to purchafe any other provifions, than fuch as arc necclliry to carry them to die ncareft port 
of the Prince or State of whom they hold their corftmilTion. 

“ XXII !• All and each of the fiibjcfts of the Moft Chriftian King, as well as the citizens, 
people and inliabitants of the faid United States, ftiallbc permitted to work tlieir vclTcls in full 
liberty and fccurity, without any exception being made thereto, on account of the proprietors 
of merchandizes on board the faid vclTels, coming from any pojt wliatcver, and deftined for 
fome place belonging to a power aftualiy an enemy, or which may become fuch, of his ?sToft 
Chriftian Majefty or the ll tilted States. It fliall be equally permitted to the fui)je6Is and in- 
habitants abovcvmcntioncd, to navigate their Ihips and merchandizes, and 10 frequent, with 
‘ the lame liberty and fccurity, the places, pbrts and havens of the powers, enemies to the two 
contradting parties, or one of them, without oppofition or niolcftaiion, and to trade with 
them, not only direclly from ports of the enemy to any neutral poit, but alfo from one port 
of the enemy to another of tb.c fame, whether under the junfdidlion of one or more ; and it 
is flipulatcd by the prefent treaty, that ail free vcfTcis fliall equally enjoy the liberty of trade, 
and that every tiling lhall be judged free which is found on board the ihips belonging to the 
fubjedts of one of the contradling parties, even though tlic cargo, or part of it, fhould liclong 
to the enemies of one of them ; excepting always, however, all contraband goods. It is Cijualiy 
agreed, that tlic fame liberty fhall extend to perfons onboard fuch free iliips, even though fliey 
fliail I'#e enemies to one of the two contradling parties, and lhall not be taken from the laid 
fhips, unlcfs in arms, and adlually in the enemy’s fcrvice. 

“ XXIV, This free navigation and commerce is extended to all forts of merchandizes, ex- 
cepting only fuch as fliall be deemed contraband or prohibited, and under iuch denomination 
are comprehended arms, cannon, bombs, with their fufecs and other appurtenances, bullets, 
powder, matches, pikes, fvvords, lances, daits, halberts, mort:.:rs, pctaids, graiiadcs, fwltpcrre, 
fuGls, balls, bucklers, cafqucs, cuiraftes, coats of mail, and otlier arms ot tlrat kind, pro])tr 
for the defence of foldicrs ; gun-locks, Ihouldcr-bclts, horlcs and their trappings, and ad other 
inftruments of war whatever. The following merchandizes arc not to be coniidcred as e‘ou- 
trabanc! or prohibited, viz. all lo its of clotlis, and other w’oollen fluffs, linen, jdk, ci-tton, 
VoL. IV. K e or 
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177S or Other fucb niattcfs ; all forts of doftths, with the materials of which they are ufually made; 
gold or filvcr, cither in fpccic or otherwife, pewter, iron, lattcn, copper, brafs, coals, and 
even wheat and barley, and ail other forts of grain aiurroots ; tobacco and all forts of fpiccs, 
failed and dried prqvifions, dried fdh, chccfc and butter, beer, oil, wine, fugar, and all kinds 
of flit, and in general, all kinds of provlfions neceffary for the nourilhnient of man, and for 
tlu: fiipport of life ; alfo all forts of cotton, hemp, linen, pitch, tar, cords, tables, fails, can- 
vas lor fails, anchors, parts of anchors, malls, planks, limber and wood of all kinds, and all 
other things piopcr for the building and repairing of Ihips, and other matters vvhalfoevcr, 
which arc not in the form of warlike inftrumenls for lea or land, lhall not be reputed contra- 
much Ids fav;h as are already prepared for other ufes. All the articles above-mentioned 
are to bc^comprifed among the free articles of mcicliandizc, as well as all the other merchan- 
dizes and frrfibds which are notcomprifed and particularly named in the Jill of contraband mer- 
chandizes ; fo that they may be tranfported and conduced in the frccll manner, by the fub- 
jefts of the two contrafting parties, into any of the enemy^s ports; excepting, however, that 
fuch places are not a£lually belicged, blocked up, or invcfied, 

XXV. In order to remove and prevent dhTcntions and quarrels on cither fide, it is 
agreed, that in cafe one of the two parties lhall find theinfclves engaged in a war, the fliips and 
vclfels belonging to tlie fubjebls or people of the other ally, fhall be provided with maiine 
jiaiiporls, which fliali exprefs the name, properly and burden of the lliip, ns well as the name 
and place of abode of the mailer and commander of the laid Ihip, in order that it may from 
thence appear, that the famefhip really and truly belongs to the iVibjecls of one ol'the two coji- 
trailing parties, Thcle pafTports arc to be annually renewed, in cafe the fhip returns home iti 
thcfpaccof one year. It is alfo agreed, that the above-mentioned iliips, in cafe they ili.t'l be 
laden, are to be provided not only with pafTports, but alfo with certificates, contain! rtg tlic 
particulars of tlie cargo, the place from wliencc the fhip came, and a declaration of what con- 
traband goods arc on board; which certificate is to be made in the accoilointd forin, bv 
officers of the place from whence the Ihip fiiilcjd ; and if it he judged ncccfiiiry or prudent to.cx- 
prefs in tlic faid palFports the perfons to whom the mertliandizc belongs, it mull be freely 

CO 111 plied with. 

XXVI. In cafe any fliips of the fubjefts ami inhabitants of one of the two contracting 
parties fliould approach the coafl of the other, without any intention to enter the jjorl, or, 
after having entered it, without any intention to unload their cargo, or break bulk, they lliall 
coiuluft thcmlclvcs, in that refpeft, according To the general rules preferibed, or to be pre- 
feribed, relative to that matter. 

“ XXVII. When any vcffel belonging to the faid fubjea:., people, and inhabitants of one 
of the two parties, fhali meet, w hile failing along the coafl or on the open fca, a fhip of war 
nr privateer belonging to the other, the faid fliip of war or privateer in order to avoid difordcr, 
lhali bring fuch vcficl to, and fend her boat with tw^o or three on board licr, to whom the maf- 
ter or commander of the merchantman fliali produce his pafipoir, and prove tlie property of 
the vefTel ; and as foon as fuch palFport fliali be produced, the maflcr fliall be at lilicrty to pur- 
fue his voyage, without being rnoleflcd, or in any other manner driven or forced to alter his 
:,nlended courfe. 

“ XXVIII. It is agreed, that when tlie mcrcliandizcs fliall be put on board fliips or vcfTels 
of one of the two contrafting parties, they fliall not be fuhjcft to be examined again, all ilich 
examination and fearch being to be made before loading, and the prohibited goods being to be 
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1778 flopped and fcizcd on lliore, before they could be embarked, unlcfs there arc ftrong fufpicions 
or proofs of fiaucluicnt pracliccs : fo that no fubjeft of liis Moft Chriftian Majefty, or of the 
United States, can l>c flopped or moiefled for that caufj by any kind of embargo; but fuch 
fubjcfls of tlic State who fliall pi efume to vend or fell fuch niercliaiidi/cs as are prohibited, 
fhall be duly pnniihcd for fucJi infradiion of the treaty. 

XKIX. The two contradliiig parries mutually grant each other thcriglit of maintnh'iiiig, 
in their refpeflive ports, confuLs, vicc-confuls, agents and co mini fllrrics, whole biih;;cfs fhall 
be regulated by a particular convention. 

“ XXX. In order further to forward and facilitate the commerce between the ful)jccl-s of 
the United States and France, the Moft Chriftiaii Kljig will allow' them in Europe one or 
more free ports, to which they may bring and fell all tlic commodities and merchandizes of 
the Thirteen United States. H:s Majefty will alfo grant to the fubjefts of tluf^iid States, the 
free ports whicli have been, and are open, in the 1 '' reach iilands of Ametlca, all wliich free 
ports llie faid lubje£l$ of the United States Ihall enjoy, conformably to the regulations whiclr 
do t ern line that matter. 

XXXI. Tiic prefeut treaty ftiall be ratified by both parties, atid the ralif cations cxch-uigcd 
witliin tlic fpacc of fix momlis, or fooner If may be. \i\ wilncfs ofvvhicu the rcfpcct ivo- pl':> 
ifipotcntiarlcs havcllgncd tlie above articles, both in the French and Englifli language ; ncvc i- 
thclcfs declaring, that the prefent treaty wai oiigii^illy digcftcd and fettled in the French ic’i- 
guage, to whic.h they have affixed their bauds and leals. 

Given at Paris the lixth day of the month of February, 1778. 

C. A. Gkra^rd. 

“ B. Fran RUN. 

Sit. AS De AXE. 

Akthttu Lee."’ 

Tlic following is a treaty of alliance between his Moft Ciiiifliiui Majefty Louis XVI. and 
ilied hirtcen United States of America, concluded at Paris, February 6, 1778. 

Article K Ifvvnrlhould break out between France and Great Biitaiii dining the continu- 
ance of the jirefent war between tlie I’nitcd States and England, his Majefty and the faid 
United States llrali make it a common caufe, and aid each other matuaily with their good of- 
fices, their councils and their forces, according to the exigency of conjundures, as becomes 
good and faithful allies. 

‘‘ II. The circntial and dired end of the prefent defenfivc alliance is, to maintain effedual- 
{y the lilicrty, fovcrcignly and independence, ahfolute and imlia^ited, of the laid Ihiited 
States, as well in matters of government as of commerce, 

111 . The two contrading parties fliali each on its own part, and in the manner it may 
judge moft proper, make all the eftorts in its power againft their common enemy, in order to 
attain the end propofed. 

“ The contrading parlies agree, that in cafe cither of them fhould form any particular 
enterprize in which the concurrence of the other party may be defired, the party w'hofe con- 
currence is defircd, lliall readily and with good faith join to ad in concert tor tJiat purpofe, as 
far as circumftanccs and its own particular fituatioii will permit, and in that cafe, they fnall 
legulatcby a particular convention tlie quality and kind ot fuccour to be furnilhed, and the 
time and manner of its being brought into adion, as v/cll as the advantages which arc to be its 
compenfation. 
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"g « V. If the United States fliould think fit to attempt the leduflion of the Britifh power, 
remaining in the northern parts of America, or the iflands of Bermudas, thofe countries or 
illands, iti cafe of fuccefs, (hall be confederated with, or dependent upon, the laid United 
States. 

“ VI. The Moft Chriftian King renounces for ever the pofleflion of tlic iflands of Ber- 
mudas, as well as of any part of the continent of North America, which beiore the treaty ot 
Paris, in 1763, or in virtue of that treaty, were acknowledged to belong to the crown of 
Great Britain, or to the United States, heretofore called Britifli colonies, or which are at this 
lime, or have lately been under the power of the King and crown of Great Britain. 

“ VII. If his Moll Chriftian Majelly Ihall think proper to attack any of the illands fituated 
in the G*;lph of Mexico, or near that Gulph, which are at prefent under the power of Great 
Britain, all the faid illcs, in calc of fuccefs, Ihall appertain to the crown of France. 

“ VIll. hfeither of the two parties Ihall conclude cither truce or peace with Great Britain, 
without the formal confent of the other firft obtained ; and they mutually engage not to lay 
. down their arms, until the independence of the Umted States fliall have been formally or 
tacitly alTured by the treaty or treaties that Ihall tcrminatc’tlic war. 

“ IX. The contrafting parties declare, that, being refolved to fulfil, each on its own part, 
the claufes and conditions of the prefent treaty of alliance, according to its own power and 
circumllances, there lliall be no aftcr-Ciaims of compeniation, on one fide or tlie other, what- 
ever may be the event of the war. 

“ X. The Moft Chriftian King and the United States agree, to invite or admit other 
powers, who mav have received injuries from England, to make a common c?.ufe with them, 
and to accede to the prefent alliance, under fuch conditions as lliall be freely agreed to, and 
fettled between all the parties. 

“ XI. The two parties guarantee mutually from the prefent time, and for ever, againft all 
other powers, to wit. The United States to his Moft Chriftian Majefty the prefent poirelfious 
of the crown of Francs in America, as well as thofe which it may acquire by the future treaty 
of peace; and his Moft Chriftian Majefty guarantee's on his part to the United States, their 
liberty, fovereignty and independence, abfoJute and unlimited, as well in matters of govern- 
ment as commerce, and alfo their pollefiions, and the additions or conquclls that their con- 
federation may obtain during the war, from any of the dominions now or heictofore pOifelTed 
by Great Britain in North America, conformable to the fifth and fixth articles above written, 
the whole of their pofleflions Ihall be fixed and affured to the faid States, at the moment of the 
ceflation of their prefent war with England, 

“ XII. In order to fix more precifely the fenfe and application of the preceding article, the 
contrafting parties declare, that in cafe of a rupture betw'ccn France and England, the reci- 
procal guarantee declared in the faid article fliall have its full force and elTeft the moment fucli 
war Ihall break out ; and if fuch rupture Ihall not take place, the mutiml obligations ol the 
faid guarantee Ihall not commence until the moment of the celTation of the prefent war be- 
tween the United States and England, fliall have afeertained their pofleflions. 

“ Xlll. The prefent treaty Ihall be ratified on both fidcs, and the ratifications Ihall be ex- 
changed in the fpace of fix months, or fooncr if poffible, 

“ Done.at Paris the fixth day of February, 1778. . “ C. A. Gerard, (L. S.) 

“ B. Franklin, (L. S.) 

. “ Silas Deani-., (L. S.) 

“ Arthur LEii, (L. S.) 

On 
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1778 On the fcvcntcenth of February, the minifter introduced a conciliatory fcheme to Parlia- 
inent, which was compofcd of two bills under the following heads : — A bill tor declaring the 
intentions of the Parliament of Great Britain, concerning the cxcrcife of the right of impofing 
taxes within his Majefty^s colonies, provinces and plantations in North America ; and a bill 
to enable his Majcfty to appoint conimiffioners, with fufficient powers to treat, confult and 
agree upon the means of quieting the dijbrders fubfifting in certain of the colonics, plantations 
and provinces of North America. 

By thefe bills it was intended to appoint five commlflioners, to be endowed with very ampler 
powers, who fhould be enabled to treat with the Congrefs by name, as if it were a legal body, 
and fo far to give it authenticity, as to fuppofe its a6ts and conceffions binding on all America* 
They were alfo to be authorifed to treat with any of the provincial afTemblics upon the con- 
llitution they had adopted, and with any individuals in their civil and capacities, to 

order a fufpenfion of arms, to fufpend the operation of the laws, to grant ail forts of pardons, 
immunities and rewards, and to rcflore all the colonies, or any of them, to the form of its an- 
cient conftilution, as it flood before the troubles ; as well as (in any of thofe where the King 
nominated the governors, council, judges and other magift rates,) to nominate fuch, at their 
difcrction, until his further pleafurc fliould be known* 

Should the Americans claim the title of Independent States, in negociating with the com- 
niiHioners, the renunciation of it was not to be iniiiled upon, until the treaty had received its 
final ratification by the King and Parliament of Great Britain. The commiffioners were alfo 
to receive inftruftions to negociatc for fomc realbnable and moderate contribution towards the 
common defence of the empire, when brought to a Hate of re-union ; but, that no pretence 
might remain for not brltiging thefe unhappy tlificrences to a termination, the contribution 
was not to be infilled upon as an unrclaxing part of the treaty ; while the Americans, fhould 
they refufc a propofition, of a nature at once fo juft and rcafonablc, would yield every claim 
of future fupport from that part of the empire, to whofe cxpcncc they had refufed to 
contribute. 

The minifter concluded his fpccch on the occafion with declaring, that the conccffioiis he 
propofed did not proceed from necefiity, but from rcafon ; that Gicat Britain was by 110 means 
diiablcd from continuing the war ; that more troops might be raifed if more fhould be wanted ; 
that the navy was in great power ; that the revenue to fupport them was Hill llourifhing^ and 
that the funds for the Icrvice of the current year, would be very Ihortly provided at a' mo- 
derate intercil, 

Thefe bills met with no material oppofition ; and, after undergoing feveral alterations, 
paffed the Houle without a divifion. By thefe alterations, the powers ot the commidioncj s 
were, however, greatly narrowed from the idea of them firtt held out by the minifter: a claufe 
was introduced to repeal the American tea ad, palled in the year 1767 ; the provifious of the 
bill extended to the Weft Indies ; and fome change of cxprcflion was made in the title ol the 
bill, which in the iirft form might have been a preliminary objedion to the Americans to 
enter upon the treaty it was intended to produce. 

At length we come to that decifive moment, when France determined to throw ofF the 
appearance of fricndfhip, which ftill fubfifted between that country and Great Britain: Ihc 
now made an open declaration of her intentions relating to America; and, on the thirteentli 
of March, the French ambaftador prefented the declaration of his lovercjgn to the court of 
London, acknowledging tlic indepeadcircc of the North American colonies. This declara- 
tion 
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A. n. 

1778 tion was prcfentcd by tlie rainifters, with the following nicfn?ge, to both Iloufes of Par- 
liament, 

His Majcfty having been informed, by order of the I’lcnch King, that n treaty of nmlry 
and commerce has been Cgiied between the court of h rance, and ccrtaiii perfons cn^ploycd by 
his Mnjcfly’s revolted lubjcfts in North -America, has judged it ncccflary to direft, that a copy 
. of the declaration, delivered by the French amhaJlaJor to Lord Vifeounr Weymouth, he laid 
before the Houfe of Commons; and, at the fame time, to acquaint them, that l)is Majcfiy 
has thought proper, in confequcnce of this offenlivc communication on the pait of the court 
of France, to fend orders to his ambaflTador to withdraw from tliat court. 

His Majeftv is perfuaded, that the jufticc and good faith of his conduft towards foreign 
powers, and the finccrity of his wilhes to preferve the tranquillity of Europe, will be acknow- 
ledged hy\jl the work! ; and his Mnjefty trufts, that*he ihail r.ot ihmd rcf^onhhle for the dif- 
turbance of that tranquillity, if he fliould find himfeif called U])on to refent fo unprovoked 
and fo unjuft an aggreflion on the honour of bis crown, and thecficntial interci'ls of Ins king- 
doms, contrary to the nioft folcmn afluranecs, fubverfivc of the law of natiojts, and injurious 
to the rights of every fovcrcign power la Europe. 

His Majeily, reiving, with the firmcfl confidence, on the zealous and affefl innate Aip- 
port of his faithful people, is determined to be prepared to exert, if it lhall become necciJai y, 
all the force and refources of his kingdoms ; which, he trails, will be found adequate to rcqjcl 
every infult and attack, and to maintain and upliold the power and reputation of this country, 

‘‘ G. R.” 

The declaration, mentioned in tlic meflage, was as foKo’ws : 

** I'he undcr-figneJ ambaffador of his Moil Chriftian Majefty, has received cxprelk order*? 
to make the following declaration to the court of London. 

The United States of North America, who arc in full ponTciTion of iiidvpciidcnc:-, a:> 
pronounced by them 011 the 4th of July, ij/b, having propofccl to the King to conlhlidatc', 
by a formal convention, the conncdlion begun to be cftabliflicd between the two nations, the 
refpedlive plenipotentiaries have ligned a treaty of fnendfhip and commerce, dcfigned to Ici vc 
as a foundation for their mutual good corrcfpondcncc, 

** His Majefty being determined to cultivate the good uiulciftanding fubfifting between 
France and Great Ilritain, by every means .compatible with his dignity and the good c»f his 
fubjefts, thinks it ncccflary to make his proceeding known to the court of l.ondon, and to 
declare at tlie fame time, that the contracting parties have paid great attention not to ftijmlate 
any cxclufivc advantages in favour of the French nation ; and that the United States have n> 
ferved the liberty of treating vvidi every nation whaicvir, upon the fame footing of equality 
and reciprocity. 

In making this communication to the court of London, the King is firmly perfuaded it 
will find new proofs of his Majefty’s conftant and fmccic clifpollticin for peace ; and that his 
Britannic Majefty, animated by the fame fentiments, will equally avoid every thing that may 
alter their good harmony ; and he will particulaily take ciFcdlual mcafurcs to jnevent the com- 
merce between his IVIajcfty’s fubjefts and the United Stales of North America from being in- 
terrupted, and to CwHife all the ufages, received between commercial nations, to be, in this rc- 
fpeft, obferved, and ail tliefe rules which can be faid to fubfift between the two crowns of 
France and Great Britain. 

I4 
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1778 “ Tn tbiA juft confidence, the undcr-figned ambaffador thinks it fupeifluous to acquaint the 

PritHli minilier, tliat the King his maftcr being determined to protc£l cfTeilually the lawful 
coinmcice of his fubjccls, and to maintain the dignity of his flag, his Majefty has, in confe- 
qnence, taken eventual meafures in concert with the United States of North America, 

(Signed,) 

Dated London, March 13, 1778. Le IVL Dk No aille 

In the committees of both Houfes of Parliament, which were at this time employed in ex- 
amining the Hate of the nation, it W'as aficrted by the fupporters of that meafurc, that a very 
large balance was due from tlie merchants in North America to the merchants in London, 
which could not l)C then paid by the ulual remittance:; in goods, See. ifi confequcncc of the 
wai ; thatfince the pafhng of the fcvcral acts for j)rohibjting the filhcrics of the ^Nonh AmerD 
can colonics, from all trade and commerce with this kingdom, and for making prizes of their 
fhips, See. the number of vetf ls bedonging to (ircat Britain and Ireland, taken by fliTps of 
war and privateers belonging to tlic faid colonies, amoanicd to 733; of which, it appeared, 
lljut 47 had been rcleaibd, and 127 retaken; but that the lofs on tlie laitcr for filvage, iiitercft, 
on r!ic value of the cargo, and lofs of a market, mufl have been very confidcrable ; tlirt tlie lofs 
of the remaining 559 vefiels, wliicli were carried into port, appeared, from the bell I’c 

information, to amount, at lead, to 2,6oo,co:d. : that of cco fliips annually employed in t!]c 
African trade, before the comincnccmciit of the wth', whofe value, upon :!.n average, was abovit 
9, cool, each, there wcic not then 40 Hups employed in that trude, wlicivby Uicrc a]>pcarcd to 
be a dimiAulion in that branch of commerce of 160 iliips, which, at 9,000’. each, amount to 
a lofs of r, 440,000). per annum: that the p;ice of infurance to the Went Indies and Xojtli 
Afiiciica, wT.s incuafed from two and two and an half, to five per cent, wdth convoy; but, 
wiihout convoy and uiuirmeJ, the fame iidurance had been lo high as iiftcen per cent, ; and 
that, generally, in fuch ciieninlianccs ihips could not be inlarcd at ah : that \ [\c price of fc;- 
inens wages was railed from li. 10s. lo 3). 3s. per month: that the price of pot-ay’i was in- 
creafed from O.s, to 3I. los. per hundred weight : that the price of ipcrmaccti oil was railed 
from 35I. to 7c]. per ton : tijat the price of tar was augmented from 7s, and Ss. to 3c'', per 
barrel ; that the pnec of Ihgais, and all commodities from the Weft Indies, and divers forts 
of naval fioixs from Noith America, was greatly enhanced ; and lliat the number of American 
privateers, of which autlief.tic accounu had been received, ainoumcd lo 1 73 ; that they car- 
ried 2,536 guimg and 1 3,1140 ll-anicn, Ac. 

On the lide of adminlilraliofi it was contended, that the American commerce had fuiLred 
more than tliat of (ircat Britain, and that, upon a fair examination, a conftdcrable balance 
would be lound in our favour. In fuppovt <if this pofition it was faid, that the evidence of the 
merchants on the occafton was extremely paitial ; tliat their eftimates in point of value were 
. rated too high, and their lifts of Blips, taken by the enemy, erroneous : that if fome branches 
of commerce had tailed, others of greater value were cftablilhed : that the bcneiits to be deriv- 
ed from the Soiulani filhery, and the American lliarc of the Newfoundland iiihery, (whicii 
was calculated in a duplicate flatc as a prize to us and a lofs to them,) thould be very highly 
rated: that the number of American prizes which had been taken was 904, which, at the 
moderate valuation of 2,000k c.acU Ihip and cargo, upon an average, would amount to 
3, 808, cool. ; towdiicli, if the value of the fiflierics were added, it would appear, that, in tlic 
article of mercantile profit and loL, Great Britain was a coiilidcrablc gainer from the conteft: 
between her and America. 


The 
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AN HISTORICAL AND C H R O N O t 0 C 1 C A L DEDUCTION 

The diftreffcs of Ireland bad long been an objcA of regret, even with many of tbofc who 
had no particular interefl in that country. Without entering into the caufes from which they 
originated, it will be fufBcient to obferve, that they had grown to their prefent alarming and 
deplorable ftate, under the unhappy confequences of the American war ; fo that the country 
became unequal to tlic fupport of that great eftablifhmcnt with which it had encumbered itfclf, 
when the flouriftiing ftate of all other parts of the Britifh empire, had diffufed a large portion 
of ptofperity to the Irifh people. 

I'he ftate of affairs became now fo notorious, and the confequences were faid to be fo urgent, 
that the minifters were at length convinced of the ncceftity of paying attention to them, and 
of affording feme immediate redrefs to the grievances under which Ireland, at this time, la* 
boured.^Earl Nugent accordingly moved, on the 2d of April, that a committee of the whole 
floufe fhould be appointed to confider of the trade of Ireland. Tiic noble Lord oblervcd, with 
great truth, that the conduS of Great Britain towards its fitter kingdom, had been no lefs im* 
politic than unjuft, and that the fituation of public affairs, called particularly on this country 
to enter upon a revifton of the Irilh trade laws. 

This motion in favour of Ireland was fupported with great cordiality by every part of the 
Houfc, excepting the reprefentatives of certain rniimfafturing towns, wdio tlioughr it ncccffisv 
to confult their conftituents, with whofc intercfts, any ciiangc in the Irilh trade rcgulatiuns 
might interfere, and by which they Aiuft be governed in their conduft on thcoccafion. 

ItAvasTaid, that Ireland was now become the chic: dependency of the Britilh crowm, and 
that it particularly behoved this country, under its prefent circumftances, to admit the Iriih 
nation to the privileges of Britifh citizens; a nicafurc which true political vvirdoin would loiig 
fince have adopted. That the reftridions on the Iridi trade, had defeated the purpefe for 
which it was intended ; and, inilcad of promoting the ftaplc manufaflory of this country, in 
its woollen fabrics, had produced a tlired contrary effeft ; as the irilh, in order to pay their 
rents, were under a ncccffity ofdifpofing of the produce ol ihcir lands , aitd, as they were not 
allowed to m^nufafture their wool, to iind a market for it wiiercver they could , that all par- 
tial laws and unnatural reftraints muft ever fail in their defign, when oppofed to the operation 
of fuch a neccllity ; that France, fccling.an irremediable want of the raw matciiaj witliin Iut- 
felf, afforded a ready market, and an exorbitant price for tlie Iridi wool : that the chcapiai'; 
of living and other circumftances were, however, more than a countcibnlaiicc for the exaiVivc 
price fhepaid for the raw material, and that fire \vas tlicrcby cniibkd to arrive at fach a ftate 
with refpeft to her woollen manufacture, as, in fomc degree, to us in that very corn* 
mercc, of which we were, with fo muclj rcafon, fo very jealous. 

Lord Nugent's motions were placed under four heads, and d.irc£ted to the following 
purpofes ; 

Firft, That the Irifli might be permitted to export dlrcClly tr> the Biitiih jilaiitations. or to 
the fettlemcnts on the coaft of Africa, in Britifli fiiips, navigated according to law, all goods, 
wares and merchandizes, being the growth, produce, or manufacture of Great Ilritain, legally 
imported from that kingdom ; alfo foreign certibcate goods, under the fame condition. 

Secondly, That they might be permitted a direct importation into Ireland of all goods, 
wares and merchandizes, being the produce of any of the Britifli plantations, or of the fettle- 
ments on the coaft of Africa, tobacco only excepted. 

Thirdly, That they might alfo be permitted the dirceft exportation from Ireland, to all 
places except Great Britain, of glafs manufaftured in lliat kirigdom. 


Fourthly, 
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778 Fourthly, by taking off a duty amounting to a prohibition, the importation of cotton yarn, 
the manufafturc of Ireland, was permitted in Great Britain. 

But although tbefe motions were unanimoufly agreed to for the prefent, and the greateft 
good willies were exprefled for the fifter kingdom ; nay, although the mlnifler had - acknow- 
ledged that the Irilh complained, with great jufticc, of the reftriaionjs of our trade laws, and 
that a relaxation of them would bcncfij the Irifh, and uhimakly enrich ourfdves,— a very 
flroiig oppofition grew up againft the meafure* A general alarm was fpread through 'moll: of 
the trading and martufa£turing parts of the kingdom. They confidered the admittance of Ire- 
land to any participation in trade, as not only deilruftivc, in the moft ruinous degree, of their 
property, but as being equally fubvcrfive of their rights. They were as little difpofed to con- 
fent, that the people of Ireland Ihould cultivate their own tnanufaftiirc:;, and difpofe of tlicir 
native commodities at the proper foreign markets, as they were to admit to any limited 
degree of commercial participation. Infliort, the alarm was univerfd, and took fuchabfo- 
■lute poffcllion of the public attention, that, for a Ihort time, the American war, and all it? 
brooding events, appear to have been forgotten. The city of London, liowcvcr, preferved 
the dignity of its high commercial charafler, and remained uninfluenced by common opinion, 
and unmoved by popular clamour. Petitions, therefore, as may be fuppofed, were prefenteJ 
in great numbers, and ftrong inftruftions feat to reprefentatives on the occafioii. A curious 
circumftance, however, occurred in the courfe ofithe buflnels, which aitorded a remarkable 
example of the cagernefs with which ill-founded popular apprehenfions may be fometimes 
communicated and received : — A motion had been made, and a bill was accordingly brought 
in, for the importation of fail-cloth from Ireland. This was founded in a miftakc i as the 
liberty of importing Irilli fail-cloth was already cflahlillicd by a pofitivc law, of long fianding : 
yet this bill was as violently oppofed by petitions from different parts of the kingdom, and as 
ftrongly charged with dcftru£livc confequcnccs, as the other four bills which it accompanicJ, 
and were all framed on new grounds* 

On the fccond reading of the bills, a very powerful oppofition appeaupd againil them. — It 
was fated, on this fide, that there could be no objctlion to admit Ireland to enjoy a f ee 
trade equally with ourfclvcs, provided flic bore an equal fliare of the national burthens ; but 
that no tendency to fuch a provifon was contained in the bills before them. — That Ireland 
was fuppofed to contain two millions of people, and they were taxed at one million of money, 
which was ten Ihillings for each perfon; but that Great Britain, with fx millions of people, 
was taxed at tw^dve millions, which was an average payment of forty Ihillings for each perfon : 
it was therefore concluded, that it w^ould be equally impolitic, unreafonable, and unjull to 
our own people, who had undertaken this heavy burthen on the faith of the navigmioJi laws, 
and the fuppofed liability of our commerce, to pafs the bills then depending. It was added, 
that this mcafurc was of too ferious a nature, and too complicated in its obiefts, to be deter- 
mined at once ; that a matter of fuch magnitude as the overthrowing the whole (yilcm of our 
trade laws, was not to be fo readily concluded ; and that it demanded the nioil mature delibe- 
ration, the flii£lcft invcfligatioii of fa£ls and circumftanccs, ^and the fulleft conllderation of fu- 
ture effefls and contingencies.— It was was therefore recommended, to refer the general bufinefs 
of Ireland to a committee, whofc report might lay the foundation tor future mature dtlihera- 
tion ; by which means fuch redrefs might be afforded to Ireland as the fituation of both coun- 
tries would admit, without prejudice to the trade of Great Britain* 

VoL. IV. . F f 
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1778 It was argued, on the other fide, in favour of the bills, that they propofcd no more than t 
rellbration of what the wifdom of a Britifli Parliament had, on a former occafion, thought 
proper to beftow on Ireland, The. navigation bills pafled in the 12th of Charles the Second, 
extended to Ireland as well as England. A kind of crooked policy had, however, deprived 
her of the freedom flic had enjoyed under that law, and flie had ever fince remained in a ftate 
ijf oppreffive and unnatural reftriftion. .Dcpriv|d of every incentive to induftry, and fliut out 
almoft from every paflage to wealth, (he had never complained of her condition. She had 
done her utmoft to promote the interefts and defend tlie rights of Great Britain, and her 
ward had been reftriftion and commercial bondage of the mofl: cruel nature. 

The annual revenue of the two kingdoms, it was faid, had been moft unjuftly drawn into 
comparifon, to prove that Ireland did not pay an adequate proportion of taxes ; whereas it 
was not h^c number of inhabitants which conftituted the fpecific difference in the article of 
taxation between two countries, but the diftinftion of internal opulen(:c, and external advan- 
tage ^ and if the two kingdoms were compared under that idea, it would be found that Ire- 
land was taxed in a quadruple proportion to England* The internal wealth, and external ad- 
vantage of trade and commerce, are forty times greater in England than in Ireland. There 
w^as, therefore, no ratio of proportion in the mode of taxing the latter : flie was taxed without 
enjoying the means of payment. If feveral of the Englilh cxcifcs had been laid in Ireland, it 
muff have been for the fake of opprcfgon, and not produdion, and for the benefit of the offi- 
cers, inftead of the revenue. Leather, which is taxed in England, would be very trifling ia 
its produce in a country where multitudes of the people never wear fliocs. Candles arc taxed 
in England, but what revenue would be derived in Ireland, where there arc two hundred 
thoufand houfes in which, probably, a candle, fuch as we tax, was never lighted. Enlarge 
the means of payment to Ireland, and, in proportion to her ability, flte will increafe the rale 
of taxes. An equality of commercial power, it was infilled, could not be cftablilhcd between 
the two countries j the opulence of the one is a great obftacle to the other : the great difpro- 
portion of capital, cffedually deftroys tlie poflibility of an equality ; and as the ability of pro- 
ceeding would increafe in the fame proportion, in the progrefs of the one ajid of the other, the 
fame proportion of advantage would fill remain. — The Irilh would be able to follow the Eng- 
lilh at an equal diflance in every ftage, both in the outlet and in the continuance^ but they 
would never be able to accelerate their motion fo as to overtake tlicm. 

Counfel and evidence weje alfo heard on different parts of the Irifti bufinefs ; and, in con- 
fcquence of a compromife between the fupporters and oppofers of it, which originated ratlier 
from the circumftanccs of the moment, than any apprehenfions of failure in the former, it 
was thought expedient to give up, for the prefent, moft of tlic advantages that were originally 
intended, by the bills in queftion, for Ireland, Some enlargement, however, was given to 
the IJncn trade, particularly in the article of checks ; and fome openings afforded in the Afri- 
can and Weft India trades, which did not exill before. This mcafure, therefore, ended 
rather in being a prelude to future benefit, tlian producing any great immediate advantage to 
the people of Ireland. 

On the i8th of March, the French King iffued an order to feize all Britifh fliips in the ports 
of France i and, on the 27th, an embargo was laid on all French fliipping in the river 
Thames, &c. — About the fame time, a treaty of fricndlhip, guarantee, and commerce; was 
entered into between the crowns of Spain and Portugal. 


On 
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1778 Oft the 1 3th of April, the Earl of Carlifle, George Johnftone, and William Eden, Efirs. 

were appointed, with Lord and General flowc, his Majefty’s commillioners in America; 
and, on the 16th of the fame month, "tliey embarked at Portfmouth, to proceed on tlieir com- 
milSon. On the 9tli of May, they arrfvcd at Philadelphia, and immediately forwarded their 
powers and iaftruftions to Congrefs ; who, on the 17th, anfwcred the conimi(fioncrs letters 
by a formal rejeftion of any overture, ivilil the independence of America was firft acknow- 
ledged. That povver was not (nor could it he,, without parliamentary fanftion) granted by 
the commillion ; fo that this embafly, which was fent out too late to do any good, added ano- 
ther and very mortifying article of difgrace to the Britifli government* 

Complaints and remonftranccs had been long and repeatedly made by the Weft: India mer- 
chants and planters to adminiftration, of the weak and expofed ftate of thofe illands, whicii 
feenicd to be left to the mere) of their powerful European neighbours, without a military 
torce for their delence, or a naval fquadron for their proteSion*.^ Jamaica had been very ur- 
gent in thefe applications ; the immenfe Britilh capital ncccffarily lodged in that iPand, ren- 
dered it no lefs an objc£l of concern in this country, than its great domeftic property did to 
the owners of the foil. The great incrcafc of troops, and the unufua! military preparations 
in tlie French and Spanilb fcttlcrnents, afforded fufficient rcafon to juflify the apprehenfions 
from whence thefe reprefentations originated. Confidential and palliating anfwers were al- 
ways given ; but the faft really wms, that the military and naval force of the empire, then on 
foot, was fo completely fvvallowcd up in the vortex of the American w’ar, that otlier objccls, 
however important, were ncceflarily, in a great degree, left to the difpofition of fortune. 

The ifland of Dominica was added to the empire of Great Britain by the treaty of Paris, 
and was an acqulfition of confidcrahlc importance; while its fitualion (lying between Marti- 
nico and Guadaloupc, and within view of each) added greatly, in time of w*ar, to the value 
of its poffcfiion. This circumflancc feems to have been fo wtll underllood by goveriimt*nt, 
that the ifland had been fortified at a very great expence, and large quantities of ordnatice and 
military ftorcs fent thither from England ; but the garrifon, which confifted but of an hund- 
red men, wni totally inadequate to the employing thofe admirable means of defence which the 
ifland afibrded. 

The fituation of Dominica did not cfcapc the attention of the Marquis de Bouillc, governor 
general of Martinico ; who, on the 7th of September, in this year, landed about 2000 men, 
under the cover of feme frigatCsS and privateers, he foon reduced the Britifh governor to a ca- 
pitulation ; which was fo in all its parts, that a mere change of fovercignry was the 

only alteration in the condition of the inhabitants. 

To aggravate the mortification attendant upon fuch a lofs, Admiral Barrington lay at this time 
no further off than Barbadoes, with two ihips of tlic line and fomc frigates. His inftruftions 
were to remain on that ftation till further orders ; and there he had remained two nioniiis, 
without even being informed that lioftilitles had commenced bcwccn Great Britain and 
France : but no fooner did he receive advice that an attack was made upon Dominica, than, 
without waiting for further inftru£lions, he fet fail with all pofliblc fpced to its aififtance; but 
though he found that ifland in poffeillon of the French, his appearance checked all immediate 
attempts upon any other of tlic Britllh iflands. 

However, in the month of December following, fomc reparation w^as made to Great Bri- 
Britain by tlic conqueft of St* Lucia ; wdiich, as it may be well coufidcred in the twofold vievv* 

F f 2 ' of 
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1778 of a military exploit and a commercial acquifitioii, added greatly to the honour and advantage 
of the Britilh empire. 

The expedition againft that ifland, it is faid, and wc believe with great truth, was fuggefted 
by a letter written to Lord George Germaine, then fecretary of the American department, by 
a great naval charaftcr, at that time unemployed, but who was afterwards called to the fervice 
of his country ; and, as it fortunately happened, tto the prefervation of a moft important part 
of the Britifli empire* Of that inflruftivc letter we fhail give the following extraS: 

** 1 had lately the honour to prefen t your lordlhip with the copy of a letter I thought It my 
duty to fend to the King’s miniftcr before the coiiclufion of the 1 aft war, pointing out the 
great confequcnce of retaining fomc of the conquered illands, particularly Martinico or St, 
Lucia: and, although at that time I preferred the detention of Martinico, I am now fully 
convinced^that St, Lucia is of more confequcnce to Great Britain, for the reafons I lhail pre- 
fume to give j viz. 

Martinico, though in the moft flourilhing condition at the conqueft, has, fince the laft 
war, had the dreadful misfortune of being pcftcred with a fpccies of ants, which have deftroyed 
the country, particularly the windward fide, in fuch a manner, as to make it alraoft a defart, 
and ruined all the proprietors in that quarter: this plague ftill continues ; and many plan- 
ters who ufed to make three and four hundred hogflieads of fugar, now make none. This 
illand, thoiigh it has four harbours, none of them arc equal to the Carenage of St. Lucia, fo 
fecure, or fo capable of being defended ; which alone is of the utmoft importance to a mari- 
time power. Befides, the French, fince the laft peace, having fortified Mount Garnlc, will 
render the conqueft of Martinico more difficult, and take up a longer time ; whereas St. Lu* 
cia having been greatly cleared and cultivated fince the laft war, will render the conqueft caficr, 
and more healthy for the troops ; and, when poflefled by his Majefty, be fuch a check upon 
the French commerce, as to render Martinico, and their other iflands, of ilrtlc ufe ; as id,-: 
Majefty’s fquadrons ftationed at that illand, will have it in their power not only to block Lip 
every port in Martinico in a few hours, but likewife, (it being equally to the windw\ird with 
Martinico) the cruizers from St. Lucia can always ftretch to windward of all the other ifiands, 
and intercept any fucc'ours intended for them. Add to this, the infinite cpnfeqm ncc of the 
liarbour called the Little Carenage, where the iargeft fhips of war can be careened, be fecure 
during the hurricane months, and always ready to afford a fpeedy fuccour to his Majefty';: 
other iflands, and a certain fecurity to the fouthern iflands of St. Vincent, Grenada, To- 
bago, &c. &c. which, at pvefent, are greatly liable to depredations from the iflands of Mar- 
tiixico and St. Lucia. The latter illand being in our hands, will likewife put Martini<;^ in 
the fame predicament as Dominica is at prefent, viz. between two iflands of an enemy; and, 
if attacked, a fpeedy fuccour, in a few hours, might be fent from St. Lucia; whereas, nt 
prefent, whatever fuccour might be neceffary to defend Dominica, if attacked, muft come 
from Antigua, an ifland far to leeward; and, in all probability, the ifland would fall bcfoie 
fuch fuccour could arrive. 

“ The place for careening and refitting his Majefty’s flrips in thofe fcas, and the ftation of 
the admiral who commands them, being at Antigua, an ifland without wood or water, whofc 
harbour is fmail, and incapable of receiving large (hips of war, and to the leeward of ail the 
enemy’s iflands, muft be extremely detrimental to his Majefty’s and the public fcrvicc, during 
a If ench war, muft give the enemy great advantage, and alone points out the needTuy of 
taking either Martinico or St. Lucia. 


« That 



o f r HM 0 % l 0 IH Of COMMERCSt 


229; 


A. 

2778 Tbat Gfcat Britain has at this junanrc a fufficicat force to cffeft an objefl: fo defircable, 
I fhall endeavour to prove ; for though the war we are unhappily engaged in wnth the rebelli- 
ous Americans, has not, as yet reduced them to obedience, yet it has given Great Britain a 
veterans fleet and a veteran arnjty, capable of undertaking any enterprise, either in America or 
the Weft Indies : and as the feafon for an army to a£t in America, is at a time when it would be 
improper to aft in the Weft Indies fo, jhe feafon to aft in the Weft Indies, is at a time when 
they jfhouid not aft in America, vIzn. from November to June : if, therefore, part of the army 
now in America, was detached in November or December, attended with twelve or fourteen 
ihips of the line, as many, frigates, and fome bomb velTcls, with orders to rendezvous at Bar- 
badoes, they, in all probability, would be enabled to put his Majefty’s commands into execu- 
tion at the moft proper and healthy ftafon ; more efpccially, as the enemy could not poffibly 
know what numl^cr of fhips 01 troops were feat on that enterprize, time enough to prevent its 
fucceeding. And as there is not a doubt bat his Majefty’s admiral cruizing ofFUfhant will 
detach a fufRcient number of his Chips from his fquadron to the Weft Indies, fhould a part of 
the Breft fleet cfcape his vigilance, and attempt to fuccour their Weft India iflands. 

Siiould this enterprize be undertaken, I muft humbly beg leave to reprefent, w’hcthcr it 
will not be proper to direft, what fort of capitulation the admiral and general ihould allow 
the inhabitants : for want of fuch iaftruftions and proper information, the French conquered 
iflands cfcaped a duty they fhould certainly have p.vd ; and his Majefty, at this hour, is de- 
prived of a confidcrable revenue juftly his due. 

When the ifland of Martinico offered to capitulate, I font for fevcral of the planters be- 
longing to the Britilh iflands, who th^n attended the fleet to be prefent at the flege, to dclirc 
their afiiftancc in penning an article that might make the French iflands pay more duty than 
« thofc of the Englifh : the article relative to the clayed fuga'r, was what they unanimoufly 
offered me ; and as all the fugar of Martinico was clayed, i concluded bis Majefty would re- 
ceive a confidcrable fum more than what the Englifh, iflands paid : but, fome time after, hear- 
ing that the Britlfli iflands paid 4I per cent, on the export of their commodities, I was ex- 
tremely difplcafed with the gentlemen belonging to the Britifli iflands for not acquainting me 
with their paying that duty, of which I was totally ignorant. Other admirals and generals 
may be the fame, uulcfs properly cautioned. 

If the inhabitants be allowed to keep their lands, upon capitulation, fhould any but thofe 
really upon the fpot have tliat indulgence; and thofe, only the lands then aftually cleared ? 
all other lands whatever to belong to the crown, as likewlfc one or two miles round the Ca- 
renage, in order to creft fortifications, a dock-yard, and to build a town, the quit-rears of 
which might bring in a confidcrable revenue ; as there cannot be a doubt but inhabitants 
would flock from all the other iflands, to inhabit a place of fuch fecurity. 

“ Should his Majefty retain this ifland, 1 humbly fubmit, whether, when the lands are fold^ 
it will not be of great advantage towards peopling the ifland, to have a conliderablc quantity 
of land in each parifh allotted to ten-acre men, under the ptuialty of forfeiting it to the crown, 
fhould it ever be converted to any other ufe than provifion ground. This will always keep a 
conliderablc number of white men on the ifland, and is tiie rcaloii why Baibadoes has more 
inliabitants than all the other iflands/^ 

In the latter part of this year, the merchants, owners of fhips, and exchange infurers of 
the towns of Ainfterdam, Rotterdam, and Doidiccht, prefented three memorials to the States- 

3 Gcnei‘al 
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1778 General of the United Provinces, relating to the feizure of their ftiips, &:c. by thofc of Great 
Britain : of thefe memorials we give the fubflaiicc, as follows : — 

“ That, v^ry lately, a coiifideiable number of fliips belonging to the inhabitants of th'efc 
jlates, and bound for France, have been flopped at fea, either by the fhips of ihctoyal marine 
of England, or by coinmiirioned fliips of the fame , nation, and afterwards carried into the 
ports of Great Britain, .where they continue to he detained, notwithftanding the bare infpec- 
tion of the confignments, and other papers found on boaVd the above Ihips, would fufhcicntly 
thew that they were not laden with any fort of merchandize under the denomination of con- 
traband goods, fpecified by the third article of the marine treaty, concluded in the month of 
December, 1674, between the court of Great Britain and tiiis republic. 

“ That this con'du^t of the Britifli nation, (the flagrant injuftice of which might be very 
cafliy proved by an appeal to the law of nations, if h be not already evident, as well by the 
aforefaid treaty, as by the explanatory convention of 1675) will infallibly accelerate the entire 
ruin of the commerce and navigation of the United Provinces, if not timely and elTicacioufly 
prevented. * ^ 

Notwithftandlng the many arguments that might be urged, your memorialifts will, not 
trouble your High Mightinefles with all the rcalbns they have to allege in proof that the de- 
flruftion of our commerce and navigation muft follow, as the unavoidable confcquencc of the 
unjufl proceedings of the Englilh, ojir neighbours, of which there is no occaflon of any fur- 
ther proof, it having already been fully reprefented to your High Mightinefles. 

Your memorialifts, therefore, only allunie the liberty of obferving, in very few words, 
that by the feizure of tliair fliips, although they may afterwards be releafed, even with indem- 
nity, the ncceflary delays in fuch cafes are yet highly prejudicial, and totally ruinous to the 
merchants of thefe provinces. 

“ That, during the detention of the merchandize, the commodities arc expofed to the in- 
jury of the fall of markets ; and the merchants arc, befidcs, in that interval, deprived of the 
opportunity of furnifliing themfclves, in return, with fuch goods as they intended, when the 
firfl: cargoes arrived at their deflined j>orts. 

‘‘ In fhort, the Dutch fhips employed for the tranfportation of merchandize to France, and 
clfewherc, being detained, will, witlrout doubt, (the refult of fuch proceedings out of tlic 
queflion) occafion fewer numbers to be hired in fuch fervice for the future. 

That this feizure and detention are not only in themfelves fufficient entirely to ruin our 
commerce and navigation, but that this ruin will be more rapidly brought on, w^henever it 
fhall pleafe the Englifli nation to make a fccond ftridc of injuftice, and having feized the fliips 
bound for our PTcnch merchants, or from France to this ftate, they have only to declare them 
legal prizes. 

That this profpeft is Hill more deplorable, when your memorialifts rcfled on the regula- 
tion given by his Chriftiaii Majcfty, on the 26th of July laft, concerning the navigation of 
neutral fliips ; bccaufe, although that monarch therein forbids the ftoppage and feizure of 
neutral fhips, bound to or from an enemy’s port, he ncvcrthelefs referves to himfeif a right of 
revoking that edi£l, in cafe any foreign power fliould not agree to the fame regulation refpeft- 
' ing neutral fhips. *Frani hence it neccflartly refults, that, if the Englilh continue to detain 
and fcizc our fliips coming from France, or going thereto, we may exped the fame treatment 
from the French, with regard to our fhips coming from, or going to Great Britain j and, by 

tliefc 
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1778 thcfc means, and to the total niin of thefe ftates, they will be deprived of the benefits of com- 
merce and navigation with both countries/^ 

The rcmoftrancc made to the court of Great Britain by the Statcs-Gencral, in confequcnce 
of thcfc memorials, was anfwered by Sir Jofeph Yorke; who, in a mild, but fpirited man- 
ner, declared, that the interruption given to the commerce of Holland was never cxcrcifed 
but when the fubjefls of that republic we^c carrying warlike and naval ftores to the enemies of 
Great Britain^ 

It would be inexcufablc in the hiftorian of any part of the prefent period, to pafs by unno- 
ticed the event of Lord Chatham’s death, which happened on the nth of May, in this year ; 
and it would ill become us not to offer our tribute of fincere veneration for his illuftrious cha- 
rafter, as it was during his glorious adminiftration that commerce was firft made to flourifh 
in the midft of war. 

The produce of the coach revenue for 1778, amounted to 117,000!. which proves that 
23,000 coaches then paid duty. 

It appears, that during the courfe of this year, 4,425 ftiips cleared from Newcaftle ; of 
which 4,140 were coafters, and 285 deftined for foreign ports. 

The following is an authentic account of the number of fhips which have been employed 
from England in the whalc-filliery, at Davis’s Straits and the Greenland fcas, from* the year 
1755, to 1778 inclulive. t 


I'ears. 

Shi} 

Tears^ 

Ship: 

» 75 S 

— 66 

1767 

— 39 

1756 

- 67 

1768 

— 41 

*757 

- 55 

1769 

~ 44 

1758 

“ Sa 

*770 

— 50 

*759 

— 34 

1771 

— 50 

1760 

— 40 

1772 

- 48 

1761 

— 3 * 

*773 

— 55 

1762 

— 2a 

*774 

- 6s 

1763 

~ 30 

*775 

— 96 

1764 

— ‘ V- 

1776 

— 91 

*765 

— 33 

1777 

- 77 

1766 

— 35 

*778 

-- 71 


*4^ A bounty of 30s. phv ton was given for the two laft years. 


The following is alfo a correft ftateraent of the number of Ihips employed by Holland ii> 
the whalc-fi/liery, from the year 1770, to 1778 inclufivc. 


Tears. 

Ships. 

Tears. 

Ships. 

1770 

— *50 

*775 - 

129 

* 77 * 

— 150 

1776 - 

123 

1772 

— * 3 * 

*777 - 

116 

*773 

— *34 

1778 - 

III 

*774 

— 130 

— 

~~ iji 74 In all. 

By which it appears. 

, upon a comparative view of thefe laft nine years, 

that the number of 

ihips ettiployed by the Hollanders in tins important branch of commerce, exceeded that of the 
Englifh nearly in the proportion, as two is. to one. 


The 
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J778 The folIo«(ring Att anthehtiG AxtraAs from the Com Regifter, coAUihiilg art account of all 

corn and grain export^ from, and imported into England and Scotland, for eight years, via. 
from 1771, to 1778. 

EXPORTED. IMPORTED. 


^ ^771- 

Brittjh 

Foreign 

1771. 

^uaricri 

EKGCaAKO* 

Sirs. 

4 

Enolano. 


Wheat and Flour, 

30,089 


Wheat and Flour, 

2 j 509 

Barley and Malt, « 

31,166 


Rye, — 

2,179 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

23,364 


B?irley and 'Malt, 

228 

Beans, — - 

*3.345 


Oats and Oatmeal, 

198,072 

Peas, ~ 

3.70* 


Beans, ~ 

67 




Pcas, — - 

64 




Indian corn, 

- 3 

Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Barley and Malt, 

203 


Wheat and Flour, 

2 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

11,869 

— 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

*4.255 

Beans, — 

3 

— 



Peas, " 

3 

— 



Barley and Bear, 

2,829 

r 



Bear and Meal, 

t8 




The bounties and drawbacks on corn exported from England, amounted to 6,170!* p* 6cL 

There were no bounties paid on grain exported from Scotland this year* — The duties on com 

imported into England, amounted to 

13,170!. as. 

id. ; and in Scotland, to 547 1. 

8 s. lid* 

[When foreign grain is im 

ported, and not fold, it is, 

by of Parliament, fu^cred to be warchoufed^ 

without paying duty 5 and if 

exported again, it is here arranged under the title of Foreign 

!, to dhUilguUh 

it from 





EXPORTED. 


IMPORTED. 

1772. 

Brltijh 

Foreign 

1772. 

^larters. 

Enolano. 

^s. 

^ri 

England. 


Wheat and Flour, 

6.959 

— 

Wheat and Flour, 

23,134 

Barley and Malt, 

*3.789 

— 

Kyc, - 

4.799 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

23.5** 

— 

Barley and Malt, 

2,107 

Beans, — 

*3.32* 



Oats and Oatmeal, 

70,542 

Peas, — 

3.77S 


Beans, ~ 

4'>9 




Peas, — - 

*7- 




Indian corn, 

— 3 




Buck Wheat, 

— I 

ScOTI/AND. 



ScOTLANDa 


Oats and Qatmeal, 

87 


Wheat and Flour, 

2,340 

Barley and Bear, 

242 


Barley and Malt, 

961 




Oats and Oatmeal, 

36.277 




Peas, — 

4 




Buck Wlidat, 

I 


There were no bounties, &c. paidfor corn exported cither froth Englander Scotland 
this year. — The duties received on grain imported into England, amounted to 2 , 393 V 


and in Scotland, to 1,372!. 14s. iid. 
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1778 EXPORTED. 


IMPORTED. 

• 1773- 

BrittJ}} 

Foreign 

1773- 

garters. 

England. 

^rs. 

^rs.' 

England. 


Wheat and Flour, 

7.637 

— — ^ 

Wheat and Flour, 

50.312 

Barley and Malt, 

2.44S 


Rye, 

9.253 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

18,671 

* 

Barley and Malt, 

51,221 

Beans, — 

*0.733 


Oats and Oatmeal, 

234.366 

Peas, — 

Scotland. 

4,430 


Beans, — 

Peas, ~ 

Indian Corn, 

Buck Wheat, 

Scotland. 

49,858 

3.2S4 

6,322 

53 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

106 


Wheat and Flour, 

6.545 

Beans, — 

ig 


Rye, 

2 

Barley and Bear, 

30 

• 

Oats and Oatmeal, 
Beans, — 

Peas, — 

Earley and Bear, 

95,088 

4,002 

4,002 

12,695 

^ There were no bounties or drawbacks paid on 

the exportation, nor any duties icceived 

on the importation of grain 

, in this 

year, for either England or Scotland. 


EXPORTED, 


IMPORTED. 

j774‘ 


Foreign 

1774* 

>^4art€rs, 

Engla.vd* 



England. 


Wheat and Flour, 

J5.*7J 

757 

Wheat and Flour, 

269,235 

Rye, — 

1.434 

826 

Rye, — 

41,427 

Barley and Malt, 

2,416 



Barley and Malt, 

155.148 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

16,286 

25 

Gats and Oatmeal, 

312,908 

Beans, — 

9.443 

797 

Beans, — 

16,401 

Peas, — 

3.2 n 

107 

Peas, — 

2,780 

Indian Corn, 

Buck Wheat, 

Scotland. 

— 

I3880 

50 

Indian Corn, 

Scotland. 

5.945 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

122 

— 

Wheat and Flour, 

19,914 

Beans, ~ 

9 

— 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

86,591 

Barley and Bear, 

495 

• 

Beans, — 

Peas, — 

Barley and Bear, 

Buck Wheat, 

2.505 

2,705 

16,360 

4 


The amount of the bounties and drawbacks paid, in this year, upon the exportation of grain 
from England, was 5,961!. 12s. ; and upon that from Scotland, to 61I. ns. lod. 

The duties received upon grain imported into England, amounted to 12,379!. 4s. 3d. : and 
upon that imported into Scotland, to 1,3361. iis. 8d. 
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IMPORTED. 

1775 - 

Brhijh 

Foreign 

* 775 - 

^eailcn, 


England. 

^s. 

^rs. 

England. 



Wheat and Flour, 

28,348 

62,649 

Wheat and Flour, 

S 44 /Ht 


Rye, — 

2.471 

25 * 

Rye, — 

3 .VS 74 


Barley and Malt, 

4 S >454 

5>940 

Barley and l\lalr, 

126,332 


Oats and Oatmeal, 

22,593 

3>773 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

283,827 


Beans, — 

J 4 ,o 7 S 

343 

Beans, 

29,862 


Peas, — 

4,717 

212 

Peas, — 

11,275 


Indian Corn, 

— 

4^323 

Indian Corn, 

9,638 


Scotland. 



Scotland. 



Wheat and Flour, 

40 

— 

‘ Wheat and Flour, 

i 6>347 


Barley and Malt, 

20 

— 

Barley and Malt, 

13.119 


Oats and Oatmeal, 

119 

— 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

101,115 


Beans, — 

2 

— 

Beans, — 

1-657 





Peas, — 

1,658 


The bounties paid, In this year, upon grain exported from England, amounted to the fum 
t)f 7,8421. 10s. iid. : and the total of the drawbacks was 1,798!. i6s. 8d. 

There were no bounties nor drawbacks paid, in this year, upon the grain exported from 
Scotland. 

The amount of the duties received, in 1775, upon the grain imported into England, was 
18,4421. i8s. 2d, : and is. 5d. was the amount of the duty received upon that imported 

nto Scotland. 

EXPORTED. IMPORTED. 


1776. 

£t it i/jb 

Foret" ft 

0 

1776. 

^ lurter .' 

England. 


‘"s.. 

England. 


Wheat and Flour, 

174,940 

32,467 

Wheat and Flour, 

20,148 

►.4 

0 

1 

10,369 

630 

Rye, — 

3-415 

Barley and Malt, 

129,104 

2,160 

Barley and ivlalt. 

8,0: 0 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

21,936 

8,636 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

373,707 

Beans, — 

33-338 

7,006 

Beans, — 

J 9 ? ^'5 5 

Peas, — 

6,562 

8,043 

Peas, — 

39,7*76 

Indian Corn, 



1^957 



Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Wheat and Flour, 

3»247 

— 

Wiicatand Flour, 

43 -' 

Barley and Malt, 

422 

— 

Barley and Mait, 

479 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

4,365 

— 

Oats and Oatmeal, 


Beans, 

543 

— 

Peas — 

1;: 

Peas, — - 

543 

— 



Barley and Bear, 

4,428 

— 




The amount of the bounties paid, in 1776, on the grain exported from England, was 
50,925]. 7s. 2d. ; and the drawbacks were 786!. 8s. The bounties paid upon the cxportatioiA 
cf grain from Scotland, amounted to 1,322!. 13s. 9d. 

The whole amount of the duties received on the grain imported into England, in the courfc 
of this year, was 3,658!. 5s. 5d. i and on that to Scotland, was 30I. 12s. 7d. 

2 EXPORTED> 



Tf, 

1778 


0 F 

THE 0 R I 

GIN OF 

COMMERCE. 


EXPORTED. 


IMPORTED. 

1777 * 

Bt itl/ 7 } 

pQfclgn 

» 777 ‘ 

EPjayters, 

England. 

Wheat and Flour, 

^s. 

79,120 

^rs. 

5 . 9 f 4 

E N C; L A K D . 

Wheat and Flour, 

233,069 

Rye, - 

719 

» 227 

Rye, — 

1 0,454 

Barley and Malt, 

» 32 , 5»3 

479 

Barky and Malt, 

7,981 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

16,874 

12,507 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

366.155 

Beans, — 

22,449 

7.492 

Beans, — 

35.127 

Peas, — 

6,629 

6,742 

Peas, — 

28,702 

Indian Corn, 

— 

8 

Buck Wheat, 

10 

Scotland. 
Wheat and Flour, 

2,652 


Scotland. 
^Vheat and Flour, 

2 54, 

Barley and Malt, 

3 ' 4 s 

— 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

29^ 

Oats and Oatmeal, 7»^33 

Beans, — 422 

I’cas, — 422 ~ — 

Barley and Bear, 6^088 ■ — 

Tlie bounties paid, in 1777,011 the grain cxporftrd from England, amounted to 4 


7cL ; and the anioinit 

of the drawbacks, for the 

fame year, was ro2l. is. lod. 

, and thi 

amount of the bounties 
The duties received, 

upon that exported from Scotland, was 2,426!. 15s. tod. 

in this year, upon grain imported into England, 8,835!. 13s. qd. 

and upon that imported into Scotland, 
EXPORTED. 

177^’* Byiti/h 

14s. od. 

For r'[[ n 

IMPORTED. 

1778. 

Engl AM,). 

W'hcat and Idour, 

124,698 


Engl ANJ?. 

\\ heat and Flour, 

106,394 

Rye, — 

1 ,689 

n 

Rye, _ 

9.327 

Barley and Malt, 

100,820 ' 

1.391 

Barley and Malt, 

42 . 5>4 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

20,810 

b ,04 3 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

199,680 

Ilcans, — 

17.787 

3,962 

Beans, — 

30.165 

Peas, — 

9.399 

6,221 

Peas, — 

27,768 

Scotland. 
Wheat and Flour, 

3.295 

— 1, 

Scotland. 
Barley and Malt, 

200 

Barley and Malt, 
Oats and Oatmeal, 
Beans, 

Peas, — 

Barley and Bear, 
The bounties paid, 

924 Oats and Oatmeal, ij4go 

27,690 

653 

^>53 — 

795 

in this year, upon the grain exported from England, amounted to 


40,ioiL i6s. 3d. : and 224L 8s. 6d. was liie amount of the virawbacks, during the fame period: 
and the amount of the bounties upon that exported from Scotland, was 3,704!. i is. 6d. 

The whole oftlic duties received, in 1778, upon the importation of grain to England, was 
4,890!. 5s. 7J. i and upon that imported into Scotland, 14!, 3s. 9d, 

VT - 


The 
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A. D. 

1778 The following is an account of the average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the 
ftandard Wincheflct bulhel, for eight years> from the cornmcnccmcnt of the com regifler a£t 
in the year 1770, 




Rye* 

Barley. 

Oats* 

, Beans* 


s. 

d. 

i. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s* 

d. 

s. d* 

1771 

5 

lO-i- 

4 

* 1' 

3» 

. 3 

2 »- 

2 

1 

3 

H 


6 

4 

4 

7 

3 

2 

2 

oj- 

3 

9 

1773 

6 

41 

4 

2 

3 

6i- 

2 

It 

4 


1774 

6 

7 

4 

Si 

3 

6-1 

2 

2 | 

3 

^ 77 S 

6 

oi 

4 


3 

3 

2 

o| 

3 

7 

1776 

4 

9t 

3 

4i-. 

2 


1 

loi- 

3 

3t 

*777 

5 

8t 

3 

6 

2 

6| 

I 

jjt 

3 

6|. 

1778 

S 

3 

3 

6^ 

2 

10 

I 

io|. 

3 

5i- 

Average of the eight years, 

5 

lO'x 

'3 

III- 

3 

I 

2 

oj- 

3 8 


The prices of the fined and coarfcft forts of grain generally exceed and reduce the average 
price as follows, viz. ^ 

Per bufhel, Wheat, 6d. Rye, 3d, Barley, 3d. Oats, 3d, Beans, 6d. 

The quantity of gold coin brought into the mint from Great Britain and Ireland, by the 
proclamations in 1773, 1774, and 1776, was as follows: 

s. d. 

By the firft proclamation, 3»8o6,435 7 2 deficient more than 6 grains in a guinea. 

By the fccond ditto, 4,876,171 18 3 deficient between 3 and 4 grains. 

By tlic third ditt j, 6,880. 986 5 3 deficient between i and 3 grains. 

Total of gold coin called in, I5>s63,593 10 8 

The cxpcnce attending the calling in, re-coinage, &c. of which was, viz.— 

& 

Expence to the Bank for melting, — — 16,786 

Deficiency in melting, — — — 3^7>3H 

intcreft of money advanced to the holders of gold coin, — 231,982 

To the matter of tlic mint, for the charge of recoining, &c. 115,459 

To certain perfons appointed in feverai counties to take in and cx- 

exchange the gold coin, and for other charges and cxpcaccs, 72^476 

Total cxpcnce of calling in the light gold coin, 7S4?oi9 

N* B, The lofs from the deficiency in the coin brought in by the firft proclarhatioa, 
(amounting nearly to 300,000!.) was thrown on the holders of the coin, and therefore could 
not be included in this account. 

In the courfe of this year, a trial of the pyx of all the monies coined in tlic Tower fince 
Midi mmer 1774, was made at Wcftmlnfter, before the lords of the privy council ; when the 
gold monies, amounting to above fixteen millions of pounds fterling, were reported to be per- 
fectly agreeable in firmnefs to the ftandard trial plates kept in the Exchequer for that fcrvicc.— 

It 


i. 

14 6 

6 II 

17 7 
12 9 

8 o 

19 9 
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778 It appeared alfo, that twenty millions and an half of guineas and half-guineas had been coined 
in his Majefty^s mintfince the beginning of 1772* 

Xbc following bills relating to trade and commerce^ received the royal aflent in the courfo 
of this year* 

To allow the exportation of a certain quantity of corn, peas and bifeuit, to Newfoundland, 
for a limited time. , 

For the benefit of captors of prizes from the enemy. 

To enable his Majdfty to appoint commiffioners, with fufficiciit powers, to treat and agree 
upon the- means of quieting the difturbances now fublifting in certain of the Amcricaa 
colonies. 

To declare the intentions of the Parliament of Great Britain, concerning the exercife of 
jnipoling taxes of the American colonics. 

To repeal an aft, that impofed a duty on tea imported from Great Britain into any of the- 
American colonies. 

To repeal an aft for regulating the government of Maflachufet’s Bay. 

For the more effeftually preventing the forgery of acceptances of bills of exchange, or nutn* 
her of principal Aims of acceptable receipts, for notes, bills, kc. 

[This aft declares, “ that if any perfon lhail falfely make, alter, forge, or counterfeit, or 
caufe or procure to be falfely made, altered, forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aft or afnft 
in the falfc making, altering, forging, or counterfeiting any acceptance of any bill of ex- 
change, or the number or principal Aim of any accountable receipt for any note, bill, or other 
fecurity for payment of money, or any warrant or order for payment of money or delivery of 
goods, with intention to defraud any corporation whatfoever j or fliall utter or publifli as true, 
any falfe, altered, forged, or counterfeited acceptances of any bill of exchange, or accountable 
receipt for any note, bill, or other fecurity for payment of money, or warrant or order for 
payment of money or delivery of goods, with intention to defraud any corporation wliatfo- 
foever, knowing the fame to be falfc, altered, forged, or counterfeited; every fuch peifon, 
being lawfully convifted thereof, fhall be deemed guilty of felony, and lhali fuffer death as a 
felon without benefit of clergy.’*] 

For enlarging the pier and harbour of Scarborough : and alfo fcveral navigable bills. 

For laying a tax on all Inhabited houfes, &c. 

For laying additional duties on French and other wines imported into tlii*' kingdom. 

To repeal fuch part of an aft, as relates to the manner of difeharging bonds given on the 
exportation of goods to foreign parts. - 

To prevent the clandcftinc conveyance of fugars from the American colonies. 

For the relief of infolvent debtors. 

For allowing the exportation of certain enumerated goods direftly from Ireland, to any of 
the Britilh plantations in America, or any of the Britilh icttlcmcnts on the coaft of Africa. 

To allow the free importation of cotton yarn, manufaftured in Ireland, into any of the 
Britifli ports. 

For regulating lottery offices, &c. 

The principal claufes in this bill, arc as follows : 

“ To oblige every lottery-office keeper to take out a licence, at the expence of 50I. and give 
fecurity not to infringe any part of the aft. 


That 
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A • 1'^. 

1778 Tliat no perfon (hall difpofc pan of a ticket in any fmallcr ilurc or proportion 

tha4te>^ ratc<;ntli, on 5cd. penalty^ 4 ^ . 

'I'hat any perfon felling goods, wares, or other mercliandiTic, or who lhall oHor any fiiin 
or funis of nioneVf vip6n any chance or event whatfoever, relating to the drawing of any ticket, 
fliall be liable to ;i penalty of 20I. 

‘‘ To enable the comm iffioners of his Majeil^’s Treafury to cftablilh an office; — all lharcs 
to be ilampc ! at tliat office ; — the original jtickeu Ironi which fuch fharcs are to be taken, to be 
kept 'it that otlicc, till a certain time after drawing ; — books ot entry to be icgulariy kept; — 
perfons carrying fhares to be ftamped to pay a fmall fum fpecified in the a6t ; — pen.;! lies for per- 
Ions felling ffiarof^' not (lamped ; and a clgufc for puuiihing perfons who lhall forge the ftamp 
of any ticket,” , . * . • 

The following afts 01 Parliament of Ireland alfo* received the royal affciit in the courfc of 
.tins year. 

For continuing an aft for the further encouragement of tillage. 

For the further encouragement of the whale fifhery carried on from Ireland* 

For the relief of inlolvcnt debtors. 


For preventing tlie cutting or deftroyingof plain, flalnecl, or printed linens, cottons, lawns, 
or niullins, or other manufaftured goods. 

For regulating the price and affizc of bread, preventing frauds and impofitions in the falc of 
flour, meal, beer, ale, potatoes, butcher’s meat, and other articles fold by weight or mcafurc 
in the county of Dublin, 

To amcYid and continue an aft for better regulating the baking trade in the city of Dublin, 
and for other purpofes. 

To explain and amend the afts made for the encouragement of thcfdheries of that kingdom, 

I'or encouraging tb.e planting of timber trees. 

To oblige lliips more cffcftually to perform quarantine, and for better preventing the plague, 
being broiiglit from foreign parts into Ireland, and to hinder the fpreading of infeftion, &c. 


.Supplies granted by Pailiamcnt for this year . — 

For 60,000 feamcji, including 11,829 marines, — 

For the ordinary of the navy, including half-pay, See* — 

Towards building and repairing fhips of war, — 

Towards difeharging the navy debt, — — 

On account of Greenwich Hofpital, — — 

For 20^057 cfTcftivc land-forces, See. — — 

For the pay of the general and ilair-officcrs, ^cc. — — 

For maintaining forces and garrifons in the plantations, Afiica, he. 
For tlie difference of pay between the Hritilh and Iiifh eflabliflnnents, 
For five Hanoverian battalions ferving at Gibr.ilrar and Minorca, 

For the charge of 13,472 HelTian troops and fubfidy, — 

For ditto of two regiments of foot of Hanau, — — . 

Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, — — 

For the charge of 4,300 Brunfwickers, — — 

For ditto of 1,241 troops of Brandenburg Anfpach, — 

For provifions lor the foreign troops ferving in America, — 


£. s. d. 
3,120,000 o o 
389,200 16 o 
488,695 o o 
1,000,000 o o 
4,000 o o 
3 I ' 

11,473 18 6: 

960,843 18 9 

52,923 1 6 

56,074 19 4;- 

367,203 9 10 

35,441 19 9.;- 
i7>37o 8 2 ’ 

93-947 >5 8 
34,007 2 1 1 
47,160 13 3 


Carried forward 


7-3I2>s 83 7 9i- 
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Erouglit over. 

For making good the fuin voted laft feffion for the Hanau troops. 

For artillery for the foicign troops, - — — 

Fi>r the cliarge of fcveral augmentations of the Britifh forces, from 
their fcvcval commcrKomenis to ll\c 24tk of December, ~ 

For tlie charge oi certain army augmentations, See. — 

For ditto, — — — — 

For ditto of a corps of infantry of Anhalt Zerbll;, See. 

For defraying the cluirgcofthc militia, embodied from March 26, 1778, 
to the ?4ih of Dccenibcr following, — — — 

For additional cloaihing toi ditto,’ — — . ^ 

For tlirec regiments of feTiciblcs.lo be raifed in North Britain, from 
April 25, 177B, to tile 24th of December following, — 

For the charge of out*pcnfioners of Chiclfca Hofpital, &c, — 

On account of the reduced olTiccrs of his Majeily's land forces^ See. 

For allowances to fcveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfe-guards, 6cc* — — 

For penfions to the widows of ccitain reduced officers, — 

T^W'ards defraying the extraordinarics of the army, — 

For the charge of the olhcc of ordnance for the land fcrvicc, &:c. 

I'or fcrviccs performed by ditto for diito, not provided for in 1777, 

On account of new roads and lir'-dgcs in the Highland? of North Britain, 
For the civil eftabJifhment of the iiland of St. Jolin, — 

F)itto of Georgia, — — — — 

Ditto of Nova Scotia, ~ — — 

Ditto of Raft Florida, — — — 

Ditto of W eft Florida, — — — 

Ditto of Senegamhia, — — — 

On account of general fui veys in North America, — 

For defraying the extra cxpenccs of calling in and rccoirnng \lic dcil- 
cient coin of t)ie kingdom, — — — 

"Fo Mr, E.dward Moore, for tliirtecn years u,mpioyntcnr in compiling a 
gcncial index to the journals of the Houfe of Commons, — 

To the Rev. Mr. Foidlcr for eight years ditto, — 

To the Rev. Dr, Roger Flaxman for nine years ditto, — 

To Mr. Cunningham, in part of his payment for compiling a general 
index, 5 cc. — — ~ — — — 

To make good the deficiency on the 5th of July, 177 7^ of the fund 
cftabliflicd for paying certain annuities, &cc. — — 

To make good to his Majefty the like fum ifTued bv his Ma;cfiy ’3 
orders, in piufuance of the add re lies of the Houfe of Commons, 

For the relief of certain American civil officers, Ac. — 

To Mr. 'Duncan Campbell, for employing convi^is on the I'liamcs, 

For repairing, &c, Britiih forts and fettiements on the coaft of Africa, 

Carried over, jc 
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Brought over, 

Towards difcbarging certain Exchequer bilh, — 

For ditto, to be charged on the fird aids granted in this year, 

For difeharging the prizes of the lottery of 1777, — 

To replace to the finking fund the like fum paid out of the fame, 
Deficiency in die land-tax, — — — 

Ditto in the malt-tax, ~ — — 

Total Supplies, 

The Ways and Mxans for railing the foregoing fupplics. 
Duty on malt, ~ ~ — 

Land tax at 4s. — — 

By annuities and lottery, _ ~ — 

By Exchequer bills, — ~ ' •— 

By certain furplufles of the finking fund, — — - 

By ditto, — — — — 

By ditto, ^ “ 

By certain deduflions out of falariis, penfions, See. — 

From the furplus of the two-fevenths ofexcife, — 

Certain favings in the hands of the Paymafter-general, — 

Ditto, — . — — 

By Exchequer Bills, — ^ — — 

Total of Ways and Means, — 

Supplies granted, — 

Excefs of provifions, 


£* X. 

10,877,004 16 2 l 

1.500.000 O O 

1.000. 000 o o 

480.000 o o 

38^493 2 7 t 

252.000 O O 

200.000 O O 

* 4 > 347»497 9 t 

£. X, ^4 

750.000 o e 

2.000. 000 o o 

6.480.000 o o 

1.500.000 o o 
703,790 18 3.: 

2,296,209 I 
4.976 17 li 
46,825 o o 

17 ^ 

37,921 3 10 

27,690 o o 

500.000 o o 

14.378,567 18 7 :’ 

14,347,497 18 9J- 

31,069 19 10 


^ The vote of credit for one million, granted this feflioii, and the 500,000!. loan of the 
fourth of May, arc both charged on the next aids. 

It appears from the above accounts, that the additional public debt 
funded this year, amounts to fix millions ; the intcrell of which, at 

3 per cent, per annum, is — — — 180,000 o o 

Together with the additional annuity of 2I. los. per cent, per annum, 
for thirty years, which amounts to — — 150,000 o o 

Total amount, 330,000 o o 

Thi« fum was raifed in the following manner : — 

By a tax on houfes, — — — 264,000 o c 

By an additional tax of eight guineas per tun on all French wines, and 
four guineas per tun on ail other wines imported, — 7^>55^ ^ ^ 

Total of new taxes, 336,558 o o 

Intereft of the additional public debt funded this year, 330,000 o o 

Excefs of new taxes, — ~ ^^S58 o o 
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A. n, 

1778 The number of chriftenings and burials from December 16, i777» to December 15, 1778# 
within the London bills of mortality, is as follows • 

Christi^ked. Buri^eo, 


Males, 

8,793. 

Males, 

10,235 

Females, 

8,507 

Females, 

10,164 

In all, 

17,300 

In all. 

20,399 


In the city of Paris, during this year, there were born 11,445 males, and 10,821 females; 
in all, 22,266. — Died, 9,101 males, and 8,011 females ; in all, 17,112: and 6,705 children 
were brought to the foundling hofpjtal. * 

A treatife was about this time publilhed in France, in which a calculation is made of the 
population of the moft remarkable cities in the world, Wc arc very fenfible of tlic great diffi- 
culty, if hot impoffibility of being accuratcin accounts of this nature, as well as the partiality 
of a French calculator ; ncverthelcfs, as this fecins to be the refult of an induftridus enquiry, 
we ffiall not hefitate to iufert it. 


Paris, — 

about 823,276 

increafing. 

Madrid, — 

— p 340,000 

ditto. 

London, — 

— 930,000 

decreafing. 

Amllerdam> •— 

350,000 

incrcafing. 

Lifbon, — 

200,000 

ditto. 

Conftantinople, — 

1 

8 

dccreafing. 

Venice, •— 

160,000 

ditto. 

Dantzic, — 

240,000 

ditto. 

Peterfburg, — 

200,000 

incrcafing. 

Copenhagen, — 

100,000 

ditto. 

Stockholm, — 

95^000 

ditto. 

Naples, 

230,000 

decrcaling. 

Pekin, in China, 

900,000 

ditto. 

Rome, — 

200,000 

ditto. 

Mofeow, * — 

400,000 

ditto. 


^1779 ^ commencement of this year did not poflefs an appearance aufpicious to the mterefts of 

the Britifli empire, I'hc comraiffioners were returned from America, without having an- 
fwered any purjwfe of national honour or utility. In fliort, the whole fyftcm of public affairs 
was now entirely different fron^what it had been to the prefent criiis, and the difpurcs between 
Great Britain and her colonies were changed into a war between this kingdom and France. — 
The queftion therefore was, at this time, whether wc fhould paffively fubmit to the perfidious 
didates of that ambitious power, and fuffer it, without rcfiftancc, to wrcil, as k were, our 
property out of our hands, or endeavour, by calling forth every national rcfourcc, and em- 
ploying every energy of the empire, to force the rebellious colonies to obedience, and make the 
enemy who bad fomented, and now fupported that rebellion, fed all the fevdity of Britilh 
vengeance, 

France and America having engaged in one common war with Great Britain, the profecu- 
ttoii of war with the one, neccffarily included hollilities with the other. To ad without 
vigour in America, from the hopes of producing reconciliation, would have been weaknefs in 
VoL. IV. H h the 
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1779 the extreme; and ta have aflented to her independence, in order to dire£l the whole force of 
the Britifli cnipire to the puniflimcnt of France, (which* was a raeafure recommended by fome 
leading perfons of lhe.party who oppofed the miniftry) would have found no encouragcnicut 
fiom the general opinion of the nation. — Nay, it was in oppofition to fuch an opinion, deli* 
vered by the Duke of Richmond in the Houfc of Lords, that Lord Chatham uttered his laft 
words,— pouring forth, even amidft pain and dSatli, the laft cfFuiions of that brilliant and 
energetic foul, whofe unbounded pouTrs were uniformly exerted in the fervicc of his country : 
thus clofing a glorious life, by a ftill more glorious exit. 

The war with France was, in truth, a matter of ncccflity : Parliament confidered it in that 
point of view, and cxprcfl&d its warmeft refoiutions to fupport the crown to the utmoft in the 
profccution of it ; while the nation in general man ifefted the moft fincerc determination to 
fecond the efforts of government. 

At this time, the iffue of the engagement between the Britifti and French fleets, on tlw? 
127th of July, in laft year, was become a rertewed matter of confidcration among all ranks and 
claffes of people. The difcuflion of this fubjeft not only animated private converfation, but 
became the principal topic of the different public prints ; till, at length, it was introduced into 
Parliament, and brought on the public accufation of Admiral Keppel, for mifeonduft, &c. by 
Sir Hugh Pallifcr, who had commanded the blue divifion of the fleet under him. In confe- 
qucnce of this charge, Admiral Keppel was brought to trial by a court-martial ; and, after a 
long inveftigation of every fpccies of evidence that could be produced, he was acquitted of all 
the charges that had been brought againft him, in the rnoft honourable manner. He was de* 
dared, in the moft explicit terms, to have afted the part of a judicious, brave, and experienced 
officer; and the accufatioh was condemned in terms of the utmoft feverity. 

'riiis engagement, it was contended, excepting the mere deftruftion of the enemy’s fhips, 
had produced ail the benefits which could have been derived from the moft complete viftory ; 
as, in confequence of it, the Britifli commerce was fully protefled, while that of France was 
greatly diftrefled ; and the Britifli fleet remained maftcr of the fca during the remainder of the 
campaign, while that of the enemy dared not venture out of port. — There were many, how- 
ever, who held a very different opinion 9f tlie general effefts of this firft naval conieft ; and 
who ftrenuoufly maintained, that one of thofe happy opportunities had been permitted to el’cape, 
which, when feized with promptitude and vigour, frequently decide, at one firm, compacted 
stroke, the fate of wars and empires. 

The unhappy confequcnces of the American war had, by this time, affefted Ireland in a 
very alarming manner. Her immediate lofles, indeed, confidered merely as a fpccific funi in 
point of calculation^ could certainly hold no comparifem with tliofe fuftaiacd by England ; 
yet the leffcr lofs was more fevercly felt by the poorer country, tlian the greater had hitherto 
been by that which fo much exceeded it in commercial capital. Other caufes, however, and 
, which proceeded dircftly from the American war, concurred in accumulating the diftreffes of 
Ireland; befides the ancient reftraints upon her commerce, an embargo had been continued 
from the year 1776 : thus her great ftaplc commodities of beef and butter were Ihut up and 
perifhing in their warchoufes, at the very time their great, — their only free, — and, confcqucntly, 
only valuable manufafture, that of linen, was greatly con trafted by the Amcrkan troubles. 

Although nothing could be more diftrcffing to the Irifli than this embargo, yet it was very 
far from anfwcring the purpofe for which it was impofed : for it neither appeared at that time, 
nor has it fince been proved, that the French armaments were Lid by, or even deferred, from ' 

the 
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1779 the want of Irlfh provifions ; and their Weft India iflands were fo far from being ruined on 
that account, that they were Well known to have been fupplied with many articles upon as 
good terms as our own. 

But this was not all; — The Irifh beheld, with grief and difmay, that the northern parts of 
Germany, and qthcr countries adjoining to the Baltic, were, with great avidity, preparing to 
grafp at tliat beneficial trade, which was*llipping out of their hands. They liad already begun 
the experiment, were fparing no induftry or cxpence in procuring proper fait for the purpofc, 
and proper perfons for inftrufting them in the art of curing and packing their beef, and had 
even fent feme confidcrablc quantities of it to the French market. Although thefe famplcs 
did not approach to any degree of competition with the Irifli beef, in point of goodnefs, nc- 
vcrthelcfs, the very attempt was a natural fubjeft of alarm. The vafl profits which the fup* 
ply would afford, from lowncTs of rents, and the chcapnefs of cattle in thofc countries, 
would occaCon great improvements botli in the articles of feeding and curing : and it U a com- 
mercial maxim as univerfally known as experimentally cflabiifhed, tliat a liranch of trade 
once loft, or even transferred, is rarely to be recovered. To render all thefe circutiulanccs of 
lofs and alarm the more mortifying, it was generally faid, and from the authority of liiofc 
who firft made the declaration, univerfally believed, that the fouice of tlicfe mifehiefs was 
neither more or lefs than a job, which owed its origin, or, at Icaft, its continuance, to mini- 
ficrial favour, and a partiality to particular contraft^. 

But other circumftances, bcfidcs the fliackles on her trade, combined to augment the diftrefs 
of this country The rent of lands in Ireland, wdthin the lafi: thirty years, had been very 
much encrcafcd : but though this rife in the rents muft have been generally fupported by the 
prices given in thofc markets which took off the produce of the lands, yet. ir appeared, too 
evidently, that competition, and a fpirit of fpeculation, had their foarc in the rife, and when 
they fell, a vm'^ general failure of credit accompanied them. 

Under thefe circumftances, numbers of tlie labouring and manufafturing part of the com- 
munity found themfclvcs without employment, and, confcquentJy, deftitute of the neceffaries 
of life. Though great and numerous afls of private charily, aided by the liberalities of puidic 
fubfeription, did, in feme lucafurc, alleviate this alarming calamity, and though 20,000 poor 
were continually fed, for a confidcrablc time, in the city of Dublin only, yet thefe efforts 
could produce only a partial remedy, and it was very evident, that employment alone could 
give certainty to that fubfiilcncc which their daily labour had hitherto provided for rlicm. 

It is alfo more than probable, that a portion of this ditlrefs might have arifen from tliat 
fludluation of commerce which happens frequently in the beft of times : hut be that as it may, 
the fituatlon of that kjngdom forced itfelf on the attention of many perfons of confidcratiun in 
this : fo important and prelling a fubjeft had therefore been, in fome degree, brouglu forward 
in the Houle of Commons previous to the rccefs during the Chriilinas holidays. On that 
occafion, the diftrefles of the Irifli people were difplayed in the ftroiigeft colours, and it liad 
been very powerfully urged, that it was abfolutcly nccclTary to the welfare of Great Britain, to 
afford a fpeedy and eflential relief to Ireland, which, it was allcrted, couid alone be done, to 
any effeft, by removing thofc impolitic reftridlions on their trade, which owed their rife 
merely to the narrow fpirit of monopoly, operating upon miftaken notions of all true com* 
mcrcial principles ; thefe reftriftions being, in reality, as contrary to the real intcrefts of this 
country, as they were hoftile to the profperity of the flfler kingdom. Notice was therefore 
given, that a bill would be propofed for granting commercial relief to Ireland. 

H h 2 Accordingly, 
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177^9 Accordingly, the firft propofitions held out in favour of that countryi although not fpecifi-. 
cally applied or moved for, went to the granting her a general exportation in all matters, ex- 
cept her woollens ; the eftablifhmcnt of a cotton manufaftory under that right, and a liberty 
of trading to and from America, the Weft Indies, and the coaft of Africa. But thde were 
oppofed, on the idea of their being too general and extenfive, as well as *too alarming to the 
manufafturers here, ati4 were, by degrees, narrdwed in fuch a manner, until the lupporters 
of them entered into a kind of comproinife^ to give up the general outline of relief, and to 
confine them felvcs to foiiic particular and fpccific proposition. It was accordingly moved, 
that the Houfe fhould, on a given day, rcfolvc itfcif into a committee, to take into conlidera*^ 
lion the afls of Parliament relating to the importation of fugars from the Weft Indies into 
Ireland. 

The declared obje£l of this motion tvas to repeal that claufe in the of navigation, by 
which all fliips laden with fugars were compelled to bring their cargoes dircftly to England, 
from whence the quantity nccellliry for the confumption of Ireland was afterwards to be re- 
exported to iu This queftion was fairly and coolly debated on both fides, without any ap- 
pearance of warmth, but fuch as natural I v arofe from the locality of reprefentation ; and was, 
at length, carried only by a majority of five votes. 

In the mean time, the clamour without doors, and the oppofition from the manufaAuring 
dillrlfts, was much Icfs violent than they had been in the preceding fcffion.w-CjJafgow and 
Manchefter, however had petitioned ; and the ininifter fuddcnly veering from the neutral ftate 
lie had hitherto kept in the bufinefs, the propofed relief was rejefted on the i8th of March, 
by a majority of one vote more than tliat which had advanced it to the firft ftagc.of parliamen- 
tary cxiftcncc. 

As the affairs of Ireland will compofc, in future, a very mterefting and important psy t of 
this work, we fhall prepare the way to a right underftanding of rherh, by bringing into one 
point of view the principal arguments that were urged at the different periods in which this 
bufinefs was agitated, whetlier in fupport of, or in oppofition to the propofed meafure. 

It was contended, that leaving all ideas of liberality, or even juftice out of the queftion, we 
were impelled, by a neceflary regard to our own prcfctit fecurity and future prefervation, to 
clicrifh and maintain the remaining parts of the empire, and to concentrate the whole botiy of 
the people in one common bond of uriion, which could be produced by no other means than 
by a general communication of interefts, and participatiort of benefits. — That the people of 
Ireland expefted, and had an undoubted right to demand relief That this was no time, 
after the heavy lofs of the colonies and of our American commerce; to hazard that of our 
lifter kingdom, whether by invafiori or reparation, one of whiclv wa^ already threatened, and 
the other by no means an objeft of idle apprehenfion, if the expefted relief was not afforded 
to in. But even fuppofing that the loyalty and patience of Ireland fliould be invincible, and 
that neither a conqueft or reparation fltould take place, though wc fhould continue to poflefs 
the foil of that kingdom, wc flJould iofe the inhabitants j who, as foon as a peace took place, 
if our oppreffion continued, would ernigratc in great numbers to America, and carry their 
arts, manufaftures, and induftry along with them. — It was aflerted that the American armies 
had been numeroufly recruited by the unlu^ppy emigrants from Ireland ; who, being driven 
from their country by want, were compelled by the fame neceflity to take up arms in a quarrel 
in which they had no intcreft, and to filed their blood in a conteft with their friends and 
brethren. 


The 
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i775f The Irifli tvere alfo Hated as the beft cuftomers ia many articles of Britilli merchandize and 
inannfafturcs ; that we long derived the advantages of wealth and power from them, which 
would be proportion ably increafed under a wife and liberal fyftem of government; and that 
every commercial benefit we gra^ited ta thern^ would return, with accumulated intereft, to 
' ourfclvcs. 

From the papers produced to juftify-thefe, and fimilar affcrtions, it appeared, that the ex- 
ports from England to Ireland, on an average of ten years, amounted to 2,057,000!. yearly ; 
and that the exports from Irelaiid to England, on a fimilar calculation, did not exceed 
per annum i confcqucntly, the balance in favour of England, during that period, 
exceeded 7,000,0001. fterling; exclufjvc of which were to be confidered the immenfe fums 
drawn from Ireland in rents to abfeiuees, penfions, the emoluments of places held by Eng- 
lilhmcn, cxpcnccs on apjjeals in JavV and equity, as well as thofe of bufinefiy and of pleafure. 

It alfo appeared, that the decreafe of exports from England to Ireland, during the laft two 
years, amounted, on an average,, to no kfs a fum than 716,000!. per annum ; from whence it 
was rcafonably foretold, how great the lofs would be to the revenue, as well as to the tradt*; 
and manufaftures of this country, if the diftrefles of Ireland were fuffered to accumulate.—' 
It was very naturally alked, whether fuch a country, with fuch benefits as w'e derived from it, 
was to be committed to any liazard, or to be rendered a conftituent part of our body politic, 
of our common flock of wealth, flrcngth, and defence ? and whether a kingdom Ihould be 
facrificcd to a fmgle town, to the monopoly of a particular diftrift, or to the ill-judged cla- 
mours jnd idle prejudices of any body of manufacturers whatever? — The experience of delay 
in fatisfying America was ftroagly urged, and the good fruit of an early gratlucalion of the 
W'ifhcs of Ireland forcibly Haled and recommended. 

On the other hand, the diftrefles of Ireland were faid lo be greatly overcharged : l)ut that, 
even if tile melancholy defeription were ftriftly true, the grievances complained of were not to 
be attributed fo much to the trade laws here, as to the mal-adminifiraiion there, — to faults in 
the internal conftitution of their government, and to general mifmanagemcni in the conduct 
of their affairs. — Thefe were matters which ihould be firfl enquired into and redreffed ; and 
without fuch a prclinunary mealurc, no fubftantial relief could be aflporded. It was faid, that 
the unliappy confcquences of the American war were equally felt in both countries ; that Ire- 
land bore no more than her fiiare in the common calamity ; and that if her people were with- 
out bread* our own raaiuifaclurcrs were alfo without that employment which could procure 
it. That in this Hate of common diilrefs, however pur feelings might be affefted with refpeft 
to our Irilh brethren, our fympathy was more naturally attratled by Ihofc fulferings which 
were immediately within our knowledge ; and, that however alarming a rebellion in Ireland 
might be, it could not be a matter of fuch ferious apprehenfion as a rebellion at home ; an 
event which was equally probable, if any addition was made to the fufferings which our ma- 
uufafturers already endured, by a furrender of thofe advantages in trade which they confidered 
as their birth-right. 

This bufinefs was however taken up in the Houfc of Lords, but pafled off, on government 
undertaking to prepare a proper plan for accomodating the affairs of Ireland, and to have it 
ready to lay beforeTarliameiit early in the enfuing fcffior. : fome laws, however, relating to 

Ireland bad been pafled in this, Utc heads of which will be found in the commercial aas of 
this year. 


That 



24<5 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

A. O. , , 

1779 That it was ncceflkry to affift Ireland, in point of mere commercial policy, was as clear as 
evidence could make it. — But the fpirit of the people of that kingdom was beginning to aroufc 
from its dornaant fbte, to demand that as a right, which wc had delayed to grant a$ a favour. 
The example of America was before them, and they fhewed a difpofition to follow it; for, 
cxclufive of fomc very ferious riots which happened in this year, wc have the following articles 
to confirm our relation, t 

At an afiembly held at the Tholfcl of the city of Dublin, cm the i6th of April, 1779, 
following refolutions were agreed to 

Rcfolvcd,-^That the unjuft, illiberal, and impolitic oppofition given by many felf. 
Intereftcd people of Great Britain to the propofed encouragement of the trade and comntSce 
of this kingdom, originated in avarice and ingratitude. 

“ Rcfolved,— 'That we will not, direftjy or indircftly, import or ufe any goods or wares, 
tlic produce or raanufaSure of Great Britain, which can be produced or manufaftured in this 
kingdom, till an enlightened policy, founded on principles of juftice, fltall appear to aAuate 
the inhabitants of certain rnanufaSuring towns of Cfrcat Britain, who have taken fo a£live a 
part in oppofing the regulations propofed in favour of the trade of Ireland ; and that they ap^ 
pear to entertain fentiments of refpeft and affeftion for their fcllow-fubjcfts of this kingdom.’* 

At the furnmer aflizes for the county and city of Waterford, the high flierifF, grand juries, 
and principal inhabitants met, for thcyurpofc of taking into confidcration the prefent ruinous 
ftate of the trade and manufafturcs, and the alarming decline in the value of the ftaple com- 
modities of that kingdom ; and looking upon it as an indifpenfablc duty that |hcy owed to 
their country and themfelvcs, to reftrain, by every means in their power, thefe growing evils, 
they came to, and figned the following refolutions ; — 

Rcfolved, — That we, our families, and all whom wc can influence, fliallj from this day, 
wear and make ufe of the manufaftures of this country, and this country orily, until fuch 
time as all partial reftriftions on our trade, impofcd by the illiberal and coatrafted policy of 
ourfiftci kingdom, be*rcmovcd: but if, in confequence of this our refolution, the manufac- 
turers (whofe intereft wc have more immediately under confidcration) fliould aft fraudulently, 
or combine to inipofe upon the public, we lhall hold ourfclvcs no longer bound to countenance 
and fupport them* 

** Rcfolved, — That wc will not deal w^ith any merchant or fliopkccper who fhall, at any 
time hereafter, be detefted in impofing any foreign nianufafture as the manufafture of tins 
country.’^ 

On the i6th of April, Admiral Pigot brought forward, in the Houfc of Commons, tlie 
fubjeftofhis brother, Lord Pigot’s depofition, iraprifonment, and death; and concluded it 
with a motion, which met with the higheft approbation of the Houfc, for an addrefs to 
Majcfiy to direft his attorney-general to profecute George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Charles 
Flayer, and George Mackay, Efqrs. for ordering their governor and commander in ciiicf, 
Lord Pigot, to be arrefted and confined under a military force, &c. — Thofc perfons were after- 
wards tried, and foimd guilty. Lord Pigot was a faithful fervant of the Eaft India Company : 
to execute the commiflion with which he had been entrufted, was his determined refolution , 
and if his zeal impelled him to what has the appearance of violent proceeding, he feems, i*) a 
great degree, to be juftified by the circumftances about him : and that particular aft of fufpen- 
ding members of the council, which was the chief article of accufation againft him, was the 
firft aft of his accufers themfelvcs, when they entered upon the adminiftration of that power 

from 
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779 from which they had depofed their governor, — He certainly* poflefled the moft incorruptibJe 
integrity j as, in a country where corruption feemed to poljcfs a licence, he refufed a bribe, 
amounting in value to 6oo,oooI, ftcrling, merely to delay, but for a Ihort time, the reinftate- 
ment of the Rajah of Tanjour. * 

But leaving, for a while, thefe internal difputes and diflentions, let us now turn our eyes 
to an objeft of greater magnitude,— to, a more extended field of aftion ; where partial evil 
feems to fink under the weightier preffure of general calamity, and a combination of power 
that appeared irrcfifliblc. 

France had been, for feme time, diligently and artfu 11 employed in procuring the acccflioa 
of Spain to tire caufe which fhe had efpoufed- That ambitious power .was convinced, not- 
withftanding the hopes fhe had conceived from her great preparations, that they were not ade- 
quate to the defign flic had foimed bf compelling Great Britain to fubmit to the terms llic had 
arranged, in conjunfiion with the United States of America. She was fenfible of the danger 
which threatened her commerce, and was alarmed for the refourccs of her marine power. — In 
the courfe of another year, Ihc had every rcafon to apprehend that the fleets and privateers of 
Great Britain, were they to continue their career, w^ould reduce her to fucli diflrefs, as en- 
tirely to difable her from profecuting the grand objeft of her ivlflics. 

In this critical fituation, (he reminded the court of Spain df the folemn engagements of the 
Family Compaft : fhe reprefented, in the ftrongc^ manner, that if the French branch of the 
line of Bourbon were to be humbled by Great Britain, that the Spanifli branch muft inevita- 
bly partake of its humiliation, and they would be both degraded a fccond time in the eyes of 
all Europe. 

The felicitations of the French court were, however, for a certain period, unfuceef ful 
Spain did not, at that time, think it her intereft to co-operatc in the difniembcrmcnt of the 
Britifh empire ; and flie was rather difpofed to look forward to future contingencies^ than to 
confult tlic apparent intereft of the prefent moment. The precedent of a fuccefsful rebellion 
in any colonics, was confidcred, and with great rcafon, by the Spanilh court, as too danger- 
ous to be encouraged and afiiftcd in the manner propofed by France. The American pof- 
feiTions of Spain were, in many refpcfls fimilar to thofc of Great Britain in that quarter of the 
globe, and the example of Britifli America might excite difeontents and commotions in the 
Spanifli colonies, where it was well known turbulent fpirits were not wjanting to foment them. 
It was certainly the true policy of Spain to rcfift the infinaating propofition: of France ; and, 
for a time, flic did rtfift them : at length, however, the French folicitalions at Madrid became 
move fuccefsful ; and the SpanUli monarch was prevailed upon to make an oiler of his media* 
lion l)ctwcen France, North America, and Great Britain. 

His Catliolic Majcfty afted upon this occafion with great forefight andkcircumfpedion.— 
He waited till the miliury and naval forces that had been employed in the late quarrel between 
Spain and Portugal were returned from Brazil ; and till the rich fleets from Mexico and Peru 
W’erc fafely arrived in the harbours of Spain* As fooii as thefe were fecured, he aflumed the 
charaftcr of mediator between the powers at war. Great Rritaia acceded to this attempt to- 
wards a pacification i and the terms propofed by the Spaaifli monarch were to the following 
purport : — 

‘‘ That all parties fliould difann immediately, and agree to an univerfal ceffalion of hofti- 
litics in all parts of the world j that they Ihould remain in pofleflion of the places and territo- 
ries they occupied at the time this fufpenfion took place ; that a meeting Ihould be appointed, 

where 



24fi AN HISTORICAL AND C M R O N'd t O C I C A L D L B U C T I O N 

1779 where the miiiiflers of France and '^Orcat Britain lIiDuld fettle their rerpe^tive dt^reticcs ; that 
France fhould not interfere in the fettlcment of the difputc between Great Britain and the 
Hates of America, which fhould be left entirely to the dccifion of Spain; that, in the mean 
time, the American ftaics ftiould be treated with on a footing of independence; and, that in 
cafe an accommodation was not cffc^ed, hc^iiitics fhould not recommence till twelve months 
notice had been given of fnch an intention/^ « ^ 

Such wei’c the propofitions held out to the belligerent powers ; and Great Britain did not 
hefitatc, on her part, to refufe a mediation founded on principles fo inimical to her ihtcrefts 
and glory. 

On this declaration, Spain immediately, determined to affociatc hcrfelf with France and 
America againft Great Britain. This rcfolution was taken fp abruptly, on receiving the de- 
nial of the firitifh dourt to coincide witlt the mcafurfes propofed, that it became as evident as 
tile appearance of things could make it, tivat the mediation which had been propofed, was 
not founded on a fufficient bahs of impartiality to render it w-orthy of confidence. 

Oi} the 1 6th of June, the Spanilh ambafl^or dedated the intentions of his fovereigii to tlic 
court of London. — ^Thc refeript which he delivered on the occafion,, was i loofc, dcfultory 
compofition, confiding entirely of vague accufations and general aflertions, without any argu- 
ments to enforce the one or fupport the other. The circumfianccs which it ftated, carried 
no weight or conviflion ; and epuli not, by any fophlftry, have been cloathed w;ith the 
femblance of juftifiablc caufes for fuch a ferious and violent meafurc as a rupture between the 
two nations. 

It fet forth, -^That the King of Spain had ufed his utmoft endeavours to bring about a re- 
conciliation between Great Britain and the powers with which file was at war, but tliat they 
had been rejected in a manner that manifefted an hodile difpofition in that court* 

It reprefentedthe c©ndu£t of the Britlfti mimftry, refpefting the mediation it had accepted 
on the part of Spain, as difingenupus, and tending only to protraft it, by vain pretences and 
evafive anfwers. 

It complained of infults offered to the Span ifli Bag, and outrages on the territory of Spain 
in America ; for which reparation had been demanded, and never Tcccivcd, 

It aifo contained one charge of a nature not to be paralcllcd in all the proceedings of the 
corps dipIomaticp 3 e ; hi which was fpecified, in one line, that the number of infults and inju- 
Ties which Spain had received from Great Britain, amounted to juft one hundred ! 

Tiie complaints contained in this refeript were aafwcred in a very forcible and circumflan- 
tial manner, by a paper which was tranfmitted to the Spanilh ambaflador after his departure, 
to the following effcfl ' 

• As nothing could be more diftant from the King’s intention than to break the friendftiip 

fubfifting between Great Britain and Spain, it is by order of his Majefty that fuch a ftatc of 
the matters fet forth in the Spanifti declaration is offered, as he doubts not muft fhew the fin- 
cerity with which his Majefty has endeavoured to maintain the genera] tranquillity. 

The little defire of peace, as fuppofed on the part of the King, is deduced from the con- 
dufl: attributed to Great Britain during the iaft negodation 1— After the profefiions of the im- 
partiality of his CathoHc Majefty, his offers of mediation between Great Britain and France, 
and after the acceptation of the fame, the declaration affirms — < That every ftep had been 
taken necefiary to produce the beft effc<fts, in order to prepare the two powers towards an 
nmodation ecjualJy horiourabie to botli parties : that, to this end, wife expedients had 

‘ been 
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^779 propokd ; kut notwiihflancliiig iht;fe twrnis were conformable to fach a; ilic coart of 
London, at other times, judged proper anJ convlucive to an accommr>datioii, tiiev were how- 
ever icjcftcd in a manner, that too well proven the rcliKtancc, on the part of the ilritiih calii- 
nct, to rcflorc peace to Europe, and to prcfervclhc (lE-ndlhip of hi? Catholi:. IMajefiv.' 

“ The coiulitions offered I.y Eraiice wt;re, to the Ihghefc degree, iniuriom and inadmhhh: •, 
the King exprcLIy declared, that he confidcrcd llicm as fuch ; and nothing can be mote evi- 
dent, than that the expedients offered by Spain inevitably tended to enforce iheie very iniu- 
rioLis condiiioiiK, but jull before dexinred as inadmiliibic. 

Ttic pernicious confequcnccs of the propofed expedients liad been cxpl?tincd to the court 
of Spain, by order of the King, which were, in the moil amicable manner, cxprcfdv reiected. 
}!aJ it been otherwife, there could be no rcafon for an ultimatum; yet it is nor, without 
aftonilhmcnt, lliat, aficr the <Ird anfwcr, the King received tlie ultimatum from tltc court or 
Spain, not only containii.g the \ery lime offers thus icjeded, but announced with fcarce anv 
difference In point of fornn I’he declaration further fays, ^ I'hat, on the 28 rh of Scptcittbcr, 
tliC court of Spain had noti/icJ to the belligerent powers, that in cafe the negociation did not 
fuccccd, Ihe would then determine how to aft.’ If the open part tlic court of Spain now taks>, 
be that llic fccretly intended, at tliat time, it would have been more confiilcnt with her dig- 
nity to have avowed it then, and to have ranged licrfelf openly under the banners cf F raixc. 

Inflcad of fuch a condu«5l, the court of Madrid, affei^ing iinpaitiallty, hatii offered to 
mediate, hut not to diflate the terms of peace, promil'ing to communicate to each court the 
conditions claimed by either, that fo they might be modified, explained, or rejedeJ. W hen 
tlic propolals made by France were rejefted, and the declaration made to Spain to ccafe licr 
mediation, fince her endeavours did not fuccccd, it was accompanied w^lth affuranccs, that the 
friendfhip fubfifting between the tsvo nations fliouid not be interrupted. 

** Mow’ far this is true, appears from the aflual ‘declaration nnnouacii’rg hoftilities on the 
part of Spain ; without venturing to ffatc the noii-acccptarice of the tei ins as one of t!ic raufl s 
of the war; but Ihould it be otiicrwifc infinuated, it will furniih In.v Mahlly with an addhi- 
.cnia! real'on to conijjhiin of the injuilice and arrogance of fuch a pretenhon. 

“ The previous caufes which thccouitof Spain hath thought proper to urge, arc, the inluiT' 
againfl: her flag, and the vioiation of her teriitory. As to the flril, thefc are the terms of lie* 
iiicmorial. ^ Prices have i)ecu made ; -vcffls have been fcarchcd and plunucied , man v have 
been fired upon who wercfoiced to defend tiicmlelvcs , tlic regifler'; and packets beioiigffig t » 
the court, and found on board liis Catholic Majefty’s packet boat., have been opened aau lorn 
to pieces.’ 

“ American veflels of everv kind have been received into the poi‘t7. of Spam : tlicy have herri 
furnilhed with falfe documents, and fuffered to carry Spanhh colours, their privateer /iiav 
plundered all nations without diftinftion, and fuch has been the induflry of tlie Sj^aiufi rn.- 
niflrv, in order to enhance the number of gric\ar.ccs, that thefe dvpxcdations were rcpreicnred 
by them as injuries committed by (Treat Britain. Thclc complaints icM^Ln ipcciiicd tlic nutho! 
of the fuppofed iiifult ; thofe which did, were frequently iil-lbLindcJ, and in gcnciai frivolous : 
however, it is granted, tliat the anfwers were friendly. 1 ’Itj King tlioughi it worthy of him ^ 
Iclf not only to ufe every precaution ncccilary to prevent diforJtrs which might offend neutral 
powers, but alfo to exert every effort to puniflithc authors and icpair the Ijls of the lafferers. 
buch has been his conJuA. at all times, when polflblc to diicovcr .and coaviA the 
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1779 Among tlic vafl operations of the prefent war, fomc irregularities may have happened, but 
when fuel] cafes were proved, reftitution w^as made with ample damages and all charges paid. 

“ It has been advanced, ♦ That his Catholic Majefly formally declared to the court of Lon-, 
don, ever h nee France Gommcnced hollilities, that the court of Madrid would regulate her 
conduA by that of the court of Great Britain f neverthelefs, thirteen Englilh veffcis have been 
leized, on what pretence, or by vvhofe order, we are ftill to learn, although his Majefty or- 
dered fuch reprefentations to be made as are ufual on the like occafions, between nations in a 
ilate of amity ; which his Majefty did,— not attributing thefe feizures to a perfidious and in- 
imical defign, until the conduft of the court of Spain was better explained by the prcfciit 
declaration. 

7 ’hc pretended violation of tlie Spanilh territory may be reduced to four heads : 

“ Firft, That the dominions in America belonging to the court of Spain have been threat- 
ened, without fpccifying time, place, or circuaiftancc. 

Secondly, The memorial mentions, * That the Indians have been fetagainft the innocent 
inhabitants of Louifiana, who miift have fallen viftims to their fury, had not even the Chic- 
taws repented and revealed the confpiracy/ It is well known, that the governor of New Or- 
leans ttied to reduce tlie Chiftaws, and that he received, with open arms, thofe tribes, which 
committed devaftations in the EngUfli Weftern fcttlements. Thefe tribes returned, but were 
not let againft the Spanilh territory ^ it was never attempted, nor was fuch an idea ever en- 
tertained. 

The declaration afTcrts, * That a formal reprefen ration was made to the court of London 
concerning thefe different grievances i and feeing the equivocal expreflions on the two picccu- 
ing points, fuch remonftranccs were particularly ncccfrary towards tlic ftrifl ohfcrvancc of the 
good faith between two nations at peace.’ It is not true, that the Icaft reprefentation was ever 
made on either of the two preceding articles ; to which the moft; ample and fatisfaftory anfwers 
might have been given- 

Tiiirdly, They pretend, ^ That the fovcrcignty ofhis Catholic Majefty, in the province ot 
Darien, and on the coali of Saint Bias, lialh been ufurped , the government of Jamaica hav- 
ing appointed an Indian to the rank of General over thofe provinces,’ On this fubjccl, ia- 
flruftions were diipatchod, bearing date the zStli of April laft, as is ufual between nations iii 
fricndlhip; no advices being received from Jamaica on this matter, frclh orders were feat fo: 
a full explanation ; but, in point of time, no anfvvcr could yet be cxpcftcch 

hounhiy, ‘ That the territory in the Bay of Honduras lias been ufurped, a£Vs of hoilility 
committed, the Spaniards imprifoned and their lioulcs plundered ; as alfo tliat England iiad 
ncglcftcd to fulfil the ftipulatcJ article relative to this coaft, agreeable to the fcvcntccntii article 
of the treaty of Paris.’ With regard to the Enghfli fubjcct;-* frequenting the Bay of Hoa* 
duras, that matter had been regulated according to the afordaid arti..,Ic, and finally adjufted 
with the court of Spain in the year 1764, fince which period no complaint having been made 
on cither fide, tliis court is ftill ignorant whether the Icaft caufe ever exlftcd. I'his, furcly- 
cannot be included among the pretended grievances which the decLiration fuppofes, as having 
been duly reprefented either to the Englilli court, or to her ambaffador at the court of Madriil, 

Such are the motives alleged by tlic court of Spain as a juftification, before God and the 
world, tor commencing hoftilitics againft Great Britain. Tlie King appeals to the aftual ftatc 
of affairs, being the fame as that whicli fubfifted fince the conclufion of the laft treaty, as a 
full proof that no attempt was ever made, on his part, to infringe this treaty. He appeals to 
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t779 his uniform conduft ever fince this epoch, to furnifli flill flrongcr proofs that he hath endca-« 
Youred to preferve the lame, with all the ahiduity and care which the interclls of humanity and 
the liappincfs of his tu!)jeds rc<juircd. lUtimately, he appeals to the condudt of his c.ncmics, 
and in particular to the declaration of the court of Spain, as the laCl proof of the nccelTity he is 
under to defend the rights of iiis crown and people, againlf a determined projedi to invade the 
i’amc; a projeft wherein the court of Sptin at length openly join:^ without the kail rcalon to 
colour fneh a proceeding.’* 

Hence it appears, that whatever pretences might he alleged by Spain, for breaking the peace 
with England, it was very evident, that the real motive was to embrace the favourable oppor- 
tunity of deprcjfhng Great Britain which was now offered, by the defedlion of its colonics. 
This could not be otberwife than the g«ncral opinion, — though government did notefcape the 
acrimony of the oppollnon parly, when the miniilcrs delivcied tlic royal meffage, which ac- 
companied tlic Spandli manifcflo, to Paiiiament: hotli houfes concurred flimly and unani- 
iuoiii]y in tlie refolution to fupport, with the utmoll Ipirit and vigour, the war denounced 
againll this country by the Houfe of Bourbon. 

was,* W’iihout doubt, a very alarming and critical period. But the Ipirit and magna- 
nimity that were difplaycd at this time of danger, fully anfvvcrcd the prognollications of thole 
politicians, both at home and abroad, who had confidently prcdi£lcd tliat tljc comlfmaiion 
formed againft Britain, would only ferve to difeov^r the amazing rcfourccs flic polllffcd, and to 
make it evident, that tlic hopes of its enemies were founded on their Ignorance of the real flu- 
ation of tills country, and the difpofition of its people ; of the greatnefs of its intrinfc wealth, 
and tlic rcadincis to employ it with the mofl houudiefs gcnerofity for the common defence. 

y\nimatcd with tliis laudable fpirit, all parts of tlic kingdom exhibited fucli an ardent zeal to 
forward every mcafute nec»: llary for the protecfion of the realm, as lianllhrd alarm and (Icfpond- 
enev. j’cople of rank and iitilucuce afted evciy where witli a patriot liberality, which preneJ 
that the w'caltli of the country was ready to affili tlic exigencies of it, and cvci y pofl'ible nrepa- 
ration was made to meet the utmoft efforts ol' the enemy. In an attempt to feizc the bland of 
jerfev, a body of F rench troops, under the command of Prince Naffiu, liad already been re-* 
pulfed in a manner that did infinite honour to tlic handful of Britifh foldicrs who were on 
duty there, as well as to the officers who commanded them* 

About this time, however, the Utuation of our ^Vc^\ India ifirinds became very critical. — 
^^oon after the capture of the ithind of St. Lucia, Admiral Byron aviivcd wltli his fquailron in 
tlic Weft Indies, and joining Admiral Baningion, cauied a very confiderabic alarm among 
the French iflands, Tiii.s feet failed immediately to Mariinico, to prosokc Count D'EUaing 


to come forth and cirmgc them , but, even after he b.ad been ftrengrlicncd by in 


confiderable reinforcements from Fraucv, lie remained inmiovcabje in ili. Innoour 


-Rovah His conduct was infliiciieec! by \eiy proper motives , he knew tlnii the ctmvoy:, nt?-~ 
ceflary for the homewaui hound trade from the Ihitilli eft Iiu.m nlands would dinniiith tne 
ftrcngdi of tlic Britifh Beet, and give him an opportunuy o? arraekmg it wnlli advantage, 

A very numerous and valuable fleet of merchantmen liaving allc*m*\ed, about the middle of 
June, at St. Chriflopher’s, Admiral Byron determined to convov tbani with his \vhole Itjua- 
dron, a confidcrablc part of their vovage. Indeed, no icpnraiion ot it couid have been lilopaed 
with any profpea of iafery ; as we h.ad no pott, in thofe itbnds, of fullicient ftrength to have 
afforded proteflion to the remaining di\ iiion ot the inct, agamll tlic gieat fupciionty ot find 
as well as of naval force which IMoni. D'Lftamg commanded : behdes, thcFicuch commatrder 
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779 had in his choice to purfuc the convoy, and if he even failed of overtaking it, lie could fcarcc- 
]v have mifl'cd of intercepting the fquadron, on its return, which had been lent to protect it. 
d'lie mcafure of affording a llrong fafeguard to the trade was, alio, the tnoic iiidifpenfable, as 
it was knowMt that M. de ia Motte Piquet was then on his way from 1 'ranee witii a confidci- 
abie reinforcement to D’Ellaing ; and no common or ordinary convoy would have been luf- 
ficleat for the protcAion of the trade, in cafe of Us falling in with liis fquadron. 

l iiis meafure of Admiral Byron, appears to have been the bell that could be adopted in Ills 
difficult and critical fituation ; neverthelefs, the firft confequence of his departure was the iois 
of the ifland of St. Vincent, For no foonerwas the Britilh fleet failed, than Monl. D’Filaitig 
difpatched a body of troops to attack that ifland, which being joined by great numbers of the 
native Cliaribs, the combined flrength of thefc foreign and domcllic enemies was too great to 
be withftood by an inconfiderablc and ill fupplied garrifon. Governor Morris did all that an 
aftlvc, zealous and brave officer could do on the occafion. He had long and repeatedly re- 
iiionftrated to government on the expofed and ill-provided flare of the ifland, without being 
favoured with any attention from home, for when it was attacked lie had not 23O men to de- 
fend it, befides the maintenance of twenty polls, nor ammunition, eke. fufficieni for an Iiour’s 
defence : befides, the very inhabitants were many of them luke warm in his fupport, and fbinc 
of them friendly to the enemy. He, however, to his honour, obtained a capitulation as fa- 
vourable as the moft ample means of defence could have qualified him to demand. 

The capitulation of St. Vincent’s took place on the 18th of June in this year, and in tlie 
following month, the ifland of (irenada furrendered to the French arms under the command 
of the Count D’Eflaing, but without any capitulation ; as the terms t)ie French commander 
in chief demanded wcie of fticli an extraordinary nature, that Lord Macartney, the Hritlfli 
governor, and principal inhabitants thought it better totrufl to the law and cuftoms of nations, 
to the jiiilice of one court and the intcrpoiition of the other, by furrciidcring at difcrction, il.an 
to bind tlienifcivcs to fuch unprecedented coiuiidons. 

But while the Britlfli empire was tlius threatened by foreign enemies, it had no fmall rcMfon 
to be alarmed by internal diiratisfaftion and difeontent. In Ireiand, airairs Icv-mcd to be ap- 
proacliijrg tail to a crifis : It was not, indeed, to be expecUd, tiiat a country tlcpcndent aw 
Great Britain, and much limited in the ufeof its natural advantagci;, ihould not be aficctcfi by 
the caufes and confequcnces of the American war. Perfons of underftanding in that king 
could not but perceive, in the prefent combination of circumitances, an advantage wliicli wav 
jmw to be improved or abandoned for ever. A new’ ftatc of public and private dill rely, tog/- 
iher with a llrong fcnfc ot recent infuks, a.s they were now* confidered, were the princijKiI agents 
which produced this revolution m t!]C temper and difpofltioii of the people of Ireland. I'Lc 
leftrictioas on the commerce and nianufaftures of Ireland might have been paffed over for 
fomeages to come, with, pcrha]?s, even lels difficulty than tliey had been endured for near a 
<'cnniry pad, if temporary clklrcfshad not quickened the apprehenfions of the people of that 
kingdom. 

Of all the evils of which tlicy complained, the three years embargo on the only flapio export 
of that kingdom fccivicd pregnant with the grenteft mifcliief, and being confidered, horn 
tl\c conceffions granted to America, as particularly infuiting, was accordingly tlic mod imme- 
diately refented by the people^ One of the public writers of that country declared, that it 
was lent as a curfe, and operated as a pcflilencc.” It was likcwiic, along with its pernicious 
tendency and cffcAs, charged with being not only unconftitutional, but abfolutclv illegal 
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But what aggravated every circumflance relative to this bufinefs to the higheft pofTible degree, 
was the national contempt which it was fuppofed to convey; for, as it was declared without 
referve, both in Parliament and out of it, to be a government job, it was natural tliat the in- 
dignation of the whole people would be called forth ; and when it was reprefented to them, 
by thoi'e whofc opinions were held in the higheft eftimation, that they were reduced to the di!- 
trefs they fufFered, in order to enrich the body of Britifli contraaors. 

Some other real or fuppofed matters of initation orcaufes of jcaloufy, as they excited fufpi- 
cion or apprchenfion, forved alfo to render the fenfe of immediate grievance ordiftrefs ftill more 
iirfupportable in that country. Some very flrong and unprofitable language, ufed in the Hri- 
tifli Parliament, ferved very much to increafe this apprebenfon and jealoufy in drawing paral- 
lels between the conf itution of Ireland and the Colonics, and deriving arguments for the fab- 
milfon of the latter from the refraiftts to which the former had been fubjcfl. 

Still, however, the hopes of feme confiderable enlargement of their commerce, which avas 
repeatedly held out in Parliament, operated, to a very extraordinary degree, in preferving the 
temper and fortifving the patience of the people. But when tlie.y found that thtl'c declarations 
piopof d but very little benefit to the-m, and little as it was, tliat it met with no common op- 
pofition from many of the trading parts of Great Britain, tiie hopes of redrefr became daily 
more faint, while the ac.juicfi.ence and good temper founded upon them, were proportinnahly 
exhaufted. They could not hut obierve, that when a bill, which, though of no great corife- 
fjucncc, would have afforded fomc alleviation to their difirefil's, had been nearly earned througii 
the Mouic of Commoms, the minifler himfslf, who they had been made to believe wms their 
friend, food lorward to defeat it. 'Plie two bills which were afterwards paiffd in the latno 
feffion', for permitting the cultivation of tob.acco, and encouraging that of hemp iti Ireland, in- 
lie .id of affording latisfaftiou or promoting harmony, produced adirefUy contrary effect, being 
confideicd as nothing lels than mockeries, and as iniiilts cffeied to their diiticls. 

In this manner, things were rcprelcntcd and kit in liebind ; and when the attempt to keep 
Parliament filting, for the purjtnfe ol icttling lume plan for their lati.'faclion, was defivited, i.ie 
iLimc which had been for feme time fmotliercd, broke out with confideraMc violence. 

Alibci;ition>. agfinil the purehafe and uk of Ihitllh manufitaures, and for the eneourage- 
mrnr, in c' e:y j.o til ble degree, of their own, httu already tabe;i place in lorae part.? oi tnat 
count! y , but Veemed to be kept back, ai a m.-.tter of confidcration, and a final lefort in cate 
of c.xlivmitv, l>v the gieat..-r part of the kingdom. All rckrve, however, upon this fubieff, 
was now al an end , airocial ions became in. ive; tal ; and the non -importation and non-con- 
fumj’lion agreements incUukd the ufu.il j'cnalties or deiumciations of vengeance, not only 


,-!"aiiili violators, but aganttl tliok impofiors or kliers ot the prohib.ted eomii'.omtie-', who 

[*v thvfc mcaus, ir wai: compnTt.<J, tiiat In the 
fu-riiLK; WGUui be whikb u cut annual- 


had not acceded to the general compacd 


preknt weak ftatc of their niatiutaClures, ami 

iv to Great Britain. 'I bis great faring, it was kid, would afford lome compeniation o. re- 
Lh lor many of their g.ievanees and Jitireffe.s; and would be the me.ms o. bumbbng the 
,n.I onniibino the ingratitude of the lowtvs of Mancbclkr and GUig-a ; winch, though 

' * ' ■ had l>ctn the lirft and nioft et* 


had been pro[>ol'ed in 


pt'Klc and punilTiing ^ i 11. .1 

tiit'Y conilant and imuicnfc ‘luincrs m the lubi Trade, ihg >cen ern 

ff.ftive in oppoling and defeating every mcalure o! ledrels oi Kiiet wau-h iu< 

iiNoiir ol Ireland, . rr * 

But the turn of affairs and the future fortune of that kingdom were to depem on afiliciations 

ofaverydrii-crent nature, than any winch related merely to commcrc.al or domefttc reguU- 


lions- 
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1779 rions. To the accumuhtion of alarms had been lately added the danger of a foreign invaflon, 
Avhich was the more alarming, as the military force fupported by Ireland, had been continual-. 
!y drained off and weakened Ibr the American war. 

In order to provide for rl;cir defence, military aflbeiations took place, and the fj)irit of them 
foon became nniverfal throughout the kingdom. It was declared, that they were intended ior 
the two-fold purpofe of dtefending their country *againft foreign enemies and their riglus agaiiwt, 
what they thought, domeftic iifurpation : that they were loyal to their King, and affeilio^rale 
to Great Britain ; but tliafit was with fuch loyalty and affeftion as confifted with their own 
liberty and profperity. Under the influence of this fpirit, large bodies of citizens were lecn to 
arife, who chofc tlicir own officers, ferved at their own charge, and fubmitted to all tl)c rigoiu 
of military difcipline. Men of large fortune ferved in the ranks ; and all this was condu^Icd 
without the leaft confufion or difordcr : On the contrary, the peace of the country and a due 
obedience to the laws was never more effeftually maintained. When we refleft on the temper 
lately prevalent in that country, and its fccncs of inteftine divifion, w^c cannot but confidcr the 
Hate of Ireland which we have juft dcicribed, as one of the moft extraordinary revolutions in 
the liiftory of the world. 

The numbers thus trained were upwards of 20,000 men in the firft year of their alftmbling ; 
tlicy were afterwards confiderably incrcafcd, and were admirably appointed as wtH as incom- 
parably difciplincd. Government faw this proceeding with aftoailliment : it was in vain to 
offer the leaft rcliftance to the defign of a general armament ; nor could it be w ifhed to reftrain 
the fpirit fo far as regarded a foreign enemy. Some attempts were quietly made to regulate 
this force and bring it to aft under the authority of the crown ; but, as tliey met with no kind 
offuccefs, it was thougnt a wife and ncceffary meafurc to fanftify by approbation what could 
not be prevented by oppofition, 

"I'lic liiili, however, after having provided for their defence againft foreign enemies, began 
to look forwards to a claim of their rights, and to an annihilation of all authority of the Ihi- 
tilh Parliament over them. Among others, the Britilh mutiny aft was denied to pofiefs any 
validity ; and that opinion was fo ferioufly maintained, that the troops were, for fomc lime, 
in a great degree confined to their refpeftivc ftations ; as it was a matter of no common dif- 
ficulty to perfuade any magiftratc to ilFue billets^for their quarters. It required the greateft de- 
gree of temper and circumfpeftion in thofe who governed in Ireland, and in the cornmaiKleis 
of the King’s forces there, to prevent the collifion of the royal and democratic armies : aiul 
they deferve the higheft praifc for the prudence of their conduft at fuch an important ajid 
alarming crifis. 

This ftatc of things was not the work of a party, or of any particular order of men ; but 
%vas upheld by every rank, clafs and denomination of the people. "I'hc wife and humane con- 
duft of the Britlfii Icgiflaturc, in relaxing the penal reftriftions of the laws againft the Ri^gliih 
Roman Catholics, was a rneafure of fuch obvious utility, that the example was fpcedily t d* 
lowed by the Irifli Parliament, who communicated firiiiiar benefits to thofe of that profelHoii 
in their own country. Thefc people wlio form fo great a majority of the Jrilh nation, luon 
perceived, that as they now poflefled a common iharc in the common interefts, fo they were 
equally called upon to the public defence and the fupport of the public rights ; fo tl)at all 
foinicr diftruft and apprchcnfion of each other being laid afidc, one general fpuit and principle 
appeared to operate upon the w hole people. 
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1779 A free, unlimited, and unlvcrfal commerce was the firft objeft of redrefs, for which it ap- 
peared, that no compenfation could be admitted, and widtout which, no other conccflions or 
advantages, liowevcr great or beneficial, could aflord fatisfaftion : and when the Irifti Parlia- 
ment met on the 12th of Oftoher, they declared in their addrclTcs to the throne, that nothing 
Icfs than a free and unlimited trade could favc their country from ruin. But this was not all : 
the aflbciations and people at large, not, perhaps, pofieffing a perfect confidence in the ftcadi* 
\ nefs of their own Parliament, and fufpefling that they fiiould be arnufed by empty prornifes 
from Great Britain, were determined, if pofTiblc, to prevent the granting the fupplies for the 
two foDovving years, according to the accuftomed mode ; and, by procuring a fliort money 
bill for fix months only, to make the fitting of Parliament eflcntially neceflary to the cxaflcnce 
ofgovcrnmcnt* To fuch a mcafure, whicli was confidcred by many as an innovation on clla- 
blirticd forms, and tl\e violent endeavours employed to enforce it, as an invafioa of Parliamen- 
tary dignity, there appeared a very poweifuJ oppofition ; hut fuch was the uni verfai cry of the 
nation, that its reprefentatives found it necclTiiry to fubmit, and the flioit money bill having 
palfed on that fide, the nccefliiics of the period lecured tlic fanffion of the Britifli government^ 
to thatafl of the Irilh Parliament. 

Sucii w\as the relative difpofition of the fifler kingdom, on the meeting of tlie EngUih Par- 
liament on tlic 25th of November, when his Majefiy, in his fpeecli from the throne, among 
Ollier important matters, exprefied himfclf with t;cfpeft to Ireland in the following manner: 
** In the midft of my care and folicitude for the fafety and welfare of tiiis country* I have not 
been inattcnti\'’c to tlic flate of mv loyal and faithful kingdom oflreland. 1 have, in confe- 
(jucacc of your addrcfl'cs, prefented to me in the lall: fefiion, ordered fuch papers to be collefl- 
eel, and laid before yoti, as may affifi your deliberations, on this important bufinefs ; and I 
recommend it to you to confider what further benefits and advantages may be exttnuded to that 
kingdom, by fuch regulations and fuch metliods* as may moft efFeclually promote the com- 
mon firengtii, wealth, and interefis of all my dominions.'’ 

The affairs of Ireland, therefore, naturally rook the lead in tins fclfion ; Lord Shelburne 
had introduced an unfuccefsful motion of cenfure on tlie minifiers, in the Houfc of Lords, m 
fupport of which he difplavcd all the eloquence he is known to pollefs, and tliat complete 
knowledge of Itis fubjeft which he never fails to difeover whenever that eloquence is exerted. 
I^ord Gffory alfo made a fimilar motion, with fimilar cfTcfl in the Houfe of Commons. — 
However, on the i of December, the minillcr opened his propofitions fer affording relief 
to Ireland. They were three in number, and went to the following articles. To the repeal 
of thofc laws, which prohibit tlie exportation of Irilh uirmufaflures, made of 01 mixed wirli 
wool or wool tiocksS, from Ireland to any part of Europe. That ib much of the aft of the 
nineteenth of George 11 . as prohibits the importation of glals into IrtlanJ, except of Briiilh 
manufafturc, or to export glafs from that kingdom, be repealed: and that Ii eland be fufiei cd 
to carry on a trade of export and import, to and from the Britifh colonics m America and the 
Weft Indies, and her fcttiemcnis on the coaft of Africa, fubjeft to fuch Jimitations, regula- 
tions, reftriftions and duties, as the Parliament oflreland llnill impofe. 

Tlic minifler ftated, with equal ability and knowledge of his fubjeft, the propriety and juf- 
ficc, as well as the neceftity of affording relief to Ireland, and entered fully into the claims of 
that country, as well with refpeft to her natural and inherent rights, as to thole arifing from 
her particular conneftion with Great Britain. He alfo expatiated at large on the mutual and 
refpeftive interells of boUi countries, and coilcfied into one point of view all the qucllions of 

?. commerce 
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tyjcj commerce and policy which related to them. In fhort, the rcfolutlons were agreed to vvuhdiu 
any oppofition. Bills, founded on the two firil propohtions, were accordingly brought in, 
paflc-d both Hoiifcs and received the royal alTcnt before the Chriflmas rccefs, I'he tJiird, being 
more complex in its nature, requiring a variety cf enquiry, and being fubjetTl to fevcral limi- 
tations and conditions, was fufFered to lay over the holidays, in its prefent Hate of an open 
prr pofition ; not only to afford time. for consideration here, but for acquiring a knowledge ot 
the effect which the meafure would produce ia Ireland. 

Several memorials having been prefented to the States General in the courfe of this year, 
by Sir Jofeph Yorke, tlic Britiili ambaflador at the Hague, we fhail flatc the contents and 
objects of them. 

The following order of'the French King's council, which was the objc^l of the firO: memo-. 
rial we ill all give at large. 

The King having declared by his regulation of the 26th of July lair, t:onccrning the 
vigation of neutral veflels, that he referved to himfeif the power of revoking the liberty grant- 
ed by the firft article, in cafe. the belligerent powers lliould not grant the fame within the fpacc 
of fix montlis ; and his MajeHy, judging it proper to make known his intentions relative to 
the vclTels belonging to the fubjefls of the republic of the United Provinces of the Low Coun- 
tries, has, in council, ordered and declared, as follows 

** Article L The republic of the IJnited Provinces not having obtained of the court of 
London the liberty of navigation, equal to that which the King had conditionally promifed 
to their fag, and which their treaties with England fltould fcciirc to them, his Maj<?Ry ic - 
vokes, with TefpeO; to tlie fuhjedls of the faid republic, the advantages granted hv the full 
article, concerning the commerce and navigation of neutral fliips; and, in confcqucncc, de- 
clares it his pkafure, that the vcifcls of the faid republic fliall provifionally execute the fiifl, 
lecond, tliird, fourth- and fifth articles cf the regulation of the 21ft of Oftoher, >744 ’’ 

“ II. His Majefty further declares, that from the date of the 26th of January, t7 70 » tbe 
veifels belonging to the fubjefls of the faid republic, lliall pav the duty on freightage, is cf- 
tabliffied by the ordinances and regulations, and particularly by the declaration of the 241!) of 
November, 1750; and the order of council of tlic 16th of July, 1757 ; his Majefly referving 
to himfeif tlie power of laying, wdicn he plcafes, new duties on the commodities of the United 
Provinces, and the produflions of their manufaflures. 

“ III. His Majefly, hove ver, conddering tliat the city of Amfterdam has made the mofl 
patriotic exertions to perfuade the republic to procure from the court of London, the fccnrity 
of that unlimited liberty which belongs to their flag, in confcqucnce of her independence and 
integrity of commerce, and winch the rights of nations and treaties fccurc to Ler : and his Ma- 
jefly, defirous of giving the faid city a flriking example of his benevolence, has referved to the 
fhips freighted by the inhabitants of Amflerdam, the liberty promifed by the tirfl: article of tlie 
regulation of the 26th of July lad, concerning the navigation of neutral vefTcIc, as to the exemp- 
tion of the diities of freightage j except fuch vcfTcls as arc employed in the French coafling 
trade, wliicli fliall continue to be fubje^t to the order of council of the i 6 tl.i of July, 1757*-^ 
His Majefly further referves to the inhalntants of the faid city the advantages granted to their 
own commodities, and the produdtions of their manufadlures, conformably to what is at pre- 
fent praiJIifed. 

IV. fecurc to the veflcis of Amflerdam, exclufivcly, the enjoyment of the advantages 
granted in the preceding article, his Majefly declares, that the captains of the faid vcfl'ds fhall 

be 
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779 bcfupplicd With a certificate from the Cotnmiffary of the Marine cftabli filed at Anifierdam, end 
an atleftation of the niagitlratc.s of the laid city, afiertiug that the vcficis were a<Elua]ly frciglitcd 
by the inhabitants oi tltat city, and that they .went dirc£ily from their port for the place to 
v htch they were boimd. 

“ V. 1 he faid captains flrall be bound, on their return, to appear before the faid Commif- 
the Marine, and to give fufilcicrft proof that he landed ins cargo in no other port or 
liarbour of the republic than that of Amfterdaiii, His IMajeily alio enjoins laid Coiinnif- 
fary to refufe^ in future, any new certificate to thofe, wito lhall not be provided witii good 
proof of their integrity, or who lhall be convicted of having knded their cargo in any other 
port or harbour of the -republic. &o. 

Given ill the King’s Council, See* at VcrfaiJIcs, January 14, 1779/’ 

. From the memorial prefemed to the States General by Sir Jofcpli Yorke, in confccjud?lce of 
th is order of the French King, we lhall folcft the following pallages. 

“ The King of Great liritain, -from the ftiendfhip he has for your High MightineiTes, 
has hitherto foreborn interfering in the negotiation which has been carrying on, relative to 
the proteflion to be gis'en to the tranfportation of all forts of naval ftorcs during the war, 
which is aftiially carrying on between your High Mightinclles and France; but the iafi pro* 
ceedings of the French court forbid his keeping filcnce any longer; and his Majclly would 
think he wronged the ancient leagues between his crown and your republic, if he did not in* 
form them to what danger they would expofe thcmfelvcs, by litlcning to ptopofids which will 
oblige them to infringe a neutrality which they have fo often declared they wilhed to fupport, 
and wiiich at once attack their independence, lap the hafis of their government, and threaten 
nothing Icfs than their difunion. 

Your High MightineflTcs arc too well inflraftcd, not to feel that a fo'cign power, who 
takes upon itfclf the right of granting particular favours to part of your government to the pre- 
judice of the reft, can have no other view than to fow difeord, and to break the ties which 
unite you ; and that if other powers were to follow the fame example, the republic would be 
torn to pieces by an internal combuftion, and an univerfal anarchy would fuccecd. 

Thus far the intcreft only of your High Mightinclles fccius concerned; hut when we per- 
ceive, that the end of all thefc intrigues is manifellly defigned to caufe the lepublic to quarr:l 
with tl)c King, and to bring on a between your High Migluincfies and Great Britain, 
under the fcducing pretence of a ]>crfcft neutrality and the intercll of traded iltc King finds 
himfdf obliged to lay before you tlie danger into which France v’ifhcs to plunge you. 

What right has France to diftatc to your Higb MightindTcs the arrangements yon ouglit 
to make with England? It can only be found in the ambitious views of that power, wliicli h.-s 
made a league with the rebels of America, and is now endeavouring to biing other States into 
iiwnththcm. 

** Whatobjeft can be more important or indifpcnfablc, than that of depriving the enemy of 
any materials which may enable them to redouble their cllbric; during the wav ? and how can a 
proteflion of tliofc materials be reconciled to the alliances lb often renewed between the two 
.nations, or with the alFuranccs of fricndlhip which you are contiiuiaily pioleJling to the King? 
To prevent future bad conrequcnccs, and to alTurc the republic of the unequivocal fviendthip 
his Majefty entertains for the republic, he renews the piomifes made to them to maintain tlie 
liberties of legal trade to tlicir fubjefls, agreeable to the orders given to the King’s fir Ips and 
privateers, notwitliftanding the advantage which may rcfult from it to the ememy ; but h»s 

VoL, IV. • K k * * Majdly 
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1779 jelly cannot depart from the iicccflity he is under of excluding the tranfportation of naval 
ftorcs to the ports of France, and particularly timber;* even if they lliould be cfcortecl by 
men of war* 

The example which France has fet, of favouring fomc members of the republic to the 
clctiimcnt of others, fo direftly contrary to the union and independence of your High Migh- 
tinelFcs, the King hopes never to be obliged to* follow, unlefs a condcfcenlion to the of 
France, obliges him to take that nietliod of making amends to thofc members of the republic 
who arc Inirt by the partiality of bis enemies. 

The lail edift puhliflicd by the court of France, which excepts the cities of Amfterdani 
and flacilcm from certain duties impofed on the other members of the republic, to punifli 
tlicin for having made ufe of that fovereign right which belongs to them, cannot but fliew all 
Europe the motives which have engaged France to league with America, &c. 

‘‘ (Signed,) 

Hague, April 9, 1779. Joseph Yorke/^ 

On the 23d of July, the French King publiflied another ordinance, by which the whole 
province of Holland, as well as the cities of Amflerdam and Hacrlem was exempted from the 
duties of freightage, and fifteen per cent, upon fhips, &c. in the ports of France. 

That ai\ invafion of fome part of this kingdom was projedted by France, in the fummer of 
this year, and an attempt to execute that projcA expedted by England, was not denied by the 
former, and was openly acknowledged by the latter. On the 9th of July, the King’s procla- 
mation was publiflicd, ordering all cattle, &c. to be driven from the fea coaft in cafe of inva- 
fion : and on the 22d of the fame month Sir Jofeph prefented a memorial to the States Gene- 
ral, \Vhich declares that France was making every pofliblc preparation to invade the Britilh 
iflands, and on that account, demands of the republic to fulfil its engagements with Great 
Britain, in affording the fuccoiirs ftipulatcd in the treaties of 1678, and of which the 
• Fa'dcrls\s fully explained in the feparate article of I7i6, The States General, not paying any 
attention to this demand, the Britilh miniftcr at the Hague prefented, on tlic a6th of No- 
vember, another memorial on the fame fubjeft, which was treated with fimilar negicdl. . 

Jnthc mean time, Paul Jones, who commanded an American frigate and other vcffcis in 
the Congrefs fervice, took two Englifli fhips and carried them into the ITxcl. They were 
accordingly demanded to be given up by the Rritiffi court, on the principle that Paul Jonc^’ 
was a pirate, and that, according to thccuftom of admiralties, all the captains of foreign arm- 
ed veffcls (hall, upon their arrival, prefent their letters of marque or commiiTion, and tliat fueh 
are to be treated as pirates whofe letters arc found to be illegal, for want of being granted by 
a fovereign power. 

But their High Mlghtineflcs, who had for fome time been entirely governed by French po- 
litics, rtfufed to give up the fliips and juftified the refufal by an anfwcr to the following efi'ed : 

That they would in no refpeft take upon them to judge of the legality or illegality of thole 
who have, on the open fea, taken any vcflels which do hot belong to their country ; that they 
only open their ports to give them flieltcr from ftorms or other difafters, and that they oblig^- 
them to go to fea again with the prizes without fuffering them to unload or difpofe of any 
part %f their cargoes, that they may be liable to be retaken in the fame ftate in which they 
were taken : but do not think themfelvcs authorifed to pafs judgment upon thofc prizes, 01 
the perfon of Paul Jones, 

^ Til 
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1779 Thecombincd fleets of France and Spain, which conflflcd of between flxty and feventy line 
of battle Ihips, and a proportionable quantity of inferior vcllcls, entered the Channel about 
the middle of Auguft, and paraded two or three days before Plymouth, to the great alarm of 
the people, but attempted nothing. A ftrong eaftcrly wind, which continued for feveral days, 
feems to. have driven them out of the Channel*, and on the 1 aft day of Auguft, Sir Cliarles 
, Hardy, the commander of the JBritifh fl^et, which did not confiil of more than tlurtv-tiK ihips 
of the line, gained the entrance of the Channel, in fight of the combined ftccis, without their 
being able to prevent liim. 

The great objeft of the Englifli Admiral feems to have been, to bring them into the narrow 
part of the Channel, wdierc he would have been abk to .engage them upon lefs difadvajitagcous 
terms ; and where a defeat, or certain changes of wind, muft have been pi otiuftivc of the 
ruinous confequences to tlic enemy, TJic combined'fleets purfued him as high up as ihy- 
mouth, and foon after repaired to IJrcft. 'Phus ended the expeftations of the eiieuiy, and the 
apprehenfions of Great Britain. An attack upon Plymouth was certainly meditaicd, and the 
fickly ftate of the fleet, which had buried fometimes feveral liundrcds in a day, was the prin- 
cipal reafon for its rcturinng to port; where, as foon as pofiible after their arrival, 7,000 lick 
wxrc conveyed to tlic hofpitals on ihorc. It may lurcly be conlidcrcd as an inicoimnon in- 
ftance of good fortune, that one oftlic greateft naval forces which luid ever been ‘alicmbled on 
the ocean, Ihould hover on our coafts without doing us any injury ; and that but a few days, 
before its appearance, a great Jamaica fleet, confiiling of 200 lliips, Ihould have arrived In 
England ; while eight homeward bound Eaft Indiaincn, having timely notice of the danger, 
had taken refuge in the harbour of Limerick in Ireland. 

Among the exertions which were at this time made by individual perfons, and focicties for 
the defence of the kingdom, it becomes us to mention, that the Eaft India Company, with a 
fpirit fuited to its charaftcr, bcfidcs giving a confiderablc bounty towards raifing 6,000 men 
for the naval fcrvice, made a noble ofler to the crowm, which was accepted, of building and 
funiiihing three 74 gun iKips, as an addition to tlie royal navy. 

A very valuable Spanilh fliip, called the N. S. de Pidat, was taken in the autumn of tliis 
year by the Dart privateer of Dartmouth, of 14 guns ; fhe was upwards of 600 tons, and 
inoiuited 16 guns : her cargo confi Red of 142,117 filver dollars ; 38,949 dollars in gold dou- 
bloons ; 31 ingots of gold ; 5 ingots of fdver ; 42 bales of fine beaver; 21,061 hides in the 
hair ; 3 bales of line wool ; i bale of fine fur, &c. 

T'o the honour of an enlightened age and an enlightened nation, the French miniftcr of 
marine, by the particular order of his government, iffued a proteftion (which was publilhed 
in the French Gazettes, and communicated to tlic whole French navy,) to the Britifli circum- 
navigators, Captain Cook of tlic Rcfolulion, and Captain Clarke of the Difeo very, wdio w^crc 
now fuppofed to be on their return to Europe. 

Ij^ this year, 59 fhips were employed from England in the whale fifhery to Davis’s Streights 
and the Greenland Seas. The bounty was now at 30s. per ton. The Dutch employed 105 
fliips in the fame trade, and within the fame period. 

There were 3,900 lliips cleared outwards from Newcaftlc during this year, including their 
repeated voyages, 3,670 being coaftwife, and 230 to foreign ports. 

The want of a fupply of American tar occaGoned, at this time, a difeovery of the ut- 
moft utility, and which will be a great faving to this country. Some gentlemen of Briftol 

K k 2 fe( 
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^779 fct up works for cxtrafting th€ oil from pit-coal, ufcd for making lamp-black; tlii3 oil was 
boiled clown to the confiftcrrcc of tar, which it cxraftly rcfcmbles in colour and quality, and Is 
with difficuity diftinguilhed from real tar» it poffcffesail the qualities of tar, for half the price, 
and is found ifi paying fliips bottoms to be an excellent prefervative againft the worms. The 
oil is aifo boiled down to the confi lie nee of pitch, and is found to be an excellent lucccdancuni 
for that article. After the oil is cxtfafled fronS the coal, the rdiduum is a very good C9kxC 
But of the fubjeft of coal tar we fliail obferve more at large at a future, period, when we come 
to confider it in that ftate of perfed^ion, to which it is at length brought by the adlivcsmind 
and philofophic rcfearch of the Earl of Dundonald, 

By a lift of the number of empty houfes in the city, as returned, at this time, by the depu- 
ties of the fevcral wards, the total appeared to be 1,104; the rents of which were calculated to 
amount to 26,375!. 

The following arc authentic cxtradls from the Corn Regifter, containing an account of all 
the corn and grain exported from, and imported into England and Scotland, during thcfpace 
of one year, 

EXPO RTED. IMP OR TED. 


1779. 

Briti/b 

Foreign 

f 

1779. 

^arten 

England. 


^s. 

England. 


Wheat & Wheat Meal, 

JSS9OO3 

7.781 

Wheat, — 

3,508 

Wheat Flour, 

48,186 

1.795 

W^hcat Flour, 

1.103 

Rye, ’ — 

3,16a 

37 

Rye, — 

1.693 

Barley, — 

4,948 

2.583 

Barley, — 

' 7.085 

Malt, . — 

74,287 

— 

Oats, — 

331.858 

Oats, — 

11,291 

5>^>35 

Oatmeal, . . 

669 

Oatmeal, — 

2,47S 

29 

Beans, — 

14,591 

Beans, — - 

19-075 

6,384 

Peas, •— 

29.154 

Peas, — 

13-130 

5,106 



Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Wheat, — ' 

256 


Wheat Flour, 

425 

Wheat Flour, 

9.239 

— 

Oats. ~ 

15,984 

Barley and Bear, 

937 

— 


Malt, ~ 

3,0 .'2 




Oats, ~ 

219 

— 



Oatmeal, 

2,638 




Peas and Beans, 

897 





The bounties and drawbacks on corn exported from England, amounted to 51,349!. as. 6d, 
The amount of the bounties paid on grain exported from Scotland, w^as 3,157!. 

The duties on corn imported into England, amounted to 2,849!. 18s. 7d. ; and in Scot- 
land, to 139I. 18s. 2^d. 

The average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the ftandard Wincheftcr bufhcl, were, 
wheat, 4s. 2 id.; rye, 2s. iid. ; barley, as. 5id.; is. 9d. ; beans, 3s. 
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As,' at fvich a- period as this, the rife and fall of the public funds becomes too intercHing a 
fubjeft to be omitted in this work, we lhall give the year’s hiitory of them ; arranging oppo- 
lite to each month, the higheft and loweft prices which each ftock bore during the courfc of 
that month. 


January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

Anguft, 

September, 

Oftober, 

November, 

December, 


J^ank 

Sterk* 

India 

Stock. 

South 

S.ui 

.^tock 

S Sea 
Old 
Am. 

•S’ ,S(*^ 
New 
Ann, 

} ptr 
cf.h. 
Ann. 

-t,per 

cent. 

nditc 

Ci'nt. 

CO-iJol 

1 

[t.B. 

i 

Ct. B. 

f- 
Ct. h. 

>75^ 

4 

erni. 

1 7') 2 

NiW 

Ju/'i 

Lcn^- 

Atm, 

i'ldia 

Boffd' 

Am. 

177 . 

Tfi . p. 

f 107 1 

130! 

70 

60 j 

,591 

57 ? 


60S 

61 

60I 

62? 

Gi-i 

Si 

u\- 

I 

4 

[72 f 

1 lIO| 

142 

— 

625, 

61 s 

s 84 



— 

60' 


(74 

6 


1 

1 1 



f lopt 


— 

— 

— 

59 

f» 3 i' 

62 

614 

S 9 t 

— 

62 

5 l 

iS-l' 

I 

14 

^ T 1 

1 1 lOl 

r ^ 

>43 

70 ' 

60 

60 1 

374 

61 

59 i 

— 

bo- 

59 ? 

634 

Tl 

18 

0 

s 

1 I J' 


140 

— 



58 

— 

64 

— 

59 

04 

62 

8 

17 1 

1 

2 

j 

1 ii'Sl 

'53 a 

— 

63’ 

ft?' 


— 

6 il 

— 

00 1 

621 

b 2 \ 


1 8?- 

0 

12 

1' 

f 1 1:4.? 

' 53 i- 

— 

604 

f) 

— 

— 

— 

60 

— 

6.; 

— 

8 

I 7 i 

0 

17 


1 n8>- 

'St) 


634 

64-4 

59! 

64 

6s' 

61; 

63 > 

644 

6+; 

7 l 

18; 

'i ' 



1 1124 


— 

— 

•'’3 

58^ 

^ 34 - 

63? 

T- 

62.4 

— 

(■v-:? 1 

B 

i8 

o 

'3 

' 1 2-'- 

1 

151 i 

— 

614 

62^ 

59’ 

62^ 

624 

6)4 

61; 

63 

63 

7 S 


1 

U 


1064 


7 ' 

384 

— 


63'4 

(}l\ 

61 [ 

631 

A 

.7 4 



1 

'S 


14' I- 

70 

60^ 

564 

39 

60 

6cg 

604 

62; 

,6o| 

ni 

18; 

0 

4 

1 3 

i 


— 


60 

— 

60 

61 

— 

1 — . 

— 


104 

— 

0 

9 

n,; 

109 

138! 

694 

604 

59 r 

STl 

bil 

394 

— 

‘59:- 

591 

62 

10 

‘74 

I 

8 




— ! 

— 

[604 

r"» ’ 

60 1, 

60 • 

E 9 i 

be,. 

— 

— 

9 . 1 - 


I 

12 

" 51 - 

Jiif 

130 

— 

6 » 4 | 

58 i 

(>2i 

61’ 


59 V 

61 ; 

62-x 

-+ 

'o; 

i8[ 

1 

6 


■ III'- 


71 

— 

6oi 

1 

624 

— 

— 


61' 



1 "mmtkm 

1 

12 


1 114 

1434 

62 J 

61 J 

58-^ 


624 

604 

624 

64 


"4 

18 

0 

'5 



1424 

— 

— 

bo 4 

— 

— 1 

61; 

— 

604 

60 1 

1 

— 

0 

16 


1 1094 

' 44 j 

— 

60 

614 

37 

61 

62 

60I 

— 

625- 

— 


i8i 

' 1 

() 


1 10 

I 44 i 


— 

— 

— 

61 4 

61 J 

— 

60,} 

62 j 

Ooji 

ijJ 

i8i 

I 

8 

— 

, iio-i 

1444 

— 

59 -^' 

60' 

57 i- 

604 

bi 4 

— 

61..? 

6.4' 

61 i 

ii; 

18; 

I 

1 

■ 

f no 

144 

— 


604 

57 i 

60 


— 


60 V' 



18 

0 

IS 


1 1074 

143 ' 4 - 

— 

60S 

60I 


64 


— 

— 

6i-li 

6i|l 

5 l 

18^ 

r 

3 

- — 


The following bills relating to trade and commerce, received the royal afl'ent in the parlia* 
mentary feilions of this year. 

For allowing the importation of fine Italian organifed thrown (Ilk, for a limited time, . 

]"or tiic better prefervation of the oyftcr fiihcrv at Whitdablc. 

For the better government of Iiis Majcfly’a fhips, vcifcl.s, and forces at fca. 

For the better fupply of mariners and fcaincu to ferve in liis hhajefty’s navy . 

For allowing the importation of certain goods, fold to foreigners, in Britilh built fliips. 

For laying additional duties on certain goods under the infpeftion of the coniinilfiojiers of 
excife and cuftoms. 

For the better encouraging the white herring fifliery. 

For better encouraging the Irifli linen njaiiufaAorj\ 

For regulating lottery-office keepers. 

To repeal fo much of fevcral a£ls of Parliament, as prohibit the growth and produce of to- 
bacco in Ireland, and to permit the importation of tobacco of the growth and produce of that 
kingdom into Great Britain, &c. 

Forgrantiiig a bounty upon the importation into tliis kingdom of hemp of tlie growth of 
Iteland^ for a limited time. 


For 
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J779 For granting a drawback of the duties impofcd, by an aft of the laft feffion of Parliament, 
upon all foreign wines exported from Great Britain to any Britilh colony in America, or to 
any Britilh fctticmcnt in the Eaft Indies, 

For better fccuring the duties on fiarch. 

To prevent frauds by private- diftiHcrs. 

To prevent frauds and abufes in the payment 6f wages to perfons employed in the bone anci 
thread “lace manufaftory. 

For the prefervation of the river Lee, 

For taking olF the duties upon all fait ufed in curing pilchards. 

F'or difeontinuing the duties on cotton wool, the growth and produft of the Britifh colo- 
nics in America. 

# 

For allowing the importation of goods into this kingdom from Alia and Africa. 

To amend the aft for laying a tax on auftions and fales. 

For granting to hi? Majefty additional duties on vellum, parchment and paper. 

For veiling in the Eaft India Company, fora Ihniad time, certain territorial acquifitions 
obtained in India. 

For removing certain difficulties willi refp^ift to the more fpcedy and effeftual manning of 
his Majefty ’s navy, for a limited time. 

For granting a free trade, &c. to Ireland. 

To prevent the clandeftine conveyance of fugar, fee. from America into Great Britain, fee. 

A bill to prevent fmuggling, alfojpaffcd in this feffion, from which we have felcftcd the fol- 
lowing abftrafts : 

A penalty of 300I. is laid on any mafter of a fliip coming from abroad, having more than 
100 pounds weight of tea on board, (not being an Eaft India fiiip) or more than 100 gallons 
of foreign fpirits, in cafks under 60 gallons, (bdldes two gallons for each feaman on board). 

Foreign fpirits imported from any part of Europe, in a veffcl containing Icfs than 60 gcF 
Jons, arc forfeited, with the fhip, furniture, &c. 

“ When any tea, coffee, or goods liable to forfeiture, as found on board'^any fhip coming 
from foreign parts, at anchor, or hovering within two leagues of the coaft, the fhip, it not 
above 200 tons, is forfeited, with her furniture, fscc. 

Every perlbn who flaail fell coffee, tea, cocoa nuts, or make or fell chocolate, mull paint 
over his door, ‘ dealer in coffee, &c.’ on penalty of 20ol. 

“ Every importer or dealer in foreign fpirits muft paint over his door, ‘ importer of, or 
* dealer in foreign fpirits,’ on penalty of 50I. 

** Every dealer in tea, foreign fpirits, &c. who fhall buy any of the faid goods of any per- 
fon who has not the words aforefaid over his door, is liable to an additional penalty of tool. 

“ Every perfon, not a dealer, who fliall buy any tea, fpirits, he. of any pcrfori that has 
not the words aforefaid over his door, fhall forfeit lol. 

“ All foreign thrcad-Iace imported, to be marked at each end at the cuftom-houfe, and 
perfons pofieffed of foreign lace may have it marked at the neareft cuftom-houfe, making oath 
that the duties were paid. 

‘‘ All foreign thread-lace, not marked, will be forfeited; and any perfon counterfeiting the 
mark, or that Ihall fell or have in bis cuftody lace with a counterfeit mark, will forfeit lOoL 
and be adjudged to ftand in the pillory two hours ; and their aiders^ abettors, and affiftanis, 

* ^ will be liable to the fame fine and puuifliment.” 
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Supplies granted by Parliament for this year 
For 70,000 fcamen, including 17,389 marines, ordnance, &c. 

For the ordinary of the navy, including half-pay, &c, — . 

Towards building and r|pairing Ihipsof war^ 

For the pay of the general and ftafF-officers, &c, — 

For 30,346 land-forces, including 3,^13 invalids, 6cc. — 

F or the militia and three regiments of fenciblc men in North Britain, 
F'or the cloathing of the militia, — — — 

For additional militia companies, ~ — — 

For cloathlng of ditto, — — — — . 

For the charge of foveral augmentations to his Majefty^s forces. 

For a regiment of fcncibles to b*e raifed in North Britain, &c. 

To make good the charge of forming three regiments of light dra- 
goons, &c. out of certain light troops, — 

For an augmentation to a corps of Royal Highland Emigrants, &:c. 
For compleating the whole pay of certain regiments, which of late years 
have been paid in part of the revenues of Ireland, and are now in North 
America, — — — — — 

For the difference of pay between the Britifli and Iiifli eliablilhmcnt 
of certain regiments, 6ic. — — — — 

For maintaining forces and garrifons out of the kingdom, 

For five Hanoverian battalions ferving at Gibraltar and Minorca, 

For the charge of 13,472 Heflian troops and fubfidy, — 

For ditto of two regiments of foot of Hanau, — ~ 

Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, — — 

For the charge of 4,300 Bruufwickers, — •— 

For provifions for the foreign troops ferving in America, — 

For artillery for the foreign troops, — — 

For ditto of 1,447 troops of the Margrave of Anfpach, See. — 

To make good a deficiency in the funis voted for the troops of the 
Margrave of Anfpach, in 1778, -r- — — 

For a corps of foot of Anhalt Zerbfl, with the fubfidy, &c. — 

For extra army expcnccs, Sec, not provided for by Parliament, 

For repairing. See. Britilh forts and fcttlcmcnts on the co’aft of Africa, 
For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fervicc, See. 

For ferviccs performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for in 1778, 
For the civil cllablifhment of the iflaud of St. John, 

Ditto of Georgia, — — — — 

Ditto of N ova Scotia, — — — 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, _ — — 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — — 

On account of tlic reduced officers of his Majclty’s land forces, Sec, 
For allowances to fcvcral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfe -guards, &c. ~ — 




d. 

[,640,000 

0 

0 

369,882 

6 

1 

579*187 

0 

0 

37,206 

8 

6t 

833.911 

18 

6 

610,882 

5 

0 

85,760 

17 

2 

5.421 

18 

6' 

2,656 

4 

0 

159.653 

3 

4 

19.584 

2 

0. 

6,246 

5 

6 

4.113 

6 

8 

.»63,I9S 

11 

10 

52,923 

I 

6 

,103,118 

1 1 

0 

56,074 

19 

41 

367.203 

9 

10 

35.441 

3 

2|- 

17.498 

3 

2^ 

93.947 

15 

8 

48,668 

3 

9 i 

27.683 

14 

0 

39.644 

14 

3 

7.958 

70 

iH- 

16,630 

1 1 

9- 

,026,137 

4 

4^ 

13.000 

0 

0 

395.438 

15 

4 

521.935 


5 

3.250 

0 

0 

2,900 

0 

0 

4.796 

0 

0 

4.950 

0 

0 

4,900 

0 

0 

87.705 

8 

4 

628 

2 

ir 


Carried forward. 


^^*>350, 133 10 



AN H I $ r o K t C A L AND C H R 0 N D L O G I C A L D E D V C t I O N 


Brought over, 

For the chnrg^^ of out-penfioncrs of Chelfca Hofpiial, — 

To the Levant Company, — ~ 0 — 

On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britai 
i For the augmentation of the falarics of the pu^he judges, — 

For ditto of the .Chief Baron of the Exdicquer, — 

To make good to his Majefty the like fura ilTucd by his Majclly’s 
orders, in purfuance of theaddrefics of the Houfc of Commons, 

To Mr. J^uncan Campbell, for employing convi£ls on the Thames, 
For the relief of certain American civil officers, &c» — 

On account of general furveys in North America/ — 

To James Berkenhout, Efq. and Thomas Clarke, of the town of 
Leeds, dyers, on a proper difeovery to be made by them, for the ufe of 
the public, of their method of dying fcarlet and crirafoh, as well as other 
colours on linen and cotton, — — 

Towards difeharging certain Exchequer bills, 

For dilqltarging certain other Exchequer bills, — . 

For ditto, — — . i — ^ 

For difeharging the prizes of the lottery of 1778, — 

To replace to the linking fund the like fum paid out of the fame, to 
make good the deficiency of the fund for paying certain annuities, &c. 

To replace to ditto, the like fum paid out of the. fame, on account of 
certain other annuities, &c. — — ^ — 

To makegood the deficiency of the grants for thcferviccof the year 17; 
Deficiency in the land-tax, — — — 

Ditto in the malt-tax, ~ — — 

Total Supplies, 

The Ways and Means for railing the foregoing fupplies* 

Dut ’ on iTtalt, — — — 

I^and tax at 4s, ~ — 

By annuities and lottery, — — — 

From the furpius of the llamp duties, See. — — 

By certain furpluffes of the finking fund, — — 

By Exchequer bills, — — • — 

By ditto, — — — ^ — 

Certain monies remaining in the Exchequer, fubjeft to the difpofiiion 
of Parliament, — - — — — 

Total of Ways and Means, 

* Supplies granted, ~ 

Excefs of provilions, — 
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A. n, 

17^9 ^ A vote of credit for one million was alfo granted this feflTion, and is cliarged on the 

next aids« 

The additional public debt fLiudeJ and provided for thlr> year, amounted s. d. 

to (even millions ; the intercll ol which* at 3 per cent^ per aunam, is 2tiQ,ooo o o 
The adilitional annuity of 3!, 15s, per cent, pet annuui, for 29 years, 
amounted lo — — ^ ^ . 262,500 o o 


Total amount, 


472,500 o o 


Tins fum wns raifed in the following manner : — 

An additional duty of 5 per cent, on the fui! produce of the cxcife and 
cufloms ; beci; and ale, foap, eanditjfcs, and hides excepted, 

A tax on pofl-horfes, of id. per horfe, per mile, — 

An additional duty of 5 per cent* on cambiic, — — 


282,109 o o 
164,250 o o 
36,000 o o 


Total of new taxes, — 482,359 o o 

Intereft of the additional pubjic debt funded, - 473.^500 o o 


Excefs of new taxes, , — — 9’859 o o 


The number of chriftcnlngs and buriah wnthin the bills of mortility in London, Jee* fioin 
December 15, 1778, to December 14, 1779, is as follows : 

Chr isTBN KD. Bur I ED, 


Males, 

8,640 

Maks, 

I0,20S 

Females, 

8,129 

Females, 

tO,2I2 

Total, 

16,769 

Total, 

20,420 


i78o An event which happened on the firft day of this year, afforded fome rcafon to expeft that 
hol’ilitics would take place between Great Britain and Holland before the conclulion of it. 

Of thofc Hates whole conduft was hoililc to this country during her conteft with the Ame- 
rican colonies, ilicjc was not one, ail circumftances of relation between the two powers con- 
lidcred, whiclj fo immediately merited an inimical return as that of Holland. Since the com- 
mencemvnt of tills unfortunate difnufc, a clandeftinc commerce liad been carried on between 
the Dutch and American ;, whuU was extremely advantageous to the latter. The encourage- 
nient'givert to) t.hc revolud crokuVus was without jeferve or the fhadowof concealment. — They 
were not only fupplied witli whatever Holland could afford them, but ;ui open and ready rc- 
fpeft wrns ilicnvn to the American thig, in a manner incompatible with the honour and dignity 
of Great Kurain. 

Memorials, as \vc have already icen, had been frequently preferued bv Sir fofeph Yorkc 
to the States-Gencralconcerning this unfriendly condu^l in their tubjCLds ; and in one of them, 
it had been hinted rather forcibly, that the reientmenr oi the court oi f.onclon would follow a 
further infringement of that good Ultb wdiich ought to hind afl Kates in fiieudlhip with each 
other. To fuch remonftranctG, indecifive anlwcis, framed \\ith much exterior refpeft, were 
Vot»lV, LI returned; 
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J780 returned; but the correfpondence fo prejudicial to the intcrefts of Great Britain, ftUl comi- 
nued to be carried on without any change or duBinution. • 

On the commencement of boftilitics with France, this Infidious condu£l on the part of 
Holland towards Great Britain, became more a£^ive, and even more apparent, than it had 
hitherto been. The dock-yards of France were fupplied with all kinds of materials for the 
conllru^ion and equipment of fleets, with as much care and diligence as if his Mod Chridian 
Majedy and the dates of Holland had been cn^iaged in tlic clofcd alliance againd Great 
Britain. 

It was natural for the Britidi court to feel refentment at fuch unprovoked ill-treatment ; 
but went no further than to give orders for the feizurc of fuch Dutch veflcls as were found to 
be laden with naval dorcs,‘^icc. for the French ports : and, in order to take away all reafonabic 
pretences of complaint from the Dutch, the Britidi government, in dead of making prizes of 
the vedels laden with thefe hodile cargoes, adopted the generous determination of a former 
war, to purchafe, at a fair valuation, all the naval dorcs that were on board the Dutch veflcls 
brought into the ports of Great Britain, to pay the frefght of the cargoes, and to indemnify 
the proprietors in all the jud cxpences and damages occafioncd by the detention of their 
veflcls. 

While, however, the court of Great Britain was making frequent complaints of the inju- 
rious and faithiefs obdinacy with whieh the Dutch merchants continued to furnifh the French 
with naval dores, — they, on the other hand, prefented a memorial to the States, remonflrating 
againd the feizurc of their veflcls employed in that buflnefs, and requiring lucli a proiedion 
as would enable them to profecute it in fafety. 

France, in the mean time, fcnfiblc that fuch rcfourccs as came through the medium of 
Fiolland, were cflcntlally neccifary to tlie fupport of her marine, inflded, in a very peremptory 
manner, that this branch of the Dutch trade ihould be proteflcd by the States, as well as every 
other; and threatened to conflder a relaxation of the demands made upon Great Britain by 
Holland, on this fubjedl, as an infra^lion of the neutrality which Holland was bound to oh- 
ferve between France and Great Britain, and as evident proof of partiality to the latter powero 
In order, however, to encourage tint importation of naval dorcs, a regulation had been 
iflaed in France, by which advantages were granted to ncutrai vcflTcis as might induce them to 
fupply its navy with thofc materials neceflary for its equipment : but, on the Statcs-Goneral 
not complying with the requifltion of the French minidry in the manner it had propofed, 
thefe advaritages were revoked, in rcfpefk to the fubjefls of the United Provinces, as wc liave 
related in the hidory of lad year ; with an exception, however, in favour of Amdcrdam, w'hidi 
had warmly cfpoufed the caufc of France, and demanded of the States the armament of a fquad- 
Ton for the proteftion of its navigation to that kingdom, againd the Britifh critizcfs. 

The court of France mud have been very confeious of its powerful influence in the dates 
of Holland, to have aflTumed the power of preferibing to them in what manner they fliould 
obferve their treaties with Great Britain : indeed, the French fafiion was at this time fo pre- 
valent, that fuch an infulting a£t of pretended authority was not only received without refent- 
menr, but reprefented as founded in particular fricndlhip and general judicc. On the other 
hand, the condufl of the Britifh government was confidcred by the fame party as injudifiable, 
and as afluming to itfclf an cxclufiyc right of framing laws for the commercial corrcfpoiidencc 
between diflerent dates. • 


When 
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A. D, 

1780 When Spain acceded to the confederacy againft Great Britain^ fimilar cSiufes of complaint 
arofe^ and fimilar reprefentations wore made to the Statcs-Gcncral : but the difficulties wherein 
we were involved, feemed to have infufed into the Dutch an inveterate defire to add to.. the 
dirtreffes of a nation to whom tliey owed their political cxiftence, as a free people, and whofo 
friendly and powerful hand had frequently inlerpofcd, and delivered them from the grcateil 
dangers, ♦ 

At length, the requifitions of Fiance found a compliance ; and a fquadron of men of war 
was appointed by the States of the United Provinces to convoy a fleet of mercliantmeri laden 
with naval {lores for the French navy. On the intelligence of tlicir being failed arriving in 
England, a fquack on was immediately difpatchcd, under the command of Commodore Field- 
ing, to intercept them. On meeting the Dutch fleet, he requefted the ufual permiffion to 
fcarch them ; which being refufed/ in dirc£t violation of the right eftablifhed by treatv, lie 
fent his boats, with iFift orders to infill upon the examination of their cargoes : ihcfc boats 
were fired upon by the Dutch commander, Count Byland, and prevented from executing the 
bufinefs on which they had been ordered ; whereupon Commodore Fielding tired a Ihot a-head 
of the Dutch admiral, who returned it with a broadfidc ; the Englifh commodore replied with 
another, when the former immediately ftruck his colours. Many of the Dutch llnps, how- 
ever, that were in the predicament which occafioned the contcil, had, from the icrigth and 
darknefs of the night, and by keeping clofc to tlifc Ihorc, efcaped the danger, and proceeded 
without interruption to die French ports *, thofc that remained with naval {lores on hoard, 
were flopped ; and the Dutch admiral w^as then informed, that he was at liberty to hoift his 
colours, and profccuic his voyage : but he accepted only of the former part of the offer made 
him, refilling to feparate from his convoy ; and, accordingly, with the whole fleet which re- 
mained with him, accompanied the Britilh fquadron to Spithcad. 

The complaints of the States- (General were very violent on this occafon ; nevcrthelcfs, there 
cannot he a doubt but that they had been guilty of a manifeft violation of iubfilling treaties, by 
which tlie right of fcarch, in fucli inftances wherein it had been exercifed by Great Britain, 
was incontrovcriibly cflabliliicd. But, at this moment, Holland was become a tool of France, 
and the infuenceof the latter was fo commanding in the councils of the former, that ^while 
its fuhjcfl.s WTi'O permitted to affift the enemies of Great Britain in the moft open and decided 
manner, they were prohibited, under very fcverc penalties, to furnilh the garrilon of Gibraltar 
wirh provifions. 

This conduft betraved a moft unaccountable fcrgctfulnefs of the tics by which they were, 
and had been, fo long conneifted w^ith Great Britain, and of the acknowledged nccclliry of pre- 
ferving tliat balance of power m Europe, ia which Holland was more iimncdiatcly concciiKd 
than any ftate upon the continent. It alfo proved with what fuccefs the enemies of England 
had cxcnecl thcmfclvcs in fetting alidc the political fyftcm that had fo long prevailed in the re- 
public, to the interrupting that intimate and natural friendlliip with the Brithh nation, the 
utility of which to Holland had been demonftrated by the experience ot two centuries, 

lucenfcd at fuch provocations, ilic court of Great Britain was determmed to force an ex- 
plicit anfvvcr from the Statcs-Gencral refpefting their ultimate intentions to this country, — • 

‘ The Britifla ambaffadorat the Hague was therefore diieflcd to renew the rcquifuion for luc- 
cours, &c . ; and he accordingly, on the 21ft of March, prefented a memorial to the following 
purport 


LI z 



268 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

A. n, 

1780 H}gh LViJ Mighty Lordly 

The King, i)iv Maftet, has always cultivated the friendship of your High Mightinefles, 
anti has always confRlcrccl the alliance which has fo long fuhfifted between the two nations, as 
foiuuled on tlic wifeil principles, t\c. 'i'lic piincipal objefts of that alliance, fupported upon 
tltc llrong halls of common intcrctl, arc the fccurity and profperity of the two Hates, the 
niainrcnance of public traiH^HiiUity, and tlu* prefervation of that juft equilibrium, which has 
been fo often troubled by the amlntious policy of the Houfe of Bourbon. 

When the court of Ycrfililes, in direct violation of the public faith, and the common 
right of all fovcrcigns, broke i he peace, by a league made with his Majefty's rebellious fub- 
jefts, which w’as avo’^ved and formally declared by the Marquis c!c PJoai lies ; when France, 
by immenfe preparationsS manifcRcd a de%n to annihilate the mawtime power of England, 
the King thought your High MightinelTcs too fcnfiblc not to fee that the welfare of tlie re- 
public was fo cioicly conneckd with that of Great Britain, as to induce you to hailcn to its 
luccour. One of his Majclly's frft circs was to inform you of all the circumhan.ccs of tliat 
unjuft war j and, in the critical fituntion in which (he King found himfclf, he did not forget 
the interefts of his ancient allies ; but, on the contrary, fhevved the finccrcft dcfiie to favour 
the trade and free navigation of the republic as much as the welfare of his people would per- 
mit. He even refrained a Jong time t^o claim the fiiccours ftipulated by treaty ; and, though 
he fulfilled his own engagements, did not require the lame from your High Mightinefles. — 
The reclamation in queftiou was not made till the united forces of France and Spain were 
ready to fail upon England at once, and attempt a landing with a formidable fleet. Although 
they were fruftiateci in that cntcrpiize, the Kiitg’s enemies arc ftiti meditating the fame pro- 
jech i and it is by the exprefs order of his Majefty* that the underwritten again renews, in 
the moft formal manner, the demand of the fuccours ftipulated by difi'cicnt treaties, and 
particularly that of 1716. 

“ Hitherto your High Mightincflls have been fileiu upon tlfis effcniial aitide; whijft you 
infifted upon a forced interpretation of the treaty of commerce of the year 1674, againft the 
^abufe of which Great Britain at all times prolcficd. This interpretation cannot be rcconcik'd 
with the clear and particular ilipulatiou of the fccret article of the treaty of peace gf the I'aiiie 
vear. An article of a treaty of commerce, cannot annul fo ctentiwal an article of a tu\Uy of 
peaces and both arc exprehly comprehended in the principal treaty of alliance of 167'^, hy 
which vour High M ightir.clFs arc obliged to fiunilh his Majefty with the required fuccours. 
You arc too wife, and too jufl, not to led tint all the engagements between powers ouglit to i>e 
mutually and reciprocally obferved ; and, although they were agreed upon at different pciiod;:, 
flo alike bind the contrading parties. This incontefiable principle is ti.c moic applicable here, 
as the trc«ity of 1716 renews alt the anterior engagements between the crown of England and 
the republic, and, iu a manner, includes them in one. 

“ 'Fhe underwritten had farther orders to declare to your High MightindTcs, that he \v;;s 
fv.'idy to enter into a conference with you to regulate, in an amicable manner, all that was ne- 
edfuy to prevent a mifunderftanding, and every other difagrccahlc event, by concerting inea- 
f ires which fhould be both equitabie apd advaruageous to both countries ; but this amicable 
ovtrrutf V reiufed in a manner as unexpefted and extraordinary, as unufual Ixtwevn two 
fricMuii} ’iis: and without paying any attention cither to the repeated public Or private re- 
prercnruru;iis uhlive to convoys, you not only granted ihefc convoys to difFcrem forts of naviil 
ftores, but more particularly ordered, that a cenaia number of meu of war fliould be ready, 

2 for 



A. 1). 


OP THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 


269 


178a for tbe future, to convoy naval ammunition of all forts to tRe ports of France ; and that at a 
time when the fubjefts, of the rcpuhlic enjoyed, by treaty, a liberty and extent of commerce 
far beyond what the right of nations grants to neutral powers. 

“ This refolution, and the orders given to Rear-admiral Count Byland, to oppofc, by 
force, the fearching of the nierchant-ihi^s, brought on an incident which the fricndfhip of the 
King defired mucii to prevent : but it is notorious that that admiral, in conTequence of his in- 
{Iruftioiis, fired firfl at the boats under Elngliih colours, which were fent to examine the fliips 
in the manfier prcfciibcd by the treaty of 1674. 

** This then is a matn/eft aggreffion, — a direft violation of that fame treaty which your 
High Mightineifes fc(m to look upon as the moft facred of all. His Majefty had beforehand 
made reiterated rtpiercnrations npoiu the ncceifity and juftice of the examination, which had 
taken place in ail :it\3logous circumftarrccs, and is fully authorized by the treaty. 'They were 
apprizxHl in London tlv'it a number of vcfTcls were at the Ttxcl, laden with naval {lores, and 
particularly with mails and large {hip-building timber, ready to fail for France, with, or under 
Dutch convoy. The event proved the truth of thefe informations, as fcveral of thefe velfels 
were found under the find convoy ; and the greateft part of them cfcaped, and furnifhed 
Frai^cc with very efficacious fvipplics, of which they ftood in great need. Whilft: your Higli 
Mightirufies thus aifified the King’s enemies, by favouring the tranfportatioii of thefe fuc* 
cours, you impoftd an heavy penalty on thofe fabjcfls of the republic who lliould fupply the 
garrifou of (iihraitar with provifions, although that place was comprehended in the general 
guHratnee of all the Hritifh poflldfions in Europe ; and although, at tluit moment, Spain had 
tlifiurbcd the trade of the republic in an unprecedented and outrageous manner. 

“ It is not only on ihcfe occafions that the conduft of your High iMightineffes towards the 
King, and towards tbe enemies of his Majcfiy, holds up a ftriking conrraft to tlic impartial 
eyes of all the world : — No one can be ignorant of what pafTcd in the affair of Paul [ones ; — 
the afylum granted to that pirate, \va< diicdlv contrary to tin: treaty of Krcda, in 1667, and 
to your placard, in 1756: — Bcfidos which, although your High MightinclTes have and 

fiill continue to keep, an ahTolutc filence relative to the juft reclamations of his IMajefty, yet, 
upon the fnnple requeft of the King's enemies, you alfurcd them you would obferve a ftricl 
and unlimited neutrality, without any exceptions of the ancient engagements of the rcpublLc, 
founded on the inoft lolemn treaties. * 

** Notwithftanding all this, the King is wdUing to pciTuadc himfelf, tb.at all which iias 
palfcd, is Icfs to be ntirihutcd to the real fcnlimcnrs of y<Mii High Mightinelles, than to the 
artifices of Ids enemies ; who, after fowing difeord brtw cLtn the incmbcrs of the ftates, have, 
by threats and promifes, endeavoured t*.; fet them agalnit tb.cir m-cicnr ally 

“ His Majefty cannot think thru your High IMightin< fibs have rcfolved r(^ a[>andona Uftem 
that the republic has kept to for more chan a century with fo much fuccefi a:ul glory. 

But if fuch is the refolution of your High M ;ghtin'.(]l: ,— if you are dctcranru-d to break 
t\ic alliance with Great Britain, by refufing tt) iulnl yc>ur engagement?, things wiii bear a new 
face : the King will fee any fuch change with a very lenhbic 1 egret, but the confcqueiiccs will 
be necelTary and inevitable. If, by an ot youi High Migluinciles, tiic republic ftiould 
ceafe to be an ally of his Majefty, the relations between the two nations arc totally changed, 
and they have no other conneflions, no other ties, than thole which lubiift between neutral 
powers irj friendlhip and unity. Every treaty being reciprocal, it you will not fulfil your cn- 
gagcmcntSi tlie confequcncc muft: be, tltat thole cu the part of the King ceafe to be any es 
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1 7S0 binding. It is in departing from thefe incontcftablc principles, that his Majcfty has ordertul 
the underwritten to declare to your High Mightinefles, in the moft amicable, but yet themoft 
' ierlcus manner, that if, contrary to his juft expciftations, your High Mightinefles do not, in 
the courfe of three weeks, from the day of the reprefentation of this memorial, give a fatisfac- 
tory anfwer relative to the fuccours reclaimed ciglit months ago, his Majcfty will confidcr 
fuch conduft as breaking off the alliance 011 the part of your High MightindTes, and will not 
look upon the United Provinces in any other light than on the footing of other neutral powers, 
tjnprivileged by treaty; and, conlequcntJy, will fuipend, till further orders, all the particular 
'ftipulations of llie treaties made in favour of the fubjc^Is of the republic, particularly thofe of 
the treaty of 1674, and will only hold to the general principles of the right of nations, vrhich 
ferves as a rule for neutral and unprivileged powers 

(Signed) Joseph Yorjce/* 

To this nitmiorial the following provifional anfwer was givefi : — 

“ That their Higlj Mightinefles arc very ddirous to coincide with the wifhes of his Britifli 
Majcfty, by giving a pofitive anfwer to the memorial delivered by his amhaflador ; but 
that their High MightinclTcs foixTec, that from the nature of the government of the republic, 
it Is impoflibic to return an anfwxr in three weeks time; ns the memorial muft be deliberated 
upon by the dilTcicnt provinces, and their rcfolutious waited for. — Tiiat they arc affured his 
Majcfty would not wifli rigorouHy to keep to tiic before-mentioned time ; but that their High 
Miglitincflcs might be able to conclude upon an anfwer conformable to the conftituiion of the 
republic, in wiiich they had no right to make any alteration ; and they promife to accelerate 
the deliberations upon that head as much as polBblc/’ 

This reply was confide red, and with great jufticc, by the Briiifh miniftry, as a mere evafion* ' 
The States-General had alrcad) been eight months in poiTcffion of tlic requeft now repeated , 
fo that it could be confidered as nothing iefs than an infuU to require a longer time to dcliljc- 
rate upon the hufinefs. It was therefore cktennined bv the court of Great Britain, to put in 
force, coafonfnbly to l!ic notice v^Iuch had been given, liic lufpenfion of the privileges en- 
joyed by tile fuhje< 5 t.> of flollaud, in virtue of tiie conccjlions made in their favour by foniici 
treaties. — The following declaration therefore was pablllhed on the 17th of April ; — 

Whereas, ft nee the commencement of the war in which Great Britain is engaged by tlic 
unprovoked aggreflion of France and Spain, repeated memorials have been prefeuted by liis 
Majefty's ambaiTador to the States -tjencral of the United Provinces, demanding the fuccours 
ilipulatcd by treaty ; to whicli rcquifition, though ftrongly called upon in tlic iaft memorial, 
of the 21ft; of March, their High MightinclTcs have given no anfwer, nor fignifled any inten- 
tion of compliance therewith : and, whereas by the noii-pt*rf>rmancc of the clcareft engage- 
ments, they defert the alliance that has fo long fubfifted between ibe crown of (ircat Kiltain 
and the republic, and place. ihemfelvcs in the condition of a neutral power, bound to this 
kingdom by no treaty, every principle of wifdom and juflice rc<juircs that his Majcfty ihouIJ 
confldcr tiicm henceforward as ftanding only in that diftant relation in which they have placed 
tlicmfdves. — His Majcfty, therefore, having taken tliis matter into liis royal confldcrailon, 
doth, by and with the advice of his privy council, judge it expedient to carry into imaiediatc 
execution thofe intentions which were formally notified in the memorial prefeated by his am* 
baiTador on the 2ifl: of March laft, and prc^ufly fignificd in an official verbal declaration, 
made by Lord Vifeount Stormont, one ofiiis Majefty’s piincipa! fccrctaries of ftatc, to Count 
Weliieren, envoy extraordinary and plrnipotetitiary from the republic, nearly about two 

* inoiulis. 
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8o months before the delivery of the aforefaid memorial. —For thefe caufes, his Majefty, by and 
' with the advice of his privy council, doth declare, that the fubjea$ of the United Provinces 
arc henceforward to be confidered upon the fame footing with thofc of other neutral ftates not 
privileged by treaty ; and his Majefty doth hereby fufpend, provifionally, and till further 
order, all the particular (lipulatioui icfpciSting the freedom of navigation and commerce, in 
time of war, of the*fubjcft$ of the States-, General, contained in the fevcral treaties now fub- 
liiling between iiis Majefty and the republic, and more particularly thofe contained in the 
marine treaty between Great Britain and the United Provinces, concluded at London, De- 
cember -/ri *674. 

** From a humane regard to the Intercfts of individuals, and « defire to prevent their fuf- 
fering by any furprizc, his Majefty* See, doth declare, that the effbft of this his Majefty’s 
order Ihall take place at the following terms, via. 

“ In tiic Channel and the North fcas, twelve days after the date hereof. 

From the Channel, the Biitilh fcas, and the North fcas, as far as the Canary ifiands in- 
clufively, cither in the ocean or Mediterranean, tljc term fhall be fix weeks, from the afore- 
faid date* 

** Three months from the faid Canary iilands as far as the equinoftial line or equator. 

And, )aftly, fix months beyond the faid line or equator, and in all other parts of the 
world, without any exceptiefn, or other more particular defeription of time and place. 

(Signed) Stiphe.v Cottrel.’' 

The beginning of this year was alfo marked by a very extraordinary meaiarc adopted In the 
novtii of Europe, where a power, wdiich, however great in itfclf, was of little rnantinic confe- 
qucncc, now took upon her to difVatc a new code of maritime laws to mankind, in many 
refpcfls effcntialiy diftcring from tliofc which had, for fevera! hundred years, been eiiabiillicd 
amongft commercial nations, and went dircftly to the dcftruftioii of that fuvereignty or pre- 
tnfincnce on the ocean, which had been fo long claimed and maintained by this country : tliii 
was the mamfcfto or declaration ilTucd by the court of Petcriburg, on the 26th of Februarv, 
to the courts of London* of Vesfaillcs, and of Madrid i whicli wa;? the firft ftep towards form- 
ing that powerful naval confederacy bewcen the northern powers, to which nioft of the neu- 
tral ftates afterwards acceded. — Of a tranfaflion fo new to the commercial world, we fliaii bor- 
row the following brief account from the pen of a gentleman, who, fioin fituation and talents, 
was perfefily ([ualificd to write on the fubjeft'. 

** llic jeahuify cntcjtaincd by the marhiinc powers of Europe of the pve-cmincncc cxerci- 
fed by Great Britain at fca, had operated hitherto but covertly atul indirectly. Expefting that 
the union of the Houle of Bourbon w^ould have proved fufticieat to give it an effectual ciicck, 
tiicy had remained palEve fpeftators of a conteft, which tiicy imagined wouKi not fail to ter- 
ininate to the difadvaniage of tljis country : fo great and potent a combination ns tiiat of 
France, Spain, and Amcilca, feemed to promife, without any additional aid, to bring the 
maritime flrength of Britain to that ftate of diminution, which was the gtiicial vvifh and aim 
of European politic?. 

“ But when it was found th«it the fpirit and exertions of this country were fuch, as afforded 
little liopc that even tliis mighty confederacy would fucceed in conipaffing tills long defired ob- 
jeft, a determination was taken by all the remaining powers 10 form a naval combination, in 
order to effeft it. ' 


Pretences 
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1 7^0 Preicnccs fora meafiire o/this kind were not wanting#— -The a £ijvity and number of Bri- 
tiih privotcers had rendered them miivcifal objects of terror, not only to the commercial 
ping of their enemies, but to the numerous veilcls belonging to other powers, that were ciii- 
}>l‘ >yed in furniihing them with fuch articles as were not conliflcnt with a and lair neu- 

trality. Goods coming under this defeription, iujlbc plaineft and moft incontrovertible inati- 
ncr, were nevcrthelcfs often made a fubjeft of litigation, and the letter of treaties was wrefied, 
in order to put a wrong Intcrjjfrctation upon them, in evident contradiftion of the fpirit by 
which they were didlatcd. 

‘‘ As Uie Britflh mini’ftry infilled, on the other hand, on the propriety and lawfulncfs of 
f.izing articles of this ii^turc, contentions arofc between Great Britaiii and the various powers 
to which the vc/lels laden with fuch articles belonged# Indeed, the right of preventing fup- 
plies from being, carried to the enemy was fo manifdt, that nothing but an inclination to make 
ufc of any opportunity to quarrel with this nation, could have prompted that eagernefs with 
which alhEurope feemed to confpire in rcfuhng to admit the’ validity of arguaicnts upon which 
the condu£l of the Britilh government was founded. ' 

The principles alleged in its defence were derived from ancient and long received prac- 
tice : they had, for ages, conllituted that part of the law of nations which relates to the ufages 
cllahlinicd in civilized countries in times of war. They formed fo powerful a barrier to the 
defigns in agitation againlt Great Britain, that while their validity was allowed, no jufl com- 
plaint could be framed againfl the condufl of the Britilh miniftry. 

“ The only method therefore ,to arraign it, was to call in qiieftion the reftitude of thofe 
principles, and to cftahlilTi a new fyftcm of maritime laws, contrary to thofc which had been 
fo long in force. By thefe means, the pretences of Britain would be overthrown, and the 
light the claimed of intercepting thcfuppiies carried to her enemies would be entirely annulled. 

That power which took the lead in the promulgation of tliis new fyftem was Rulbai — 
a power that ought, according to all the rules of what feemed jufl policy, to have aflcd a 
friendly part to Britain, and to have difcountcnanccd a mcafurc which tended fo mariifellly to 
injure her. 

It was under the proteiflion of thefe ancient maxims and cuHonis, tliat Britain main- 
tained the arduous confiift againtl fo many powerful enemies, with no fmall fuccefs : — It was 
‘ tor that rcafon alone, tliat Europe determined they fliould undergo a total alteration. 

“ Whatever might be the fecrct motives for fucii an extraordinary determination in the 
court of RulTia, it w^as with jail furprizc the court of Great Britain received notice that it had 
formed a code of naval regulations, which militated, in the mofl dir<*<fl martner, againft the 
pradiccs hitherto obferved in Europe, and were evidently Jcvclied at the maritime power of 
this country. 

was a matter of peculiar aflonifhment that RufTia fhouid be at the head of a combina- 
tion fo injurious to Great Britain. The favours Ihc had received from the Britiih govern- 
ment, in her late war with the Turks, and ftiil more, the commercial benefits refulting from 
a connexion with this country, feempd to fecure the good-will of Rufba, and even its afTif- 
unce, in cafe of neoeffity : little therefore wa.s it expected, that it fhouid prove Uie firft of all 
European potentates in that inimical declaration, the intent of whicli was to deprive Great 
Britain of the principal rcfourccs^that enabled her to maintain her ground in the midfl: of io 
many diiTicaitiet. 


In 
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1780 In taking a ftep of fuch an unprecedented nature^ Ruflla had previoufly ufed the precau- 
tion of fccuring the concurrence of all her neighbours : — So fonnidablc was the iinprelTioa of 
the power and fpirit of England, notwirliftanding the perils which furrouncied her, that none 
of the northern 'powers durft prefume, alone and unfuppoitcd by the others, to enter tljc lifis 
againft her in fuch an hoftilc and dccifivc manner. 

Denmark and Sweden accordingly j4)incd with RulTia in this naval confederacy , to which 
Holland, and cvxu Portugal, were invited to accede : fo prevalent and ib powerful was ilu 
univcrlal malevolence to Britain, and fo unqucfiionnbly was it reputed the ialcicft of Europe 
to co-operate in the Inimiliation of her maritime grandeur. lu this manner was foimcd that 
afibciation of the neutral powers of Europe againft this country, which alllmied the denomi- 
nation of I'hi: Armed Neutrality.” 


As this tranfa£fion was, iii all its circumftancc?., fo very CKtraordinary, and produced fuch 
a bold innovation on the commercial law of nations, we fhall not only give tlic coiiveniioii 
for an armed neutrality at large, hut ftiall precede it with the different declarations ol the neu- 
tral dates, and the anfwcrs of the belligerent powers. 

Declaration of tlie Etnprefs of Ruffia, to the courts of London, of Vcrfaillcs, and of Madrid : 

** The Emprefs of Rullla has fo well manifefted the fentimeius of jufticc, of ei|uity, and of 
moderation, by winch llic is animated, and has given fuch convificing proofs, during tlie war 
wliicli Ihc fuftained againft the Ottoman Porte, of tlfc drift regard which file has for the ric,ht^> 
of neutrality, and the lihcity of commerce in general, tliat file may fairly appeal to the tef- -- 
mony of all Europe. This conduft, as well as the principles of impartialitv winch dn; 
manifeded during this prefent war, might have infpirccl her with the juft confidence, that her 
fubjcfU would likewife peaceably enjoy the fruit of their induftry, and of the adwantagfs be- 
longing to all neutral nations. Experience has, however, proved the contrary, not thcfeco’;- 
dderations, nor the regard due and picfcribcd by the univerfal law of nations, have prev cru:.! 
her Inipciial Majefty’s fubjeftx from being often molefted in their nrivigation, and retarded in 
their operations, by the finps and privateers of tlie belligerent ])Owcis. 

**■ Ehrfe vexations olVercd to the liberty of commerce in general, and to tliat of Ruilia in 
particular, arc of fuch a^natuve, as to excite the attention of fovereigm*, and of all neutral 
nations. Her Imperial Maicily finds herfelf under the obligation cf ficcing hnfclf therefrom, 
!)y all means compatible with her dignity, and the welfare of her fubjefts : — But before fine 
means to come to any ferious meafurcs, and in order fmccrely to prevent all new mifur.der- 
ftandings, her Imperial Majelly has thouglu it juft and equitable to expoic to tlic eves of all 
Europe, tlic principles which the has adopted fur her conduft, and which are the moft proper 
to prevent all future ciifagrcemcnt. Her Imperial Majefty docs this with fo much the nioie 
confidence, as flic finds iludV principles contained in the laws of the primitive people, which 
all nations have a right to chum, and which the belligerent powers cannot invalid.itc, without 
violating the law's of neutrality, and without difowning the maxims whicli tijeyhtoe adoptui 
tlicmfclvcs, in tlieir dillcrcnt ticailcs and public cngagcincnis. d hey arc contained in ihc toU 
lowing points 

L I'hat neutral fiiips fhall enjoy a free navigation, even from port to port, and on the 
coafls of the belligerent powers. 

il. That aU effefts belonging to the fubjefts of fiic faiJ ludligcrcnt powers, fiiall be 
looked upon as free on board fuch neutral Ihips, except only luch goods as arc ftipulatcd to he 
comraband. 


VoL. IV. 
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III. Tbat her Imperial Majefty, for die proper undcrflanding of this, refers to the arti- 
cles X. and ‘XI. of her treaty of commerce with Great BrkaiiJ, cictending her oWigatioiis to 
all the other belligerent powers. 

** IV. That in order to determine what chara£lcrizes a port blocked op, that denoinina- 
tion flull not be granted 1 >ut to fuch places before which there are a<SitialIy a nnenber of enemy’s 
ihips ftationed near enough, fo as to make its entry dangerous. 

V. That thefe principles Ihall ferve as rules in the judicial proceedings and fentences 
upon the legality of prizes. 

Her Imperial Majefty, in tnanifcfting thofc principles before all Europe, at the fame time 
declares, that fhe is firmly rcfolved to maintain them, and in order to proteft the honour of 
her flag, and the fecurity of the commerce and navigation of her fubjefts againft whotnfotver ; 
in confeqiience whereof, flue has given an order to'fit out a coniidcrablc part of her naval 
forces. This racafurc has, however, no influence on the flrift and rigorous neutrality whicli 
her Imperial Majefty is rcfolved rcligioufly to obferve, and which file lhall obferve as long as 
J(lie lhall not be provoked and forced to depart from thofc principles of moderation and perfedi 
impartiality. It is only in tliis extremity that her fleet will be ordered to aft, wlicrcvcr her 
honour, intcreft, and neceflity Ihall require. 

“ In giving this formal affuraiice, with all the franknefs fo congenial to her charafter, her 
Imperial Majefty cannot but expeft tiiat the belligerent powers, fcufible of the fentiments of 
juftice and equity with which flic is animated, will contribute to the accomplifhmcnt of her 
falutary views, which tend fo manifeftly to the welfare of all nations, and to the advantages 
even of thofc at war ; that in confcquencc thereof, they will provide their courts of admiralties, 
their officers, and commanders, witli proper inftruftions, analogous and conformable to the 
principles here above-mentioned, and drawn from the primitive code of peoples, and fo often 
adopted in their own conventions. 

** Teterjluig^ February 1780. (Signed) CatTHARINa/' 

And lower, 

‘‘ By order of her Imperial Majefty, 

(Signed) “ Panin/" 

Declaration of the King of Denmark to the fame courts : — 

If the moft exaft and perfeft neutrality, with the moft regular navigation, and the mofi: 
riiviolablc refpeft to treaties, could have kept free the commerce of the lubjefts of the King of 
Denmark and Norway from the inroads of the powers with whom !ie 15 at peace, free and in- 
dependent, It would not be neceflary to take mcafures to infurc to his fubjefts that liberty to 
which they have the moft incontrovertible right. The King of Denmark has always founckd 
his glory and his grandeur upon the eftcem and confidence of other people. It has been his 
Twie, from the beginning of his reign, to teftify to all the powers, his friends, a conduft tlic 
moft capable of convincing them of his pacific intentions, and of his defire to contribute to 
the genera! bappinefs of Europe. His proceedings have always been conformable to thefe 
principles, againft which nothing can. be alleged; he has not, till now, addreflTed himfcif but 
to the powers at war to obtain a redrefs of his griefs ; and he has never wanted moderation iti 
his demands, nor acknowledgments, when they have received the fuccefs they deferved.— But 
the neutral navigation has been tpo often moleftcd, and the moft innocent commerce of his 
fubjefts too frequently troubled ; fo that the King finds himfelf obliged to take proper mea- 
f arcs to affurc to himfelf and allies, the fafety of commerce and navigation, and the malnte- 
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1780 nance of tfac infeparablc rigjits of liberty and independence. If the ditties of neutrality arc 
facrcd» die lavr of nations has alfo its rigfrts, avowed by allimpartial powers, eftabJiflIed by 
cuftorn, and founded upon equity and reafon. A nation independent and neuter, docs not 
lofc by the wars of others the rights which Ihc had’ before the war, bccauic peace exifts between 
her and all the belligerent powers, Widtout receiving or being obliged to follow the laws of 
either of them, (he is allomd to follow, in all places, (contraband excepted) tlic traffic which 
fhc would have a right to do, if peace cxifted with all Europe, as it exifts with her. The 
King pretends to nothing beyond what the neutrality allows him : — This is his rule, and that 
of his people ; and die King cannot accord to the priticiple, that a power at war has a right to 
interrupt the commerce of his fubjefts. He thinks it due to himfeif and his fuhjefls, faithful 
obfervers of thefe rules, and to the powers at war themfelves, to declare to them the following 
principles, which he has always held, and which he will always avow and maintain, in con- 
cert widi the Emprefs of all the Ruffias, whofc fentiraents he finds entirely conformable with 
his own/’ 

[Here follow the propofed principles of neutrality, cxaftly corrcfpondlng wnth thofc adopted 
by Ruffia.] 

Declaration of the King of Sweden to the fame courts 

Ever fince the beginning of the prefent war, die King has taken particular care to mani- 
ftft his intentions to all Europe. He impofed upon himfeif the law of a perfect neutrality ; he 
fulfilled all the duties thereof with the moft fcrupuloiis exaftitude: and, in eonfcquencc there- 
of, he thought himfeif entitled to all the prerogatives naturally appertaining to the qnalifica** 
tion of a fovercign perfcflly neuter. But notwiihfianding this, his commercial fuhjefts have 
been obliged to claim his proteftion, and his Majefty has found himfeif under the neceffity to 
grant it to them. 

To cfFeft this, the King ordered, laft year, a certain number of mc?i of war to be fitted 
out. He employed a part thereof on the coarts of his kingdom, and the rert ferved as convoys 
for the Swcdiliii mcrchant-fhips, in tJic diilerent fcas which the commerce of his fubjefts re- 
quired them to tuvigatc. He acquainted the fcveral bclilgercnt powers with thefe mcafures, 
and was preparing to continue the fame during the courfe of this year, when other courts, who 
had likewile adopted a perfect neutrality, communicated their fenlimcnts unto him, which 
the King found entirely conformable to his own, and tending to the fame ohiedh 

** The Emprefs of Ruffia caufod a declaration to be delivercvl to th.c courts of London, 
Verfaillcs, and Madrid, in which fhc acquainted them of her refolution to protect tliC com- 
merce of her fubjefts, and to defend the univerfal rights and prerogatives of neutral natiorjs. — 
T his declaration vvas founded upon fuch jult principles of the law of nations, 5:nd thi hij- 
Cfting treaties, that it was impolfible to call them into quertiom The King ibunJ them en- 
tirely concordant with his own caufo, and with the treaty concIuJed in the rear 1O66, between 
Sweden and France; and' his Majefty could not forbear to acknowlc Jgc and to adopt the fiunc 
principles, not only with regard to thofc powers with whom the find ireaties are in force, but 
alfo with regard to fuch others as arc already engaged in the prefent war, or may he involved 
therein hereafter, and with whom the King has no treaties to reclaim. Jr is the univerfal law ; 
and when there arc iw particular engagements cxilVuig, it becomes oblijytror y upoTi alj nations. 

** In confcqucnce thereof, the King declares hereby again, tiiat he^vvill oblVrvc the fame 
ncutralitjs and with the fame exaditude as he has hitherto done. Ho will enjoin all his Tub- 
je£ls, undec rigorous pains, not. to arft in any manner whatcvei Contrary to the duties vvlhcli a 

Mm 2 fuict 
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1780 ftrifl neutrality Impofes upon them ; but he will cffcftually proteft their lawful commerce, by 
all poHible means, whenever they carry on the fame conformably to the principles here above- 

inenfioncil.” 

But previous to the court of Sweden’s final acceffion to the neutral confederacy propofed by 
Runia, ihc required an explanation from that court relative to the following particulars : — 

!• How, and in what manner, a reciprocal proteftion and mutual afliftance fhall be 
given ? 

II . Whether each particular power fhall be obliged to proteft the general commerce ot 
the whole ; or, if in the mean time, it may employ a part of its armament in the protc6\ion of 
its own particular commerce ? 

III. If fcveral of thefe combined fquadrons fhpuld meet, or, for example, one or more 
of their veflels, what fhall be the rule of their conduft towards each other, and how far fluU 
the neutral proteftion extend ? 

IV. It feems cflential to agree upon the manner in w'hich reprefentations fhall be made 
to the powers at war, if, notwithftanding our mcafurcs, their fhips of war, or armed vcflcls, 
Ihould continue to interrupt our commerce in any manner.— Mu ft thefe remonftranccs be 
made in the general name of the united powers, or lliall each particular power plead its own 
caufe only P 

V. Laftly, It appears cllentially neceflary to provide againft this polHblc event, — where 

one of the united powers feeing itfeif driven to extremities againft any of the powers actually 
at war, fliould claim the afliftancc of the allies in this convention to do her jufticc : in what 
manner can this be beft concerted r — A circumftancc which equally rctiuircs a ftipulation, that 
the reprifals, in that cafe, fliall not be at the will of fuch party injured, but that the common 
voice iliall decide : otherwife, an individual power might, at its pleafure, draw the reft, againft 
their inclinations and intcrefts, into difagrecablc extremities, or break the whole league, and 
reduce matters into their original ftatc, which would render the whole fruitiefs, and of no 
tfieft. # 

To thefe queries the court of Ruflia returned the following anfwcr : — 

“ L As to the manner in wdiich protection and mutual afliftancc fhall be granted, it iindt 
be fettled by a formal convention, to which all the neutral powers will he invited ; the piin« 
cipal end ofwdiicii is, to infurc a free navigation to the rncrcliant-lhips of all nations. When- 
ever fuch veffei fhall have proved, from its papers, that it carries no contraband goods, the 
proteflion of a fquadron, or veffcls of war, fhal! be granted her, under whofe care ihc fliail 
put hcrfelf, and which fhall prevent her being interrupted. — From hence it follows : 

** II. That each power muft concur in tlic general fecurity of commerce. In the mean 
time, the better to accomplilli this obje£l, it will be neceflury to fettle, by means of a fcparaie 
article, the places and diftances which may be judged proper for the ftation of each power.— 
From that method will arife this advantage, that all the fquadrons of the allies will form a kind 
of chain, and be able to afllift each other: the particular arrangement to be confined only to 
the knowledge of the allies, though the convention, in all other points, will be communica- 
ted to the powers at war, accompanied with all the proteftations of a ftrift neutrality. 

“ 111. It is undoubtedly the principle of a perfeft equality w'hich muft regulate this point. 
Wc fliall follow the common mode with regard to fafety, — In cafe the fquadrons fliould meet 
and engage, the cAnmanders will conform to the ufages of the fea-fervicc; bccaofc, as is ob- 
ferved above, the reciprocal proteflion, under thefe conditions, Ihould be unlimited. 

“ IV. It 
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1780 IV. It feems expedient, that the reprefentations mentioned in this article, be made by 
the party aggrieved ; and that the iniiiiflers of tlic other confederate powers fupport ihofc rc- 
monftrances in the moll: forcible and efficacious manner. 

“ V. Wc fed all the importance of this confidcration j and, to render it dear, it is nccef- 
fary to diftlnguifh the cafe. 

If any one of the allied powers Hiotild faffer jtfclf to be drawn 1:1 by motives contrary to 
tl)C cflabliflicd pririciplcs of a neutrality and perfeft impartiality, Ihould injure its laws, or ex- 
tend their bounds, it cannot certainly be expeded that the others Hiould efpoufe the quarrel ; 
on the contrary, fuch a conduft would be deemed an abandoning the ties which united them. 
But if the infult olFcrcd to one of the allies ftiould be lioftiic to the principles adopted and an- 
nounced in tlic face of all Europe, or Ihould be marked witli the charaftcr of hatred and ani-' 
molity, infpired by rclentinent, tlidb common meafurcs of the confederation, which have 
no other tendency than to make, in a precife aiul irrevocable manner, laws for the liberty of 
commerce, and the riglits of every neutral nation, — then it lhall be held indirpenfabie for the 
united powers to make a common caufe of it, (at Tea only) widiout its being a ground-work: 
for other operations, as thefe connexions arc purely maritime, having no other objeX than, 
naval commerce and navigation. 

‘‘ From all that is faid above, it evidently refults, that the common will of all, foinuled 
upon the principles admitted and adopted by the dontraXing parties mnft alone decide,, and 
that it will always be the fixed bails of the conduX and operations of This union. I'inallv, 
we lhall obferve, that thefe conventions fuppofe no other naval armament than what lhall he 
conformable to circumftanccs, according as thole lhall render tlicm neccflary, or as may he 
agreed. It Is probable that this agreement, once ratified and eftabli filed, will be of llie grratclt 
confequence , and that the belligerent powers will find in* it fufficient motives to perfuade tli/m 
to refpeX the neutral fiag, and prevent their provoking the refentment of a rel'pcXaldr coin * 
muuion, founded under the aulpiccs of the moil evident jufticc, and the foie idea of vviiich h 
received with the univerfal applaufc of all impartial biurope.’* 

The following anfwer w^as given by his Britannic Majefty to the declaration of the Em * 
piefs of RufTia : — 

During tlie courfe of the war wherein his Britannic Majefty finds himfclf engaged, 
through the unprovoked aggreffion of France and Spain, ho hath confiantly manifefled his 
fentiments of jui^icc, equity, and moderation, in every part ot his conduX. lbs Maidly 
hath aXed towards friendly and neutral powers according to their own prcccdnrc refpeXing 
t iieat Britain, and conforrnal^iy to the clcarcll principles gcnerallv acknowledged as the laws 
of nations, bcir.g tlic only law between powers where no treaties fublift, and agrecabiy to the 
tenor of his different engagements vvitli other powers; thofc engagements have altered tlijo 
primitive law, by mutual iUpuiations, proportioned to the will and convenience of the con- 
tiaXing parties. 

Strongly attached to her Majefiy of all the R iifiias, by the tic of reciprocal friciullhip and 
common intcreft, the King, from the commencement of thofc troubles, gave the moft pre** 
Cife orders refpeXing the ffag of her Imperial Majefty, and the commerce ol her fubjeXs, 
agreeably to the laws of nations, and the tenor of the engagements ftipulated by his treaty of 
commerce w’iih her, and to which lie lhall adhere with tiic moll icrupulous cxaXacfsr 

“ The orders to this intent have been rencw'.d, and tlic utmoll care will be taken for their 
fliiXcft execution. 
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1780 It luay prefuined, that aot the Icail? ijrregjularitjr will happen;. b«t iia cafe any infringe-^ 
inent contrary to tljcfe repeated orders ta^e place*, the co«Vts of adiuIraJtyv wbicli in tbi«, like 
all other countries, arc eftabliflied to take* cog'<\i2ancc of fuch matters, and m all cafes do 
judge fo lely by the laws; of nation^,, and by the fpccific Aipulations of different treaties, will 
redrefs every hardlhip in fo equitable a manner, that her Imperial Majcfty (hall be petfcftly 
fatisfied, and acknowicdgje a liko^fpirit of jtrfticc •which flic hcrfcif pofleffes.’' 

Anfwcr of the French King to tlte declaration of tlic Emprefs of Ruffia : — 

The war in which the King finds hi mlelf engaged, having no other objefl than his at-» 
tachment to the principles of porfc ft; liberty at fea, lus Majefly could not but with great fatis-. 
faftion behold the Empicls of Ruflia adopting the fame principles, and at die fame time ex-, 
prethnga Arm rcfolution to maintain them* VUhat her Imperial Majefty claims from tlie bel- 
ligerent powers, is nothing elfe than the rules prefenbed to the' French na^vv; the exccutioa 
whereof is maintained with an cxaflituclc known and applauded by all Europe. 

The freedom of ootntnercc of neutral fhips, rcflrarncd only in a very few cafes, is the 
direft refult of the law of nature, the fafe^gutrd of nations, the relief even of thofc who are 
afflifted by the calamities of war* The King has therefore been always defirous to procure, 
not only to the fubjcfls of the Emptefs of Rulfia, but alfo to thofc of all other ftates. that have 
adopted a flrift neutrality, the liberty to navigate the feas on the fame conditions as are tneu- 
tioned in the declaration, to which hi* Majefty is hereby giving an anfwcr. 

The King flattered himfelf with having made; a great ftep towards the genera! welfare, and 
with having prepared a glorious acra for his reign, in fixing, by his example, the rights whicl^ 
all belligerent povvers might, and fbould acknowledge, as belonging to neutral fhips. His 
liopes have not been decrcafcd, fince the Emprefs of Ruifia, in adopting the ftri^^eft neutrality, 
has declared herfelf for the fame fyftem, which the King maintains at the .price of the blood 
of his people ; and as fhe claims the fame rights whkh hh Majefty wilhes to make the foun« 
dation of a maritime code of law. 

If it were neceffary to ifluc frclh orders, that the fhips of her Imperial Mnjefty^s fuHjcfls 
might not be aoder any apprehenfioH of being interrupted in their navigation by any of the 
King's fubjefts, his Majefty would be very ready to ifluc them ; but the Emprefs of Rulfia 
will undoubtedly rely on his I^fajefty's difpofitiom, which are contained in the different regu- 
lations tiiat have been publilhed. They do not depend upon circumftances ; — they arc fouaded 
upon the law of nations ; — and they arc becoming a Prince who is happy enough to find al- 
ways in the general psofperity the meafurc of that of his kingdom. The King only wifhes 
that her Imperial Majefty would more explicitly fix the nature of racrchandis&es which lh.iH be 
reputed contraband in times of war, and givc morc prccifc rules for the form of clearances, 
and other papers, wherewith the Ruffian fhips ihall be provided* 

With this precaution, his Majefty is well alTurcd that no accident whatever will happen, 
which might make him repent to have rendered, as much as lay in his power, the condirion 
of tho Rutflian navigators as advantageous as it is poffiblo in time of war. Other happy cir- 
cumftances have already convinced both courts, at fcvcral times, of what confcqacnoj it is to 
explain themfelvos with frmiknefs and fincority upon their rcfpeffivc intcrefts. 

The Kini^is happy-^in having aw opportunity to exprefs to her Imperial Majefty his fen- 
timenu upon apoifH fo interefting to Ruifia, and all the commercial powers of Europe. — 
And he appiiiuds. the more fincerely the principles and views whidi dircft» tha Emprefs of 
Ruflia, as his Majefty ukes part in the fentimeats and motives which have engaged that Priii- 

cefs 
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ijto cds to a<ilopt iweafores^ fiom which fblid advantages will undoubtedly s^eftih, not only to her 
fabjodrsy but aUb to all nations. 

VrrfailleSf Afrit 1780. 

Anfwcr from the King of Spain to the Declaration of the Emprefs of Rnflia. 

** The King facing informed of the Etnprefs’s fcntimcnis with rcfpcQ: to the l>elHgcrcnt and 
neutral powers, by a incmorial reniittt<ii»to the Comte dc Florida Bianca, on the 15th inftant, 
by Mr. Etkmnc dc Zinowief, Minifler to her Imperial Majefty : the King confiders this as the 
efFcft of a jtjft confidence which his Majefty has on his part merited ; and it is yet more agree- 
able that the principles adopted by this fovereign ftiould be the lame as have always guided the 
King, and which his Majefty has for a long time, but without fuccefs, endeavoured to caufc 
England to obferve, while Spain remained neuter. Thefe principles arc founded in jufticc, 
equity and moderation; and thefe fame principles Rufiia and all the other powers have expe- 
rienced in the rcfokitions formed by Ills Majefty ; and it has been entirely owing to the con- 
duft of the Englilh navy, both in the laft and the prefent war, (a conduit wholly fubverfive 
of the received rules among neutral powers) that his Majefty has been obliged to follow their 
example ; fince the Englifh paying no rcfpc£l to a neutral flag, if the fame be laden with eflcfls 
belonging to the enemy, even if the articles Ihoald not be contraband, and that flag not ufing 
any means of defending itfclf, there could not be any juft caufc why Spain Ihould not make 
reprifais, to indcmfflfy licifclf for the great difaeV^antages flic muft othcrwlfe labour \mdcr. 
The neutral powers; liave alfo laid thcmfelvcs open to the inconvcnicncies they have fnflered, 
by furnifliing themlelvcs with double papers, and other artifices 10 prevent the capture of their 
velTcls ; from wfliich have followed captures and detentions innumerable, and other difagrec- 
able confeqiKuccs, though in lealiry not fo prejudicial as pretended; on the contrary, foine 
of thefe deteiuions have turned to the advantage of the proprietors, as the goods, being fold in 
the port where they were condemned, have frequently gone off at a higher price than thiCy 
would ha\c done at tlie place of their deftination. 

7 'he Kiiig, ncvcrihelefs, not contented with thefe proofs of his juftification, which have 
been manifeft to ail Europe, will this day have the glory of being the firft to give the example 
of refpefling the neutral flag of all the courts that have confented, or fhail confent, to defend 
h, till his Majefty finds what |xirt the Englilh navy takes, and whether they will, together 
with their privateers, keep within proper hounds. And to fhew to all the neutral powers how 
much Spain is defirous of obferving the fame rules in time of war as flic was Jireftrd by wlfilil 
neuter, his Majefty conforms to the other points contained in the declaration of Riilfia. To 
be underftood, nevcrtbelefs, that, with regard to the blockade of Gibraltar, the danger of 
entering fubfifts, as determined by the fourth article of the faid declaration. Thefe dangcu; 
may, however, be avoided by the neutral powers, if they conform to thofc rules of prccautioa 
eftablifhed by his Majefly’s declaration of the 13th of lafl March, which has been commuiii- 
cated to the egurt of Peierfl>arg by his niiniftcr. 

** At Aranju€%r April 1^6, 1780. Florida Elaxca.’* 

Emprefs of Ruffians memorial to the States Gcncrah 
High and Mighty Lords ^ 

The under-written envoy extraordinary from her Majefty the Emprefs of all the Ruffias. 
has the honour to communicate hereby a copy of a declaration, which the Emprefs, his fo\e- 
reign, has made to the different powers aft ually at war. Your High Migluineffes will un- 
doubtedly look upon this communication as a particular mark of her imperial Majefty’s attcr. • 
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1780 tion for this republic, equally intcreflccl in the reafons which have given rife to this declara- 
tion. He has moreover orders to declare, in the name other Imperial Majcfty, that, as .much 
as (he defires to maintain, during the prefent war, the inoft perfeft neutrality, as much will 
flic be jealous to maintain, by the moft elBcacious means, the honour of tlie Ruffian flag, and 
the fccurity of comnicicc, and navigation of licr fubjefts, and will not fuller the lead infringe- 
ment or molcftation from any of the belligerent ppwcis : that, in order to avoid, on this occa- 
lion, all mifuuderftandings, or falfe interpretations, her Imperial Majdly has thought proper 
to fpecify, iu her declaration, the limits of a free commerce, and what is to be underftood by 
contraband ; that if the definition of the firft is founded on the moft limplc and dear notions, 
and fully and mod explicitly determined by the law of nature, that of the laft is taken literally 
by her Impel iai Majefly, from the treaty of commerce between Ruflia and Great Britain : 
that by tlicic means her Imperial Majefly proves incontcflal)!y her good faith and impartiality 
towards all parties, and conrequcnily may expeft that all the oilier commercial powers will be 
the more expeditious to accede to her way of thinking concerning the nciitraliry. 

W ith thefe views her Imperial Majefly has ordered tiie under- written envoy extraordinary 
to invite your High Mightincfics to make a common caiifc vviili licr, in fo far as this union 
may fevve to protect commerce and navigation, in obferving at the fame time the mofl exafl: 
neutrality, and to iignify unto them the mcal'urcs her Imperial Majeity has taken in conic- 
<juence thereof. « 

** The like invitation has already been given to the com is of Copenhagen, of Stockholm, 
and of Liibon, in order that, by the united care of all the neutral maritime powers, the navi- 
gation of all the neutral trading nations may be cflablifhcd and legalized, and a fyftcm adopted, 
/bunded upon juflicc, apd which by its real advantage may ferve for rules for future ages. 

ld)C‘ under-written envoy extraordinary makes not the Icaft doubt that your High Migh- 
tineffes will take her Imperial Majefty’s invitation into immediate conficlcration, and that tlic’\ 
will concur with her in making without delay a declaration to the belligerent powers, found. J 
upoji the fame principles as thofe of her Imperial Majefly, and that they wnil explain tiu:m- 
jclvts at the fame time concerning the proteftion of their commerce and navigation, and of 
the nature of contraband,, conformably to the exprefs terms of their particular iieatics with 
the other nations. 

The under-written envoy extraordinary has moreover the lionour to affure yourHi;;:i 
Mightinefles, that if, in order to cftablilh upon a folk! foundation a Ijftem as gloi ious as it i 
advantageouf) to the welfare of the navigation in general, they Ihould be ijiclincd to begin a nr- 
goclatioii with the above-mentioned neutral powers, fa as to cftablilh a particular convention 
on this fubjeO, her Imperial Ivlajcfty will be ready to take a part in if. 

Your High Mightineffes will caflly perceive the neceflity of accelerating their rdbhitlons 
upon objefts as important as they arc advantageous to humanity in general : the imdcr-vvi ittcir 
envoy extraordinary begs the fa\ our of a fpeedy atifvvcr. 

“ (Signed,) 

Jt the Hufur, April 1780. Dimitri pR ixr e nii G a j, lit z ix.' 

'Pile naval treaty, or convention, for an aimed neutrality, concluded at Copenlingcii, 
lune 28, 1780, O. S. between her Majefty the Emprefs of Rudia, and his Majclly the Kin;; 
of Dcnniaik and Norway, for the prefervaiion of the libci ty of the commerce and navigation 
of ueuler nations ; to which his Majefly tlic King of Sweden, and their High Mightinefles the 
. , States 
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1780 States General of the United Provinces acceded, and vcfpt“<fH’,eJy figned the fame at Peterf- 
burg, on the 21ft of July, 1780, and the 5lh of January, 1781 ; which was as follows : 

** Whereas the commerce and navigation of neuter powers is greativ injuied by the prefent 
war at fca, which has btoken out between Great Britain, on the one part, and T rance and Spain, 
on the other part, her Majefty the Imiprefs of Ruflia, and l.'ls Majcllv the King of Denmark 
and Norway, in confcqucnce of their afliduous attention to iupport their own dignity, aijd to 
unite their conftant care for the fafety and welfare of their refpei^live fuljje^ls ; as well as from 
the refpeft which they have at all times manifefted for the rights of aarlons in gcneial, have 
found it ncceflary, in the prefent circuraftanccs, to determine their conduft according to thefe 
fentiments. 

“ Her Majefty the Emprefs of Ruflia, in her declaration to the belligerent powers, dated 
February 28, 1780, has plainly ftated, in the face of all Europe, the fundamental principles 
which derive from the primitive rights of mankind, and which her faid Majerty claims and 
adopts as a rule of her conduft in the prefent war. As this attention of her Imperial Majedy, 
in watching over the reciprocal rights of nations, has been honoured with the approbation of 
ail neutral powers, her faid Majefty has engaged in this afPtir, which materially concerns her 
moll cfTcntial intcrclls, and has proceeded therein fo far, that it may be ferioudy coiifideied as 
a fubjeft worthy of the attention of both the prefent and future time, as it tends to the efta- 
blilhmentofa permanent and invariable fyftcin oY the rights, prerogatives, and engagements 
ofneutrality. 

“ His Majedy the King of Denmark and Norway, convinced of the judicc of thefe prin- 
ciples, has likewife cflablidicd and claimed them in his declaration of the 8th of July, 1780, 
which declaration (as well as that of the Emprefs of Rudia) his faid Majclly has caufed to be 
communicated to the belligerent powers ; and in older to fupport thefe principles cfhcaciouflv, 
his Majcfly has ordered part of his fleet to be fitted out. From thefe proceedings have ;.ri(ln 
that harmony and unanimity with which her Majefly the Emprefs of Ruflia, and his Majcfly 
the King of Denmark and Norway, have thought necellary, iti mutual fricndU'iip and reci- 
procal confidence, and in conformity to the intcrefl of their re fpeftivc fabjefts, to coatirni 
their common engagements by the conclufion of a formal convention. 

To this end their Imperial and Royal Majellics have chofen plenipotentiaries, who have 
concluded and agreed to the following articles : 

L That their aforefaid Majcilics arc llncercly determined to maintain, conflantly, the 
moll perfeft fricndfliip and harmony with the different powers at prefent engaged in war, and 
to obfervethe mofl fcrupulous neutrality ; and in confctiuencc thereof tin y declare, that adlen- 
ing to this determination, the prohibition of all contraband trade with the power; at prci^i.t at 
WMr, or with thofc who may hereafter be engaged therein, fiiaii be flricUy obil i ved by tlicir 
rcTpeifTivc fubjefis. 

“ n. 'Fo avoid all errors and mlfundcrflandings with regard to commodities whicli lh*\Il be 
deemed contraband, her Maicfly the Emprefs of Rufiia, and his Majcfly the King of J.)eninark 
and Norway, do hereby declare, that they (hail only acknowledge inc]^ articles to he contra- 
band commodities as arc included and mentioned in the treaties now lubijfling between their 
rcfpciflivc courts, and tlic one or tlie other of the bcllig, event }>o\vcrs. 

“ Her Majclly the Emprefs of Rufiia conforms licrfelf entirely, in this rcfpcfl, to the arti- 
.cies X, and XIE of her treaty of commerce with the court of (»ieU Britain, and extends like- 
wife the ci^gagcmcuts of ilu> trcitv, which are iounucd upon the nituial rights of nations, to 

VoL. iv. N 
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1780 the courts of France and Spain i which faid courts, until the date of this prefent convention,, 
have no treaty of commerce with her empire. 

“ His Majefty the King of Denmark and Norway, on his part, conforms himfcif chiefly 
to the lecond article of this treaty of commerce with the court of Great Britain, and to the 
articles XXVI. and XXVIL of his treaty of commerce with Fiance, and extends alfo the 
engagements of this laft-mentioned treaty to th# court of Spain, as his faid Majefty has no 
treaty with the laft-mcntiohcd power, which determines any conditions relative to this 
fubjeft. 

“ HI. As by thefe means all contraband goods and commodities are determined and afccr- 
tained conformable to the treaties and fpccial convention fubfifting between the high centraft-. 
ing parties and the belligerent powers, and chiefly in the treaty between RufGa and Great Bri- 
tain of the 20th of June, 1766, as well as in that between Denmark and Great Britain, dated 
July II,' 1670, and by that concluded between Denmark and France, on the 23d of Auguft, 
1742 ; the will and intention of her Majefty the Emprefs of Ruflia, and of his Majefty the 
King of Denmark and Norway arc, that all other cothmcrcc fhalJ be and remain free. 

“ Their faid Majefties having already fet forth in their declaration to the belligerent powers, 
that they have laid down, as the bafis of their conduft, the general principles of t lie natural 
rights of mankind, from whence the liberty of commerce and navigation, and the rights of 
neuter nations derive, are refolved nof to depend any longer upon the arbitrary explication of 
thefe rights, which is generally diftated by partial advantages and momentary intcrefts ; with 
this view, their faid Majeftics have agreed upon the following articles : 

1. That all neutral veiTcls fliall be permitted to navigaLp from port to port, and on the 
coafts of the belligerent powers.. 

2. That the effcfls belonging to fubjefts of the belligerent powers fliall be free on board 
neater Ihips and vcflels, excepting only fuch articles as arc ftipulatcd to be deemed contraband, 

3. In order to determine what is to be confidcred as a port blocked up, it is hereby de- 
clared, that that port ftiall only he deemed as fuch into whicli no fl^ips can enter without being 
expofed to an evident peril from the forces that attack the faid port, and the Ihips that lhall 
have taken a ftation near enough for that purpofe. 

4. That neuter vcflcls ftiali only be liable to be flopped and feiv^cd for juft and cogent 
rcafons, and upon the moll convincing proofs, that juflicc fliall be done unto them without 
lofs of time,, and that the proceedings fhall always be uniform, fpcedy, and according to the 
law’^s; and that whenever any lhall t>c found to hayp been flopped, or fuffered any damage 
without any fufiicient caufe, tliey fliaii not only be entitled to a fufllcicnt compenfation, but 
alfo to a complcat fatisfaftion for the infult offered to the flag of their Majellies. 

IV, In order to obtain this end, and to protcfl the general commerce of their fubjefis, 
founded upon thefe invariable principles, her Majefty, the Emprefs of Ruflia, and his Ma- 
jefty, the King of Denmark and Norway, have refolved to fit out, feparatcly, a proportionate 
number of Ihips of the line and frigates j and the fquadrons of thefe refpeflive powers flull re- 
pair to fuch latitudes, and fhall ferve as convoys to the trading fliips of their refpeftive fubjefls, 
wherever the commerce and navigation of each nation fhall require it. 

** V. In cafe that any mercliant fhips belonging to fubjefts of one of the high contrafl: Ing par- 
firs happen to be in a fca or latitude where no fhips of w ar of their fovcrcign arc flation- 

ed, and that they confequcntly could not obtain any proteflion from the forces of their own na- 
tion, thecommaadcr of the Ihips of war of the other power, upon being duly requefled, fliall 

immediately 
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1780 Jaimediately afford them all ncceffary aff ftancc ; and In thia cafe, it is herehy ftipuhteJ, tliat 
tlic Ihips and frigates of the one power fliall always grant the ncceflary prote£^ion and afTiftance 
to the trading fliips of ihc other power; provided always, that tliofc who fliall claim fucb affile 
ance or proteftion, fhall not carry on any illicit trade which may be contrary to the Jaws of 
neutrality, as received and mentioned here above. 

VL The prefent convention fliall hot ’ be rctro-a£Hve, and confcqucnily ncidicr of the 
liigh contraSing parties can take recognizance of any differences that may liavc arifen betwein 
tliem and other powers before its conclufion, unlcfs the matter in litigation Hiall be relative to 
violences which areftill cxifting, and which may tend to opprefs all neuter nations in Europe. 

“ VII. If, notwithftanding the vigilant and amicable care of the two high contrafling par- 
ties, and the mofl cxa£l; obfcrvalions of neutrality on their part, any Ruffian or Dandli mcr- 
cliant fhips ffioulJ happen to be infultcd or taken by the fhips of war or privateers of one or 
the other of the bdiigtrent powers, the miniftcr of the offended paity fhall make proper re- 
prefentations to that court w'hofc fliips of war or privateers have been guilty of the faid aft ; he 
lhali infift upon a rcafonable compenfation for the damages or lofs of time, as well as upon a 
complete latlsfaftioti for the infult offered to the flag of his fovcrcign. The miniftcr of the 
other high contrafting party fliail fecond and fupport tlicfc reprcfciuations in the moft fcrious 
and efficacious manner, and thus they fliali continue jointly and urianimouily until their requefl 
is granted. But in cafe of a refafal, or any unrealbnabic delay from time to time to rcdrd:i 
thefe giicvanc-cs, their aforefaid Majeflies do hereby declare, that they will make ufc of rep: ill,’.; 
towards that power that refufes to do them juflicc, and will immediately unite, in the moft 
efficacious means, to execute thefe juft repiifals. 

VI 11 . In cafe that one of the liigii contrafting parties, or both together, fliould be Jif- 
turbed, molcftcd, or attacked, in confeqiicncc of this convention, or any fubjeft wlkUcvcr 
relative thereto, it is hertby flipulatcd and agreed, that the two powers fhall immediately aft 
in concert for tlieir mutual and reciprocal defence, and iliall employ and unite all their forces 
to obtain a proper fatisfaftion, as well for the infult oflcrcd to their flag, as for the Ioffes fuf- 
ulncd by their refpeftive fubjefts. 

IX. Tins convention fliall be In full force as long as this prefeat w’ar fliall laft ; and the 
engagements contained tlicrcin lhali ferve as the bafis for all future engagements and ticatics 
that may be concluded hereafter, acc{)rding to circinn fiances, and in cafe any other mari- 
time war fliould iiereafter unfortunately diilurb the tranvquillity of Europe. As to the reft, 
ati what has been ftipulalccl and agreed upon, fliall be coufide.rcd as permanent and invariable, 
as well with regard to mercantile affairs as for what concerns tlie navy, and lhali have force of 
law in all dccifions upon the lights of neuter nations. 

X. As the end and chief objeft of this convention is to fecurc the gcncial I bertv of rlie 
commerce and navigation, iheii Majeflies, the Emprefs of Ruffia, and the King ot Denmatk 
ivmI Norway, do hereby confent, and engage tlicmfelves reciprocally, to permit that other 
Tieutcr powers may accede thereto; and that thefe powers Co acceding, being fully acquainted 
with the fundamental principles and engagements concerned in the obligations a!id advantage.^ 
oftlie faid convcniion. 

XL And in order that the belligerent powers may have no pretext for their proccediirgs^, 
pretend to be unacquainted with thefe engagements between their aforclaid Majeflies, the 
high contrafling . powers. do hereby promife, that they will feparatcly acquaint the belligerent 
, powers with the mcafurcs they have taken, and the motives wliich have eng^^ged theta to unite 

N u 2 . in 
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*780 in this affair; which incafurcs are the lefs hoftilc as tliejr arc no ways detrimental to any other 
power, but have only for objeft the fccurity of the commerce and navigation of tlicir rcfpcc- 

tivc fubje^s. 

Done Copenhagen* the 9tli of July* 1780* 

Charles Vant OsTENSAifirH, (L. S*) 

Jt ScuACK. Rathlau, (L. S.) 

A. P. Count of Bernstorff, (L, S.) 

O. Thott, (L. b.) 

** H, Eichstedt, (L. S.)’* 

• The ratifications of this convention were exchanged at Copenhagen* on the i6th of Sep- 
tember* 1780, by the fame mlnifters plcnipotcntiancs. 

And as a like convention was concluded at Peterfburg* between the mlniftcrs appointed 
by that court, and thofc on the part of his Majefty the King of Sweden, on the aiftofjuly* 
1780 ; and the fald convention being word for word of the lame tenor and form as that con- 
cluded and figncd at Copenhagen, excepting only the fccond article, in which the ftipulations 
concerhing the articles that are to be deemed contraband, are determined according to the trea- 
ties fubfifting between the court of Sweden and other powers, it has been rhought, proper, to 
avoid a repetition of what has already been mentioned, to infert here the faid fccond article 
only. 

Art. II. To avoid all errors and raifunderftandings with regard to commodities whicli 
lhall be deemed contraband, her Majefty the Emprefs of RufTia, and his Majefty the King of 
Sweden, do hereby declare, that they ftiall only acknowledge fuch articles to be contraband 
commodities as arc included and mentioned in the treaties now fubfifting between their rcfpcc- 
tive courts, and the one or the other of the belligerent powers. 

Her Majefty the Emprefs of Ruftia conforms herfclf entirely in this refpeft to the articles 
X. and XI. of her treaty of commerce with the court of Great Britain, and extends likcvrdc 
the engagements of this treaty, wdiich are founded upon the natural rights of nations, to the 
courts of France and Spain ; which faid courts, until the date of the prefent convention, have 
no treaty of commerce with her empire* 

** His Majefty the King of Sweden, for his part, refers chiefly to the eleventh article of this 
treaty of commerce with the court of Great Britain, and to the tenor of the preliminary treaty 
of commerce concluded between Sweden and France in the year 1741 ; and although the arti- 
cles that are to be deemed contraband arc not exprcfsly afeertained and determined in the lafl- 
mentioned treaty, the two powers having been underftood to corifider each other zsgens amlctjjima^ 
the court of Swedenhas, however, referved to itfcifthc fame advantages which tlic Hans-towns 
enjoy in France fince times immemorial until the prefent period. Tlic advantages which arc 
included in the treaty of Utrecht being fully confirmed, the King has nothing to add thcicto. 
With regard to the court of Spain, his Swcdifii Majefty finds himlclf in the fame fituation us 
the Elmprefs of Ruffia, and following her Majefty’s example, the King likewife extends to the 
court of Spain all the engagements of the above-mentioned treaties, as being founded upon 
the natural rights of nations* 

** In confcqucncc of this difference in the above article, the two Kings who have joined her 
Mtjefty the Emprefs of Ruffia, in this affair, have acceded, as principal contrafting parties, 
to the treaties and conventions concluded between them and her faid Imperial Majefty, and to 

this 
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1780 this cfFefl; they have figncd with their own hand a feparatc aft, which faiJ afts have been ex- 
changed in due form at Peterfburg by the minifters of her Imperial Majefty. 

1 heir High Mightineffes the States General of the United Provinces, alfo acceded to the 
faid convention on the 20th of November, 1780, and under the lame conditions, for what 
concerns the articles ot contraband, according to the treaties fubfifting between their High 
Miglitincfles and 6thcr powers, which faid convention has been figned at Peterfburg by their 
plenipotentiaries on the 5th of January, 1781, with the addition of the following article ; 

“ XIIL For what concerns the command in chief of the naval forces, in cafe the fquadrons 
or fliips of war of the two high contrafting parties fliould happen to meet, or find it expedient 
to form a junftion, it is hereby fiipulatcd and agreed, that the fame lhaii be obeyed as is cuf- 
tomary between crowned fovereigns and the republic of Holland/' 

I hough the relation of every lofa we fuflaincd, or every advantage we acquired during the 
conrfe of this war, is not a part of, as it could not be comprehended in, our plan, we cannot 
omit mentioning, that the fuccelles of Sir George Brydges Rodney, at the commencement of 
this year, Iccmed to indicate a return of that naval glory, which had fo long been the boaft of 
the Enghlh name, but from a variety of untoward circumftanccs, had, for feme time, been 
unhappily ohfeured. 

On tlic 8th of January, 1780, Sir George Erydges Rodney, with the fleet under his com- 
mand, deftined for the relief of Gibraltar, fell in with and took 22 fail of Spanifli fliips. They 
proved to be a convoy which had failed from St. Sebaflians on the firft of the fame month, and 
%vcrc under the proteftion of feven fliips and vcflcls of w%ar belonging to the Royal Company 
of the Caraccas. On the i6ih, the fame fortunate and brave admiral met with flili more 
fignal fuccefs, when he engaged, near Cape St. Vincent, a Spanifli fleet of eleven fhips of the 
line and two frigates, under the command of Don Juan de Langara; of tiiis fleet he took four 
of the larged fliips, with the Spanilh admiral, and drove two on fhore, cneof vvhicli was re- 
covered i and, in the engagement, the San Domingo, of 70 guns and 600 men, blew up ; tint 
rcil, with the frigates, after being much damaged in the aftion, made their efcape. The five 
men of war which were taken, were verv fine flnips, and being coni[>Ictcly refitted and manned., 
became a verv glorious addition to the Eritifh navy. The more immediate conlcquences of 
this i viportant viftory, w'crc tiie comple:e relief of Gibraltar and of Minorca, both of which, 
till ih s event, had been confidered with no common apprchcniion. 

The iirft bufhicfs of importance in wliicU tlie Houle of Commons engaged after the Chrlfl- 
mas reed's, was llie deliberating on a bill brought in by Lord North, in conformity to the 
propolitions whici) he had before flatcd to the Houfe, for aiiowing “ the trade Ix't ween Ireland 
and the Britlfh colonies and plantations in America and the Weft Indic.s, and the Britlih fer- 
tlemcnis on the coalt of Africa, to be carried on, in like manner, as it is now carried on Ik- 
tween Great Britain and the faid colonics and Icttlements.’’ On former occaiionSt wdicn qati- 
lions of commerce refpefting Ireiand had been in agitation, the fcvcral maniifafturmg towns 
of the kingdom had applied to l^irliament and ingcd their lltuation, as an objeftion to the 
matters then under difcufilon ; pleading, that in reliance on ilie»good faith of Parliament they 
had put tbcmfcives into that fituation, and that, thcrctorc, it would be unjuft to grant to Ire- 
land what mull materially affeft their inttreft. But the cafe was now altered ; it was no longer 
a queftiou of commerce, but a queftion oi great nailonrd importaiYcc : for which realon, the 
Icveral places in the kingdom, likely to be aileclcd by what had already been done, and whnt 
more remained to be done for liclaiid, ItcmcJ to have Uiought it decent aud dutiful to remain 
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17S0 filent, to vvith-hold all oppofitioti* and to truft altogether to ths w-ifclom and juflice of Parlla** 
ment. This bill, therefore, palTcd with very little oppofing animadverfion. 

It may not be improper to mention here, that the refolations, &c. of the Englifh Pailia- 
ment, previous to the Chiiflmas recefs, were received with the utmoft gratitude and applaulb 
in Ireland. On the 20th of Dcceml>er, 1779, following refolutions were unanimouily 
agreed to in the Ho ufc of Commons of that , kingdom, Refolded, That the exportation 
from this kingdom of its woollen and other manufaftures, to all foreign places, will matcrinJly 
tend to relieve its diftrefles, iiicrcafc its wealth, promote its profpciity, and thereby advance 
the welfare of Great Britain, and the common llrength, wealth and commerce of the Britilh 
empire.” ** Rvcfolved, I’hat a Kberty for this kingdom to trade w’ith the Britilh colonics in 
America and the Weft Indies, and tlie Britilh fcttlements on the coaft of Africa, in like man- 
ner as trade is carried on between Great Britain and the faid colonics and fcttlcments, will be 
produfliveof very great commercial benefits, will be a moft afleftionate mark of the regard 
and attention of Great Britain to our diftrelTcs, and will give new vigour to the j^eal of his 
Majefty’s brave and loyal people of Ireland, to ftanct forth in fupport of his Majcfly’s perfon 
and government, and the intcreft, -the honour and the dignity of the Britilh empire,” The 
fame refolutions were agreed to on the following day, in the Houfe of Peers. 

The three propofitions to allow Ireland a free export of her wool, woollens and w^ool Hocks ; 
a free exportation of glafs, &c. and^i freedom of trade with the Britilh plantatiot\s on cci iain 
conditions, were founded oa the bafis of an equality of cuftoms and taxes upon an equal and 
xinrcftrained trade, » 

Though a free and unlimited right to trade with the whole world, might be claimed on tlic 
part of Ireland ; yet the Irifli did not, nor could they pretend to, claim any right, dirctftiy or 
indireftiy with rafpeft to any part of the Britilh colonics or plantations. But even admitting 
the claim of a free and unreftrained trade, it could not but be beneficial to Iicland to prtferve 
• its connexions with Great Britain, and to pollcfs a participation of its commercial intcrefts. 
On the idea, indeed, of a natural and political connexion, the Iiifti had been vaihcr hailhly 
and impolitically treated, fince the icftoraiion : before that event, they enjoved every com- 
mercial benefit and advantage in common with England. 'Elje commerce, import and ciipcit, 
was held equally by both kingdoms till the leign of Charles II. Even the aft of navigation, 
the great foundation of our plantation jaws, placed England and Ireland upon exafi terms of 
equality; nor w^as it till two years after, that tlic firft commercial reftriXion was laid upon 
Ireland; and that not direXly, but by deduXive interpretation. W hen the aX fiift pafia), 
there was a general governing claiifc, forgiving bonds to perform the conditions of the aX ; 
but when the aX was amended, in the fifteenth of Charles 11 , the word Ireland was omitted ; 
from whence a conclufion was drawn, that the aXs of the two preceding Parliaments (vi/.. 
the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth of Charles II,) were thereby repealed ; though it was 
as clearly ^xprefled in thofe aXs, as it was poflible for words to convey, that foips built In 
Ireland, navigated by the people thereof, were deemed Britilh, and qualified to trade to and 
from the Britilh plantatipns ; and that Ihips built in Ireland and navigated by his Majeftyk^ 
fubjeXs of Ireland, were entitled to the fame abatements and privileges to which importers and 
exporters of goods in Britilh built fhips were entitled. However, Ireland had been as much 
excluded from trading with the JBritifh colonics as France and Spain, or any other foreign 
nation, in the way of a direft export or iinportuade, excepting in a few trilling inXances. 

‘Some 
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178a Some of the reftraints refpcaing Ireland, in the reign of Charles II. were fuppofed to have 
originated in a dillike or jeaioufy of the growing power of the then Duke of Ormond, who, 
from his great eftate arid pofleflions in Ireland, was very naturally fuppofed to have a perfonal 
intcreft in the profperity of that kingdom. So far, indeed, was this fyirk carried, whether 
from perfonal enmity to the Duke of Ormond, from narrow prejudices, or blind policy, that 
the Parliament of England pafled a law ta prohibit the importation of Irifh lean cattle. 

One objeft of the propofitions evidently was to reftore to Ireland the wool export and wool- 
Jen manufafturc. In 1692, both Houfes of the EngWh Parliament addrefled the crown, re- 
commending a kind of compaft between both kingdoms ; the terms of which were, that Eng- 
land fliould enjoy the woollen manufaSure cxclufivcly, and Ireland the linen. But, however 
folcmnly this compaft might be obferved by the latter kingdom, the truth was, that England 
carried on the linen manufa£lure to full as great an extent as Ireland, while the monopoly of 
the woollens remained totally with England. The firft ftep Ireland look in confequeiice of 
this compaft was, to Jay an export dijty upon wool and woollens of ail kinds, equal to a pro- 
hibition ; and when that aft expireef, for it was but a temporary one by way of experiment, 
the Britifll Parliament, without confulting that of Ireland, by the tenth and eleventh of 
William III. paiTcd a fiinilar aft, and made it perpetual. By that aft, and one or two that 
followed, a total end was put to the woollen trade of Ireland. 

Upon an average of fix years, ^ from 1766 to 1772,* the export to Ire&nd w^as fomewhat more 
than two millions; and, in the fucceeding fix years, ending in 1778, about as much more i 
one half nearly Britiflt manufafturc or produce; the other half, certificated articles, of which 
this country was the medium of conveyance. Out of the native produce, which was fome- 
thing more than qoo,cx)ol. per annum, on the average, only 200,oool. were woollens ; fo that 
in this light, fuppofing every thing that any man could wifh to conclude from the faft, it 
would be very far from found policy, to rifk a million export of native produce for a woolieii 
export of 2oo,oool. Befidcs, the woollen manufafturc of Ireland muft, for a long time, con- 
tinue in a flatc of infancy ; and though cloths were manufaftured there in a fulficient quantity 
to anfwcr a confiderable part of the home confumption, yet it could be hardly expefted, that 
Ireland would be able to rival Great Britain at the foreign markets, when, after the expence 
of land carriage, freight, infuraricc and faftorage, flic is able to underfcll Ireland in her ov^n 
markets, on the very Ipot, though aided by the advantage of low wages and taxes.. 

As to the linen trade, however profperous it may appear, it was ilill capable of great improve-* 
ment. In a pamphlet written by that excellent politician Sir William Temple, the idea was 
fnft fuggeftt d of extending and improving the linen manufafturc of Ireland, and^ave rife to 
tlic compaft which has juft been mentioned. It was, indeed, an opinion which appeared to 
be entertained by many, that as this compaft was now to be difl'olvcd, and the Irilli were to 
be permitted to enjoy a free export of woollens, the bounties paid on the importation into 
England, of certain fpecics of fabrics of I rilh linens ouglit to be difeonrinued. This, how- 
ever, would have been a very impolitic mcafure, becaulc it appears, from the moft accurate 
enquiries, that the Britiih bounties had operated as a great encouragement to the Iriflv linen 
manufafturc, and as the fum appropriated annually to that purpofc, had never, in Uic higheft 
year, amounted to much above 13,000!. 

This law, of courfc, put an end to the compaft between England and Ireland, refpefting 
the woollen and linen manufafturcs : but, as a more liberal fpirit had manifefted itfclf on both 
fidcs of tlic water, it was natural to expeft tliat both kingdoms would be contented. Irclarvi 

would 
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1780 woliul never be able to rival England in the fine woollen fabrics ; while the Irllh, maniifaftiu- 
ing their own wool, would prevent the contraband export of the raw material to France. Be- 
tides, * whatever proves a benefit to Ireland, mull, fooner or later, be of very great advantage 
to Great Britain.; and, by the regulations propofed under ihefe new laws, the commercial 
connexion between the two kingdoms, would be put upon a more ecjuitabk and folid footing. 

Ireland had, aUb, been very injurioufly trtaicd refpefting the glafs manufafture. Pre- 
vious to an aft of the nineteenth of George 11 , Ireland imported glafs from other countries, 
and, at length, began to make feme progrefs in the lower branches of the manufafture her- 
fclf ; but, by that aft, the Irilh were prohibited from importing any kind of glafs, other than 
the manufafture of Great Britain ; and it was alfo cnafted, that no glafs of Uie manufafture of 
Ireland Ihould be exported, or fo much as laden on any horfe or carriage, with iiitcnt to b« 
io exported. This aft, indeed, w^as much coittplaincJ of in Ireland, and with great reafon. 
It was, therefore, defigned by another ot the propofitions, to take away the ground of this 
complaint; and, thereby, indicate a ready wilh tojjomove the moll diftant appearance of op- 
preflion, prejudice, or fclf intcreft, arifing from a fpirit of monopoly and commercial ex- 
clufion. 

The third propofitlon, and which was now carried into a law, of allowing Ireland a free 
trade to the Britifli colonies and plantations in America and the Weft Indies, was, certain!} , 
of a very different nature from the t\#o former. A trade ^fith our colonics, of any kind, or of 
any extent from Ireland, niuft certainly be confidered as a matter of favour to that kingdom. 
In no fituation whatever, could fhe fet up a claim to a commercial intcrcourfe with the Britillx 
colonics, which had been fettled, cftablUhcd and raifed to their prefent ftrength and opulence 
by the blood, treafiirc and induftry of Great Britain. By every principal of juftice, of tlse 
law of nations, and the cuftoms of the othet powers of Europe who had fetticments and dif- 
tant dependencies, the mother country had an cxclufive right to trade wnth, and to foibid all 
others from having any intcrcourfe with them. Such an cxclufive rigin cannot be denied to be 
the very eflence of colonization : for what nation would fpend their blood and treafurc in efta- 
blifhing a colony and protefting it in its infant ftatc, if other nations were afterwards to reap 
the advantages which were derived from their labour, hazard and cxpeiice? But though Great 
Britain had an undoubted right to reftrain Ireland from trading with her colonics, it certainly 
would be tne imereft of the former to admit her fitter kingdom to a participation of her colony 
commerce. It is, furdy, the intcreft and the duty of Great Britain to do every thing in her 
power which might tend to promote and enlarge the interefts and commerce of Ireland, upon 
the broadeft and moft extenfive ground : and one of the moft certain means of rendering that 
country uleful to herfeif and truly valuable to tlfis, was to open new fourccs of comme rce to 
her. The admitting Ireland to a participation of our trade with the colonies, was the moll 
wife and prudent means of affording her relief ; and it was that fpecics of relief, which would 
more particularly convince her of the ilnccrc and affeftionate defire of Great Britain to render 
her rich, profperous and happy. But as Ireland had now received an equal lhare in the colony 
trade, an equality of taxes and duties upon the export and import was naturally included. — 
This was the moft equitable ground on which the benefits and advantages now propofed to be 
given to the Irifh nation, could be either granted or expefted ; and to the Irifh Parliament it 
'was left to lay on thofe taxes and duties, which w^ould bring the Englilh and Irilh commodi- 
ties to market upon equal terms. 
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1*7 So For feme years paft there had been a very fpiritcJ oppofuion to the meafuics or^^ov^rnrnent 

in ParlianKiit ; but it bad not hitherto been much fuppoitcd by the people without doors* 
(.Treat dilcontents, howiwer, appeared at prefent rhrougiiout tl)c iuuioa ; the enornious e-;- 
pcnccs oF the American war, and the burthens it occanoned, icemed to have awakened tlic 
people from their accuftomed coniidcnce in government. Ti;e moil impartial men, and luch 
as had not the leaft prejudice againil the*mi!ufters, could 7iot but j>e:ceive, liut there iiad been 
a very great and iitdefcnfible prf>fufion of the public money ; and, at a time, v/hen the projde 
were loaded with ta'xcs, and when the commerce of the nation w.is conliderably diuiiniihcd. 
This fubjefl, therefore, began now to awaken the attention brtli of the inliabitants oi the 
metropolis aj\d of different counties iii the kingdom. In a mcetin; of the common council 
of London, held at Guildhall, on, the i6t!i of December in tiie laft year, t!ie tijanks of tlic 
corporation were voted to tliofe Peers, who fupported a motion in the Houfc of Lords for 
promoting national axonomy, and a redu< 51 ion of the civil lift. 

On the 30th of December following, there was a very numerous and refpefta!>Ic mcelii?-; of 
the fVeclioldcrs of the county of York, who were called together for the purpofc of preparin.; a 
petition to the Houle of Commons, for fomc reformation in the public expenditure. Tiic 
fjccholdcvs, who were alTcmbled on the occafion, confifted of gentlemen of the largcft pt opci ry 
. in tliat opulent county, and fcveral of the nobility, and many members of ParUaiuent wcic 
prefent. 7'hcy appeared to be almoft imanimouily of opinion, that it was indlfpenlablv nc- 
ctflluy the people Ihould exert tiiemfclvcs, in order to promote a plan of national axononr , 
and to procure feme alleviation of the public burtluns. I’hey, therefore, agreed to a pctlrion 
to the lloufe of Commons on that fubjeft, in winch they declared, that, being alarmed at tiic 
diminifhed rcfourccs and grow'iug burthens of this country, and convinced that rigid frugality 
was indifpcnfably ncceffary in every department of the ftatc, they obferved, wirh grief, tlut: 
notwitbftanding the impovcnflicd condition of the nation, much pu'blic money had been im- 
providently fquandcred, and that many individuals enjoyed ftnccurc places, efficient places 
wirh exorbitant emoluments and penfions, unmerited by public ferviccs, tVc. from \vhcncc the 
crown had acquired a great and uftconftilutional influence, whieh, if not checked, might 
prove wery injurious to the liberties of this country; they further repicfciucd, tint, until 
cfTcft ual meafurcs were taken to redrefs ihcfe oppreffive grievances, the grant of any additi mal 
fum of public money, beyond the produce of the prdVut taxes, would be injurious to the riglits 
and property of the people, and derogatory from the honour of I’avliamcnt ; and they carncfily 
Tcqueftcd the Houfc*, that, before any new burthens wxre laid upon this courAry, eiTeAu:d 
meafurcs might be taken by that Ilouie to inquire into and cone£l the guUs abufes in the ex- 
penditure of tlic public money ; to reduce all cxoibitani emoluments ; to rclcind and a! oh; ft 
all fineciirc places and unmciited penfions ; and to appropriate (lie pioduee to the luxclIirT'^ ot 
the lUtc in fuch manner, as to the wdftlom of Farliamcnt Ihould icem nicct. Lhh\!es tlie peti- 
tion to the Houfe of Commons, it was alfo rcfolvcd at this meciing of tiie ^ oikflhre 1 c;- 
holders, that a committee of fixty-onc gentlemen Ihould be a}»poiiUcd, to carry on the n i.ei- 
fary conxfpondencc for cffcftually promoting the objeft of the petition, arid to prepare a 
of an affociation, on legal and confiitutional gromuh, to lupport thcr laudable rcioim, whR'h 
was fo clTcntially neceftiry to the welfare of the kinguom- 

'fhe example of the county of York was followed by otlicr counties and corporations. On 
the ytli of lanuary, the county of Middlefcx met, and fvajr.d a p^aiion of a ftmilar natuie to 
lliat of tvhfch we hav« already given tltc purport, i hcic couiUic^ were quscklj followed by 
Voi. IV. O 0 thole 
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1780 thoft* of Hertford, Suffex, Huntingdon, Surry, Cumberland, Bedford, ElTex, Somerfet, Clou- 
ceftcr, Wilts, Dorlet, Devon, Norfolk, Berks, } 3 ucks, ’Nottingham, Kent, Northumberland, 
Suffolk, Hereford, Cambridge and Derby : the Wellh counties of Denbigh, Flint and Breck- 
nock, likcwifc petitioned, as did the cities of London, Wcftminfler, York, BrifloJ, Gloceller 
and Hereford, with the towns of Nottingham, Reading, Cambridge, Bridgewater and New- 
caftlc upon Tyne, The county of Northampton* declined petitioning, but voted rcfolutions 
and inftruftions to their reprefentatives, upon the fame ground, and including the purport of 
the petitions as a previous mcafurcA ' 

It mull not, indeed, be fuppofed, that in alltlicfe counties and towns, the fpirlt was alike, 
or that the fame unanimity prevailed. But there were few, in which any direff or fucccfsful 
oppofition was made to the mcafurc ; fo that it might be confidcred as agreeing, in general, 
with the fenfe of thofe places. 

In the month of March there were fevcral meetings in London of deputies from the com- 
mittees of moll of the petitioning counties, as fome of them petitioned without appointing 
committees, when a memorial was prepared and publifhed containing rcafons for a plan of na- 
tional affociation, to recommend which circular letters were difperfed throughout the king- 
dom, Thcfe deputies alfo came to feveral rcfoliitions, relative to the fleps which fhould he 
taken by the people in order to free ^he Parliament from corruption, and to procure a rccircfs 
of the national grievances. One of thcfe was, that there fliould be fent to the Honfe of Com- 
mons, in addition to the prefent reprefentatives of counties, a number of members, not Icf: 
than one hundred, to be chofen, in due proportion, by the feveral counties of the kingdom 
of Great Britain ; and that the people Ihould fupport thofe candidates only, at the enfuing 
general eleflion, who Ihould engage to vote for this and other reforming regulations, Thcfe 
exertions of the people feemed, at hrft, to promife fornc important effects ; but they were, in 
a great degree, prevented, and the attempts of thcfe popular meetings and aflbeiations veiy 
much obftrufted, by the feveral important events which follow^ecL 

It is undoubtedly the inherent privilege of the people of England, to petition either Houfe 
of Parliament, or any branch of the Jcgiflaturc. The petitions which we have juft mentioned, 
(and which being a prominent feature of the year which is now under our coi>li deration, we 
could not but mention) proceeded from a moll rcfpedlable body of the people, from upward s 
of an liundred thoufand clcclors of this kingdom ; and fo far as they were confmed to the re:d 
objects of redrefs, not only deferved alleviation, but every poftible attention in the mode ot 
adminiftering it. At the fame time, the committees and aflbeiations which fprung from, arul 
indeed accompamed many of them, will not, by any means, meet with our approbation. U 
they were not illegal, they were extremely improper, and might have terminated in conL- 
qucnccs which every good man, upon cool rcfleflion, would wilh to avoid. They appear to 
have liad alfo this evil tendency, that they took off from the weight of the petitions in 
Houfe ; becaufc they pointed to other meafurcs of redrefs, while they were feeking it at tlic 
bands of their reprefentatives aflerablcd ia Parliament ; thereby holding out motives ofeom- 
pulfion, and rendering that an a6l of ncceflity, which ought to be the effeft of conftderation 
and convidion. 

As the French, in the coutfc of the preceding year, had made them fc Ives mafters of the 
iflands of St. Vincents and Grenada, and Imd, at this time, a very powerful fleet in the Weil 
Indies, the merchants, planters, and other perfons poflcfled of property in the Weft India 
Iflands, were naturally alarmed, more particularly, as the important ifland of Jamaica was 
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17S0 apprelicrxdi^d to be in the greatefl: daiiger* Accordingly a petition was pr"*fvL‘ntecl on ihc loth of 
February, to the Houfe of Commons from the planters, merchants, and otiicr prr ions in- 
tercflcd in that iiland j aud> on the aill of the fume moiuh, a hmilar petition was preiented to 
the Houfe of Lords* 

In confidcring thefe petitions, &c. It was alTcrted, after an animated reprefentation of the 
commercial importance of that iflaad to Great Britain, and the putnotic attachnicnt of its in- 
habitants to the mother country, that Jamaica had been ncglcdled for feveral years, both in 
refpeft of its internal fafety and external protedlion and defence; that in the year 1773, which 
was previous to the breaking out of the American troubles, a petition had !)een preiented to 
government, flallng, that the cultivation and commerce of that ifland had been greatly im- 
proved and incrcalcd within tlie preceding thirty or thirty-five years; that tiie number of 
l>lacks had been proportionably indreafed, and that the white inhabitants had been greatly on 
the decreafe ; that in confcijucnce of fuch a dccrcafc of the white inlialiitants, and an incrcifc 
of Haves, tiic internal fafety of the ifland required a larger military force than they then had : 
and that they wore well founded in this opinion, appeared from an infurreSion among the 
Macks, which had been lately quelled, but whicli they had rcafon to fear might break out 
afiefh : that tlic whole military force on the ifland, confifted of but tw’o battalions of 300 men 
each , wliilft the French and Spaniards had 10,000 regular troops at St. Domingo and Hilpa- 
niola; and that it was the opinion of the inhahiuiits of Jamaica, that two battalions or regi- 
ments o 4 1,000 men each, at Icafl, w’as the fmallcft force that w^ould be fufficient to protcfl the 
ifland frorh infurrcfticns wnihin, or attacks from without* Of this application, Ijowevcr, iV) 
llrongly fupnonedby the real fute of the ifland, no notice appeared to have been taken !)v go- 
vernment: on the contrary, two years after, inftcad of augmenting the defence of the ifland, 
the governor received an order to fend one of the two battalions which were in Jamaica, to 
affifl in carrying on the American war. The iew troops which had been afterwards fent, were 
certainly very infuflicitnt for the defence of the ifljiiul, while the naval force given to protect 
U was proportionably inadequate. A letter from General Dalling, tf)c governor, contirnicd 
the truth of this reprefentation, wherein he did not heflrate to declare his dread of a vilit from 
the Count D’Eflaing, and to acknowledge, that if he was not flrongly reinforced, he derpairai 
of being able to make an efleftual rcflflancc. It was faid, on the part of government, tliat 
troops, ihips and military {lores ot all kinds had been fent, from dine to time, to }ania*K:ti ; 
rnrJ that l.ord Cornwallis, with a laud force of 4,000 men, had been embarked at New Yoik 
for that ifland, accompanied by four men of war of the line, but that he received coume; - 
orders, when it was known that D'Ellaing was gone to attiuk Savann.ili. This was uii 
tJly true; but there is too much rc.ifon to believe, that luul not Count D’Fiiaing’s 
extremely aflliflcd with fickuefs, he w^ould have been in pofleiiion ot jamaica lun'iuc L ud 
Cornwallis could liavc arrived to defend it. In Ihort, fioin tljc p.u ’ianienrai y hjicuflion uf 
thefe petitions it appeared, that the ifland in queflion bad been neglciivd ; ])in ihar, nrvi ithi - 
Jefs, the miniilry liaJ paid every attention to its prefervation in their poAcr, conliiKnu \vi?Ii 
the unfortunate, but predominant plan of profccuting the American war. It flioulch indue J, 
be mentioned, iliat a proicil againil the Jamaica petition had been foimcd by feveral Well 
India uicichants ; but they were generally confidcred, at the time, as pcrlons who jeit it to be 
their intcreft to forward the views of, and to Hand well with govorrurmt. 

Though we cannot, by any means, enter at large into tire lubjccl, it would be highiv im- 
pippcr to pafs over the plan of Mr, Edmund Burke, which he, ai this time, oflcicd to 
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s.jSo raent, for a reform in the conftitution of fcvcral parts of the public oeconomy* This plan her 
cr lumuuicatcd to the Houfe in a fpecch of great length, -replete with information, and cn)bci* 
jijhcd with all the beauties of eloquence. That gentleman, when he conccivxd the defign of 
lubmiiting to the Houle of Commons fomc plan of reform, found it dlcntially nccdlary to 
take a very comprehenfive view of the ftatc of this country, to make a furveV of its jurifdic- 
tions, its eftates, and its cflablifliments, and in order to guide him in his propofed plan of re- 
form, he laid down the feven following fundamental rules. 

i'irfl:, That all jurifdiftions which furnilh more matter of cxpeiice, more temptation to op- 
prcffion, or more means and inftruments of corrupt influence than advantage to juftice or poll , 
tical ad minift ration, ought to be aboliflicd. 

Secondly, That all public eftates wdiich arc more fubfcrviciit to the purpofes of vexing, 
and influencing thole who hold under them, and to the cxpenccs of receipt and management, 
than of benefit to the revenue, ought upon every principle, both of revenue and of freedom, to 
be difpofed of. 

Thirdly, That all offices which bring more charge than proportional advantage to the ftatc, 
and all offices which may be engrafted on others, unitiiig and fimplifying their duties, ought, 
in the firft cafe, to be taken away, and in the fecond, to be confolidated. 

Fourthly, I'hat alffuch offices ought to be aboli filed as obftrufl: the profpeft of the general 
fuperintendant of finance; which deftroy his fuperintcndaricy; which difablc him from fore- 
feeing and providing for charges as they may occur; from preventing expence in its origin, 
checking it in its progrefs, or fecurlng its application to its proper purpofes. 

Fifthly, That it is proper to eftabiifii an invariable order in all payments, which will pre- 
vent partiality, wliich will give preference to their ferviccs, not according to the importunity 
of the demandant, but the rank and order of their utility or their juftice. 

Sixthly, I'hat it is right to reduce every eftablifiuneiit, and every part of an eftabliflimcnt, 
as nearly as poffiiflc to certainty ; fhc life of all order and good management. 

Seventhly, Tliat all fubordinate treafurics, as the nurferies of mifmanagcmcnr, and as na- 
turally drawing to themfelvcs as much money as they can, keeping it as Jong as they can, and 
accounting for it as late as they can, ought to be dilTolvcd ; they having a tendency to perplex 
and diftraft the public accounts, and to excite a fufpicion of government, even beyond the ex- 
tent of their al -ufc. 

Such were the principles under whofe guidance and authority this plan was to proceed; but 
fo various \va^: its objef^s, and fo unfucccfbful was it in its progrefs, that wc lhall confine our- 
fclves to the only point of confcquencc obtained by it, which.was the abolition of the Hoard of 
Trade and Plantations. 1 he arguments, ufed on the occafion were, in general, unanfwcrablc, 
and proved efi’cdual to the purpofe, 

ft was afferteJ, tjiat the Board of Trade and Plantations had not only never been of the Icaft 
fcrvicc to the commerce of this country, but that trade and mauufa<fturcs had, at times, fuf- 
fcicci very inaterialiy from their injudicious interference. Indeed, it does not appear that this 
board h?.d been of any ufe to the colonies, as colonics. The flourifhing fetticments of New 
England, of Virginiaand of Maryland, as well as all our wealthy colonics in the Weft liulics, 
were of a date prior to the firft board of Charles the Second. Pcnnfyivania and Carolina were 
fi ulcd in the interval between the extinftien of the firft, and the formation of the fccond Board 
of Trade and Plantations in the reign of William the Third. Two coionics alone owed tjuir 
origin to that board; Georgia and Nova Scotia. Georgia, till lately, had made a very flow 
. progrefs ; 
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1780 progrefs; and never made any progrefs at all, till it had jw^holly got rid of all the regulations 
whicVjL the Board of Trade had moulded into its original conftitution. That colony had cer- 
tainly coft tl>e nation very large fums of money ; whereas, the colonies which had never been 
foftcredby thfe Board of Trade, had never coft the nation a Ihilling : nay, the colony of 
Georgia, to the very laft, poflefled an cftablifhmcnt paid by England, as it never had been 
able to take upon itfclf the cxpcncc of ils proper government. The province of Nova Scotia 
aUb, had flood Great Britain in no Icfs than 700,000). without being able to fupport thofe 
offices which conflitoted its civil go\^rnrnent. Nor did the Board of Trade, &c. appear to be 
confidered as pofleffmg the wifdom and authority of commercial erudition ; for, when points 
of the greateft importance to commerce were agitated in Parliament, no paiticuiar requefl was 
ever made to this board to affift the delit^rations ; nor did any of the regulations in matters re- 
lating to trade and commerce, which, for lome years part, had been fo numerous, derive their 
oiigin or their improvement from it. Of the fcveral Eaft India bills whidi Ivad been fuccef- 
fivcly produced fince 1767, not one of them had originated there: when the ads were framed 
which were preludes to the American w»ar, or attendant on its commencement, afts replete 
with commercial regulations, (vi7. the Intercourfe Bill; the Prohibitory Bill i tlic Filhcry 
Bill i) in none of thefe was the Board of Trade confulted. Even wiien the afts were framed 
which gave a free trade to Ireland with independent nations, and an equal trade to onr own 
colonies, wc do not find that tliis board had any otficial concern whatever. Upon the flrengtli 
of fuch arguments as thefe, aided by the very forcible fuggeflious that it was kept up for the 
purpofe of increafing cettain undue influence, the Board of Trade and Plantations was aboldh- 
cd on a divilion of the Houfc, when the numbers were, 20J for, and 199 agalnft, that 
mcafurc. 

On the 13th of March, Lord North moved for leave to bring in a bill to appoint and enable 
comniiffioners to take, flare, and make up the public accounts; to afeertain what bulaiices 
were in tlic hands of public officers ; to difeover what defefts cKifled in the mode of making 
up the accounts at the Exchequer ; and to report to the Houfe what they lliould deem the bcil 
method of removing them. I'his bill was direfted to three different objefts : the iirft was 
inform that Houfc and the public of the real flatc of the accounts of the kingdom, that the 
nation miglit fle in wdiat manner the great Turns which were granted by Parliament iiad btcn 
clifpofed of, 'riie fccond was, by afeertaining the outftaiKling balances, to enable government 
to compel payment; and the laft, by difeovering the defc^^s, to prevent fuch incouvcuiciicies 
in time to come. 'I hc perfons appointed to till the conimiition were not to be mcmlvns of the 
Houle of Commons, nor to enjoy any place of profit or ciiiolumcnt under the crown. 
bill pafled into a law, hut not without confidcrahlc oppofition, not only as to its general prin- 
ciple, but alfo to its particular anangements, A parliamentary committee of accounts was by 
many thought to be much preferable td Uic mode propoll J. "i hat lias, Iiowcvu, anlwcrcJ 
the expeflations o( ihofc who fupported it, and from the very able manner in which ic has been 
cairicd inro tffcft by the gentlemen appointed to the conimiflion, it has afioided uniycUal la- 
tislaftion to the nation, 

A bill forex, luding conmaors, under certain reftriaion.?, from fitting in the Houfc of 
Commons, had met with confidcrahlc oppofition, and w-is at icngtli rejeacd, the preceding 
feffion in that Houfc ; but, in the prefent fclfions it puffed in the Houfc of Commons, nn : 
was. of couffe, carried up to the Houfe of Lords. Tliere, however, it met with a very diflVi 
cut fate. It was there coutsndcdy that the piinciplc of the biil was evroneousj becatife it wc.it 

to 
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1780 tadisfranchlfc a moft refpeflable body of men, and deprive them of the moft valuable objctS; 
of ambition, that of reprefenting their fellow citizens* in the Parliament of a free country, 
without any charge being produced againft them of guilt or criminality. That government 
could not with, according to any principle of juftice, to exclude, mcrcliants of great property 
merely becaufe they happened to be engaged, fairly and honefily, in contracts with govern- 
ment, and unlcfs proofs were brought to the contrary, no one has a right to fuppofe that f'uch 
contrafts were otherwife than fair and beneficial ; and fliould they l>c proved, at any time, to 
be foundad in fraud and impofition, the la«rs had already provided proper puniflimeut for 
public as well as private delinquency. That it Mrould deter all reputable merchants, from 
fupplying our fleets and armies, upon any terms, with thofc necefTaries, which it would fu> 
qucntly happen that no others could furnifli ; and that ir would throw fuch an. important buH- 
Ticfs entirely into the hands of men, who either vVauted means and ability to fulfil their con- 
trafts, or inclination and honefty to fulfil them properly. In fliort, that it was fornaed either 
to banifli the mercantile intereft from the Houfe of Commons, or to place the cxiflence of our 
fleets and armies in the hands of beggars and bankrupts. Upon thefe and fi,milar arguments 
•the bill was finally rejeaed* 

On the of March, Lord North moved, That notice be given, that the capital ftock cr 
debt of 4,200*C00l. and all arrears of annuity due and payable in refpeft thereof fromtlic 
public to the United Company of Mlirchants trading to the Eaft Indies, (hould be paid on the 
fifth of April, 1783, agreeably to the power of rcdcjnption in the aft. His lordlhip obfcrvccl, 
that he had, for fomc time paft, expefted, that he Ihould liavc received prepofals from tlir. 
Eaft India Company for a renewal of their charter; but as none had come, he thought it iiis 
duty to inform the Houfe, that in conformity to certain ftlpulations, in various afts of Par- 
liament, the Eaft India Company’s charter would have three years to come, from the 25f.h of 
March enfuing; but as the ftilc had been altered lince the bargain was originally made, the 
new ftile changed the day, and carried it forw^ard to the 5lh of April ; from which day, there- 
fore, the company had three years right to an exclufivc trade to tiie Eaft Indies, but no more, 
provided the Parliament gave notice to pay them off the 4,2CX),oool. which was due to them 
from the public on or after that day. Lord North acknowledged, that he had feen certain 
propofitions, which he had thought might have been the ba{i% of a treaty for a new charter; 
but, on the direftors referring them to a general cotnt, they had been rejefted by a majority 
of the proprietors, and other propofitions had been framed and fcht to him, which he thought 
w^ere by no means fufliciently advantageous, nor fuch as, in his opinion, the public ouglu to 
accede to. He ftated the right of the public either to the whole of the territorial acquifuion'; 
and revenues ; or, if the company were allowed to hold tltc exclufivc trade longer, to a parti- 
cipation of the profits : and remarked, lhat as, the company had not offered him fuch propofi- 
tions, as appeared fit for him to treat upon, it was his duty to flare the matter to the liourc, 
and to make the motion that he now did; and which, after feme debate, was at length 
carried. 

, This motion docs not appear, as it was foggefted by fomc who oppofed it, to have been in- 
tended as a menace ; but merely to put in a claim, , on behalf of the public, to the reverfion of 
alright which undoubtedly belonged to them> at the very moment when it was efpecially proper 
that it fhould be formally made. It (liould be confidcred, if notice had not been properly given 
at this time, the cortjpany would have had a right to hold in their poffcflion that, which ought, 
in three years, to revert to the public, longer than they ought to hold it, and longer than tt 
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1780 was intended they (hould hold it> unlefs tlieir charter were renewed* It certainly could not 
be the ddlie of government to break with the company, or to force them to the ncccffity of a 
chlibltition ; but» at the iame time, tlie company could not imagine that the public lay at their 
mercy* 1 he public had an undoubted right to expeft great rciburces from the company, and 
fromthc tcrritoiial acquifitions in India: if the company, therefore, Ihould have been fo in- 
confiderate as not to come to a fiiir bargain with the public, fome plan mull have been adopted 
by government, to remedy the evil threatened to tlie revenue. 

From the different debates which took place at the India Houfe, refpeftlrlg the propolitions 
that had paft between the Court of Diredors and the Treafury Board, relative to the renewal 
of the charter, the following appeared to be the fituation of the company. . The ftock was 
valued at 3,2:00,000}. ; bonds and other debts, i,8oo,oooI.; total, 5,000,000!. Their propeity 
in India was ftated to exceed 13,000,000!. ; the government debt, 4,200,000!. and their effefis 
in England would, it was fuppofed, make up at Icaft 20,000,000!. So that if the company 
had broke up at the approaching term of the charter, the probability of which had been hinted 
at by the rniniftcr bimfclf, the proprietors would have divided 400]. llerling, at leaft, for icoL 
ftock, after paying the bond and other creditors, bcHdes the deduftion of ihcir capital. 

Among the many important matters which were propofed and agitated during the courfe of 
this bufyand aftive feffion of Parliament, an attempt was made, by General Conwav, to for- 
ward a reconciliation between Great Britain and AAierica by other means than the fwoicl. For 
this purpofc, that gentleman, on, the 5th of May, made a piotion for leave to bring in a bill, 
for quieting the troubles then reigning in the Britiih American colonies, and for enablii^g his 
Majefly to appoint commiffioncrs, with full powws to treat, and conclude upon terms of con- 
ciliation with the faid colonics. The purport of this bill was to hold out terms which the A- 
inericans at large, or any particular province might accept when they w^ould, and be immedi- 
ately in his Majefty’s peace. But, as it was oppofed by the friends of admlniftratiou, as in- 
adequate to the objeft, and hot fupported by the gentlemen on the other fide with any great 
degree of zeal or animation, it was rejefted by a confidcrable majority. 

Thc*firll abilities and moft powerful eloquence of this country had been employed in Par- 
liament, to obtain a reformation of the public expenditure, and a diminution of the influence 
of the crown, and fome leading points had been gained in both* Thefc efforts in the fciiatc 
had received confidcrable countenance and fupport from the county meetings and aiToclations. 
But any beneficial effefts which might have been expeSed from fuch exertions of fome of the 
ableft men in the kingdom, were, in a great degree, prevented by meetings of another kind, 
which occafioned very unexpcfled events, and chiefly took their rife from fome of the w'cakeit 
and moft unenlightened men the nation could produce. We refer to the Proteftant Airocia- 
tion, to the tumultuous meetings which originated from it, and to riots and conflagrations 
that took place in the metropolis, and threw a damp upon all aflbeiations, even for the moft 
coivftitutional purpofes ; excepting thofe only of a military kind, vvhiclx were afterwards form- 
ed for the public defence. , ,, 

In 1778, an aft was pafled, “ For relieving his Majefty's Subjefts; profeffmg the Romifli 
Religion, from certain Penalties and Difabilities impofed upon them in the eleventh and 
twelfth Years of the Reign of King William 111 .’* This act palled unanimoully; it being the 
general opinion of liberal minded men of all parties, that the laws againft the Papifts were 
abundairtly too rigorous ; and that in an enlightened age, which the principles of toleration 
fo much pxtvaikd, they were a diJgracc to ourftatutc books. Nor did the aft at firft appear 
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I 7'‘]o to excite ativ p'cu alarm among pei fons ofany dafs. But though the a£V was far enough from 
granting a legal toleration to the Papills, and only relieved them from tome particular penal- 
ties, as they now thought the government inclined to be more indulgent to them than farmer- 
ly, they began to take fomewhat greater liberties than they had hitherto done in the public ex- 
crcilc of their religion. Hence it was, that, by degrees, a number ofpcrlbns in Loudon, and 
fome other parts of the kingdom, began to cjqxrSfs great apprchenfions of Popery, and to ex-* 
claim againft the late aft, by which they thought it was countenanced and fupported. Meet- 
ings pfthefc zealous perfons wore hdd from time to time in London : they formed thcmfclves 
into a body under the title of the Proteftant AiTociation ; and Lord George Gordon, whofe 
coriduft had !?cen, for fome time, marked with a fanatic peculiarity, was elefted to be their 
prclidcnt. The objeft of this Affociatioii was to obtain a repeal of the late aft in favour of 
the Papifts. The members of it were, indeed, chiefly diflinguilhcd by zeal, by bigotry and 
by ignorance; they were, principally, Methodifls and bigotted Calvinills of the lower ranks 
of life ; and no perfons of liberal fentiments, of any party, appeared to have any conneftion with 
them. They became, however, very numerous ; a ’petition to Parliament was framed, for a 
repeal of the fate aft, the utmoft pains were employed to procure fubferiptions to it, and it was 
rcfolvcd, that it fhould be attended by great numbers of the petitioners in perfon, who were 
accordingly irivited, by a puWic advertifement, figned by Lord George Gordon, to meet in 
St. George's Fields, on the fccond day of June, for that purpofe. Accordingly, on that day, 
50,000 perfons are foppofed to have aflcniblcd, from whence they proceeded, with much regu- 
larity and order, to the Houfe of Commons, where their petition was prefented by their pre- 
fident. But no fooner were they arrived at the place of their deftination, and had filled up all 
the ftreets and avenues to both Houfes of Parliament, than they began to exoicife the authority 
derived from their numbers, by treating the members, efpctiaHy of the Houfe of Lords, with 
great indignity; fome of them narrowly efcaping w’ith their lives. In the mean time, the 
author and leader of this fedition, having obtained leave, in the Houfe of Commons, to bring 
up the petition, afterwards moved for its being taken into immediate conlideration. This mo- 
tion occafioned a debate ; but, notwitbflanding the dangers which menaced them, the Com- 
mons continued immoveable in their determination to oppofe the petition. Of 200 members, 
then prefent in the Houfe, fix only voted for it; the reft, with a fpirit that rcfleftecl the higheft 
honour both on their individual and public charafter, refifted it with the difdain ii fo highly 
merited. 

In the mean time the mob, on the arrival of the guards, who had been fent for on the oc- 
^afion, had difperfed itfelf into various parts of the town. Among other outrages, tliey dc- 
itioliflied two Romllh chapels belonging to foreign minifters, and openly vented the moft ter- 
rible menaces againft all people of that perfuafion. 

For fevcral fucceeding days the metropolis feemed to be at the mercy of lawlcfs bands of 
riotcjrs, and exhibited a fpcftaclc of calamity and horror, that has no parallel amonjS^ the modern 
dfefts of civil commotion* It is faid, tliat fires were feen blazing in thirty -fiiiji^ercntpart^ 
from one fpot. The great gaol of Newgate,, the prifons of the King’s Bench and the Fleer, 
the New Bridewell in St. George’s Fields, a very large dlftiflery in Holfaorn, with many pri- 
vate houfes, all being in a ftato of conflagration, prefented Ipeftacles of the moft fliocking 
nature. The Bank itfelf, that grand fupport of public credit and national commerce, was alfo 
attacked at two different periods, and fortunately for this country, was fo well guarded as to 
be attacked m vain. An univerfal panic feemed to have fciacd the inhabitants, all bufinefs 
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17S0 was fufpcndcd, and they fubmitted to the outrages committed on their property and them- 
felvcs, as to a viftorious army* At lengthy large bodies of troops arrived from different parts 
of the country, and, by applying the neceffary vigour of the military arm, a flop was put to 
the progrefs of the rioters ; and, on the afternoon of tlic eighth of June, people began to re- 
* cover a little from their conffernation. On this djiy the Houfe of Commons met; but al- 
though the rioters were quelled, it was« immediately noticed that the city of Weftminfter was 
under martial law, and they accordingly adjourned to the niriCteentlu 

It wo,uld certainly be very unjufl; to impute to the Protgftant Aflbeiation the whole of tlic 
mifehief that ciifued, or to firppofe that they forefaw the calamities to which they gave occa- 
fjon* But though thiiJ be admitted, it is evident that it was their wretched bigotry to which 
thefe unhappy fceiics owed their origin ; and that the members of that affociation manifefled a 
jpirit tlic very reverie of real and enlightened Proteflants, and difgraceful to tlic national cha- 
rafter. Such an exhibition of lilgotry in England was alfo the more dillionourablc, becaufe 
the picfent age is much enlightened on the fubjeft of toleration ; and even Papifts acknow- 
ledge the pernicious tendency of intokrance, and manifeft a more liberal fpirit in various parts 
of Europe. Some, indeed, have fuppofed that thefe difoi Jers were the rcfult of a premeditated 
elefign, and were coud lifted by men of refolution, who afted in concert ; and who, though 
under coiiccalnicnt, tlirefted all the motions of the populace. Others fufpefted that the eniif- 
faries of France were not idle during tliefe coramMions, and would not fail to promote all the 
mifehief of wliich they w^crc capable. In fliort, whatever foundations there might be for i'uf- 
picions or furmifes of this or any other kind, there is fcarcc a doubt if thefe horrid fccnes had 
lafled a few days longer, that all the glory and powder of this country would have been confu- 
med in the flames of London, and that law, commerce, and religion would have been buiLd 
under ilic ruins of our metropolis. 

As foon as this violent and unexpefted commotion began to fublidc, it was thought prop:r 
Xo fccurc Lord George Gordon. — He was arrefted, and commit ted dole prilbner to the d'ower, 
after having undergone a long examination before the principal lords of thc’councih 

On the 19th of June, the Parliament was opened, after this comj)ulfory reed's, a fpccch 
fioin the throne, in which notice was taken that the ouiiagcs committed hy bands of dcrpciate 
and abandoned men, liad fo overborne all civil authority, and threatened fo diieftiy the iuh- 
verfion'of ail legal power, the ddlrnftion of all property, and the confufion of every order in 
the ftate, that his Majefly found hirnfelf obliged, by every tic of duty and affeftion to his 
p('oplc, to fupprefs, in every part, thofe rebellious infurreftions, and to provide, for the public 
lafety, by the mofl; cfl'eftual and immediate application of the force entrufled to him by Par- 
liament. — His Majeily alfo added, that proper orders had been gi\en for brijiging tiie auth»ois\ 
abettors, and perpetrators of fuch infurreftiono, and of fuch criminal afts. to Speedy trial, and 
to fuch condign puniihmcnt as the laws, preferibed, and the vlnJicaticm of public jullicc de- 
manded, &c. The fpcech was generally approved on all luies, and the cuflomaiy addrefles 
carried without any oppbfltloii. Some animadveriion, liowcvcr, palled in both Houles upon 
the conduft of adminiftration, with rdpeft to the late diflurbances : the i\iifchids that had 
happened, and all the unhappy confequcnces that might enlut*, being directly charged to their 
ncglcft, in. not calling forth the civil power in time ; am! to their delay, in not employing the 
military till it was too late. But the ferviccs were fo numerous, and the applications fo con- 
tinual, and from fuch various quarters, for proteftion or alllflaucc, that the troops at hand 
VoL. IV. . P P do 
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} 7S0 do nor appear to have been in any degree fuflicient to anfwer the demands, until the arrival of 
the regulars and inilitia from the country. 

'1' he following day brought t>n, in a committee of the whole Houfe, the conhderatioii of 
fcveral petitions praying for a repeal of the late bill, which had been made the occallon of 
lo much inil'chicf : but no repeal waapropofed upon thofc petitions ; as the confcquenccs ap- 
prehended from the bill were confidcred as mereiiy vifionary. The queftion was, however, 
very folcmniy debated ; and the ilrll fpeakers of both parties in the Moufc of Commons, greatly 
diftinguillied themfelvcs in fupporting not only the bill itfelf, but a much broader fyflem of 
toleration than that which fupported it. 

In order, however, to quiet the minds, and to remove the .appreheniions of fuch well* 
incoming, but ill-informed perfons, as might be among the petitioners, refolutions to the fol^ 
lowing purport were moved for By Lord Beauchamp,' agreed to by the committee, and con- 
firmed by the whole Houfe “ 'T hat the efFe<ft and operation of the a^ palTed in the iSth of 
Ills prefent Majefty, for relieving his fubjc£is profclling .the Popilh religion from certain penal- 
ties and rcftri^lions impofed on them by an aft of the iith and lath of William the Third, 
have been mifrcprclcntcd and mifunderftobd. — That the faid aft of the i8th of his pre- 
fent Majefty, does not repeal or alter, or in any manner invalidate the fevcral ftatutes made to 
prohibit the cxercife of the Popilh religion, previous to the ftatute of the lath and 12th of 
King William II T. — That no ccclefiaftical or fpiritual jurifdiftion or authority is given, by 
the faid aft, to the Pope or the See of Rome, — That tliis Houfe does, and ever will, watch 
over the interefts of the Proteftant religion with the moft unremitted attention ; and that all 
attempts to feducc the youth of this kingdom from the eftabliftied church to Popery, arc highly 
criminal, according to the laws in force, and are a proper fubjeft of further regulation :~ 
And that all endeavours to difquict the minds of the people, by mifreprefenting the faid aft 
the iSth year of the reign of his prefent Majefty, as inconfiftent with the fafety, or irrccon- 
cilcable to the principles of the Proteftant religion, have a manifeft tendency to difturb tlie 
public peace," to break the union necelTary at this time, to bring difhonour on the national 
charaftcr, to diferedit the Proteftant religion in the eyes of other nations, and 10 furnilh oc- 
calion for the renewal of the pcrfecution of the Proteftant brethren in other countries.” 

On the 28th of June, a bill, brought in by Sir George Saville, for preventing perfons pro- 
‘ fefiing the Romilh religion from teaching or educating the cliildrcn of Proteftauts, was patfed 
the Houfe of Commons ; but the Houfe of Lords, intiucnced by a laudable fpiritof toleration, 
and at the fiimctime conftdcriug the bill as carrying the appearance of being forced upon them 
by outrage and menace, thought proper to rejeft it. 

On the 8th of July, his Majefty preceded the prorogation of Parliament with a fpecch from 
the throne,, the ftrength of which fecras to be tlirown into the concluding paragraph ; in which 
both Lords and Commons were e^arneftly called .upon to aftift his Majefty, by their influence 
and authority in their feveral counties, as they had already by their unanimous fupport in 
Parliament, in guarding the peace of the kingdom from future difturbances, and watching over 
the prefcrvailion of the public fafctv,jjggp^akc the people fcnlible of the happinefs they enjoy, 
and the diftinguifhed advantagorf^ey derive from our excellent conftitution in church and 
Hate ; to warn tlicm of the hazard of innovation ; to point out to them the fatal cohfcquences 
of fuch commotions as had lately been excited ; and to imprefs on their minds this important 
truth — 7 'hat rebellious infurreftions, to refift or reform the laws, muft either end in the def- 
uudliou of the perfon who makes the attempt, 0/ in the fubveifion of our free and happy con- 
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1780 flitutioii.-^Tbis may alfo be confulcrcd as concluding the political exiftciice of that Parliament, 
which was diffolved on the ifl of the September following. 

Though no great probability had liiihcrto appeared of a reduftion of tire Britilli colonics !«i 
America^ yet the preceding campaign had tcirainated with great diladvantage on the fide of the 
Americans. The maritime force of the New England provinces had been ahnoft wholly de- 
ft royed at Pen obfeot ; and they had fi^ff'ered a great and mortifying defeat at Savannah: the 
prpjefts formed by D’Eftaing had been fruftrated in the complcteft manner. He had been 
compelled to retire with a fhattered fleet and a broken army. Unable to profcK:ute any further 
operations, he was now returned to France, and the,Colonies were again left to their foie ex- 
ertions, with little pro fpeft of receiving any alTiftancc from their French aiiics, in fuflkient 
time to obviate cftcAually the attempts that might be made in confequciice of the fapeiiority 
now obtained by the Britifti forces. 

If the French admiral had fucceeded in Georgia, the fiege of New York would certainly 
have been undertaken, according to a plan concerted between him and General Walhlngton ; 
and the apprehenfion of fuch an event had obliged the Britifli commanders at New Yoik to 
make every neceffary preparation for a vigorous defence. But Count D’Eftaing having failed 
in his preliminary operations, and confiderablc bodies of troops which had joined the Ame» 
rican army, in full confidence of putting an end to the war by a dccifive blow, having re- 
turned home in a flatc of great difeontent, it wa^refolvcd to carry the Britifli arms foutlnvard, 
where the diflaticc from the centre of the enemies ftrength opened a fair profpeft of fuccefs, 
and tvhere an impreffion upon them would be more feverely felt than in any oth::r quarter, 
from the greater value of the countries whi’ch were the obje&s of reduflion, m point of 
wealth, commercial produce, and importance. 

The pofleflion of Georgia afforded a ready accefs to the large and valuable province of Caro- 
lina : it was determined, therefore, to make this the ohjeft of an expedition ; and, towards 
the clofe of the laft year, Sir Henry Clinton embarked w'lth a confiderablc land force, under 
convoy of a ftrohg fquadroii, commanded by Admiral Aibiuhnot. Their deftination was 
Savannah ; but their progrefs being much retarded by contrary winds and flormy wcatlier, 
they did not arrive off the coafl of Georgia till the expiration of January. On the 12th of 
February, the aimy was fafely landed on the ifiaikls in the vicinity of Chari? flown, and from 
thence proceeded to the banks of Afiilcy’s river, between which and Cooper’s river the town 
is fituated. On the ift of April, they broke ground within 800 j^ards of the American woiks 
and by the 8tli of the fame month the befiegers guns wrcrc mounted in battery. On the lotli. 
Sir Henry Clinton and Admiral Arbuthnot fumnioned the town to furrender to his Mnjcfly’s 
arms; but CJencral Lincoln, wdio commanded there, declaring it to l)e his intention to de- 
fend it to the laft extremity, ilic fiege commenced, and w^as carried on w'iiJi the utmoft bravery, 
fkill, and perfcvcrancc. On the 8tli of May, the Britifh commanders again fummoned the 
town to furrender, the offer being repeated, that on an immediate furrender, the lives and 
property of the inhabitants fiiould be preferved to them, Arficles of capitulation were then 
propofed by General Lincoln, which did not receive the approbation of Sir Henry Clinton 
and Admiral Arbuthnot: at length, however, the townt being clofely invdled on all fidcs, and 
the preparations to ftornt it in e\ciy part being in^great forwardness, llic y\merican gcnqral, on 
the lith of May, agreed to furrender on tlic iciiii . which had ali^^-dy been propoied to 
By the articles of capitulation, the continental ti r ops and failots were to remain prifonev: ot 
war till exchanged, but not to be derpoiicd of their pnvatc property: the militia in ganifon 
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1780 were to be permitted to return to their rcfpeAive homes, as prifoners on parole ; which parole, 
while they obferved it, was to fccure them from being niolched in their property by the Bri- 
tifli troops. The citizens of Charlellown were comprehended in this article ; while the fub- 
jeifts of France and Spain were allowed to retain their eflFcfts, and tabe permitted to leave the 
place, but to continue prifoners on parole.— The prifoners made on this occafion amounted 
to upwards of 6,000, amongft whom were i,ooo«faUors : feveral general officers were alfo in- 
volved in the furrendcr, and a great number of private perfoOs, from the great cagernefs with 
which all who were in the vicinity of Charieftown repaired to its dbfcnce. The artillery that 
fell into the hands of the viftors confitlcd of near 400 pieces, with four large frigates, a great 
number of boats, and a very confiderable quantity of military ftores. 

The confequence of the reduAion of Charieftown, was a general difeouragement of the 
people of the neighbouring provinces, and no fmall alarm and difeontent throughout the con- 
tinent, when the vaft expeftations excited by Count D*Eftaing were contrafted with his 
failure, and the fuccefles of the Britiflr arms under Sir Henry Clinton. In order, however, 
to prevent him, if poffibic, from improving them, grtat exertions were made by the Ameri- 
cans to collefli a force fufficient to make fome kind of ftand, till a proper army could be formed* 
For this purpofe, detachments from feveral parts were drawn to the borders of North Caro- 
lina, wd}crc it was naturally expc£lcd the next motions of the Britilli army would be direfted. 

• On receiving this intelligence, Lord Cornwallis marched up the country, and completely de- 
ft roved the remaining force of the enemy in tlrat quarter. 

After this fuccefs, the reduftion of the extenfive province of South Carolina was deerned fo 
complete, at the time of Sir Henry Clinton’s returning to his government of New York, that 
he informs the miniftcr for the American department, in his letter, that there were few men 
in the province who were not either prifoners to, or in arms with the Britifli forces ; and he 
cannot reftrain his exultation, at the number of the inhabitants who came in, from every 
quarter, to teftify their allegiance, and to offer their fcrviccs in arms, in fiipport of his IVla- 
jcfty’s government i and who, in many inftances, had brought as prilbncrs their former 
leaders. That officer accordingly, in fettling the affiiirs and government of the province, 
adopted a fcheme of obliging it to contribute largely to its own defence, and even to look for- 
ward in prefent exertion to future feefirity, by taking an aftivc lhare in the fupprcffion of the 
Tcbellion on its borders. With this view, he was determined to admit of no neutrals., and 
that every man who didmot avow himfelf an enemy to the Britifli government, fliould take 
an'aftlve part in its fupport. On this principle, all perfons were expefted to be in readinefs 
with tlieir arms at a moment’s warning ; thofc who had families, to form a militia for the 
home defence ; but thofc who had none, to ferve with the royal forces, for any fix months of 
the enfuing twelve, in which they might be called upon, to aflift “ in driving their rebel op- 
preflbrs, and all the miferies of war, far from the province,” &c. 

This fyftcm of fubduing one part of the Americans by the other, and of cftablifhing fuch 
an internal force in each fubjugated colony, as would be nearly, if not entirely, equal to its 
defence, had been often held out, and frequently fuggefted in England, as extremely prafti- 
cablc. It therefore became the duty of Sir Henry Clinton to form fuch a plan in South Ca- 
rolina, and for Lord Cornwallis, who fuccceded him in the government, to purfue it : but 
all their fanguine expeflations feem to have had but afhallow foundation, and the firft mo- 
ment of ferious trial brought difappointment along with it.' Indeed, in a very fhort time after 
Sir Henry Clinton’s departure from Cliarleftown, it appeared that many of the inhabitants 
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1780 were fo dlffatisficd with ^he prcfcnt. government, that they endeavoured to dlfpofe of their 
property upon fucli terms as they could obtain, and to abandon the province. This conJa£l 
became fo frequent and glaring, that Lord Cornwallis found it necelTary towards the end of 
J uly, to ifluc a proclamation, llriftly forbidding all Tales and transfers of property, including 
even negroes, without a licence firft obtained fiom the commandant of Charleflown ; and 
iikewife prohibiting all mailers of veffels^ from carrying any perfon whatever, whether black 
or wlute, out of tlie colony, without a written^pafTport frorii the fame officer. The battle oC 
Camden, that took place in the month of Augufl, in which Lord Cornwallis gained a com- 
plete viflory over the American army commanded by General (jates, convinced the Englifli 
general that the return of American loyalty was a matter of no folicl reliance ; that he could 
do little more than anfvvcr for tl)C ground on which he encamped ; and that in tlie war iii 
which he cortimanded, fuccefs did not wait upon vi£lory. 

The affairs of America continued alfo to be extremely critical : the difficulties of tlie Con- 
grefs and the people had been greatly cncreafcd by the depreciation of their paper currenev.-— 
At the time when tlic colonics engaged in a war witli Great Britain, they iiad no regular civil 
government eftabllfhcd among them of fuffilcient energy to enforce the coUcQion of taxes, or 
to provide funds for the redemption of fucU bills of credit as their ncceffuies obliged them to 
iffue. In confequence of this {late of things, their bills encreafed in quantity far beyond the 
fum necellary for the purpofe of a circulating mcdilim ; and as they wanted, at the fame time, 
fpecific funds to reft on for their redemption, they faw their paper currency daily fink in value. 
The depredation continued, by a kind of gradual progreflion, from the year 1777 to 1780; 
fo that, at the latter period, the continental dollars were palled, by common confent, in mo ft 
parts of America, at th%rate of below their nominal value. The impolTibility of kegp- 

ing up the credit of the currency to any fixed ftandard, occalloncd great, and almoft infuprra- 
bic embarraffmeuts, in afeertaining the value of propeity, or carrying on trade with anv fuffi- 
cient certainty. Thofe who fold, and thofe who bought, were left without a rule whe.con to 
form any judgment of their profit or their iofs, and every fpccics of commerce or exchange, 
whether foreign or domcftic, was expofed to numberlefs and incrcafing difficulties. Tlie confe - 
quenccs of tlie depreciation of the paper currency were alfo felt with peculiar feverity by fucli 
of the Americans as were employed in their military fcrvices, and greatly augmented their 
other haidlliips. The rcquilitions made by the Congrefs to the fcvcral colonies for fupplici;, 
were alfo far from being always regularly complied with ; and their troops were not unfa- 
quently in want of the moft common ncccffarics, which very naturally occafioncd compLints 
and difcontcnls among them. Some of thefe difficulties, as they rcfultcd from tucjr particular 
fituation, no wifdom, perhaps, could have prevented ; but they feem to have arifcii, in parr, 
from the Congrefs not being fufficiently acquainted with the principles of tinance, and from a 
defeft of fyftem in the departments of their government. The caufc of the Ameucans appears 
alfo to have fuffered fomewhat by their depending too much on temporary cnlillmeins : but 
.the Congrefs endeavoured, towards the clofc of the year 1783, to put their army upon a more 
permanent footing, and to give all the fatisfa£iion to their officers and foldiers which tlicir cir- 
cumftances would admit. They appointed a commitU:c for arranging their finances, and made 
fome new regulations refpefting their war-office and treafary -board, and other public de- 
partments. But, notwithftanding thefe, and various other oppreihve dilad vantages under 
which they at this time laboured, the Americans appeared to entertain no doubts but that they 
fliould be able to maintain tlicir independency , and, on the 4th of July, celebrated the anm- 
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1780 vcriary of its declaration at Philadelphia, with no inconfidcrable difplay of patriotic feftivltj 
and public rejoicing. " 

A very principal motive for Spain to join the confederacy againll Great Britain was the 
anxious and natural dehre to recover Gibraltar. The poiTelGon of this important fortrefs by 
a foreign power was highly mortifying to the Spanifti court and nation. It was conapared to 
the long retention of Calais by the Englifli> in former days, and the recovery of it was deemed 
as eflential to the honour of the Spaniards* as that of Calais had -been reputed by tte French, 
in regard to their own. The principal plan of aftion was formed according to this idea* which 
was warmly adopted throughout Spain* and ferved* in no fmall degree* to reconcile the people to 
a w^ar, which was* in other refpefts, fo much againfl their real interefts. As foon as the rup« 
tore was determined upon at Madrid,thc Spanilh court gave immediate orders to the command- 
ing officer of tlie forces in tlic vicinity of Gibraltar, to cut off all communication with that 
place, and to inveft it in the clofeft manner poUiblc. 

While the Spanifli general blockaded Gibraltar by land, t!ie admiral, Don Barcelo, did the 
fame by fea; but notwithilandiug his fuperiority* ihe Britifn ihips of force then in the bay, 
exerted themfclves with fo-much activity and fpirit, as to elude his vigilance on numbcrlcfs 
occafions. 

The principal inconvenience under which tl>c garrifon laboured, was the frequent fcarcity 
of frelh provifions : it had hitherto b^en abundantly fupplied from the coad of * Barbary, but 
to what caufes it might be owing, a furpriEing and unaccountable alteration had taken place 
in forae of the dates along tliat coaft* The Emperor of Morocco, in particular, had trans- 
ferred his friendlhip from Great Britain to Spain, in a manner wholly unprecedented. He 
. e^oudd the caufe of the latter with a zeal and partiality the m#rc aftohilhiiig, as Britain InJ 
given him no provocation, and as the enmity fubfiding for fo many ages between the Spani- 
ards and Moors, was in a manner conditutional, and founded upon caufes that couid 
never- ceafe to operate. So great, however, were the indudry and refolution of the Britiih 
officers and feamen, that, in fpite of all obdru^l’ions, they frequently found means to procure 
the rcfrediments that were wanted. In tlic mean time, the defence of the garrifon .was fo 
vigorous, even while it continued to be fupplied in this fcanty manner, that the enemy began 
to lofe ail hope of reducing it. In order, however, to deprive it of this fupport, they formed 
a project of burning all the Ihipping in the bay of Gibraltar. For this purpofe, in the night 
of the 6th of June, favoured by an uncommon darknefs, ten firc-fliips^ dood over from the 
Spanilh to the Britidilide of the bay ; but from the enemy’s precipitation in bring their blips 
too foon, and to the heavy cannonade with which they were received, the attempt was fruftra- 
ted. Tlic failure of this projeft was followed by the defeat of aaany others : — No fooner had 
the enemy puihed their worki forward, and condrufted new batteries, than they were coa- 
ftantly dedroyed ; fo that the labour of many days was often lod in a very few hours, and the 
whole to be recommenced with little profpeft of future fuccefs. 

According to a return made of the inhabitants and garrifon of Gibraltar about this time, 
the number of inhabitants was 3201 ; of which there were 506 Englilh, 1832 Roman Catho- 
lics, and 863 Jews. — The houfes amounted to 446, of which 195 belonged, to Protedants, 
144 to Roman Catholics, and loy to Jews. The garrifon confided of the 12th, 39th, 56tb, 
58th, 7 2d, and 73d Englifh, with three Hanoverian regiments. 

Notwithdanding the misfortune which had befallen Spain in the capture and dcdru£lion of 
the fq-uadron under Admiral Langara, it was judged incumbent on the Houfc of Bourbon to 
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1780 preferve that appearance of ftrength which they had at firft difplayed, A jnnfllon was con- 
feqiaently formed of the French and Spanifli fleets, in the fame manner as in llie preceding 
year, though with a very inferior force. To this naval combination was oppofed the Britifli 
fleet of thirty fliips of the line, commanded by Admiral Geary, who failed from Spitbead in 
the early part of June, and in the beginning of July,* was fo fortunate as to fall in with a rich 
fleet from Port au Prince, of which he t(7ok twelve fa*ll ; the reft, with the Ihips of war that 
convoyed them, efcaped, from the hazinefs of the weather. But the fatisfaftion afforded by 
this fuccefs, was fliortly loft in the contemplation of one of the heavieft blows that had ever 
been fuftained by the Britifh commerce : a rich and confiderable fleet, for the Eaft and Weft: 
Indies, under the conduft of Captain Moutray of the Ramilies, and two or three frigates, was 
intercepted, on ihe 9 th of Auguft, by the combined fleet, under the command of Don Louis de 
Cordova : five Eaft India fliips {which, befides arms, ammunition, and a train of artillery, were 
conveying a large quantity of naval ftorcs, for the fupply of the Britilh fquadron in the Eaft) 
and above fifty Weft Indiamcn were taken ; the Ramilies, with the frigates, and a few of the 
Weft India ftiips, had the good fortune to cfcape. This fleet included, befides the Eaft India- 
mcn and merchantmen, eighteen viftuallers, with a number of ftorefhipa and tranfports, def- 
tined for bis Majefty’s fervicc in the W'cft Indies. But the principal detriment fuftained by 
this capture, was the lofs of fcamcn and troops, and of the fupplies which were fo much 
wanted in the diflFcrent places for which they were intended. The number of prifoners 
amounted to 2,700 failors and foldiers, near 100 officers, and about 200 paffengers of botli fexes. 

As the combined fleet was known to be at Cadiz, and its putting to fca anxioufly appre- 
hended, it was certainly a very extraordinary condufl in government to fuffer fuch a fleet to 
take a courfe fo clofe to the coaft of Spain ; at leaft, if fuch a courfe l^ad been necefliiry, the 
grand fleet itfelf could not have been better employed than in guarding fucli a ricli and impor- 
tant flota till it was out of danger. But the reafon afligned fpr this unfortunate rifque, that 
it was run in order to accommodate the merchants and the Eaft India Company, was by no 
means fufficient to juftify the bufinefs ; for it does not appear that it was at all nccelTary to 
fleer clofc to the continent of Europe in order to toucli at the Madciras ; and, befides, as there 
was not a force fufficient for its proteftion, the courfe fliould have been varied, and fuited to 
the emergency and danger. Indeed, the mercantile accommodation, however it may be, ir\ 
general, a very eflential objeft of miniftcrial attention, was not of that degree of imporu.nce 
as to juftify fuch an hazard : the merchants might have provided their wines in another man- 
ner. — The confidcration of fuch matters belonged properly and folely to the minillers at large, 
and to the admiralty in particular : they poflefled ail the means of information, and it there- 
fore became their duty, in all fuch cafes, to inform the ignorance, or to correft tlic feiflfhnefs 
of the mercantile adventurer. 

About the fame time, an account was received of the iofs of a great part of the outward- 
bound Quebec fleet, which was intercepted off the banks of Ncwrouudland in the beginning 
of July, by feme American privateers. Several of thefe vellcis were retaken, but about four- 
teen rich Blips were carried entirely off. 'I'hcfc lofles were very feverely feir, and operated as 
a heavy counterbalance to the captures the Britifh privateers and fliips of war had made from, 
the enemy. 

While, however, all the reft of Europe were entering into a confederacy, calculated for the 
fubvcrfion of the Britifh naval power, the Queen of Portugal alone perfevered in her friendThip 
for us, and refufed to accede to the armed neutrality. 'Ihis refufal was the more generous^ as 
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1780 it was, in efFc£l, rendering herfelf liable to the refentment of the Houfe of Bourbon, at a time 
when the ability of England for her proteftion became every day more precarious. It was, 
therefore, much to be regretted, that this friendfliip was in feme degree weakened, and in dan- 
ger of being loft, through the imprudence of fome Britilh offTcers on the coail of Portugal, 
who, not contented with the advantages which they debited from the free ufe of her ports, 
and the fccurity thereby afforded to their prized, are faid to have proceeded to equip and fit 
out cruizers in the river Tagus, in order to ad againft the enemy. This produced an order 
from that court, prohibiting the privateers of all nations from entering her ports, excepting in 
cafes of real necclTity ; an4 forbidding, even then, tkeir longer flay than that ncccflity might 
; demand. 

Since the commencement of hoftilitics between Great Britain and her colonics, an inter- 
courfe very hoftile to the former had been carried bn by the Dutch with the latter; though 
not openly avowed by the Sates-Gcneral, it was encouraged by numbers of individuals, not 
only of the commercial clafles who profited by it, but all other denominations. The cmif- 
• faries of France excited fuch a fpirit of enmity to Britain, that all the reprefentations which 
were made of the detriment accruing to' them, from fuch a condud being permitted 01 con - 
nived at, did not appear to. make any imprefilbn on the States. 

When France declared hcrfclf in favour of America, the French fadion, which^Iiad been 
ally gaining ftrength, determined tc? follow the example of that power; but in c^cr, at the 
fame time, to avoid the refentment of Great Britain, judged it fafeft to enter intq^clandcflinc 
treaty with the Americans : for this purpofe, a private ncgociation was fet on 0 ooi with the 
commifiioners appointed by the Congrefs, • f 

This ncgociation was principally patronifed by the regency of Amdcrdam/ a city that had 
long been notorious for its partiality to the caufe of FVance, or indeed of^ny power that vvas 
hoftile to Great Britain. The peiifionary of this city, Mr. Van Berktfi, a man of abilities, 
and a fvvorn enemy to the Englifh, was the perfon who conduded this bufmefs : being, from 
his office, a miniUcr of fiate of the greateft authority and influence, it was fpeedily fettled.-- 
Thus an alliance was produced between the Dutch and the Americans, of which the common 
enmity of both to the Britilli nation became the flrongcfl bond. The terms of the treaty were, 
indeed provifional, and the treaty itfcif purely commercial ; but the Americans were clearly 
conhdered, in the wiiole of it, as a free and independent nation. 

Though Amllcrdam alone feemed to ad upon this occafion, yet the wmrld well uiidcrflooJ, 
that the weight of this great and powerful city was too heavy to be countcr])alanccd by tlial ut 
the wfiole province of which it is the capital, or even of all the Seven United Provinces, It 
was from a knowdedge of this, together with the fuperiorlty of the French fadion iii IIolIaiKi, 
that the Congrefs relied on tli^ validity of any meafurcs and tranfadions that might tukc place 
between the refpedive agents of the contrading parties. Still, however, this treaty was nc- 
gociated and concluded in the utmoft concealment and privacy. — It was ligned on the 4th ot 
September, 1778, by Mr, Dc Neufville, a Dutch merchant, on the one hand, and Mr. A\ il- 
liani Lee, on the other ; both of whom repaired to Aix la Chapcllc for that purpofe, in order 
to avoid all fufpicion. 

■ This tranfadion had now lain dormant two entire years, and the ruling powers in America 
began to be .very impatien t to bring it forward, and to obtain an open ackiiowledgenient it 
on the part of Holland. The event's of thefe two years were fuch, as encouraged them to 
^;^thiiik that the Dutch would not be backward to comply wuth their wUhes. Much altercation 
Q had 
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1780 had taken place, and no fmall di%u(l created between Great Britain and Holland, from the 
continual afliftance which the latter alForded to France, and the refolute raelhods which the 
former had adopted in order to prevent it. 

Such Was the fttuation of aft'airs, when Congrefs rcfolvcd to depute a perfon of the bigheft 
rank among them to Holland,, in the charai^ei: of an ambaffador, for the purpofe of bringing 
forward the bufmefs of an altiancc beme^ri both countries to a folid and efFeftual conclufion. 
The perfon chofen for this impoitant bufincf;, was Mr. Henry Laurens, late Prefident of the 
Congrefs, a gentleman of acknowledged abilities and refpeftable charafler. The high ftation 
he had filled wnth fo much propriety and applaufe, gave additional w^eight to the commifilon 
he was invefted with> — were confidcrations that might be naturally expefted to accclcraie the 
union propofed between Holland and America. With this view he embarked at Philadelphia 
in a Congrefs packet, which, on tl^ third of September, was taken by tlie Vcftal, Captain 
Kcppcl, near Newfoundland, He had thrown his paj^ers overboard ; but tlicy were recovered, 
without having received any materia] injury; and, on his 'arrival in England, after having 
undergone an examination before the Privy Council, Mr. Laurens was committed clofc pri- 
foncr to the I'ower, on the fixth of Oflober, on a charge of high treafon. Among bis papers 
was found the treaty we have already mentioned, and which was entitled, A Treaty of Amity 
and Commerce between the Republic of Holland and the United States of America. This 
important inflrumcnt we lhall give at large. , 

The preamble recites, “ Tliat tlic fald contracting ftates of Holland and America, wifiiing 
to eftablifh a treaty of commerce, have rcfolvcd to fix it on the balls of a perfeft equality, and 
the reciprocal utility arifing from the equitable laws of a free trade; provided, that the con - 
tra£tlng parties lhall be at liberty to admit, as they think good, other nations to partake of the. 
advantages arifing from the laid trade aftuated by the above equitable principles, the before-* 
mentioned contrading parties have agreed en the I'ullowing articles ; 

Art. I. I'hcrc lhall be a permanent, unalterable, and univerfal peace and amity, cftablilh- 
ed between their High MigbtinciTes of the Seven Provinces of Holland, and the United States 
of North America; as well as between their refpeftivc fubjefts, iflands, towns and territories, 
fituatc under tlic jurifdiflion of the refpeftive ftates above-mentioned, and their inhabitants, 
without any diftinftion whatfoever of perfons or fexes. 

“ 11 . The fubjefts of the United Provinces of Holland lhall be liable only to fuch duties as 
arc paid by the natives and inhabitants of North America, in all the countries, ports, iflands 
and towns belonging to the faid ftates ; and lhall enjoy the rights, liberties, privileges, immu* 
uitics and exemptions in their trade and navigation, common to the faid natives and inhabi- 
tants, when the fubjefts of Holland lhall have occafion to pais from one American ftatc to 
another, as well as when bound from thence to any part of the world. 

IIL The privileges, kc. granted by the foregoing article to the States of Holland, are, 
by theprefent, confirmed to the inhabitants of North America, 

“ IV. The refpeftive fubjefts of tlic cotitrafting parties, as well as the inhabitants of the 
countries, iflands, or towns belonging to the faid parties, lhall be at liberty, without produc- 
ing a written permiflion, private or public pafs, to travel by land or water, or in whatever 
manner they think beft, through the kingdoms, territories, provinces, See, or dominions 
whatever, of either of the confederated Hates, to have their free egrefs and regrefs, to remain 
in the faid places, and during the whole time be at liberty to purchafe every thing ncccflary to 
their own fubfiftence and ufc ; they Hull alfo be treated with every mark of reciprocal friend- 
VoL. IV. CLq 
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1780 ^Lip ai)d favour. Provided ncverthclcfs, that in every circumftancc they demean themfclve« 
if\ pcifeft conibrniiiy with the laws, llatutcs, and ordinances of thofe faid kingdoms, towns, 
&c. where they may fojourn j treating each other with mutual fricndfhip, and keeping up ^ 
among tliemfelves the moft perfect harmony, by means of a conftant corrcfpondencc. 

** V. 'fhe 1‘ubjcfls of the contrafting powers, and the inhabitants of all places belonging 
to the faid powers, lhall be at liberty to carry their llrips and goods (fuch as are not forbidden 
by the law^ of the refpeftive ftates) into all ports, places, &c. belonging to the faid powers, 
and to tarry, without any limitation of time: to hire whole houfes, or in part: to buy and 
purchafe from the manufefturer or retailer, cither in tlie public markets, fairs, all forts 
of goods and merchandize not forbidden by any particular law : to open warchoufes for the 
falc of goods and cfFefls imported from other parts: nor fliall they be at any time forced againft 
their coafent, to bring the faid goods and wares to- the markets and fairs; provided, never- 
thelefs, that they do not dlfpofe of them by retail, or clfewhcre : they ftjall not, however, be 
liable to any tax or duties, on this or any other account, except thofc only which are to be 
paid for their fliips or goods, according to the laws and curtoms of the refpedive ftates, and 
at the rate ftipulatcd by the prefent treaty. Moreover, they lhall be entirely at liberty to de- 
part, without the Icaft hindcrance, (this extends alfo to their wives, children, and fuch fer- 
vants who may be defirous to follow their mafter) and to take with them all goods bought or 
imported at anytime ; and for fuch places as they may think proper, by land, or fea, or rivers, 
or lakes ; all privileges, laws, couceffions, immunities, &c. to the contrary notwithftanding. 

VL In regard to religious worfliip, the moft unbounded liberty fhall be granted to the 
fuhjcds of the faid confederate ftates, for themfeives and ftunilics. They fliall not be com- 
pelled to frequent the churches, &c. but fliall have full liberty to perform divine fcrvice, after 
their own manner, without any molcftation in either church or chapel, or private houfes 
(apirtls ferihus)^ It is further provided, that any fubjed of one of the contrafting powers 
dying, in any place belonging to the other, fliall be interred in decent and convenient places, 
allotted for that purpofc ; and, in fine, that no infult fliall, at any time, or in any manner 
whatever, be offered to the dead or interred bodies, 

VIL It is farther agreed and fettled, that in all duties, impofts, taxes, See. laid on goodi, 
perfons, merchandize, See. of each and every fubjeft of the contrafting powers, under any 
’ denomination whatfoever, the faid fubjeds, inhabitants, See. fliall enjoy equal privileges, fian- 
chifes, immunities, either in the courts of jufticc, and in every matter of trade, commerce, 
or any other cafe, and fhall be treated with the fame favour and diftindion hitherto granted, 
or hereafter to be granted to any foreign nation whatfoever. 

VIll. Their High Mighunefles the States General of the Seven United Provinces, fliall 
ufe the moft efficacious means in their power, to protedi the fhips and goods belonging to any 
of the United States of America, be they public or private property, when in the ports, roads, 
or feas adjoining the faid iflands, &c. belonging to their faid High Mightinefles, and to ufc ah 
, their endeavours to bring about a reftitution to be made to the owners, or their agents, of all 
vclTcls and goods captured within their jurifdidion ; and the fhips of war belonging to thcii 
faid High Mightinefles fhall take under their protedion, and convoy the fliips belonging to 
the faid American States, or any of the fubjeds or inhabitants thereof, following the fame 
courfe, and defend the faid fhip as long as they remain in company, againft all attacks, vio- 
lence, or oppreffion, in like manner as they arc in duty bound to defend the fhips of their 
High MightinclTes the Seven United Provinces of Holland, 
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1780 «* IX. By this ariiclc, the fame obligation is laid on the American Spates, in favour of the 

Ihippring, &c. belonging to thofe of Holland. 

X* Thoir High Mightincllcs the States of Holland fliall interpofc, and employ their good 
offices in favour of the faid American States, their fubjeas and inhabitants, with the Emperor 
of Morocco, the Regencies of Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli, and all along the coaft of Barbary 
and Africa, and with the fubjefts of the feid powers, that the (hips, &c. of the faid American 
States, be as much as poffiblc, and to tiic beft advantage, protedfed againfl the violences, !n^ 
fults, depredations, See. of the abovefaid princes and fubjedts on tlic coail of Barbary and 
Africa* 

XI. Itffiall be permitted and granted to each and every fnl)icft and inhabitant of the 
contradling powers, to leave, bcriUcnih, or dtfpofc of, in cafe of fickneE, 01 at their deatl], 
all. cffcdls, goods, merchandiruM, reaciy money, 6cc. being their property, at or before their 
dcceafc, in any town, ifiand, kc. belonging to the icfpcdlivc contradling powers, in favour 
of fuch perfon or perfons, as they may think proper. Moreover, whether the faid fiibjcdls 
fhould die after having made fucli wills, or inteftate, their Iwawful heirs, executors, or admi- 
nlflraloTs^ dwelling in any part of the pofleffions of the contrafting power?., or aliens coming 
from other countiics, ihall be at liberty, without hindrance or delay, to claim, and take pof- 
fcifion of, all fucdi goods and cffcdls, conformably to the rcTpcflive lav;s of each couutrv. 
Nor rtiail their rigitt be difputed, under pretence of»anY prerogative, peculiar to any feparatc 
province, or perfon whatfoever. Provided, ncvcrthclcfs, that the claim to the effcdls of a 
perfon who died inteftate, be fupported by fudi proofs as the laws of either of the contrafling 
powers have provided in fuch cafes ; all laws, ftatutes, edicls, droas d'/iuhmc^ See. to the con- 
trary notv;ithftanding. 

“ XII. The eftcdls and properly of the fubjedts of either of the contradling powers, dying 
in any town, ifland, belonging to the ollur, flrall be fequeitered for the ufc of the lawful 
bacirs and fucccflbrs of the dcccafed. The council, or public minifter of the nation, to which 
the perfon thus dying belonged, lliali take an inventory of all fuch goods, effedls, papers, writ- 
ings, and books of account of the dcceafcd. The faid inventory to be delivered into the 
hands of three merchants of known and approved integrity, who ffiall be nominated for tlie 
purpolc of adling as truftccs to the heirs, executors, &c. or creditors of the dcceafcd ; nor lhall 
any couit of judicature interfere, unicfs the faid heirs, &c. Ihould require it in the due courfc 
of law. 

“ XIll. The rcfpcctivc fubjcdls of the contradling parties, fliall be at liberty to choofc for 
thcmfcives advocates, attornics, notaries, folicitors, and agents ; to this end, that fuch advo- 
cates, &c. lhall, by the judges of tlic court aforefaid, be called in, if the faid judges Ihould, 
by the parties, be required fo to do. 

XIV. The merchants, commanders, or owners of fliips, fliilors of every denominciiioii, 
fliips or vdlcls, effedls, and goods in general, belonging to either party, or any of its lubjeds 
or inhabitant, lhall, at no time, for any private or public purpofe, by virtue ot any tJid 
whatfoever, betaken, or detained in the countries, ports, iflands, Ax. belonging to either of 
the contradling parties, to be employed in the fervicc, to forward military expeditions, or any 
other purpofe ; and much Icfs for tlie private ufc of any one, by violence, cr other means made 
ufc of to moleft or infult the faid fubjeSs. It is farther ftridly forbidden to the laid fubjeas, 
on both fides, not to take away, violently, the property of cacli other; but, the confent of 
the proprietor once obtained, they flrall be at liberty to purchafe, payiug ready money for tlu 
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317S0 fame. This article, however, is not to be nnderftood as ejitcnding to fuch cafes, where the 
fcizAirc fhall be made, or the embargo laid by the authority oftlic Icgiflatm power for debts 
incurred, or crimes committed, which fhall be tried by the due courfc of law. 

XV. It is farther provided and agreed, that all merchants, commanders of Ihips, and 
other fubjcils belonging to their High Mlghtineflcs the States of the Seven United Provinces, 
fhall regulate their private affairs by thcmfclve^s, or by fuch agents as they may diufe, in all 
and every place within thv jurifdiflion of the United States of America : nor lhall they be com- 
pelled to employ, or pay any interpieter or broker, but fuch as they tliiuk fit to appoint. 
Moreover, in the lading or unlading of fiiips, the mailers fliall not be obliged to employ per-- 
Ions appointed for that piirpofe, by public authority ; but fliall be at full liberty to do it them- 
fclvcs, or call in the affiftance of any one they fliall chufe, without being liable to pay any fee 
or retribution to any bodv. Neither fliall they be compelled to land any particular mcrchaa-* 
clize, to put them on board other fliips, to take others on board their own, without their free 
confent ; or to remain laden longer than they fhall think proper. The fubjefts and inhabitants 
of the United States of America, fhall folly enjoy the fame privileges in all the dominions of 
the States of Holland. 

XVI, In cafe any difpute or cemtroverfy fhould arife between the maftcr of a fliip and 
his crew, belonging to one of the two nations, and then in any port within the dominions of 
the other, concerning the payment of wages, orany other matter to be determined by the civil 
law, the magiflrate of fuch port, or place, fhall only require the defendant to deliver to the 
plaintiff, a declaration under his hand, and witnefled by the faid magiflrate ; by which the fald 
defendant fhall bind himfelf to appear, and anfwcr the complaint laid againft him, before a 
competent judge in his own country. This being done, the faid crew fhall not be permitted 
to leave the fhip, or prevent the mailer from following his courfe. The merchants of either 
jiation fhall be authorifed to keep their books in what language and manner they may think 
befl, without the Icafl hindrance or molcflation. But, in cafe it fhould be neceflary, in order 
to fettle a point of law, for them to produce their books, they fliall bring them into court for 
examination ; in fuch a manner, however, that neither the judge, nor any one elfc, whatfo- 
ever, fliall be permitted to perufe any article in the faid books, but fuch as may be abfolutcly 
ncceffary to. afeertain the authenticity and regularity of the faid books. Nor fhall any one, 
under any pretence whatever, prefume to force the faid books and writings from the owners, 
or detain them : cafes of bankruptcy alone excepted. 

XVIL The fhips of either nation, bound to the refpeflive ports, fhall, upon a juft caufe 
of being fufpc&ed, either in regard to their deflination or their cargoes, be obliged to produce, 
cither at fca, in the roads, or ports, not only their pafTports, but alfo certificates, witneffing 
that the goods they have on board are not prohibited by the rcfpc£livc laws* 

** XVIII. If, upon fuch certificates being produced, the examining party fhould difeover 
that fome of the goods mentioned in the bills of lading arc prohibited by this treaty, or bound 
to fome port belonging to the enemy ; in fuch cafe it fhall not be lawful to break into any part 
of the fliip, or force any trunks, boxes, barrels, &c. nor even to difplace any part of the car- 
goes (whether fuch fhip belongs to Holland or America) to come at the faid goods, which arc 
not in any ways to be fcarchcd until they are landed in the prefence of fome officers of the Ad- 
miralty Court, who fhall enter a verbal procefs about them. Nor fliall it be permitted to fell, 
exchange, or adulterate the faid goods in any wife, till the law fliall have taken its courfc, and 
the matter be determined by the fentcnce of the refpeftive Admiralty Courts, pronouncing 

them 
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tained, tihdcr the pretence of part of the lading being condemned, and much lefs confifeated 
as lawful pri2&e8. But, in cafe part of the cargo fliouid epnfift of tiic faid prohibited goods^ 
and the naaflcr of the Ihip fliall confent to deliver them up immediately, then the captor, hav-' 
ing taken out of the faid fliip the prohibited goods, fliall permit the maftcr to continue his 
courfc to tlieplace of his deftination; yot, if all the prohibited goods could not be taken on 
board the captor, the latter fliall, notwithftanding the mafter'&frec tender of the faid goods^ 
bring the former into the ueareft port, where it fliall be produced in manner aforefaich 

XIX. It is agreed on tlie contrary, that ail effefts, &c. of any fubjea of either ftate, 
found on any flup taken from an enemy, fuch efFefts, &c. though they be not prohibited by 
any article of this treaty, lhall be confidered as lawful prize, and be difpofed of as if they I)c- 
longed to the enemy : (except only In cafe the war fliould not have been proclaimed, or not 
come to the knowledge of the proprietors of the faid efFcfts, &c.) which, in fuch cafes only, 
lhall not be liable to l>e conlifeated, but be immediately returned to the owners without any 
delay, upon their making good their claim ; provided, nevcrtliclefs, that the faid goods are not 
of the kind which arc prohibited ; nor will it be lawful to fliip them afterwards, for any of the 
enemy’s ports : the two contrafting parties agreeing, moreover, that fix months, from the 
. date of a declaration of war, will be confidered as a fufficient notice to the fubj'cfia of cither 
ftate, whatever quarter of the world they may conm from. 

XX. In order to provide farther for the fafety of the fubjeSs on both fides, that neither of 
the parties may be annoyed by the armed fliips or privateers belonging to the other, during thu 
courfc of a war, particular injunftions fliall be laid upon the commanders of flxips and pri- 
vateers, &c. &€• to the refpeftive fubje£ts of the contrafting powers, not to vex or offer any 
molcflation to any one ofithem ; and, in cafe of failure herein, the offending party fhall be 
puniflicd, and compelled to make good the damage, their pcrlor^s and fortunes anfweriiig for 
the fame. 

“ XXL All fliips and effbas retaken from privateers or pirates, fliall be carried into fome 
of the ports belonging to cither ftate, and returned to the owners, upon their giving fatisfac- 
tory proofs of their right to the faid recaptures. 

XXI 1 . It fliall be lawful for all commanders of fliips of war, privateers, &c. to carry off 
freely all fliips and effects taken from the enemy, without being fubjeil to pay any duty or 
duties to tlic admiralty or other courts ; nor lhall fuch prizes Ixi liable to be detained or feized 
upon in any of the ports of the refpeftive ftates : the fcarching officers lhall not be permitted 
to vilit or fcarch the faid prizes : the captors whereof will be at liberty to put hack to fea, and 
convoy the prizes wherever they arc direfted to be carried ; as fpccified in the orders given 
to the commanders of fuch Ihips, privateers. &c. which they fliall be obliged to produce. But 
all the pons of both ftates lhall be Ihut againft all prizes made on the fubjcfls of cither : and 
in cafe facli prizes and captors fliould be driven to fome of the faid ports, by ftrefs of wcatlier^ 
every means fliall be employed to haften their departure. 

“ XXIIL In cafe any Ihips, boats, &c. fliould be wrecked or otherwilc damaged on the 
coafts of either of the contrafting ftates, all aid and afiiftance lhall be given to the diftreffed 
crews, to whom pafles and free-conduft lhall be granted lor their return into their own 
country. 

XXIV. If a ftiip or fliips, either of war, or employed for the purpofe of trading, by one 
ef the ftates, fliould, by ftrefs of weather, imminent danger from pirates, enemies, &c. be 

compelled 
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1780 compelled to takelhelter in any ports, rivers^ bays, &c. belonging to the other, they Ihallbe 
treated with all humanity, friendfhip, and moft cordial proteftion. Leave fliall be granted 
them to take in provifions and rcfrelhments at a reafonahlc rate, and to purchafe whatever they 
may Hand in need of, either for themfclv-es or for the purpofe of repairing the damage they 
may have fufFered, and alfo for the continuation of their voyage. No ©bftacle whatever (l\all 
be laid in their way to flop or detain them in any of the faid ports, &c. whence they fhall be 
at liberty to fail, whenever they may think fit. 

XXV. . In order to put commerce in the moft flourhliing ftatc, it is agreed, that, in cafe 
a war fhould at any time break out between the contrafting parties, fix months fliall be al- 
lowed to the refpeflivc fubjefts for them to retire with their families and property, to whatever 
place they may judge proper ; alfo to be at liberty, during the above fpace of time, to fell or 
othervvife difpofe of their goods and chattels, withouV the Icaft liincirancc or molcflation. But, 
above all, it is provided, that the faid fubjefts fiiall not be detained, by arreftment or feixure. 
On the contrary, during the aforefaid fix months, the refpedive ftates, and their fubjefts, or 
inhabitants, fliaU have good and fpeedy jtiftice dent to them ; fo that, during the faid time, 
they may recover their goods and elFe^ls, whether they be in the public funds, or in private 
hands. And if any part thereof fliould happen to be cmbc7./ded, or that any infult or wrong 
fliould have been offered to the fubjefts, &c. of citiier Hate, the ofFcnding party lhall give the 
immediate and convenient fatisfaa:ioi^.for fuch embezzlement, wrong, or infult. 

XXVL The fubjefts, &c. of either ftate fhall abftain from requiring or accepting any 
commifBons or letters of marque from any power then at war with either of the faid ftates, fo 
to command armed Ihips ngainft either, and to their detriment ; and if any individual be- 
longing to either, Ibould fail herein, he fhall be dealt with as being guilty of piracy. 

‘‘ XXVII. It fhall not be lawful for any privateer, not belonging to cither of the contraft- 
ing parties, which might be furnifited with commllTioiis, or letters of marque from any power, 
in aftual enmity with either of them, to fit out their fhips in any port belonging to the faid 
ftates, therein fell their prizes, or make in any wife an exchange of their faid Ihips, merchan- 
dize, goods, or cfFcfts, being the whole or part of the cargo contained in the aforefaid cap- 
tures. Nor fhall the faid commanders be permitted to take in provifions, but juft as much as 
wnJI enable them to reach a port, nearett to the dominion of their employers. 

XXVIII. Subjefts and inhabitants of both tlic contrafting parties fliall be at liberty to 
navigate their fhips (without any diftinftion of owmers, to whom the cargo or cargoes may 
belong) from all ports whatever belonging to the powers, that then arc, or afterwards may be 
in amity with either of the aforc-mentioned ftates ; as alfo to trade in their way to or from 
fuch places, ports, and towns belonging to the enemies of eitlier party, whether the faid place 
he within the jurifdiftion of one or more powers. It is alfo hereby ftipulated, tliat the freedom 
of fhipping will be extended to die cargoes belonging to the refpeftive fubjefts or inhabitants 
of the faid ftates, though the whole, or part of the faid cargo fhould be the enemy^s property. 
This privilege is alfo to be conftrufted as extending to all perfons whatever, on board the faid 
.fhips (the military in the enemy’s fervice only excepted) as well as contraband goods. 

XXIX. This article contains a large enumeration of the goods prohibited to be carried to 
the enemy, which comprehends ail manner of warlike ftorcs. It gives alfo an account of fuch 
goods as may be lawfully exported ; namely, cloathing and other inanufafturcd goods of wool, 
cloth, filks, &c. &c. the matters employed in manufafturing the fame ; gold and filver either 
'Coined or in bullion, all forts of metals, . corn, and feeds, fpices, tobacco, meat, fait or fvnoak- 
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1780 ed, and cveiykind of eatables; la fine, Jfhip tiinber, fails, canvas, and every effeft whatever 
not falhioned in the fliapc of any tool or warlike inftrument ufually employed in \var, either 
by fca or land : all the aforefaid goods and wares, (hall at no time be looked upon as contra- 
band, and may be carried by thcfubjcdls and inhabitants of the confederate ftates, even to the 
places belonging to the enemy then at war with either party, excepting only fuch towns and 
places, which might happen to be befiegpd, furrounded or blocked up at the time offliipping 
off, for their ufc, the fakl wares and goods. 

XXX. In order to prevent all difienfion and difficulty which might arife between the fab- 
jefts of cither ftate, in cafe one of them fliould go to war with fome other power or powers, 
the Ihipping, &c, belonging to the other party, ffiall be provided with letters or paiTes, fpccify- 
ing the name, cargo, and burthen of the ftiip, together w’ith the captain or mafter*s name, and 
the place of his relidcnce : that thus it may appear that the (hip, &c. belongs truly to the faid 
fabjcfts and inhabitants. The faid pafs to be worded as fhall be mentioned at the end of this 
prefent treaty. 

Thcfe letters, or palltrs/ fliall be renewed every year, if the bearers fliould return to the 
fame port within that time. It is farther agreed, that, befides the aforefaid pafles, certificates 
fliall be given, mentioning every part of the cargoes, the refpeftive places from and to which 
fuch fliips may be bound. The faid certificates to he drawn up in the ufual form, befote the 
officers of the place from whence the faid IhipwS a^e to fail ; and the faid officers (lull be at 
liberty to mention, by name, if they think it expedient, the owners of tlic cargo or cargoes. 

XXXI. The commanders or owners of fliips belonging to the contrafting parties, enter- 
ing into any of the roads of either of the faid ftates, who may not think proper to enter into 
port or, when catered, wnll not chufe^to unload either the whole of part of their cargo, flia’l 
not be compelled to declare in what it confifts, unlefs a well grounded fufpicion fhouid arile, 
on fome evident circumftances, of their being laden for the enemy, or carrying from one of 
the confederate ftates, to the other, any prohibited goods ; in which cafe, fuch conunanders, 
owners, or inhabitants, fliall be obliged to flicw their paflports and certificates, drawn up in 
the manner hereafter mentioned. 

“ XXX 11. When the (hips, belonging to either ftate, failing coaftways, or otherwift, 
fhall be met by the fliips of war, privateers, See. of the other party, in order to prevent mif- 
chief, the latter fliall keep out of the reach of the guns, though it will be lawful for them to 
fend tliclr boats to board the above faid merchantmen, not fuffering above two or three mea 
at a time to get on board to them. The mafter or commander of the laid lliip, (hall prcfciit 
his pa(rports, conformably to the tenor hereafter recited. After which, the faid iliip, or nicr- 
chaiilman, fliail be at full liberty to continue its voyage, without being fearched, dialed, or 
obliged to alter its courfe, 01 otlicrwife nioleftcd, under any pretence wbitibever. 

XXXIIT. It is farther agreed, that all goods and eftefts whatever, being once put on 
board of a (hip, or fliips, belonging to cither of the contrading parties, fliall not be liable to 
a fecond vilit, or (carch, after having undergone that which mull precede the lading of fuch 
Ihips ; as ail prohii,>itcd goods muft be flopped on the very fpot, before they arc fuffered to be 
carried on board the (hips belonging tocithcr |>arty ; the fame not being liable to any other 
kind of embargo for the aforciaid cuufe. And the (ubjefts of cither ftate, where fuch effefts 
fliall, or (hould have been Icized upon, (hall be punillicd for importing the fame, according 
to the manner provided by the lavvs, cuftums, and ordinances of liis own native country, 

XXXIV. The 
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57S0 ** XXXIV. The contrafting parties mutually agree, that they (hall be at liberty to have 

their refpeftivc confuls, vicc-confuls, commHTarics, ai:\d other agents, appointed by, and for 
each party. ITreir funftions and officers ftiall be regulated by a particular convention, when- 
ever either of the contrading powers fhali think proper to appoint fuch officers, 

Here follows the form of the paffport and certificate, the intention and purport of which, 
arc fufficicntly explained in the thirtieth article pf this treaty.’" 

This difcovcry gave fo much and fuch juft offence to our court, that Sir Jofeph Yorke, on 
the tenth of November, prefented the following memorial to the States General. 

** The King, my mafter, has, through the whole courfc of his reign, flicwcd the moft 
fuiccre defire to preferve the union which has fubfifted upwards of a century, between his 
crown and the republic. This union is founded on the durable bafis of a reciprocal intereft, 
and as it has greatly contributed to the welfare of broth nations, the natural enemy lx>th of the 
one and the other is ufing his utmoft policy to deftroy it; and for fomc time paft his endea- 
vours have been but too fuccefsful, being fupported by a fadion that aims at domineering over 
the republic, and which is at all times ready lacrifiec the general intereft to their own 
private views. 

The King has beheld, with equal regret and furprife, the fmall effea which liis repealed 
claims forthe ftipulatcd fuccours, and the reprefentations of his ambaflador on the daily viola- 
tion of the moft folcmn engagement^ have produced. 

His Majefty’s moderation has induced him to attribute this conduft of your High Migh- 
tineffes to intrigues of a prevailing fadion ; and he would ftill j>erfaade himfclf, that your juf- 
ticc and difeernment will determine you to fulfil your engagements towards him, and to prove 
by your whole condud, that you arc refolved vigoroully to adhere to the fyflem formed by the 
wifdom of your anceftors, which is the only one that can fecure the fafety and glory of the 
republic. 

The anfvvcr which your High Mightlnclles return to this declaration, which tlie undcr- 
figned makes by the exprefs order of his court, will be confidcred as the touchftone of your 
intentions and fentlmcnts refpeding the King. 

For a long time paft the King has had innumerable indications of the dangerous defigiis 
" of an unruly cabal ; but the papers of Mr. I-.aurens, who ftilcs himfelf Prefident of the pre- 
tended Congrefs, furnifiics the difeovery of a plot, unexampled in all the annals of the repub- 
lic. It appears by tlicfe papers, that the gentlemen of Arnfterdam have been engaged in a clan- 
deftine corrcfpoiidence with the American rebels, from the month of Auguft, 1778, and that 
inftrudions and full powers had been given by them for the conchifion of a treaty of ind ifput- 
able amity, with thole rebels, who are the *fu!^eds of a fovereign to whom the republic h 
ijnited by the elefeft engagements. The authors of this plot do not even attempt to deny it, 
but, on the contrary, vainly endeavour to juftify their conduft. 

“ In thefe circumftanccs, his Majefty, relying on thc.cquity of your High Mightineffes, 
demands a formal difavowaloffuch irregular conduft, which is no Icfs contrary to your moft 
facred engagements, than to the fundamental Jaws of the conftitution of Batavia. Tlie King 
demands equally a prompt fatisfaftion proportioned to the offence, and an exemplary punifii- 
ment on the Penfioner Van Berkcl, and his accomplices, as difturbers of tlit public peace, and 
violators of the law of riations. 

His Majefty perfuades himfelf, that the anfwcr of your High Miglrtincllcs will be fpcedy 
and fetisfaftory in all refpefts ; but fliould the contrary. happen ; if you ffiould refufe fo. juft a 

demand, 
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J780 demand, or endeavour to elude it by (Ikncc which will be regarded as a refufal, then the King 
cannot but confider the republic itfclf, as approving of thofe outrages which they refufe to dif- 
avow and to puiiifh ; and, after fuch condufll, his Majefty will find himfelf under the necefllty 
of taking thofe meafurcs, which the prefervation of his own dignity, and the cfleiuial inlcrefts 
of his people demand, (Signed,) 

• “ J o s E p H Y o P. K E,’" 

No immediate anfwcr being given by the States General to this memorial, the demand con- 
tained in it was prelTcdby the Britifli ambaffador in repeated conferences ; and, on the 12th of 
December, he prefented a fccond memorial, which concludes in the following manner. 

‘‘ Iti deUberaling upon that memoTial, to which the undcr-figned here requires an immediate 
and fatisfaftory anfwcr iU every refpeft, your High Mightinoffes will doubtlcfs confider, that 
the affair is of the laft importance ; ’that it relates to the complaint of an offended lovercign ; 
that the offence,, for which he demands an exemplary punifhment, and a complete fatisfa£lion, 
is a violation of the Batavian conftitution, of which the King is a guarantee ; an inlVacUon o£ 
the public faith ; an attempt againft the dignity of his crown. The King has never imagined, 
that your High Mightineffes had approved* of a treaty with his rebellious fubjefts that had 
been raifing the buckler on your part, and would have been a declaration of war. But the of- 
fence has been committed by the rnagiftrates of a city, which makes a coufiderablc part of the 
ftatc ; audit belongs to the fovcrcign power to punifh and give fatisfaftion for it. 

His Majefty, by the complaints made by his amhaflador, has placed the punilbment and 
the reparation in the hands of your High Mightiiiclfcs ; and it will not be till the laft extre- 
niity, that is to fay, in the cafe of a denial of jufticc, or of filcnce, which muft be interpreted 
as a refufal, that the King will take them upon himfcllV’ 

To this memorial no other anfwcr was given, than it would be taken into confideration 
according to the ufages and forms cuftomary in fuch matters, and that a reply v/ould be given 
as foon as the nature of their government would admit. This anfwcr, however, not proving 
fatisfaftory to the court of Great Britain, it came to the refolution of recalling the Britifli am- 
baffador from the Hague, and of proceeding to immediate hofliiitics againft the fubjeds of the 
United Provinces ; and, on the 20th of December, the following inanifefto was pubiillicd. 

George R. 

“ Through the wdiolc courfc of our reign, our conduift tow’-ards the States General of the 
United Provinces has been that of a finccre friend and faithful ally. Had th^y adhered to thofe 
wife principles which ufed to govern the republic, they muft have ihewn thcmfclves equally 
felicitous to maintain the fricndffiip which has fo long lubfifted between the two nations, and 
which is effential to the interefts of both: but, from the prevalence of a faflion devoted to 
France, and following the diftates of that court, a very different policy has prevailed. 1 he 
return made to our fricndfhip, for feme time paft, has been an open contempt of the moll 
folemn engagements, and a repeated violation of the public faith. On the commencement of 
the defcnlivc war, in which we found ourfelves engaged by the aggrcffion of France, we flicvv- 
cd a tender regard for the interefts of the States General, and a defire ol fecunng to their fub- 
jeSs every advantage of trade, confiftent with the great and juft principle of our own defence. 
Our ambaffador was inftrufted to offer a friendly negociatioii, to obviate every thing that 
might lead to difagrceablc difcuffion ; and to this offer folemnly made by him to the States 
General, tlte fccond of November, 1778, no attention was paid. After the number of our 
enemies xncrcafcd by the aggrcffion of Spain, equally unprovoked with th;jt of France, we 
Yol. IV. R r 



AN HISTORICAL AND CHROnDLOOICAL OrDCCTlON 


3H 

A. l>* 

1780 found it ncceffary to call upon the States General for the performance of their engagements, 
I'he fifth article of the perpetual defenlive alliance bettveen our crown and the States General, 
concluded at Weftminfter the third of March, 1678, befides the general engagements for fuc- 
co^rsi cxprcfsly ftipulatcs, “ That that party of the two allies which is not attacked, lhali be 
obliged to break with the aggreflbr in two months after the party attacked lhall require it.’* 
Yet two years have palled without the Icaft aflTftancc given to us, without a hnglc fy liable in 
anfwcrto our repeated demands. So totally regardlcfs have the States been of their treaties 
with us, that they readily promifed our enemies to obi’erve a neutrality in direft contradiitioii 
to thofe engagements ; and wliilft they have with-held from us the fuccours they were bound 
to furnifli, every fecrct aUiftance has been given the enemy ; and inland duties have been taken 
off, for tlie foie piirpofe of facilitating the carriage of naval ftores to France*’^ 

In direft and open violation of treaty, they fuffered an American pirate to remain fevcral 
wwks in one of their ports, and even permitted a-part of his crew to mount guard in a fort in 
the Texcl. In the Eaft Indies, the fubjefts of the States General, in concert with France, 
have endeavoured to raife up enemies againft us. In the Well Indies, particularly at St* 
Euftatia, every proteftion and afliftance has been given to our rebellious fubjefts. Their pri« 
vateers are openly received in the Dutch harbours ; allowed to refit there ; fupplied with arms 
Sind ammunition ; their crews recruited ; their prizes brought in and fold ; and all this in direct 
violation of as clear and folemn flipiilations as can Itc made. 

This condufl, fo inconfiftent with all good faith, fo repugnant to the fenfc of the wifeft 
part of the Dutch nation, is chiefly to be aferibed to the prevalence of the leading magiftrates 
of Amllerdam, whofe fecret correfpondeircc with our rebellious fubjefts was fufpcfled, long 
before it was made known by the fortunate difeovery of a treaty, the iirft article of which is 

* There (hall be a firm, inviolable, and univerfal peace and fincere friendfliip, between their 

* High MightinclTes the States of the Seven United Provinces of Holland, and the United 
‘ States of North America, and the fubjefts and people of the faid parties ; and between the 

* countries, iflands, cities and towns, fituated under the jurilcliflion of the faid United States 

* of Holland, and the faid United States of America, and the people and inhabitants thereof;, 

* of every degree, without exception of perfons and places/ This treaty was figned hi Sep- 
tember, 1778, by the exprefs order of tlie Penfionary of Amfterdam, and other principal nu- 
giftrates of that city. I’hey now not only avow the wdiolc tranfaftion, but glory in it, and 
exprefsiy fay, even to the States General, that what they did, ‘ was what their indifjKrnfahIc 

* duty required.’ In the mean time, the States General declined to give any anfwcr to the 
memorial prefehted by our ambaflador ; and this refufal was aggravated by their proceeding 
upon other bufinefs, nay, upon the confidcration of this very fubjeft to internal purpofis j 
and, while they found it impofliblc to approve the conduft of their fubjefts, they flilJ iiiduf- 
trioully avoided to give us the fatisfaftion fo aianifcftly due. 

We had every right to expert, that fuch a difeovery would have roufed them to a juft in- 
dignation at the infult offered to us and to thcmfelvcs ; and that they would have been eager 
to give us full and ample fatisfaftion for the offence, and to infiift the feverell punifnincnt 
upon the offenders. The urgency of the bufinefs, made an inftant anfwcr effcntial to the 
honour and fafety of this country. The demand was accordingly prclled by our ambaflador 
in repeated conferences with the minifters ; and, in a fecond memorial, it was prefled with alt 
the carneftnefs which could proceed from our ancient fiiendiliip, and the fenfc of recent in- 
juries : 
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1780 juries; and the anfwcr now given to a memorial on fuch a fubjeft, delivered about five weeks 
ago, is, ^ That the States have taken it ad refermdum' Such an anfwcr, upon fuch an occa- 
lion, could only be diftated by the fixed purpofc of hoflility meditated, and already refolvcd 
by the States, induced by the ofFcnfive councils of Amflcrdam thus to countenance the hoftiJe 
aggreilion, which the inagiftrates of that city have made in the name of the republic. 

There is an end to the faith of ail ticitics with them, if Amfterdam may ufurp the fovereign 
power, may violate thofe treaties with impunity, by pledging tlic States to engagements diredlly 
contrary, and leaguing the republic with the rebels of a fovereign to whom the is bound by the 
clofcft ties. An infraftion of the law of iratUoi’s, by the mcancfl member of any country, 
gives the injured ftate a right to demand fatisfaidion and puniiliment: how much more fo, 
when the injury contplaiucd of is a flagrant viohuioi\ of public faith, commifted by leading and 
predominant members in the ftatc? Since then the fatisfac’lion we liave demanded is not given, 
we miift, though nioft reluflantly, do ourfelvcs that juflice whicli we cannot otherwife obtain : 
we muft confidcr the States General as parties in the iiijury which tlicy whll not repair, as 
fiiarcrs in the aggrefiion which they refufc to puniili, and muft aft accordingly. We have, 
therefore, ordered our ambaflkdor to withdraw from the llagac, and liiail immediately purfuc 
fuch vigorous mcafures as the occafion fully juftifics, and our dignity and the circntial intcrefis 
of our people require. From a regard to the Dutch nation at large, we wifli it were pefftble to 
direft thofc mcafures wdiolly againft Amfterdam ; bbt this caiuiot he, unlcft the States Gcncial 
will immediately declare, that Amfterdam fhall, on this occafion, ixccive no alfiftaacc from 
them, but be left to abide the confcqucnccs of its aggrcluon. 

While Amfterdam is fufidred to prevail lir the general councils, and is backed by the 
fircngiU of the State, it is iinpoifiblc to refill fo conlblcrablc a part, without contending vviiii 
' the whole. But we are Mo fenfiule of the common intcixfts of both countries, not to re- 
member, In the midft of fucii a conteft, that the only point to be aimed at by us, is to raife a 
difpofilion in the councils of the republic to return to our ancient union, by giving us that 
fatisfa£lioii for tlic paft and fccurity for lire future, which we ihall be as ready to receive as 
they can be to oiler, and to the attainment of which we fiiall dired all our operations. We 
mean only to provide for our own fccurity, by defeating the dangerous defigns that have been 
formed againft us. We fliall ever be difpolcd to return to fricndlhip with the. States General, 
wlien they Irncerely revert to tliat fyftem which the wlfdom of their ancefters formed, and 
which has now been fubverted by a powerful J'aclion, confpiring w.ith France againft the true 
interefts of the republic, no Id's than againft thofe of Great Britain.” 

G. R.” 

Thus another enemy was added to the formidable combination already fubfifting againft this 
-country; an enemy, whofe proximity and maritime ftrength greatly increafed the dangcis 
with which Great Britain w^as already furrounded. It was not, liowever, without the utrnoft 
aftonifhmcnt, that the politicians of Europe beheld a connc6lion formed between the Houfe 
of Bourbon and the United Provinces. The very great inconvcnicncies to whicli they expof- 
cd thcmfelvcs, by fuch a mcafurc, were manifeft, while the utility relultJng from it was very 
problematical. In the opinion of the unprejudiced, it feerned, at bell, to produce but a mo- 
mentary advantage, and threatened to fubjc£t them to Jifadvantages in future, which would 
more than counterbalance any prefent benefit they might derive from it. Their alliance witli 
America was confidcred, at the fame time, as a mcalure didated by the intrigues of France, 

R r 2 and 
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1780 and taken up in a fit of refcntment for the obftruftions they had met with in the profccution 
of their commercial fchemes with both ; thus, inftcad of attending to the cflential and long 
eftablifhed maxims of their policy, they were led away by the private views of their merchants 
and traders, whofc traiifient benefit was unhappily confultcd in preference to the permanent 
intcreft of the State. 

The greater part of the Englifti nation feemed^ to approve of the conduft of government on 
this occafion, and to think that the behaviour of the Dutch, at the prefent crifis, rendered 
hoftilities juftifiablc and neceffary* But there were many, alfoy who thought, that a war with 
Holland was an evil of too great magnitude to be haftily undertaken ; cfpccially at a lime, 
when Great Britain had already fo many enemies to contend with ; who confidered the injury 
and the diminutioji which the Englilh commerce muft fuftain from a rupture with Holland , 
and who thought, that the conduft of the Britifii miniftry in this tranfaftion, had not been 
charafterized by that wifdoin and moderation, which Icemed to 'be indifpenfably requifite in 
the prefent very critical and dangerous fituation of the affairs of Great Britain. 

On the fifth of Oftober, in this year, his Majefty’s veflcls the Refolution and the Difeovery 
anchored at the N ore, from the celebrated voyage of circumnavigation which has doiw: fo 
much honour to the mind that projefted, the nation that encouraged, and the naval officers 
that executed it. Captain Cook, who conduced it with fo much fortitude, perfevcrancc and 
ability, unfortunately for his country, loft his life in the courfc of it. But, in a work of a 
commercial nature, we ftiould be very juftly accufed of inattention to its principal objeft, if 
the difeoveries made in the fevcral voyages undertaken by this great navigator, were to pafs 
unnoticed by us. We fliall, therefore, give a fhort abftrafl of them. 

At the clofe of the year 1767, it was refolvcd by the Royal Society, that it would be proper 
to fend perfons into fome part of the South Sea, to obferve a tranfit of the planet Venus over 
the funs difk, which, according to aftronomical calculation, would happen in the year 1769; 
and, that the ifiands called Marquefas de Mendoza, or thofc of Rotterdam or Amftcrdam, were 
the propereft places then known for making fuch obfervation. In confequence of thefe refo-^* 
Jutions, it was recommended to his Majefty, in a memorial from the Society, dated February, 
1768, that he would be picafed to order fuch an obfervation to be made; upon which his Ma- 
jefty fignified to the Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty his pleafure, that a fhip fliould be 
provided to carry fuch obfervers, as the Society fhould think fit, to the South Seas ; and, ac- 
cordingly, a vcflcl of 370 tons was prepared for that purpofe. It was named the Endeavour, 
and commanded by Captain James Cook, who was foon after, by the Royal Society, appoint- 
ed with Mr. Charles Green, a gentleman who had long been an affiflant to Dr. Bradley, at the 
Royal Obfervatory at Greenwich, to obferve the tranfit. Captain Cook accordingly fet fail 
from Plymouth on the 26th of Auguft, 1768, accompanied in his voyage by Sir Jofepli Banks 
the prefent Prefident of the Royal Society, and Dr. Solander. They made no difeovery till 
they got within the Tropics, where they fell in with Lagoon Ifiand, twa groups of iflancls. 
Bird Ifland, and Chain Ifland, and they arrived, on the 13111 of April, 1769, at Gtaheitc, 
where they had been inftrufted to make their obfervations, a« a more proper place for the pur- 
pofe than thofe which had been firft fuggefted. During their ftay at that ifland, they had the 
opportunity of making very accurate enquiries relative to its produce and inhabitants, and, on 
the 4th of June, the whole ]>a(Iage of the planet Venus over the fun’s di^k was obferved by 
them, with great advantage. The refult of their obfervations may be found in the Philofo- 
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1780 pbical Tranfadions, After his departure from Otahelte. Captain Cook difcovered and vifitcd 
the Society Iflands and Qiictcroa, and thence proceeded to the fouth till he arrived in the iaxi- 
tude of 40 degrees, 22 minutes ; longitudo 147 degrees, 29 nainiites, W. ; and afterwards 
made an accurate furvey of New Zealand. In November, he difcovered a chain of iflands, 
winch he called Barrier Iflands* He afterwards proceeded to New Holland, and from thence 
to New Guinea ; and in September, 177^, arrived at the ifland of Savu, from whence he pro- 
ceeded to Batavia, and from thence round the Cape of Good Hope to England, where he ar- 
rived on the 1 2th of June, 177 u 

Soon after Captain Cook’s return home in the Endeavour, it was refolved to equip two 
fliips in order to make further difeoveries in the fouthera hcmifpherc. Accordingly the Re- 
folution and Adventure were appointed for that purpofc, the firft was commanded by Captain 
Cook, and the latter by Captain I'obias Furneaux. They failed from Plymouth Sound on 
the 13th of July, 1772, and, on the 29th of the fame month, arrived at the ifland of Madeira* 
From thence they proceeded to the Cape of Good Hope ; and in February, 1773, arrived at 
New Zealand, having fought in vain for a fouthern continent. In that month the Rcfolution 
and Adventure feparated, in confcqucnce of a thick fog, but joined company again in Qiiccn 
Charlotte’s Sound, on the 18th of May following. In Auguli they arrived at Otaheite /and 
in September they difcovered Hervey’s Ifland. On the 2cl of Oftober they came to Alidcilc- 
burgh, one of the Friendly llles, and about the cldfc of that month, the two fliips were again 
feparated and did not join company any more. Captain Cook, however, proceeded in the 
Refoluiion, in order to make difeoveries in the fouthern polar regions, but was flopped in his 
progrefs by the ice, in the latitude of 71 degrees, 10 minutes fouth; longitude 106 degrees, 
54 minutes He then proceeded to Eafter Ifland, where he arrived in March, 1774, 

where he did alio in the fame month at the Marquefas Iflands. He afterwards difcovered lour 
Iflands, which he named Pallifcr’s Iflands, and again fleered for Otaheite, wbctc he arrived 
on the 22d of April, and vifited the neighbouring ifles. In Auguft he came to the New He- 
brides, feme of wliicli were tiift difcovered by him : alter leaving thefe iflands, lie fleered 10 
the fouthward fora few days and difcovered New Caledonia. Having (urveyed the loutl] well 
coall of this ifland, Captain Cook fleered again for New Zealand, in order to refrelh his crew, 
<S:c. and put his fhip in a condition to encounter the dangers attending the navigation in the 
high fouthern latitudes. Hireling his courfc to the fouth call, after leaving New Zealand, 
till arrNcd in the latitude of 55 degrees, 6 minutes fouth; longitude 138 degrees, 5b 
minutes weft, without meeting with any continent, Captain Cook gave up all hopes of dif- 
covering any pi this ocean ; and, therefore, came to a rcfolution to fleer dircflly for the weft 
entrance of the Straits of Magellan, with a view of coalling and furvcylng the outermoft or fouth 
fide of Terra del Fuego. Keeping, accordingly, in about the latitude of 53 or 55, and fleenng 
nearly eaft, he arrived off the weftern mouth of the Straits of Magellan, witliout meeting with 
any thing remarkable in his new courfc. In January, 1 / 75 ’ difcovered a large and dicary 
ifland, to which he gave the name of South Georgia. He aftcrw'ards dilcovered various capes 
and elevated fnow-clad coafts, to the moil fouthern part of which he gave the name of the 
Soutliern Thule, as being the ncarcll land to that Pole which had been yet difcovered. In 
February, he difcovered Sandwich Land and (everal iflands covered wnth fnow. He then pro- 
ceeded round the Cape of Ciood Hope to England, w'here he arrived on the 3^^^ of July, 177 S* 
Captain f urneaux had rctur^ned to England in the Adventure a year before. As to Captain 
Cook, in tlifi courfc of his voyage in the Rcfolution, he had made the circuit of the fouthern 

ocean 
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zjBo ocean in an high Jatitnde, and had traverfcd it in fuch a manner, as to leave not the icaft rooin 
for poflibility of there being a fouthern continent, unki« near the Pole and out of the reach 
of navigation. It deferves alfo to be remembered, in honour of that able commander Captain 
Cook, that, with a company of 1 18 men, he performed this voyage of three years and eighteen 
days, throughout all the climates from 52 degrees north, to 71 degrees foulh, with the lofs of 
only one man by ficknefs ; which extraordinafy circuftance arofe from the great humanity of 
that officer, and his uncommon care and attention to the health of his crew. 

Another voyage of difeovery, and the lalf, was performed by Captain Cook and Captain 
Clcrke, in the Refolution and Difeovery, during the years 1776, 1777, 1778, 1779, &c. ‘in 
fearch of a north weft paflage between the coatiaejits of Afia aad America. After they had 
arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, tliey proceeded from thence to New Holland. In their 
courfe they difeovered two iflands, which Captain Cook called Prince Edw*ard’s Ides. The: 
largeft, about 15 leagues in circuit, is in latitude 46, 53 fouth, longitude 37, 46. The other, 
about nine leagues in circuit, latitude 46, 40, and longitude 38, 8 call:, both barren andahnoft 
covered with fnow. From New Holland they went to New Zealand, and afterwards vidted 
the Friendly and Society Ifles. On the 7th of February, being nearly in latitude 44 degrees, 
33 minutes north, aad longitude 235 degrees, 36 minutes caft, they faw part of the American 
continent bearing north caft. They afterwards difeovered King George’s Sound, which is 
fituated on the north weft coaft of America, and is cxtenlive ; that part of it where the fhips 
tmder the command of Captain Cook anchored, is in latitude 49 degrees, 36 minutes north, 
and longitude 233 degrees, 28 minutes caft. On the 12th of May, they difeovered Sandwich 
Sound in latitude 59 degrees, 54 minutes north. They afterwards proceeded to the Iftand 
Unalafchka; and, after their departure from thence, ftill continued to trace the Americafi 
coaft, till they difeovered the Strait which feparates it from the continent of Alla. They palled 
the Strait, and arrived, on the 20th of Auguft, 1778, in latitude 70 degrees, 54 minute?, 
longitude 194 degrees, 55 minutes, where they found themfelves furrounded with ice, and the 
farther they proceeded to the eaftward, they found the ice increafe in refiftancc and tlrnincffi. 
They continued labouring among the ice till the 25th, when it was refolvcd, that as this pnf- 
fage was impraclicable for any ufeful purpofc of navigation, winch was the great obje£l of the 
voyage, it ftiould be profecuted no farther. The voyage, indeed, afforded fufficient evidence, 
that no pradlicablc pafTage exifts between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans towards the noitlj, 
and it alfo afeertained the weftern boundaries of the great continent of America. On their re- 
turn, this celebrated and able navigator Captain Cook was killed in an affray with tlie natives, 
on the Iflandof O’why’hcc, one of the Sandwich Iftes, on the 14th of February, 1779, 
a name to be enrolled with Columbus and Vafquez dc Gama, with Magellan, Danipicr and 
Anfon, After the death of Captain Cook, the command devolved on Captain Clcrke, who 
died at fea on his return to the foulhward, on the 22d of Auguft, 1779. 

Perhaps, no fcience ever received greater additions from the labours of a flnglc man* th-*^** 
geography has done from thofe of Captain Cook. In his ftrft voyage to the South Spas, he 
difeovered the Society Iflands ; determined the infularity of New Zealand; difeovered the 
ftraits which feparated the two iflands and are called after his name, and made a complete furvey 
of both. He afterwards explored the eaftcrii coaft of New Holland, hitherto unknown, an 
extent of 27 degrees of latitude, or upwards of 2,000 miles. 

In his fecond expedition, he rcfolvcd the great problem of a fouthern continent, having 
traverfed that hcmifpherc in fuch a manner, as not to leave a poffibility of its cxiftcncc, unlcis 

near 
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1780 near the Pole and out of the reach of navigation. During this voyage, he difeovered New 
Caledonia, the largeft ifland in tlie Southern Pacific Ocean, except New Zealand ; the iflaiid 
of Georgia, and an unknown coaft, which he named Sandwich Land, the Thule of the fouth- 
ern hemifpherc; and, having vifited the tropical fcas, he fettled the fituation of the old, and 
made feveral new difeoveries. 

Bat the Jail voyage is diftinguiflied, above all the reft, by the extent and importance of its 
difeoveries, Befides feveral Imallcr iflands in the Southern Pacific, he difeovered to the north 
of the cquino^Viai line, the group called the Sandwich lllands, which, from their fituation and 
procluiftions, bid fairer for becoming an objc6l of confcqucnce in the fyftcm of European na- 
vigation, than any other difeovery in the South Sea, He afterwards explored what had iiithcr- 
to remained unknown of the weftern coaft of America, from the latitude of 43 to 70 north, 
containing an extent of 3,500 miles ; afeertained the proximity of tiie two great continents of 
Afia and America, palled the ftraits between them, and fun^eyed the coafts on each fide to fuch 
an height of northern latitude, as to deinonftratc the impradlicability of a paflage in that he- 
mifphere, from the Atlantic into the Pacific Ocean, cither by an eaftern or a weftern courfe* 
la Ihort, if we except the fea of Amur and the Japanefe Archipelago, which ftill remain im- 
pel fe£tly known to Europeans, he has completed the hydrography of the habitable globe. But 
this is not all; k was referved for Captain Cook, and it is by no means the loaft part of his 
renown, to prove to the world, by repeated trials,* that voyages may be protiaded to the un- 
ufual length of even three or four years, in unknown irgions, and under every change and 
rigour of j:limate, not only without affecting the health, but even without diminifhing the 
probability of life, in the finallcft degree. 

The following arc the variations of the public fund^ during this year, with the liighcft and 
loweft prices arranged oppolite to each month. 
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a 780 The following 5 s an exaft account of tlje annual fupply of fugar which has bieen refined or 
■confunicd raw, in England, for the lall fifty years, diftjnguilliing each year. 
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1,350,456 

— 1780, 

1,221,79; 

1747. 

556.523 

— 

1764, 

1,246,890 



An account of corn 

and grain exported from 

, and imparted into England and Scotland. 


EXPORTED . 



IMPORTED. 

« 1780. 


Foreign 


1780. 

Quarters. 

England. 

^ fS, 



England. 


Wheat, 

— 

63,240 

7,067 


Wheat, — 

1,662 

Wheat Flour, 

136.939 

932 


Wheat Flour, 

1,378 

Rye, 

— 

6.305 

— — 


Barley, — 

352 

Barley, 

— 

32,956 

2,407 


Oats, ~ 

189,964 

Malt, 


135,077 

— 


Oatmeal, — 

612 

Oats, 

— 

8,904 

8,726 


Beans, — 

7,406 

Oatmeali 

1 

916 

449 


Peas, — 

17,719 

Beans, 


12,554 

2>357 


. 


Peas, 

— 

3,517 

3 >i 3 « 




Scotland. 




Scotland. 


Wheat, 

— 

773 

_ 


Wheat Flour, — 

873 

Wheat Flour, 

15,101 

— 


Gats, ~ 

4,667 

Barley and Bear, 

18,706 

— 




Malt, 

— 

2,415 

— 




Oats, 

— 

3.330 

— 




Oatmeal 

f 

4,696 

— 




Peas and Beans, 

1,380 







cwt. 

Iba 


avt, qru 

Bifeuit, 

— 

12,613 

I 23 

Bifeuit, ~ 284 0 17 


The bounties and drawbacks on com exported from England, amounted to 70,5131. los. b-^d. 
The amount of the bounties paid on grain exported from Scotland, was 7,232!. 3s. b^d. 

The duties on corn imported into England, was 1,067!. 1 id. ; and in Scotland, to 60I, us. o{d. 

The 



THE ORIGIN OP COMMERCE*' ^zt 

A. 

1780 The average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the (landard Winchefter bufliel, this 
year, were: wheat, 48. 5ld. $ rye, 2s. 9di. ; barley, 2S. i^d,; oats, is. 7J:d. i beans, 2S, 9jd, 
An account of coals imported into the port of London for ten years, ending at Chriftmas 
1779. 


2'^ars, 

Chaldrons^ 

Tears. 

Chaldrons, 

1770 

— 615,330 

» 77 S 

— 672,785 

1771 

— 694,003 

1776 

700,207 

1772 

— 725.908 

1777 

— 694^1.37 

1773 

— 624,781 

1778 

— 647,361 

1774 

— 623,727 

1779 

— 587,895 


Of failed provifions, there were exported from England alone, during the courfe of tluj? 
year, as follows : 

Trilli beef, ~ — 9)844 Barrels. 

Irifh pork, ~ — 3>47 J Ditto. 

Englifli beef and pork, — 4,480 Ditto. 

Englifli bacon, — ~ 3>3^^9 htches, 

Engliih tripe, — — Kegs. 

Of pickled fifli, there were exported from England alone, — 

Red herrings, ~ * 1,8 16 Barrels. 

Wliitc ditto, — — 7,281 Ditto. 

Salmon, — — 109 Ditto. 

Pilchards, — — i,i88 Hogfheads. 

Of inittcr, chcefc, and beer, there were exported from England only, — 

Irifli butter, — 9*844 Hundred- weight.. 

Engiilli ditto, — 274 Eirkius. 

Englifli cheefe, — 3,660 Hundred-weight. 

Beer, — 2,042 Tuns. 

Of wheat-flour, oat-meal, bread, barley, peas, beans, &c. there were exported to the Britiih 
Weft Indies, from England,-— 


Wheat-flour, 

— 

35 > 9 C ‘7 Quarters. 

Oat-meal, — 

— 

758 Ditto. 

Bread, — 

— 

32,587 Hundred-weight* 

Barley, — 

— 

256 Quarters* 

Peas, — • 

— 

1, 1 16 Ditto. 

Beans, — 

— 

12,291 Ditto. 

Oats, — 


8,006 Ditto. 

Wheat, — 

• — 

1,146 Ditto. 

Rye, 

— 

1, 1 16 Ditto. 


In this year, 130 bounty vcfTels were at the fifhery in Lough Swilly, whicli is the principal 
herring fiiliery in Ireland; they expended, in the cure of fifh, 1,708 tons ox fak , which fait 
cured in bulk, (allowing 30 maize, or 15,000 fifti, to one ton of fait) 51,240 maize. Seventy- 
one vellcls alfo from Liverpool and the Hie of Man, purchafed cargoes in Lough Swilly lor 
their red-herriHg houfes, 

VoL. IV, S f 


The 



AN iriSTORICAt AND CHRONOtOCICAl. DEDt'CTION 


r* ) 2 
A. JJr 

Th'j o! lijip:; which were employed fiorn Eiigl.inJ in the whale -fiihcry, to Davises 

Straiis and the Uiccnland ic.’us in the courfc of this year, iLMJOuntcJ to 52 : — 'hhe bounty at 
per 

1 he nuiabej ol fliips iiom Holland in the i’amc Made, amounted, during the fame period, 
to ei;;hty-two. 

Ox woollen clolhiJ, iheie were imported into Ivcland from Great Biitain in this year. 

Old drapery, — — 64,34b ^'ards. 

New’' drajx'i y, — i 5(),4?.8 Ditto* 

'rolal yards, ^ 2213,774 

The quantity of linen exported from Ireland to Spain and Portugal, in the year ending the 
‘25th of March, 1780, amounted to 157,396 yards, plain and coloured. 

'I'hc jirif export entry of woollen from Ireland, at the cuflom-hoidb, Dubli/i, finre the 
rcflriftioiis on the trade of that kingdom were taken elf, was made by William 'Worthington, 
Efj* of 13CO yards of lergc, for Hi (born 

^Vc have here annexed a Clironoloi: ic at. Accov.^t of Coisr m rr. ec in thij; 
JsLAN'D, from the Rclloratloii to the year i 7S0 incluhvc which cxinbits a dearer view o( 
tiie weaknefs of its conmiencenicnt, the ftrugglcs of its piogrcf:, and the greatnefs (d" its ]no 
fent maturity, than has yet been done. For this account, as well as for much ufeful inflruc- 
lion, we arc indebted to the excellent })uV»]ications of Mr. Chalmers. 

In the fnft column of this table may be feen the various epochs, beginning with the Refto* 
ration, whence certainty may be ftid to commence, and ending with th(‘ yuir 1780. l‘hc 
fecond column gives tlie tonnage of the (hippiirg that fucccffivcly failed from England, dif- 
tinguiih ’ng the limgllfh from the foreign, in order to find, in the amoutU of each, the falu! ;^y 
tffcfl’S of the ail of navigation. The third cohimn contains the value of tiu; mcidiai.d' /i- 
lent out, that the extent of the cargoes may be compared with the quantity of lotmagc wlmli 
cairicd tlieiri ; and li'ough the Scotch tonnage could not be adjoineci, the value of the ScOtcif 
export;; is added, beranfe every one finds a gratification in extending his views, d'he fourti-i 
« olumn eydiibits tl*c rclult of our exports and impoits compared, whicli forms wliai has be» n 
denominated tiic balance orTradc. llie hftb column Hates th.e nett cuRorns, as fat as tleiy 
could be afeertained, whicli our foreign commerce has yielded at dhlercnt peiiods, beeanil... 
W'hile the detail gratihes cuiiofty, it furniRiea no dcfpicablc proof of the profperity 01 (i*. hne 
cf our traO'ic. And the lalt column contains, what may be regarded as the refuk of the wh< L . 
rhe fums w’hich have been corned in l.sngland duiing every rcigti ; lince the rnint/^ a. . i? 
P.obert Cotton exprefies it, “ is the puiK: of the commonvvcallhf ’ 

On the aGih of Decemher died, in the 7^th year of Jiis age, Thomas Hope, Ffq. wtii 
known, in the trading world, as one of the tirft commercial (.hat afters any age has produsrd 
He was dcfccuded from the elder liranch of the tamilv of Hope in Scotlanvl, and by an unn;- 
initted exertion of great natural talents, and the practice of unvarying inUgrity, he railed the 
credit and rifrluence of the houfe at Am/lerdam, which continues to bear his name, to fuch an 
le-igh; as perhaps was never attained by a houje of trade in any country. 

I'iie loiiowing bills, relating to trade and cormncrcc, received the royal aifent in the coinJv 
i;( tills year 

A bill for the better fupplying of h’js, Maj« ny*s navy with mariners, and feamcn to fcivo on 
board ur.idport fliips, 
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or THE O R T G I N OF COMMERCE. 


To repeal fo much of an ad made in the iQtli year of Henry VIL or of any other ads 
which prohibit the exportation of coin out of this realm into Ireland ; and fo much of certain 
ads which prohibit the importation of foreign hops into Ireland, and which take off the draw- 
back upon hops exported from Great Ihitain to Ireland ; and to allow the importation into, 
and exportation from Ireland, of Inch goods as may he imported Into, and exported from 
Great Britain, by the merchants of England trading to the Levant fcas. 

To continue fevcral laws relating to the better Ibcurlng the lawful trade of his Majefty’s 
fubjeds to and from the Eaft Indies, and for the more eflcdual preventing ail his Ma jelly V. 
i’ubjeds trading thither under foreign commiihons, &c, 

]"or laying additional duties upo;'. w and vinegH' imported into this kingdom. 

To proted goods, of the grp^.tii of the ifiands of Gienada and the Grenadines, on 
board neutral vellcls, bound to iienlral junts, dating tiic prclent boftifitics. 

For allowing a hounry on tlic expotuuion of Briiilh corn and grain, in fhips” of any king- 
dom in lunity with his Majellv. 

V'or laying feveral ndditiunal duties on cert-dn goods imported into the lib: of Man, atid for 
the better reguJating the trade, and fccuring tire revenues of the laid iihiiid, 

For continuing to the £;.fl India Company the poluilh^jt of tlie territoriai ac-'iuidrion:: and 
Tfva.nucs in the Fail Indies ; and alfo for coaLinuing certain regulations, for idie letter iij.an::.ge« 
ment: of the affaiis of that corn}>aity* 

For ap]>oinring and cnaifnng conimifbonen- to cxami.nc the public accounts of the ki^ogJonr 
d’o prevent the carrying copper in ihccts coail-W'ave, &c* 

'ro extend and encourage the Greenland hlhcrv. 

For rt.gulathig the drawbacks on the duty on colTcc, ^kc. 

And for granting n rew’ard to per fons difcovcriiyg the loitgitudc. 

StMMM. U s granted by Failiaincnt for tliis year : — s, ^4 

For 85,000 feamett, iitcliiding ib, 779 marines, ordnance, 6 cCp 4,420,000 o o 

For the ordinary of tlie navy, — — — 85,381 7 b 

dbnvavds building and repail ing thfps of war, — ^>97»9^3 o o 

'‘i'owards difeharging the debt of the navy, — — 1,500,000 o o 

For 35 ,005 land-forces, including 4,2 13 invalids, ^c. — 946, .76 3 5 

For the pay of the general and llalf-olFiccrs, 6cc. — — 44^875 8 3 

For maintaining forces and garriibnr, out of the kingdom, 1,418,059 1 2 

For five Hanoverian liattalions ferving at Gibraltar and Minorca, 56,228 n 11 f 

For the cliarge of 13,472 HclTian troops and fubfidy, — 367,892 19 4 

For ditto of tw^'o regiments of foot of Hanau and fubfidy, — « 35,510 19 4 

Ditto of one regiment of Waldcck, and fubhdy, — * 7 ^ 5-9 9 

For the charge of 4,300 Brimfvvickcrs, — 4 i 

For ditto of 1,447 Stoops of the Margrave of Anfpach, 5 cc. 39? 7 *8 18 li 

For a corps of fool of Anhalt Zcvbil, with the fubljcly, — ib,66i 6 4b 

For provifions for the foreign troops ferving in America, — 48,801 10 6 

For artillery for the foreign troops, ~ •— ^ 7 > 74 * 10 o 

For the militia, and four vcgimcitts of fcncibJc men in North Britain, 653,926 2 o 

For the cloathing of the militia, — — — 4 ^ 

S f 2 Canied forward, 6 3 



AK HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOOICAL OEDUCTIOH 


V). 

8 o 


Brought over. 

For additional militia companies, &c, to ditto for the year 1778, 

For the new Icvkes ordered to be raifed for this year, •— 

For the charge of Lieutenant Colonel Fullartpu’s corps for 305 days, 
For ditto of Lieutenant Colonel Holroyd^s corps of light dragoons for 
366 days, — — — — — 

For ditto of Major General Rainsford’s regiment of foot for 305 days, 
For ditto of Lieutenant Colonel Humberfton’s corps for 305 days. 

For the charge of out-penfioners of Chclfca Hofpital, &c. — 

For additional companies, &c. to the milllia of South Britain, for 178c 
To make good the deficiency on tlic pay of additional companies, &c* 
to the militia of South Britain, for 1779. — ' — 

For the charge of the new levies, from their refpeftive eftablifliments, 
to the 24th of December, 1779, — — — 

On account of the reduced officers of his Maje^ty^s land forces, &c. 
For allowances to fcveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfc;guards, &c. , — ~ 

For extra army expences, &c. not provided for by Parliament, 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fervicc, &c. 

For fcrviccs performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for in 1779, 
To Dr. William Smith, for attendance on the lick and dcceafed pri- 
foners in the gaols of Middiefex, Wcftniinftcr, and Southwark, for near 
*four years, and for medicines for their ufc, — 

To the Levant Company, — — ~ 

On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britair 

To the Britilh Mufeum, 

To make good to his Majefty the like fum iflued by his Majclly’s 
orders, in purfuance of the addrcfics of the Houfc of Commons, 

To Mr. Duncan Campbell, for employing convifts on the Thames, 
For the relief of certain American civil officers, &c. 

On account of general furveys in North America, — 

Towards carrying on the buildings at Somerfet Houfc, — 

For the civil eftablifhment of the ifland of Sn John, — 

Ditto of Georgia, — 

Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — — 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, — — — 

Ditto of Weft Florida, _ _ _ 

For repairing, &c. Britilh forts and fettiements on the coaft of Africa, 
Towards dife barging certain Exchequer bills, 

For difeharging certain other Exchequer bills, — . 

For ditto, — — — — • 

For difcliarging the prizes of the lottery of 1779, ~ 
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Carried over, 
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1780 


or THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 


Brought over, 

To replace to the finking fund the like fum paid out of the fame, to 
make good the deficiency of the fund for paying certain annuities, &c. 

For ditto, J 

For ditto, . ___ 


19,607,538 18 

37.372 

332,856 4 
167,036 14 


rj“i I J ^ 

7 o make good the deficiency of the grant'? for the fervice of the year 1779, 300,687 


To make good certain other deficiencies in the grants of ditto, 

Deficiency in the land-tax,, 

Ditto in the malt-tax, ~ 

Total Supplies, 


301,004 16 

250.000 o 

200.000 o 


d. 

8 


9 ^ 

S 4 

it 

7 

It 

o 

o 


21,196,496 12 9J 


The W AY s and Means for raifing the foregoing fupplies. £, 

Duty on malt, — — — 705,000 o 

Land tax at 4s, _ — _ 2,000,000 o 

Ey annuities and lottery, — — — 12,480,000 o 

By certain furplufics of the finking fund, — 6 S^> 4 S 7 ^8 

By monies remaining in tlic Exchequer of the deduflion of fixpence in 
the pound out of all monies paid upon falarics, penfions, from the crown, 25,560 o 


By other monies remaining in the Exchequer, — — 

By Exchequer bills, — . — — 

By ditto, — — — — 

By the finking fund, — — 

By feveral funis arifing from floppagcs for provifions for the detach- 
ment of artillery ferving in North America, &c. — 

By favings out of the grant for the charge of new levies, 

By other favings, See. — — — — 

'By certain fums in the hands of the paymaftcr-general, ~ 

By ditto remaining in the Exchequer, — — 

By a ccruiu fum which had been granted for building a laxarct, 

Total of Ways and Means, — 1 

Supplies granted, — 


3.761 13 

1.500.000 o 

1.900.000 o 
1,849,542 I 


20,717 

123,998 

48,300 

10,506 

5,000 


18 

7 

7 

o 

S 

o 


d. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

4t 

o 

o 

6 

4 

4 

o 

2 

■*2. 

O 


21,382,249 II 8 1 
21,196,496 12 9^ 


Excefs of provifions, — 185,752 iSiiJ 

kS* a vote of credit of one million was alfo granted this feffion, and is charged on the 
next aids. 

The additional public debt funded and provided for this year, amoun- s. 

ted to twelve millions ; the intcreft of whicli, at 4 cent, per annum, is 480,000 o o 
The annuity for 80 years, at il. i6s. 3d. per cent, per annum, is 216,150 o o 

In all, per annum, 696,150 o o 


This 
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This fum was propofed to be raifcd in the following manner - 
Additional duty on malt, of 6d. per buflicl, — • ~ 

Ditto on low wines, of id. per gallon, — — 

Ditto on fpirits, of 3d. per do. — ~ ^ 

Ditto on brandy, of is. per do. . 

Ditto on rum, of is. per do. — 

Ditto on foreign wines, of 4!, per tun on Portugal \vincs, and of 81 . 
per tun on French wines, ^ — 

A duty on coals exported, of 4s. per Kcwcaftle chaldron, ~ 
Additional duty of 5I. per cent, on the above duties, — 

Additional duty of is. lod. per bufhcl on fait, ^ 

Ditto on advertifements, of 6d. each, — 

A ftatnp duty on the receipt for any legacy, or for any lharo of a per- 
fonal eftate divided under the ftatutc of diftributions, or tlic cuftom of 
any province or place, of as. 6d. if the value Oiall not exceed aol. ; and 
of 5s. if above aol. and not amounting to looh ; and of 20s. if lool. or 

On dealers in coffi;e, tea, and chocolate, fora licence, 5s. annually. 


£* j. 

310,000 O O 
20,617 o o 
34*557 o o 

3S»3io o o 
70,958 o o 

72.000 o o 
12,899 O o 
46,193 o o 

69.000 o o 
9,000 o o 


12,060 o o 
9,000 o o 


In all, •— 701,534 o o 

Intcrcft of public debt funded, &c. 696, 150 o o 


Excefs of new taxes. 


5,384 o o 


An account of the chriftenings and burials within [the bills of mortality in London, from 
December 14, 1779, to December 12, 1780. 

Chriftened, males 8,581 Buried, males 10,206 

— females 8,053 females 10,311 


16,634 


20,517 


i;8i In the courfc of the preceding year, the war between Great Britairi and America had Ixcn 
ciarried on with confidcrable fuccefs on the part of the former ; the utmoil ardour had been dii- 
played by the royal troops *, Charlcftown, and the whole province of South Carolina, had 
been fubdued, and other very fignal advantages obtained by the Britifli arms. But notwith- 
Aanding thefe favourable circuraftanccs, no profpeft appeared of any fpeedy termination of the 
war. The authority of Great Britain continued to be acknowledged ia thofe places alone of 
which the King’s troops were in poflclfion, and for no longer a period than during tlieir con- 
tinuance in them : indeed, throughout the American continent, the moft determined averfioa 
was in general maUifefted to the government of the motlicr country. The dangers of the latter 
were now alfo encrcafed by the war with Holland, and the rupture with that republic natu- 
rally augmented the difficulties, and Icflened the extent of the national trade. The alliance 
between France and the revolted colonics, had not indeed been fo beneficial to the latter as 
might have been expefted ; and the French miniftry feemed to polTcfs a greater folicitode to 
^cncreai^e their pofleffions in the Weft Indies, than to afford any fubftantial affiftance to their 
. American 
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1781 American allies. In Europe, no efTcfts had yet been produced in any degree proportionable 
to the vaft aimameiits that had jflued forth from the porU of France and of Spain j and by 
which, though great alarm had been excited, Httlc or nothing had been performed. 

The new Parliament met on the 31ft of Oftober in the laft year, and, on the day following, 
his Majelly addrelTed both Houfes in a fpeech from the throne; in which he informed them, 
that it was with more than ordinary fatisfeflion, he met them in Parliament, at a time, when 
the late cleftions might afford him an opportunity of receiving the moft certain information of 
the difpofition and wilhes of his*pei^|je, to which he was always inclined to pay the utnioft 
attention and regard. His Majcfty Wther ohferved, that by the force which the laft Pailia- 
nicnt had put in his hands, &c. he bad been able to withftand the formidable attempt.? of his 
esneraics, and to fruftratc tlic grc.it cxpcflalions they had formed ; and he trufted, that the fignal 
fucccflcs which had attended the progrefs of his arms in the provinces of Georgia and Caro- 
lina would have important confeqncnccs, and tend towards bringing the war to an happy ton- 
clufion. It was his nioft earneft defire to fee this great end accomplifhed ; hut, he was confi- 
dent, tliat they would agree with him in opinion, that fafe and honourable terms of peace 
could be fecured only by fuch powerful and rcf{ic£l:ibic preparations, as fhoiild convince tlieir 
enemies, that they would not I'ubmii to receive the law from any powers whatever; and that 
they were united in a firm rtfolution to decline no difficulty or hazard, in the defence of tliFir 
country, and for tlic prefervation of their cflcntial intcrefls. His Majefly further declared, 
that he faw and felt, with great anxiety and concern, that the various fcrvices of the war niuft, 
unavoidably, be attended with great and heavy cxpcnces ; but lie defired them to grant him 
fuch fupplies only, as llicir own feenrity and lading welfare, and the exigency of affair.? fliould 
be found to require. The motion for an addrefs of thanks, produced an animated difeuffion 
of the further progrefs of the American war. A bill to continue tlie fufpenfion of the Habc.as 
Corpus Aft, moved to be brought in by Sir Grey Cooper, was oppofed with much fpirited but 
unfuccefsful animadvcrfion, — the navy cllimatcs occafioned fome violence of debate, — even the 
thanks of the Houfe to Si> Henry Clinton and Lord Cornwallis, for the fci vices rendered to 
their country in the rrduftioii of Charleftovvn and the viftory of Camden, were not given 
without much fcverc obfervation ; however, the land and malt taxes were palled as matters of 
rourfc; — the fuccccding Parliamentary tranfaftions, previous to the rcccfs, paffed off wnthont 
any particular or lengthened debates ; and, on the fixth of Dtceinbcr, the Houle of Com- 
mons adjourned to the 23d of January in the prefent year. 

The intriguc.s of France had never been fo fuccefsful againfl Great Britain as.in the prefent 
war. She had contrived to kindle an unc.xtinguifhable flame in the North American colo- 
nies ;— llie had perfuaded Spain, againft the evident iutereft of that monarchy, to unite with 
her in alferting their independence ;—fhc had involved the Seven United Provinces in the 
quarrel with their aiiticat and firm ally; — nay, Ihc had drawn all Europe, as it were, into a 
confederacy for the tleftruftion of the naval power of this country, and had not only deprived 
it of all its allies, but fccjifs to have pofleffed the art of diicftiiig the public wiflics of mankind 
to the downfall of the Britifir empire. 

Inthcmidft of this ftorm, Britain appeared, however, to brave its enemies, not only by 
the gveatnefs of her fpii lt with vr hicli flic encountered them, but by thofe wonderful refourccs 
which as yet manifefled no flgn of being cxh.uiftcd. In the beginning of this year, the mari- 
time ftrength of all Plurope was drawn out againft her ; but the lift of her fleets and armies 
aflbrded them no reafon to hope that her power was on the decline. Her internal defence was 

provided 
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i;8j provided for ia fuch a manner, as precluded all expeftations of making the Icaft impreffioA 
upon this ifland ; flic had numerous forces in the Eaft arid Weft Indies, and was making the 
inoft vigorous efforts ia America. Her navy, at this time, was on a moft formidable cftablifti-* 
inent ; it confifted of no Icfs than 430 vcffels, in the beft polTibIc condition, and manned with 
the beft feameu in Europe. I'he deets of France, Spain and Holland, were but in a fmall 
degree fuperior to thofc of Great Ihitain in numbers, and very far inferior to them iivcon- 
ftruftion and equipment. The failors, thofc of Holland cKccptcd, were chiefly conipofed of 
landfmen unaccuftomed and very averfc to that elgmcni on which they ferved. France, with 
all its exertions, did not reckon more than 264 v^ls of all rates ; Spain could not boaft of 
more than 124, and Holland counted but 60. The rdidue of the European marine in adual 
commiffion, among thofc powers which formed the armed neutrality, amounted to no more 
than 80 ftiips of all fizes. Of thofc, 29 belonged to Rtiffia, 30 to Sweden, and 25 to Den- 
mark. Such were the eftimates of the*naval force of the maritime powers of Europe, about 
the commencement of this year 1781. . 

France had, it is true, obtained foioc advantage in the Weft Indies, but notwithftanding 
the parade with which her fleet, in conjunftion with that of Spain, had appeared on the Britifh 
coaft, nothing of the Icaft confequence had been hitherto cfTcfted. The only attempt fhc had 
' ventured to makciiLlhc Channel, was on the Ifland of Jerfey, in the year 1779, and in that 
Ihc had compjcatly failed. Irritated, »as we may fuppofc, at the difgrace of not having been 
able to poflefs herfelf of an ifland, which is fituated in the vicinity, and was in fight of her 
own fliorc, fhc made another, and, as it proved, a fruitlefs attempt at the commencement of 
the prefent year/ " 

On tlie 6th of January, upwards of 800 French troops, under the command of the Baron 
de Rullccourt, a man of undoubted courage, but of an impetuous difpofiiion, made good their 
landing on that ifland. And, fo totally neglcftful wxrc the militia guard of their duty, that 
the French not only effedted their landing with the utmoft privacy, but, to the utmoft afto- 
nilhment of the inhabitants, had taken pofleffion of the market place of St. Hclicr, the prin- 
cipal town of the ifland, foon after the day began to dawn, without a fingic gun having been 
fired, or the lead alarm given from any quarter -, and, having feized on a body of men that 
guarded the town, together with the commanding officer and magiftrates of the ifland, he drew 
up a capitulation, the terms of which were, that the ifland fliould be immediately furrcndcrcd 
to France, and the garrifon be fent to England. With this propofition, he demanded an in- 
ftant compliance, and declared, in cafe of a rcfufal, that lie would fet fire to the town, and 
put the inhabitants to the fword. Major Corbet, the lieutenant governor, and the magiftrates 
reprefented to him, that, being in his power, no autliority of theirs could be valid, and that 
the troops would of courfe refufe obedience to them. But the French commander perfifled in 
hisrequifition and menaces, the capitulation was figiied in order to prevent him carrying tljeiu 
into execution. Having gained this point, Baron Rullccourt advanced to Elizabeth Caftle, 
near the town, which he fummoned to furrender ; but the garrifon returned him a peremptory 
rcfufal, and madte fo vigorous a difeharge of their artillery upon his troops, as obliged him to 
retire into the town. In the mean time, the Britifh troops, under the command of Major 
Pierfon, who was next in feniority to the lieutenant governor, together with the militia of the 
ifland, affemMed upon the heights near the town ; when the French General fent a requifition 
to them to conform to the capitulation ; but received for anfwer, that if the French did not 
lay down tlieir arms, and furrender tliemfclvcs prifoners withiu twenty minutes, he would 

q attack 
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i;8i attack them. Accordingly, Major Pierfon, having made a very able dlfpofiiion of his fmall 
body of forces, they attacked the enemy with fuch vigoar and impctuofity, that in lefs than 
half an hour from the commencement of the aftion, the Frehch General being mortally 
wounded, the officer next in command defired Major Corbet to refume the government and to 
accept their fubmifllon as prilbners of war. But the brilliance of this fuccefs, was diminilTied 
by the death of that excellent officer Major Pierfon, who unhappily fell by one of the lalt dif- 
charges from the French troops. He was but in the twenty-fifth year of his age, arid had dif- 
played fuch military abilities on this^^ jg^cafion, as juftified the higheft exiwsffarions of the pro- 
feffional charafter he would have attained, had he been fo fortunate as to farvivc. He was 
fincercly lamented, not only by the fcldicry and inlubitants of jerfey, but by the whole 
nation. 

Hoflilities were commenced againft the Dutch by a detention of rbeir dipping in the differ- 
ent parts of Kngland, and by the capture of two men of war of 54 gnns. On the granting of 
letters of marque and rcprifals againft them, a multitude of privateers wr^s added to thofe al- 
ready in cottimiflion, and a vety great number of the Dutch merchantmen were brought into 
the Britifh ports. Inftrirflions were alfo difpatchcd at the fame time to the commanders of 
the Britifh forces in the Weft Indies, to proceed to immediate hoftilities, againd the Dutch 
fettlenients in thofe parts. 

Admiral Rodney was returned from his cxpcditi< 5 n to North America, and was preparing to 
attack fuch of the French iflands as feemed to be the Icaft capable of defence, when he was ap- 
prised of the rupture with Holland, and direfled to commence hoftilitics againft its pollcilions 
in tljc Weft Indies. The moft important of thefc was the ifland of St. Euflatius, commonly 
called Statia. 'Fhis ifland, barren and contemptible in itfelf, had long been the feat of a very 
great and lucrative commerce, and might, indeed, beconfidcred as the grand free port of ihc 
Weft Indies and America, and as a general magazine to all nations. Its richeft har\ ells 
were, however, during the feafons of warfare among its neighbours, in confcqucnce of its 
• neutral ftate and fituation, with its unbounded as well as unreftrained freedom of trade. 
At this time, therefore, it was, of courfc, open to tile fubjefts of all the powers at war, and 
deriving immenfe profits from the commerce carried on in confcquencc of fuch a privilege. 
The Dutch, rinder whofe mediation all trading bufineis was tranfafted, reaped prodigious ad- 
vantage fnom the innumerable commilfions with which they were entrufted, and from the vaft 
falcof thofc articles of merchandize, which they alone could difpofe of to the fubjefts of the 
belligerent powers in that part of the globe. 

Such w^is the fituation of this iftknd, whett Admiral Rodney, on the third of February in 
this year, appeared before it, with a naval and land force which St was in no cortditiDii to refill. 
It lurrendered, tlierefore, without any ftipulations. The wealth found in this place, was I'o 
great as to excite the aitonilhmcnr of the captors, notwirli Handing ritcir previous intimate 
knowledge of its nature and circumftances. The whole ifland appeared to be one cnonnoun 
magazine; for nrot only the vaft: ftoreiioiifes were crammed with merchandize of every kind, 
but even tluj beach was covered with Hoglhcads of fugar and tobacco. The value of the com- 
modities was eftimatod by a loofe, bur fuppofec! moderate calculation, as being confiderably 
above three millions fterrUng. thi,s was only a part of tfie pri'ze ; the capture of dipping 
was imtiienfe: upwards of 200 fall of merchantmen were taken, manj” of which were very 
richly laden, befides a fhip of 60 guns, a frigate of 40, and five other veflcls of Inferior force. 
The intelligence of this event was the more agreeably received in England, as the lofs, whicli 
Von. IV. T t was 
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1781 was among the fcvereft that Holland could have received, fell chidly upon the city of Amflcr- 
dam. The French and Americans were alfo confiderable fulFerers, and not a few of the Ih i- 
tifli merchants j who, trufting to the neutrality of the place, had configned valuable cargoes to 
their correfpondents there ; all of which were feized by the Jlritilh commanders as Dutch 
property* 

7 'he Dutch Governor, on fiirrcndcring the to?\vn, kc. had recommended it and the inha- 
bitants to the mercy of ilie Britilli commanders* But llic latter thought thcmlclvcs juflificd, 
by the partial and even zealous conduft of thofc inhabitants in favour of the enemies of Great 
Ihitain, in treating them with a degree of rigour not commonly cxercifcd towards an enemy 
who has furrendered at dlfcrction. All the property found upon the ifland, both public and 
private, was declared to be confifcatcd, and. was treated according to the fevered rules of con- 
lifeation. Sales for the dlfpofal of it commenced on the 1 5th of iMarch, and notice was given, 
in the Carribbean Gazette, that all ]»crfons who would come to the iflaud in order to purchaie, 
fltould have w’hatcvcr they bought properly fecured to them. The goods purchafed at thefe 
falcs were fuppofed to be fold at about one fourth of their value, and w^crc permitted to be 
flnppcd off in Knglilh or neutral bottoms, for the purpofe of conveying them to any of the 
Englifhor neutral illands. 

Bcfidcs the illand of St* Euftatius, the neighbouring iflanJs of St. Martin and Saba furren- 
dcred at difcrctiou. Admiral Rodney and General Vaughan added, likewifc, to tltcir former 
conquefts, the French iiland of St, Bartholomew^, and the Dutch colonies of Demerary and 
Iffcquibo on the Spanifh main, but to thefe they thought proper to afford the more favourable 
condirions of leaving the inliabitants in poffcffion of their prop>crty. The faft appears to 
that no fufpicions lay againft them of having afted a treacherous part to Great Britain, by 
doing every pofhblc fcrvicc to her enemies, which had been the conduft of the people of St. 
Euilatius i who, while they fupplied the French and Americans with immenfc quantities of 
warlike liorcs, kc, rcfuled, under various pretences, to fupply the occafioual demands made 
by Blips belonging to Great Britain* A number of Dutch vcflcls in the river Demerary, \xc\o 
alfo taken by two floops of his Britannic Majclly ; and the Dutch fettlemcnt of Bcrbicia, a 
few leagues diftant from Demerary, together with fever al vcflels, was taken by a fqiiadron of 
privateers, who alTociated for tliat purpofe. 

As this is a commercial queftion of confiderable importance, we fliall give tliofc papeis at 
large, which will afford the heft elucidation of it* 

To their Excellencies Sir George Brydges Rodney, Baronet, See. &c. and the Honour- 
able Genera] John Vaughan, Commanders in Chief of his Majefty’s Fleets and Armies 
in the Weft Indies, See. 

The Memorial and Remonftrance of the Merchants of St. Chriftopher for thcmfelvcs, and 
as Agents and Faftors for many of the mull commercial Houfes in Great Britain aiui 
Ireland. 

Your Excellencies having refufed the requeft of our former memorial, we have though" 
it neceflary to intrude upon you with a fccond applicatioiv that we may not be wanting in ail 
due refpeft to your Excellencies charafters ; that our proceedings may be coudufted with tliar 
caution and deliberation wdiich is confiftent wnth the equity of our demands ; and that you 
may be made acquainted with our determination, in cafe thofc demands continue to be 
refufed* 


Wo 
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1 78 1 Wc bnvc nlrcady rcprclcatcd, that our property, and that of our confl,iliicnts» fairly 
bought, inulcr the raaftioii of afls ol l^arhaiaciit, with their and our money, has been forciidy 
taken from us, without our being allowed to niaik or nvmihcr titc packages, and without 
knowing on wliat lliips they were to bo leaded, Wc have ttow to add to that information, 
that infuranccs for hmie of thole v(;.ry goods ha\c been oi<fcrcd to be made in England, before 
the capture of the iiland, on Ihlps engaged lor the purpofe of carrying them to Great Britain, 
iind now aftnally :ii tliis port. As by tliefc means our property i' wrefted out of our handwS, 
and the iiifurcrs abioivcd from their engagements, we conlitfer your Excellencies, and thofe 
employed under you, as aniwcrahle for all riftjucs whatever of fea as well as the enemy, until 
the delivery of our goods itito the hands of our relpcftivc corrclpondcnts in England, and 
your Excellencies will not bo I’urprif'ed at our ufmg all tltc means which the laws of our coun- 
try have provided for ns to feck rcdi rlV. 'I liis is a <luty wc ovt^e to ourfeivcs, our families, our 
creditors, and our conflituenls, however dilkgrccalde it mull be to have any difpulcs witlx 
genllenien, whom wc have niways coitfidcrcd as the proteftors of oar perfons and fortunes. 
In liiis apj-ilicaiiun for ouifclvcr, wc with it to be undcrflood, that tlic piopcrty of all the in- 
fiabitants of the cantered iflmd^ is included, tliar may have hern forcibly taken olF from fb, 
Isuflatius, in the fame manner iliat <nirs have been, ddicir prod. ace was brought and ours 
])urchafcd thcic, under tlie laufUrm of afts of Parjiament ; and in whatever hglil men of your 
high rank and elevated flations may conlider Inch authorities, wc have been taught to look up 
to them wltli jcvcrcncc and vencratioTJ, and have always undci ilood, that even liis Majefly 
cannot difpcnic with them, and confenucntly cannot delegate fuc.h a ]'0wcr to others. 

“ hi regard to the European goods now in our ftorcs, and in the itaiuh; of our faffors at 
St. EuRat-ius, wc entreat your ICxccllcncies to determine lucir fare as foon as podihle ; and 
flmuid there he a general ccubiication, and the proceeds to remain in agents hands, or ili'S 
goods detained from us, till his Majcfly's pleafure is known ; we beg leave to reprerem, th it 
wc confuicr ourfeivcs as no ways obliged to reft fatisfieJ with fach files or detention , but, on 
lire contrary, will fetk ail lawful redrefs, in this country and in England, againft your Excci- 
Icncies, and ail employed to take them out of our poiTcflion, or wlio prevent our removing or 
diipofing of them in iucb a manner, that they may fell for their full value. 

As it is not only ncccfiarv for tlic fecurity of our rights, but alio \ \\ coniuvmity to voar 
E. xcclicircics dcfirc, that wc fhould produce inventories of all our effefts at St. Euftatius, vve 
doubt not ])Ut your Excellencies will readily furnilh us with the means of procuring them ; 
wc have, therefore, to icqueft, that, in order to enable us and our partners and faftors at St, 
Kuftatius to afeertain the amount of the goods already fhipped off by authority of your Excel- 
lencies, and of what may be Ircreaficr taken from us, you would be plcafed to permit lucli an 
intercouife, pcrfonaland by covrcfpondcncc bctw'ccn us and them, as may facilitate a mculurc 
fo ncccffary to give tiic laws of our country their proper force. 

“ And, as the inhabitants of the captured iilanJs, in whole hchair we alio claim, have a 
cotifidcrable properly on board of Dutch vcffcls, now in St, i'-ukarius road, wliich, wc am in- 
formed, arc under your Exccllcricics orders for England, wc thmk it highly propei, iliat wc 
ftiouid here vcqueft your Excellencies to ciired all papers, particularly the certilicKtes relating 
to fuch property, to be tranfmitted to England by each velfcl, and that the principal officers 
tft‘ each Blip be fent home to prove tlic Ihipmeut and property of fuch goods, in compliance 
with his Majefty’s inftruilions. 


T t 
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1781 We ihall further ufe the freedom to rcpicfcnt to your Excellencies, one ferlous bad con^i 
fequence that may arife to Britifh fubjefts from the mcafurcs threatened by your Excellencies 
to be put in execution. It is impoffible for many of us to l>c more cfFcflually ruined by future 
events than by the prefent ; but our more wealthy conftitiients, and the nation at large, may 
fuffer from the example fet by your Excellencies^ to other powers : if by the fate of war thefe 
iflands fhould fall into the hands of an enraged enemy, there will be a pretext for them to re- 
taliate, and confifeate private property ; fuch fteps will totally deprive us of the n>cans of pay- 
ing our generous creditors in England, and be the caufe of numerous bankruptcies there. 
Thus there will be ruin iuflifted on the very people in the mother country, who arc, with 
unparaleilccl liheraJiiy, fubferibing to fupport the war, and llie principal pillars of the ftatc will 
fall to the ground. 

The conquerors of all civilized natiojis have ever bad an eye to this ; and both motives 
of humanity and polity preferved the property of individuals. One inftance lately happened 
to the contrary ;~Gr€nada having been taken by ftorra, without capitulation, was at the mercy 
of the conquerors :—though the Count D’Eftaing did not feize the property of individuals, 
yet he iffued edifts to prevent payment of debts due in Great Britain, and difplaccd agents of 
abfentees, by appointing truftces to receive the produce of the eftates. ThoJfc mcafures occa- 
fioned an univerfaJ clamour among the cniighuned part of the French nation, who carried re- 
monftrances to the throne of an ablblutc monarch, and Count D'Eftaing's canduft was ^ 
fcvccely reprobated, his edi&s refeinded, and the iuhabitauts put upon the iame footing with 
the French fub}e£ls in that ifland. 

It is fo far from our inclinatioja to give any trouble to your Excellencies, dwt it is with 
reluflancc we have trefpafled upon your attention ; but as we arc alking for a right, and not 
foiiriting a favour, ~ajid as that right is of the greaieft importance to us, wc not only liopc 
that we ihali Hand excufed to your Excellencies, but that you will, upon further rcfkflion, 
comply with our requeft.*^ 

The above naemorial, &c. was prefented to Admiral Rodney and General Vaughan, by 
John Glanvihe, E%- bis Majefty's Solicitor General. 

The principles on which the Brkifo commanders in chief dc&sid in the bufinefs of St. Eu- 
flaCiUS, were too decided to be moved by memorials or remonftrances from partial fufferers. 
The anfwer of the Admiral to that which wc have juft recited, marks the fpirit of his conduft, 
and hia determination to eominue it. After mentioning the impolfibility of coiifidering it 
with ptoper attention, from the more important avocatiom^ that preficd upon him, he pro> 
ceeds to exprefs hts furprize, that gentlemen who call themfclvcs merchants and fubjefls of 
Great Britain, Ihould, when it was in their power to lodge their cfFcfts in the Britifti iflancls 
to windward^ where tliey would have been under the proteftion of tlic Britifh laws and the 
Britifh flag, fend them to leeward, to the ifland of St. Euftatius, where, in the eye of coin- 
mon rcafon and common fenfe, they could only be lodged as a depofit to fupply the ncceflity 
of their King’s and their country’s euemiex.’’ He then concludes with the following ftrong, 
unargumentative, peremptory declaratian»— The ifland of St. Euftatius was Putcli, — every 
thing in it was Dutch,— every thi^ig was under the proteftion of the Dutch flag, and that as 
Dutch it fliall be treated^ is the firm refolution of a Britifh Admiral, who has no view what- 
ever, but to do the duty he owes to hia King and country.” * 

But this was not all, — while the merchants of St. Chriftoplicr^s, &c. were endeavouring to 
dked the attention of the captors of St. Euftatius, to their intcrefts, the Weft India planters 

q and 
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8 1 And merchants in London, were fetting forth their grievances to the power, to whom thoffi 
officers were accountable. The following petition was prefented oti the i6th of April to tita 
throne. 

To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty. 

Petition the West India Planters and Merchants. 

That your peiitioncrs have very coniidcrable property and debts due to them, in tho 
fcvcral iilarids in the Weft Indies, fubje<ft to the crown of Great Britain, as allb in the iflands 
of Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica and St. Vincent, which have, in the courfe of the 
prefent hoftilities, fallen under the dominion of France. 

** That they have always concclvcu it to be a maxim anivong civilized nations, eftablifhed in. 
humanity and found policy, ‘ that war fhoiild be carried on with the kaft poffibJe injury to 

* private property, found in any countries or towns, which may be invaded or conquered ;* 
the happy cflFe&s of which wife principles your petitioners have hitherto experienced in the fc- 
curity of their eftates and cfFcfts from rapine and plunder, which have been reciprocally dif- 
countcnanccd by the Governors in the Weft Indies, as ruinous to Individuals, and produflivc 
of no decifive advantage to any of the fovercign States concerned. 

Your petitioners are, therefore, ferioufly alarmed at the general felzure made by the com- 
manders of your Majefty’s fca and land forces, of goods, merchandize and fpccic, found in the 
iflands of St. Euftatius and St. Martin, on their furrcndcring, without refiftance, and at dif- 
cretion, to the laid commanders; humbly conceiving, that the inhabitants of places which 
fubmit to the will, and furrender thcmfclvcs to the diferetion of an invading enemy, imme- 
diately upon Inch fubmiffion, become the fubjeils of that fovereign or ftatc, to whom the 
viftorious army belongs; and confequcntly, by their allegiance, are entitled to fccurity in 
their perfons and property; it being as repugnant to policy as humanity, to permit one dais 
of fubje£ls to plunder another ; the trader having an equal claim with the foldicr to the pro- 
teftion of government. 

Your petitioners humbly beg leave to reprefent to your Majefty, that thofc Dutch iflands 
did belong to a fovercign State, by whofe authority and pcfmiflion tliey were made free ports ; 
and that they have been recognized as (uch by Great Britain, and all the other maritime powers 
of Europe, who have poflcfTions in the Weft Indies* 

That Great Brit.ain, in particular, has never inlerdifted or prohibited, to her fubjeds, 
the trade, of thofc Dutch iftands, but has, on the contrary, permitted the exportation of great 
quantities of various ariiclcs^of goods, of the growth, produce and manufaduic of this coun- 
try, which have been regularly and openly entered out, at tlie feveral ports in this kingdom, 
for the faid l^utch iflands* 

That an aft was paffed laft fcflion of Parliament, for removing any legal doubts artfingout 
of the Navigation Aft, refpefting the importation of tobacco of the growth of the colonics in 
North America, which having efcaped Britilh capture, had been imported from the colonics 
in rclxllion, into thofc Dutch iflands, declaring and enafting, ‘ that fuch tobacco might be 
‘ legally imported frOm thofc, oi any other neutral iflands, into any Britilh ifland, and from 

* thence into Great Britain bv which aft, fhe trade to the faid ifland of St. Euftatius and 

St. Martin, which had always been, in many refpefts, legal, became an objeft of public en- 
couragement, by being extended beyond what the ftrift conftruftion of law feemed formerly 
to authorize. ^ 


That 
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i}’8r That fince the paflln^ the laid acV, and even before, dnrinj;' the prefent rebellion, a great 
part of the tol)acco, ahlblutcly ucccllary for the confiimption and revenue of (ircat Bjitain, 
lias been imported through that channel, to the mimillil benefit of the navigation of this 
kingdom ; for if the market had not been fupplied by iholc means, there would have been au 
indifpcnfablc necelTity for admitting; tobacco from 'Holland, after having been carried thither 
from thofc iflaiuh in Dutch vcfle Is ; and (ireal Dritain \voi:ki, confequciitly, have been de- 
prived of the profit ariinig from the iong navigation of tiiat bulky commodity. 

Thatfinccthc commencement of the American rchcHion, the faid iilant’s of St. Eufiatius 
and v^’t, Martin have been frequently of the moll ellcntial fcrvicc to the Britilh Leeward lllands, 
particulaiJy in the years i 777^and 1778, when the iilands of Antigua and St* ChiiPLOphcr 
v/orJd have juficred :i!f the mlferlcs of aflual famine, had not they drawn fioiii St. Euilatius 
ihofc fuppltcs which tlicy Ibrnicrly received from North America* 

That fince the capture of (Grenada, the Grenadines, Dv^minica and St* Vincent, thofc 
hlaiids have been principally fuppheJ with tlie levcral acceflin les for their conluinption, and 
ibr tlic cultivation of their |dantaiion '>, through the medium of Sr. Enflatius, and that many 
I’rltilh fubjefts, having propel ly in thofc captured iiluids have been obliged to dUbliih houfes 
of trade in the laid idand of Sr. Luflanns, tor the cxprco purpofe of fupplying thofc illands, 
and iiavc ordered various articles to be ihijjped for St* Euilatius from Gicat Eiitain, as well nr, 
from Holland. * 

“ 'Fhat the great wa?it of plantation {lores and other nccclLi ies, in tbofe captured illancis, 
has alfo obliged many ot tlie planters to lliip, from time to time, a great part of t!ic produce 
of their plantations to St. Euilatius, for the purpofe of j)urchafing fuch plantation llores and 
neccffarics . 

'I’hat many of your Majclly’s faithful and loyal fubjefts, on the faith of Great Britain, 
having recognized the trade, have fettled as general traders in thofc Dutch illands, and have 
ccmfiderablc ]>rop( rty in gurnis, merchandize and money, in the laid ifiands ; and that others 
of your Majefiy's mofl faitliful and loyal fubiedts, as agents for the Dutch az well as Hiiillh 
merchants in thek Ifiands, h.avc ihippcd coafiderabJe quantities of goods and mcrchandl/c on 
account of the faid nicichants. 

That thofc Dutch illands, particularly St. Euflatius, have, therefore, been, and ouglit 
to be, confidcred as free ports, open to all the w'orld, where the fubjc^ls of all States in amity 
with Holland were equally welcome, wiierc the goods imported by the hand of commerce were 
at open market, ready to be fold to the heft bidder, without favour and affedtion, without any 
partial or political atuichment or prcdileftion to any of thef powers at war, without regaid to 
any other objcfl ih.an that of mercantile profit, which is the fpriiig and foul of all commerce 
whatever; and tliat the value of the faid illands to that fovercign power to which they belong- 
t cd, as well as to your Majefiyhs fuhjcfts and other nations, confificd In their being unlverfal 
open marls, and not la tlie inconfidcrablc produdtion of their foil. 

Your petitioners humbly beg leave to reprefent to your Majclly, tliat, as a very conlidcr- 
able part of the property found in thofc Dutch illands, muft ncccfiarily belong to many of your 
MajeflyN moft faithful and loyal fubjedls,, from the caufes above* Hated, fo there arc likvwKc 
others of your Majelly’s fubjefts reCdiug in Great Ikitain, and the Britifli Leeward Ifiands, 
who arc large creditors of the Dutch and Britifh merchants in thofc Dutch illands, not only 
, ovi account of goods and merchandize^ openly and avowedly ihipped by them, as the agents ol 



8 1 the faitl merchants, but alfo in rcfjxtft of dcalin^js and engagements antecedent to, and uncon- 
m fX^d with the trade carried on by Inch their debtors in ihofe iflands. 

With relpci't to the property found in the faid ill-inds, heionging to the fubjefls of the 
States of Moliand, or any oilier of your .Majefty’s enemies, your petitioners liaving already 
ilated what they liuinbly conceive to be the humane and political practice of war, feel thein-^ 
Iclves iinj.vcllcd by a principle of gratitud#, to prefent to your royal view the conduft of tiu; 
commanders of the Fiencli K lug's forces, and of the court of France, in the calc of the con- 
quell: of the illaiuls of'Circnada afid the ( irenadines. 

When the illand of Gicnada, after Itaving made a zealous, but unfaccersful cudhnee, 
agihnh the enemy’s fm-ce, finre rule red at JF'rcrioii, tliere was no plunder allowed, c\^e|.tt an 
the Hofpital Hill, whicli was tak 'Ji by llorni, and wlicic the fiiiall clTedis tliat were lodiyju, 
iiecellarily fell, 'm fur 3 u: bclh^ to thcVirfl of the afl'ailants who could hy their liands upon tlicni.-. 
'I he goodi. and nierdiandizc in the town of Sr, ( jcoigc, in that illand, to a very large amount, 
not merely intended for the ulc and co!ifuinptjon of'llie illand, but for the general market (>f 
tlie Well Indjci, renuiined untoucited, and every Ipccies of property whatever was left Invio- 
late, even the iu)ods upon the (juays and beacii, in various parts of the ifiand. 

Tlicic were, iiuK'cd, cei tain ordinances liiin d hy the French governor, on taking pol- 
fcirion of the faid ill-uid, hy which the produce of all \dantations belonging to ahleatec'i was 
to be fcqucllcred until a peace , and the payment of all debts due m your Majellv’s fub’cs^s^ 
relidiiig itr any part of your Majdly’s dominions, wa^ proliibited, under pain of military { ce- 
cation. But on the application of the parties intcrcllcd to the court of h' ranee, tliofe ordi- 
nances were immediately revoked hy his Molt Chiiftian Mnjefiy ; and all peribns whanver, 
vviietiier prefent or abfent, were fecured in the full polFlhon or iheir eflites and : liis 

j\Tod Cliriilian Majclly liaving been picafej, at the lame time, to cxprels his difappru'cation of 
thofc ordinances, ^ as lending to injure civil contra£ls, which arc founded on ttie law wf na- 
ture, and which form the mod facred bond of focicty, being tlic principal fource ot that 
reciprocal communication and intcrcourfe fublifting between the lubiefis of a!! natiorus ; to 
which contiafls, and to private property in general, the prafticc of war, among civilized ibttcs^ 
has ever had the mod tender icgard.’ 

“ Your petitioner:; likewife, with plcafurc reflefl, that your iMajedy, in tlic very beginning 
^>f your reign, gave a driking example of clemency upon the capture <>f Doinlnlca ; the ii-lia- 
bltants of which idaiul were fettled there againd exprefs treaties, unacknowledged by any fovc- 
njgn; profcduig neutrality, yet excrcifing hoftililics itgainli your Majedy’s fubjcfls ; and 
when Uunrnoned to fubniit to your MajcHy’s arms, not only ref'uied to iurrender, but, pu)- 
vokittg an afliiult, were reduced fword in hand . yet, by your Majedy's wildoin and generohty, 
the ii'iliabitants of that tiland were preferved in the podedion of all tlicir property. 

“ Your petitioners do not conceive that thofe dcfenccIcTs iflands w’cre furpn/cd and taken 
pofhdion of by your Majefty’s arms for the fake of inglorious fpoil, but merelv with a view 
to great political objefts, in conducing the prefent hodillties againd tiic combined enemies of 
Great Britain, by depriving them, in future, of the convenience and advantage of thofc* marts. 
They have ever confidcred Great Britaiii aspriding herlclf in a^s of gcncrolity and liumanity, 
not Icfs than in brilliant achievements of valour in war j and they are confident that your 
Majedy w ill not permit the Britilh name to he dained by a departure froni that line of condua, 
which has hitherto fo peculiarly charaacrlfcd this nation, and lici facred regard to the rights 
of maukind. 
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X781 They beg leave to repeat to your Majcfty, that the confifeation of private property in 
tbofe Dutch iflands, would grievoufly afFeft many of your MajcAy’s moil faithful and loya 
fubjciSs, who have traded there under the fanftion of our laws, or who are creditors of mer- 
chants in the faid iflands ; and, at the fame time, to ftate to your Majefty their apnrehenfions, 
that fuch a mcafurc, fo far as it would injure the property of the fubjefls of the enemy, niuft 
ncccflarily tend to cncreafe the calamities of waf, by exciting defperate rcfiftance,--by exafpe- 
rating our foes againft the trading inhabitants of thole iflands which may hereafter he obliged 
to fubmit to their arms,— and by eftabiifhiiig a predatory fyftcrn, deftru^five and ruinous in its 
confequenccs to individuals, and of no folid benefit to the fevoral ftates concerned. 

Signed by order, and in the name and on the behalf of ilie W^eft India planters and mer^ 
chants, William Cfichton, 

Chairman of lhc*gencral meeting on this fpecial bufinefs.^ 

But the Weft India planters and merchants who confRicreJ thcmfclvcs a$ fufferers by the 
general confifeation of St. Euftatius, did not content thcmftlvcs with memorials and petitions, 
but had immediate rccourfc to the laws of their country ; and various law-fuits were cominen« 
ced, in order to try whether the condufl of the captors of St.Euftatius would obtain the fanc- 
tion of law. Thcfe circumftanccs occafioned a great coolncfs, w hich at length foreboded a fet- 
tled diflike between the naval commander in chief and the Biitifli iflands which were commit- 
ted to his charge and proteAion : a c^rcumflancc which could not but be conlidered as ex- 
tremely unfortunate in fuch a critical fcaibu of the war. 

The bufinefs of St. Euftatius was not, however, confined to thofc who were more immedi- 
ately concerned in it : the attention of Parliament was claimed on the occafion ; and IVIr. jjaikc 
moved, in the Houfc of Commons, for an enquiry into the conduit obfei vcd in the late cap« 
tuic of the illand of St. Euftatius, particularly with xcfpcft to the feizure and confifeation of 
private property, as well as to many outrages ftated to have been committed there. But tlie 
iibfcncc of the commanders, who were fo deeply concerned in the fubjeft of enquiry, was 
thought a fuificient ground for poftponing it till the onfuing fcflion ; and to that period we 
mull refer our readers for any further information on this important fubje^V. 

In the month of Oftober, 1780, fcveral of the Weft India iflands were afflifted with one of 
tire mofl dreadful hurricanes that liad ever been experienced in that part of the globe. The 
damage done by it to feme of the Britilh and French iflands, as as well as to the Ihipjfing, was 
immenfe, and far exceeded any lolfcs, from fuch ^ caufc, that liad ever, been fuftained by thole 
colonies. 

The Britiih ifland which fuffered mod wa$ that of Barbadoe^ : it underweirt an almoft total 
deftrufijon* The iflands of Jamaica, Grcivada, St. Vincent, and St. Lucia, particularly the 
former, w<ere alfo great fharers in this alarming vifitaiion. The F'rench iflanda of Mattinico 
and Gu^alaupc did not efcape an (xjual portion of iho general calamity : tire priitcipai tov^ns 
in bqth were almoft levelled with the earth ; many thoufand lives were loft (tom the irruption 
of the kz$ the fajl of buildings, &c. ; and, among the vaft q-uaruity of (hipping caft away, were 
two BritUh (hipa -of the line, ani feveral firigate^: fovoral French flnps of mm aifo met with 
the fate. 

Thcfe hurricanes involved the of ferae of the Britifh in fuch «wfetreme 

diftreft, that it was thought neceilary to nwis^C’applioatioBi to Bari iaraent for MTiftanoe and relief. 
Aqcordiiigly, on the 23d of January in this year, (wlfich was the firft day on which the Houfc 
o( Commons alTembled after the Chriftmas recefs) a petition was prefented, by X»ord North, 

from 
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1781 from the planters, merchants, and other perfons intcrefted in the ifland of Jamaica, in which 
it was {laled, that the pariflics of Wcfliuoreland and Hanover, in that Jfland, had been laid 
wafle by the late hurricanes, earthquakes, and inundations; whereby moll of the buildings in’ 
thofe parUhes, togothcr with the produce of the earth, were in a great meafure deftroyed ; and 
that other diftrifts in the ifland had received very coufideiable damage. It was added, that 
the Ioffes of the fcvcral fufferers amounted to fach an enormous fum, as to require tl>e immedi- 
ate aid and affiftance of Parliament, . 

A petition was alfo prefented by Mr. Ellwick, agent for Barbadocs, from the planters, mer- 
chants, and others rcfidcntin England, and intereiicd in the ifland of Barbadocs ; in which it 
was llatcd, that the violence of the late hurr. canes had extended over the whole ifland, affedinsc 
almoft every individual, and reducing to diftrefs the greatefl: part of the inhabitants. Of 
nearly 400 plantations, fcarccly oneliad efcaped the genera! calamity ; moft had fuftained very 
coufidcrable, and many almoft irreparable damages : almoft all the buildings, nearly one^half 
of the cattle, and many Haves had been deftroyed ; fcveral towns had fuffered, and ilic principal 
in an extreme degree. From thefe caufes, the inhabitants, to the number of above 20,0^0 
whites, had been almoft deftitutc of liabitations, food, and raiment. I’he petitioners tlierc- 
fore folicited the Houfc, that it would afford tlic fufferers fach fpeedy and effectual relief, as 
W'ould not only fccurc them from impending want, but alfo aflift them to ereft anew their 
buildings, and to procure other neccffarics, and thtreby enable them again to cultivate their 
eftates. A petition was alfo prefented from the lord mayor, aldermen, and common council 
of London, recommending the diftreffed inhabitants of Jamaica and Barbadocs to the attention 
and generofity of Parliament* 

• Tlic minifter informed the Houfc, that his Majefty having been acquainted with the con- 
te^its of thefe petitions, had recommended them to the conlidcration of Parliament. The day 
following, therefore, the bufinefs was more particularly difeuffed ; when Lord North obferved, 
that if an eftimate were to be made of the commercial value to this country of the two parilhes 
on which the hurricane fell in Jamaica, and if it were compared with the commercial value to 
this country of Barbavlocs, perhaps thofe twopariflics were more than etjuivalent, in that fcalc, 
to the whole of that iiland. If therefore a calculation were to be made of the quantum of re- 
lief to' be fent to each ifland upon this principle, the greatefl: fum would be fern to Jamaica : 
but Parliament would be too juft to make this the rule of their charity, wliich ihould be regu- 
lated, not by the meafure of their lofs, hut by the urgeiicy of their wants. The hurricane had 
fallen on only a part of Jamaica, but had ravaged and laid waftc the whole of Haibadocs. In 
tlic latter ifland all were fufferers ; in jamaic«i, the greater part of the ifland, though indeed the 
Icaft fertile, had cfcapcd the general vifitation : whence it might be prefumed, that the ncccflk- 
rics of life might be.purchafcd by the poor amongft the fufferers, wiiich weie not very many 
in the two fuffering panthes, for money : money therefore was the principal thing of which 
they flood in need. But in Barbadocs, where the cfTefts of the hurricane were general, the 
number of poor white people was great, and they would ftand in need of many of tlie ncccf- 
faricsoflifc, confifting of bulky commodities, which could not be tranfmitted, like a credit 
on the bank of England, without any expence, but would occaiion a coniiderable deduftion 
frojp the fum voted for their relief,— for freight, iniurauce,^aiKl limilar incidents In the 
article of affiftance, therefore, the painful preference was due to barbadocs. In confcqucnce of 
this ftatement, the Houfe agreed to three refolutioas : — kirft, to grant 8o,ocx5h for the. relief 
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1781 of Barbaclocs ; fccondly, to grant 40,000!, for the relief of Jatnaita; and, thirdly, that tlicfc 
fums fliould be paid for the ufe of the fufFcrers, without any deduftion. 

On the 2 5th of the fame month, the minifters communicated to both Houfes of Parliament 
a meflage from the King, in which his Majefty acquainted them, that during the rccefs, he 
had been obliged to direft letters of marque and reprifal to be iffued againft the Statcs-Gencral 
of the United Provinces and tlicir fubjefts. Fdr the caufes and motives of his conduft, on 
that occafiou, he referred them to his public inanifcfto againft that republic, which he had 
ordered to be laid before the Houfc, &c. with feveral other papers relative to the rupture with 
Holland. 

Very animated debates took place on this occafion in both Houfes : the oppofition repro- 
bated the war wnth Holland in the moft pointed manner. But the principal ground of argu- 
ment was taken between the Dutcli and the Americans, which had been difeovered by the 
capture of Mr. Laurens. It was faid to be no more than the plan of a treaty, or the rough 
draught of a compaft hereafter to be entered into by the intending contrafting parties ; that it 
depended entirely on events which were unknown, and might not happen ; in which cafe, the 
treaty was never to be ratitied : that it was no more than a fpeculative eflliy,— a mere contem- 
plative projefl. 

To fuch reafoning it was eafiiy anfwcrcd— That the treaty w^as aflually fgned and fcaled ; 
the names of the pcnfioiiary of Amfterdam, and Monficur de NeufVillc, a merchant of that 
city, being fiibfcribcd to it on the part of the magillracy of Amfterdam, and the name of 
.William Lee, as commiffioncr or agent for the Congrefs of America. Befidcs, it might be 
very properly urged, that when two powers ftood conneflcd together by foJemu* treaty and 
ancient alliance, as the States of Holland, and Great Britain were, it made very little differ- 
ence in the fcale of offence and provocation, whether a treaty, like that of the penfioimry Van 
Berkcl, Wvis fully ratified and coiifummatcd, or only in progrclUon. Indeed the States- 
(^rcncra! had refufed to pay the Icaft attention to the requlfition in his Majefty's memorial, de- 
livered by Sir jofeph Yorke, that proper notice fliould he taken of Van BcrkcJ and his alTb- 
ciates ; fo far as fuch a refufal could be implied by a contemptuous filence. As to the principal 
magiflrates of Amfterdam, they were fo far from difavowing the fa£l, or attempting to palliate 
it, that they gloried in the whole tranfaftion i and exprcfsly declared, even to the States- 
General, that what they had done was no more than their indifpenfablc duty required of 
them. It may be alfo fuggefted, tliat the opinion of this treaty being no more than a project, 
might, perhaps, have fome w^eiglu in the argument, if an opportunity had not been given to 
the Statcs-Gencral to retraft or difavow it. Inftead of that, their conduft amounted iicai ly. 
if not entirely, to an avowal or approbation of its contents ; they poftponed it" ad refa endure ; 
and by fo doing, they difclaimcd it in form, hut acknowledged it in fubftance : for, though it 
may be allowed, for argument’s fake, that they were not prepared immediately to punllh the 
offender, Van Bcrkel, they might have fatisficd the Britilh court, by reprobating it in an ab** 
ftraft refolution or opinion, cxprefling, in general terms, their total difapprobation, and de- 
claring the impropriety or criminality of any of the fubjefts of the republic entering into a 
treaty with the rebellious fubjefts of another ftate, in amity and alliance with them. 1 
motion made in both Houfes, in ca»fequencc of the mclTage, that an addrefs fhould be pre- 
ferred to his Majefty, alluring him that the Moufe would, with a firm and determined refolU'- 
tion, fupport the juft and ncceflary war againft Holland, &c. &:c. was carried in both places 
by a confidcrabk majority^ 
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riie affairs of India now began to require, and to attrafl the moll: ferious attention of the 
Houfe of Commons. It was llrongiy infilled upon by many perfons of weight, that the inter- 
ference ot the crown, under the fau£lion of Parliament, in 1773, regulating the govern- 
niciit of the Lall India Company’s poirdhons in Alia, and In the nianagcmcnt of its affairs at 
home, inftcad of the benefits wliich were held out at that time, had produced fiich feenes of 
ciifordcr, and fuch a fiatc of conf ufion in India, as lias not often been the refnlt of civil, or 
even of any regulated military cUahlilhment. 

It was generally allowed, that the double interefls which were then formed, mutually coun- 
teracting each other, and the oppofite powers which the Company’s fervauts looked up to, 
necellarily ilackcncd all the bands of obedience, aiid, by degrees, dcllroycd all authority. "I Iic 
revolution at Madias, the fate of f,x>rd Pigot, the triumph, rather than efcape, of the authors 
of that catallrophc, for which they had only been lined loool. each, with the extraordinary 
phxuioaienon of Indian princes, at the di fiance of half the globe, Ixxoming the authors of 
cabals, and the leaders of parties in the capital of Great Britain, formed, altogether, fuch a 
combination of circumfianccs, as pointed out the ncccfilty of a review of our policy Itfeif, in 
the government of India, as well as of the firiking cfFcfts which it had produced, 

Bengal, by the: new regulations, had been made the feat of government of the Hiitilh domi- 
nions in the EalL Two junldiflions were liiere cftabliflted ; the one poiieuing all the politi- 
cal and executive powers of government, under the name of Governor-General and Council, 
extended its fupcrintcndancc and controul over the other prefidencies of Madras and liombiiv. 
The fccoiid, compofed of judges font from England, was called the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature, and was entirely independent of tlie (iovernor-General and Council. As the one fuc- 
cceded, with great additional powers, to the ancient prefidcncy, fo the latter did to the Mayor’s 
Court of Calcutta ; a court, which though compofed of magifirates not bred to the know- 
ledge of the law, yet by afting upon the general principles of reftitude, and with the ailifiancc 
of juries, was highly difiinguilhed, as well for the moderate expcnce of time and money at 
which jufticc was obtained, as for the fairnefs of its proceedings, and the equity of its dc- 
cifions. 

It was fcarccly, pcrltaps, in the nature of things, that thefe feparate, independent powers., 
efpccially at fuch a diftance from home, as to be in a great mcaiurc beyond the .each of con- 
troul, fhould fubfifi long together without clafhing. The public had hitherto received o;ily 
the charges againfl the Supreme Court of Judicature of Calcutta. Their friends could there- 
fore only requeft, that no hafty opinions ihould be formed, nor cenfure pall upon their con- 
duft, until they were heard. 

In this fiate of tilings, It was not cafy to fettle in what proportions the blame is to be laid ; 
upon the conllitution itfeif, or upon thofe wfiio afted under it. It feems, however, to have 
been generally acknowledged, that the meafurc of attempting to efiablifii £.nghjh laws, courts, 
and forms of jufticc, amongfi. the various nations, religions, languages, and races of men fub- 
fifiing in India, and where fcarccly any length of time could even render them intelligible, 
will probably ever be confidered.as a fundamental political error. The antiquity of the Gentoo 
civilization, laws, religion, and cuftoms, fortified by the invincible attachment which it pro- 
duced in the people, had, in all ages, procured the. political attention, if not the refpe£l, of 
the mofi. barbarous of their various conquerors. However the people were oppreffcd or pil- 
laged, their prejudices, in thofe refpefts, were held facred and inviolate, 

U u 2 


The 



340 AN HISTORIC At AND CHRONOLOGIC At DEDUCTION 

.IV. T>. 

17S1 The Zemindars, who arc at prefent the great landholders of India, are likcwifc a fort of 
hereditary princes of the country They generally rent from their fubfiftiag mafters, tbofc 
lands which their anceftors polTefled in fovercignty. Some of thefe hold lands to the extent of 
ten or twelve thonfand fquare miles ; and as the rents, were generally eafy, and the people ftill 
regard them W’irh the higlreft degree of attachment and reverence, they arc enabled to retain 
Ionic appearance of former royalty in their palates, and ftill more in their authority. Tho 
Englifli government in this country, is in a great mcafurc maintained through this attachment 
of the people to their princes ; and the defire of enabling the Zemindar to difchjirge his rent, 
is a principal fpur to their induftry. AH the judicial bufinefs of the couiitry had hitherto been 
tranfafted in tljcir provincial courts, and matters of litigation decided according to the known 
laws and cuftoms. 

The authority of the native courts was not only denied by the new judicature, but their 
members were punifhed, even to ruin, as well as pcrfoi;al intliftion, for the difeharge of their 
functions, according to the eftablifticd laws and coitftitution of their country, which had, till 
now, been acknowledged by all conquerors. We are at all times to rccolleft) that it had been 
the conftant policy of the Eaft India Company, in the government of thofe countries, to a£t 
under the apparent authority, and as the. nominal fervants and officers, of that fliadow of the 
ancient fupreme fovercignty, the reprefentative of the Grand Mogul, u iio ftill refided at Delhi : 
fo tJiat the new fyftcm of judicature operated not fimpiy as a violent and unprepared inuova- 
tion, but as a total revolution in the mode of government eftabliflicd by ourlelves. 

The aftonifhed and terrified natives of Bengal and the adjoining countries, now beheld the ex- 
traordinary fpeftaclc of Englilh bailiffs, accompanied by confidcrable bodies of armed Europeans, 
traverfing the country, at the diftance of feme hundreds of miles from Calcutta, to execute 
by force the decrees of the new judicature, founded upon laws and diftinflions which, they 
were utterly incapable of comprehending, in the palaces and on the perfom of tlic Zemindars, 
whom they viewed at once with the refpe^l due to their natural princes, and to the medium 
of European authority, fierce, in defence of all that was held lacred, was oppoled to force : 
a kind of lieges were formed ; reinforcements were fent to oppofe the aflailants ; the timidity, 
mot die inclination of the people, prevented their being cut to pieces ; places were carried by 
ftorni ; and the brother of one of the Rajahs, witli otliers of his friends and family, was killed 
in the defence of his palace* 

The apartments of the women, whicli are held facred throughout all the Eaft, and ftill 
more fo amoi>g the Gentoos of rank, were violently broken into, and their perfons, wluch 
arc fuppofed to receive foriie defilement even from the cafual view of a ftrangcr, were fubjctl 
to the rude handling and rough treatment of that fort of ruffians who arc generally employed 
upon fuch occafions. But this was not the word part of the bufinefs : their places of private 
and domeftic worfhip were violated in the fame manner, and thofe fymbols or external objefh 
of their adoration, whicli had been fanflified by the reverence of ages, were dragged from 
their places by profane hands, and thrown amongft the heap of houfchold furniture which was 
coHcftcd to anfwer the ends of execution. 

The Governor-General and Council, who confidcred all matters of finance, arid, confc' 
^ucntly, all tranfaftions with the Zemindars, as cognizjible only by ihemfclves, and ftill regu- 
lated, in that refort, by the known laws and cuftomary courfc of jufticc in the country, could 
not but refent this invafion of their authority. They bad, indeed, much ferious caufc pf ap* 
jprchcnfion, from the effefts which this vioknee on the riglits, paffions, and prejudices of the 
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78j people might produce in a country, where fo many millions of natives were governed by au 
handful of llrangers. 

T liey accordingly employed the military force of tlie company to reftrain the violence of the 
civil power; and a gang, confitling of fourfcorc bailiffs and their affociates, were in one in^ 
ftauce difarmed and fent up prifoners to Calcutta. I'wo petitions were now prvlc nted to Par- 
liament ; the one from the Governor General and Council, giving a long flatcment of the 
tranfaftions, and requefting an indemnification from ihofe legal penalties whieh, for the pre- 
fervation of government and of the country, tliey Jiad been under the ncceffity of incurring, m 
refifting the decrees of the fupreme court, and the operation of an a£l of I'arliamcnt, 

The fccond petition was fubferihed by 648 Britifli fubjeas rcliding in ihc [>ro‘. inevs of Ben- 
gal, Bahar and Oriffi, containing a long detail of the grievances, oj^prelTions, ..iiid violations 
of their rights as men and as Britons, which they had endured under the autliority of the Su- 
preme Court cf Judicature.; particularly of their being dcpi;vcd of the benefit of trials by jury 
in all civil calcs ; of die cftablilhinent of ew pojl faHo and icrrGi[>c£ltvc laws ; of fomc matters 
relative to appeals and the admiffion of evidence, which appeared to be ciitrciiuiy oppitinve 
and unjuft ; with a number of other affumptions of power, wliiciu as ftated, i. c^n^^d to be of 
a very extraordinary nature. They likewife confirm the account- given by cbe biovernor (Ce- 
ntral and Council, iclativc to the fiats of confuiion, anarchy anti danger, wiiich, tljrough 
tljcTe means, prevailed in die country. * 

On the j:uh of February, (general Smith entered into an ample difcuffiou of the petitiens, 
and of the ilatc of affairs in India, and conclulicd by moving, tliat the petitions might be re- 
ferred to a fckd committee, confifting of fifteen members, to be choffn by ballot, and tliat it 
ihouid meet in the chamber above theirs. The minificr made no objefdon to the motion ; — 
but, as he had brought in the bill that had paffed a few years before for the government of 
India, and which was the fourcc of tlic lubClVmg grievances, he thought proper to declare, 
diat it could not have been in his contemplation, and certainly was not in liis nioA diilanc ap- 
prehenfion, that the Court of Judicature cftablilhed by that bill, fhould become the fource of 
mifery, oppreffion and injufuce, and that it was not propoied to extend its powers in the 
manner then rcprcfcntcd. The fcicft committee, of fifteen gentlemen, was accordingiy bal- 
Jotted in a few days after. 

This committee, after fitting fomc time, delivered in their report, and a bill for new 
modelling the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, JvX. was brought in by General Smith, 
which, after fomc oppolitlon and modification in its paffigc, was at length carried tlirougli 
both Houfes, and received the royal aflent. By this aftit was declared, that the Governor 
General and Council of Bengal were notfubjeft to the jurifdi^lion of the fupreme court, on 
account of any tiling done by them In their public capacity: and they were indemnified in the 
refinance which they had made to the orders of that court, it was alfo enai^al, tliat no per- 
fon ffiould be fubjeft to the jurifdiftion of the fuprenic court on account of his being a land 
owner, or farmer of land, in the provinces of Bengal, JBahar and OrilFa; that no ju dicial of- 
ficers in the country courts fliould be liable to aflions in the fupreme court for their dccifions ; 
and the two Mufties and Bchadcr Beg, who were then in priibn, in confcqucnce of the deci- 
fion of that court in the Patna caufe, were ordered to be difeharged. 

Whether it was from the confequcncc the Emprefs of Ruflia liad acquired from taking the 
lead in the armed neutrality ; from any regard to Great Britain or Holland, or from the ap 
prthenCon of any unpleafantconfequcnces which might poffibly happen to herfeif from a nip- 
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turc between the two powers, her Imperial Majcfty took npon hcrlelf the office of mediatrix 
between them i and we find, that, on the firft of March in this year, his Excellency Prince 
Gallitzin, envoy extraordinary from Ruffia, held a conference with the Prefident of the States 
General, and prefented the following memorial from the Emprefs of Ruffia. 

‘‘ High and Mighty Lordi^ 

“ No fooricr had her Imperial Majcfty been informed of tlic Rriiilh ambaffudor’s fiiddcn 
departure from the Hague, tha!i, without waiting for any further explanation, guided only by 
the fricndftiip and good will ftje bears to the two contending powers, and awakened by the 
alarming tendency of a nieafure fo detrimental to their mutual welfare and tranquillity, Ihc di- 
rcflcd to her miniftcr in London to make the moft carneft reprefentation to that court, to pre- 
vent, if poffible, the matter being carried to any extremity, and to recommend the moft con- 
ciliating mcafurcs ; offering, at the fame time, to promote them as far as w^as in her power* 
Although her Majefty has not as yet heard of any anfvvcr from the faid court, fhc has fomc 
rcafon to think that the overtures made by her have been favourably received. In confcquencc 
whereof, her Imperial Majefty does not hefitate to give afrefii proof of her good intentions for 
bringing about a reconciliation between the two powers, whom flic equally fupports, and who 
liave lived fo long in that natural and perfeft harmony which beft fuits their refpeftive intc- 
refts, by offering them, in form, her fcrvices and mediation, for the purpofe of putting an 
end to that difeord and war, which has lately broken out between them. 

<< While Monfieur Simolin, her In^erial Majefly’s miniftcr at the court of London, is 
fulfilling her commands on this head, the under-written has the honour to acquit bimfelf of 
the fame talk lK:re, with their High Mightinefles, and to afturc them of the zeal and readinef'^ 
he wiflies to have an opportunity to difplay, in forwarding the defirable work of reftoring the 
faid States to their wonted peace and tranquillity. I’hat difintcreftcdnels, impartiality and be- 
nevolence, wdiich have hitherto ftamped every aftion of her Imperial Majcfty, arc equally coii- 
fpicuous in the prefent inftance. 

The wifdom and prudence of your High Mightinefles will ealily ciiftinguifh thofc facred 
charaftcriftics, and didatc the anfwcr which the under-written flaail tranfmit to his Imperial 
Miftrefs, as a proof of his having executed her commands. 

(Signed,) Le Princk de Gallitzin.*' 

On the 7th of the fame morfth, their noble and great MighiinelTcs the States of Holland and 
Weft Fricftand having exatuii>ed the above mcmprial, accepted of the mediation offered by the 
Emprefs of Ruffia. 

At the fame time, a fimilar memorial was prefented to the court of Great Britain by Mon- 
fteur Simolin, the Ruffian miniftcr refident there, wherein her Imperial Majefty propofes he r- 
fdf in like manner, to become a mediatrix between Great Britain and Holland. To this me- 
morial, Lord Stormont, one of his Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State, returned the fol- 
lowing anlwer : 

The alliance which has fubfifted fo many years between Great Britain and the States Ge- 
neral, has always been confidered by his Majefty as a tic, formed by the moft natural caufes, 
and not only agreeable to the intereft of both nations, but abfolutcly cflcntial to their mutual 
welfare. 

The King has done every thing in his power to preferve this tie unbroken, and even to 
ftrengthen it ; and if the conduft of their High Mightinefles had at all anfwcrcd to that of his 

Majcfty, they would ftill have remained in Uicir ulmoft force. But, fiacc the commencement 
. ' 01 
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5781 of the prcfcnt troubles, the only return made by the republic to this conftant frlcudlhip, has 
been the total iclincjviiibmeni of the principles ot an ailjancc, the prime object of which was 
the mutual defence of the two nations ; an obftinatc refufal to fuhil the moft facred obligations; 
a daily violation, of the moft folcmn treaties ; an afllttance given to the very enemy, againft 
whom he had a right to demand fuccom ; an aiylum granted to the American pirates in the 
Dutch ports, ill open violation of the cleaicft ftipulations ; and, to complete the whole, a de- 
nial of juflicc and fatisfaftion for the affront given to the dignity of the King, by a fecrct 
league with his rchcliious fubjefts. 

All thefe accumulated injuries rendered it impoffiblc for the King to take any other part 
than that wliich he has done. 

‘‘ When the motives which rendered tliis rupture inevitable were explained to the public, 
the King aferibed the conduct of the Republic to the true caufe ; that h to fay, to tae unhappy 
influence of a faftion, which facrificcd the intcrefl of the nation tu dicir own private views. 
But the King, at tlic fame time, manifefted the moft fincere dcifire to h»-ing back the republic 
to that fyftem of ftrift union, efficacious alliance and reciprocal ]^rotc£lion, winch has fo much 
contributed to the welfare and glory of the two States. 

“ When the Em])rcfs ofteted her good offices to effecl: a reconciliation by a particular pcac;*, 
the King teftified hi.s gratitude 'to her for that frelh proof of a fiicnchliip which he values (b 
highly, and avoided expofing ihc mcdiatioii of hef rclajcfiy to a fVuitlcis m^gotiaiioiu He ex- 
plained his rcafans, which perfuaded him that, in the prd'ent difpoiition of the Republic, go- 
verned by a faftion, all reconciliation, during the war with France, would he merely fuper- 
ficial, and would afford an opporiimity to the party which fways the Republic, to ad as fccret 
auxiliaries of all the King's enemies, under the mafic of a pretended alliance with Great Rntain. 

hot if there arc any indications of change in this dii’poUtion, if the powevfiil intervention 
of her Imperial Majefty fhould be able to eftcA anv alteration, and induce the republic to return 
to thoic principles which the moft difeerning part of the nation have. never forfaken, his Mi- 
jefty will be ready to treat with their High MightinclTes on the iubjeft of a leparatc peace ; and 
it is his wiib, that the Empicfs of all the Rullias may be the foie mediatrefs’of the pcicc She 
has been tiic ii) ft to offer her good offices, and fo powerful an intcrvciulon as hers, cannot 
gain any thing eiilicr in weight or intluence by the acceffion of the moft refpcdablc allies. 

I'lic fricudlbip of the Ihuprcfs to both nations, the intereft which her empire has in their 
reciprocal wclhirc, her known impartiality and elevated views, arc fufficic nr pledges of the 
manner in which fhc will condud tliis falutary work ; and in a negotiation, the whole objed of 
which is to terminate :i war, caufed by a violation of the treaties, and by an aff’iont offcicd to 
his crown, his Majefty relies, with the utmoll confidence and latisfadion, upon ti)c mediation 
of a fovcrcign, who holds facred the faith of treaties, who kno\Ys fo well how to cllimatc tlic 
dignity of fovercigns, and who has maintained her own, during her glorious reign, with fo 
much grcalnefs and rcfolution. 

(Signed,) Stormont.’* 

In the mean time, the lofs incurred by the Dutch was felt by them in a very fcvcrc degree, 
llie profits d^^rived from their late commerce at St. Euftatius was immenfe: it was a trade of 
clear and certain gain, as it confifled ahnoft entirely in conlignmcnt-n 

Such heavy Ioffes as they had fuftained, in every particular, on the commencement of a war, 
in which they had involved themfclvcs without ncceffity, and againft their beft interefts, excited 
the loudeft clamours among tbofc people throughdut the Seven United Provinces, who were 

not 
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1781 not entirdy devoted to the French* That party which had recommcnded'violent raeafurea^ 
againft Great Britain, began to lofe its popularity in proportion to the diftreffcs which were 
now daily accumulating on the trading individuals, of which the Dutch nation is chiefly com- 
pofed, Thefc diftrelFcs occafioned very great difeontents and complaints in fome of the pro- 
vinces: that of Zealand in particular, which, from its commercial intcrefts was more clofcly 
connciled witli Great Britain than the others, 'exprefled a llrong averfion to the hoflilc dlfpo- 
fition of Holland. It prefented, therefore, a memorial to the States General, flgnifying its 
opinion, tliata negociaiion fliould be fet on foot in order to put an end to the difference be- 
tween Great Britain and the Republic, -and earneftly requefted that fuch meafurcs might be 
adopted, as would fpcedily rcftorc that harmony which had fo long fubfifted between them. 

This memorial was ftrongly fupported by the merchants and trading pcoplc.of the city of 
Middleburg, the capital of Zealand. They reprefciued in the moft free and explicit terms, 
that the Englifh and Dutch could not engage in a war with each other, but to their mutual 
injury : they alleged the long and clofe intimacy between the Britifh nation and the people of 
Zealand : this province was full of Englifh traders, the number of whom fettled in Middle- 
burg alone amounted to near 2000 : a war with England, thercfoic, muft prove highly dc- 
ftruftive to them, and would deeply affeft the interefls of the whole Republic. 

Thcfe rcmonftrances, however w’ell founded, made no impreflion on the States. I'he 
French faftion was now become fo powerful, that all reafon and argument were over-rukd, 
and the refolution taken to profccute hoftilities againft Great Britain with theutmoft vigour. 

She applied to the courts of Pctcriburg, Stockholm and Copenhagen, claiming their alTift- 
ance in confequcnce of the coropa£k of neutrality entered into with thofe powers ; and alleg- 
ing, that the declaration of war on the part of Great Britain, was folely caufed by their accef- 
fion to tiie treaty of neutrality. The following is the memorial delivered on this occafioii by 
the States General to the court of Stockholm. 

The under-written envoy extraordinary from their High Migbtinclles the States Genera! 
of the United Provinces, to his Majelly the King of Sweden, in purfuance of an exprefs order 
» from his inafters, has the honour to propofe to his Swedhh Majefty, 

That their High Mightmefics having acceded, by their refolution of the aoth ofNovem* 
ber, 1780, to the treaty of armed neutrality, in conformity 10 the invitation of the northern 
powers; and placing the moft perfeft confidence in the power, magnanimity and fidelity of 
their imperial and royal Majefties, for the foltiiling of their engagements, and the maintain- 
^ ing of their dignity, by accomplifliing a work fo glorioufly undertaken, namely, the liberty of 
the fois, the freedom of navigation for all neutral nations, were not deterred by the confiJem-' 
tion of the confequences, which that acceffion and declaration might be produftive of to the 
Republic, from the part of the belligerent powers. But their High Migiuinefles have declared 
in favour of this acceffion and declaration, in relying implicitly on the fentirnents of their 
imperial and royal Majefties, whom they alfo acquainted in due time, of the meiifures taken 
ill confequcnce thereof. 

That the cveiit has alfo juftified their requifition, in regard to tiie Britifli court ; fince the 
miniftcr of the latter, after his fruitlcfs endeavours to thwart the acceffion to the alliance, took 
the refolution, on the firft notice he had of it, to fpeak in a ftrain truly unprecedented, and 
ill fuited to the mutual regard which the refpeflive fovereigns owe to each other-; without lo 
much as granting to the Republic a fufficient time to confidcr on the matter, according, to the 
political fyftcm of Uic Republic, which bis Britannic Majefty is fully acquainlcd with ; the 
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lygi Englifli mintftcr iufiftccl, nevcrthclefs^ upoti srii immcxliate and fpecdy fatisfafticn, and the 
punilhrnent of a pretended offence, occafioncd by the difeovery of a negotiation with North 
America, without receiving, as an ample fatisfift ion, the provifiotml anfvvcr, nor the formal 
clilavowal of their High Miglirineffes of a ncgociatlon, of which (aa acknowledged even by his 
Ihitannlc Majcfty) they had not the leaft fliare, or knowledge; of a negociation, relating to a 
pretended treaty, which, in itlelf, fufRciently denotes, from its terms, only the fkctch of an 
tJvcntual treaty entered into by private perfons, without being formally authorifed thereto by 
the body of the magiftrates of Amllerdam, or by the Hates of the province of Holland, and 
much Ief> by the Slates General, whole members arc alone authorifed to enter into engage- 
ments in the name of the Republic. 

The miniftcr wci;t even fo far as to refufe noticing the refolution, by which the 

province of Holland (the only one concerned) was required to deliberate, how’' far the laws of 
the country might give aufhority to profecutc the perfons accufed, and punifh them ; a forma*- 
dity, without which no piinifliment can be inflicted, neiilier in England nor in Republic, 
or any other country. Nay, the faid minifter went fo far as to threaten, that in cafe of a re- 
fufal, his fovereign would adopt fucli means, as to procure himfelf that falisfaflion. It was, 
at the fame lime, rcfolvcd to attack the Republic by furprr/.e, and fo far haften the meafui ts 
taken to begin hoftiliiics, tliat’I.ord Stormont, making ufc of vain pretences, would not fo 
much as accept from Count Weldcren, the nfoitfaid declaration; and aniwered, under his 
hand, * Ttiat he (Stormont) could no longer look upon him as the minifter of a friendly 
« power, after having officially acquaii^tcd him of Iris King’s nianlfefto whilft this very ma- 
nifello (and this ffiould be noted) w^as delivered into the hands of Count Welderen, only an 
hour before the time appointed by Lord Stormont, the preceding day, for giving him audi-* 
encc. I'hat, moreover, although no mention is made in the nianifcflo alluded to, of the Re- 
public acceding to the treaty of the armed neutrality, (which it was of the utrnoft importanoc 
to pafs over in filencc) it ncvcrthclcfs appears clearly, to the penetrating eye of your MajelVy, 
as well as to all Europe, if the w hole proceedings are attended to, and the time and manner in 
which the manif6fl;o was publifhcd, that the hatred, occafioncd by the Republic acceding to 
the confederation of armed ncvitrality, is the true motive of his Britifh Majefty’s rcfcntineni, 
and the only one that could excite him to an open attack againfl the Republic, by fclzing, at 
once, upon a great number of Dutch merchantmen, and feme (hips od' w^ar. Befides, that the 
aforefaid manifeflo, known to your Mayefty, fufliciently difplays the caufc of England’s dlf- 
picafurc ; the more fo, as amongft the pretciKcs irmdc ufe of to vamHh over the hoftiliries 
againft the Republic, it is faid, that it had tdkcti a neutral part: without the cabinet of St* 
James’s deigning to obferve, that fuch anfwer was in fulling to the neutral powers', who are 
pcrfeflly acquainted with the treaties now in force between England and the Republic ; and 
that the latter could not be charged with an intention of entering into an alliance whh z power 
not lawfully neuter in the prefent conteft, and without ol>fcrving,’tiiat this liberty of negociat- 
ing hnd been put beyond all dovtbr, by England itfcif; lince, by fufpeacling in April, 1780, 
the effeSs of the treaty pafled in 1&74, the Englilh have manifefted their intent of looking 
henceforth upon the Republic as a neutral power, no ways privileged by any treaty* 

l^hat for the reafons hercabovc mentioned, the animofity of Great firhain appears ftill 
more confpicuous, from the ilJ-grounded reproach contained in the (iiid munifeCto againft this 
Republic, that their High Mightineffes had encouraged the exportation of naval ttores tor 
F rance, by fufpciiding the ufual duties on thofc commodities, whilft it if known to ail the 
Voh* Jy. X ^ world 
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1781 world, thatfuch a fufpenfion has never taken place, and that ‘the Republic had a right to cjt** 
port thofe commodities, not only agreeably to the treaty in 1674, but alfo in conformity to 
the principles laid down by the neutral powers in the convention of armed neutrality, I'hat 
confequcntly it would be necdlcfs to enter any farther into the merits of the faid manifefto ; as 
his Swedifti Majefty has it in his power to appreciate himfelf its value, and muft, moreover, 
be fully perfuaded that the line of conduft purfufid by their High MightineflTcs fmcc the be- 
pnning of the troubles with America, is an evident proof, that they have never favoured or 
countenanced the revolted colonics ; witnefs the many partial condcfccnfions in favour of Eng- 
land, which were merely gratuitous on the part of their High Mightineffes, by circumferibing 
the trade within their own colonics ; by refufing to grant the proteftion of their convoys to 
vclTels laden with Ihip timber ; and by recalling the governor of St. Euftatia on fomc ill- 
grounded complaints of the Britifli miniftry : condelccnfions which have been rewarded by the 
attack and feizure of the convoy of Count Byland ; by a violation of the territories of this Re- 
public, and by the taking by force feme American vclTclsYrom under the very batteries of the 
jfland of St, Martin. 

‘‘ That their High Mightineffes having thus faithfully adhered to the fyftcm of moderation^ 
It is evident that the refentraent of his Britannic Majefty arifes merely from their acccffion to 
the treaty of armed neutrality ; and that confcqucntly, tlxeir High Mightlnefles arc fully au- 
thorifed to claim the performance of the conditions ftipulated in the articles VII, VllL and 
IX, of the treaty of armed neutrality, which form the bafts of that union and alliance con- 
traded between their imperial and royal Majeftiejs and the Republic, That therefore no ob- 
ftacle can hinder or delay the fulfilling of the engagements contraded by virtue of the faid con- 
federation, of which the Republic ought to be confidered as a member from the very moment 
in which their High Mightinefles acceded to the lame refolution at the Hague; and difpatchcd 
their declaration, in conformity to the faid acccffion and convention, to the belligerent powers, 
“ That if their High Mightineffes had to complain only of a finglc ad of offence, or an at- 
tack committed againft them, which was likely to be redrefled by the friendly interpofition of 
their allies, they would have claimed their intervention rather than have recourfc to arms ; 
but as their High Mightineffes find tiiemfclvcs adually and fuddcniy attacked in an hoftile 
manner by his Britannic Majefty, in confequence of, and from mere refeutment of the above- 
mentioned alliance, they find themfclves under the necelfity of repelling force by force, and to 
return hoftilitics for hoftilitics ; being fully perfuaded that the allied powqrs will not hefitate to 
make this their common caufe, and to procure to the Republic due fatisfadion and indemnity 
for the Ioffes occafioned by an attack equally unjuft and violent; and that the faid powers will 
moreover, in conjundion with the States General, take fuch farther meafures, as the exigen- 
cies of the prefent circumftances may require. This their High Mightineffes folicit with great 
carneftnefs, and rely upon it with fo much more confidence, as they are firmly perfuaded, 
that the generous and equitable fentiments, which aduatc their imperial and royal Majcftics, 
will not fuffer them to let the Republic fall a vidim to a fyftcm of politics, not lefs glorious 
than founded in equity, and eftablifhed for the fecurity of the rights of neutral nations ; and 
efpccially as the Republic, if left fingly expofed to the iniquitous and violent attacks of Eng- 
land, would hardly be able to cope with that overbearing power, and thus run the hazard of 
becoming totally ufelefs to the faid confederation, 

** For thefc rcafons, the under-written citvoy extraordinary, infifting on the motives urged 
here aboYC| and fully perfuaded that the ratifications of the treaty figned at Pcicriburg, will 

take 



OF THE origin OF dOMMERCr, 347 

0 * 

1781 take place as foon as pofljble, has the honour^ in the name and by exprefs order of his mailers, 
to claim the performance of the engagements llipulatcd in the articles Vll. VIIl. and IX. ot 
the faid treaty, and to require, in virtue thereof, a fj^eedy and adequate afliftance from his 
Svvedilh Rlajefty, v;hofc noble and equitable fentiments, acknowledged by all Europe, will 
not permit him to abandon the complete cftablifluncnt of afyllem worthy tlie higheft praife. 

The fricndfiiip and afFedion of your Majefly towards their High Mightinefles leave them 
no doubt of your Majclly’s willingly granting the affillancc which they now claim, and alfo 
promife to the under-written envoy a fpeedy and fatisfaftory anfvver, which he folicits the 
more anxioufly, as every moment’s delay may be attended with heavy and irreparable Ioffes to 
Xhc Republic, 

‘^.(Signed,) D. W. Van Lvnden. 

But thefe felicitations of the States General to the northern courts, though very urgent and 
prdhng, did not produce the effect that was intended. They demanded an immediate rein- 
forcement of Ihips of war; but the jcaloufy entertained of the Britifh power, was not greater 
than the dread ofcxpoling ihemfclvcs to its rdcntmcnt, in the different members of the armed 
itciitraliry. Tliey contented thcmfdvcs wnth remaining on the defenfive ; and were not in the 
Icaft inclijted to give any further provocation to Great Britain. They might aUb be of opi- 
nion, that the coml>ination already formed againft it, was fully fufficicnt for the purpofes they 
had in view ; and that by adding to it, tlie balance of naval power, for which it had been 
framed, might, contrary to their intentions, incline too much on the other fide. 

The firuatioii of the Seven United Provinces at this junfkurc, was very different from what 
it had been upon former emergencies of this nature. The Dutch arc known to be a brave 
people ; but, from a long difufe of arms, they were now in a flate but ill prepared for war. 
Relying too much on the difficulties wherein Great Eiitain was involved, they imagined that 
an open and avowed declaration of hoflilitics again them, was a racafurc they had not the Icaft 
rcafon to apprehend. 

The naval force of the Seven United Provinces, bore, at this time, no proportion to its 
fplendor in former times, wdicn it was able to meet the united ftrength of England and France 
on the ocean, and was equally the terror and the admiration of ihelr enemies, Fourfcorc 
years were now elapfed, fmee they had been under the ncccflity of profecuting any naval war* 
During this long interval, their Ihipping had been totally engroffed by the occupations of peace 
and commerce, and Britain was the laft power againft which it had been expefted, they Ihould 
firft renew their exertions of war. 

On a review of their marine, it was found very inadequate to the Ideas entertained by the reft 
of Europe. The Dutch were fully Icnfible of the great danger to which their trade was evi- 
dently expofed, from the vaft ftrength, enterprizing difpofition, and near vicinity of the enemy 
with whom they had to contend; neverthelefs, fo remote had their thoughts l>een from a war 
with England, that the prefervation of their commerce, which is the foie foundation ot their 
povrerand profperity, had now no other domeftieproteftion than eleven ftiips of th^ line, from 
60 to 70 guns, and fifty fhips and veffcls of war of inferior force. 1 his was but a lhadow of 
ibcir ancient power at fca ; but depending on the fiippoi t of the enemies of Great Biitain, they 
entertained no common hope of refifting with cfFcA fuch detached parts of her maritime forces, 
as (he could fparc from the ncccffary defence of her numerous poffcffions in lo many parts of 
tlic globe. 
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1781 In order, however, to remove, as much pofTiblc, the imputation of folly and incoiTfidcrate* 
mis to which tlicy were, at this time, very generally fubjeA, the States General publifhed the 
following laboured manifello, in which they endeavoured to juftify tlicir condnd towards 
Great Bi ltniiu But the combined force of all the arguments and reafonings which it co-nrain* 
ed, were by 00 means fujlficlent to make any profelytes to their politics : for the Dutch to ac- 
cede to the confederacy formed agaiiift Great ^Iritain, in conjunftion with the Honfe of 
Bourbon, was to give additional ftrength to the conipa£l framed between the members of that 
too powerful family, whofe enmity lliey had much more realbn to dread than that of the Bri- 
tilh nation, and of whofe ambition they had more than once experienced the moft alarmitig 
confequciices. 

“If ever the annals of the world have furnilheJ an inftance of a free and independent ftatc 
be ing attacked by an enemy, in tlic nioft unjuflifiahlc manner, and without the Icaft appear- 
;;;nce of right or equity, by a neighbouring power allied for a long time, and bound by ties 
founded on the bafis of common iiilcrcft, it is without doubt, the Republic of the United 
States of the Netherlands, which finds itfclf in that cafe with his Majefty the King of Great 
Biitain, and his minifters* From the beginning of the difputcs, which had arifen between 
that kingdom and its American colonies, their High Mightinefles, no wife obliged to inter- 
fere, had taken the firm and determined rcfoliition to adopt and ftriftly to adhere to the moft 
(Bxaft neutrality : and when the faid difputcs had kindled the flames of a war which hath em- 
broiled more powers than one, -and fpread in fevcral parts of the world, their High Mighti- 
nefles have conftantly obferved and maintained the fame line of condudl; wdiilft, in the mean 
time, they have taken care to give on many occafions, and in feme inflances of a very cffcntial 
nature, the moft convincing proofs of their fincere inclination to conform to the wiflics of his 
Majefty : fo far as they could doit without going againft the rules of impartiality, or bringing 
in queftion their rights of fovcrcignty. 

“ It was wdtli this view, and for this purpofe, that their High Mightinefles from the begin- 
ning, and at tlic rcqiufition of his Britannic Majefty, caufed moft exprefs inhibitions to be 
publifhed againft the exportation of all warlike ftorcs to the colonics of his Britannic Majefty 
in America; and agalnft all fraudulent trade with the faid colonies : and in order that the faid 
prohibitions fhould be more cfFcftuaJly carried into execution, their High Mightinefles made 
no difficulty to take fuch flmher fleps as greatly clrcumfcribed their own navigation, and the 
trade of their fubjefls with the Dutcli colonies in tlie Weft Indies. 

It was to further the above purpofes, that their High Mightinefles fent the moft exaft 
orders to all commanders, and governors of their colonics and fcttlcmcnts, as well as to the 
commanders of their fl)ips of war, carefully to abftain from doing, in regard to the American 
flag, any thing from which could be juftly inferred or deduced an acknowledgment of the in- 
dependency of the faid colonics : and it is alfo, cfpccially to the above intent, that their High 
Mightlncflfes having received a memorial prefented to them by the Engliih ambaflador, full of 
tl^c heavieft complaints againft the governor of St. Euftatia, condefeended to deliberate on the 
faid memorial ; though couched in terms little confonant with tlifc regard which fovcrcigri 
powers owe to each other : the confequcnce of the faid deliberation was tlie immediate recall of 
the faid governor, whom their High Mightinefles called to an account for his conduft, and 
who was not permitted to return to his rdidcrice till he liad cleared himfclf of all the charges 
brought againft him, before a court of jullicc ; a copy of wliofc proceedings was fooii after 
traufmitted to the minifter of bis Britauuic Majcfty» 

By 
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17S1 “By fucli meafurcs as thcfe, ilicir High Mightineffcs, who always earncflly wifhed to avoid 
giving the final left cauft* of clifcontent to his Britannic Majefty, have conftantly endeavoured 
to proiiiotc and cultivate perfeft harmony ; but his Britannic Majefty’s condudl towards the 
republic has been dianictricaily oppofite. 

“ 'rile differences between the courts of London and Vcrfailles had fcarccly broke out, 
when they beheld the ports of England* filled with Dutch vcffcls, which were unjuftly feizej 
and detained : thele vdfels navigated upon the faith of the treaties, and were not laden willi 
any other merchandize than what the exprefs tenor of the treaties had declared free and Icgah 
They beheld thofc free cargoes forced to fubmit to an arbitrary and dcfpotlc authority. The 
cabinet at St. James’s knowing no other rule than an affumed right of temporary convenience^ 
thought piopcr to appropiiatc thofc cargoes to the ufc of thc ctown, by a forcible purch:tfc, 
and to employ, them in the fervicc of the King’s navy. 'Lhc moft earneft and leiious repre- 
fentations on the part of their High A'lightincfles againft thefe proceedings were incffeflual, 
and it was in vain that they urged, in the llrongell manner polViblc, the treaty fubiiiling be- 
tween England and the republic. By this . treaty* the rights and liberties of the neutral Jiag arc 
dccifivcly and clearly dated. The fubjefts of Great Britain had fully enjoyed the advant;igcs 
of this treaty* in the fir:r, and only cafe, wherein it pleafed the. court of London to remain 
neuter, vvhilll the republic was engaged in a war. Certainly then, in a rcciproeai cafe, that 
court could not, without the grcatell injuft ice, rcrufe the enjoyment of the fame advantages 
10 the republic i and as little right as his Biitannic Majefty had to withhold the advantageous. 
ciTefts of this treaty from their High.MightiiiefTes, he had as little foundation for attempting 
to make them quit the neutrality they had embraced* and to force them to plunge into a war, 
the caufe of which related immediately to the rights and poffeffions of his Bi ita.nnic Majefty 
lying beyond the limits of defcnfive treaties.. And, notwithttanding, this treaty, his Majefty, 
from the commencement of the difference with the crown of France, has made no fcruplc of 
infringing and violating it.. Tlic irefpaflcs and infraftions made on this treaty, on the part of 
Great Britain, and tlie arbitrary dcciftons of the courts of juftice in that kingdom, direftly 
contrary to the exprefs fandion of the fame treaty, multiplied daily. The incrdiant vcfiels 
became the innocent vidims of the exadions and accumulated violences of the Englifh men 
of war and privateers. They did not, however, reft there ; the very flag of the States was not 
fpaicd, but openly and outrageoufty infulted by an hoftile attack upon the convoy unoer the 
care of Rear-admiral Count de Byland. The ftrongeft rcprcfeniatio!! from the States to hi.^; 
Britannic Majefty were difregfirded* the (hips taken from the convoy were declared good 
prizes, and this infult on the flag of the republic, was very foon followed by an open violation 
of their neutral territory, as well in Europe as America. They will content themfeives; how- 
ever, with reciting two examples. 

“ At the ifland of St. Martin, his Britannic Majefty attacked, and carried away by force, 
feveral vcffels that lay at anchor under the cannon of the fort, where, according to the invio- 
lable rights of mankind^ the vcffels ought to have found a fecurc afylum. The infults com- 
mitted by an armed Englifli vellcl on tha epaft of the republic, near Gcedcreede, furnifli a 
fecond example of thefe violations. Tiiefc infults were carried fo -far, that many inhabitants 
of the ifland, who dwelt on the Chore, where they ought to have fuppofed themfeives fecure 
from any difturbance, were expofed, by tlic violence of tlie fnc from the Ihips, to fucli im- 
minent danger,, that they were forced to retire to the interior part of the ifland. Yet, for 
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781 thcfe inihcarJ of proceedings, the republic, notwithflanding the ftrongeft and bcfl founded 
reprefentafions, has not obtained the fmallcft fatisfa£lion. 

“ /ifTairs being thus fituated, fo that their High Migluincncs had no other alternative left 
hut to fee the navigation and commerce of their fubjcch, on wliich tlic ruin or profpe- 
lity of their republic alone depends, totally annihilated, or ellc to adopt moafurcs hoflilc 
tliclr old friend and ally ; at this period the Emprefs of Ruilia, urged by a gcncrou?. magnani- 
njity of difpofition, thougbtproper to interfere, and with as much aflcflioii as humanity, invited 
the republic to take the juflcft nieafures, and fuch too as were entirely confiftent with the treaty 
fubfifting between the States and other powers, for the defending and maintaining, in con* 
junftion with her Imperial Majefty and the other northern powers, thofc privileges and iiu- 
munities which the rights of nations and the moft falcmn treaties allowed to neutral flags. 

“ I'his invitation could not but be infinitely agreeable to their High MightinelUs, fince 
they confidcred it as a means of fecuring the undifiurbed commerce of their fubjefts upon the 
luoft folid bafis, and as holding out a method of protefting their independence agaiiift every 
infraftion, at the fame time that it propofed nothing at all derogatory to the alliance contrafted 
between them and his Britannic Majefty, or the other belligerent powers. But this was a 
ineafure of which the court of London endeavoured to deprive the republic, by proceeding 
with precipitation to the moft defperate extremities, by recalling their ambafliidor, by the pub- 
lication of a manifcfto, containing a lift of fiftitious grievances, and by granting letters of 
iiiarque and pretended reprifal againft the States, their fubjefts, and their property ; by which 
violence, indeed, this court did nothing more than clearly carry into proof and prafticc the 
defigns which they have for a long time foftered, of difregarding the true and eflential interefts 
which conncQ: the two nations, and of deftroying the bonds of their ancient amity, by an at- 
tack fo replete with injuftice* 

It will not be at all neceflary to enter into an elaborate refutation of the reafons, and pre- 
tended griefs Which were alleged in the manifcfto, to convince every impartial man of their 
entire want of folidity. It will be fufficient to obferve, in few words, with rcfpeft to the 
offer which was made by his Britannic Majefty for opening an amicable conference, that the 
foie objeft of thcfe conferences could only be this,-— to take into confidcration the naval treaty 
fpoken of above *, that the conftruftion of this treaty, conceived as it is in terms the moft clear 
and exprefs, could not be a fubjc£l of any doubt or equivocation ; that it gives the neutral 
powers a free right of conveying to the belligerent powers all kinds of naval floras ; that the 
republic, neither propofing any thing clfe to themfelves, nor defiring any thing more of Ins 
Britannic Majefty, than the quiet, undifturbed enjoyment of rights ftipulaied in this treaty, a 
point fo manifeft, and incontrovcrtibly equitable, could not perceive any reafon or motive for 
a negociation, or any other new convention, wdiicli muft have been derogatory to the treaty 
in queftion, particulary as their High Mighlineffes could not prevail upon themfelves, nor 
experience the leaft difpofition to renounce, voluntarily, rights juftly acquired, nor to dcfift 
from their rights by a regard fort he court of England ; a renunciation, which, though advan- 
tageous to one of the belligerent powers, would be totally incompatible with the principles of 
neutrality, and by which their High MightincfTcs would, from another quarter, have fub- 
jcfled the ftatc to dangers, wliich they think it is their duty moft folcmnly to avert: a renun- 
ciation alfo, which would have carried with it a moft irreparable injury to their commerce and 
navigation, which is the. principal fupport of the republic, and the fonree of all their profpe- 
fity j for the different branches of their commerce arc fcverally fo intimately coniicftcd with 
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1781 each other, fo as to form one whole, that it is impofliWe to feparatc one part of fo principal 
a nature as was expefted by the court of London, without the entire ruin and deftruftion of 
the general body : not to mention, that at this time, when their High Rliglitincflcs made a 
reafonable difficulty of acceding to the propofed conference^ tliey yet qualified and temperecL 
this effeftual exercife of their rights by a provifional rcfolution. 

** As for the fuccours required, thcin.Higli MightineflTes cannot diircaiblci that they never 
could conceive how his Britannic Majcfty thought himfelf juftified to infift, under the moft 
dillant appearance of right or equity, for the affiftance ftipulatcd by the treaties, at the time 
when he had already foregone the obligation which they impofed on him towards the republic* 
Tlicir High Mightineffes were not Icfs furprifed to fee, that whiJll the diftuTbanccs in Ame- 
rica, and their direft confcquenccs, could not afFcft the republic by virtue of any treaty, and 
that the affiftaiice had not been reqtfi ed before the declaration of the court of Spain had in- 
creafed the number of the belligerent powers ; his Britannic Majefty had nevcrthclefs takea 
©ccafion^ from this event, to infill on his demand with lb much earneftnefs, as if his Majefty 
bad a right to pretend and maintain, that a war being once kindled between him and fome 
other power, was alone fufiicient to compel the States to grant direftly, and without any pre- 
vious examination, the faid ftipulatcd affiftance. 

The republic, it is true, had bound itfclf by treaties to aid and aflift the kingdom of 
Great Britain, whenever that power lliould be attacked or threatened w'ith an unjuft war : the 
republic was moreover to declare war, in fuch a cafe, againft the aggreflbr; but their High 
Mightineffes never intended to give up that right which is the nature of a defenflve alliance, 
and which cannot be difputed to the allied powers, to examine firft, and before they grant the 
required affiftance, or take part in the war, the principles of the diftentions which have prc-» 
vailed ; the nature of the differences from which they fprang; as alfo to inveftigatc and ma- 
turely weigh the rcafons and motives which may enforce the cafus fcedcris^ and which arc to 
form the balls of the equity and lawfulnefs of the war, on the part of that confederate ftate 
claiming the aforefaid affiftance- There is not a treaty extant, by which their High Mighti- 
iieffes have foregone the independence of the States, or facrificed their interefts to thofe of 
Great Britain, fo far as to deprive theinfclves of the right of fo neceffary and indifpenfable an 
examination, by taking fuch fteps as might infinuatc, that they ffiould be looked upon as com- 
pelled to fubmit to the pleafure of Great Britain, by granting the required affiftance ; even 
when the above court, being at variance with another power, thinks proper to prefer a war 
to an amicable accommodation on well fupported complaints. 

It is not therefore through fpirit of party, or the Ichcme of a predominant cabal, but after 
a mature deliberation, and by a defire of fupporting the deareft interefts of the republic, that 
all the provincial ftates refpeftively have, with one voice, teftified they were of opinion, that 
the affiftance required Ihould be politely refufed ; and their High Mightineffes would not have 
failed to communicate to his Britannic Majefty, in confequcnce of thofe rcfolutions, an aii- 
fwer to the repeated requefts for affiftance, had they not been prevented from fo doing, by the 
violent and unprecedented infult offered to the Dutch flag, under the command of Rear- 
admiral Byland ; by their being refufed redrefs on fo fcrious a matter, and by his Majefty’s 
declaration, no Icfs flrange than unjuft, in regard to the fufpeiiflon of the treaties which fub- 
fifted between him and the republic. Thcfc w^crc fo many events, which, as they required 
deliberations of a different kind, put an end to thofe which were held in confequcnce of the 
aforefaid requilitions. It is ia vain, and in oppofitioii to all truth, that endeavours have bcea 
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a7Sr nfcc) to multiply the number of grievances, by alleging the fupprefTion of duties on exports, f.sa 
jn Allure calculated to facilitate th.e carrying of naval llores over 'to France : for, bcfides that the 
:f;ntl fupprcflion is an ohjeft which refpei^s the interior regulation of commerce, to which all 
riovereigns have an incontrovertible right, and for which they are accountable to no one, the 
•matter has been put in deliberation, but never finally refolvcd upon ; fo that thele duties arc 
fHll on the former footing : and what is fet forth, fcfpcding this matter, in the manifcfto, h 
totally groundlcfst though it cannot he denied, that the conduct of his Britannic Majefty to-r 
wards the republic, furnifhed their High MightincfTcs with hut too many motives to juilify 
'jfheh a meafiue on their part, 

“ The difpicafure of hh Britannic Majefty, in regard to what has been done for Paul Jones, 
equally groundicfs. Their High Mightiticftcs had, for many years before, given genera! 
and poftti VC orders for the adiniftion into their ports* of all privateers and arared ftiips, with 
their prizes ; orders wliicli have been ohfcrv^cd and executed without the leaft. exceptions : ifi 
this cafe, their High MightinefTcs could not dciifl: from fu^h orders, in regard to an armed 
fhip, which, provided with a corntriiftion from the American Congrefs, was in the d'cxel, to- 
gether with the frigates of a fovcrcign power, without alFuiiiing the part of judges, and giving 
a decilion in a matter which their High MightinefTes were not obliged to take any cognizance 
of, and in which it feemed to them contrary to thcintcrcll of the republic to interfere. I'heir 
High Might! sicftcs, therefore, thougkt it beft not to fwerve from the rules cftablifliei for fo 
long a time; but rcfoh'cd to lay the ftrongeft injunflions, left the faid privateers and armed 
*fhips Ihould take in any warlike ftorcs ; and defired them to quit the road as foon as poftiblc, 
without being permitted to fojourn, but juft as long as would prove abfolutcJy ncoelFary t(/ 
repair the damages fuftcred at fca ; dcclarijig formally, at the fame time, that in cafe of a longer 
delay, their departure Ihould be positively inftftcd upon, I’o this purpofc, the commanding 
•.officer in the faid road took care to make every requiftte difpofition, the ciTc£ls of wdiich the 
privateer of Paul Jones had hardly time to prevent. 

In regard to what happened in other parts of the world, the informations tranfmirted to 
their High Mightineftes, from time to time, from the Eaft Indies, arc in direct oppoliiion tc'- 
thofc which feem to have been laid before his Britannic Majefty. The frequent complaints 
of the Eaft India direftioii, addrefted to tlicni, and which the love of peace had obliged theta 
to fmothcr, as rt were, in their brcalls, are fo many incontrovertible proofs of the afl'ertion. 
The mcalurcs taken in regard to the V/eft Indies, before mentioned, v;ill ferve at all times 
yfor an unqucftionahle proof of the fmeerity, of the zeal, and of the attention with which their 
Fligh Mightineftes have aftiduoufly endeavoured to obferve, in thefc countries, the iiioft exa6l 
and ftri<ft: neutrality ; nor could their High MightinciTcs find out the Icaft legal proof of any 
infraflion of their orders in this vefpcd. 

“ As for what concerns the project of an eventual treaty of commerce witli North Amciicn ^ 
framed by a member of the government of the province of Holland, without the faiu^lion of 
any public aulhoriiy, and the memorials prefeuted on this matter by the Chevalier Yorkc, 
the matter happened as follows : — 

As fopiras thi^iimbaflador had prefen ted a memorial, dated November lo, 1780, their 
High Mightmefles, .without noticing the cxprelfioiis, rather unbecoming betw'ccn fovcrcigns, 
witl\ which this memorial abounded, did not delay entering into the moft ferious deliberation 
on that matter ; and by their refolution of the 27th of the fame month, they did not hefttate 
to declaim and difapprovc publicly, wlratcver had been done in this aftair. 
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T7S1 After this, they had every reafon to cxpcfl that his Britannic Majefty would have acceded 
to tliis declaration ; fince he could not be if^norant that their High Mightineffes have no jurif- 
diftion over the refpeiflive provinces, and that it was to the Hates of Holland to whom, as 
being invefted, as the dates of the other provinces, with a fovcrcign and exclufive authority 
over their fiibjefts, was to be fubinittcd an affair, w'hich their High Mightinefles had no rca* 
fon to doubt, but the other dates of tlje faid provinces would regulate according to the exi- 
gency of the cafe, and conformably to the laws of the date, and the principles of equity. The 
cagernefs with which the Chevalier Yorke, by his fecond memorial, infided on the punifli- 
meat, could not, of courfc, but appear very drangc to their High Mightinefles, that if he did 
not receive, the very fame day, an anfwcr to his memorial in every refpeft fatisfadory, he 
fliould find himfelf obliged to acquaint his court thereof by an extraordinary courier. Their 
High Mightineffes, informed of thV declaration, foon perceived its importance, as a mani- 
fbdation of the meafurcs already determined on in the King's council ; and although, accord- 
ing to the edablifhed cudom, fuch verbal declarations from foreign miniders admit of no de- 
liberation, they, nevcrthelels, thought proper to fet it afide on this occafion, and to defire their 
recorder to wait on the Chevalier, and inform him, that his memorial had been taken ad 
referendum^ by the deputies of the refpedive provinces, according to the received cudom and 
conditution of government ; adding, at the fame time, what feemed defignedly omitted in the 
manifedo, that they would endeavour to frame ai> anfwcr to his memorial as foon as pofiibic, 
and the conditution of government would permit. In confcqucncc thereof, a few days after, 
the deputies of the province of Holland gave notice to the aflembly of their High Miglitincflls, 
that the dates of their province had, una vrtcc^ refolvcd to require the advice of their court of 
judice in regard to the requifition of puniflimcnt; requeding the faid court to give their opi- 
nion as foon as pofliblc, foregoing all other affairs. Their High Mightindfes did not fail to 
ncqualnt the Chevalier Yorke with the al)ove refolvc ; but what was their furprize and adoiiifli- 
inent, when they underdood that the faid ambalfador, after having read his indru^lions, had 
font a note to the recorder, wherein he called the above laid rcfolve ilhifivT, and flatly refufed 
to traiiiinit it to his court ! 'hhis obliged their High Mighrlncffis to fend it to Count VV'cl- 
dcicn, their minidcr at I^ondon, with orders to lay it immediately before the minidcr of his 
Britannic Majedy ; but the retufal of the latter created an obilaclc to the execution of thole 
orders. 

** All the cjrcumdanccs of this affair being tints cxpofecl, the impartial public will be able 
to appreciate the principal motive, or rather pretence, to which his Britannic Majedy has liad 
rccourfe, in order to give a fcope to his defigns againft the republic. 'I'o tliis we nuiy reduce 
the whole matter : — His Britannic Majedy was informed of a negociation wliich would liavc 
taken place between a member of the government of one of tlic provinces, and a reprefentative 
ol the American Congrefs ; which ncgociation intended to lay the plan of a treaty of com- 
merce to he concluded bctw'ccn the republic and the faid colonics, cafu fjuo, that is to i.iy, tirat 
in cafe the independency of thofe colonics fhould be acknowledged by rlie crown of England : 
this ncgociation, althongli conditional, and holding by a claufc which depended on the anterior 
adf of his Majefty ; — this ncgociation, which, without the faid a(d, or antei ior declaration^ 
could not have the lead efFeid, was fo mifeondrued by his Majedy, and excited his difpleafure 
to fuch a degree, that he thought proper to require from tlie States a public difavowal and dlf- 
approl)ation, as well as a complete punifhment and fatisfaflion. It was in confcquen^''\ tnid 
wirhout the [cad delay, that their High Miglnincflcs acceded to the flid pair of hi?, nq'.il r-nri . 
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1781 but the pnnilhment Infiflccl upon, wa?? not within their power ; and they could not alTent to 
ir, without ftriking at the root of the fundamental conftitution of the Itatc. The Hates of the 
province of Holland were the only ones to which it pertained lawfully to take cognizance of ir^ 
and to provide thereto by the ordinary means, and by the authority of the laws. This fove- 
reign Hate, adhering to the maxims which oblige them to rcfpcfl the authority of the laws, 
and fully convinced that the maintaining that department in all the integrity and impartiality 
wliich arc infeparahlc from it, is the iirmeft bafis of the fupreme power ; that fovereigii Hate, 
obliged by what is held moft facred, to defend and protefl: the rights and privileges of its fub- 
jefts, could not forget itfclf fo far, as to fubmii to the will of his Bi itannic Majefly, by at- 
tempting to overturn thofe rights and privileges, and exceeding the limits preferibed by the 
fundamental laws of its government: thefe laws required the intervention of the judicial de- 
partment; and thofe were the means which the above ftates refolved to ufe, by requiring, on 
this object, the advice of the court ofjufticc eftablifhed in their province. 

“ By an adherence to this method, it was, that before tlie eyes of his Britannic Majefty, 
the Englilh nation, and all Europe, were difplayed the unalterable principles of that juilicc 
and equity which form the leading feature of the Dutch conftitution, and which, in fo impor- 
tant a part of public adminiftration, (we mean that which concerns the exercife of the Jufticiary 
power) will for ever ferve as a bulwark againft whatever could militate with the fecurity and 
jndcpcndcncc of a free nation. It was'alfo by thefe means, and by following tliis road, that* 
tar from precluding juftice, or evading the puniftiment required, a free courfb, on the con- 
trary, has been laid open to a regular procefs, conformably to the conftitutional principles of 
ilic republic ; and by the fame rcafon, in fhort, depriving the court of London of any pre- 
tence to complaint of a denial of juftice, care has been taken to anticipate the leaft fliaclow or 
appearance of rcafon, which might have authorized that court to make rcprifals ; to which,, 
neverthejefs, it lias had rccourfc without fcruple, in a manner equally odious and iinjuft, 

To thefe ends, and fince, after the repeated outrages and heavy loflcs which the fubjctfts 
of this republic tnuft have experienced from his Britannic Majefty, their High Mlghtiiicfles 
find thcmfelves furthermore provoked and aftliiled by his aforefaid Majefty, and compelled to 
ufe thofe means which they have in hand, in order to defend the precious rights of their liberty 
and independence ; they entertain the firmeft hope that the Lord of Hofts, the Ciod of their 
fathers, who, by the palpable direftion of Providence, fupported and earned this republic 
through the greateft dangers, will blcfs the means which they have determined to employ, by 
crowning the juftice of their arms with the cver-triumphant afliftance of his omnipotent pro- 
teftion ; whilft their High Mightinefles will ardently figh after the inftant, w hen they ftiall 
fee their neighbour and old ally, but now their enemy, recalled to fentirnents more modciate 
and equitable. And it is at that period, where their High MighlinclTcs w’ill improve all the 
opportunities which, confonant with the honour and independence of a free Hate, may tend to 
a reconciliation between them and their old friend and ally. 

Thus given and fettled in the alTcmbly of their High Mightinefles, our Lords the States- 
General of the United Provinces, at the Hague, the loth day of March, 1781* 

(Signed) CocQ^ Ha AT- TAN, Vt. 

By command, H. Fagi-l. 

Some time in the month of April, a memorial was prefented to the States-Gcneral by Mr. 
John Adams, agent for the American Congrefs at the Hague, declaring the firm refolution of 
tlic fcveral United States of America to maintain their independence, at all hazards ; pointing 
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1781 out the advantages which would accrue both to Holland and America from a mutual alliance ; 
and therefore requiring them to acknowledge the independence of the United States of Ame- 
rica, and to enter into equitable treaties with them, and i'uch as Ihouid be beneficial to both 
countries. 

About this time, the King of Pruflia acceded to the armed neutrality, which was become 
fo formidable, as to oblige tlie court oT London, in a lliort time after, to make a concefhoii 
refpefting the navigation of the Baltic, not quite confident with tint high tone which 
had lately been aflumed. A declaration was made by the King of Denmark, “'Tint the 
Baltic being, from its peculiar and local fituation, an inclofed fea, in which the thips of all 
nations might, and ought to navigate in peace, and enjoy all the advantages of a public tran- 
quillity, his Majedy could not permit, that any Ihips of war or privateers of the belligerent 
powers, IhouJd enter the faid fea, with a view to commit hodilities againd: the fubjcfl of any 
date whatever.'’ — It was added, tliat the two other northern courts had adopted, and would 
fupport tlic fame fydem. And on the 21ft of April, orders and indrudions were publiilicd in 
the London gazette, by which his Britannic Majedy ftridfly charged and enjoined the com- 
manders of all fhips of war, and the commanders of all Ihips and veflels having letters of 
marque and rcprifal, not to ftop or detain any fliips or veflels in the Baltic, for the put pofe of 
making prize of the fame ; but that they fliould fufFer all fuch Ihips or vcffels as they fliould 
meet in thofe feas, to proceed on their refpe&ivc voyages, without inlerruplion. 

Towards the clofe of the motith of March, the Count de GrafTc had failed from Bred, with 
21 Blips of the line, and a fleet of merchantmen and tranfports, confiding of near 300 vefleh-, 
on board of which WTre 6000 troops. His dcfllnation was for Martinico, where lie was to be 
joiticd by another fquadron ; and from the inferiority of the Britifli fleet commanded by Ad- 
miral Hood, which was feat to oppofc him, he arrived there until little interruption. 

7 ‘hus llrcngthcncd, the Marquis de Bouillc, governor of Martinico, on the departure of 
Admiral Hood for Barbadoes, made an attempt, which had been for fome time in agitation, 
of lurprizing the ifland of St. Lucia, tlie fituation of which enabled the Biitilh to keep Mar- 
tinico in a date of continual alaim, and to difeover and couiueradt all the motions of the 
French, For tliis pui pole, in the night of the 10th of May, the French governor landed a 
ftrong detachment at St. Lucia, and fummoned the garrifon to furicndcr; but though it was, 
at this time, far from numerous, the commanders, after returning a refolute anfwcr to the 
meflFage, fhewed fuch a determined difpofition to rcfiftance, as well as fuch able preparations 
to put it in execution, that the French did not dare to proceed in their intended attack, but 
withdrew, wfith their whole armament, to Martinico. 

To compenfatc, however, for this failure, a large body of French troops w^as difpatclied to 
effeft a landing on the ifland of Tobago. On their appearance off the ifland, on the 2 jd of 
May, Governor Fcrgufoii difpatchcd a fwift failing vclTel with the intelligence to Sir (George 
Rodney, at Barbadoes, who immediately feat Admit al Drake, with fix fail of the line, feme 
fiigatcs, and a regiment and two additional companies, to its relief. On the 29th, (which 
was the day after the rear-admiral’s departure) he received intelligence, tliat the French fleet 
had been feeu to the w’indward of St. Lucia, and were apparently ftanding towards Tobago. 
On Rear-admiral Drake’s making the ifland, on the 30tli, he difeovered the enemy's fleet, of 
27 l‘ail, to leewaid, between him and the land. He immediately dilpaiched his fwifteil frigates 
to inform Sir (icorge Rodney of what had palled, as well as ot his own return; and ariivcd 
in fight of Carllflc bay on the 2d of June. 
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1781 In the mran time, the French had landed their troops, to the number of 3000 regulars ;; 
whilft, according to the governor’s public account, the whole force that could be collected for 
the defence of llic illand, including legulars, militia, and fearnen, amounted only to 47.7 whites, 
of all forts, who held arms in their hands; but to thefe were added a iinall party of forty 
armed negroes, who behaved with undaunted courage on fome very dcfpcraic fcrvice. 

After fotne attempts to impede the progrefs of the enemy, Governor l ergufon, with the 
regulars and militia,, ictired to a poll called Concordia, which is an high, ftrong fituation, 
commanding both fidcs of the illand, where they were invefted as clofcly as the nalure of the 
ground would admit ; the French general having in vain endeavoured to terrify the militia into 
a dclci tion of their arms, by threatening plunder and confifcatiori to their plantations, if they 
did not, in a Ihort given time, return to them. 

The fpirit and patriotifm fhewn by the planters in general, during this unequal contcll, is 
Jiiglily deferving of praife ; but the extraordinary inftances of magnanimity afforded by indivi- 
duals, claims particular notice. On the iirft advance of the enemy, and dlfpute about pods, 
Mr, Collow generoufly propoled to the governor to let fire to his own canes, in order to dif- 
trefs them on their march, and to impede their progrefs through a difficult and narrow coun* 
try. During the liege of Concordia, Mr. Law, underftanding that the governor was unwil- 
ling to dcllroy his dwelling-houfe, amj the adjoining building, although they afforded fome 
cover to the enemy, not only made the propofal himfclf to have them burned, but carried it 
immediately into execution, under their fire, being affiiled only by his ovvR negroes, who 
fuffered not a little in the conflift : and when the garrifon were retired to their laft ftrong hold 
and faftnefs, the way to which was extremely narrow, rugged, and utterly unknown to tlic 
tnemy, neitlier tlic threats of immediate deftiuftlon to his property, nor of inftant death to 
himfelf, could, in any degree, force him to the talk of condufting the French army on their 
way to find the brave and patriot band that had devoted itfclf to the defence of the illand. 

A large reinforcement now arrived from Martinico with the Marquis de Bouille, accompa- 
nied by the whole French fleet, under the Count de Grafic. The ifland troops, therefore, 
were now fo clofely preffed on all fidcs, that very little hopes remained of their being able to 
maintain their ground ; more cfpecially as they had received intelligence that the body of forces 
intended for their fuccour, under the care of Admiral Drake, had been obliged to put back, 
to avoid the very fuperior power of the French fleet. But, deprived as they were of all rca- 
fonable hopes cf fuccour, they do not feem to have been difeouraged. Keioiving to hold out 
to the laft extremity, they now prepared to quit the place they had hirherlo fo bravely defen- 
ded, but which could be no longer maintained, and retreated to a poll on the main ridge, 
where a few luits had been built, and fome ammunition and provifions previoufly lodged, for 
that purpofe. This retreat was fo well conduced, that the place was evacuated .at one in the 
morning of the firft of June, and notwithftanding the near fituation of the enemy, the Mar- 
quis de Jiouillc was fo totally ignorant of the manoeuvre, that he fent a flag foon after day- 
break to fummon the garrifon to furrender. 

Ti he French general, enraged at the cfcape of an enemy whom he had confidered as in his 
)ia?ids, and flill more provoked through the apprehenfion of the war being protra<f>ed, from 
that enemy’s getting into a difficult country and an iniprafticablc poft, he began to depart 
fiom thofe principles ol liberal conteft and amiable lenity which had hitherto diftingullhed his 
conduift. Me did not fail to order an immediate purfuit of the garrifon ; but finding his troops 
overcome by the heat, w’hilc the fugitives were yet four miles before him, and that he could 
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lySx not even procure any perfon who would conduft his army through the ftrong country and in- 
tricate ways which they had to pafs, he determined to make terror unite with force in fhorten- 
ing a bufinefs which promifed, otherwife, not only to become extremely troublefomc as well 
as tedious, but which might, in the ifTuc, obilrufl thole great objefts which the French fleet 
had in view* He accordingly ordered two capita! plaiilaiions which were at liand to be de- 
flroyed ; and finding that tlicir d-llru£lion did not produce the dcfired cffcfl, he threatened to 
renew the fame orders at the cxpiiation of every four lioun;, until the illand thtruld be furren- 
dcred. ( ioverfior Fergufon flill wilhed to protra£l: the defence; butpcrccivingitlobciin- 
polhl'lc to prevent the inhabitants lioni making a furrender, he, at length, thought it molt 
prudent, though lie at fu ll refufed to concur in any capitulation, to interpofe in making the 
bell terms for the Iflaiid, ^vliich b.e e juln polfibly obtain under the circumllances of it. Idic 
conditions were extr'incly favourab’i and advantageous : thofe of Dominica were laid as the 
gjnuiid work hv the govtunor; and tljougli tJiey difieicd in feme points, the inhabitants were 
of opinion that 'Tobago had the advantage, in ‘this particular, of its filler ifland. 

■\\ liije the f reiK'h were thus emplovetl in the VVett Indies, their allies, the Spaniards, were 
cndeavouiiug to recover tlmlr piovinees on the continent of North America, wliicli tlicy had 
loft in the preceding war. Don iicrnaido dc (ialvcz, governor of Louifiana, had, in the two 
lafl: \ears, been tc»o fucceisful agninft tlie Britifli fcttlcments on the .Miliflippi, and the town 
and fort of Moblilc. 'Tiiefe luccclTes, and the confequent reduflion of General Campbell’s 
fmall force, naturally extended his views to the taking of Penfacola, and thereby compkating 
llic conc]ueft of the province. 

After fomc unfuccefsful attempts in the laftyear, which had failed in tlieir commencement, 
Don Galvez went himfelf to the llavannah, in order to forward, and take upon him the com- 
mand of a great expedition from thence, which was intended for the beginning of the prefent^ 
Fortune feemed at firll to fniilc on Penfacola; but, unluckily, no means were, or probably 
could be afforded, to profit of the occalion. A violent hurricane had almofl ruined the Spa- 
nifli fleet. Four capital Ihips, bclldcs others of dilferent denominations, were totally loll, 
and all on board perifhed. The lofs of lives were eftirnated at above two thoufand. The re 
niaindci of the lhattcred fleet put back to the Havannah, fcvcral of them being diiinafted and 
greatly lhattcred. The critical arrival of four llorc fhips from Spain during their ahfcncc, 
enabled them to refit fpcedily ; and knowing there was no Britifh naval force in the way to 
oppofe them, without waiting till the whole fleet was in condition, they dilpatched live fail ct 
the line, with feveral fmallcr veflTels of war, to conduct Don Galvez, with between 7,000 ami 
S,ooo land forces, on the expedition. This armament arrived before Pcnlbcola on the ninth 
of March in this year, and was followed foon after by Don Solano, with the remainder ol' the 
fleet, the whole amounting to 15 fail of the line. 

7'he principal flrength of the place was in the defence of the harbour; for vvliiic that was 
maintained, the enemy would not only be cxpolcd to great difficulties and dlladvantages in 
their landing, but afterwards, in the covering and carrying on ol their aj)proacl?es ; and which 
would be flill too dittant from the works to produce mucli dlc6t. But the land batteries were 
not liifficicnt to guard the entrance, without fome naval fuppoi t ; and that winch they now had 
was weak indeed, conlifling only of two lloops, or other Imail vcllcls of war, J hde, how- 
cver, gallantly feconded the batteries, and both together gave much trouble and caufed no linall 
delay to the enemy. Their vaft fuperiority of lorce, when it could be brought properly to 
bear, was, however, irrdiftiblc. The palTagc was, accordiitgly, forced, — the lauding efleft- 
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1781 e<]> — the ground broken, — and the fiegc commenced in form by fca and land. The garrifom 
was weak, arid -ompofed of aJmoft all forts of men. Detachments from, or rather the remains 
of difi'eient Hritilh regiments; Maryland and Pennlylvania lovalifts; fome of the German 
troops ot VValdtck ; together with failors, marines, inhabitants and negroes ; and before tiic 
place was clofcly invefted, a few Indians formed the motley all'cmbiage, whofc lot it was to 
defend PcnfacoJa againft fuch a formidable forco. 

It was, certainly, much to the honour of General Campbell, the governor, that there w^as 
not the fmallcft difcordance in fuch a various garrifon ; and it was no lefs praiic-vvorlhy to 
rhcmfclves, that the wdioJe behaved bravely, patiently and obediently through every part of 
the fiegc. It is alfo proper to add, that the captains, officers and crews of the two royal Hoops 
of war, after burning their vcfTcls, bore a dillinguiflicd part in defending the fort. Indeed 
every part of the defence was vigorous; and, notwithflanding the weaknefs of the garrifon, 
fome well direiled fellies were gallantly made and fuccefsfuDy executed. In the firft week of 
May, the befiegers had done nothing thaipromifed a fpeedy attainment of their objeft. They 
were, however, by no means flow in advancing their works, and the fate of the place appeared 
to be inevitable. But it would ftill have coft them much more time and trouble to have be- 
come mafttTS of it, if an untoward accident had not fruftrated the hopes of the befieged. 

The principal defence of the place conflllcd in a ftrong advanced redoubt, by which it was 
covered, and which commanded the ifarrow approach to it on the land fide^ I'his was accord- 
ingly fupported to the laft, which had been hitherto done with fo much fpirit and refolution, 
tliat the woiks had fufFered lefs than could poflibly have been exj^fted. The accidental fell of 
a bomb near the door of the magaz^inc belonging to the redoubt, and which Jay under its 
center, determined the fate of Pcnfacola* The burfling of the bomb forced open the door, 
fet fire to the powder within, and, in an inftant, the whole body of the redoubt prefented no- 
thing but an heap of rubbifh. Of about 100 men wflio fufFered by this cxplofion, three parts 
loft their lives, and the fourth were miferably maimed and wounded. Two flank works, how- 
ever, ftill remained entire; and, by the extraordinary prefence of mind and intrepidity of the 
officers who commanded in thefe, and the ikillful ufe they made of their artillery, the befiegers, 
who ruffled on to lake advantage of the confufian, and to ftorm the place, were, in their firft 
onfet, repulfed. By this brave exertion, time was obtained to carry ofF the wounded, and 
fuch pieces of artillery as were not buried in the ruins : but the enemy foon after bringing np 
their whole force to attack the flank redoubts, they were of nccejfity abandoned. 

The enemy, at length, made an appearance of advancing to ftorm the body of the place; 
but the ftatc of preparation they perceived, induced them to rclinquiffi tl>c defign. They, 
however, derived fuch advantages from the pofleflion of the ruined redoubt, that the place was 
no longer tenable ; for they commanded fome of the principal batteries fo cflx*(ftually with their 
fmall arms, that the loldicrs arid (camcn could no longer ftand to their guns. In thefe cir- 
cumftances, and without the moft diftant hope of relief, it would have been madnefs to pro- 
long the defence. It may, however, be proper to obferve, that in this ftatc of imminent 
danger, and with all the horrors of appro«aching deftruftion before them, not a fingie word, 
concerning a furrender, was heard in the garrifon. An honourable capitulation was obtained 
by Mr. Chefter, the governor of the province, and Major General Campbell; and that was 
all that could have been hoped or expeflcd. TJie place was delivered up on tlic ninth of May, 
which was two months from the firft appearance of the enemy before it. Thus fell the pro- 
vince 
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j'Si vincc of Weft Florida, which had been coiifidered as one of the principal acejuifitions obtain* 
cd for Great Britain by the treaty of Paris. 

During the tranfaftioas \^hich agitated Europe and America, the Britifh empire in tl)e Eaft 
was harrafled with no common viciftitudes of fortune. The dilcontents which we have already 
ftated to have arifen in the Eaft Indies, in confequcncc of the eftabiifhment of the fuprciae 
court at Calcutta, were accompanied with other very alarming circumftanccs, wlilch caufed the 
affairs of the Eaft India Company to be in a very critical and unfettled ftatc. The fervants of 
the company, wlio prdided over the poffcffions of Great Britain in that rich and extenfive 
quarter of the globe, were, at this time, involved in a coiueft with the Mahrattas, who arc the 
only people of Indoftan that were noteffe£Iually fubdued, or who did not iinanimoufly fubmit 
to the government, and acknowledge allegiance as fiefs to the throne of the Mogul. The 
celebrated Hydcr Ally, one of the gi ateft politicians and warriors ever known in India, had 
alfo been engaged in a war wdth the Mahrattas ; but, afterwards, made peace and joined in a 
confederacy againft the Englifli. He complained, and we arc afraid with fomc reafon, that 
the latter had not kept their treaties with him; it was, at leaft, very evident, that the com* 
pany’s fervants had not adopted thofe methods to keep on amicable terms with him, which a 
wife policy required. Hydcr Ally, Regent of the kingdom of Myfore, was originally a fuldier 
of fortune. He rofe, by degrees, from a low rank, to the fupremc command of the Rajah’s 
army; and, on the death of that Piincc, imprifoned his fon, whom he deftined to fuccecd 
him on the throne, and feized the reins of government, affuining the title of guardian to the 
young Prince. Hydcr Ally pofiefled an extenfive, valuable and well regulated country ; he 
was able to bring into the field a very numerous and well difeiplined army , his revenues were 
great, and he was no Icfs attentive to the payment than the difciplinc of his forces. At the 
clofe of the year 17791 military force was computed to confift of 70,000 infantry, of whicli 
20,000 were in regular battalions ; 30,000 cavalry, of which 2,000 were Abyffinian horfc tliat 
conftantly attended his pcrfoii ; 10,000 Carnatic horfe, well trained ; 400 Europeans ; and 100 
j’lcces of cannon, which were worked by Europeans, He pofleffed gieat courage and abilities; 
and it appeared, that his conduft in his civil capacity, has been fupported by a degree of poli- 
tical addrefs, unequalled by any Afiatic power that had yet appeared in Indoftan. Monfieur 
Bellccombc, at Pondicherry, had kept up a conftant correfpondence, and left no arts uncfiiiycd 
to engage him in the intcrdl of the French; in which objeft his efforts were but too fuc- 
ccfsful. 

In the month of July, 1780, Hyder Ally broke into the Carnatic with a very large army, 
and made a coiifidcrable devaftation in that country. A Ihort time previous to this irruption^ 
intelligence was difpatched from Mauritius, that it was intended by the French to fend to 
Hydcr a confiderable reinforcement of troops and a fupply of military ftores, to enable him to 
rum the Carnatic^ and to take advantage of the fupine conduft of our Eaft India Company’s 
fervants in that quarter. 

Jt appears, indeed, that, at this time, there was a very criminal negligence in the govern* 
nicnt of Madras, refpefiing the preparations ncccffary to be made for oppofing the progteis o( 
Hyder Ally, of whofe hoftile and alarming defigns they liad received very iufficient informa- 
tion, (^n the feventh of September, Lieutenant Colonel Baillie, with a detachment of 300 
European infantry, fomc artillery, three battalions of Icpoys, and ten ])ieces of cannon, was 
attacked by Tippoo Saib, the fon of Hyder Ally, whom he defeated. Previous to this t 
gageruent Hydcr himfclf had laid fiege to Arcot, the chief town of the Carnatic ; hut, after 
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1.781 fomc fruitlcfs days, thought proper to rclinquifli that expedition. Lieutenant Colonel Baiille 
being inronncd, that Hycler, the main body of his forces, had got between him and 

Major (nncjTd >ir Heftor Mnnro, who commanded the grand Britifh army, thought proper 
to halt vviiere lie was, and immediately difpatchcd fcveral letters by dificrent routes to that Gc- 
ricnil, infoinhng him of his fitualion, and entreating him to make fuch a motion with the 
ai my under liis command as might cfFeA thein junftioiu The meafurcs, however, adopted 
for this purpofe, were not of the moft expeditious nature, though a detachment was fent to 
his affiftance ; hut before he could complete his objeft of forming a junftion with the grand 
army, he was attacked by Hydcr Ally on the loth of September. I'his a<flion lafted fevcral 
bouts, and this handful of men, under the command of Colonel Baillie, not only luflaincd 
ihcmfcives with ama'/.ing refolution againll tlie infinitely fupcrlor enemy, but w^oukl have gain^ 
ed tiie vidory, if the accidental and unfortunate blowing up of fomc tumbrels of ammunition 
5 n the center of the Britifh lines, had not efiefted more than Hydcr Ally’s prodigious army 
had been able to do. Though the dcflruftion of men was great from this accident, the total 
lofs of ammunition was hill more dreadful to the furvivors. 7 ‘ippoo Saib inftantly caught the 
moment of advantage, and, without waiting for orders, fell with the utmoll rapidity, at the 
head of the Myfore and Carnatic cavalry, into the broken fejuare of Bvitifli troops, which had 
not yet time in any degree to recover its order or form ; and the cavalry being fpeedily follow- 
ed by ilic French corps, and by the ffjft line of infantry, the fate of that gallant band was no 
longer doubtful. All the Europeans were either cut to pieces or taken prifoners, and upwards 
of 2.000 fepoys are faid to have lain dead on the field of battle. In this engagement Colonel 
Baillie and fevcral officers were made prifoners. Colonel Fletcher and the Captains RunU’ey 
and Bow^ell were killed. 7 "his vidory, however, according to the account given by an Euro- 
pean refident, at Hyder's court, who was prefent at the aftion, w^as very dearly purchafed. 
The {laughter fell almoft entirely upon the beft troops of the enemy, and was fo immenfc, that 
if a particular account of the lots could have been obtained, it would have exceeded all bounds 
of conjefture or belief. 

On receiving intelligence of this unfortunate aft ion, a very ardent impatience to revenge 
their lofs, appeared in the army commanded by Sir Heftor Munro ; but the General thought 
it imprudent to indulge their ardour. He was confeious of the weak Hate of his army, — the 
diminution it had fuffered from the detachment he had fent to the ailiflancc of Colonel Baillie, 
and which was now entirely loft; — his total want of provifions, — liis entire deficiency of ca- 
valry, and above all, the certain deftruftion of Madras and all the Britifh fetticments in the 
Carnatic, fliould any enterprize, in the prefent pofture of affairs, be attended with misfortune. 
From thefe confiderations, he rcfolved to make a retreat, though mucli to the diftatisfaftion of 
the troops ; and he accordingly marched to the neighbourhood of Madras, where he was now 
determined to wait for the reinforcements that were on their way thither, before he entered 
upon any offenfivc operations. 

I'hc confequences of the late defeat w^crc, in the meantime, very alarming. The diffen- 
tions in the prcfidency became daily more violent; and its authority was fo much dlminilhcd, 
tliat a body of fepoys openly revolted ; and the countiics in fubjeftion to it, retained fo little at- 
tachment to its government, that the greater part of the inhabitants were in the intcrefts of 
Hydcr Ally. 

That Prince had renewed the fiege of Arcot, the capital of the Nabob of that name, which, 
from the vigour with which it was carried on, and the dif-affeftion of thofc who were to de- 
fend 
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I j8i -fend it, totlicir fovcreign, the antient ally of our India Company, that Hydcr took the place 
in the beginning of November, with an immenfe quantity of warlike ftorcs, which fell into 
the hands of the onemy at a time when he was beginning to want them, and when they were 
equally ncccffary to thofe for whom they were provided. 

Such was the fitualioii of alFalrs when Sir Eyre Coote, who had been requefted by the Su* 
preme Council of Bengal to take upon ^im the command of the army in the Carnatic, arrived 
at Madras with a reinforcement o£ Britilh troops. Indeed, the unaccountable ncgkft which 
marked every department of adminiftration there, feemed to Ikj rather the efTcft of fomc do- 
mineering fatality, than either of wcaknefs or indolence. The General hinifclf obferves in lii > 
letters to the diredors, as well as to fomeof the principal officers of ftate, that the firne inac-> 
tivity and bad policy, which had operated in not collcfting the troops, — in the defea of every 
kind of preparation, — in leaving tire pafles o{>en to Hyder’s entrance, — and in many other 
ruinous inftanccs, were ftill prevalent at the time of his arrival ; and that what ought to have 
been their firft carc,^ lay as much ncgleftcd as if no enemy had been near. That even the ne- 
ceffary arrangements for the fccurity of Fort St. George, the very foundation of bin cxiftcnce 
on that coaft, had not been made ; that no pains had been taken to recruit the Ibatt.ercd con« 
dition of the very Imall army which remained for tlicir defence ; that the field artillery requ’- 
fite for a campaign, was fo far from being in readinefs, that the carriages were then making 
up: that the troops w^cre difpirited, — the fepoys deferting, — the country dcfolated, — the in* 
habitants treacherous, — all communications cut off, — their provifions confumed, and their ic- 
fourccs exhaufted. That the Nabob, fo far from being able to give any aflitlancc in this ex- 
igency, was himfcif without men, money, or influence, and looked up to the company to 
fupport liis intcrefts and credit. To this was added the ihcrcaling fupciioiity of the cncnijv 
arifiiig from his good policy, as well as the power of his arms ; for that Hydcr Ally had taken 
every meafure which could occur to the moft experienced General, to dlftrcfs us, and to ren« 
dcr himfcif formidable ; and that his conduiSt, in his civil capacity, had been fupported by 
a degree of political addrefs, unequalled by any power that had yet appeared in Hindoflaiu 
Such was the enemy, with whom the Eaft India Company were now engaged in fuch an ar- 
duous conteft j and fuch was part of a pifture of the affairs of the Carnatic, drawn upon tlic 
fpot, at the clofc of the year 1780, by Sir Eyre Coote. 

Among the many good coiifcqueilces wliich flowed from the arrival of that able officer, to 
take the command of the Carnatic, the unafnmity w hich, from that moment, prevailed in the 
government, was among the firft. The Council were unanimous in his fupport, and wife ly 
committed the whole comdufl and management of the war, without referve, into hi ; bands. 
An appearance of vigour, in fpite of aft ual wcaknefs, and all the wretched circumftanccs of 
affairs, accordingly took place ill every department, and the enemy, impreffed with a wry jufl 
idea of the General’s fame and great military talents, marked their future conduft with great 
and unaccuftomed precaution. 

Few generals ever had more difficulties to encounter, or a greater flake depending, than Sit 
Eyre Coote at this junfturc. His whole force did not exceed 7.000 men, and the enemy he 
was to encounter commanded an army confifting of near 200,000. The Britifh General, how- 
ever, in the beginning of this year, moved from the encampment that had been f) long occu- 
* pied at Madras, and fucceeded in forcing Hyiier Ally to abandon Wandewafh, which he was 
then befieging. After forcing the enemy to relinquifli his oiiginal eiiterpri/.c, the next im- 
portant fcrvicc was the fccuring Pondicherry. After the reduftion of that fetUement two years 
VoL. IV. . 2 z before, 



3^1 an niSTORfCAl, AND C II R O N 0 t O G 1 C A L DEDUCTION 

1781 before, the French, who remaineJ there, had been treated writh the moft exemplary lenity ; 
their private ^)ropcrty had been left untouched, and all their officers, both civil and military, 
had been indulged with every kind of liberty, on giving their parole. But the unexpefted luc- 
cefles of Hyder Ally, and the cxpe£iations of the fpeedy arrival of a powerful iijuadron and 
confidcrablc military reinforcement from France, had wrought fuch a cliangc in their beha- 
viour, that they could not conceal their difpofition to avail themfclves of the firft opponunity 
of breaking through their engagements with the Englilh ; in Ihort, fuch was their conduft, 
that it was thought ncccffary to deprive them of their arms, to 1‘ci/e magazines which they 
had contrived to collcfl, and to ddlroy alt the boats in their poflcflion. l‘hc ucceffity of thefe 
meafurcs was foon juftified by the arrival of a French fquadron elf Pondicherry, in full con- 
fidence of being fupplied with water and other nccefllirics ; init wiiich was obliged to depart in 
great dift refs, for want of fmall craft to convey them on board. 

In the mean time, Sir Edward Hughes had performed great fervice on the Malabar coaft to- 
wards the clofe of the year, by the deftruftion of Hyder Ally’s fliipping in his own ports of 
Calicut and Mangalore, and thereby blafting his favourite hope of becoming a formidable ma- 
ritime power* 

Sir Eyre Coote’s force being too weak to encourage adventure, and Hyder too cautious to 
hazard much without an abfolutc r^cceffity, nothing of confequcnce took place for feveral 
months between the two armies. Such a ftatc of things, however, could not be lading. Hyder 
having made preparations for the ficge of Tritchinopoly, the Englifh General marched with 
the army to Porto Novo, as well to fruftratc that defign, as to reprefs his depredation on the 
fide of Tanjour, and the fouthern provinces. In fhort, on the firft of July an engagement 
took place between the two armies, which lafted from nine in the morning till four in the 
afternoon. The very fuperior fki 11 and great experience of Sir Eyre Coote and his officers, 
and the bravery and difciplinc of his foldiers, were put, on this day, to a glorious trial ; — it 
was not without the higheft efforts of generalfhip and intrepidity, that the enemy was obliged 
at length to give way on all fidcs, after having been foiled in every attempt, with a terrible 
flanghter of their braveft troops, and the lofs of Hyder Ally’s principal general and his bell 
officers. But complete as this viftory was, many of its advantages wxre loft from the viflors 
being unpoffefled of the means of purfuit ; ‘as the want of cavalry gave the enemy an opportu- 
nity of carrying off his cannon and baggage, and to make good his retreat; while Sir Eyre 
Coote was forced to content himfelf with remaining mafter of the field. Several other engage- 
ments took place, in which the Britifh troops were uniformly viftorious, and the troops of 
Hyder Ally clifeouraged by a fucccflion of defeats, no longer pofleffed a fpiiit to fecond the 
exertions of their leader. 

Such was the furpi iflng change, which the fuperior condnft and military talents of Sir Eyre 
Coote, feconded by fome excellent officers, and fupported by the unparalleled efforts of a 
fmall, but gloiious army, had, in a ffiort time, produced in the affairs of the Carnatic; and 
fuch were the leading events of one of the nioft arduous campaigns recorded in the ann.ah of 
the world. 

But previous to this favourable change in the company’s affairs, a motion was made by 
Lord Nortl), ** That a committee of fecrccy fbould be appointed, to enquire into the caulcs^ 
of the war now fubiifting in the Carnatic ; and of the prefent condition of the Britifh polTci- 
fions in thofc parts ; and to report the fame with their obfervations thereon,” Though the 
acknowledged bad conduit of affairs in India, had rendered enquiries on that fubjeit rather 

popular^ 
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1781 popular, the propoAil of a fecrct committee met with much objeSion, and occafionccl a very 
fpirited debate. The fubjeft was certainly of the fiift importance, and, nccoiding to the ap- 
pearances of the moment, the ex i lienee of the Britiih commerce and poiTcirions in the Eatl, 
depended upon the fpirit and policy of the mcafurcs wdtich were then to be purfued. .Oirp:ircli 
was mod cffviitially nccclTary in this enquiry, and a fccret committee would certainly bdi 
anfwer that purpofe ; the obje£ts of entjulry were likcwlfc of a nature which icfpujcd IccrccY 
in the committee. Befides, they were by no means of a judicial kind ; it was not iruended 
that this committee fhould decide on the conduft of any man; their bufincts was to rc[>orc 
fafts, — and if thofc fads llxould appear to the Hbufe as grounds of acculation a!;ain{l any indi- 
vidual, he would then have an opportunity of defending himftlf, and the procccduigs, of 
courle, muftbe public. 'Ebc Iloufc might aUo, if it fhould think it necclfary, call for ti e 
minutes of tlic committee,— a circumftancc which feems to do away the idea of any bad con^. 
Icqucnccs arifing from the propofed lecrecy. The minifter’s motion w^as, however, at length 
carried, and the committee, henJes being poirdfcd of the ufual powers to demand papers and 
examine witnelTes, w^crc authorifed to fit in the India Houfe ; to adjourn from time to time, 
and from place to place, as it fuited their convenience ; and to meet and purfuc their enquiries 
during the rcccfs of Parliament. 

'I'he tcims upon which the miniftcr had fome time ago propofed a renewal of the Eaft India 
Company’s charter, were deemed by the compifny fo highly injurious to tlic rights, and fn 
exceedingly prejudicial to the intcrefts of that body, that all negociation was broken off, and 
the bufinefs lay entirely dormant during the two lull years. We have already related, that lu 
the preceding feffion, the Iloufc of Commons pafTcd a vote for giving the three years notice 
decreed by adl of Pailiamcnt to the Company, previous to the ditiblution of rlicir chat ter, that 
the capital flock or debt of 4,200,000!. which was owing them by the public, fhould b: fully 
difchargcci, according to the power of redemption, by the 5lh of April, 1783. 

I'he lltuation of public affairs certainly required that matters fliould be brought to fome con- 
clufion with the Company, ^and in order to accelerate their motions, the niinillcr held out. 
the following propofitic?ns to the conflderatioii of the Houfe of Commons ; — wlietlicr it would 
be proper for the Clown to take the territorial poltcffions and revenues entirely into its own 
bands, or to leave them to the management of a company? wdiethcr it would be proper to 
throw the trade to India entirely open, or to grant a monopoly of it to another company ^ or, 
if it fliould be thought fitting to grant a new Charter to the prefent company, he propoied that 
it fhould be only for a Ihort term, along with a confiJcrable participation, to the public, in 
their profits and revenues: he further propofed, that a tribunal thould be cRablllhcd hcic for 
the purpofe of controuling and judging of the management of affiirs in India, and for puniili- 
ing fucli fervants of the Company as fliould be convifted of having abufed their power ; tliitt 
all difpalchcs received from India by the Direflors, Ihould be communicated to the Secretary 
of State, and all difpatclies flicwn to him before they were fent, Thefc proportions conclud- 
ed with a motion, that it was the opinion of that committee, that three* fourths of the furplus 
of the net profits of the Eaft India Company, ever fince the Company’s bond debt was reduced 
to 1,500,000!. and the Company’s dividend had been right per c< nr. per annum, belong to 
the public,— and that 6oo,oool. in lieu thereof, and in dilv.hinge of all claims on ‘the part of 
the public, be paid into his Majefty’s Exchequer by inftallaicius, in fuch manitcr, and fuch 
, tiaics, as lhall be agreed on. 

'rids 
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This fabjcft ttcceflarily brought out every argument that could* bo employed on the different 
queflions naturally ariiing from the coniideratton of the rights of the Company^ the claims of 
the public, and the interference of government* Nor was the buCiicfs kfs agitated in the 
Company irfeif. On the aift of May, a General Court of Proprietors was held at the Eaft 
India Houfc, iti order to take into confidcration the propofttions fubmitted by the DircSora 
for the l>afis of an agreement between Government and the Company, when lome mw matter 
was flarted, which arofe from certain words in tlie firft propofition, that all the Company’s 
prefent chartered privileges Ihall be preferved entire, fo far as is coafiftent with the rights of 
the crown and kgijlatun. It was propofed to leave tbefe laft words out; and Mr. Rous, the 
counfelof the Company, was called upon for his opinion, who declared, without the kail re- 
ferve, that the rights of the kgillature were novel rights ; that the rights of il>e crown were 
diftinft ; and fo were thofe of the Company derived from, and dependent 011, thofc of lire 
crown : but he did not beiitatc to give a moft decided opinion, that the law and conffitution 
knew of no rights of the legiflature independent of the known privileges of Parliament, which 
had nothing to do in the prefent cafe. Tire words, therefore, and Ugijhtun were ftruck out.. 
The propofition of the General Court of Eaft India Proprietors were as follows : 

That all the Eaft India Coropany^s prefent charter rights be preferved to them ciuirc, fo 
far as isconfiftent with the rights of the crown j— that their exclofivc trade be prolonged for 
ten years, from March the firft, befides the three years notice to be given according to the aft 
cf George IK and that, in order to alleviate, to the utmoft of tlieir power, the public burthen, 
the Direftors are empowered to pay into the Exchequer 600,^000!. on condition of receiving 
in return bills on his Majefty^s Exchequer, which, in cafe of any nnexpefted exigencies on 
the part of the Company, the commiilioners of cuftoms and cxcifc ftould receive as cafti for 
the Company’s accruing duties ; fuch bills not to bear intcreft, or to be brought to market 
like other bills.” But thefe propofitions, when they were bid before the Houle of Commons, 
were oppofed by the minrfter, and fet afide by the parliamentary motion which wc have already 
Hated. In fhort, Government and the Direftors could not come to any conclufion in the 
buiincfs. Courts of proprietors w^crc frequently held, and, in one inftance, they refufed to 
confirm an agreement which had been cmcrcd into by the Di reft ors. In general, the terms 
held out by Government were confidcred as fo unjuft, that rt was more than once propofed in 
thofe courts, as the beft plan the Company could adopt, to difpofe of all their property at 
home and abroad, and putting an end to me political cxiftcncc, reft tlicir title to it on a legal 
decifion. 

In the mean time, the bad news which had arrived from India, and the dubious ftate o 
the Company abroad, could not but affeft the face of atFairs at home, and operate confidcrably 
upon the mcafures and tranfeftions on both fides. I'he view of obtaining a large fum of 
money, for the renewal of their charter, from the Company, was, in the prefent ftate of 
things, totally clofed^ The miniftev, therefore, brought in a temporary bill, allowing the 
Company for a limited time, to continue their exclufive trade to India; to manage the terri- 
torial acquifitions and poileffions in Afia ; and to receive tl>e revenues arifing therefrom. The 
future provifions of this bill, though they tended to cftablilh a very great participation to the 
public in the revenues and profits of the Company, were not much controverted, as the fhort- 
nefs of its duration would afford an opportunity for making fuch alterations, as future circurn- 
ftanccs and opinions might fuggeft. But the retrofpeftive effeft of this bill, in compelling 
the Company to pay the demand of 632,000!. made by Government, under a claim of parti- 
cipation 



OF THB OaiOIH OF COMMBBCZ. 


Sk » T)t 

i;8i dpatJon in its paft profits, was ftronuoully oppofcd 5 the Company lifccwifc petitioned, and 
were heard, by counfel ajjainft it; however, it was at length carried, and after fomt faint op- 
pofition in the Houfe of Lords, received the royal aflent at the clofc of the feflion : but the 
claim of 632,000!. upon the company, had been reduced in its paflage through the Houfc of 
Commons to 402,000!* It may not be improper to add, in this place, that in confcquencc of 
a report of the committee of proprietors/ appointed to examine the Eaft India Company’s ac- 
counts, it apj>earcd, that the balance in favour of the Company at tlie clofc of the !aft year, 
appeared to be 13, 458, ,877!. including the value of tlie Eaft India Houfc and warchoufes, as 
eftimated by the Company’s farveyor. 

On the 6th of June, the Houfc of Commons went into a committee, on a petition from the 
Governor and Company of the Banl? of England* The minifler ftated tire purport of it to be, 
that their charter expiring in the year 1785* they applied to Parliament for a renewal of it for 
21 years from that period, for which they propofed, as a valuable conCdcration, to lend to 
(jovernment 2,000, oool. for three years, at three per cent. The iutereft to be provided for 
by the finking fund ; t,ooo,oooh to be iffued on the 15th of November following, and 
1, 000, oool* on the 15th of the fucceeding February. This offer was confidered by Govern- 
njcnt as fair and equitable both for the public and the Bank, and the money was to be applied 
towards paying off fo much of the navy debt* The proportion was oppofed, as beinff un- 
favourable to the public *, but after much debate, it was, at length, agreed to, and a wBI was 
prepared accordingly, and in due courfe received the royal affent.^ 

The hope of conciliation in fome manner or form with America, and, confequently, of 
withdrawing her from new conneftions, was not yet totally extinft ; and, under this impref- 
Con, Colonel Hartley, one of the Knights of the Shire for die county of Berks, moved for 
leave to bring in a bill, to veft the crown with fufficient powers to treat, confult, and finally 
agree upon the means of relloring peace with the provinces of Norib America ; but this mo- 
tion was rcjcfled on a divifion, by a majority of 106 to 72. 

On the iStli of July, the feflion was clofcd by a fpccch from the throne, in which bis Ma- 
jefty declared to both Houfes, that although the buGnefs of the fclfion had required a longer 
attendance than migiu have been confiftent with their private convenience, he was perfuadeJ 
that they looked back with fatisfaftion on the time they had employed in a faithful difeharge 
of their duty to their cout^try, in the prefent arduous and critical Gate of public affairs. The 
steal and ardour, he laid, which they had fbcwil for the honour of his crown, their firm and 
Heady fupport of a juft caufc, and dic great efforts which they had made, to enable him to 
furmount all the difficulties of this complicated war, muft convince the world* that the antient 
fpii ii of the Brtdfh nation was not abated or diminilhed. That, in the midft of thefe difficul- 
ties, they bad formed regulations for the better management and tlw: improvement of the re- 
venue; they bad given additiona! ftrength and ftability to public credit ; and dieir deliberations 
on the affairs of the Eaft India Company, had terminated in fuch mcafurcs as would, it was 
irufted, produce great and eiletuiai advantages to thefe kingdoms. His Majefty added, that 
peace was the earneft wilh of his heart ; but he had too firm a reliance on the fpirit and re-- 
fottrccs of the nation, the powerful affiftance of his Parliament* and the protc&ion of a juft 
and all-powerful Providence, to accept it upon any other terms or conditions, than ftich as* 
might confift with the honour and dignity of his crown, and the permanent intereft and fccu- 
rity of his people* The Parliament was then prorogued to the thirteenth of September 
followiiig* 



The 
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j 781 The fucccfs of Spain in America, did not compcnfatc for the conuant difappointment of all 
its efforts againft Gihraltar. 7 ’ be liege of this iniportaiU fortrefs was continued at a prodi- 
gious expence, but without mabing the Icaft progrefs. Nothing had been accomplifhed by the 
licet and army that invefled it, but to reduce the garrifon to great ftraits, for want of a proper 
<mantity of provilions j hot this incont'cnicncc was fupported with a degree of ready fortitude 
ctjualJy aftonifhing and meritorious. * , 

From the departure of Admiral Rodney in the middle of February, 1780, the garrifon 
waited till the month of Oflober, without making any alteration in the ufual rations ; but as 
the winter was approaching, the apprehenfion of the danger and difficulty that might attend the 
fending fupplies, at that time of the year, induced Governor Elliot to reduce the allowance 
of bread and of meat, and to make feme otiter regulations nectffary for enforcing the flridtcft 
occonomy in the article of food. 

In the beginning of the prefent year, prorilions began to bdextrcmcly fcarcc, from the ex- 
penditure of almoft all that remained in the public {lores, and the indefatigable vigilance of the 
enemy’s cruizers, in cutting off the communication by fea. About the middle of February, 
the town bakers left off work for the virant of Hour, and many of -the poorer people wanted 
bread, 

[ Of the rooft common and indifpcnlable ncceflarics of life, bad (lilp bifeuit, full of worms, 
"sfWras fold at is. per pound ; flour, in 'not much better condition, at the fame price ; old dried 
peas at a third more ; the worft Iklt, half dirt, the fwcepings of fhips bottoms and Aorehoufes, 
at 8d . ; old Irifh fait batter, at as. 6d. ; the worfl fort of brown fugar brought the fame price ; 
and Engliflr farthing candles were fold at 6d. a piece : but frelh provifions liorc Aill more ex- 
orbitant prices. Even wlien the arrival of vcffcis from the Mediterranean opened a market, 
turkies fold at 3I. 12s. a piece ; fucking pigs at 2I. as. ; ducks at los. 6d. and fmall hens fold 
at 9s. 4 piece. A guinea was rcfufcd for a calf’s pluck; and il. 7s. afkcd for an ox’s head. 
7’o heighten every other diflrefs, the firing was fo nearly exliauAed, as fcarccly to afford a 
fufficiency for the indifpenfabk culinary purpofes ; fo tliat all the linen of the town and garri- 
fonwaswafhed in cold water, and worn without ironing. This waiu was moA fevcrcly felt 
in the wet feafoa ; which, notwiihAaading the general warmth of the climate, is cxfccedingly 
cold at Gibraltar. 

The diAreffes of the garrifon were well known in England, as wall as the abfolutc neceflity 
of relieving them without delay : but iite numerous demands of afliAance from the various 
quartets of the world where the war was carrying on, rendered this fcrvicc, however indirpen- 
lable, a matter of the greateA difficulty. So deeply, however, were the intereAs and honour 
of Great Britain engaged in the relief of this important fortrefs, Uiat to effeft it was one of the 
ArA objefts of Government in the beginning of the prefent year; and the grand fleet, under 
the condmA of the Admirals Darby, Digby, and Sir Lockhart Rofs, was fitted out early for 
this fervice. It failed from Portfmouth on the 13th of March, with the great EaA and ’iV’dl 
India convoys. The neceflity of taking in provifions, detained it feme time at Corke, in Ire- 
land ; from whence it proceeded with the whole fleet. "Wlien tlie merchantoren ftparated 
from it, to continue their refpe^ive voyages, the Englilh Admiral fleered direSly for Cadiz, 
where he faw the SpaniAi fleet, after all the threats and boafls of Spain, lying peaceably at 
stnehor, without the fmilleft appearwicc of any intention to interrupt the dcAined relief ol 
Gibraltar. • , 

/Nothing 
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1 781 Nothing could be more grievous to Spain than this event, nor more mortifying to her pride 
than the difgmco which, after all her boafting, licr navy now fufFcrcd in the eyes of all Europe. 
She had fet her heart fo entirely on the recovery of Gibraltar, that (he fcarcely feemed to have 
another obje£t in the war. She lavifhcd her treafures, with an unfparing hand, in that pur- 
fuit* The labour of the nation was exhaufted in the flupendous works which (he raifed before 
the place, and the whole naval and milifary force of thcilatc, and its refourccs of every for% 
feemed direfted to that fifigle objeft. The batteries were mounted with guns of the heavieft 
metal, and with mortars of the largeft dimenfiona; the number of*thfl former amounted to 
near two hundred, and of the latter to near fourfcorc. The cannonade and bombardment, 
from this vaft arrangement of artillery, was dreadful beyond defeription* It was computed, 
by t!ic artillery ofBcers and engineers in the garrifon, that, during more than three weeks from 
the firft attack, the enemy continued regularly to expend, at leafl:, 1,000 barrels of gunpow- 
der, of too pounds weight each, and to fire from 4,000 to 5,000 fhqt and fhells, in every 24 
hours, upon the forttefs. No powers of fupply could long fupjKtrt this expenditure : after 
difcliarging 75.000 fhot, and 25,000 fltclls, in this courfc of firing, it was then lowered to 
about 600 of both in the 24 hours, on which reduced fcalc it was continued for feverai weeks. 

The narrow extent of the fpot upon which this ihower of deftrufiion fell, was too much ex- 
pofed to cfcapc its cffefls. The houfes, in number about 500, were moftly deftroyed, and 
the inhabitants, computed at upwards of 3,000^ experienced every bardlhip tliat could arife 
from the deftru&ion of their dwellings: they were forced to take (belter at a diftance under 
tents, with fuch accommodations as could be contrived in fuch a feene of confufion and lior- 
l or* On the departure of the fitef, many of them took that opportunity of returning to Eng- 
land, for which purpofc they were allowed a free paf&ge, and fupplkd with provifions for the 
voyage. 

Towards the clofc of the futnmer, however, the fury of the Spaniards feemed to be exhaiift - 
cd before Gibraltar, The works were found, by experience, fuperior to all their efforts, and 
the town l>cing deftroyed, there feemed to be nothing further to be done by the repetition of 
bombardment. Their gun-boats ftill continued to be troublcfomc at night, which ierved to 
keep the garrifon in perpetual alarms ; but the Governor having received fome cannon of a 
very long boic, which were lent for the purpofc fionv England, had them fixed on the neareft 
batteries, fo that their fhot reached 10 tltc very center of the Spanifh camp : and it being ob-. 
ferved, that ihcfe were fired in ycturn for the attacks of the boats, the Spanilh commanders 
found It convenient to reftrain the one, in order to obviate the mifehief atid coufafion occa- 
fioned by the other. 

By the latter end of November, the befiegers had, with immenfe toil and expence, brought 
their works to that ftate of pcrfc^lion they intended. The beft engineers in Fiance and Spain 
had united their refpeftive iibiUries uport this occafion, and both kingdoms pofiKied the moil 
fiinguinc expefl;ations of tltcir fuccefs. At this moment, General ! Jtiat meditated a blow 
which was deftined to avert their dcCgns, and to produce a total dcih oilion ot the fruits of fo 
much time, (kill, and pcrfcvcring labour. 

On the 27th of November, a ntoft fpirited faily was made by the garrifon, to flortn and 
deftroy the whole of the advanced works of the Spanhuds. I'hc detachment, which was ap- 
pointed for this enterprise, was formed in three columns, and marched out at the felting oi 
the moon about three o*cloclc ig the morning, i ijc coimnns were fcvcrally cotppafed of an 
advanced corps, a body of pioheera, artillery men Cvtrryiog combuftibles, and a fuftalnii^g 

a corps^ 
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781 coips, with a relVrvc at the rear. The pioneers of the left column were fcamen. Nothing 

ever exceeded tiic lilcnct: arid order of the inarch, the vigour and fpirit of the attack, or the 
nice aiui cxacl combination of all its paits. The whole front of the Spaiulli wotks were at- 
tacked, at the Ikvne mument, with fuch irrefiftibic fury, that the enemy, after a fcattcring fire, 
which was of no long conthiUHnce, gave way on all lidcs, and abandoned their fiupcudous 
works with tlic utniolt precipitation* The plontcrs and artillery men exerted tlicinfelves in 
fucli a wonderful manner, and fpread their fire with fuch amazing rapidity, that, in half an 
hour, two mortar batteries of 10 thirteen inch mortars, and three batteries of 6 guns each, 
with all the lines of approach, communication and traverfe, were in fiames, and lliortly u> 
iluced to. allies. The mortars and cannon were fpiked, and their beds, carriages and plat- 
forms deftroyed. The magazines blew up one after another in the courl'c ot the confiagra- 
tion. The aftoniflicd Spaniards, perceiving that all oppofition would be fruitkds, oficred no 
other refiflAHcc than an lil-dirc£lcd fire of round and grape ihor irom tltc foils of bt. Barbara, 
St. rhiliip, and the batteries on the liner., and remained in their camp the tame fpcflators of 
the deiUuftion which they could not prevent, Tiic whole fcrvice was performed, and il^c de- 
tachment returned to the garrifon, before day break. Two hours were iound lullicicnt to 
compiete tiiis aftivc, important and glorious exploit. 

One of the fidl objefts in contemplation among the mercantile clafles in IToUand, was the 
intercej'tion of tlie fleet that was conveying to England the fpoils of St. Euilatius, Prepara- 
tions were accordingly made for that pu'rpofe; but they were not ready at the liiiic propofed y 
and fortune threw their rich prize intoother hands. 'i"hc Frcncli Admiral, Monfieur dc In 
Mottc Piquet, availing hiinfelf of the Britiflt fleet, under Admiral Darby, being engaged in 
the relief of Gibraltar, failed from Breft, and, on the fecond of May, fell in with the Sr. 
Euflatlus convoy, of which lie captured more than half j the rcauindcr took flicker in the 
xicarcfl ports of Ireland. 

A fccrct expedition to a very remote part of the world, was fuppofccl to have been, for fomc 
time, in the coiucmplation of the Britilhminiftry. The reports of great commotions in Peru 
and fomc other of the Spanilh dominions in America, made it generally imagim*d, iliat the 
South Seas would have been the deftinarion of fuch an armament. It feems, Indcc-d, probable 
that the numerous exigencies of the war could alone have ddayfd the profcciuion of a defign, 
wi:icli proinifed to be attended witli the moft fatal confequenccs to the enemy. 

At this time, die defign was not only revived but adopted, A frnall fquadron, wliofc ob- 
je£fs and deflinatlon were kept fecict, under the coadufl of Commotlorc johnftonc, with a 
body of land forces, commanded by General Meadows^ accompanied the grand licet on its 
departure for the relief of Gibraltar, 'i'hc objeft of this armament was undou!>rcdly changed 
in confequcncc of tlie E^utch war, which occafioned an attempt upon the Cape of Good Hope 
to be lubflltutccl, in the place of the larger field of South America, France being almoft a,i: 
much intcrcfl.fd as Holland itfelf, in the prefervation of tins place, readily exerted iuGf fni the 
proteflion of it againft the defigns of Great Britain. M. dc Suifrcln, an officer of great 
courage, failed immcdialely with five /hips of the line, Ixfidc frigates, and a body of land 
I'jicts, to oppofc the Britifli armament. The French com tnander carnc up with ihc Eng- 
liili fleet at the Cape dc Verd Iflancb:, and attacked it whilfl lying under the protciftion of 
tlie Portuguvfe fiig, in Port Praya, in the ifland of St J«go; fcvcral outward bound 
Indiamt ii being alfo under the Commodore's convoy and then in that port. At the time when 
the F reach f ron arrived, which was the i 5 th cf April, 1781, at leafl 1,500 pci Ions wttc 

abivat 
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1781 al^fcnt from the BriuHi fleet* who were engaged in watering, filhiag, emb arking livccattlcjk 
and otlicr ncccfiary occupations : fignals were however iniincdiatcly ihrowni our for th- pc pic 
alhorc to haften on board, and every picparatioti >vai made to icccivc the cncniy. Although 
the Britifli iljuadron was completely furprized on this occafion, it Hood the attack of a rnucli 
fupertor force with a cooinelii and rcfolution, at which the f rcnch were ccjually aftonilhcd ar.d 
perplexed* who had promifed to thcnilclves an ca^y viAory. — 'I’hcy were, however, bcat.enoH, 
and one of the Eaft Indiamcn, which they had taken, was i ccaptured, 

Having repaired ilic damages received in tliU engagement, the ihiiifli li^uadron left Port 
Pr,»ya on the 2d of May, on the profccution cA its origitial plan : a?5d about the middle of 
June, the Commodore chfparched Captain Figot, whh iome of the bcH falling frlgrifc^ a;i'l 
cutlers* to proceed towards the iouthem CKtremity of Africa, in order, if poflible, to obtain 
fornc intelligence efthe ftatc of the enemy in that quarter. That ofuccr had the good foriu::-.: 
to tall in with, and capture* a large Dutch Eri> India ihip, of izoo tons buniicn, which !:ai 
lately fuled from eoldanlui bay, near the Ctpc, and was laden wirli Hores anJ proviilo;r;, J-:- 
fidcs 40,0‘:X‘I. i!\ bullion, for the iiland of Ceylon. By clreumibnce Irdbnnatlo!! wasi 
tained, that M, dc SuiTrein, wUh fire fail of the line, moll of hi;> fjain’poit;, and a 
!)oJy of troops, had arrived it Falfc J 3 ay on the 2 ill of June; and ?:iar ivveial Dutch, kaf 
India fhipSj hcniicnvard-bu and, Init afraid to proceed^* were at auciror in iiolJanha Bay, 
which lies about 14 leagues to the norilr.vard of Cape Town and fort. 

7 'o explain the caafe of tlu 11 Iving .it-fo great a diilance from their principal fertlcment and 
defence, it may be ncccffary to obicrve* that Table upon vvhich thcic lie, i.s rp'. t 
nnich fmallcr, and lefs convenient than that of Soldanha, but is exceedingly dangerous to .'hip- 
ping during the winds that blow ill the fununcf month?. Tiicfe Icul projeube^* artending 
''ral)!c Bav, 'wu'ii tlic tnolive of M. de SufTiciabi anchoiing in Falfe Bay* wh’cli b::> t're Ixrej. 
ofjhal very long and ^1arro^s’' tu-ck of land runniiyg far tmi ii'ito the fea, the at \vlr.)!e 

f;viid, furins what h pnrpcriy called tfic Cape. 'Tljc battofn ofthi'i b.iy iic> wnh.n tiK. o 

l.zgu'wS, i'lV land, of Crpe Town., which is fiuaT.d a little higluT up, on tlic oppoiit. roafn, 

"• tha!! ti)c ivinOion oi'tlu: con.tineiU with Uve p-euitifubg aluhough. tlie ['..dago by i.a lonnd the 
neck, long* diflieult, and drmgcroui?. 

'The anival of rhe Ftench f<]aadron a;ul troop; at t!^c C;pe, havi.-ig f, admted tb*e priiKiprb- 
Oviign ufConunodorc johnin.u'.cb-. cxpcvliiiou, he dcrornhnvd to [v oui of what was yet \v tlin\ 
reach, bv an attempt upon the Dutch ihips in ti)c Bav of Se;>lhai)!)a. This frhemc was abe\ 
and lucccfifuily condullcd : of l!je hvc ihip.s which were there, ire took four ; the ot.i:e; vsa 
uufortmtatcly burned. — "Fhey were, all vctfcls from io:o to 1 100 tons burthcju 

B'hc war with Great Br.iuin was by no means a poprdar a' 5 \ in bpain, ami was gennahy 


C‘>ii{iJcred rather as a court meafurc, originating bom tire inni:c?u 


\ iciivic'i cou.neis, t! 


;i'. tlu' rcfult of a policy f:niudeJ on the real iutcrefts of that c<,uintry. 'Flie iitt!;: fuec.fs 
the iinnituifc cxpeuce with which it had been hulter to attended, could not but iciere he tb.c 
public diiTatiiihiaion ; and the court itfelf feemed, at length, to con:c‘*.,* a ie.iioiiK tlun France 
hid been more attentive to other objefls during the war, than to thoic winch w ;rc lo inicieii - 
ing uul fo dear to itfclf. It became nccelhny, tlicrctorc, for the comt ot VerUuilcs to remove 
thole impiX'flions ; and as neither Jamaica nor Gibraltar could afford any fucli o’pportuaitVj tor 
the ptx'fent* the fcqucllcrcd itkind of Mijiorca, which, bom the naiure aiul pariiculai circuiu* 
Hances of the war* was ahiiofl cut off* from the poihbiiitv ut luccouv, could .u^'l cicape obicr- 
vaiion* as the objeft immediately olRuing for the purpoie, 
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The formation of cntcrprize took place early in the prefent year, but was for feme t5n\c 
rciardcJ by the greatneis of the preparations it rcjjuircd. They were not completed till the 
latter end of Jane, when M, de Guichen failed from Breft, at the head of a fjaadron confift- 
ing of the moil formidable flaps in the French navy : they were joined at Cadiz by 3oSpanifli 
lliips of the line, and a large iiuinber of tranfports, carrying a body of io,ood regular troops* 

Great Britain had now fo many objefts to employ her attention, and they were all of fuch 
moment, that a fuffixient ftrength could not be colleAed in time to prevent the junftion and 
intended movements of the French and Spaniards, at the period and diftance at which they 
were made, I'he combined powers left Cadiz about the end of July, and landed their forces: 
at Minorca or^ the 20 th of Auguft. Here they were fhortly after joined by about 6coo French 
from Toulon. The joint army of both crowns entrufted to the command of the Duke 
dc Crillon, a French general of great reputation. 

It v/as the fate of Minorca, ixt this junfturc, to be totally unable to make any clFcflual re- 
flflancc againll fuch a powerful enemy. The garrifon coufifted only of four regiments, two 
of them Brltifli, and two Hanoverian : they were, however, excellent troops, and, commanded 
by two dilllnguilhed officers ; Lieutenant-General Murray, formerly governor of Quebec, now 
Itcid the fame rank in Minorca, and was fcconded by Major-General Draper, who comman- 
ded at the conquefl: of ivlanilla in the^prcccding war* But the foldicrs were fickly, and from 
that caufe, as well as the finallnefs of their number, inadequate to the defence that would be 
necel'fiiry agalaft fuch a multitude of affailants. Hence it was foon forefeen, that the prefer- 
vatiou of Minorca would prove a very difficult, if not an impra£licablc undertaking; efpeci- 
ally when the obftruftions to all fuccours were taken into confidcration. 

The combined fleet was contented with feeing the troops fafe into the Mediterranean, and 
then, trufling them to a fmall convoy, returned, to the amount of near fifty fail of the iine, 
to cruize at the mouth of the Englifh Channel. Though this was an cfFcdual means of pic- 
venting any fuccour froni*being fent to Minorca, the enemy bad other objefts in view : they 
hoped to intercept fome of our great homeward-bound convoys, which were then eveiy day 
expefted ; and a very large outward-bound fleet, which was on the point of its departure from 
Corkc, inTrcland, held out a flmilar temptation. Not can it be fuppofed that tlic gcncia! 
alarm and confuflon which it was cxpe£led their appearance in the Channel, at fo critical a 
fcafon, would occafion in thefe kingdoms, was, by any means, overlooked in the defign. As 
the enemy was enabled, from the great number of (hips, to flrctch acrofs the entrance of tho 
Channel, it w'as refolved in England, notwithflanding the vaft fuperiority wliicii oppofed ir, 
that the naval force then in readinefs, confifting of thirty Ihips of the line, ftiould proceed im- 
mediately to fea, in order to the prefervation of the expefted Weft India fleet, an objeft for 
which it was to encounter every danger. Admiral Darby, who commanded the Britifh fleet, 
prepared accordingly for the execution of his orders ; and the moft determined fpirit to fecond 
him, was manifefted by all thofe who ferved under him : but he was detained by contrary 
winds in Torbay till the middle of September; during which time the enemy remained in 
poffcflioii of the fea adjacent to the weft of England and ilie fouth of Ireland, and occafioned 
no fmall alarm for the fecurlty of the trade returning from Jamaica, and tlic other leeward 
iflands. The great outward-bound fleet for America and the Weft Indies, was not only flip- 
pofed to be in danger in the open harbour of Corke, but that city itfeif, which is totally un- 
fortified, and at that time ftored with immenfe quantities of provifion, was confidcred as a 
very probable objcA of attack from the combined fleet* 
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1781 The wind fllll confining the Britifli fleer in Torbay, the French and Spanifh admirals were 
tempted, by hs inferiority, to attack it in that pofition ; bur, after much debate on the fubje£l:, 
that defign was laid afidc, for thccaiicr talk of intercepting the expefted fleet from the Weft 
Indies, With thefe intentions, the combined fleet bore away from the Channel; but the 
weather, very foon after, became fo tempeftuous, that they were obliged to rclinquifh their 
viev/s, and make the beft of their way to their refpeftive ports. 

In the mean time, the Britifli tncrcaniik fleets arrived fafe from every quarter, to the great 
mortification of France and Spain ; as they had cniploycd the utmoft exertions to cut off thofc 
rcfourccs for the profecution of the war, arifing from the prodigious importations of wealth 
from the tranfinarine poffeirioiis of Great Britain ; being confeious that the huraUiatiori of this 
country could never be effefted by atxy other means than by wounding her commerce. 

The war had hitherto ianguiihcd m Europe, as well as in every other quarter, on the lido 
nf Holland. Their fleets were not only in a very bad condition, but they aftoniflied the world 
by the chfcoYcry of a weaknefs by jio means fufpefted, cotifllling in a deficiency of Icamcn, and 
a total want of Jiaval {lores, in both of which they bad ever been held to abound beyond any 
other nation, except F-ngland. The vicinity and fituation of their ports, even with that ilatc 
of impcrfccl preparation in which they now were, p:ovcd, however, a very mortifying check 
u])on the navn! operations of Great Britain in the couifc of the year, and prevented fome of 
thoie vigorous exertions which might have been olhervvifi; made agaiaft her other enemies. It 
became ahfolutcly ncccflary to keep a fijuadroa in the DovVns, as well to watch their motions in 
genera’, as to prevent their intcrcourfc wdth the fouthern parts of Europe: and it was flill 
more cficnliaily requifitc to have fuch a force in the north fcas, as would he capable of ruining 
their inirncnlc commerce on that fide, and of dreflually proteiVmg our own ; including allb 
ilu: lurthcr great ol'ijeft of preventing the poffibility of refto ring their marine, by cutting off 
their only fourccs of every kind of naval fuppl)% 

I'his very important fervice was committed to the conduft of Admiral Hyde Parker, a vete- 
ran commander of eftabliflied reputation, who failed from Portfmoiuh in the beginning of 
June, wiili four fliips of the line, and one of 50 guns, for the north fca. The Dutch, in the 
mean time, were employed in equipping a number of their ftouteft Ihips, for the proteftion of 
a large fleet of merchantmen bound to the Baltic. The command of them a as given to 
Admiral Zoutman, a refolute and experienced teaman, who hukd from the Tcxtl about the 
middle of July : his force confifted of eight ftiips of the line, fiom 74 to 54 guns, ton fiigaics, 
and fome other armed vciTcls ; moft of their frigates were very large, and carried an uncom- 
mon weight of metah Tiiey were alfo joined by the Charlcfiown, an American frigau of ait 
extraordinary conftruilion, Ihc being as long and as large as a fhip of tlic line, with (cvcral 
hundred men on board, and thirty-fix 42 pounders upon one deck; flic took tiiis opportunity 
of failing with the Dutch fleet, in order to go norih-about, on her way to America. 

Admiral Parker was on his return with a large convov from Kiflneur. He haJ been joined 
by fcvcral frigates fince he left Portfmouth, and by the Dolphin of 44 guns ; and, in this moft 
critical and dangerous conjunfture, was very timely reifsiforced by Commodore Keith Stewait, 
in the Berwick of 74 guns, who had been for fome time on the coaft of Scotland. The Bi i- 
tilh force confifted of an old 80 gun fhip, carrying no heavier metal than a 50, an old 60, that 
bad been difeharged, but was lately refitted for fervice, two of 74, a 64, and a 50 ; to wliicli 
the admiral was obliged to add the Dolphin frigate, in order to fupply the inequality in num- 
ber of his line of battle to that of the enemy, 
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17S1 The hoflllc fleets came in flght ©f each other, on the Dogger Bank, very early in the morn- 
ing of the the 5th of Auguft, 1781 ; when Admiral Parker, perceiving the number and ftrength 
of the enemy’s frigates:, detached the convoy, with orders to keep their wind, lending his own 
fiigatt'S along with them, for their proteftion ; and as foon as this difpofitioii was made, he 
threw out a general flgnal for the ftpadren tp chafe tUc enemy. I'lie Dutcli were by no 
riicans difpofl-d to (bun the confllft : they likewKe detached their convoy to feme dillancc, 
v;hen they drew up with great qoolncfs in order of battle, and waited the fliock with the iitmoft 
coinpofure. None of that manoeuvring was pradtifed, on either fide, through which the 
French had eluded the coinpicte dccifion of fo many naval actions. Admiral Parker, in tiic 
Fortitude, ranged a-breaft the Dutch admiral’s fhip, and the a<Sion commenced wiili the ut- 
inoft fury and violence on- both ficies. The cannonade continued, without intcrmilhon, for 
three hours and forty minutes : fomc of our fhipa fired between 2000 and 3000 Ihot each. -— 
The Dutch (hips were much fuperior in weight of metal to thet Englifli of the fame rates : — 
This difFcrencc, however, was but little confidered ; but their heavy frigates, as well as the 
Charkflown, having intermixed with their line, took a very cfFcftivc part in the aflion, and 
did confidcrable mifehief, by raking our fhips, and firing at their rigging, while clofcly and 
defpcrately engaged with a fuperior enemy. Such returns were however made, that tliey paid 
dearly for their temerity ; and the Charleftown, among others, fuffered fo feverely, that it was 
long fuppofed flie had gone down either in, or fooa after the aifrion* 

At length, both fejuadrons had received fo much damage, that, about noon, they were be- 
come ccpally unmanageable. The Britifli admiral exerted his utmoft IkilJ to keep his fliips 
in a line, and to continue the aftion, but found it imprafticablc : the Dutch were in the fiinic 
iituati'on.— The Englifh fliips were chiefly wounded in their mafts and rigging; but as they 
fired entirely at the hulls of the enemy, and, by their fuperior alertnefs and expedition, dif- 
cliarged a much greater quantity of fliot, the Dutch Ihips W’ere fo extremeJy Ihattcrcd, that 
they were with the utmoft difficulty kept above water, until they readied, fcparatdy, and in 
the greateft diftrefs, notwirhftanding tlic aid of their numerous frigates, fuch of their ports as 
Were ncareft to them : but the Hollandia of 68 guns, and one of their beft fliips, went down 
in tlic night after tlic engagement ; and the danger was fo fudden and extreme, that the crew 
were reduced to the melancholy nccefllty of abandoning their wounded in quitting the fliip. 

This was a very bloody aftion, — The flain and w^ounded, on board tlic Eritilh fquadron, 
amounted to about 450, among wliom were fevcral officers of very fuperior merit : — The lame 
lift, on board the Dutch fliips, though endeavoured to be concealed, was well known to exceed 
a tboufand. 

Such was the iffue of this celebrated engagement ; the firft that had taken place between the 
Englifli and the Dutch for upwards of a century. The valour and emulation difplaycd by 
both parties, was in no degree inferior to that which had been exerted by their refpc£Vive an- 
ceftors, when contending for the empire of the ocean, in the days of Cromwell and Charlc^** 
the Second. 

The advantage was certainly on the fide of the Britifli admiral : he remained, with his 
fquadron, on the place of aftion after the enemy had quitted it ; while the Dutch were ob- 
liged to abandon to their own care the merchantmen under their convoy, who were com- 
pelled to drop the profccutioa of their voyage, and to make the beft of their way to their re- 
fpeftive ports. 
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1781 This was one of the fevereft difappointments that could have befallen the Dutch ; in this 
fleet were centered tl»c hopes and rcfources of the mercantile claffes, which bad been at a vail 
cxpcncc in fitting it out, for its ufual defiination to the northern parts of Europe : they now 
faw ihcnifclves totally excluded from that principal fund of their commercial opulence, and 
obliged, to their great mortification, to have recourfe to the affiftance of France for proteftiont 
on tlicir own coafts. * 

On the return of the Britifli fquachon to the Nore, the fctvicc done to the public by the 
admiral, was noticed in the moft diftinguifbed manner. The King honoured him with st 
vifit, and treated him with tliofe marks of attention and regard to which he was fo eniincntly 
entitled. 

Dur ing the remainder of the ycai;, Aire ports of Holland were completely blocked up, and 
its trade inrcrccpted from the in dt beneficial quarters. The Dutch, who had not for a cen- 
tiny experienced any of the diilreires arifiiig from a naval war, now felt them to a great ex- 
tent. 'Flic cominonalty, upon which, of courfe, it chiclly fell, was loud and ungovernable ia 
its murmurs ; and it was for fume time imagined, tiiat the hardfl^ips under which it laboured, 
would have produced internal commotion-s of a dangerous nature : certain it is, that no Jittic 
alarm was excited, and that the difeontents were fo general, that fufpicions of that kind did- 
nor appear entirely void of foundation. 

In the fummer of this year, the following paper, propofing the intermediation of the King 
of Sweden between Great Britain and Holland, was prefented by Baron Noiken, the Swedifh 
nhnifter rcfidcnt in London, to Lord Stormont, one of his Majefty’s principal fecr^Jtarics of 
Hate.. 

“ The King does not imagine it neceflary, at this time, far him to enter into an cxplana- 
tion of the principles which have governed iris conduft ever fince he afeended tlic throne of 
his anceftors. He has been guided by the love of peace; and he could have wilhcd to have 
feen all the other European powers enjoy that blcfling as uninterruptedly as hinifdf. Tlicfe 
dcfircs, diSated by his natural feiuimcnts of humanity, have not been fulfilled. The flame 
of war, klndkxl in another hcmifphcrc, has communicated to Europe ; but the King Hill fiaN 
icrcd himfclf, that this confiagr^ation would not extend beyond its firll bounds ; and, pariicu- 
laiiy, that a nation, entirely commercial, wdiich had made neutrality the invaiiable founcLitiou 
of its condu^l, would not have been enveloped in it: and yet, nevcrthclcfs, this has happericd 
aimed in the very moment when that power had entered into the mod inoffcnfive engagements 
with tlic King and his two northern allies. If the mod rigid Impaitiality that was ever ob- 
ferved, could not exempt the King from immediately feeling the ihconvenicncics of war, by 
the confjdcrable loflcs fudained by his commercial fubjefts, he had much greater reafon to ap- 
prehend the confcquenccs, when ihofc troubles were going to be extended ; arxd, to conclude, 
when neutral comaxcrcc was about to endure new fhackles, by the hodilities committed be- 
tween thofc two powers. The King could not fail to perceive thefe evils, and to wdh dnccrely 
that ihe tneafures taken by the Emprefs of RufTm for cxtinguifhing this new war in its begin- 
ning, might be crowned with the moft perfeft fuccefs ; hut as this falutary work has nat beea = 
brought to pcrfefiion, the King has rcfolvcd to join with his allies, the Empreis of Ruftia, and. 
the King of Denmark, in endeavouring to difpofc his Britannic Mnjefty to iiften to the pacific 
fenti men ts which their High Mightinefles the States- General have already made known^ by 
their coufenting to open a ucgociatiou for pcace^ 
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If fucli are the inclinations of that monarch, which ought not to be doubted, it appear^ 
that a furpeufion of hoflilitics would be the moft cfleatial prelude to their accompli flirncnt ; as 
xnilitary operations accompanying a iicgociation of that nature, can only ferve to embarrafs 
and retard the matter, whilft the allied courts wilh for nothing more than to be able to acce- 
Jciatc it, by every method that may tend to the advantage and fatisfaftion of the two bcllige* 
rent powets. * 

** In the finccrity and reftitude which animate his Majefly and his two allies, he cannot 
conceal the apprehenfion which he feds from the report of the continuation of the war, which 
may be produftivc of the moft fatal cotifcquenccs, ajid may revive a variety of controverftes and 
difpuies. This motive, and more particularly, a clefirc to prevent a further effufion of blood, 
arc confiderations which ought to operate on the mind of the King of Great Britain j and in 
the entire confidence which his Majefty places in thofc circumftanccs, he would receive the 
Irueft fatisfaftion, if, by his intcrpolltion and mediation, joined to tixat of his allies, he fliould 
fuccced in terminating the dificrcnccs whicTi have taken place between Great Britain and the 
United Provina‘S% 

(Signed) The Baron de Nolkt/s. 

On the 18th of September, Lord Stormont gave the following aiifwcr of the Britiih court 
to the Svvcdllh envoy ; 

The prefervation of public tranquillity has been the firft objeft of his Mnjefty's care, 
during the whole courfc of his reign The commeacemeut of that reign was figuaiized by the 
reftcration of peace. ^ 

The King made very great facfificcs to humanity to procure that bleftlng ; and he had 
rcafon to flatter liimfelf, that, by luch moderation, inthemidft of viftory, he Ihonld fecuic 
the public quiet on the moft folld and durable foundations ; but ihofe hopes have all proved 
fallacious, and thofe foundations have been fhaken by the ambiiious politics of the court of 
Verfaillcs. This court, after having fecretly ibpportcd the rebellion kindled in America, 
-openly joined his Majefty’s rebellious fubje< 2 s : and on account of this violation of public 
faith, and this direft aft of hoftility, he commenced the prefent war. * 

The conduft of the republic of Holland, through the whole couife of the prefent war, 
has excited a general indignation. — This nation prefents itfclf under a very difi'erent afpeft 
from that of a nation merely commercial; it is a rcfpcftablc power, for a long time bound to 
Great Britain by the clofcft alliance. The principal objeft of that alliance was their common 
fafety, and cxprefsly the mutual proteftion of each other againft the ambitious defigns of a 
dangerous neighbour, wdiich their united efforts have fo often defeated, to their reciprocal ad- 
vantage, and to that of all Europe. 

** The defertion of all thefe principles of alliance, which the King, on his part, conftantly 
adhered to, obfiinatc refufal to fulfil the moft facred engagements,— -a daily infraftion ol 
the moft folcmn treaties, — afliflance given to thofe very enemies againft whom he had a rk'bt 
to demand fuccour, — ^an afylum and proteftion granted in tlic Dutch ports to American 
pirates, in direft violation of the moft clear and prccifc ftipulations, — and, to complete the 
whole, a denial of juftice and fatisfaftion for ti)c affront offered to his Majefty crown, by a 
clandelliiic league entered into with his rebellious fubjefts : — Thefe accumulated caufes ol 
complaint, made it dmpoffibic for the King fo take any other rncafurcs than thofe which be 
has done, though with the moft finccrc regret.— In explaining to the public the rcafons wluch 
rendered this rupture inevitable, he aferibed the conduft of the republic to the true caufc,— 
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1781 namely, to the fatal infliiencc of a fafl ion, who facrificed the national intereft to their own 
private views ; but the King expreffed, at the fame time, the moil carueft defire to bring back, 
the republic to that fyftem of ciofe union, efficacious alliance, and mutual protcclion, which 
has fo much contributed to the profperity and glory of the two Hates. 

Wlien the Etnprefs of Ruffia tendered her good offices to effeft a reconciliation by a fepa- 
rate treaty of peace, the King, in cxprefllng the gratitude which tiiat frefh proof of a friend-^ 
Ihip which ever appeared to him fo valuable, juftly merited, declined expofmg her Imperial 
Majeity to a fruitlcfs negociation : but now:, that there arc feme marks of a change in the dif- 
pofiiion of the republic, — foitic indication of a dclign to return to thofc principles which the 
wifcfl part of the Batavian nation iiavc never deferred, a licgocialion for a feparate peace be- 
tween the King and their High Migbtineffes, maybe opened with fomc hopes of fuccefs, under 
the mediation of the Emprefs of Ruffia, who was the firfl to propofe her good offices In this 
falutary work. — If his Majefty did not immediately avail himfelf of that offer, it was becaufc 
he had every reafon to believe that the republic only fouglit, at that time, to amufc him by an 
infidious negociation : but the King would think that he made but an ill return to the fciiti- 
incnts which prompted thofe firft offers, and would be wanting in tlie regard fo juftly due to 
her Imperial Majefty, and to the confidence which ffie infpircs, if he affociated to her media- 
tion any other, even that of an ally the moft rcfpeftablc, and for whoinliic King entertain-i tiic 
mod lincere fricndlhip* 

(Signed) ** Stormont.’’ 

Some cxpcflations were this year formed in England that the Emperor of Germany would 
declare in favour of Great Britain; that he would enter into an alliance with it, and make 
fuch a diverfton on the continent, as muft compel the Houfe of Bourbon, as well as the States 
of Holland, to enter into a treaty of peace. Thefe expeftations appear to have been totally 
without foundation. — His Imperial Majefty feems to have had very different views, and to 
have been defirous of promoting the Interefts of his fubjeifts not by the arts of war, but by 
thofe of peace, and by communicating to them the advantages of religious toleiation. — He 
iftbed Icttcrs-pateat, granting the free cxcrcifc of their religion to Proteftants throughout the 
Auftrian dominions ; by a public edift he declared, that all religious houfes, monaftcrics, and 
convents in the Auftrian Netherlands, were exempt from all foreign ccclcfiaftical jurifdiftion r 
and other regulations were adopted, which were calculated to reduce the number of religious 
houfes, and to difcountcnance all monaftic inftitutions. 

On the I ilh of June, in this year, the Emperor, who was then at Oftend, llfued a pheart, 
by wdiich he declared that town to be a free port.~Hc alfo eftablilhcd fomc regulations con- 
cerning internal navigation in the Netherlands j and, fo far from manifefting any favourable 
difpofition towards Great Britain, he, on the 9th of Oftober, acceded to the armed neu- 
trality. 

Although confidcrablc advantages had been gained by the royal troops in America, no event 
had taken place from which it could be rationally expefted, that the final termination of the 
war would be favourable to Great Britain. 

On the 1 6th of March, a partial aftlon took place off the Capes of Virginia, between the 
fleet under Admiral Arbuthnot, confifting of feven Ihipsof the Hue, and one SC>gun fliip, and 
a French fc|uadron of the fame number of (hips of the line, and one 40 gun iliip. Some of 
the fliips, in both fleets, received confidcrabie damage in the aftion ; in which, however, tlic 
Britifh fleet had the advantage, as the French were obliged to retire, and were fuppofed to be 

prevented 
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1781 prevented by this rencontre from carrying troops up the Chefapeak:, in order to attack Gen- 
rai Arnold, and impede the progrefs of Lord Cornwallis. 

That nobleman, after a victory obtained over Cirenera] Greene at Guildford, in which little 
clfc was obtained but military reputation, proceeded to VViliiaington, where he arrived on the 
7th of April. But before he Reached that place, he publiihed a proclamation, calling upon all 
loyal fubjefts to fland forth, and take an ai^live jairt in refloring good oider and government ; 
and declaring to all perfons who had engaged in the preient rebellion againfl: liis Majeily’s au- 
thority, but who were now convinced of their error, and dchrous of returning to their duty 
and allegiance, that if they would furrendcr them fe Ives, with their arms and anmniiiition, at 
liead-quartets, or to the commanding officer in the dilfrift contiguous to their refpeflive places 
of refidence, on or before the 20th of that month, they would he permitted to return to their 
homes, upoti giving a military parole ; that they would be proteflcd in their ]^erroas and pro- 
perties from all kinds of violence from the Rriiilli troops ; and would be rcflorcd, as foon as 
poffible, to all the privileges of legal and conHiiutional govern men t. But it docs not appear 
that any confiderablc number of the Americans were allured by thefe promifes to give any evi- 
dences of their attachment to the royal caufe. 

On the 20th of May, Lord Cornwallis arrived at Peterfburgh, in Virginia, where he joined 
a body of Britifli troops, that had been under the. command of Major-General Piiilips, hut 
•which command, in confcquencc of the death of that excellent officer, had devolved upon 
Brigadier-General Arnold. Before this junffion, he had encountered very great inconveni- 
cncies, from the difficulty of procuring provifions and forage, having marched fcvcral hundred 
miles in a country chiefly hoflilc, without one aAivc or uieful friend,-— without intelligence, 
and without communication with any part of the country. 

On the 26th of June, about fix miles from Williami'burgh, Lieutenant-Colonel Slmcoc re- 
pulled with great gallantry, and equal fuccefs, a fuperior body of American troops : atul, on 
the 6th of July, an a^lion took place near the Green Springs, in Virginia, betwcc!^ a large 
reconnoitring party of tl:e Americans, under General Wayne, and a confuic : able par t of the 
Jhitifli army. In South Carolina, an af^ion happened on the 9th of Scptcmlocr, near the 
Eataw Springs, between a large body of Britifh troops, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stewart, and a much fuperior body of Americans, under Grcncral Greene: — It was 
an obflinate engagement, in which the latter w^crc defeated, with confldciable lofs. 

In the courfe of the fame month, General Arnold was font on an expedition againfl New 
London, in Conncfticvit, where he deflroyed a great part of tlic fliipping, an immenfo quan- 
tity of naval fforcs, European maniifaflurcs, and Eaft and Wcfl India commodities. 

Notwithffandijig the flgnal advantages that Lord Cornwallis liad obtained over the Amcri- 
cans, his fltdation in Virginia began, by degrees, to be very critical ; and the more fo, as he 
did not receive thofe reinforcements and fupplics from Sir Henry Cluiton of vvliich ]iC had 
fonned certain expedations, and which were abrolutcly ncccflary to the fuccefs of hts opera- 
tions, but had been withheld from the fltuation of New York, wliicij w’as then fuppofed to 
be in danger off an attack from the Amcucan army, under General Walhingtoin l‘hat com- 
mander, having fora coj^fiderablc time kept the garrifou of New Yoik in perpetual alarm, 
fudcicnly quitted his camp at White Plains, croffed the Delaware, and inarched towards Vir- 
gir»l:y, apparently wirli a dcflgn to attack Lord Cornwallis. Sir. Henry Clinton then received 
jnfoimation that Count de Graffc, with a large French fleet, was cx| ci\etl every moment in 
jSlic Chefapeck^ in order to co-operate with General Walhington/ In confequence of which, 
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S781 he conveyed his aflurances to Lord Cornwallis, that he would either reinforce him, by every 
poflible means, or make a powerful diverfion in Ills favour* In the mean time, Lord Corn-^ 
wallis had taken poiTcfTion of the ports of York Town and Glouccftcr, in Virginia, where he 
fortified hiinfelf in the beft manner in his pow'cr. 

On the aSch of Auguft, Sir Samuel Hood, with a fquacl^n from tlie Weft Indies, joined 
that iiiidcr the command of Admiral Graves, before New York ; and, in corifeqacnce of the 
fituation of Lord Cornwallis, they failed for the Chefapeak, where they arrived on the 5th of 
September, with 19 (hips of the line ; but Count dc Grafle had anchored in the bay on the 
30th of Augiift, with 24. fail of the line. The French admiral had previoufly landed a large 
body of troops, which had been brought from Rhode Ifland, and who imnaedialely marched 
to join the army under General Waftiington. The Britifti and French fleets came to an 
aftiou on the fame clay in which the former entered the Chefapeak ; which, though not gene- 
ral, yet Admiral Drake’s diviiion did great mifclilcf to the van of the French fleet: but 
fuch was the fuperiority of the enemy, that after the two fleets had continued manoeuvring in 
fight of each other for five days, the Britifti admirals returned to New York, and the Count 
dc Grafle remained in poffeflion of the Chefapeak. 

Before tlic news of this avElion had reached New York, a council of war was held there, in 
which it was rcfolvccl, tliat 5000 men fliould be embarked on board the King’s (hips, in order 
to proceed to the aliidance of Lord Cornwallis. Ifi the mean lime, the moft efTw^ilual nica- 
fares were adopted by General Wafliington for furrounding the Britifti army under Lord Corn- 
wallis. A large body of French troops, commanded by the Count de Rochambeau, wiih a 
very confidcrablc train of artillery, aflifted in the enterprize. The Americans amounted to 
near 8000 continentals, and 5000 militia. General Walhington was invcfleci with the autho- 
rity of commander in cliicf of the combined forces of America and France. — On the sgih of 
September, the inveftment of York Town was completed, and the Britilh army quite blocked 
up. On the night of the 6th of Oftober, the trendies of the enemy were opened ; and from 
the 6th to the 14th, they kept up an inceffimt fire from heavy cannon, mortars, &c, which did 
great execution ; when the works of the place were fo much damaged, that it was plainly per- 
ceived they w^ould, in a very ftiort time^ become untenable. 

In the midft of thefe difficulties, the rcfolution of the Britifti troops was in the higlieft dc- 
gree confpicuous : but they were, at this time, fo reduced by ficknefs, as w^ell as by the acci- 
dents of war, that they amounted to little more than 3,600 men capable of duty, including 
fervants and artificers. Their means of defence, of every kind, were now reduced to a very 
fniall quantity, and their ftock of fliclls w^as well nigh exhaufted. In this extremity, Loicl 
Cornwallis, defirous to favc all he could of fuch a brave body of men, determined to convey 
them over to Glouccftcr Point, on the other fide of the river; an attempt was accorJincly 
n3acle, but the weather proved advcife, and fruftrated a dcCgn which was well calculated to de- 
lay the fate of this devoted army, 

la confcqucncc of the iFailuvc of this attempt, the enemy rcdonldcd their orertions from 
every quarter. — The works were at this time almoft entirely demo!. (bed, and an aiTiuk was 
every moment expefled. Under thefe circnmftances, I.ord Cornwalli- felt the nccefljty of 
adopting the only certain means that remained of preferving the lives of his brave followers 
from the apparent deftruftion that mufl have followed from the meditated attack of his lines by 
the enemy’s fleet and army^ The Britifti general opened a ncgociatioa vvitli llic American 
commander in chief, when propofals were made for a capitulation on the 17th of Odnber ; and, 
Vet. IV, 3 B on 
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1781 011 the iQth, thcpofts of York Town and Gloucdlcr were furrendcred.— -Tlie troops were al- 
lowed the iarnc honours which had been granted to the gairifon of Charleflown, 

Jn this manner was terminated, in America, the important and dccilivc campaign of t!ie 
year 1781.— It put an end to all further expeftations of fubjvigating Ameriva.— I'he fpiiit of 
enterprize that had been fo refolutely preferved by the Britilli commanders and their troop ) 
lince the cornmencernent of hoftilitics, was now changed to the narrow limits aixl fuborJiiunc 
duty of preferving the polls yet In the pofieffion of the Bririih forces* 

Never had this fpirit been exerted with more vigour than in the expedition coiuluftcd by- 
Lord Cornwallis. — His galiiint army, animated by his example, furmounted every rlitliculiy 
that was far mountable, and overcame every obftacic that it was poUihlc to fulHluo. — M’he brave 
commanders and his followers were forfuken by fortune ; bur, iiotwhth Handing, it was their 
lot to combine glory with defeat. 

On the 27th of November both Houfcs of Parliament afTcmbled.— In the fpcccb from tlio 
throne, his Majefty oblcrved, that the war was unhappily prolonged by the rcfllcfs ambition 
which lirft excited our enemies to commence it, and wliich Hill continued to dii’appoint his 
earned dcfirc and diligent exertion to rertorc the public tranquillity. But, he added, that he 
Ihould not aiifwer the trull committed to the fovcrcign of a free people, nor make a fuita[)!c 
rcturn to their afFeflionatc attachment to his perfon and government, if he confented 
to facrificc, either to his own defire 'of peace, or to their tempornry cafe and relief, thofc 
effential rights and permanent iniereds, upon the maintenance and prefervation of which, the 
future ftrength and fecurity of this country muft ever principally depend. The mention of 
the favourable appearance of affairs in the Eaft Indies, and the fafe arrival of oiir numerous 
conunercial fleets, wms folknvcd by an. account of the public misfortunes in America^ which 
were Hated as the ground for calling loudly for the firm concurrence and alTifiancc of Parlia- 
ment, and a vigorous, animated, and united exertion of the faculties and rcfources of the peo- 
ple — It was alfo ffrongly recommended to Parliament to refumc the profecutloit of their en- 
quiries into the Hate and condition of the Britilh dominions in the Eaft Indies 

On the ufual motion for an addrefs, a very warm and animated attack was made on 
niiniftry by the ahJcfl orators of the oppofition. The ill fuccefs, the raiuuanagcmcnt, and 
tlie fatal con fequenccs of the American war, were again rnvaJe the fuhjeds of attack, which 
were anfwcied by tlie minifter with his ufual addrefs and ability. No opinion, however^ 
could be formed, from the language of the friends of government, of ibe mcafure,s to be adop- 
ted in the future condu^ft of the war. In order, therefore, to obtain feme explicit dccbrati‘'ns 
on this fubjeft from the members of adminiftralion, on the 30th of November, wdicn the 
ufual motion was made to .go into a committee of fupply, Mr. Thomas Pitt rofe to objeft to 
the Speaker’s leaving the chair. This Hep, he declared, was not taken by him to deprive the 
crown of the means of carrying on the affairs of government, at that alarming junflurc, but 
to protra£l the proceedings of the Houfc in that bufinefs, till minifters had given fonie pledge 
of their in'tentions to change the fyllem of their proceedings. 

That this propofition was conftitutional, could not be denied: the tight of refnfing any 
ftippiy is inherent in the people, and, conlequently, in their reprefematives ; but in the cxcr- 
eifeofthat, as of other theoretical rights, the expediency of the mcafure was the principal 
ol)jeft of confidcration. Previous to the Revolution, the Kings of England were poffciled o* 
a permanent revenue, and various extenfive refourccs, wliich enabled them to fupport the 
ordiiuiry civil and military eftablilhmcnts of the kingdom. When, tliercforc, they called on 
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1)81 ilic people^ in particular emergencies, for an extiaorcJimry fupply, Parliament very wifely 
took advantage of the nccclTitlcs of the Prince, to obtain fuck conceilions as they judged nc- 
cclTary for the fecurky of the rights of the fubje^t. But, at the time of the Revolution, the 
corikitution, in this refpeft, mulerwent a total change, and the former practice had confe- 
qucntly ceafed. T'hc rtvcituc neceffary for the defence and fupport of the kingdom vva:5 now 
annually provided by Parliament ; ami the cxcrcife therefore of rhe right was become extremely 
difUcuit, if not wholly iinprafticabie. — I'o enquire into the exiflcncc cf grievances, to difeo- 
ver and adminiilcr cffcftual remedies, would be a work of lime ; and the irnc! val Ijet'.vcxn the 
commencement of an endeavour to remove tl)c evils complained of, and its fucccfsfui comple- 
tion, would be filled up by the annihilation of our fleets and armies. Equal mifebief would 
alfo t nfue, if the mode of carry! nf; ,01 • the war, or the operations of the enfuing campaigit 
were to be difclofcd, as the conditions of granting the fupplics. I'hc lituation of the co:in- 
try was certainly, at this time, very ethical and alarming, and feme change of mcafurcs was 
aldohitcly noedfary ; hut theft circumflanccs ftemed to demand, in a particular inaniUT, 
inofl powerful and uiiited exc ruons of Parliament. The eves, not only of the nation, imt of 
its enemies, were lixed upon them ; and much of the fpirit t»nd exertions of both would natu- 
rally depend on the icfult of their clelibcrvations* — Thefe opinions appeared to be theft of a great 
inajority of the Hoiifc ; a»: the motion for going into a committee of fupply, was carried, on a 
divillon, by 172, ajyiinfl: 77. 

A motion had been made during the courfe of the laft fefTibn, for an enquiry into t!ie con- 
tlu A of the captors of the iiland of St. Euftatius, which, as we have already obftrvcd, was thci\ 
negatived, chiefly on account of the abfcncc of the two commanders, wdio were fo deeply in- 
tererted in the fuiqcft. Both theft gentlemen being, at this time, attendant on their dutv i:i 
I’ailiamcnt, Mr. Burke, purfuant to the previous notice which he had given, moved, on tlr: 
4ih of December, “ 'Fhat t!ie Houfe rcfolvc itftif into a committee of the whole rioufe, i.i 
order to enquire into the confifeation of the cfle£l$, wares, and merchandize, helongiag to hi .' 
Aliiicily’s new fubjc< 3 :fi on the ifland oFSt. Euftatius ; and further to enquire into the faie, dlf- 
tribuiion, and mode of conveyance of a great pait of the fhid waves, a!id ivifjchniuiizc, 

to the ifiands belonging to France, and toother parts of the dominions bciongiivg to Id;: \h- 
jcfty’s enerniesd’ 

d’hc general cliargcs laid againfl Admiral Rodney and Gj^'iicral Vaughan were follows : — . 
'Fliat on the furrender of the ifland at difcrction, it became an authorized fcciic of the iradt 
cruel violence and depTedation : that a general confifcation of property took place ; cverv wa'c- 
houfe vv.as locked up ; every inhabitant was compelled to give an account of Ins plate, ftw; ];, 
and ready money ; and the books of all the merchants were feized, and their wares and good.> 
thrown into one common rnafs ; that a general profeription of the mljabitant* took place, by 
wliich they were obliged, without exception, Englkh, J 9 iitch, Few^s, Ficnch, and American^, 
to quit the ifland. — That the conftfcation of property being fettled, and the inhabitants leino- 
ved, the fale of their goods next followed : that a proclamation was iflued, ofTcring free in-, 
grefs and regreft to every purchafer, ftcurity that liis money fhould not be taken trom Ifun, 
and full permiflion to tranfport to any place he chofe, whatever meiThandi/x he flvould pur- 
chafe : that 1 7 veflels, principally French, wxrc accordingly freighted with ftorcs, and other 
articles, purchafed 50 per cent* under their intrinfic value, for the fervicc of our enemies , and 
left they ihould become captures to the Britifh privateers, which were hovering round tlic 
ifland, and waiting fox the return of the purcliafcrs, they failed under the convoy of aa Eng- 
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; lifli ilup of war : that three months were fpent by the Biitifh coibtnandcrs in difpofing of and 
iccuring tiie pluiulcr of St. Euhatius ; in confcquencc of which, as the fupci tority of the 
tifh fleet was at that time very decided in that part of the world, a very favourable opportunity 
was loft of recovering forne of our former Weft Indian poflclTioni ; and that from the fame 
caufe originated the weaknefs of the detachment font under the command of Admiral Hood to 
prevent the janftion of the French fleet in life Weft Indies with tliat which arrived with 
Count dc Grafle from Europe. — The lofs of Tobago, and the unfortunate conclufion of the 
campaign in the Chefapeak, were alfo attributed to the Erne origin. 

la anfwcr to thefc very heavy and pointed charges, Sir George Rodney offered a defence ]to 
the following purport : — He faid, that when lie appeared before the iilanJ of St. Euftatius, it 
was for the pnrpofe of cutting ofFfupplies from the cnemyv and with the fixed refolution not 
to grant any terms to the inhabitants. The Dutch, though nominally the friends of this 
country, had, during the courfe of his command in the Weft Indies, been the moft aSivc 
friends of our enemies; and to punifli and check both, nothing had appealed more cfFeflual 
than the icduftion of an iflaiid, the inhabitants of which were animated with a rooted aver- 
Con to us. Among thofe inliabitanta were many, who, whi*c they called themfcJvcs 
Engliflimen, were not aftiamed to difgracc themfcJves and their country, by aflifting !ier 
enemies with the means to injure her ; fuch people had deferved no favour, and to them he 
had refolved to fhew none. That St! Euftatius had been a mart for our enemies, in prefer- 
ence to us, was manifeft from this circumftancc ; that, feme weeks before the capture of the 
ifland, an application had been made to the chief officers and inhabitants, to treat with them 
about the purchafe of fuch materials as were requifite for the reparation and equipment of the 
Englifti fleet. Their anfwer was, that as no articles of this nature were then among tlieir 
ftorcs, they could not in the Icaft aflift us. — That this was a falfe pretence, was very evident; 
as, on the furrenuer of the ifland, fuch great quantities of naval ftorcs were found within the 
warchoufes, &c. as could not have been heaped together in fo fhort a fpace of time. As to the 
outrages which it ivas alTerted had been committed at St. Euftatius, he could declare, that, fo 
far from being guilty of an abufc of power, he had never failed to redrefs, upon the flrft com- 
plaint, all irregularities and improprieties, without waiting to examine wliether they were 
frivolous or important. But when he found that the natives of this kingdom, forgetful of 
the allegiance to their King, and criminally rcgardlcfs of the ties which fliould have bound 
them to their country, had funk the reputable charafler of an Engliih merchant into the dif* 
graceful occupation of a fclfifh trader, and were unprincipled affociates v;ith the Dutch, in 
traffic with thofe engaged in the American rebellion, he feixed and feat them home, to meet 
the juftice of the laws which they had lo bafely offended. With regard to infinuations which 
had been thrown out, of his having been aftuated by mercenarv views, the fiift was, that 
when he feized on all the property on the ifland of St. Euftatius, it was not for his own ufe : 
be thought, at the time, that it would all belong to the King, and that it was his duty to fee 
the moft made of it, in* order to carry it into* the public treafury. He had not wiff»cd for a 
ftiilling it, nor had any other idea, at the time, but that the whole l>clongcd, of riglitj to his 
country : he had written to this effeft to the fit ft lord of the treafury ; and, therefore, in all he 
bad done for the prefervation of the property at St, Euftatius, it was for his country, and not 
for himfelf, that he had been a<fting. — It was -pretended that he had permitted the ftorcs and 
provifions to be conveyed to the enemy, dirc^ftiy, or circuitoufly through the neutral iflands : 
but this was the very reverfe of the faft ; as he had gfven orders that none of the ftorcs or pro- 
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i7b'i vifions ITiould be fold, but fent to his Majefly's yard at Antigua. So very ftri£t had he been in 
this refpeft, that he was not fatisfied with examining the clearance of every fhip which went out, 
he had alfo caufed her to anchor under his ftctn, and had her examiMd by commiffioned of- 
ficers ; and, if Ihc had more provifions^ on board than were ncccfiary for the voyage, they were al- 
ways taken out. As to the charge brought againft him, that he had remained inaftlve for three 
months at St. Euftatius, his anfwcr w'as; that matters of the hig!)eft confec^uencc liad made his 
prcfcncc abfolutely requifite ; and though he had llaid no inconfidcrable length of time upon the 
ifl uul, he took care to keep the licet in a£live fervicc, and planned fucli eiuerprizcs as he ima- 
gined would have proved of infinite advan'tage to Great Biitain. One of thefc was an expedi- 
tion againft Suriuani, and another againil CuralToa; but when the fquadrons for this purpofc 
were on the point of failing, be Tcccivcd intelligence that a numerous fleet of French merchant- 
men, under convoy of 12 Ihips of the line, were obferved to be fleering towards Marti nico^ 
^riiis circumftance immediately determined him to rclinquifli all thoughts of attacking two 
fettlcinents, wliich, tliough of great value and importance, were of kfs confequence than the 
advantages wiiich mull have followxd thcfucccfs of intercepting the French convoy, and pre- 
venting the junftion between their fleet, tiien on its courfc from Europe, and their naval ar- 
mwimcnt then at anchor in Fort Royal Bay. For ihefe pirrpofes, he inllantly difpatchcd a. 
powerful fijuadron to Martinico^ having divefted that they ihoukl blockade the whole i£laiid» 
"J'hc condufl of tliis cnterprlzc was committed to Sir Samuel Hood, an officer of knowa 
ikill and intrepidity, and the fubfequent mifearriage of the expedition would not juilify the 
leafl unplcafant reflexion on that brave commander, who, as far as unexpected incidents per- 
mitted, had done his duty to the utmoft. With re'peft to Tobago, the Admiral added, that 
the lofs of the illand was not his fault ; as even the guits that he had feat the year before for 
its defence had never been mounted. As to the cliargc which laid the unfuccefsful conciufioii 
of the campaign in the Chefnpeak to his ill-condu£l, he obferved, that confidering the great 
convoy which De Grafle had under his charge, the fcafon of the year, and the crazy ftatc of 
many of his Ihips, it was not to be expeded or fuppofed, bur that he would fend the greater 
part of his fleet along with the merchantmen to France ; and it was fairly to be prefumed, that 
lie would Iiavc only retained tliofe which were in condition to undergo the American fbrvice : 
bur, indepcndcixt of thefe civeumftances. Admiral Hood’s force was equal to- its objed, which 
was all a commander In chief had to conlkler ; for if Admiral Graves had kept his fquadroii 
entire, and had met Admiral Hood, as was oipcfted, at the Chefapeak, they would not only 
have been in poflcfTion before De Graffe’s arrival there, but they would have encountered him 
with a fufficient force, aided by the great advantages which fuperior fiiuation would have af- 
forded them. But if the expreffes which were fent to New York, to give notice of the mo- 
tions of xMonficur de Grafle, or of Admiral Hood’s deftination to the Chefapeak, weretakea 
by tlic enemy or otherwife detained, it was a misfortune to be regretted,, but whicli could not 
be forefeea or prevented. 

Such was the fubftance of Sir George Rodney’s defence, who was fcHowcd on nearly the 
fame ground by Major General Vaughan. Fhat officer alfo denied, in the moll folema 
manner, his having any ffiarc or concern in the depredations and outrages alleged to have bcca 
committed* That fo far frotxa having authorize ! an / degree of violence or cruelty,, be liften- 
ed, with the moft rigid impartiality, to iilj complaint.^ whatever, and endeavoured to give the^ 
aggrieved parties all the redrefs in his power. He declared, that he had not gained one Angle 
dulling, direftly or indircfHy, ia confcqucncc of the proceedings at St. Euftatius. One of 
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yySj the reafons for locking up the warchoufes in that ifland vv.'i«;, iK'faid, to prevent plundering, 
from wliich tJie troops were with difficulty reftrained. Fire too, he added, was to he fcaud 
ja a place, where 'Cnany difaffeflccl people lived, and who thought ihcmfelvcs injured by the 
confifeation of their property for treafon* As to the Jews, he ohferved, it was evidciit they 
could not have been fo ill treated as had been reprefented, bccaufc lie had received an acidteis, 
figned by the rulers and warden of tliat peo])lc, 'in which they cxprelicd their gratitude for the 
clemency and goodnefs wdiich he had cxeicifed towards them. A large majoiity of the lloufc 
of Commons was hitisacd with the juilihcation offered by the captors of St. Euflatiiis, and ]\Ir. 
Burke’s motion for the propofed enquiry, was negatived upon a diviiion, l)y a majoiity 
of 263 to 89. 

In this buhnefs the commanders certainly afted for tlie advantage of their country, accord- 
ing to the policy of war. Under the influence of a patriot and profcjlional zeal iliey conhder-. 
cd the general ohjcfls of the fervicc, without fufficicntly adverting to the rights of individuals ; 
they either forgot, or were not informed, that, in fomc cl their proceedings, they were violat- 
hig a known kw of Great Ikiiuin. That the ifland -of St. Enftatius may he; truly faid to have 
fed tlie American rebellion, from the convenient, ample and univcrfil fupply of its marker,— 
that the inhabitants of it had allied thcmfelvcs, in principle and zeal, with the enemies of 
Great Britain,— and that anivong them were to be found Britifli fubjefts, or their agents, who 
fullered the bafer gains of trade to extiftguilh in their bveafts the patriotifm of commerce, is of 
incontrovertible notoriety : but St. Euftatius had been a neutral ifland, as it were, to the mo- 
ment of its capture j and however \vrong or injurious the condufl of fuch Britifh merchants 
might feem to a commander of a licet or army, who faw, and had, perhaps, experienced tlie 
evils arifng from it, the former, in this particular iuftance,. appear to have aded under the 
proteftion of that law which is fuperior to any naval or military jurifdiflion, and which will 
juftify adequate claims of reparation A*om thofe who have improperly cxercifed fuch extra-judi- 
cial authority. Such claims w’crc adtually made, and the fituation of the different parties will 
appear from the follow ing memorial, which, fomc time fubfequent to this jiciiod, was picEnt- 
fd to his Majefty by I^ord Rodney. 

"idiat your Majefty having been plcafcd by your royal proclamaiion of the aotli of De- 
cember, 17S0, to order hoftilliics to be commenced againft the Dutch, your inemorialift, on 
the 28th of January following, being tlicn at Barbadocs, received your Majefly's command for 
fubduing the power of the Dutch in the Weft India fcttlcments, and the reduftion of St. Eu- 
ftatius , which, with the greateft alacrity and expedition, be prepared to pay obedience to, and 
accordingly the fleet under his command, with the land forces commanded by Major (jcneral 
A^aughan on board, failed for St. F-uftatius, and^on the 3d of February reduced that rich and 
valuable ifland, wdth all its dependencies, naval and military (lores, cffc\^U and property to a 
very corffidcrabfe amount to your Majefty’s government. 

‘‘ It would he impoffihle for your rncmorialift to deferibe the enormities which were prrx- 
tifed in thatilland, under pretence of itr, being a neutral port ; your Majcflvks open and avow- 
ed enemies were fupplied witii naval and military (lores, cordape, ammunition, provifioiis, 
and all other commodities, which the laws of nations univcrfally proliibit neutral powers fiom 
providing for either of the contending* parties. The rebellion of your Maicily’s American 
j'uVV ebi was there fomented and encouraged, and Englilh rnercharits difhonourcd thcmfelvcs 
h\ bccomitig Dutch inirplicrs, and leaguing with them in a conduft which proved ruinous to 
tiicir country, and wliicii will ever be an indelible ftain upon thofe who were concerned in 
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]i j8i fncb trcafon;\blc tranfaflions ; and wliatevcr may be the fate of thofc who were the iwfiTuments 
of Providcjicc in the puniflmicnt of fucb enormities, poflenty will rejoice to fifid fo much 
villainy dih not pafs unpunifhed. 

Your Majcl^y's mttniorialift further humbly reprefents, tliat when by his fecrct intelli- 
gence, the intercepting letters, ‘and getting poircffiori of books and papers, he difeovered the 
natvire of the traffic and corrcfpondcnce, cairicd on by the inhabitants of St. Euflatiiis, he 
Ihouid not have thought he had difchargcd the duty lie owed your Majefty and the {late, had 
lie not made a fcixuic of every kind of property, except fucli as could be fhewn to be legally 
imported dircftly from Great Britain: under this impreffion, your mcmorialill: thought that 
men guilty of fuch pedidy and treafon had no right to be treated as rtfpc^lable people ; they 
were allowed no terms, — they deferved none; — tlicir perfons were made prifoiv rs of war, — 
their property forfeited to your M.tjelly ; and their magazines, filled w'ith proviiions, naval 
ajul other {lores, intended for the ufe of your Majelly*s enemies and rebellious fiibjcfts, were 
feized : but your mcmorialill; ufed his btft endeavours to diferiminate between the innocent 
ajiJ guilty ; to the latter he fhewed no favour, becaufc he thought they deferved none, though 
the former were treated with all the icfpcfl due to innocence ; and to them their property was 
ordered to be returned, as will mod evidently appear from the orders given by your memo- 
rialiil to the fevcral agents. He confidcred it as the duty of a Eritilh Admiral iinplicitly to 
obey the commands of iiis fovcrcign, and to do jufticc to his country. lie fell that his fo- 
vcrcign and his country were infultcd by the Dutch harbouring fuch traitors, — that her jufticc 
was eluded, and her laws tiampkd upon by her treacherous fubjefls, and he thought it his 
duty to vindicate iluir honour and punilh the ; and he has the lieartfcit fatisfacVi on to 
icfiecl, that thefe motives alone aftuated his condu^l, and that felf-intcrcil had no influence 
in the dirc£liori of his adions. He confidcred, that the produce of the capture ought to go 
to tl>e public revenue of liis country, — he had no claim to any part of it, — nor did he defire it: 
he tljouglit himfclt happy, and fuificiently rewarded, in having executed cfTcilually your Ma- 
icfly's commands, and in having been the humble mcansr of biinging thofe traitors to punilh- 
rnent for the treafon they had committed agaiiill your IMajefly, and the injuries they had done 
their country. 

Your mcniorialift further humbly reprefents to your Majcfty, that his condufl was not 
oi'ily thus fanflioned by lus own feelings, but he had aifo the fatisfadliou of receiving a letter 
from Lord (icorgc Ckumaine, then one of your Majefly’s principal Secretaries of State, figni- 
tying your Majcily’s rova! and mo{l gracious approbation of his condufl, and of your Majef- 
ty’s mofl: generous gift of all the propcity of the enemy, captured in thofc iflands, to your 
navy and army, for their foie ufe and benefit; tliough previous to your Majefly’s mofl: loyal 
and bountiful gift, moil of the produce of the Weft Indies and America, found at St. Eufla- 
tins, was ffiipped on board the Dutch fhips taken in the road of St. Euflatius, and fent under 
convoy to England, to abide your Majefty’s pleafurc ; but uiifoitunately moil of thofc fliips 
were taken by a French ftjuadron in the mouth of the Britilh Channel. 

Your memorialifl further begs moft humbly to reprefent to your Majcfly, that after thefe 
undoubted marks of your royal approbation of his concludl, it was w ith afloniflimcnt and in- 
cxprcffibic concern he learnt, tliat innumerable aftions were commenced againft him for doing 
liis duty ; but his aflonifhmcnt was greatly incrcafcd indeed, when he found thofe claims were 
attended to with fuccefs, and that your Majcfly’s law officers w’cre not ordered to proteft or 
defend him ; it is therefore fufficient to ftatc generally to your Majcfly, that claims have been 

advanced 
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iyol nHvancccI againft your mcmorialift and the captors, lo the amount of 300,000!. fcvcral of 
vvJikh have been allowed, and the reft liable Xo be dexided agreeable to the iamc precedent, — 
I'hc fcntcncc of the Lords Commiffioncrs of Appeal having decreed reftitution to the claim- 
ants, not to the amount of the I’ales, but according to the full original value or prime coft, 
with charges, freight, and infurance, the confcquenccs of fuch decrees arc, tliat the reftitution 
awarded, is near three-fourths more than the value received, and the captors thereby made 
liable to pay many thoufand pounds more than the capture. 

Your memorialift further humbly reprefents to your Majcfty, that from his having zeal- 
oufly endeavoured to difcbarge his duty to your Majefty and his country, his private fortune 
is attacked in order to comply with the fcntcncc obtained againft him and the caj>rors, and the 
property which your Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to beftovv on him, as a reward for his long 
and faithful ferviccs, and for the fupport of tliofc honours your Majefty has been gracionny 
pleafed to confer on him, is liable to be wrefted from him by thofc very men, whofc trcafoiw 
able practices he once had the means of proving in the faee of his country: and your ineinr- 
Tlalift, who, on the conclufion of the war, was in hopes, by the bounty of your Majefty, to 
have been enabled to fpend tlie latter end of his life in peace, affluence and dignity, ha«?, ever 
fincc the year 1781, been harrafled by conftant litigations, which has not only filled his mind 
with perpetual foiicitude, but ruined his health and impaired his conftitution^ and tliough, in 
confcquence of your Majefty’s moft gracious and generous gift of the property captured at Sr. 
Euftatius, your mcmoiialift had formed plans and entered into confidcrable engagements for 
the fettlemcnt of his fortune, and the advantageous eftablilhmcnt of his family, yet the lata 
<3ccifions againft him, and thofe which may fflortly follow, (unlcfs prevented) have entirely 
put an end to fuch plealing profpefts ; his engagements are forfeited, and his views fruftrated ; 
tbefe arc confequences which your Majefty cannot fail to perceive muft be prejudicial to your 
memorialift in the higheft degree, and which may poffibly end in the ruin of himfelf and 
family. 

“ In fuch a fituation, your memorialift would be totally deftitute of hope, was it not that he 
has the firmed reliance upon the goodnefs, jufticc and magtianimity of your Majefty; fully 
convinced, that a man who has to the utmoft of his ability and power, during a long and 
adive life, endeavoured to forward your Majefty’s and the general intcrefts of his country, — 
who has at all times chearfully complied with the orders of his fovercign, and cxccuicd them 
in fuch a manner as to receive his royal approbation, will ever meet that fupport, encourage- 
ment, and relief from your Majefty, which his fituation may lay him under the neceffity of 
foliciting from your royal goodnefs. 

Your memorialift therefore, with due fubmiffion^ proftrates himfelf at your royal feet, 
and bcfecches your Majefty will be pleafed to take his cafe into your confideration, and afford 
him fuch proteftion and relief, as muft prevent his falling a facrificc, for having executed that 
duty he owed the beft of Kings and his injured country. 

“ (Signed,) R O D N E Y,” 

On the 151th of December, a very important rnotion was made in ParUament by Sir James 
Lowther, which occafioned a very Jong and intcrefling debate* 1 hat gentleman’s motion was. 
That it fbould be refoivcd by that Houfe, that the war carried on againft the colonics and 
plantations of North America had been incffeflual to tlic purpofes for which it was under” 
taken, of affording proteftion to his Majefty*® loyal fubjefls thcrt% and of defeating the hoftile 
intentions of our confederated enemies j and that it was alfo the opinion of -that Houfe, tiiat 
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iy8i all further attempts to reduce the Americans to obedience, by force, would be inefTeaual, and 
niuft be injurious to this country, by weakening her powers to refift her ancient and confe- 
derated enemies.’^ This nioiion was rejefted by a majority of 22010179. The miniftcr, 
however, had little reafoii to exult in his fuccefs, as it was fufficieiuly apparent, from the 
numbers who voted againft adminiftration, that the uninfluenced fenfe of that Houfe was 
clearly and decifively againft any furthe1^ profccution of the American war. On the 20th of 
the fame month, the Houfe was adjourned to the 22d of January, 1782. 

'rhe French having failed this year in their hoftilc defigns in the Channel, were refoJvcd 
to give the fullcft fupport to thofc which were profecuting clfcwhere. Large reinforcements of 
troops and great quantities ofprovifions, and naval and military ftorcs, were with all diligence 
prepared for the various parts of the, w^orld where the war W'as waging. The convoy was fa 
numerous, and of fuch value and importance, that M. dc Guichen was employed to accompany 
it till out of danger of being intercepted, with twenty of the largcft (hips of the line that could 
be provided, Thefe preparations, however, did not efcape the vigilance of the Bririlh minif- 
try. A ftrong fquadron was difpatchcd under Admiral Kcmpcnfclt, to cut off this convoy, 
the arrival of whicli at the different places of its deftinatlon, would have proved highly inju- 
rious to the Britifh intcrefts in thofc parts. He fell in with it on the i2th of December, and 
the tvanfports having been parted from the men of war by a violent ftorm, he w^as enabled to 
capture above 20 of them; — the want of frigates prevented the taking of many more, Moft 
of the remaining part of the convoy w^as, in confcqucnce, difperfed, and obliged to put back. 
Admiral Kempcnfclt, on reconnoitring the force of the enemy, found it fo fuperior to Lii 
own, as he had but 12 fhips of the line, that he very wifely declined the conteft and withdiew 
into port. The value of the prizes he had taken was very confidcrablc ; they were laden with 
nil kinds of articles requifitc for the land and fea fcrvice, and with all manner of provifions and 
ncccflarics. Near 2000 foldiers and failors were allb made prifoners. But notwithftanding 
the greatnefs of the difappointment to France by the lofs of fuch a material part of this convoy, 
the facility with which, as it was allerted, the whole might have been captured, and the heavy 
blow that would thereby have been given to the enemy, occalloncd no fmajl degree of public 
difeontent. Had a fufficient ftrength been employed, a viSory of the moft decickd confe- 
quence might have been gained; and, inftcad ot part of the convoy, the whole would, pro* 
bably, Jiavc been taken, together with the fleet by which it was accompanied. 

We have already related, that the fpitited exertions of the volunteer affociations of Ireland, 
had occafioncd a juft attention to be paid to the grievances of that kingdom, that fome liberal 
laws in favour of the Irifli trade and commerce were paffed by the Parliament of Great Britain, 
and that the people of Ireland, after having armed for the defence of their country againft 
foreign enemies, wifely rcfolvcd to deliver theinfclves from domcllic evils, and from every 
Ipccics of miniftcrial oppreflion, and to obtain fome important conftitutional reformations. 
They even determined to affert the independence of their own Parliament on that of Great 
Britain ; and iliey repeatedly declared, in public meetings, that no Parliament, but the Par- 
liament of Ireland, was competent to make laws for the government ot that kingdom. 

On the 13th of November, in this year, Mr. Grattan moved lor leave to bring in a bill to 
explain, amend, and limit the mutiny aft ; but this motion was rejefted by a great majority : 
in thort, it appeared that the IrilB Parliament was, fomchow or other, by no means fo dif- 
pofed to promote the conftitutional reformations now in agitation, as the people at large. But 
in confcquencc of the ardor by which the Irilh nation was aftuated, to obtain fome conftitu- 
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j:b)/ fional reformation, in the courfe of this year, in various county meetings, and meetings of 
their armed a /?bc ia c ion the fupremacy of the BritiHi Parliament was denied in public refolu- 
rions. I'licy alio inilruftcd their reprefentatives to exert their utmoft efforts, for the promo* 
tion of every nicafurc that might fend to cftablifli the independence and exclulivc competene>r 
of tlicir own legiflature ; to labour to reftore to the Lords and Commons of Ireland their an * 
cknt right of legiilatiori, by a ilnal extinftion of the unconftitiitional powers of the Privy 
Council, as introduced by Poynings law; to give their llrcnuous fupport to an Iiabeas corpus 
aft ; to provide for the iiiipartial adminirtration of juftice, by fccuring the iiidcpcnJcnce of the 
judges ; to ubolifh all fuch places and penfions as neither rewarded public virtue, nor promot- 
ed public ftrvicc; ami to ufc their Ixjft endeavours to obtain a limited mutiny bill, inftead ol‘ 
the prefent* The zeal and aftivity with wdiicli their alTociations continued to arm and cxci - 
die tlicrnfelvcs, evinced alio their determination to ailert tlicir rights, and enforce their claims, 
jfit lliould be neceflarv, by a mode of application that fhonldnot be difregarcled. 

In the begi|ming of tliis year, a financial novelty appealed, whofe objeft, execution and 
confcqucncc claim ibme degree of attention from us. This was a work entitled, A Trea- 
tife on the Adminlftravion of the Finances of France, vviittcn by Monfjcur Neckcr, Dlrcftor 
General, which w’as laid before the King and cauilJ to l>c printed for the public infpcftlom 
In the memorial which he addrcHed to the French monarch on this occafion, Mr, Ncxkcr 
oblervt’d, that he had been induced to render to bis Majefiy a public account of the fucccL of 
his labouts, and of the aftual flate of the French finances, by the confkkration, that the noto* 
riety and authenticity of fuch an account might tend greatly to promote the welfare of liis Ma- 
jefty’s affairs, Sucli a (latement of accounts, might alfo put every perfon w ho was concerned 
in his Majerty’s councils, in a fituatioii to ftudy and to attend to the ftatc of the finances; a 
fpecits of knowledge important in itfclf, and having cither connettion with or relation to ail 
deliberations of moment. He takes notice, that a principal caufe of the great cicdit of Fn-~ 
land v\as the public notoriety to wdiich the ftate of hor finances was fubmiued ; this account 
was every year prefented to Parliament, and afterw’ards printed ; and tlic money lenders, being 
thus regularly made acquainted with the proportion maintained between the receipts and dif- 
burfements, were not rendered uneafy by tiiofe chimerical fufpicions and fcuis, wliich were 
the infeparablc concomitants of a more difguifed conduft. On the contrary, in France 
Hate of the finances had conftantly been made a matter of myftery ; or, if it was menfioneJ, ir 
was in the preambles of edifts, and always at the moment when there was occafion to boirow. 

It was, therefore, a matter of great moment to fix the public confidence on a more folid balls . 
The fovcrcign of fuch a kingdom as France, might always, at his pleafurc, maintain the ba- 
lance between his ordinary cxjKnces and revenues. The diminution of the former, ever le* 
conded by the public wifii, was in his own hands ; and, when circumftanccs required it, tlu; 
augmentation of impofts was fubmitted to his power. But the moft dangerous, as well a ^ 
the moft unjuft of all refourccs, was that of fecking temporary aids in a blind confidence, 
and engaging for loans, without having, either by an augmentation of the revenue, or by 
a retrenchment of cxpenccs, provided for the intcrefts. Such an adminiilration, by procral* 
tinatirig the moment of embarraffment, only cncreafcd the evil, and made further advances in 
undermining the precipice ; whilft a different conduft, more fimplc and more liberal, would 
multiply the icfourccs of the fovereign, and perpetually reflrain him from every fpecies of in*- 
juftice. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Ncckcr divided his account of the French finances into three parts* 'Fhe firfl concern- 
ing the aftuai Hate of the finances, and all the opcratioris wliicli related to the Royal Treafury, 
and to public credit ; the fccond was intended to unfold the operations which had united im- 
portant mealurcs of cjcconoiny with great advantages in goverainent; and in the third, he gives 
an account of fonae dilpofitions and regulations which had lately taken place, and which liad 
for their ol)Je£l the general w'clfare of iht people and the welfare of the flatc* In the latter part 
of this work, Mr. Ncckcr exprcfles his regret, in very lliong terms, that, in confequence of 
the commencement of the war, the introduAion of reformations,, and the promotion of axo- 
nomy, had not been produftivc of all tJiofc beneficial effeds to the people, which they might 
have received from them, if peace had been continued. Had no war broken out, many of the 
burtlicns might have been lightened, their taxes might have been reduced, the national debt 
iefrened, canals opened, trade piomotcd and extended, new and ufeful cflablifhmcnts founded 
in llic kingdom, and vauous blctlings communicated to the nation. 

d'his fplendid theoiy, however, has not anfwcrcd to the views of the writer, or the cxpcc- 
tauons of the people for Nvliofc nfe, inflruftioii, and, as fomc have thougnt, for whofc decep- 
tion it was written. 'Flic hoallccl rcfources of France have not yet difeovered thcrnfclvc.s , nor 
have the cflbrrs of public freonorny given the promifed credit or plenty to the Exchequer of 
that kingdom. Experience refufes to fulfil the prediftions of Mr. Necker. W’hllc the credit 
of France i$ feeble and ianguifliing,' that of Great* Britain is acquiring new energy, and cni" 
bracing new objefts. 

The prefent ll;ate of Geneva, as it produced feme commercial proje«fls which will be here- 
after dated in this work, cannot be paflfed by without fume particular notice. That icpublic, 
which had long enjoyed a great degree of tranquillity and liappinefs, was now' unfortunately 
involved in much civil difeord, in confequence of very violent difputes of the inhabitants, 
which had taken place between the aiillocratical and dcmocraiical parties. Some of the ina- 
piftrates and leading men ot the republic, appeared much inclined to encroach upon the liber- 
ties of the common people, w ho, on their pare, difeovered a determined refolutiori to oppofe 
i very attempt of tiiis kind, 'J'hcfe difputes occalioncd fo me interference of the cantons of 
Zurich and Bern, as well as of the court of France ; l>ut this intcrpolitiun ferved only to in- 
creafe the domcllic troubles of the republic. It was the aiillocratical party that appears to liavc 
licen mod favoured by the coint of France. 

In the courfc of this year, a letter was lent to tlic Magniikocs of Geneva, by M. do Ver- 
gennes, in the name of the King of France, expiclfing his difiatlsfuftion that the cantons of 
Zuricli and Bern wcic not difpofed to concur with him in fentiment, either on the ncccllity 
of a fpeedy pacification, or the means of procuring it. His Majefty, therefore, declared, tiiat 
he Ihould leave to the cantons of Zurich and Bern the care of rcflorii^g peace to the rcpuldic of 
(niRna; at the fame time, cautioning thofc cantons, not to conlcnt to any rcfolution, which 
might deprave die nature of the government of (Geneva, by turning it into a confufed demo- 
cracy. This would be an innovation, that his Majefty was inttrefled in preventing. I'lic 
1* leuch monarch alfo acquainted them^ that he would take all the orders of the date ot Geneva 
under his protedion ; and that if any one ibould attempt any thing agalnft the life or liberty of 
any inhabitant of the icpul)Iic, and the government ihould tail to employ the ncceffary means 
topunifh fuch ofllnder, the King would take that care tiponhimfclf; as alfo of redoring 
Mhoug them good eider, fpeedily, and by all means which his power could command. ' Theie 
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1781 royal menaces, joined to the internal diflurbanccs of the Republic, could not but convey very 
alarming apprehenfions to the friends of its freedom and independence. 

A general meeting of the Proprietors of Bank Stock was held at the Bank, in the month of 
September, to determine by ballot if it was the fenfc of the proprietors to increafe their divi- 
dend one-half per cent, which was carried, and raifed the dividend to fix per cent. On the 
day following, the proprietors held another general meeting, to confirm the ballot of the pre- 
ceding day, and alfo to make a call of eight per cent, on the capital flock of the company, 
which was agreed to, and to be paid in as follows : 

1 Per cent, on the nineteenth of Oftober. 

a Per cent on the twentieth of December. 

2 Per cent, on the fcventccnth of January. 

3 Per cent, on the fifteenth of Februar)^ 

8 Per ccnt.,||hich made an increafe to tlielr capital flock of — 862,400 

~ Former capital, ~ 10,780,000 

Encreafed capital flock, 1 1,642,400 

The following is a correft account of the number of houfes in certain towns, laid before the 


Houfc of Commons, in this year, by the tax office. 


Tewns. 

Houfes, 

Towns, 

Houfes. 

Exeter, — 

1.474 

Kcwcaftle, — 

2 , 2 ig 

Plymouth, — 

1,510 

Briftol, ~ 

3.247 

York, — 

2 ,a 8 s 

Bath, - — 

*.'73 

Hull, ~ 

J, 37 o 

Ipfwich, ~ 

1,244 

Sheffield, •— 

2,022 

Birmingham, — 

2,291 

LWerpooI, — 

3.974 

Cambridge, — 

*.92,5 

Manchefter, ~ 

2 . 5*9 

Oxford, — 

2,316 

Norwich, — 

2,302 

Dover, — 

*.*93 

Lynn, — 

662 

Nottingham, — 

*.533 

Yarmouth, — 

682 

Northampton, — 

706 

Shrewibury, — 

904 



The following report of the late Board of Trade 

is ably drawn up, anWonveys 

much ill- 


formation relative to the linen manufafturc. From its date it ftiould have found a place under 
the preceding year ; bat wc fhould not think ourfclvcs juftified in wiih-holding it merely ou 
that account. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council ap- 
pointed to confidcr tlic Irish Bills. 

LprJii 

** Your lordlhips having been plcafcd, by your order of the 6th inftant, to refer to us a bill, 
lately tranfmitted from Ireland, intitlcd, An Aft for granting Bounties on the Export of 
the Linen and Hempen Manufafturcs of this Kingdom, therein enumerated ; and for repeal- 
ing the Bounties on Flax Seed imported, and for encouraging the Growth thereof in this 
Kingdom and having required us to report, how far the provifions of the faid bill may af- 

feft 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE* 389 

i;8i fe£l the lincA trade of this kii^gdom, we forthwith proceeded to take the fame lato oor conli- 
deration accordingly. 

“ Finding, however, that it would be ncccflary to feck for much information, not con- 
tained in any papers tranfmitted to us, we defired the attendance of fevcral refpcftable mer- 
chants intercflcd in the general export trade, and in the linen manufaftures of Manchefter and 
Scotland, as alfo of fomc principal fadtor^ concerned in the imports and exports of Irilli linens, 
and of other perfons converfant in the extenfive fubjedt before us. In the refult, we now beg 
leave to report to your lordfliips. 

That thofc claufcs in the bill which repeal certain bounties now payable on imported flax 
feed or linfeed, arid apply the average annual amount thereof to encourage the growth of flax 
feed and hemp feed in Ireland, cannot affedt the interefts of the linen trade of this kingdom, 
and are, fo far as bounties may in any cafe be expedient, wifely and providently applied by 
thefe new provifions, to promote the intcreft of the Irifh linen trade. 

The value of flax feed annually imported into Ireland was, in 1773, eftimated at from 
60, cool, to 8o,oooI. exclufivc of this great cxpencc, it is the evident interffl: of that kingdom 
to give every rcafonablc encouragement to the internal produce of materials on which herftaplc 
nunufadlurc depends, and to which her foil and climate are peculiarly fuitablc *, and the truft- 
ing to her foreign importation for the fupply of flax feed, is more efpecially ineligible, as the 
Iced fo imported is faid not to be fo good and fo certain, as that which is raifed by the Irifh 
culture. 

“ It is confiftent with the fame reafoning, and ccjtially unconnected with any fpedal interefts 
of our linen trade, that the bill impofes a duty of 6d. per gallon on imported linfeed oil, which 
is chiefly imported from Holland, and applies the produce in aid of the new bounty above- 
mentioned. A.nd here we ft>all take occafion toobferve, that fuch farther duties as are impol- 
cd by the bill for the farther purpofes therein fpcciticd, cannot come within the import of your 
lordfhips general queftion refpeCting our linen trade; for they conflft in an additional charge 
of five per cent, on the produce of all impoft, excife, and cuftoms inwards, except on tobacco, 
fugar, hops, and the produce of the Britifli colonics in America, the Weft Indies, or the fet- 
llcments in Africa, whereon any duties may be impofed, or altered, during the prefent feftiou 
of Pariiament, and except alfo on any Britifli hops or fugars. 

“ We prtfume, then, that we hare done riglit in confining our attention and inquiries to 
the rtmaiiiing provifions of the bill, by which bounties arc given to certain fpecics of Irifli 
linens expoiflw to Africa, America, Spain, Portugal, Cnbraltar, and Minorca; and alfo to 
Irifli made fail cloth exported to any place except Great Biitain. 

** In examining thefe bounties, we found them in moll rcTpcfts fimilar to the bounties 
granted in Great Britain upon the exportation of Britifli or Irifli linens* There is fomc finail 
difference with regard to linens of 5d. per yard, which arc fo ftated in the Irifli bill, in order to 
anfwer ours of 5d* Englifli money, inftcad of being put at 5d* the proportion in Irifli 
money; in confcqucnce of which, the bounty given in Ireland is, in a flight degree, higher 
than it is in Great Britain. There is, however, a difference much more material in the bounty 
on fail cloth, winch, in the Irifh bill, at fi^d. upon every three ells, although in England it 
is only id* per elJ. In other paiticulais we do not obferve any difference, except in the deno- 
mination of money, for the purpofe of equalizing the fevcral bounties, rcfpeaivcly, to the 
proportions pf what are given in this kingdom. 


la 
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Til taking a review of the laft-mentioiied bounties, which,* on the average, arc about 
percent, in favour of low-priced linens exported, it may not he immatciial to llatc to yowv 
.lortllhij)S the manner in which the Britilh bounties have operated in favour of the Inlh manu- 
facture. The fid! bounties on linen exported took jdacc in i743> and the export from ling* 
land, of Irifh linen, intitlcd to bounty, w^as, lardi. 

In 1743, — — ♦ 40,907 

1753* — — 1-039-^^67 

ij6i. 2,588,564 

1773, 2,832,246 

This increafe has been aided alfo by accumulated duties on the import of foicign linens 
into this kingdom, notwithdanding that fucli duties arc faid to have operated to the prejudice 
of our own wmoilcn trade, by inducing foreign powers to lay reciprocal burdens and rellric* 
tlous on our woollen manufaftiircs. The confcquence, however, has been, with rcj'pcfl to 
the Ir’iili daple, that the general import of Irifh linens has alfo been increafed very greatly , 
for, tlie Irilh linens imported into London, and tlie out-porls, wxre, 


^743* 


6,418.375 

17,876,617 


Incrcafc, 


11,458,24: 


That this may be attributed to the fyftcm of bounties and duties, rather than tlic general 
incrcafe of our trade, will iufficiemly appear from the proportionable dee real e in the import 
and export of foreign linens, compared at the fame periods. 

“ Foreign linens imported into London and the out-ports, were, 

£//s. 

In 1743, 187584,503 

^ 773 ^ 8,954,649 


Decreafe, 


,9,62 9,^854 


Foreign linens exported from London and the out-ports, were, 

ElhM 

In 1743, 9,894,837 

1773. 4-3^5-276 


Decreafe, 


5-509-561 


In order to flicw further the importance of this confidcraiion between the tw'o kingdoms 
it deferves remark, that the total value of Hnen cloth expoitcd from Ireland w’as, 

c 

In 1741, ' 455 o?'5i6 

1751, 7 . 5 '-993 

1762, 503,258 

1771, 1,691,787 

And it is eftlmatcc!, tliat about i-Sths ■of that whole extort is A-iit to Gicat Britain. 

2 “ Having 
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i;8i Having obfcrvcd, that our fyllcm of linen bounties and linen duties, (though poffiblr^ 
in a lew cafes, exceptionai>lc in the great fcalc of commercial policy,) has proved an effential 
cncourrigcmcnl to the Irilh llaplc, wx think it right to add, that it has alfo been the means of 
forcing forwards an cxtenlive linen manufaflure in this kingdom, though flruggiing under a 
great difaJvantage as to the growth and fupply of the raw materiaL 


The export of Britilh linen, intiilet! to bounty, was, Tard^^ 

In 1743, S2>779 

’753» 641,510 

176-5, 2,308,310 

* 773 ’ ' 


The incrcafe in the export:; of Jhitifh and liifli linens, not intitled to bounty, has, dur- 
ing the periods abovc-mcnrion'“cl, liecn nearly as great in value, though not in quantity; and 
lia^bc'cn mucii promoted by the duties on foreign linens, which, when exported, leave behind 
a ci rtain part of the duties paid on importation, and arc fubjed to other cuftom-houfc charges; 
i'ij that, before they can he rc^jhipped, llicrc is a difadvantage againft the foreign mauufaftarcr, 
equivalent from 5 to 6 per cent* 

On rhclc fafts your lordlhips will obferve, that Fniglaiid is the principal matket for Trilli 
linens, to the annual amount in value of more than one million fterling; and that fo large a 
fum is paid by tliis kingdom, not fo much for export, as for her own internal confumption, 
at haft 4-5ths of the whole quantity of imported IiiOi linens, and thofe of the higheft price, 
being confuincd in England. The other i-5thonly is exported; your lordfliips will fee, then, 
that heland has a folid and permanent market for her linen at prefent, w’hcncc fhc draws 
fpeedy and certain payme-nts, and. is thereby enabled to make large returns. And. confc- 
qucnrly, the export of i-5th to the places fpccificd in the bill, and the rcfulting advantages of 
that export, in a general cxteihion oftrade, muft be the objeft of the prefent bill. The trac- 
ing how this may operate i»i Ireland, will bed lead us to the probable c/refls of the meafurc on 
tl'ic lincti trade of this kingdom, and thereby enable us to throw fomc light oii your iorJihips 
enquiry. 

From a comparlfon of what has been dated to us by different gentlemen, wliofe evidence 
we have taken, it docs nor appear, that the average expcncc of freight, commifTion, wa c- 
boufing, wharfage, and other incidents attending the import of Irilh linen into Biiii’h ports, 
in ordi.r to its, export from thence, ought to be edimated at iefs tlian 5! percent, "i'lic boun- 
ties, ihercfolj||K)cing equalized in the two kingdoms, Ireland will he able to export this article, 
undci the new opening given to her trade, to an advantage over the Englifli exporter, cqua! 
to 5! per cent* 

This advantage will, for a certain period, be much countcrbabaiiccd by the long credits 
wh.ich will he ncccilai y m the markets to which ihe mud go ; by the uncertain returns from 
thefe markets ; by the difficulties of fuddeuly diverting any trade from its accudomed channel . 
and alfo bv the inability of tire Irilh merchants to fend full and w^cll-affortcd cargoes, luch a^ 
arc fent from England, atid wdrich include India goods, foreign linens, and the various articles 
of maiuifaflarc to be coHcdlcd from Manchefler, Birmingham, Sheffield, Norwich, and elfe- 
where. All thefe embarraffments arc likely to bear hard on tlic bril adventurers ; but means of 
jalliating thefc will gradually be found; and it mud be expedleJ, that an cxifting operative 
advantage, in favom ot any branch of trade, will ultimatedy effeduate its eftablilhmcnr. 

Under 
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^781 Under tliefc confiderations we fee, with fomc regret, an experiment tending to interrupt’ 
and hazard a great branch of commercial intercourfe between the two countries, which has 
been highly and reciprocally advantageous. We arc convinced too, that this new fpeculation^ 
fo far as it fuccccds, will operate to the diminution of our export trade, —to the diminution 
,aIfo of the returns for that trade; and, confequeatly, to the prejudice of our navigation, and 
of the commercial intcrefts in general ; but wc*cannot think that fuch mifehiefs arc fuddenly 
to be expefted to any coulidcrablc extent. 

If, however, contrary to thefe rcafonings, fuch a revuHion of trade Ihould take place, it 
may be well to have forefeen and confidered how far Great Britain would have feme remedy 
within her own reach. The foreign manufafturers, notwithftanding the difadvantages under 
wliich they labour by the operation of our bounties and duties, wdiich amount, in their average 
t ffeft, to near 15 per cent, have been able to preferve fomc degree of competition, efpccialiy in 
the fme linens ; a fmall reduftion therefore in thofe duties would, in the event fuppofed, en- 
able this kingdom to fupply herfcif with linens as cheap as ever, and with advantage to the 
revenue. It might probably, too, obtain in return a larger confumptioa of woollen manufac- 
tures and other goods upon the continent of Europe. 

If, however, the fiift effeft of the bill in queftion fliould tend to raife the price of the 
Irifh linen, which it probably may, and which we arc alTurcd has already happcind in fomc 
degree, it may be expefted, that a larger importation of foreign linens will at once take place 
without any lowering the duties ; and this will more particularly happen in the inftance of 
foreign linens imported for home confumption, if, by the direfl: export of low-priced linens 
from Ireland, the Iriih drapers fhould no longer be able to make fuitable affortraents for the 
Englifli market. 

The confcqucnce would be, that the import of Irifh linens in general would be confider- 
ably dimiiiilhed, and thofc concerned in the fine branch of the manufafture would 1‘uiFcr in 
their bufinefs. Another confcqucncc would be, if itfhould be thought expedient to continue 
the bounties, as at prefent, that the demand from the Britifli manufaftures incrcafing much, 
their produce wmuld alfo incrcafc in proportion ; for it deferves remark, that, though this king- 
dom carries on her linen trade, fubjeft to great and irremovcable difadvantages, fiie is fuppofed 
at prefent to matiufafture more linens than are exported from Ireland, and is therefore in that 
improved ftatc of thebufinefs, which can furnifh a quick fupply to any fudden deficiency or 
incrcafed demand. 

Upon the whole view of the meafurc before us, we are notcalied upon to form an opi- 
nion, how far its fudden adoption, though favourable to the intcrefts of the Dublin faftors, 
and calculated to accelerate and extend the benefits of the North America and Weft India 
commerce now open to Ireland, is likely to promote the incrcafc andfecurity of the Irifh ftaple 
manufafture^ With refpeft to the operations of that meafurc on the linen trade of this king- 
dom, it is neceflary to advert to the ftatc both of our exports and of our manufaftures ; and, 
with regard to the firft, we fobmit to your lordfllips, that, as far as thedireft export of linen 
from Ireland may take place in confequcncc of the bounty now propofed by Ireland, in fo 
much will our exports be afFtfted, and the detriment rcfulting to our general trade from that 
circumftaacc, will be incrcafed by the returns made for fuch exports, and by all the collateral 
confcquences of a pioportionabic transfer of our navigation and general commerce to the porrs 
of Ireland. With refpeft, however, to the operation on our linen manufafturcs, wc think 

Ibcm much more likely to be promoted than injured fay it ^ and wc trull, for the rcafous which 

wc 
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;7Si \vc linvc already detailed to yoiiv lordiliips, thattlie latter' dfcft may he expefteJ fiom this 
bill, and that the former will not Ipccdlly take place to any confidcrable extent. 

“ We ought, before we dole this report, to take notice of that part of tlie bill wliich ex- 
tends the bounty to the exported cheeked linens, of which our annual exportation from Loii- 
don and llie ouNports, is at prcic»\t to the amount of i20,oool. This valuable branch of trade, 
wliicdi is cbictly fupplied at prclcnt by Tvlanchcflcr, is certainly liable to be afiefted bv tlic 
bounty now propofeJ in Irclaiid; — it lias hitherto been fupported by the \ic;our and cntcr- 
priiing fpifiv of our nianufailurers, though under the difadvantage of either purchafng the raw 
material ficm Ireland, where it is fubjcfl to a duty upon exportation, or from Embden, Ham- 
])iirf»h, and other places, whcic it is fold ai a high price, Itis cafy, however, to forclcc, that 
licland, having the material and the export, mull gradually and ultimately Ijavc gained ground 
in this branch oftrade, even without tlic bounty ; and yet with that' advantage it may be doubt- 
ed wlictbcr ihe will fuddciRly furmountthc various cmbarrafTments, which llic has to encounter;, 
and which we have already deferibed to your lorddiips. 

(Signed), Catilisle, 

C. F. Grevillf, 

William Er)ETs% 

Andrew Stuart, 

<. * E. Gibbon. 

1 liC quantity of ilucn exported from Ireland to every country, cxcluiive of Great Britaii:, 
dlilinvudhing each country for the year, ending the 25th of March, 1781. 


Turds* 

Fail: Country, *— — 29,612 

Holland, — — - — - 67,826 

Spain* and Portugal, 108,215 

America, . — — — 288,97:5 

'Weil Indies, ~ 142,099 


quantify of linen yarnx’xporlcd this fame year to Great Britain, was 37,202 hundred 
'Vwinfnt, value 223,21 

d'hc export of fj izc from Ireland, during this year, was modly to America, rit»J nmoimteJ 
to t)o more than 1779 yards. 

Of old drapevv, there was imported from Great Britain to Iicland in ibis year 32(),57S varJi:* 
Ci new duq'cry 433,198 yards. 

It npj»cars from the Cullom-houfc books, that there was no exportation of liiks or mixtures 
of Idks from Ireland, till the year 1781, when theie was exporud of tiiofc aniclcs as follows : 


Ribbands . 13 8 

Manufaflured fdk, — 43 ^ 3 x 


Thrown, dyed, —— 2^ o 

Ko cotton yarn, manufadlures and mixtures of cotton were exported from Ireland previous 
to this year, when the exports were as follows : Cotton, 239 pounds weight , manufedures 
and mixtures of cotton, to the value of 157^ 7 ^* » fudians, 1,10b vauls, 

I'hcrc were alfo exported from Ireland, dining tins year, hardware to the value of i6i. 3s. ; 
ironmongers w'arc to the amount of 253I, 6s. 3d. ; and 25 hundred weight ol wrought iron. 

VoLyiV. 3^ 
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J781 The export of glals # 5 *am» Ireland, in 1781, was as follows: 1,892 dozen of bottles; and' 
glafs ware to the value of 35L 8s. lod. There was no export of glafs from Ireland previous to 
the year 1780. 

Importation of ftockings into Ireland in this year. 

Pairs. 

Cotton ftockings, ~ ^ 7*338' 

Silk ditto, ■ — • 431 

Silk and thread,. — — . — 24. 

Silk and worfted, — - 228 

Thread, — . 2t9,655 

Woollen, ^ — 331 

Worfted, — . 

Exportation of ftockings from Ireland in the fame period. , 

Thread ftockings, — 432 dozen, 4 parr. 

Woollen, - — ^ 297 dozen, u pair. 

Worfted, — ■ 1**43 «Jc)Zcn, i pair^ 

The number of hats exported from Ireland in this year, amounted to 1,404. 

The importation of upholftery into Ireland, in 1781, was to the value of 4,805!. 13s. id. ; 
export of ditto, in the fame year, was^to the amount of 1 13I. 6s. 8d. 

The quantity of books and paper exported from Ireland in one year, ending at the 25th of 
March, 1781, was as follows : books, bound, to the value of il* 19s. 6d. ; and I5cwt. 3 qrs. 
14 lb. weight of books unbound : writing paper, 22 reams. 

In this year, 147 bounty vcffels were at the fiftiery in Lough Swilly, which is die principal 
herring ftfhery in Ireland : they expended, in the cure of fifli, 1,914 tons of fait ; which fait 
cured in bulk, (allowing 30 maize, or 15,000 filh, to one ton of fait) 57,420 maize.— 
One hundred and fevcntccn vcflels alfo from Liverpool and the Ifle of Man, purchafed cargoes 
in Lough Swilly for their red-herring houfes. They purchafed and royaled, with the fait 
they brought, 49,950 maize or barrels, and paid-i2,487l. 10s. 

c 

The value of the total imports from Great Britain Into Ireland, this year, was 2,432,417 
Whereof the growth, produft, or manufafturc of Great Britain, amounted to 1,486,317 


Remains of foreign, 

Whereof African, American and Afiatic, about 


946,100 

800,000 


Remains of other countries, 


146,100 


In diis year Porftigal prohibited the importation of printed linens from Ireland, and even 
ordered fuch parcels as were then in the Cuftom-houfe to be fent out of the kingdom. 

The Portugoefe make a good deal of common linen, and coarfc kind of table linen for their 
own confumption, nor is their demand for fine linen from other countries confidcrabic. — The 
French white linens imported into Portugal in 1776 and 1777, amounted only to 20,000 
pieces, and the Cambrayas were not fo much : but the chief importation is of narrow Britan- 
nias from Hamburg, amounting in 1777 to near 200,000 pieces : thefc art confumed in the 
Portuguefc colonies i and the manufafturc of Britain and Ireland has not yet rivalled them 
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iySi In cheapnefs. Irlfli linens pay in proportion to tliofc of France as i20 Is to ICO; the Irifh 
being imported as Olanda contrafata^ or counterfeit Hollands, 

An account of goods and meichandizc, being the growth, produft, or manufafture of 
imported into Great Britain, and from thence exported to the kingdom of Ireland, from tlic 
25111 of March, 1780, incluhvc, to the 25th of March, 1781. 


Dunominationsp 

Stained Callico, 

White ditto, 

Muflin, — 

India Silks and Stuffs, 
Drugs, — 

Cinnamon, — 

Cloves, — 


Qll ANTITY, 


VAI^UIr 


Us, 


Tards^ 
I >585 
40 a 

74 > 220 b 


Mace, ~ 
Nutmegs, 
Pepper, •— 

Picnic nto, ' 

Rice, ~ 
Saltpetre, 

China raw Silks, 
Bohea Tea, 
Green ditto, 


L 

396 
80 
12,370 

3 

7.677 

2,929 
971 

X ,()20 

3.588 
3.581 

27 
609 
2.279 
68,429 
12^,450 12 

*55.138 2 


5 

8 

I 

15 

I 

4 

10 

o 

o 

16 
IS 

9 

7 

o 


d. 

o 

o 

8 

o 

9 i: 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

6 

o 

o 

o 


7,323 — 

— 1>943 

— 1,944 

- 7 »i 76 

~ 53^727 

5 SS 

— 85,799 • 

— 102,116 

•— 68,429 — ~- 

— 1,224.506 — - 

- ^ ^ Si 7 >t 27 

rj* China ware is omitted in this account, being confounded with earthen ware from 

England. 

The following is an exafl; account of the w’^oollcn cloth made in the Weft Riding of York- 
fliirc, from March 1780, to March 1781 ; with the amount of the incrcafe from the twelve 
months preceding that period 

Broad cloth, — 102,1 18 pieces, containing 3,099,127 yards ; increafed this year, 7,593 
containing 399,496 yards. 

Narrow cloth, — 98,721 pieces, containing 2,671,397 yards : increafed this year, 1 1,412 pieces, 
containing 100,073 yards. 

In this year above 50,000 tons of iron were imported from Ruflia and Sweden : but tlie 
importation yearly from the former of thefe places, does not exceed 26,000 tons i and from 
tlie latter, 16,000 tons, on an average of the laft twelve years. 

The quantity of indigo imported this year into England from the Eaft Indies, amounted to 
24,317 Ibs^ 

The following quantity of Britilh and Dutch fhipping paffed the Sound, to and from the 
Baltic, during the three following years 


^ 1779 Britilh, 

— 1651 

Dutch, 

— 2075 

1780 Ditto, 

— 1701 

Dittp, 

- 2058 

1781 Ditto, 

•— 2001 

Ditto, 

— 9 

The Britifti fliipping that went to Hamburg, 

and other parts 

of the north, was alfo very 


confidcrablc : but of the 2001 Britilh fhips faid to have palled the Sound in 1781, the real 
amount was not, probably, much above 1000 ; the guatcr part having made two voyages. 

3 D 2 The 



AN HtSTORJCAL AND CHRONOLOGtCAL DEDUCTION 

A. 

i/Sl Tlic iiitcrccprion of the large fleet under the convoy of Adniiral Zoutman, and the fnhfc- 
cjut nl blockade of ilic Dutch ports, fuificicntly neconius for the ap|;>arent amiihiiaiion of ilic 
trade of Holland to the Hahic duiing this vear i tla- uf'ulr d powers, confequentiv, reaped con- 
fulci able advantages from this clrcuinllancc ; as they, by tl)!*; means, became the princi *0! car- 
riers in the Dutch and French commerce. Many of tlie Dutch merchantmen vveiU alfo nnJer 
Imperial, SweJllli, Pruirian, RulTian, or Danifh colours ; am! fame Enghllt ihios dnl the fame, 
by which they faved conrKlend>ly in the premium of iafurance. 

The number of fliips employed from Englaiid in the whalt-finicry to Davis’s ftraits and the 
Greenland feas, during the courfc of tiiis year, amounted to 34; the bouniy at 40s. per tc.)]). — 
In coiifequeiice of the war, the Dutch had no Ihips on that tilhcry. 

An account of corn and graiit exported from, and iiiiportCvl into England an 1 Sc >tland. 
EXPORTED. * lA/P 0 R T E D. 


1781. 

Brltl/h 

Foreign 

1781. 

ur; 

Ekcland. 

Sip. 

J^rs. 

England. 


Wheat, — 

2,294 

1,726 

Wheat, — 

I 43 C 72 

Wheat Flour, &c. 

86,045 

3 ’S 3 f^ 

Wheat Flour, 

15,924 

Rye, - 

2,550 


Rye, — . 

> 0,743 

Barley, — 

21,711 

— 

Barley, — 

56 

— 

107,928 * 

— 


— 

Oats, — 

7,992 

18,215 

Oats, — 

55 C 02 

Oatmeal, ‘ •— 

8,563 

116 

Oatmeal, — 

3' 7 

Beans, — * 

15,248 

430 

Beans, ■— 

3.244 

Peas, — 

2,826 

290 

Peas, — 

14,508 

Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Wheat, — 

82 

— 

Wheat Flour, 

•— 99 

Mdicat Flour, 

9 ' 33 ^> 

— 

Oats, — 

53.576 

Barley and Bear, 

15,588 

— 



Barley Meal, ~ 

199 

— 



Barley hulled, — 

82 

— 



Malt, — 

5,040 

— 



Oats, — 

1,171 

— 



Oatmeal, 

5,660 

— 



Peas and Beans, 

550 

— 




evst. qrs. 

lb. 


eu'i. qr.t. 

Bifeuit, — 

6,383 I 

0 

Bifeuit, — - 

43 0 27 


The bounties and drawbacks on corn and grain exported from England in this year, amoan- 
ted to 26,663!. I3fi, old. 

The amount of tlic bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, duritig the fimc 
period, was 9i^- 

The duties on corn imported into England, was 4,275!. 4s. (jd. ; and, in Scotland, they 
amounted to 447 1. 6s. 3|d. 

7'lie average prices of corn in England and Wales, by rlic flandard Winchcller builicl, for 
this year, was as follows 

Wheat, 5s. 7d. ; rye, 35. 4j:ch ; barley, as. i{d, ; oats, is. 8’d. ; beans, as. jOid. 


The 
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ic funds during this year, with the liighcft :uid 


The following arc the variations of the publ 
lowcll prices arranged oppofite to each month 


j aim ary, 

l’\*l)ruary, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

J 

Avigufl, 
Septernh. 
Oftol)cr, 
No VC nib. 
Deco mb. 


P.nii: 
Skj, C‘. 

ric^i 

I 

I 10;^ J 

I I 05 i 

f u:-’ 

t tOI)^ 

J 

l 

r‘-.c 

1 1 1 0--; 


i ? /’<» j ^ / rr* } p. ^p r 

j j i Hi. Z>., 

I rrau: I 7 j:.C - 17 *;^ i 1-77 


,./s !r ' -r; 

siVy) 


rP 


1 1 


O' 


1 1 1., 
i »Hi 
I " 3 ^ 
f >‘ 4 : 
l ''.C 
f J '9 
I "3 
i >n’ 

I 

J "3 
I ’074 

I »ii.< 

I no 


,3H'37:r 
1-57 1 Ip' 
1.5 7 J 

',58 iss^ 

' 57 ;:s 8 ?' 
158 ;58i 
,5p,57:' 
58 .'. 5^>:- 
iS7-.C58; 
,581 .57’. 
:57r57s 

PV^.» •)7a 
: 57i,5'Ji 
iS7C57 
i57]!5^i 
'551:5^.! 

•ss'/ss: 

158; 

■S4ii,55;- 

i57C57i- 

'.S^li.S7i 


55 ; 

55 




i/ 4 


55: 


57 

5^1169^ 

.57 C 7-.; 
5^>i-j7o,; 
59 I7M 
57i.7ii' 
58C75.; 
,58.;;72f 
.S "‘. ^4 
i58;;:?3:- 

, '■/rt f ^ f 

; >9~ ■ /4» 

' — — i 7 

! / .-5 4 

57;^ 74 
574 73h 
57 -■ 

57 -V 
.57 » 


74 

7 . 3 ', 

' 73 .; 


56 


.15^173; 

? 58 173 ; 

;54;'5''’'.'.7o; 

5f> 157; '73 
155' .55:':7oJ 
j 5 ^^l'S 7 V 72 ;- 
15 ^; S 7 ji 7 n- 


^rlun. 


-I 5 .V 
iU J- 

• 7 .V 


177 'i 

1 1 ^ 


1 w( .i 

Oi.l 

.V.</ 
iV ■■‘LI* 

i pc*- 

rt. J-i 

India 

JnM i 

jrdia 

Kav 

.7v«. 


i ; -.1 

at'),K. 

yinn. 

i ■ " 



i 58 " 

i ’ ~ 

'55 

' 54 ; 

148 '. 

1.554 

14 s. pr. 

'3lh 

! 54 f 

S4; 

, 53 ; 

'457 

'544 

3 

11 ? — 


X 1 ; 


1 i . 

nUU'' i554 
h/„; 54!-.5.C 
iaU, 6 o}- 5 ;'- 


ic; 

ni- 

•74 

> 7 ;\ 

l 7 .’--r 




' 1 O i 

; » I f, . 3 / b 

7 


/ fr 


>7 

1 9-:- : 

li.).;. i 

c>i I 

''■’r ; 
I 6 IC 

*f>!C 


n' 

n?; 

12 | 

: 12 V 


.54;in8 I54J 

54Ci4(>i,S4i 

. .50; i 1551157;: 

sr>;;: 55!.55'ri47 !?4;. 

57 •» I *48 j 541 

S'>1| * 44 ; ! 54 I 
. 1474 

57 .’4' 58; i— I144 

58;-'S'<;|585-;i4Si 
.57;,58.1|57.| 143.; 

58 :.5'V| iS8i-;i4S 


n.sl— 157« 
n;-,!57.;!58:r 


4 

I 

s 


par. 


0 

S7i .S7‘ 


, r .3 

*> • -r ! ^ •!' 

57r S7^ 
5 / IS''*;,] 
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"riic following bills relative to trade and commerce received the royal aficnt in the fclbon of 
Parliament which commenced on .November i, 17 S 0 , and was prorogued on the iSth of Jnlv, 
1781 : 

A bill for tlic better fupply of mariners to ferve in his Majcily’s fliips of war, and on board 
mcrchant'-Hups, 

For extending the provillons of three afls made in the 18 th, igtii, and 20 tl: years of his 
prelcnt Majeity’s reign, with vcfpcCt to bringing prize-goods into this kingdom ; to pii/.cs 
taken Iroin tlie Statcs-Circncral of the United Provinces; for declaring vvliat gooiis liKiil l’>c 
deemed military or lliip ftorcs ; for regulating the falc of, and afeertaining the dmics upi):i, 
I'-ah India goods, condemned as prize in the port of London ; for permitting the puiciiaiirs of 
]>iizc-goods condemned abroad, to import fuch goods into this kingdom, under the like re- 
gulations and advantages as are granted by law to the captors themfcives ; and ioi reducing 
the duties on foreign pilzc tobacco. 

For the encouragement of fearnen, and the more fpeedy and cfle^lual manning of his Ma^ 
jelly’s navy. 

For further continuing an afl: made in the 19 th year of his prefent Majedv, for allowing 
the importation of fine organzined Italian thrown fiik, in any iiiips or veifels, for a limited 
time. 

For raifing a certain fum by way of annuities and a lottery, and for confolidating certain 
annuities, kc* 


For 
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For repealing the difcounls and abatements upon certain foreign goods, and for granting 
additional duties upon tobacco and fugar imported into Great Jkitaiin 

For granting to his Majclly an additional duty upon the produce of the feveral duties under 
the management of the refpe£livc commilTioncrs of the cxcife in Great Britain. 

To permit the importation of llax and Hax-fced into this kingdom and Ireland, in any fliip 
or veflcl belonging to any kingdom or ftatc in amity with his MajcRy, navigated with forciga 
.mariners, during the prefent hoftilitics. 

For repealing the prefent duties upon paper, pafte-boards, mill-boards, and fcale-boards 
made in Great Britain ; and for granting other duties in lieu thereof. 

For permitting goods the produft or manufaflure of certain places within the Levant 01 
Mediterranean feas, to be imported into Great Britain or Ireland, in Britilh or foreign vefTels, 
from any place wiiatfocver ; and for laying a duty on cotton and cotton wool imported into 
this kingdom, in foreign ftiips or veficls, during the prefent holliliries. 

To permit, during the prefent hoRiliiics, the importation of goods the produce of the plan- 
tations of the crown of Portugal, into Great Britain and Ireland, in Portuguefe vcj 3 |is ; and 
the importation of certain other goods therein mentioned, in any neutral Ihips or vtrols* 

To continue feveral laws relating to the opening and cRablifhing certain free ports in the ifl/indi 
of Jamaica ; for allowing the free importation of fago powder and vermicelli from his Majefty’s 
colonies in North America ; for the flee importation of raw hides and Iklns from Ireland and 
the Britifh plantations in America; for the exportation of provifionc, goods, wares, and mer- 
chandize, to certain places in North America, which arc, or may be under the protedRion of 
his Majefty’s arms ; and fromfuch places, to Great Britain, and other parts of his Majefty’s 
dominions, &cc. 

For continuing and amending an aft made in the laft feffion of Parliament, entitled, ‘‘ An 
aft for appointing and enabling commiffioners to examine, take, and ftatc the public accounts 
of the kingdom ; and to report what balances are in the hands of the accountants, which may 
be applied to the public fcrvice, and what defefts there are in the prefent mode of reviewing, 
collefting, ilTuing, and accounting for public money; and in what more expeditious and 
efFeftual, and Icfs expenlive manner, tlic faid fcrvice can, in future, be regulated and carried 
on for the benefit of the public.’! 

Todireftthe payment into the TLx chequer of the refpeftive balances remaining in the hands 
of feveral perfons therein named, and for indemnifying the faid perfons and their reprefenta- 
tives againft all future claims relating thereto, and for other purpofes therein mentioned. 

For continuing tlie encouragement and reward to perfons making certain difeoveries for 
ftfeertaining the longitude at fca, or making other ufcful difeoveries and improvements in 
navigation, and for making experiments relating thereto. 

For eftablilhi ng an agreement with the Eaft India Company for the payment of the fum of 
.400,000!. for the ufc of the public, for granting the faid Company, for a further term, the 
foie and exclufive trade to and from the Eaft Indies ; and for cllablifliing certain regulations 
for the better management of the faid Company, as well in India as in Europe, and for re- 
cruiting the military forces of the faid Company. 

Alfo a bill for explaining and amending fo much of the aforefaid aft as relates to the admi- 
niftration nj^uftice in Bengal, under a judgment of the Supreme Court of Judicature ; and 
alfo for indiii^nifying the Governor-General and Council of Bengal, and all officers who have 
afted undet|i|||;^ ordors or authority, in reiiftance to the procels of the Supreme Court. 
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Supplies granted by ParHamcnt for this year 
For 90,000 featnen, including 20,317 marines, ordnance, &c. 

For the ordinary of the navy, &c. — 

Towards building and repairing Ihips of war, — 

Towards difeharging the debt of the navy, — 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fervice, &c. 

Ditto for the fca fcrvice, — r-— . 

Ordnance extraordinaries of 1781, 

Ditto of 1780, — 

For compenfation to proprietors of lands near Chatham, ~ 

Ditto of lands near Sheernefs and Gravefend, — 

Ditto of lands at and near Tilbury fort, — 

For 39,666 land-forces, including 4,2^3 invalids, &c, ~ 

For the pay of the general and fiafF- officers, &c. ~ 

r maintaining forces and garrifons out of the kingdom, 
r five Hanoverian battalions ferving at Gibraltar and Minorca^ 

For the charge of 13,472 Heffian troops and fubfidy, ~ 

To make good the deficiencies in fums voted for ditto in 1780,. 

For the charge of 4,300 Brunfwickers, — 

For ditto of two regiments of foot of Hanau and fubfidy, — 

Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, and fubfidy, — 

For ditto of 1,447 troops of the Margrave of Anfpach, &c. ~ 

For a corps of foot of Anhalt Zerbfl, with the fubfidy, &c* — « 

For provifions for the foreign troops ferving in America, ~ 

For artillery for the foreign troops, — ~ 

For the militia, and four regiments of fencibic men in North Britain, 
For the cloathing of the militia, — • ™ — 

For additional militia companies, &c. — 

Ditto of eighty independent companies of foot, — 

T o make g(^od die deficiency on pay of additional companies, of 
militia, in 1780, — — ~ — 

Ditto on the vote for pay of two battalions of Lord John Murray^s 
regiment, in 1780, — 

For extra army cxpcnccs, &cc. not provided for by Parliament, 

On account of the reduced officers of his Majelly’s land forces, &c. 
For allowances to fcvcral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfe-guards, See. — — 

For the charge of out-penfioners of Chclfea Hofpital, See. — - 

To Dr. William Smith, for attendance on the lick and deccafed pri- 
foners in the gaols of Middici'ex, Weftminllcr, and Southwark, for near 
four years, and for ntedicines for their ufe, Sec. •— 

To ihc Levant Company, — — •— 

On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain, 
For repairing, Ac. Britilh forts and fcttlcnients on the coall of Africa, 

Carried over, l 
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Brought over, 

To mnkc good to his iMiijcfly t 1 ie like fum ifflicd by his Majclly’s 
orders, in purluancc of ihcaddielics of the Houle of Commons, 

For the relief of certain American civil odicers, &c. * — 

, I'o ]\Ir. Duncan Campbell, for employing cmivifts in heaving ballaft 

on tlie Thames, 

For the redid' of the fuffjrers by the violent hurricanes in the iflaiid of 
Earbadues, — — — — 

Ditto of the i/land of Jamaica, — — — 

Towards carrying on the buildings at Somerfit I foufe, — 

1 the civil eltablilhmcat of the tilaad of St. John, — 

of CJcorgia, — — _ 

Ditto of Nova Scotia, _ — 

Ditto of Kail: Florida, • — — — 

Ditto of Florida, — — — 

On account of general furveys in North An)crica, — 

'Fovvards rebuilding Newgate, ~ — — 

Towards repairing the King’s-bcndi and Fleet prifbns, which werp fet 

on fire by the rioters in 1780, — r- 

I'o Mr. H. Philips, for his diicovcry of a certain powder for the def- 

Iruftion of infeds, — . 

To fuch perfons whofe Idles by the riots in June 1780, amounted to 
looi. of under, — — — — 

'Fo the Bank for difcounls, and rewards for receiving and padng con- 

l or difeharging tlic prizes of the ioUcry of 1780, — 

I’owards difeharging certain Exc!je(.|uer biiin, with Ijitcrcf!;, 

For difeharging certain other Exchequer bills, — 

For ditto, — — •— 

Ddkicncy in the land-tax, — — — 

DiUo in llic malt-t.ax, — — — 

Ditto of coinage duty, — — 

Ditto of atniuity fund, 17 58, — — — 

Ditf-O of annuity fund, 1778, 

Ditto of annuity fund, 1779, 

Ditto of annuity fund, 1780, — — 

Ditto of w'ays and merjis, 1780, , — — 


r or military fcrviccs, on the vote of credit, 


l‘ota! Supplier, 
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The Ways and Means for raifing the foregoing fupplies. 
Duty on malt, — ~ — 

Land tax at 4s. — — — 

By annuities and lottery, - — — ~ 

By certain furplufles of the finking fund, — — - 

By Exchequer bills, — • — — 

By ditto, ~ — _ 

By ditto, for the Bank charter, « — — 

By money to be paid by the Eaft India Company, — 

By furplus of the a-yths qd cxcifc, — — 

By ditto of the fund for life annuities 18 George 11 . 

By ditto of the fund for life annuities 19 George II. 

].)ifpofcablc money in the Exchequer, — — 

By balances of the late treafurers of the navy and paymafters of 
j||ces, voted 4Cxo,oool. but no more paid into the Exchequer than 
By balance of the account of Sir William Howe, — 

By ditto of tlie account of Mcflrs. Fonnercau and Burrcl, — 
By ditto of the account of Sir William Erfkine, — — — 

By part of the balance of the account of the lat(?Mr. Richardfon, 
By the falc of lands in the ceded iflands, — — • 

By money arifen from the falc of French prizes, - 

By duty on gum Senegal, ^ . 


Vote of credit, — 

Total of Ways and Means, ~ 

Total amount of Supplies granted, 
Total amount of Ways and Means, 

Deficiency of Ways and Means, 

The national debt, up to July 1781, amounted to — 
The annual intcreft of which was, — ~ 

The following additional taxes were impofed this year: — 

Five per cent, on cxcife, except malt, foap, candles and hides, 
Dlfcount of the cuftoms, — 

Tobacco, lijd. per pound, — - — - 

Sugar, one halfpenny per pound, 

Duty on paper, — — ~ — 

Duty on almanacks, — 


7;o»ooo o 


VoL. IV. 


Total of new taxes, 
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A. \\ 

ijdi Review of perpetual taxes, from 177610 1781, incliifivc 

Computed produce per euiHitm, 



TaxCvS. 


Taxes. 

In 1776 

— 73,000 0 0 

In 1779 

0 

0 

0 
c 

q 

CO 

1 

1777 

— 242,000 0 0 

17^0 

701,616 0 0 

1778 

— 336,000 0 0 

• 1781 

814,060 0 0 


7 ’otal of perpetual taxes, 5,, 644,6 76 o o 


An account of the chrillenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, from 
December 10, 1780, to December it, lySi. 

Chriftened, males 8,774 Buried, males 10,499 

— — females 8,252 ---—•females 10,210 


17,026 


20,709 


1782 Of the great variety of Important matter which demands a place in the hlflory of t!ii^ year, 
we fliall begin with a brief ftatement of filch of the parliamentary tranfaftions of it, as bear a 
more immediate relation to our fuhjcA:, 

The ruinous tendency of the American war was now become fo very evident to rlic whole 
nation, and the miniflry appeared fo full of doubt and hefitation as to any future mode of carry- 
ing it on, that it feemed to be abiblutcly ncccfl&ry for the welfare of this country, that Ibruc 
cfFcftual means fhoukl be employed to put an end to fuch a fatal contch. \\ itii this \ ic\v 
General Conw«ny, on the 22d of February, made the following motion in the Iloufc of Com- 
mons, “ That an humble addrefs fliould be prefented to his Majcfly, eariiciUy imploiing his 
.Majefly, that, taking into confiJcration the many and great calamities which had nitcndcd the 
prefent unfortunate war, and the heavy burthens thereby brought on his loyal and affov.^lionato 
people, he would hegracioufly plcafcd to liiicn to the humble prayer and advice of his rasthful 
Commons, that the war on the continent of North America miglit no longer he purfued, for 
the imprafticable purpofc of reducing that country to obedience by force : and cxprelfnig rlu. ir 
hope, that the cavneft defirc and diligent exertion to rcfloie the pul>lic tranquillity, of which 
they had received his Majefly ’s mod gracious affuranccs, might, by an happy rcconciiiarion 
with the revolted colonies, be forwarded and made cffeftual ; to wliich great end his Majclly's 
faithful Commons would be ready mod cheerfully to give their utmod atiilunce.’^ Tiiis mo- 


tion called forth all tiie powers of both parties. The arguments which Iiad aircadv been 
employed on this fuhjcft, were now repeated ; but it evidently appearedj, at the 
debate, that the ftrength of tlie minidry was in a rapid dcclu ^g 'llife addrcL vvas’^H|P^^i-‘d 
by a majority of only one voice : 193 appearing for it, andM^9||‘' 

111 full confidence of obtaining a decided niajorit^^^HH^^Kray renewed his motion on 
the 2.7111 of month, in a fomewhat day, a petition from the 

city of was prefented to the Houfc, foliciting thcHmSPlo interpofe in fuch a manner, 

as Iho'J Iprtfcnt any further profeention of the American war : after which. General Conway 
inoAd, it fhould !)c refolved, that it was the opinion of tliat Moufe, tl)at the further 

' profecutipi of offeniive war on the continent of Nor Hi Ameilca, for the purpofc of reducing 
' ':Hhe revolted colonic:; to obedience, by force, would be the nutans of weakening the cfTortr ol 
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i]}yz t!i;s country a^^ai lift hrr European cncjViics, and tend, under the prefent clrcumflaiices, dau- 
gcroutly to cncrcale the mutual enmity, lb fatal to the* inlcrcilii borli of (jreat iiiitaln and 
m. rica ; ujid, hy jjrcvcntin*^ an happy recfuiciliation with that country, to frullratc the carneft 
ciciire c;racioujly cxprcilecl hy his Majeily to rcltorc the blclTings of public traiK]uillity/* 

Among ether arguiucnls that were hrouglit to prove the prodigious: difadvantage attending 
an Ament. an war, it wasaifejtcd ihat^ upon the clcarefl computation, Trance expended no 
inojc tljan 40!, flei ling for every man file had fen t to the afliftancc of the Americans, while 
< jreat iiiitain paid no lcf> t.han locl. Tdiis great difFc re nee was cnlianced to a moit alunning 
degree, when the difpariry of the numbers maintained by the two comending kingdoms was 
taken into coidideration. At the time of the reduciion of the army ujidcr Lord Cornwalli.s, 
tlic j’criod «at wliich the Trench, troops were iiioft numerous in Aiuerica, tlicy amounted to no 
more than 8000 men, and, at rnJicr times, had not exceeded 501:0; while the Britilh forces on 
the American eilablijhmcnt, liad been paid for at the rate of 70,000. 

M’hc ard'wcis of adminiftratiori were net unaccompanied with ftrong arguments in fupport 
of them, 'i'lic nicafurcs in conrcmnl ^io*! with rcp;atd to America, were reprefented as fouiui- 
edi on the mo'd o)>viou; expediency, ^^’hilc the colonies continue at war with this coururv, it 
would l)c highly imprudent to aft as if we were at peace with tlicm ; it would betrav a timidity 
and a fear of oireruUng them, unworthy the charaftcr oi t!ie Britifli nation, h would e epok: 
11;. to iliclr contempt, and inftcad of accelerating the work of peace, would incline them U) treat 
with hauglitincfs, and to aifumc a llilc of fupciiorlty which would naturally tend to throsv 
tibdrufti ons in the way of that reconciliation which was fo much and fo univeifaljy dcilroJ. — 
Such, it was fald, ought to be the future plan of afting with the Americans, as to convince 
llp-m, that though the Jhiiilh nanon was willing to be reconciled with the colonics, yet it wac> 
fully determiiK'd not to degrade Itfclf, by any mean or unworthy concetlions ; bur, on the 
cmurai, V, to hold out tertns entirely cc»mpatil>ic with Its honour, as well as advantageous to 
them ; and, in the mean lime, topreferve a firm and rdbjute conduit, equally removed from 
pi idc or from tear. 

It was ulfo obrc'rvc<i by a great law officer, that there were fcvcral obhacles to be removed in 
^vidcr to treat of peace w ith America, which the Houfc did not Icem t(.' rccolleft. At that mo- 
jiit'nr, feverai afts of Parliament were in cxillence, which Wf'uk! prove infuperabk* l^ars to fuch 
an attenijit. He, therefore, recoinmciulcd n truce, as a nceeilarv preliminary iU:p, during tlie 
cc>niinuancc of wlilch, the t^nmity, occalloncd by the violence ot the conteh, miglit fubfidc, 
and each party, being at leijurc to confult their real intereOs, luighi, at hngtli, accede to terms 
<‘t' peace ; vvhicl), haviiq:; undergone a ilow and tcinpei.itc diPuniion, might prove more Ijonnm - 
able and advantageous, as well as mote llkclv to h-curc a pr ima i u mj union, than mult- 

ii’ig from fudden overtures and fimilar accjtf’ct*. cnee. He declarcil Iijn intention of brnpeing oi 
a ifill, with the permillion oi the. Houle, toi ihcfe ]'urpo(cs ; and iu’, in conic rpience, moved, 
f hat the prelcnt debate be aduMuni d to the i^’b day of the crdiuiig A'larelt. 1 Ik: Iloule 
divided upon the motion, when theie appeared for it ^15» ‘tnd agnn.ll it ^-34' h> that there was 
a majority of iqagainll the minidry. "i he original motion wa- put and caiiicd williout a di- 
^'i^Jon, T‘hc (jcnera^ immediately followed this motion u »th anntlicr for an addrefs to the 
King, in which his Maiefty was folicited to put a flop (o anv furtlier prolecution of offenfivc 
war againfl the colonies. Tliis was alio agreed to, as wtH as that the addrels iltould he pre- 
fentcil to hisMajcfly by the whole 1 Ionic. 'Thcadduds was accordingly picfciued on the lird, 
of March, when his MajeBy, tn anhver, declared, 'Tliat tliere were no objcfts nearer to 

g li z hh 
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178; hJs heart than the cafe, happinefs, and profperity of his people ; and that the Houfe of Com- 
mons miglit be airarcd, that, in purfuance of their advice, he lliould take fuch meafures, as 
Ihonid appear to him to be moft conducive to the reftoration of harmony between Great Bri- 
tain and her revolted colonics, fo efleatial to the profperity of both ; and that his efforts lliould 
be direfled, in the moft effcSual manner, againft our European enemies, until fuch a peace 
could be obtained, as ihould confift with the interefts and permanent welfare of his kingdoms,'* 

This parliamentary determination againft any further piofecurion of the American war, was 
a moft important event, and diffufed a very confiderable degree of joy throughout the kingdom, 
as it had fuch an evident tendency towards accelerating that peace, which the irflfercfts of the 
nation fo indifpcnfably required ; and as every rank of people were now become weary of that 
unhappy conteft with the colonies, which had been produftivc of nothing but national cala- 
mity and dilgrace, an enormous load of taxes, and an immenfe augmentation of the nation- 
al debt. 

But though the proceedings of the Houfe of Commons, in addreffing his Majefty againft 
any further profecution of the American war, gave very general fatisfaftion, it was thought by 
many, that the royal anfwer was not fuf&cicntly explicit. On this principle, therefore, (ge - 
neral Conway moved, on the 4th of March, ** That an humble addrefs ftiould be prefenteJ 
to his Majefty, to return his Majefty the thanks of that Houfe, for his gracious anfwer to their 
addrefs prefented to him on Friday ihu firft of that month, and for the affuranccs he had been 
pleafed to give them of his intention, in purfuance of the advice of that Houfe, to take fucli 
meafuresas Ihould appear moft conducive to the reftoration ofharmony between Great Britain 
and the revolted Colonies, &c. ; that Houfe being convinced that nothing could, inthepre- 
fent circumftanccs of this country, fo cflcntially promote thofe great objefts of his Majcily's 
paternal care for his people, as the mcafurcs which* his moft faithful Commons had moft hum- 
bly, but caraeftly recommended to tiis Majefty.’* This motion was agreed to, nemlnc centra- 
diccrU\ after which, tlie General made a fccond motion, that it ffiould be rcfolved by that 
Houfe, That after the Iblcnin declaration of the opinion of that Houfe in their addrefs to 
his Majefty, &c, and his Majefty's aflurance, &c. that Houfe would coidider as enemies to 
his Majefty and this country, all thofe who fliould endeavour to fruftrate his Majefty 's paternal 
care for the cafe and happinefs of his people, by advifing, or by any means attempting, the 
further profecution of ofFenfivc war on the continent of North Ameiica, for the purpofe of 
reducing the revolted colonics to obedience by force. 

Notwithftanding the majority which had lately appeared in the Houfe of Commons againft 
the miniftry, they did not difeover any difpofition to refign, To bring matters, however, to 
this ilfue, the members of the oppofition continued to employ the moil vigorous efforts ; and, 
on the 8th of March, a motion was made in the Houfe of Commons, by Lord John Caven- 
difli, that it fhould be rcfolved, That it appeared to that Houfe, that finccthc year 1775» tip- 
wards of one hundred millions of money had been expended on tire army and navy, in a fiuii- 
kfs war;” which was followed up with three other refoliitions. 

Firft, That it appears to this Houfe, that during the above period, we have loft the thir- 
teen colonies of America, which anciently did belong to the crowg of Great Britain, (except 
the ports of New York, Charlcftown and Savannah,) tlie ncwly^ acquired colony of Florida, 
many of our valuable Weft India and other iftands, and thofe few that remain arc in the moft 
imminent danger.” 
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J782 Secondly, That it appears to this Iloufc, that Great Britain is at prcfent engaged in an 
expenfive war with France, Spain and Holland, without a lingic ally,** 

1 hirdly, “ 1 hat it appears to this Houfe, tliat the chief caufe of all thefe misfortunes, is 
want of forefight and ability in his Majefty’s minifters.” 

l*he moving ofthefe refolutions, occafioned one of the warmeft and moft acrimonious de- 
bates that ever took place in the Houfe of Commons. 7 'hc three firft refolutions were felf- 
evident, but the fourth w as of a nature to employ the utmoll powers of both parties in the at- 
tack and defence of it. The Houfe of Commons had not been fo full during thccourfe of 
many ^ars, as on the debating this very intcrefting queftion-: no lefs than 480 members were 
prefent, and at two o*clock in the morning, the Houfe divided on a motion for the order of 
the day, which had been made by the Secretary at War, and which was carried by a majority 
of ten* 

Such an inconfidcrable majority on a queftion of fuch magnitude, and wherein the minif- 
ters were fo dircSly and perfonally attacked, was a kind of llgnal to renew the charge againft 
them : — notice was accordingly given that the motion would be repeated ; and, on the 15th of 
March, a motion was made by Sir John Rous, in which, after reciting the fafts contained in 
the refolutions made on the 8th, it was propofed to refoive, “ That in confidcration thereof, 
tlic Houfe could have no further confidence in the miniflers who had the direftion of public 
rdfairs.** The qucllion was negatived by a majority only of nine. Notice was alfo given at 
the clofe of this dlvillon, that a motion to the fame efFed would be made on the Wednefday 
following. 

On that day, the 20th of March, the Houfe being extremely crouded, Lord Surry was pre- 
paring to make the promifed motion, when Lord North informed the Houfe, as heunderftood 
the motion about to be made was fimilar to one which had been made a few days before, that 
it was become wholly unncccflary, as the adminillration, agaiuil which it was levelled, no 
longer cxifled, the King having coitie to a determination to change his rninifters. He moved, 
in confcqucncc, for an adjournment, that Icifure might be given for tlie new min iflerial ar- 
rangement. 

Previous to the meeting of Parliament after the Chriftmas recefs, there was no very great 
t'xpe£lation formed of any change in the adininiftration ; but, the calamities occafioned by the 
American war, the enormous weight of taxes, and the diminution of the value of landed pro- 
perty, at length awakened the fears of thofc country gentlemen who had generally voted with 
the mlniftry. They faw the dangers to which the nation was cxpofeci, they felt the preiTure of 
the public burthens, and they deferted from the ftandard of adminiftration. The miniflerial 
majorities of courfe began to diminilh, the oppofnion became much iacrcafcd in numbers, 
and a complete revolution in the adminiftration was at length cffctftcd. 

On the 27111 of March, the follow ing arrangements took place in the adminiftration. The 
Marquis of Rockingham was appointed iirft Lord of theTicalury; Lord John Caveridifli 
Chancellor of the Exclicqucr; the Earl of Shdlnnnc and Mr. Fox, Secretaries of State; Ad- 
miral Kcppel, firft Lord of the Admiralty j General Conway, Commander in Chief of the 
Forces, &c. ?ic. 

Such a complete and radical change of his Majefty^s mJnifters, at fuch a moment of general 
diflrefs and alarm, and from whence a new, and as it was hoped, a more fuccefsful plan of 
public mcafurcs would proceed, was followed by a very confiderablc degree of national fatis- 
fiiftion. It was one of thofc important events whicl*^ by giving a acw’^ turn to the operations 
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.1:782 of govcriiincnt, furriilliecl thofe hopes which raifeJ declining and gave aniniation to drooping 
commerce. We, ihcrcfoie, have not gone beyond our proper limits, in tracing the j):ogrv;ls 
of it. 

I'hc ill ft ilep of public confequenctf* taken by the new miniftry, was to remove the caufc of 
thole jcaloiifies that liad fo long lubfifled in Ireland, by procining the repeal of luch afb'. as 
were niofl: oimoxious and oppreiiivc to that kbigdoin . I>ut as the arrangement wlrich after^^ 
wards took place between Great Britain and Ireland, and the new portion in which the Jatici 
avas placed in confequcncc of it, is a great commercial olftefl, we fliall give a brief account of 
what had palled in the filler kingdom previous to tire mcal'uics adopted by the lititilh Tarlia- 
incnt relative to it. 

At a meeting of the rcprcfcntatlvcs of 143 coq->s of volunteers of the province of IHftcr, licld 
lit Duirgatinon on the 15th ot February in this year, it was refolvcd, that a claim of any body 
of men, other than the King, Lords and Commons of Ireland, to make Jaws to bind that king , 
dom, was unconftitutional, illegal, and a grievance; tliat tlie power cxercifod by the Pi ivy 
Councils of both kingdoms, under colour or pretence of the Jaw of Poynings, were unconfti- 
tutional and a grievance ; that a mutiny bill not limited, in point of duration, from feftion ^ 
fctlion, was unconftitutional and a grievance ; and that the ports of that country w\ re, by 
light, open to all foreign countries, not at war with the King; and tliat any burthen then - 
upon, or cbflriuft ion thereto, favc oi!!y by the Parliament of Ireland, was imconft itutioaa!, 
illegal, and a grievance. !t having been afTcrtcd that volunteers, as fnch, could not, with 
propriety debate, or publifli their opinions on political fubjefls, or on the comlui:! of Parlia- 
ment or parliamentary men, they refotved, that a citizen, by learning the ufe of arm?, did not 
abandon any of his civil rights; and they declared, that it was their decided and una!tci:i.i;i: 
determination to feck a red refs of the public grievances, and to ufe all coafiitutional means to 
make fuch their purfuit of redrefs fpeedy and efFcftuak 

One of the moft firm, vigorous, and eloquent aficrtors of the independence of the Pai lia- 
ment of Ireland was Mr, (irattan, and that gentleman, a few days after tiic meeting licld nr 
Dungannon, moved, in the Irilh Houfc of Commons, along andfpirited addrefs to his Ma- 
jcfty, declarative of the rights of Ireland, and aflerting, that no other power but the King, 
Lords and Commons of Ireland were competent to make laws for that kingdom, though tl^ar 
power had been affumed by the Britifh Parliament. This morion, after a long <lcbaU‘, was 
rcjcAcd by a confidcvable majority. This repulfc, however, did not prevent Mr. Grattan from 
continuing to urge his countrymen, with the utnioft ardour, not to dcfirt from their attempts, 
till they had obtained the objeft of their puifuit. 

Such was the ftate of affairs in the fiftcr kingdom, when Mr. Eden, Secretary to the Earl of 
Carlifle, who was juft removed from the vicx-royalty, in favour of the Duke of Portland, arri\ - 
ed in England in confequcncc of the late change of adminiftration* On the 81I1 of April, 
wliich was the firft day of the meeting of Parliament after the rccefs, tliat gentleman brought 
the affairs of Ireland rather unexpciledly before the Houfc. In a fpccch of confidcrable Icngtli, 
he gave an account of thofe tranfaftions which we have already noticed. He alfo remarked, 
that though, in confequence of the afts palLd, in the year 1780, Ireland had emerged fio in 
laws, which, for a length of lime, had fettered all her induflry and commerce, yet the increalc 
of the opulence of the kingdoxii, was not equal to thofe fanguine cxpeftailons, wlaich were en- 
tertained by numbers, amidft the firft dreams of the ottenfive benefits wliich would accorupany 
a free trade ; and, therefore^ they looked back with dread upon the Englilh laws, and rcfolvcd 
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to adcrt tlic inJeptndence of their own Pailiaincnt, \3p0n that of Great Biitain. He avoided 
all enquiry^ whether this waii a qneftion of lighter of power. It had, however, been cxcr- 
cited for a long period of years, but could be excrcii'cd no longer, — and even if it could, no 
benefit would reiult Irorii it, fmee the fyfiein of refiraining IriOi commerce had been wdlcly 
difeontinued. He was, however, convinced, from tlie prelcnt difpofition of the people of 
Ireland, tliat it was abfolutcly necclTary V) repeal fo much of the a£t of the fixth of George J* 
as afferted tlic light in the King and Parliament of Great Britain to make Jaws to bind the 
kingdom and people of Ireland. And he accordingly moved for leave to bring in a bill for 
that p^'pofe. 

The oppofiiion made by the miniflry to an immediate acquiefcencc with this motion, was 
on the following grounds. It was aficrted, that it was not from any indifpofition in minifiers 
to do ample juilicc to the filler kingdom, that they had not, on the very firft day of tlicir ap- 
pealing ill Pailiamcnt, in their official charafters, propofod fach meafures as were, j,i tiicir 
opinion, calculated to conciliate the affeftions of the Irifn, and terminate the uneaiineffjs, the 
jcaloufics, and the tumults which had fulfilled, and continued to fubfift, in that injured and 
irritated country : it was not from the kail difincHnaiion to put Ireland in poikfiion of her ac- 
tual rights, tliat they lutd not immediately proceeded to dccilive fteps ; but hecauk they dif- 
dained to catch, with equal cagernefs and want of policy, at the expedient of the minute, and 
To yiatcli up a prefent difliculry on any terms, rather than meet it fairly, and endeavour to dlf- 
cuver as w'dl as purfue the moft fubilanti.*l and lulling ntodes of remedying a veal evil and p- e- 
vtiuing its return. It was with a view to fettle the conlVitulion of the two couniriovS in fuch 
a manner as fhould prove pcrfcflly fatisfaftory to ICngland and Ireland, and proniifc to aiford 
a lalling harmony to both, that tlicy had paiifcd upon the fubjedl. It was alfo officially de- 
clared, that, during the very Ihori lime ininiftcts iiad been in office, they had held fevcral 
councils on the affairs of Ireland, and propofed very ihortlv to offer fomc preparatorv meafurcs 
to Parliament relative to them. After fomc further debate, Mr. Eden agreed to withdraw his 


motion. 


Nor did minifieis fail in proving the fincerily of their affervion, — for on the very next day 
the Secretary of State l)ronght a rncflagc from his Majefty, to inform the Houlb, ‘‘ That being 
concerned to find difcontcnts and jcaloufies prevailing ainongfl his loyal fubjeCts in Ireland, on 
matters of great weight and importance, he carneUly recommended to the Houle to take tiie 
kine into their moll fc’rious confidcration, in order to make fuel) a final aduiftmcnt, as might 
give mutual latisfiiddon to both kingdoms. A mcfiagc to the fame effed was delivered u> rlie 
Lords, the liril day of their meeting, and addrefpes were uiKinimoufly voted bv botli n .>u{'c \ 

If ever there was a matter that required the precautions of deliberative wlidorn, it wj , dial 
which now occupied the attentions of tlic Bririlh government. It was now evich:nr, Lt/in tlie 
prctcnlious of the Iriffi, exprefled by the Pailiament and tlic people, that the marrer conraincd 
no Icfs than the conllitution of the kingdom , that it compiehendcd not only ail commetcial 
lights and privileges, but alio the kgidativc and fovereign ]»owers. The moll important oli- 
Were, therefore, embraced, Jtnd both nations were niofl imtcrially concerned in the dii- 
culhon and fcttlement of a matter of inch conlcqucncc. It w'as a fubjeft on which the King 
could not decide without the alfifianrx of his Pailianunt ; nor, indeed, could it be done witli- 
out ilie concurring operation of the Parliiimenis of botli kingdoms. 1 o enter, therefore, into 
the bufinefs with jiropriety, and in a manner whicli would give cflvfl to their proceedings, it 
was ucceflary to have full and authentic information, and that both Parliaments Ihonld not 
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1782 only take time in their deliberations, but give each other, in the progrefs of this important Ini* 
fincfs, all pofiible aid and alliftance, in order to forward an happy termination of it. I'Iac ob- 
of the picfcnt moment was, to fettle the true quality and the nature of the rclationfliip 
which fubfifted between the two countries, to afeertain their diflinft confiitutions, and to 
eftablifh fuch an union and connexion between them as fhould endure for ages* ^ 

On the i6th of April, which was within a ftw days after his Majefty’s meffage to the Britlfli 
Parliament, Mr, Grattan moved, in the Houfe of Commons of Ireland, a declaration of rights, 
under the form of an addrefs to the throne, which, after feme debate, was agreed to without 
adivifion* In this addrefs it was declared, that his Majefty's^ fuhjcAs of Ireland were a free 
people ; that the crown of Ireland was an imperial crown, infeparably annexed to the crown 
of Great Britain, on which connection the intereft and happinefs of both nations cATentially 
depend; but that the kingdom of Ireland was a cTiftinft kingdom, with a Parliament of iicr 
own, the foie Icgiflaturc thereof. That there was no body of men competent to make laws to 
bind tiiat nation, except the King, Lords and Comniotis of Ireland nor any other Parliament 
which had any authority or power of any fort whatever, in that country, favc only the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland* They alTured his Majefty, that tlicy humbly conceived, that in this right 
the very eflence of their liberty exifted : it was a right which they, on the part of all the people 
of Ireland, claimed as their birth-right, and which they could not yield but with their lives, 
1 ‘hcy declared, that they confidered^thc claims of the Parliament of Great Britain, in the aft 
paffed for the better fccuring* the dependency of Ireland, to be irrcconcilcablc to the funda- 
jncMiial rights of that nation, and a great and principal caufe of the difeontents and jcaloufics in 
tiiat kingdom. Among the grievances of Ireland, they likewife mentioned the perpetual 
mutiny .aft, and the praftice of fuppreffing their bills in the council of Ireland, or altering the 
fame any where. They remained, they faid, in humble expeftation of a redrefs of thefe gric\- 
ances ; and, after the ftrongeft expreHions of regard for tlic Britifli people, it declares the de- 
termination of Ireland, on partaking tlic freedom of England, to fhare her fate, and Hand or 
fall with the Britifli nation. 

I’hcfc proceedings of the IrilTi Parliament occafioned the utmoft joy and exultation in that 
country, and fo high was the public opinion of the fcrvices of Mr. Grattan, the great and elo- 
quent leader of the popular party, that Parliament voted the fum of 50,000!. for purchafing an 
cllatc for that gentleman and crefting an houfe thereon, which were to be fettled on him and 
the heirs of his body, as a teftimony of their gratitude for the unparalleled benefits conferred 
by him on that kingdom. 

On the i8tli of May, the Britifit Houfe of Commons was refolvcd into a committee of tlje 
whole Houfe, in order to take into confidcration tire alFairs of Ireland, when the following 
rcfolutions were agreed to ntminc contraduenu : — 

' Firft, “ Tliat it was the opinion of that Houfe, that the aft of the fixth of George I. en- 
titled, ^ An Aft for the better fecuring the Dependency of Ireland upon the Crown of Great 
* Britain,* be repealed.** 

Secondly, That it was the opinion of that Houfe, that it was indifpcnfable to the intereft 
and happinefs of both kingdoms, that the conneftion between them fhould be cflablilhcd by 
mutual confent upon a folid and permanent footing,’* 

The fame rcfolutions were alfo agreed to on the fame day in the Houfe of Lords. In con- 
fcqucncc of thefe mcafurcs, an aft: was afterwards pafibd, by wdilch the aft of the fixtli of 
L was repealed, which was, in faft, a renunciation, on the part of the Britilh Par- 
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1782 liamcHt, of any right to legiflate in Ireland. The perpetual mutiny biU was alfo repealed in 
Ireland, and another pafled of a temporary nature. The appellant jurifdiftion of the Britidt 
Houfc of Peers in Irilh caufes, was likervife given up. 

On the 27th of the fame month, the Duke of Portland went in ftate to the Iriflr Iloufc of 
Peers; and, in a fpecch to both houfes^of Parliament, acquainted them with the fteps that 
had been taken by the Britiflt legiflatnre, in compliance with their demands ; in confcqueiice 
of which, both houl'cs addrefled the King, cxprelling their perftft fatislaai Oil ill tht* meal lire 3 
propofed, and their affurances, that as fooa as they fhould he earned into e/fca, no conititu- 
tional queftion between the two countries would any longer exift. 

In return for this liberal proccedmg of the Ihiiifh government, in reiinquiniiiig its claims, 
without any ftipulation or con.litio;. wh.itcvtr, the Parliament of Ireland immci!iatc]y ’•'oted 
iOO,oool. for the purpofc of railing .lo,cooirilh kanuii, foi the lenice of Ills AlajLfty'^ n.ivv 
.f he alfairs ot the Lafl India Company, and the coiidiiion of their pollL-ihons^ Itili 4.onti* 
nued to he a frequent fulijecl of pariiatiientury conlideration .'ud difcuffion. — Tlie two com- 
mittees on Indian affair^ continued to hr during the whole llllion, with unreniiuing diligence 
and application : their rcpoits wcmc voluminous beyond all c xatupfe. On Uioving iha* rhe 
reports which liad been made I'rom the fccrct commiucc, il.o.iKi he interred to the conidi ji ;i- 
tion of a committee of the wliole Houfc, the follo’^ ing iuloiiuation was given on the iiturn'ie . 
of the Eaft India Company in the clifTcrcnt piclicicncics. 

It appeared that the revenue of Bombay fell fhort of its ncccffary civil and military inveft- 
inents 200, cool, annually, which were always drawn from licngah — As to the revenue of Ma* 
uras prcfidcncy, it appeared that, upon an average of twelve years, from the year 1767, to the 
clofe of the year 1779, there had been eight years of peace, and four years of war ; and duririg 
the war, the revenue did not reach to the amount of the civil and military inveflmcnis ^ though, 
in time of peace, there was an excefs of revenue amounting to nearly one half as much as the 
expcncc. Though Bengal, of all the polFclSons in India is the moll: i'citiiv and ])ioduftivc, 
yet fuch had been the cxpcnces of the Mahratta war, tliat the govcrnor-gciu ial li.iJ been ob- 
liged to contraft fo large a debt, as to make it doubtful whctiier the in\ eitinents fur England 
would be wholly or partially lufpended. On the ground of the reports brought up from the 
iecrct committee, their chairman, on the 28th of May, moved iii refolutions : thcE; \VL?re 
divided into clafTcs, each of which confUlcd of three didiiift heads. — 'idle two firft, of a public 
and general nature j the third, of prrfona! culpability. 

On the 15th of April, both houfcvS of Parliament received the following mtiEige " Hio 
Majedy, taking into confidcration the fuppHes which have been given with fo niucli liherahry, 
and fupported with fuch uncommon firmncfs and fortitude by his people, in the prefent ex- 
lenllvc war, recommends to his faithful Commons, the coufKlcration of an clFcctual plan of 
(X-conomy through all the branches of the public expenditure; towards which iiuporrant oh- 
jeft, his Majefty has taken into his aflual confidcration a form and regulation in his civil 
ellablifiiment, which he will (Itortly caufe to be laid before this Houfe, ddiring their aflillance 
towards carrying the fame more fully into execution. His Majefty has no referves witli hi.s 
people ; on whofc afleftions he refts with a fure reliance, as the heft lupport of the true honour 
and dignity of his crown and government : and as they have Intlicrto been his beft reioarcc 
upon every emergency, fo he regards them as the nioft folid and ftable fccurity for an honour- 
able provifion for his perfon and family/* — This meflage w'as followed by the addrefTcs ufual 
,on fuch an occafion ; and, at a fuccccding period, a bill was brought into ParHamcni lor viu 
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17S2 aiding ills Majcfty to dlfchargc the debt on the civil lift revenues, nnd for preventing the famtr 
from being in arrear for the future, by regulating the mode of paynieiits out of the faid rcvc- 
jiucs, and by fuppreffing' or regulating certain ofliccs therein mentioned. It was propofed by 
this new bill, that the board of trade, the office of third fccrctary of ftate, with fcvcral other 
offices, ^c. lliould be aboliflied j by which various favings would be made, to the amount of 
about 72,3681. per annum. 

During the courfc of this felfion, a bill was pafled for difqualifying revenue officers from 
voting at elcflions. A biJl alio for excluding contraflors from being members of the Houfc 
of Commons, which had been attempted in two former feffions, without fuccefs, now paffed 
both Houfes, and received the royal aftent. 

On the 1 ith of July Parliament was prorogued :nr~An ardent dcfirc of peace, but a deter- 
Biination not to fubmit to any pacification but on fair and honourable terms, form the fub- 
ftance of his Majefty’s fpeecli on the occafion. 

While the deftiny of the North American portion of the Britiffi empire feemed to approach 
to a final dccifion in the weft, the fate of its immenfe and valuable poircffions in the eaft hung 
In fufpenfc, — The fuccefles obtained over Hyder Ally and his French and Dutch allies were 
great i but the refourccs of that Indian Prince, fupported by his tincomiiion abilities, and tlic 
affiftance be w’as to derive faom thefe two confederate powers, were matters of icrious confide- 
ration to Great Britain : for though our affairs in that quarter, at the moment we are dcl- 
ciibing, had aflumed a more favourable afpeft, their fituation ftill continued alarming and 
critical. It was impofliblc to forget to wliat extremities the Britifli power liad been lately re- 
duced in that part of its dominion, and with what difficulty and good fortune it bad emerged 
from them ; not only contrary to the CKpedation of its enemies, but, in a great degree, be- 
yond the hopes of its warmeft friends. It was natural to fuppofe that France would ftrain 
every nerve to effe£Iuatc its ruin ; and it was w^ell known that a powerful French fquaJron 
was now in the Indian feas, prepared to co-operate with the naval ftrength of Holland for 
that purpofe, while Hyder Ally renewed his attacks by land. 

In the mean time, the preceding campaign had terminated greatly to the advantage of tlie 
" Englifti. — Exclufivc of the victories obtained ov6r Hyder Ally in the field, they had concluded 
by the capture of Negapatnam, the principal fcttlement of the Dutch on the coaft ot Coroman- 
del, which was taken by Sir Edward Hughes and General Monro, after a fiege of three weeks*. 
The lofs of this place was the fevereft blow the Dutch could poffibly have received in tiuit 
quarter ; and, bcfides the intrinfic detriment done to their intcreft, had damped their expecta- 
tions of fuccefs, and checked their ardour for cntcrprizc. 

'While they were under the difeouraging impreffions arifing from fuch a fevere and uncx- 
peficd lofi:, Sir Edward Hughes determined to attempt the execution of a plan he had projeftt d 
agalnft Trincomalc, in the ifland of Ceylon, one of the moft important polTeffions of Hob 
land in the Indian ocean. 

This fcttlement is fituated on the northern coaft of that ifland, verging to the c^ft ; lying 
a rpaciolis and feeme bay, wftiicb, with fcvcral others adjoining to it, forms the rnoft capacious 
fva^port in all India. The fpkes it produces, cfpccially cinnamon, render it, in point of 
value, one of the richeft acquifitions that ever fell into the poflcflion of the Dutch nation. 

Tl^efv were fufficient motives to induce the Britifli admiral to proceed, with all convenient 
expedition, againll a place, the rcdudlion of which would be attended with fo many and luch 
manifcfl advaiiiagcs. As foon, therefore, as he had weathered out the monfoon, which kt in 
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178^ immediately after the furrender of Negapatiiam, he fet fail for Trincomale, where he arrived ia 
the very beginning of January iu thits year. 

Having taken poilcflion of the principal bay, be landed a detachment of feamcn, marines, 
who loon uiaflcrcd the fort culled 1 liucotnule, an objcfl of great importance, as it cornrrni^ded 
the chief landing place, and uitorded the means of fetting alhorc whatever might be re^juifitc 
for the attack of fore Ollcnbutgh, the flrongcft place on the ifland, and by the capture of wliich 
the fettlcmcnt would be completely reduced, A dctas-hinent of Tailors and murines having 
taken pofTcflion of a hill which commanded thii^ fort. Sir Edward Hughes lent a fuminons of 
furrender to the Dutch governor ; who returned for aufwer, that he was bound in duty and 
honour to defenJ the fort to tlic JaO cytremity. 

*1 he Britifb admiral, after fevera!^ luhfcquent endeavours to prevent an attack by ilorni, \v:s 
forced, at length, on the ijlh o. January, to employ that violent mode of coiiqueA ; whi'-li, 
however, he tempered with Ins kitown huiuanity, as the vidors gave quarter ih- momej'j. tii;: 
vanquiflied demanded it. 'i he ricquiUtions made on this occahon, were: two Indkancn liclily 
laden, bcfidcs a number of fuialh-r trading vcfl cl a I'lic h.-n iticlf v:^]\ provided wltli 
artillery, nnd contai/ied a large quantity of arninu!iiut)n and mihtary ilorci:. I'he ]>rifoiUiS 
amounted to about 4C0 Emcpvnnn. ofir.ffeiciu dcnominaiioo.s. 

Tlic capture of Trincomal:; was the foconj very f:vcu: hIo:v given to the Dutch in the Ihiil 
Indies by Sir Ldv%^ard 1 lughc;.* — It was licavily telf in Hcliand ; wiicre, on receiving intslli- 
gence <jf this lofs, llie clamours wigiinil the war with C-rear. Britaini were renewed witVi 
mented violence, 'riic complaint urged on this occahon with tliC greatefe vchctncncc war, 
that by cmbniclng the cauic of Fiance, Hoiiand not otdy fuftained very heavy iolTes, but h:ul 
ir*cuncd the grcaieft misfortune that could hefal an independent (late ; it was now forced to 
look up to France for protcftion, and had thereby forfeited its confcqucncc in Em ope, — clifeo- 
vcicd its internal weakneis, — ami now lay at tliC mercy not only of the ciicrny it Inui inadr by 
Its fubmitTion to the I' lciK.h couir, but even at the mercy of tlie court of France itlelf. 

In tlic mean time, IVI. J)c Sufricin, the French admiral, was making the utmoft expedition 
to the coaft of Coromandel, and on the i ^th of February he appeared oil Madras, uith twelve 
llups of the line, including the Hannibal of 50 guns, which he had lately taken, fix flrong 
frigates, eight large tiranfports, full of troops, and fix Britifli prizes. The Frnich admiral 
found Sir Edward Hughes in Madras road, whither he had repaired foon after the reduTion 
of Trincomalc, to take in ilores aud provifions, and put hi^; fjck on Ihore. Tlic Englifb ilevt 
cotifiitcd of nine fail of the line. Oi\ the iSth, after Sir Edward Hughes had retaken five of 
the Britifh prizes, and a French tranfport of 1500 tons, laden with a numerous train of 
field artillery, and a prodigious quantity of military (lores, befides near ;:;oo regular troops, lie 
came to an engagement with the I'rcnch fleet ; which, after being conteiled with great courage 
on both fidrs, terminated with the clofe of the day. 1 he next morning;, tlic I rcnch being 
no lofiger virfiblc, the Englifli admiral proceeded to Trincomalc, to refit. 

On the 8th of April, thefe two brave officers came to a fccorul engagement off the ifland of 
Oeylon, which was continued with equal vigour till late in the evening, without any decided 
advantage ©n either fide. As, fincc the laft conteft, the enemy’s licet had been reinforced by 
two fliips of the line, iu addition to their former fuperiority, to make an cffe6\:ual ftand «ngai!iir. 
fuch a cHfproportlonatc firengrh, was more honourable, iu many calcs, than dccifivc vi<Pio5}\ 

While the Britilh (quadrem was oppofing, with fo much vigour and efficacy, the dciupis of 
M. Dc Suffrein on the coatt of Coromandel, Hyder Ally formed a complete blockade of the 
Enghfh fettlcmcnt of Tellichcrry, on the coaft of Malabar, in older to reduce it by fuuinr, 

3 F 2 1»'U 
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170-1 Due c.irlv ill the monijog of ihe Sth of January, Major Abingdon made a bold* fpirited* anj 
uncxpcflcd attack upon the befiegers, in their own works, and drove them to their camp : this 
was alTiiuItcd alfo with equal fuccels ; 1500 prifonors taken, — 400 flain on the fpot, and a large 
quantity of provifions, artiliery, amtnunition, and military (lores, with a confidcrahic fum of 
money, ibJl into the bands of the viftors. This fuccefs gave the EnglilTi entire pofPertion of 
ail the tcsiitory adjacent to Teliicherry, and opened a communication with the Briiiih pods 
in the neighbourhood* It alfo, which was a very important circumftance, led to an entrance 
into the principal countries under the dominion of Hyder Ally. 

But the fuccefs of the Britifh arms in this quarter, was fliortly retaliated, in a very fevcrc 
manner, on the banks of the Coleroon, a river that bounds the diilrib't of Tanjour to tlic 
north. A detachment of 2000 infantry, and about 300 cavalry, from Sir Eyre Coolers army. 
Jay encamped on its banks, for the proteftron of the Company's pofleilions to the fouth of 
Madras. This fmall army, which was commanded by a Colonel Brakhvvaitc, an ofheer of 
known bravery and experience, was attacked on the i6rh of February in this year, by Tippoo 
Saib, wkh an army of 20,000 men, (the flower of his father’s army) a proportionate train of 
artillery, and about 400 French troops, commanded by Monficur Lally. After three days 
brave and glorious reflftance,— furrounded with enemies,— and attacked, on the third, by tlie 
referved corps of French troops, they were obliged to yield ; gaining more reputation by their 
defence, than the conquerors acquircd*by their viftory. 

This unfortunate event on the banks of the Colcroon, revived, in fomc degree, the courage 
and hopes of Hyder Ally* He alfo received an additional motive of encouragement from the 
fuccefs which his forces obtained, in conjunftion with the European troops that came from 
the iflands of Bourbon and Mauritius, under the command of M. Duchemin. They inverted 
Cuddalorc, a place of fuifleient flrength, and great importance; which being unprovided for 
any length of defence, furrendered on capitulation on the Sth of April ; in the fame manner 
they befieged and took Permacoil ; after which, being joined by Hyder Ally, at the head of a 
numerous army, their views were direflcd to a joint attack upon Vandiwafli, a place of the 
greateft confequence to the Englifli at the prefen t crirts. 

The dangerous fituation of our affairs in India, had, for a confidcrahic time, cxcrcifcd the 
attention of the fupreme feat of government at Bengal. Tiie principal objefl, among the va- 
rious difficulties in which they were involved, was to bring about a feparate accommodation 
with the Mahrattas ; the gaining of which point, would enable them to direft their whole 
ftrengtU and efforts againft Hyder Ally ; whom they confidered, if not a more potent, at Icaft 
a more implacable enemy,. 

An opening to a general pacification with the Malirattas had already been made by a treaty 
previourty concluded with Madajee Scindia, one of the moft coufiderablc chiefs of that nation. 
Through his mediation, terms of reconciliation were at length fettled between the refid ue of 
his countrymen and the Englilh, which were very favourable to the latter. Among other 
particulars, the former engaged themfeives to oblige Hyder Ally to rcftorc to the Englilh and 
iheir allies all the places he had taken from thciio, &:c. &c. But the moft important article of 
this treaty was tliat by which the Mahrattas agreed to permit no other European nation to fet- 
tle fadories in any part of their dependetKics. As a compenfation for this conceflioa, the 
Englirti were bound, on the other hand, to afford no affiftance or countenance whatfoever to 
any Indian ftatc or nation at enmity with the Mahrattas, &c. 

This 
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1782 This negotiation, which was extremely beneficial to the Englifh, and eftabliflicd their power 
and intcreft in India upon the moft fccurc and permanent foundation, was indebted, in a very 
great degree, for its fuccefs* to the talents and aftivity exerted upon this critical oc:afion by 
Mr. Anderfon, who was deputed by the governor and council of Bengal. It was figned by 
both parties on the 17th of May, 1782, and confirmed at Calcutta on the third of th efallow- 
ing month. * 

The conclufion of this treaty was a fcvcre blow to Hyder Ally. He now beheld his formid- 
able enemy freed from that powerful diverfion, which the war wiili the Mahrattas liad occa- 
fioncd in his favour: but this was not all; — the very people whofc alliance had been effica- 
cious in the profecution of his prefent plan, were now become his enemies, and engaged to 
co-operate againft him in dcfcatins: i;. His dependence on the promifed aid of the Ficncli^ 
had proved to be, in a great nicafure, ill-founded. He was fufficicntly fagacious and well in- 
formed to perceive, that they could not effeilually fupport him but by gainijig* a decided fijpe- 
liority at fca ; which, with a far fupciior force, they had not yet been able to obtain r fo that, 
nolwithftanding the fucccffcs of his fon, 1 ‘ippoo Saib, he appeared very unwilling to hazard a 
general aftion with the Englilh. 

Upon Hyder Ally’s moving towards Vandiwafh, Sir Eyre Cootc marched immediately to 
proted it. The Eaflern Prince avoided that engagement which the Britiih General fo eagerly 
courted. At length, however, by a well-concerted movement of the latter, Hyder Ally was 
forced to riih what he feemed fo much to fear, and, orfthe fecond of June, a very dccifivc ac- 
tion took place between the two armies ; when a complete viftory was obtained by the Britifli 
troops : — the enemy were entirely routed and put to flight. But the want of cavalry prevented 
Sir Eyre Cootc from purfning his advantages. From the difficulty offubfitling, the necefiity 
of providing for the fick and wounded, together with tlic cxceffive heat of the fcafon, Sir Eyre 
Cootc moved nearer to Madras, where the incrcafing ill ftate of Jiis health obliged that able 
officer to rcluKjuilh the command of the Britiih forces to General Stuart. 

On the 5th of July, another aftion took place off Negapatnam, between Sir Edward Hughes 
and M. deSuffrein, in which the former had the advantage, — and liad notan uncxpeilcd alter- 
ation of wind inicrpofed, the Englifh would have gained a moft complete viftory. 

After this engagement, the French Admiral withdrew to Cuddalorc to refit, and av ailing 
liimfclf of fomc confideiable reinforcements both of fliips and troops, he put to fea in the be- 
ginning of Auguft in order to make an attempt upon Tvincoinale. On being informed of his 
tlclign, the Englifh Admiral failed immediately to the relief of that place; but, on his arrival 
off Trincomalc, on the fecond of September, he found that it had, two days before, funen- 
dered to the French arms. On the next day, anotheV engagement took place between the two 
fleets, wlicrein the Englifh fuflaincd their former charaftcr. 1 hey refifted and beat off the 
enemy, wdiofc force was now encrcafcd to 15 fhips of the line, and forced them to the Ihcltcr 
of T rincomalc Bay* Sir Edward Hughes was obliged to bear away to Madras to refit, from 
whence the bad weather, on the fitting in of the nionfoon, compelled him to repair to Bom- 
bay ; but his paflagc to that fcttlcment was accompanied with fuch a continuance of boiflerous 
weather, as to prevent his arrival there till towards the clofc of the prefent year. In the mean 
time, Sir Richard Bickerton, with a fqnadron of five fhips of the line, was arrived at Bombay. 
Thus ended the naval campaign in the Eaft Indies; and with feme advantages gained over 
TTppoo Saib bv the Kritifh troops on the Malabar couft, under the command of Colonel 
Maclcod, the military campaign of 178a concluded, in the fiuiie quarter of the globe. 


We 
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178?. We muft now return to other important objefts-, which folick our attention, In our own 
hemifpherc. 

I'lie iicgcs of Gibraltar and Minorca were fiill carried on by the united forces of the Houfe 
of Bourbon, with the utmoft fpirit and aftivity, and both places were defended with unabated 
firmuefs and ohftinacy by their refpeftive gavriibns. The courts of Vcrfaillcs and Madrid, 
however they might confider the redudion of Gibraltar as a matter of doubt, they entertained 
not the lead idea but that Minorca would be very fhortJy reduced. In order to juflify the cx- 
pedation of both the French and Spanifh nations, every poffible ineafurc was taken to give 
luccefs to this enterprize. The army that bcficged the place was little Ihort of 20,000 men, 
and confided of chofen troops. The battering train amounted to J20 cannon, and 40 mortars 
of the larged dimensions. The mod expert ettgincors in France conducted tlic attacks, and 
one of their bed and braved Generals commanded their army. I hcgarnfon, on the other 
hand, amounted to no more than 0,700 men, and 500 of tliefe had l.>ccn drafted from the corps 
of invalids in England. The tlrength of the works they had to defend was of a very fuperior 
nature; but they were fo fpacious, and in fuch numliers, as to demand twice the garrifon 
which now did duty within them. The befieged, however, did ail that could be efFcfled by 
ikill, courage, and rcfolution; but the fupcriorlty with which they liad to contend, both in 
refpeft of numbers and artillery, was great as to put their utmoft fortitude to tb.c trial. But 
this was not all, for while the French and Spanifh army attacked them from without, a far 
move dreadful and dangerous cnet% had taken ppflcftiori of the place witlnn, atul committed 
fuch ravages among the bCfieged, as were far more dcftru£live than thofe they fufFcrcd from the 
exertions of the enemy. The communication with the country being entirely cut off, no fup* 
plies of vegetables could be conveyed to the garrifon^ who were confequcntly reduced to the 
necclTity of fubfifting on fait proviftons. This, added to other circumftances, brought on the 
feurvy, which incrcafed, in a fhort time, to fuch a deplorable degree, as to baffle all endea- 
t^ours to fuppreft or even alleviate its horrid effeds. In ftiort, after fuftaining with unex- 
ampled perfeverance the miferies of their fituation, die garrifon was, in the beginning of Fe- 
bruary in this year, fo enfeebled, that the number of men able to do duty amounred to no 
more than 660, which was not a great deal more than was required by the ncceifary guards. 

In this extremity, the governor, General Murray, propofed terms of capitulation, and the 
moft honourable were granted to him and his brave garrifon, by a generous and admirifig 
onemy. On the fifth of February, the fortrefs of St. Phillip, after a liege of fix months, was 
•delivered up to the combined forces of France and Spain. 

Thus did the ifiand of Minorca return to the dominion of Spain, after it had bccii (except 
daring a lliort period of the laft war, when it was taken by the French,) in the poflcfiion ot 
Great Britain flncc the year 170S, when it was taken by Sir John Leake and General, after- 
wards Earl, Stanhope, and had, together with Gibraltar, been confidcred as one of the noblcfi: 
trophies, and moft valuable acquifitioris to Great Britain, during the triuinpliant reign 
Queen Anne. # 

I'iie loft of Minorca was accompanied by events which gave a yei'v unpropitious appearance^ 
to the commencement of the prefent year. In the p/receding November, the illands of St. fui- 
ftatius, St. Martin’s, and Saba, were furprized and taken by the French, — and, on the third 
of February, 1782, the feulemcnts of Demerary and Iflcquibo, on the coaft of Guiana, were 
retaken by tiie fame power. 
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1782 But theftf fucccfli’S, though very mortifying to the BrJtifli nation, were fhortly followed by 
an attempt of much greater importance. The old and valuable iflaiid of St. Chriftopher, was 
doomed to be the next branch that waa to be lopped off from the Britifh empire. On the i ith 
of January, in tiiis year, the Marquis de Bouiile landed 8,000 men oa the ifland, which was 
by no means in a condition to make a vigorous defence, the garrifon con{ifting of no more 
than 6od effeflive regular troops. 'The only place of ftrength in the ifland was Brimflone^ 
hill, fituated on the fhore, near the town of Sandy Point, which it overlooks and commands. 
Though there were fomc fortifications on the fummit of the hlU, its natural ftrength was its 
bell 1‘ecui’ity, being of great height, and of fo difficult accefs, as to render an afccnt alirioft im- 
prafticable againft a very moderate force to defend it. 

On the landing of the French ^riuy, which, from the greatnefs of its force, could not be 
prevented, General Frafer, the Kritifh commanding officer, retired to Brimftoiie-hill, The 
whole of his ftrength, befidcs the regulars above-mentioned, did not exceed 400 militia, wiiich 
had l>ecn brought to hi^ afiiftancc by Governor Shirley ; and twice die number that compofed 
the gan ifon was fcarcely adequate to a proper defence. 

Admiral Hood did every thing that capacity and courage could effeft to give ciTeinial relief 
to the illaiid, but in vain ; while tlie defenders of it excrcifcd the utmoft pcilbveraiicc and for- 
tituvlc in their endeavours to preferve k. During^three weeks, the fire of the enemy was in- 
ceffiant, till all tlic conftrublions of every kind upon the hill were deftroyed, and the gan ifon 
deprived of all fljcltcr. In this ftate of extremity, after a fiege of five weeks, it was thought 
neccflary to capitulate. 7 'he garrifon were allowed the honours of war, and the inhabitants 
were fccured in the poffeffian of their oftates and property, &c. The reduftion of this ifland 
took place on the 13th of February, in tbeprefenr year. The iflands of Nevis and Montfer- 
rat ftiared the ili-fortunc of St. Chrillophers, fo tliat of all our former numerous pofleflions 
in the Weft Indies, Jamaica, Baibadocs and Antigua, now alone remained. 

On the i§th of the ftiinc mouth, Sir George Rodney arrived at Barbadoes with fifteen capital 
flxips, where he formed a junftiou with Sir Samuel Hood, and took upon him the command 
of the fleet, which now conlifted of 37 fliips of tlic line. The firil objed with the Englifli 
Admiral, >vas to intercept a convoy from Breft, which was conveying naval ftores, artillery, 
ammunitioti, and otlicr fupplles to the Count de Gkailc ; which, after all, cfcapcd the well- 
concerted plan to iritcrcqa it, and ariivcd fafe at Martiriico. 

] u confcqucnce of this difappoiutment. Sir George Rodney repaired to St. Lucia, wlicre he 
took in provlfions for five or fix months, with a determination to follow the French fleet, tiie 
moment it failed from Martinico, wherever it fliould diredl its courfe. Tlic defign of tiic 
French /Xdmlral, was to proceed with all diligence to Hifpaniola, where Don Solano was 
waiting for him, wfiih fixteen lliips of the line and a numerous body of land forces, l iicfb, 
added to the French fleet and troops, were to have formed a joint attack upon the illand of 
Jamaica. The great importanceof preventing this junblion, and of loicing M. de Graflb to 
an engagement before it took place, was a moil important objeft with the Britilh Admiral ; 
•lor till this defign was effefted, the iflands yet belonging to Great Britain could not lx: coii- 
fidercd as in a ftate of fccurity. 

T'o the great fatisfablion of the Britilh commanders, they were informed, early in the 
morning of the 8th of April, by the fi^nals made from the fiigatrs of obfervation, tliat the 
French fleet was getting under way and fteering to leeward. Sir George Rodney ftood imme- 
diately after the enemy, and came up with them off Dominica towards the evening. Various 

manoeuvres 
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jjSi mnnccuvrcs were exercifed by both fleets during the three foJIow^ing days, and a partial engage* 
mcnt took place between them. Towards the evening of the eleventh, fome of the hcadmoft 
Ihips of the Britifh fleet approached fo near to one of the enemy, which had fuffered confidcr- 
ahiv in the iate aflion, that it muft have been inevitably captured, had not M. dc GrafTe bore 
down with his whole fleet, for its prefervatipn. The movement he made for this purpofe 
brought him fo near the Britifli fleet, that the Engllfli Admiral conceived immediate hopes of 
being able to force him to aftion the next day. With this expeftation, he made fuch difpo- 
fitions during the night, that it yv&s evident at break of day, it was no longer in the enemy’s 
power to avoid an engagement. 

Not a moment was ioft in preparing to engage tire enemy. The flgnal for a clofe line of 
battle was thrown out, and obeyed with univcrfal readinefs by every fliip in tlic fleet. The 
aflion was commenced about feven in the morning by Admiral Drake’s divifion. Our Ibips, 
as they came up, ranged ilowly and clofely along the enemy’s line, when they gave and re- 
ceived a moft tremendous fire. They were fo near, that every fhot took place, and the French 
ihips being crouded with troops, the carnage in them was prodigious. Some idea may be 
formed of the havoc that was made, from the Formidable, Sir George Rodney’s fl)ip, firing 
near fourfeore broadfidcs. The engagement bad continued with great refolution on both fidcs 
till about noon, when the Britiih Ad|;aira] perceiving an opportunity of breaking the enemy’s 
line of battle, refolved to improve it to the utmoft of his power. He accordingly bore down 
upon the enemy’s center with impetuous bravery, being feconded by three fhips, and fuccefs- 
fully broke through it. He was followed by the remamder of his divifion, and wearing round 
clofe upon the enemy, efFeftually feparated their line, and threw them into inextricable con- 
fufion. This bold and unexpeftod motion decided the fortune of the day. The French, 
however, continued flill to fight with the utmoft bravery, and the battle lafted till fun fet , 
which, in ihofe latitudes, is alinoft fucceeded by darknefs. 

Since the famous battle of I.a Hogue, in the year 1692, the French had not fuftaincd fuch 
a complete and ruinous defeat as on this memorable day. Tiieir fleet was almoft ruined, and 
their lofs of men amounted to an abfolutc carnage. The number of thofe who were afhially 
flail! in this engagement, vpas computed at 3,000, and the wounded at near twice that uunibcr. 
The whole iofs of killed and wounded in the Britifli fleet did not exceed i,ioO. 

The lofs of fliipping on the part of the enemy amounted to five taken, viz. one of i to, three 
of 74, and one of 64 guns : another of their line was funk in the engagement. But the the 
lofs of which afFcftcd the French with more than common concern, w^as the Ville dc Paris. She 
had been a prefent from the city of Paris to Louis XV. and is faid to have coil 176,000!. fterling, 
flic cariied iio guns, and had on board, at her departure from Martinico, 1,300 men, incluch 
iug marines and land troops. Thirty-fix chefts of money, deftined for the pay and fubfiftcncc 
of the troops in the propelled invafion of Jamaica, were found in this fliip. It was a fingular 
inftance of good fortune, that the whole train of artillery, with the battering cannon and rrn» 
veiling carriages, intended for the attack on Jamaica, happened to be on board the fliips wiiicli 
were now taken. 

'fhe flying enemy were clofely purfued by Commodore Affleck and the fliips in company 
with him : he kept up a vigorous fire upon them, and continued tlic cliace till night. On the 
moi rving of the next day they were no longer to be fecn. As foon as it was light Admiral 
Rodney prepared for an immediate pud’uit, but was prevented by a calm, which farted three 
days. When it was afeertained that the enemy lad failed to leeward, Sir Admiral Houd’s 
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1782 clivifion was difjjntchcd in fcarch of them ; and on the next clay after the fleet, he dif- 

covered five of tlic enemy's flfips mr.hing towards the Moiui Pairaf’^e, between the eafl; end of 
Milpaniola and theillaiul of Porto Kico, After 11 Tnort cnga^;enjcnt, two fiiips of 64 and 
lv\*() IrigaTcs flruck to the iiiitiili flag. Sir Samue] Hood joined the fleet off C«]'c iberoon, 
and Sii George Rodney pKxccdcd with the difaided fliips and the pii>:cs to Jamaica, as well 
for the purpofc of refitting, as for the gicMcr prcfervatlon of the ifland, if the combined enemy 
fliould flill venture to make any attempt towards the profecution of their former dcfign. 

In this manner w^crc fruftmted the defigns of France and Spain in this part of the world ; the 
fnft were now deprived of almoft all the means they had prepared for the execution of tlicm. 
Befides the lofs of eight of their capital flilps, and the lhattcred condition of many of the i lII, 
tlu'y had loll the whole train of attiUcry belonging to tlieir troops, and the military chcfi tor 
the payment of them : fo that, had they been inclined to perfift in the purfuit of their under- 
takings, they nmft, in a great mcafurc, have depended on tine ixfources of their Spanilh allies r 
but the latter was fo aflc£lcd by the late difafler, that tlicy did not feem in the Icaft difpofed to 
exert any vigour towards a reparation of it. They fliortiy after returned to the Havannah, 
]iiuluing no other mcafurcs, for the prefent, but fuch as were requifite for their own fafety* 
"J'his great and gloiious naval viftory not only fccurcd our remaining pofieflions in the Wefl 
Indies, but may be faid to have clofed the war in that part of tlic globe. It was flill of greater 
importance in its general cfFcfts, from the fuddcn*and unexpefted change it produced in our 
fituation, — fiom the liigh reputation which fuch an extraordinary and fuccefsful exertion as 
forded, and by the addiiional weight it gave us as a nation, whether for the further profecution 
• of the war or the accompliiliment of peace. 

North America alTorded no military tranfaftion of any confequence during thisS period.—. 
I'lic oppolitc armies at New York and its neighbourhood, were fo nearly balanced with rcfpecl: 
to force, and to the flrength of their refpeftive polls and defences, that little or no opportunity 
oflered for caterprize on cither fide. This Hate of inadlivity was happily confirmed by the re- 
Iblutions of the llritifh Farliament againft the American war. 

'I’hc Kmprefs of Ruffia having offered her mediation in order to rcflorc peace between Great 
Britain and Holland, Mr. Fox, then Secretary of State, wrote a letter to Monficur Simolin, 
the Ruffian minifler in London, dated March 29, informing him, tliat his Mriefty was ready 
to enter into a negociation, for the purpofc of fetting on foot a trertty of peace, on the terms 
and conditions of that which was agreed to in 1674, between his Majefty and the republic of 
Holland ; and that in order to facilitate fuch a treaty, he was willing to give immediate eiders 
for a fufpciifion of hoflilitics, if the States General were difpofed to agree to that nieafure. In 
another letter, dated May 4, in anfvvcr to one he had received from the Rutiian minifu t\ Mr. 
SccTctary Fox took notice of the late change in his Majefty's counciLs and o!>fcrvcd, that his 
Majefty w'as willing to allow to the Dutch the cnllrc liberty of navigation, according fo the 
treaty of 1674, between Great Britain and the Republic ; a treaty, by which ilie principles of 
the armed neutrality were cftablifhcd, in their wideft extent, to all the contraamg parries; 
and that his Majefty would accept, as the balls of a feparate peace between him and the States 
(jcneral, a free navigation, according to the principles demanded by her Imperial Majefty, in 
her declaration of the aSlh of February, 1780. 

It would have been highly advantageous to Great Britain, at this time, to have made a fepa-- 
rate peace with Holland, or even to obtain a ceffuion of hoflilitirv \vir]\ that power, a pre- 
hminary flep towards a pacification ; but tlie Ficncli and Americ an inlluciicc prevailed too 
VoL, IV* 3 G mach 
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1782 much in the councils of tlic United States, to expeft any thing Icfls than a refufal to acquicfcc 
in the terms propofccl by the mediation of her Imperial Majcdly. Even wliile this negotiation 
was agitating, Mr- Adams was received by their High MightinciEs in quality of Mjuiftcr Pie- 
iiipoicntiary of the United Stales of North America. 

The Dutch, who feem to have I'ccn deftined to fuffer in every prt of their dominions for 
the ill-judged, and what may be called unnatural, pait vvliich they look in this war, were, 
about the fame time, depri ved of moft of their fcltlcincnts on the coaft of Africa, by Captain 
Shirley, in the Lcandcr of 50 guns; who, without any land forces, and wdth the allillance 
only of the Alligator (loop of war, took Acra, with four other Dutch forts, mounting alto- 
gether 124 pieces ofeannon ; and to complete their ruin on that coaft, Lieutenant Cartwright, 
of the Algo frigate, having landed with a detachment of fcamcn, to fuppoi t fomc land forces 
w'hich were under the direftion of the African Company, had a principal fljare in taking iJic 
firong and well garrifoned Dutch fort of CommenJa, 

On the other hand, M. dc ^’'audrcuil, feme time l^cforc his departure, with the rcmainclci? 
of the beaten fleet, from Cape Francois to North America, conceited an expedition, merely 
prajdatory, againft the remote pofleflions and property of the Hudfon's Hay Company. M- dc 
la Peroufe was appointed to command a fmall iquadron properly equipped for this purpofe. — ^ 
He failed from Cape r'ran<jois on the 31ft of May, and did not arrive at the iflands of Refoiu- 
tlon, which maik the entrance of Hudson’s Straits, till the 27th of July. After encountering 
the known difficulties and dangers of the voyage, they arrived on the 8th within fight of Port 
Prince of Wales, upon the Churchill livcr. The Company pollefs fix of thole buildings, 
which arc called Forts, in Hudfou’s Bay, being in reality faftories, crefted at the mouths of 
the principal rivers; the buildings arc ncceflarily ftrong, as well to guard againft the climate 
as againft other dangers, and arc furniffied with artillery to command refpeft from the dilFcrcnt 
nations of the favages, who come from the remoteft parts to difpofe of their furs and ptiiiy ; 
but they had not a finglc foldier in all thefc forts; and the whole number of iloickecpcrs, 
clerks, and fervants of every denomination, which the Company maintain at fo many ftalions, 
does not exceed 120 perfons. The enemy, tlierefore, landed without oppofition, and deftroyed 
the fctticmcnts, forts, merchandize, 6ic. to the amount of about 500,000!. ftcriing. Having 
committed this commercial mifehief, the French commanders, in the beginning of September, 
fet fail for Europe. Some fticccflcs on the Mufquito Shore, were all that Great Britain had 
to countcrl)a]ance this lofs in the norihern extremity of America* The Spaniards had taken 
pofieffion of feme places in the Bay of Honduras and on the Mufquito ffiorc, and had made 
repc-ated attempts upon the Englifh logwood cutters and fettkrs there; but the baynien, aifift- 
ed by the negroes, retook fomc of them w ith great valour. A little army was formed, in con • 
junflion with ilic Indians in thofc pat is, whofe enmity to the Spaniards has been hereditary 
ever fince the difeovery of America, commanded by Colonel Defpard, who attacked and car- 
ried the fofts on tlie Black River, where they made about 800 of the Spanlfii troops prifoiicrs 
of war- 

In the beginning of May, the Bahama Iflands were invefted by Don Juan Manuel dc Cagi- 
gal, Governor of the Havannah, with three frigates and fixty fail of tranfports, on board of 
which were 2, 500 troops : as thefe iflands were incapable of making any material defence, tlicy 
were furrendered by capitulation on the 8th of that month. 

The fivge of Gibraltar ftill continued to be carried on with unabated vigour. It had now 
lafted three years, and all Europe was in fufpence as to the manner in which it would be con- 
cluded. 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE* 


4Hy 

A. ry, 

eluded* The defence it had made, and continued to make, excited univciTal admiration, and 
l)cgan to IciTen the languinc expedations which the bcilegcrs had entertained of their fuccefs 
againil it. At length, however, a projed \var> propofed by the Chevalier d' A rcon, a French, 
engineer of diftindion, which gave foinc promife of reducing this important fortrefs, TiiO 
plan of this officer was, to form floating l^attcrks of fuch a conllrudion, as might neither he 
liable to be funk or fet on fac ; and though they did not finally fuccecd, were adininvbly adapt- 
ed to their deftru£Hvc purpofes. They were tea in number, and made out of the hulks of 
large vcllcls of 1,40010 1,600 tons burthen, cut down for that purpofc ; llicir guns, which 
amounted to 212, were brafs 26 pounders, and entirely new. They were to be fccondcd bv 
a great number of large boats mounted with guns and mortars of lieavy metal, bcfides a Inrcc 
fleet of frigates and fliips offeree,— with fomc hundteds of fmall craft, which were to accom- 
pany them with troops, for the inihnt execution of whatever might occur as ncceiTaiy to be 
jjcrformcd. 

T o the army already encamped before the place, a body of 12,000 choice troops from France 
was now added. The corps of Ciigineers was the beii that Frajicc and Spain could furniih ; — 
Princes of the blood of France, and perfous of the flrfl: families and mofl: diftliiguiQied isaa:c 
in both kingdoms, appeared as volunteers to aid the ftupendous attack that was now preparing. 

The 13th of Scptcm!»cr was the day defllncd to dcKiide the fate of Gibraltar. Ea;ly in the 
morning the floating Ijattcrics came forward, and about ten were anchored in a line at about 
1 , coo yards from the ffioic* As foou as they were properly arranged they hegati an heavy 
cannonade, and were fccoiulcd by all the cannon and mortars in the enemies linos and rp- 
proaclics. At the fame inflant the garrifon opened all its batteries, both with hot and cold 
lliot from llie gutis, and fltells from the howitzers and mortars. This terrible fire continued, 
wiihuut Intcrmiffion on either fide, till noon, when the bdicged began to pciccivc their fupe- 
riority* About two o'clock in the afternoon, the principal of the floating hattciies appeared To 
be on flic, and before that lime on the fuccccding morning ilic whole of ihCiH were in flamo, 
and icon con fumed. 

d'lic lohi fuftained by the enemy, though induftrioufiy concealed, muft have been very 
p,rcr{S while the detriment received by the garrifon, in thclb various- attempts of the enemy, 
was very Inconfidcrablc indeed. It was now evident, liiat the tortreb; ot (.iiljraltar \va;> im- 
pregnable when defended bylhitilh folcliers. Gcncial Elliot, ['>y his iupcuov condaS, added 
iinoihei leaf to the wreath of Eritifli glory. 

Still, however, another diflicuity remained to be overcome, before Ciibral tar could be cen- 
fidered as in a flatcof fccurity. Notwitlirtanding the failure of their late attempt, the cncinv 
were not without hope, that, fiTjiii the want of ammunition and provlfions, the ganiihn would 
at length be compelled to furrender. But they wcie deftinod to meet witli nothing Ivat Jdap- 
j'ointmcnt in the ficge of this foitrcfs : for fucli diligence was exerted at home, that Lord blowe 
was enabled to fet lail from Portfmouth about the luidult of September, wuii 34 ih?ps 01 the 
line, he, for the relief of Gibraltar. This grand objed lie luccchstud.y efleded on tire liStli ol 
Oflobcr, in tlie very teeth of the combined fleets, which. amounted to 46 line of battle ihips. 
On ilie 20th, a partial adion took place at the Straits mouth between the two fleets,— when, 
ihc enemy avoiding the opportunity tliey had of coining to a general cngagc'mcnt, and the Bii- 
^ilh Admiral having fucceeded in throwing the ncxeflary luccours into (iibiviltar, wlilch was 
the grand ol>je£t of his enterprize, icturned to England, and received, as he well deterved, tlie 
tluinks of both Houfes of rarliament for the important ftrvice of that cxpcdilion* 
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1 78:! riic following treaty of amity and commerce was concludcd'ln the beginning of Oflober, 
in this year, between the courts of Peterfburg and Copenhagen, 

Article 1 , There fhall fuhiift between her Imperial Majcfly of all the Ruffias, her heirs 
and fucccilbrs to the throne, of the one part, and his Majcfty the King of Denmark, his heirs 
and facccflbrs to the throne, of the other part, as alfo between their Rates, kingdoms, pro- 
Vinces, cities, and fubjefts, to perpetuity, alafting peace, familiarity and good underftanding ; 
and in virtue of this concord, as well the faid two powers as their fubjefts, without exception, 
Ihatl afford mutually, on all occafions, and particularly that which concerns commerce and 
navigation, all the aid and afliftance pofliblc in difplaying for this parpofc all the zeal of friends 
and good neighbours, and without ever hazarding any thing that can turn to the prejudice or 
detriment of cither of the parties. 

** II. Perfeft liberty of confclence fliall be granted to the fubjefls of the two nations in tlicir 
refpeftivc Rates, and, confcquCntly, they fliall have free libcity to exercife the duties of their 
religion in their own houfes, in buildings, or churches, deftiiicd or permitted for that purpolb 
by government, without being troubled or molcftcd on any account whatever. 

<1 ni. The fubjeds of Rufliain Denmark, or thefubjefts of Denmark in Ruffia, Hiallbc 
conftantiy regarded and treated as the nioft favoured nations : and the two high conirading 
parties engage, between them, to grant to their refpeftive fubjefts all the accommodation and 
afliflance, and all the commercial advlritagcs which can naturally arife from fuch a preferente, 
in order, as much as pofliblc, to extend and raife to a flourifhing Rate the commerce of the 
fubjefts of Ruffia in Denmark, and-of the fubjefts of Denmark in Ruflia ; provided, never- 
tlielcis, that in all cafes where the prcfeiit treaty Riall not ftipulatc fome exemption or privilege 
in favour of the two nations, or of fome one in particular, the Ruffian or Danifh merchants 
fliall fubmit in their trade or traffic to the tariff or cuRom book, ordinances, and laws of the 
country in which they fliall he fettled. 

“ IV. It Riall be permitted to the fubjefts of each of the allied powers in the Rates of tlie 
other, to navigate, fell, and tranfport freely by water and by land, in all the ports, cities, and 
roads of the tw'o countries, all merchandize of wdiich the coming in and going out is not pro- 
hibited, on payment, however, of the cuftoms and preferihed rights in each place, and ujion 
conforming thereto in the fame manner as the vcfTels and carriages laden with the like trans- 
ports of merchandizes do to the laws cRablifficd in the place w'hcrc fuch commerce fhall he 
carried on. Her Imperial Majefty of all the Kuffias excepts only from the aforefaid pcrniiffion, 
her ports of the Black Sea, of the Cafpian Sea, and her other poffiffions in Alia; and his 
Danilli Majefty excepts only his pofleffiom in America, and the other cftablifhmcnts which 
^ lie poflTeflts oat of Europe. * 

u V. I'he commeicial fubjefts of the two high contrafting parties Iball pay for their mer- 
chandizes the cnftomjs or duties fixed in the refpeftive Rates by the cuRoui-ratc books, accor- 
ding to the prefen t or future regulations. And her Imperial Majefty of ail the Ruflias is failj:- 
ficd, that fhe gives brs DanHh Majefty a raoft convincing proof of the efteem in which ffic 
holds his Majefty, in the favour and preference which fhe profcfTcs in future to give to the 
Dauifli full-efts in her dominions, in granting them permiffion to difeharge the duties or cuf- 
toms in the current money of the country, without being fuhjcft, as heretofore, to pay the 
fun'.e in rlxdollars, valuing tlic rixdollar at 124 copecks current money of Rulfia; except, 
ncvcrihcicfs, the ports of Livonia, Eilonia, and Finland, which have particular cuftoms and 
'il,, priviivgcs to wl.dch the prefent treaty is not to extend* 
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X782 “ VI, As a reciprocal return for the advantages granted by the preceding article in favour 

of the commercial fubjefts of Dciunaik, his Danilh Majefty, vvifhing to benefit the trade of 
the fubjefts of Ruflia in his Rates, agrees, by the prefent treaty, to grant them the following 
advantages : — 

** I. That the Ruffian leaf tobacco, known in Europe under the name oi Ukraine tohacco^ 
through the paflage of the Sound, (hall in future, only eight; Rivers for ten pounds of the 
weights of Ruffia. 

** 2. That fuch merchandizes as are valued or eRimated by the rate of the laR, or by weight 
and incafure, fliall be examined and taxed in paffing the Sound, according to the lafts, mca^ 
fures, and weights aftually ufed in the places and ports of the Ruffian empire from whence 
Inch merchandizes ftiall be cleared out. 

3, l‘hat the pieces of Riga limber, known under tlie name of Surren Balden^ which are 
five, fix, feven, eight, and nine fathoms in length, ihail pay Ibr their paffage through the 
Sound, for twenty pieces, two and a half rcichs-orts (about 2S. 9]d. ficrling) ; and thofe 
of the length of from four to one fathom, and kfs, ihali be reduced to the duty and to the 
nieafure of the pieces of from nine to five fathoms in length, and (hall pay the cuftoms of the 
Sound according to that redufllon made on tlte nieafure of the great pieces. 

4. That the Vedaffe^ or Ve'idujfc^ fhall be paid at the rate of a dozen Rivers the laR, whicli 
fliall contain twelve tons of the fizc of thofe now in ufe at Riga. 

“ VII. And, moreover, his Danifti Majefly, accuRonied to favour the intcreRs of the em- 
pire of Ruffia, as thofe of an ancient friend and ally of his crown, will permit the fubjccls of 
Ruffia to enjoy, throughout the Sound, an equal treatment with the notions the moR favoured 
of Denmark, in requiring only per cent, for all merchandizes of which mention is not 
made in the tariff or cuRom-book. 

Vlll. 'The vcffcls and merchandizes which belong to the fubjefts of Ruffia ihail not be 
fearched in paffing the Sound ; but with refpcil to the tolls or cuftoms to be paid for fuch 
ihips and merchandizes, credit lhall be given to the certificates and paftports, in due funti, 
with which fuch veffcls ftiall be furnilhed from the rnagiftratc or cuftom-houfe of the place 
from whence they ihail have cleared out, without requiring any further explanation refpefling 
tile merchandize which compofes the cargoes of fuch veirds, and giving full faith and credit 
to the contents of fuch letters and pafl'ports with refpeS to weight, nieafure, quality, and pack- 
ages ; provided, ncvcrchclei's, that if any fraud ftiall appear comuiittcd on this account, mea- 
lurcs lhall be taken, on the firft requifition, for the purpofe of remedying the famei and pre- 
venting the like in tutuie. 

“ IX. The cullom-houfc of the Sound, in acquitting the payment of duties, ftiall, at every 
time, be obliged to give the fpccific detail of duties received on each piece of merchandize, in 
order that it may be verified and clearly afccriaincd if any thing ihali have been exafted too 
much ; and the fakl cuftom-houfc ftiall not be pcnniitcd to depart from this ufage, unlcfs the 
captains of veflcls, to accelerate their voyage, ihould content tlicmfclves with an acquittal in 
the grofs of duties paid for the whole of their caigocs. 

** X. 7 ‘hc Ruffian trading Ihips, after having paid the tolls or duties of the Sound, whe- 
ther upon entering the Baltic fea, or that having gone out thereol, ihould they be obliged by 
tempeft, contrary winds, or otherwife, to return to the Sound, ihali not be any longer liable to 
pay the faid duties a fccond lime. 
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a 7B2 XI. An exemption of port diuics, and generally of all otlicrsj flull be granted to Rufliait 
vctlels which lhall pafs before the fort of Glukllat, and other places which belong to IDcnniark 
on the Kibe, fo that thefe vctKcls, in going and comings ihall not be fearched, detained, or 
dillurhcJ, uiiiefs that in time of war iheic IhouM be ftroiig and fpecitic rcafoas to fufpeil them 
of carrying contraband articles to the enemy. 

“ XI L As often as the fubjefls of Ruffia or Denmark, by tempefls, or to avoid the pur- 
fuit of fotne pirate, or otlier unavoidabie accident, fhalj be obliged to take refuge in the ]>orts 
of the rcfpc'flive iTates, they fhall refit and provide thcmfelvcs with all things iieccflary, and 
put to fca in free libcity, without fubmitting to the leatl fcarch, or the payment of any port 
fees, or other duties whatfoever; on condition, however, that during their flay tliey flrai) take 
notliing out cf their vcffels, nor expofe any merchandize to fale, and that they jhall confoini, 
in ail things, to the laws, flalutcs, and cuftoms of the place or port into which they lhail fo 
enter. ^ 

“ XII f. No fiiip, whether a merchant-man or fl'iip of war, belonging to the fubjefts of 
one of tile allied powers, nor any pcrfori belonging thereto, fhall be liable to be Hopped, nor 
ftall the merchandizes be feized in the ports of the other. Bat this is, nevcrthclcfs, not to 
extend to feizures or legal arrefts on account of perfonai debts contrafted in that country by 
the proprietors of any fach vcllcis cr cargoes in which cafes, the proceedings fhall be accor- 
ding to the laws and judicial forms of th^ country ; and in cafe of perfonai delinquency, it is 
clearly undorllood, that every one fliali be fubjeft to tlic punilhmcncs cftabliflied by the laws 
of the country where the fhip or vcffel fhall then be. 

XIV. No fliip or tranfport whatever belonging to the one power, fhall be forced by the 
other to ferve in war agalnft their will. 

“ XV. If the vcHcIs of the fubjeds of the two contrafting powers fhould run aground, nr 
be wrecked on the coaHs of either the one or the other, their refpeftive fubjefts fhall be en- 
titled, as well for thcmfelves as for their vclTcIs and cfFc£ls, to all polliblc fuccourand riliiilano', 
tIk* fame as the inhabitants of the country thcmfelvcs; paying, ncvcrthclefs, the fame cljargcs 
and cuiloms to which the proper fubjedts of the flatc are in like cafes fubjefl, on the coads 
where they lhall be lb aground or wrecked. 

** XVI. ^Vhen one of the two contrafting powers fhall be at war with the other 
tlje communication and free commerce of the fubjefts of the other with fuch Hates, Hull not 
be interrupted ; and it is to the contrary, in this cafe, that the two crowns, intimately con- 
vinced of the wifdom of principles, which, for the general good of all commercial people, 
Jiave been fixed and decreed in the Maritime Convention between them at Copenhagen, the 
y th of June and July, 1780, declare their determination to make them tlie unalurrablc rule ot 
their conduft, and to have recourfc to them on every occafion, as to laws and flipulations 
which merit a diflinguiflied rank in the code of humanity. 

XVII. In confequcnce whereof they here immediately apply to thcmfelvcs the four im- 
portnnt axioms, which, in cafe of war, have been cflabJiflicd in favour of the rights of all ncu- 
trid povvers in general, viz. 

1. 1 hat all vcHcls llipdl have liberty to navigate freely from one port to another, and on 
the coafl.s of nations at war. 

2. That the property of all the fubjcfls to the faid powers fhall, in time of war, bt; free 
in all neutral vcliels# excepting goods which arc contraband. 
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1782 3. That u\ order to determine that which charafterizes a blocked port, none fliall be fo 

denominated, but where the approach of the affluUng power is fo near, and fo fituatcd, that 
there mud be evident danger in entering it. 

4. 7 hat neutral vcfTcls fliall not be flopped but upon juft caufes, founded on the mod: 
clear iadls ; that they lhall have judgment without delay ; that the proceedings lhall be always 
uniform, expeditious, and legal; and th!it at ail times, befides the recoinpence wlfich fliall 1)0 
made to thofe vvlio lhall liavc lufFcred lofs without having been in fault, a complete fatisfadloa 
lhall be made for the infult given to the refpeftive flags. 

XV III. The trading vcflcls of the refpeftive fubjefts, navigating alone, and which fliall 
be met with either coafling, or in the open fea, by the Ihips of war, or other armed vev'ljs of 
either of the two contrafting poweis engaged in a war with any otlier powers, lhall fiduuit to 
be fcarclicd ; but, at the fame time tliat the faid mcrchant-fiiips fliall he prohibited from throw- 
ing any papers overboard, the fhips of war or privateers aforefaid, lhall, on their part, rcinaiii 
conftantly beyond the dillance of gun-lliot from fuch mcrchant-lhips ; and entirely to prevent 
ail diiurdcr and violence, it is agreed, that fuch fliips of war or other armed veiTch:, lhall never 
lend oil more than two or three men in their chaioupcs, to go on boaui rh:in, to cyanfiiv^ 
their paiTj»orts and papers which contain a ftate of the property and coininiirions cft’.c \ . Vs hs : 
but I’uppufing, nevcrthelefs, that fuch mcrcliant vcflcls arc found cTcortcd by ofic or mor, ih p :; 
of war, the funplc declaration of the officer commanding the cfcort, that the vctilis can v no- 
thing contraband, lhall be looked upon as fully fufficient, and no farther fuarch fliall take pi:\cc. 

XIX. As Icon as it has been made to appear, by the documents produced, or bv the 
verbal aflii ranee of the officer commanding the efcort, that the merchant-lhips lo met at lea 
arc not ladcii with coiitiaband, they llaali be free to continue their route, without any fuiihct 
h'nulcvance ; and thofe Ihips of war or privateers, on one part or the other, who lhall, not- 
V. itliilaiuling, moled or damage, iti any manner wluitcvcr, the Ihips in queflion, lliali he obli- 
ged toaniwer for it in their perions and property, beliJes the reparation due for the infult 
given to the flag. 

XX. 'That if, on the contrary, a veffil, on being fcarched, lhall be dctcclcd with con- 
traband goods on board, the chclh’, trunks, bales, and calks which lhall be fo found in the 
lame vcflcl, lhall not he broken, nor the ieaft part of the merchandizes dilhirned ; hut the 
captor lhall have a right to bring the feid vcflld into port, where, after commcrtcing his legal 
procefs before the judge of the aJuiiralty, according to the eflablilhcd rules and laws, and after 
that dcfmitlve fentence thaii have been pafied, tlic prohibited goods or merchandize, or inch as 
lhall be pronounced to be contraband, lhall be confifcatcd, whilll the other efleds and mer- 
chandizes which were found with them in the fame (hip, (Ivall be reftored, wkliout eitlicr tho 
vclfel or eftefts being iialjlc to be detained under pretence of colls, damage, or penalties. 

‘‘ During the continuance of the procefs, the captain, after liaving delivered the goods taken 
for contraband, fliall not be obliged, againfl his will, to w’ait for tlic concluflon of the procefs^ 
but may put to fea with the veflei and the red of his cargo, wdicncver he lhall think proper: — 
And in cafe that a veffcl of one of the two powers, being at peace, (hall be feized, in open fea, 
by a man of war or privateer of the other powder, being at war, and Hull be laden with mer- 
chandize, acknowledged for contraband, the maftcr of fuch merchant vefltd fliall be at liberty,, 
if he thinks proper, to abandon immediately fuch contraband merchandize to his captor, who 
Hull be obliged to content hiinfcif with fuch volmnary abandonment^ without retaining, mo- 
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peifjjifred to pu:U\c cheir courre. 

X\ 1. 7'hc following articles it//// are thofe which fJiall be nnderflood to come under the 
denomination of contraband, viz. cannons, mortars, firc-anns, pirtols, bo!n!)s, greiiades, 
fufccs, fiints, matches, gunpowder, faltpetrc, fulphur, cuirafles, pikes, iwords, belts, cartou- 
ches, fadJlcs and bridles; excepting, at all times, the quantity which is neceffary for the de- 
fence of the fhip and Ihip’s company ; and all other articles vvhatfoevcr, which arc not here 
named, fliall not be reputed ammunitions of w^ar, or naval llorcs, nor be liable to confifeation, 
ami, confequcntly, ihall pafs freely, without being fuhjcdl to the lead molelhation. 

“ XXIL , Although, by tlie iwcnty-ftrft arlicie of this treaty, all articles of contraband arc 
found dearly fpecified, and deternuned in fuch a manner, that all merchandize not therein ex- 
prdsly named, ought to be reputed free and lecurc from feizuie, ncvcrthclefs, iicr Imperial 
and his Danilh Majefty, knowing the difficulties which have arifen during the prefent mari- 
time war, touching the liberty which the neutral nations ought to enjoy in buying veflcls be- 
longing to the belligerent powers, or to their fubje£ls, have judged proper, in order to remove 
all doubt which might poffibly arife on this matter, to ftipulatc, that in cafe of a war between 
one of them with any other power whatfoever, the fubjefts of the other contraAing party 
which ftiall remain in peace, fliali bc^at liberty to purchafe of the fubjefts, or caufe to be con- 
ftrufted in ports of the power at war with the other contrafting party, as many veficls as they 
fliali think proper, without being fubjeft to any difficulty on the part of fuch power, or of its 
privateers; provided, ncvcrthclefs, that fuch veffels be provided with ali neceffary documents 
to afeertain the property, and its legal acquifition, to be in the fubjefts of the neutral power, 

XXI 11 . It is alfo agreed between them, that the fubjeSs of any power at war witli eitlicr 
of them, who fliall be found in their fervicc, and thofe who fhall be naturalized, or (hall have 
acquired the right of denization, even during the war, fliall not be looked upon or treated oa 
any other footing thaji the fubjcfls borji in their refpe£live flatc^. 

XXIV, As each of the two contrafling powers may, for the advantage of the commerce 
of their fubjefts, appoint confuls in the ftates of their rerpeftive dominions reciprocally, it is 
.mutually agreed between them, that the refpeftivc fubjeSs Ihall, in all their procefles among 
them, and other lawfuits, by the proper confent and agreement of the parties, have rccourfe to 
the judgment of their refpeftive confuls ; and that not only the decifions of their faid confuis 
fliall be perfeftly valid and legal, but in order to enforce the execution of their determinations, 
they fhall alfo, in cafes of ncccffity, call in the power and afliftance of the tribunals of the 
place. But whenever the parties in difputc will not have rccourfe to the authority of their 
own confuls, they fhall make application to the ordinary tribunals of the country where they 
fhall then be ; which tribunals flaalJ he attentive to render them the moft expeditious and molt 
ftrift juftice, according to the law« and regulations cftablithed by thofe tribunals; and, in 
cither cafe, the refpeftive fubjefts may cliufe, to plead or conduft their caufe, fuch counfellors, 
attornics, or notaries, as tiicy fhall think proper, provided they be duly recognized as fuch by 
the government, or the courts eftabltfhcd for that purpofc* 

** XXV. The aforefaid confuls, in quality of officers of a friendly and allied power, fhall 
have power likewife, with the confent of the two high contrafting parties, to fettle the dif- 
putes, and finally decide between merchants of their refpeftive nations ; but in ail cafes which 
concern their own particular affairs, they fhall not be the Icfs fubordtnatc themfclvcs to the 
laws and tribunals of the country where they 0 iaU be eftablifhed. 
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‘‘ XXVL When the RuffiAii and Danifli merchants fhall enter in the caftom-houfc their 
contrafts or bargains for f;ilc or purchafe of merchandizes by their clerks, fupcrcargncs, or 
other agents employed by them, the cufloni-houfc of Rulna, in which tliofb contra£ls llnill he 
rcgiflcrcd, fhall examine carefully if thofc who contract for the account; of tlieir principals, 
aie lun\lfl\cd by them with full poveers, made in good and fulTicicnt form ; in which calc, the 
faid principals fhall be rcfponfddc for iljc fame as if they had contracted in perlbm ]>ut if the 
faid ftipercargocs or agents, employed by theaforefaid merchants, arc not provided with orders 
or fufficient powers, they ought not to be credited on their word : and aUhougli the cuftom- 
houtes may be charged with the care of this objeft, the parties tlieinfcivcs wire contract lhall 
not be the Icfs bound to take care, that the grants, bargains, or contrails, that may be fo made, 
ihall not exceed the powers which liave been cntrullcd to tlicm by their principals, as the latter 
arc only bound to anfwcr for t’u o;>je£t and value for which tlic powers were given by ti'Cni. 

J he cuflom-houles ot Denmark lhaU oblervc the fame conduft with rcff>eft to the coiuracl.^ 
purchafes, and falcs, between the Rufiian and Danilh merchants in the Hates of Jiis J)aniih 
Maiedy. 

“ XXVIL All pofliblo fupport fhall be given to the refpeflivc fuhicRs, agrtinfl thoic 
amongft. tlicmf-lvcs who (hall not falfil the engagements of contrinHs made auxnJmg to the 
forms piciciibed, and regiflered at the cuflom-houfe ; and, for this purpofc, govcvnnu iit, on 
both ildcs, tluili employ, in cafe of ncccflity, all •authority and afTiftancc rcquliitc to compel 
the appearance of the parties before the proper tribunals of the place where fuch coni! acts (hall 
have been made and regillcrcJ, and alfo to oblige the contraftors to the fj)cclfic pcrfoinrsncc 
tlicicof, 

“ XXV III, I'hc Datfjflt merchants cHabliflied in Ruflia fliall pay for the mcrrhianui//, s 
which they lhall buy, in the fame current money of Ruffia that they fnall liave rci.ci v'..ti »or 
tlkir merchandizes fold, unlcfs that in their contrafls or agreements made between the bn}-, i 
and h Her, it ntay have been fli[)ulatcd to the contrary, 'Jlic Ruffian mcrchaiits cilabiiliiid in 
the ilatcs of Denmark Ihail enjoy reciprocally the fame advantage. 

XXIX. '{’he nccclTary mutual precautions ihall be taken, that the fortingrlic nictcliau- 
d:izcs may be trullcd to perfons of known intelligence and }>rol)itv, to the end that ilie rclp'T- 
t'nc fubjccls niav, by that, means, be guarded againd an improper choice of merchandizes and 
fiaudulcnt packages ; and whenever there fhall be fidhcient proofs of trcfpafs ncgllgcucc, or 
of bad fairh in the excrcifc oi' the duty of their offices, they Ihall be reiponfiblc, and obiigvnl to* 
make good all lolTe^ incurred by their fault. 

“ XXX. The rcipc£livc fubjefls (lull have full liberty, at the rcfpeftlvc places of leridciice, 
to keep books of trade or commerce, in whatever language they thisik proper, without nr,y 
fu'cfcription or rcfliaint on tliat acoount; and it fhall not be required ot ihcm to proJuc'- tlu ir 
i)ooks of accounts or of commerce, unlcfs to juflify thcmlcives in cafe of bankruptcy or pro- 
c(’fs at law ; but in tins lafl cafe, they fhall not be obliged to prefent or Ihcw more than the 
articles neceffary to the cclaircifTcmcnt of the affair in queftion. 

‘‘ XXXI. If it fhould happen, that a fubjcfl of Ruffia, in the Hates of Denmark, ora 
ful)jc£t of Denmark, in f he Hates of Ruffia, ffioulJ become a bankrupt, without having ac- 
quired the right of denizen or citizen, the creditors, under authority of the magiftrates ot 
each place, fhall name truflcCvS, to whom all the effefts, books, and papery of him who fhall 
have become a bankrupt flrail be entiufled ; and then the creditors v?ho Ihall have claims to two- 
tliirds of the flock, if they vote in favour of any arrangement whatever concerning the dillrl- 
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1782 bution of this {lock, their fulFrages fliatl have fufficicnt power aver the other creditors, who 
jhall be obliged to fubmit to their arrangement : but widi rcfpcfl to the fubjcfls of the rcfpcc- 
five ilatcs who ihall be naturalized, or ihall have acquired the right of citi/xa in the Hates of 
the other coatrafting party, they ihall fubmit, in calb of baaki npicy, (as in all other aflairs) 
to the laws, ordinaiices, and ftatutes of the country where they Ihall be naturalized. 

“ XXXIL The Danilh merchants eftabliiheJ in Rulfia, fhall be permitted to build, 
to buy, fell, and hire houfes in all the cities of this empire, (Ruflia) which have not 
rights and privileges contrary to ihcfe acquifitions ; and it is fpecifically agreed, that at St* 
Pctcriburg, Mofeow, and Archangel, the houlcs poHelled and inhabited by the Danilh mer- 
chants, fliall be exempt from lodgement or the quartering of troops or foldicrs, lb long as the 
houfes belong to, or arc afiually occupied by themfclvcs ; but the houfes which they Ihall let, 
or take to hire, {hall not be fo exempted. In all the other cities of the empire of Ruflia, the 
houfes bought or built by Danilh merchants, who fhall eftablilh thcmfejvcs there, ihall not 
enjoy the exemptions granted, only in the three cities above fpeciiicd. If, nevcrtheltfs, it lliull 
be judged proper, in the courfe of time, to make a general order to take a pecuniary commu- 
tation for the provifion of quarters, the Danifli merchants Ihall be fubjcfl to it as well as 
others. 

His Danifh Majefty engages reciprocally, that the Ruffian mercliants eftAblilhcd in his 
{lates, fliall enjoy the fame excmptionsfand privileges which are granted by this prefent article 
to the Danifh merchants eftablifliicd in Ruflia, and on tlic fame conditions as above fpeciflecL 

XXXIII* Thofc of the rcfpe&ivc fubjefts who fliall be inclined to quit the provinces, 
cities, and ftates of either of the contrafling powers, fhall not expeiicncc any hinderance on 
the part of government ; but they ihall have granted them, with the accuflomed precautions of 
each place, the ileccflary pafTports, entitling them to go and take away freely all property whicli 
they may have brought or acquired there, after having firft paid their debts, and the dues and 
duties appointed by the laws, ordinances, and ftatutes of the refpeftive ftates. 

XXXIV. Although the right of efchcat docs not exift in the ftates of the two contrafl- 
ing powers, it is, ncvertJiclcfs, agreed between them, fo prevent all doubts whicii may arilb 
thereupon, that the effefts, moveable or immoveable, left by the dcatli of any of the rcrpcfli\c 
fubjefts in the ftates of the other power, Ihall defeend freely, without any obftaclc wliatcver, 10 
the right heirs of an inteftate, or legatees by the will of the dcceafed, who Ihall, in confequoi'. c 
thereof, take immediate poireffioa of the eftate, citlicr by themfclvcs or by letter of attorney, as 
well as the teftamentary executors, if any fliouid have been named by the dcccafcd ; and t\\c 
faid heirs fliall afterwards dlfpofc of the eftate which fliall have been left them as they tliink 
proper, after having paid the difFeient dues, duties, and fees cflabliflicd by the laws of the flute 
where the faid fucceftion fliall liavc been left- And in cafe that the heirs fliould be abfent, or 
fhould be minors, incapable of claiming their rights, then an inventory ftiall be taken of all 
the fucceffion bv a notary public, in prefence of a judge, or of the tribunals of the place, ac- 
companied by the conful of the nation of the dcccafcd, if there be one in the fame place, and 
of two other perfons worthy of truft, and afterwards put into feme public cftablilhment or 
fund, or into the hands of two or three merchants, who fhall be named for that purpolc by 
the laid conful ; or if he fliould ncgleft to nominate two fuch perfons, then into the hands ol 
pcrlbns appointed by public authority for that purpofe, to the end, that the eftate or ciled.y 
may be by them held and preferved for the legitimate licirs and true proprietors. And il theic 
fliould arife any difpute relative to fuch .eftate between different claimants, then the judges oi 
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1782 the plAce where the dfc^fls of the dcceafed arc found, fliaU decide the procefs by definitive fen- 
tence, according to the laws of the country. 

** XXXV. U peace fliould be broken between the two contrafting parties, (which, God 
forbid 1) the perfons of the rcfpc£l.ivc fubje£ls fhall not be flopped, nor tiicir vdlels nor efTcfts 
confifeated ; but one year, at Icafl, fliail be granted them to fell, part with, or remove their 
clfefts, with a view to repair to whatever place they fhall think proper, after having,, never- 
thelcfs, paid all the debts which may be legally demanded of them : this likewife fliafi be un- 
derftood of thofe of the refpeftive fubje£ts who fliall ferve by fea or by land, and both the one 
and the other fhall be permitted, before or at the time of their departure, to make to whom- 
foever they fliall think proper, or to difpofe agreeable to their will and convenience, of fuch of 
their effefts as they fliall not ))avc been already able to difpofe of ; fo that thofe who owe^them 
money, as well as thofe to whom tljcy owe money lhali be equally obliged to pay their debts, 
the fame as if no fuch rupture had happened. 

‘‘ XXXVI. The prefent treaty fhall be in force for the term of twelve years, and all wdiich 
IS found therein decreed, is to be invariably obferved during this interval, and executed in itsS 
fiill tenor and meaning ; provided, that before the expiration of the term of the fiild treaty, it 
ihould depend on the good picafurc of the two high contrading parties to agree to its pro- 
longation. 

XXXVIL The two liigli contraAIng powers engage to ratify the prefent tienty of com- 
merce, and tlic ratification of it fhall be exchanged, in good and due form, in the fpace of ]' x 
weeks fr<Hirthe day of the date of figning, or fooner, if poflible. In faith of which, v;c, the 
under-figned, in virtue of our powers plenipotentiary, have thereunto fet our names, ajud 
aftixed the fcal of our arms. 

Done at St. Tcteifburg, the ,\th of Oftober, 1782. 

** (L. S.) Petkr CriRTSTiA?: nr Sh’fiuMACuER. 
(L. SO Jean Covxr nr Ostt rm an. 

** (L. S.) Alexander Cot^xr j>i: Worontzow. 

(L. S) Alkx vxdkk de Be zrorodk o. 

“ (L. S.) Peter de pAcoTrMK."’ 

This treaty of amity and commerce was ratified by tlufir Imperial and lloval 
and tlic ratifications were exchanged according to the common cuftom, by the ie{]>cclivc 
pienipotentiaries. 

At this time was alfo concluded the following treaty at the Maguc, between the rcpnldic of 
Holland and the United States of America. — Though it is founded on the bafis of the fccict 
treaty of 177!^, vet as it appears in a new fl)apc, and in its preient form and fubfiance i. ad- 
mitted as a part of the commercial law of Europe, we lhali give it at large. 

“ 'riicir High -Mightinefles the Swtcs-Gcncral of the United Netlicriands. and tl)c I'niicd 
States of America, defiring to afccruin, in a permanent and equitable niaiincr, rlie rules to hr 
obferved relative to tlic commerce and correrpondence -which they intend to cflablilh between 
their rcfpc£tive flares, countries, and inhabitants, have judged, that tlic faid end cannot be 
better obtained than by eftabiifning the moft pcrfcfl equality and rccij>rocity for the bafis of 
their agreement, and by avoiding all tliofc burthenfome preferences which arc ufually the 
fources of debate, embarraffment, and difeontent ; by leaving alfo each party at liberty to 
make, refpefting commerce and navigation, fuch ulterior regulations as it lhail find mofl con- 
vtnfiein to itfclf, and by founding the advantages of commerce foldy ujK>n reciprocal luility. 
‘ . 3 H 2 Si>\d 
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1782 and the juft rules of free intercourfc, referving withal, to each party, the liberty of adniiiting; 
at its plcafurc, other nations to a participation of the fame advantages. 

On thefe principles, their High Mightinefles have named for their plenipotentiaries, Mcf- 
fieurs their deputies for foreign affairs ; and the faid United States of America, on their part,, 
have furnilhed with full powers Mr,- John AdamsJ late cominiftioncr of the United States of 
America at the Court of Verfailles, See. who have agreed and concluded as follows : 

** Article I . There lliall be a ftrnl, inviolable, and univerfal peace, and (incere fricndfliip, 
between their High Might! nelTcs the Lords the States General of the United Netherlands, and 
the United States of America i and between the fubjc£ls and inhabitants of the faid panics, 
and between the countries, illands, cities^ and places, lituated under the jurifdi^lion of ilie 
•:^id United Netherlands, and the faid United States of America, their fubjc£ls and inhabitanis, 
of every degree, without exception of perfons or places.. 

“ IL Thefubjeifts of the faid States General of the United Netherlands fliall pay in the 
ports, havens, roads, countries, iftands, cities, or places of the United States of America, or 
any of them, no other nor greater duties or imports, of whatever nature or denomination they 
may be, than thofe which the nations the moft fa\'ODrcd arc or ftiali be obliged to pay ; and 
they fhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities, and exemptions in trade, na- 
vigation, and commerce, which the faid nations do or fhall enjoy, whctlicr in palfing from 
one port to anothei in the faid ftates, •or in going from any of thofe ports to any foreign port 
of the world, or from any foreign port of the world to any of thole ports. 

** III. The fubjc£ls and inhabitants of the faid United States of America, Ihall pay in the 
ports, havens, roads, countries, iflands, cities, or places of the faid United Ncthcrland.s, or 
any of them, no other nor greater duties or imports, of whatever nature or denomination they 
may be, than thofe which the nations the moft favoured arc. or Ihall be obliged to pay, and 
they fhall enjoy nil the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities, and exemptions in trade, navi- 
gation, and commerce, which the faid nations do or Hull enjoy, whether in palling fioin one 
port to another in the faid ftates, or from any one towards any one of thefe ports, from or to 
any foreign port of the world ; and the United States of America, with their fubjefis and in-' 
habitants, fhall leave to thofe of their High MightineiTcs the peaceable enjoyment of their 
rights in the countries, iflands, and feasinthe Eaft and Weft Indies, without any hinderancc. 
or molertation, 

IV. There flialidrc an entire and pcrfc6l liberty of coufcicnce allowed to the fubje<rts and 
inhabitants of each party, and to their families, and no one flrall be molertcd in regard to his 
worlhip, provided he fuhmits as to the public demonrtration of it, to the laws of the country; 
there fhall be given, moreover, liberty, when any ful>jc£Is or inhabitants of either party ihall 
die in the territory of the other, to bury them in the ufual burying places, or in decent 0: 
convenient grounds to be appointed for that purpofe, as occarton fliall require ; and the dead 
bodies of thofe who are buried fliall not, in any wife, be raolcfled. And the two contraaing 
parties fttall provide each one in his jurifdidion, tliat their refpedtivc fuhjeds and inhabitants; 
may henceforward obtain the requifite certificates in cafes of deaths in which they Ihall be in- 
tererted. 

“ V, Their High Migbtinefles the States General of the United Netherlands, and the 
United States of America, fhall endeavour, by all the means in their power, to defend and 
proted all vcrtels and other effe^Is belonging to their fubjc^Is and inhabitants refpcftivcly, or 
to any of tlxem in tlieir ports, roads, Ixavcns, mternal fcas, paffes, rivers,, attd as far as their 
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1782 jurifdiftion CKtcncls at fca, and to recover and caufe to be rcftored to the true proprietors, their 
agents, or attornics, all fuch veflels and cffcfts which lhall be taken under their jurifdiSions, 
and their veiTels of* war and convoys, in cafes when they may have a common enemy, fhali 
take under their proteftion all the veffels belonging to the lubjefts and inhabitants of cither 
party, which lhall not be laden with contraband goods, according to the deferiptioa which 
fhali be made of them hereafter, for plaCiCS with which one of the parties is in peace and the 
ether at war, not deftined for any place blocked, and which fhali hold the fame courfc or fol- 
low the fame route : and t;hey (hall defend fuch veffcls as long as they lhall hold the fame courfe 
or follow the fame route againfl all attacks, force, and violence of the common enemy, in the 
fame manner as they ought to proteft and defend the veflcls belonging to their own refpcc* 
tivc fubjefts* 

VI. 'I‘hc fubjefts of the cuntrafting parties may, on one fide and on the other, in the 
refpective countries and ftates, difpofe of their efFcfts by teftament, donation, or otherwife 
and their heirs, fubjefls of one of the parties, and rcfidiiig in the country of the other or clfc- 
where, fhali receive fuch fucccflioru, even InieJiatOy whether to perfon or by their attorney 
or fubllitute, even although they fltail not have obtained letters of naturalization, without 
having tiic cfFcft of fuch coniiniffion contefted under pretext of any rights or prerogatives of 
any province, city, or private perfon ; and if the heirs, to whom fuch fuccefhon may have 
fallen, fhali be mifiors, the tutors or curators cftaMlflrcd by the judge domleniary of the faid 
minors, may govern, dire6t, adtninirter, fell, and altcratc the cifefts fallen to the faid minors 
by inheritance, and in general, in relation to the faid fuccclTions and effefts, ufe all the rights 
aticl fulfil all the fundions which belong to the difpofition of the laws, to guardians, tutors, 
and curators : provided, neverthelefs, that this difpofition cannot take place but in cafes where 
the tcilator (hall not liavc named guardians, tutors, curators, by teftament, codicil, or other 
j(g;U inllrument. 

VIK It lhall be lawful and free for the fuhjcfts of each party to employ fuch advocates, 
atlornies, notaries, folicitors, or faflors, as they iball judge proper. 

“ Vi\L Merchants, mailers, and owners of Ihips, mariners, men of all kinds, fliips, and 
\cfILls, nnd all mcrcham]izc''^ and goods in general, and cfFcfts of one of the confedci-atcs, cr 
of the fubjccls thereof, lhall not be kized or deiaiiieJ in any of the countries, lands, idands, 
cnics, places, ports, Iborcs, or denominations whatlocvcr oi the other contederatc lor any 
military expedition, public or private ufe of any one, by arrefls, violence, or any colour iicrc* 
of; imicli iefs fltall it be permitted to the fubjeSs of either paity to take or extort, by fou:e, 
any thing from the fubjcCls of the other party without thcconknt ot the owner; which, how- 
ever, is not to be underftood of leisures, defeentions, and arrefts, which thali be made by the 
command and authority of jufticc, nnd by the ordinary methods on account of dclns or crimes, 
in rei’pcil w’hcreof, the proccedirtgs mud be, by way of law, according to the lorms of juilicc. 

“ IX. It is farther agreed and concluded, that it lhall be wholly free for a!! merchants, . 
commanders of Ihips, and other fabjetls and inhabitants of the contrafting parties, in every 
place fubjedted to the jurifdi£lion of the two powTrs rc/peftively, to manage thciufelvcs tlicir 
own bulinefs: and, moreover, as to the uic of interpreters or brokers, as alfo In relation to 
the loading or unloading of their veffcls, and every thing which has relation thereto, they ftiall 
he, on one fide and on the other, confidcred and treated upon tlic footing of natural fubjc£ls, 
or, at Icaft, upon an equality with the nioft favoured jiation. 


X. The 
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x^jBz X. The mere i’lant /liips o/citlurr of the parties, coming from the port of ap enciny, oi 
j’VvOin their own or a neutral port, may navigate freely tovvarus any pout of an enemy of the 
ether ally : they ihall he, nevcrthelefs* heJd, whenever it lhalJ be rctjuired, to exhibit, as well 
upon the high feat, as in the ports, their fea letters and other ciacunients deferibed in the 251!! 
article, ftating cxprcfsly, that their cfFefts arc not of the number of thofe whicli arc prohibited 
as contraband : and not having any contrabanjl goods for an enemy’s port, they may hcolv, 
and without hinderance, purfuc their voyage towards the port of an enemy, Ncverthckls, it 
nor be required to examine the p:i].'crs of veilels convoyed by vefleh of war, but credence 
fhali be given to the woid of the officer who fhall condud the convoy. 

XI. If, by exhibiting tlic fcM letters and other documents deferibed more particulailv iji 
the 25111 article of this treaty, the other party lhall difeover there arc any of thofe foils of 
goods which are declared yu'ohibitcd and contraband, and that they arc coufgncd for a port 
under the obedience of his enemy, it ihall not be lawful to Jl>rcak up the hatclics of fucli ihipj, 
nor to open any cheil, coffer, packs, calks, or other velTcls found therein, or to remove tlie 
fmajicfl parcel of her goods, whether the faid vclTel belongs to the fubjefls of their High Migh^ 
tineffes the States General of the United Netherlands, or to the fubjeds or inhabitants of tl^c 
laid United States of America, unlcfs the lading be brought on (here in prefence of the officers 
of the court of Admiralty, and an inventory thereof made, but there lhall be no allowance to 
Icll, exchange, or alienate the fame Imtil after that due and lawd'ul procefs fhall have been lirfd 
agamft fuch prohibited goods of contraband, and the Court of Admiralty, by a fcatencc pio- 
nounced, lhall have confifcattd the fame, ffiving always as well the fhip Itfcifas any other goo;.l> 
found therein, which arc to be cftcemed free, and may not be detained on pretence of ilu ir 
being infeded by the prohibited goods, much Icfs fhall they be cot^fifcatcd as lawful prize*: . 
hut, on the contrary, when by the vifitation at land it ffiall be found that there are no conua- 
band goods in the vellei, and it ffiail not appear by the papers, that he who lias taken and car- 
ried in the veflcl has been able to difeover any there, he ought to be condemned in all the 
charges, damages, and iiitercfts of them, which he lhall have cau fed both to the owners of 
vclR'is and to the owmers and freighters of cargoes with which they lhall be .loaded, by his 
temerity in taking and carrying them in, declaring moft CKprcfsIy; the free veHcls lhall alhnc 
the liberty of the effefts with which they lhall be leaded, and that this liberty lhall extend it* 
fclf equally to the perfons wito lliall be found in a free velTcl, who may not be taken out of her, 
unlefs they are military men aflually in the fervice of nn enemy, 

‘‘ XIL On the contrary, it is agreed, that W'hatevcr fliall be found to be laden by the fub- 
jefts and inhabitants of either party on any Ihip bclongir,g to the enemies of the other, or to 
their fubjefts, although it be not comprehended under the foit of prohibited goods, the whole 
may be confifcatcd in the fairtc manner as if it belonged to the enemy; except, ncvcrthclcl , 
fuch eflefts and merchandiser as were put on board fuch ve/Iel before the declaration of wa:, 
or within fix inoruhs after it, which cfFcSs fhall not be, in any manner, fubjeft to confifea- 
tion, but fiiall be faithfully, and without delay, reftored in nature to the owners who lhall 
claim them, cr caufe them to be claimed, before the coafifeation and fale, as alfo their pro- 
ceeds, if the datim could not be made but in the fpacc of eight months after the faje, wliich 
ought to be 'public: provided, ncverthclefs, that it the faid merchandizes are contraband, it 
fh:ilh by no means, be lawful to tranfport tliem afterwards to any port belonging to enemies. 

“ XUK And that more cffcdlutil care may be taken for the fecurity of fubjefls and people 
4if either party, tliat they do not fuffer any moJeftatioa from the velRls of war or privateer > 
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1782 the other party, it fhall be fot bidden to all the commanders of vcllels of war and other armed 
velltds of the laid States General of the United Netherlands, and the laid United States of Ame- 
rica, as well as to all their officers, fuhjefts and people, to give any offence, or do any dannge 
to thofe of the other party : and if they aft to the contrary, they lhall be, upon the llrft com- 
plaint which fhall he made of it, being found guilty after a juft examination, puniffied by their 
proper judgips, and, moreover, obliged to^nakc farisfaftion for all damages and intcrefts there- 


of by reparation, under pain and obligation of their perfons and goods* 

“ XIV. F or further determining of what has been faid, all captains of privateers, or fitters 
out of vellt-ls armed for war, under comtuiffion and on account of private perfons, fliall he held 
before tlieir departure, to give fufficirnt caution before competent judges, cither to be entirely 
n. (potdiblc for the malvcrfatlons which tiicy may commit in their cruizes or voyages, as wrll hs 
foi the contraventions of their ca}>tains and officers, agai nil the prefent treaty, and agalnil tlie, 
ordinances and edifts which ihall he publifhed in confcquencc of, and conformably to it, under 
pain of lorfcituic and nullity of the faid cornnuffion. 

“ XV. All vcflels and merchandizes of whatfoever nature, which ihall be refeued out of 
rlie hands of any pirates or robbers, navigating the high Teas, wnthout requliite cornmiflions, 
fhall he hi ought into foinc port of one of the two States, and dcpolitcd in the hands of the of- 
ficers of that port, in order to be reftored entire to the true proprietor, as loon as clue and 
luihcicnt pioofs lhall he made concerning the property thereof. 

“ XVI. If any flups or vcffels belonging to either of the parties, their fuhjefts or people, 
fhall, within the coafts or dominions of the other, ftick upon the faruis or be vvrcckeJ, or 
iuffer any other fea damage, all friendly affiftance and relief (hall be given to die perfons ihip- 
wrecked, or fucli as ftiall be in danger thereof; and the vetTch, effefts and merchandizes, or 
rlic pan of them, which lhall have been faved, or the proceeds of them, if being i^eritliable tiicy 
flail have been fold, being claimed witbin a year and a day, bv die mailers or owners, or ihcir 
agents or at to nfms, lhall be reftored, paying only the rcalbnablc charges, and that which muft: 
Ik' paid, in the fame cafe, for the falvagc, by the proper fuhjefts of the country; there ilirdl 
rdlb he ddivertxl them fafe condufts or paffports, for their free and late paffago frofn thence, 
niul to return eacli one to his own country. 

XVIL In cafe the fubjefts or people of cither pnity, with their Ihipping, wl, ether public 
and of war, or private and of merchants, be forced, through flrefs of wxather, puiTuit of piiatos 
or cntMiiics, or any odicr urgent ncccffity for Iccking of llicitcr and harbour, to retreat and 
enter into any of the rivers, creeks, bays, ports, roads or Ihorcs, belonging to the other partv, 
tlicy lhall he received vvitli all humanity and kindnefs, and enjoy all fricnciiy piotcftion and 
hcip, and ihey (hall be permilicd to refrefh and pro\ide thcmldvcs at rcafonalj'c rates, with 
\iftuals and all things needful for the fuftenance of their pcifons, or icpaiation of lluir ihifK •, 
and they lhall no ways be detained or hindered from renii nlng out of the faid ports or roads, 
but may remove and depart when and whither they plcafc, without any let or binJcrancc. 

“ XV 111, For the better promoting of commerce on both fides, it is agreed, tliat il a war 
fhould break out between their High Mightinefles Th<‘ States General of the United Nether- 
lands and the United States of America, thcic fliall always be granted to the fubjefts on each 
ftdc, the term of nine months, after the date of the rnprurc, or the proclamation of war. to 
the end that they may with tlieir eflefts, and tranfport tnem where they plcafc; which 

it fliall be lawful for thenn to do, as well as to lell or tranfport their effefts and goods in all 
fieedom, and without hiudcrancc, and without being able to proceed during the faid tenn ot 

uiac 
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170Z nine months, to any ai rciT: of their effefls, much lefs of their perfons ; on the contrary, there 
fli.'li Ijc given them, for their vcflcls and their cfTet^s which they would carry away, paflports 
and life condufts, for the neareft ports of their refpcftivc.coimtrics, and for the time neceflary 
for the voyage, and no pri/.e made at fca (hall be adjudged lawful, at leaft if the declaration of 
war was not or could not be known in the laft port, which the vcHcl taken has quitted. But 
for wliatever may have been taken from the fnbjcfts and inhabitants of ciiijfr party, and for 
the offences which may have been given them, in the interval of thefaid terms, a complete fa- 
lisfaftion foaJl be given them. 

** XIX. No fuh)c6f of their High MightineiTcs the States Gcnei'al of the United Netlicr- 
lands, lliail apply for or take any commilfion or letter of niarcjuc for arming any lliip or Hups 
to acl as privateers againll the faid United States of America, or any of them, or the fubjedts 
a!id inliahitants of tlic laid United States or any of them, or againft the property of the inlia- 
Idtants of any of them, fiom any Prince or State with winch the laid United States of America 
may happen to he at war ; nor fliall any fubjeft or inhabitant of the faid United States of 
America, or any of them, apply for or take any commiflion or letters of marque for aiming 
atiy fliip or Hiips to a£l as privatocis againft the High and Mighty Lords the States General oi 
the United Netherlands, or againfl the fubjevh of their High Mighiineflcs, or any of them, or 
againft the property of anyone of them, from any Prince or State wnth which their Migli 
Mightinefles may be at war: and if any perfon of either nation fhall take fuch commiHion tr. 
letters of marque he fttall be punilhed as a pirate. 

‘‘ XX. If the vdTcls of the fuhjeits or iahal)itants of one of the parties come upon nnv 
ro«a{l bedonging to cither of the ftiid allies, but not willing to enter into port, or being cntccdi 
into port and not willing to unload their cargoes or break bulk, or take in any cargo, they Ih.i'i 
not be obliged to pay neither for the vdTcls nor the cargoes, any duties of entry in or out, m i 
to it;:' 5 der any account of tlicir cargoes, at leaft if theic is nor jult caufc to pidumc that fuc . 
carry to an enemy nicrchandi 7 .es of contraband. 

XXI. The two coMtratfting parties grant to each other mutually, tlir. liberty of 
each in the ports of the other, confuls, vice-confuls, agents, and cornmlirarics of their 
appointing, whofe funflions fhall be regulated by particular agrecmcnt.s^ whenever ciiiiH paiiy 
clmfc to make fuch appointments. 

“ XXn, This treaty ftiall not be underftood in any manner to derogate from the ninif, 
tciUh, nineteenth and twenty-fourth articles of the treaty with Prance, as they were nurnl a - 
<:d in the fame treaty, concluded llic 6th of February, 1778, and wliich make the article:; iuinli, 
tenth, fevcniceutli and twcnty-fecond of the treaty of commerce now fui')fifting between ilic 
United States of America and the crown of France: nor lhall it hinder his Catholic Majifty 
from accediftg to that treaty, and enjoying the advantages of the laid four arricles, 

XXHI. If at any time the United States of America fliall judge needfarv to coinnKur;, 
negociatioj^s with the King or Emperor of Morocco and Fez, and with the Regencies ol Ah 
giers, Turns, or "ihipoli, or with any of them, to ol)t;un paftports for the fccurity ol th.vir 
tiavigatlon in the Medifcnancan fea ; their High ^FIgh^ine^^cs promife, tliar upon the tTf|U)ii- 
tiou which the United States of America fhall make of it, they will fecond fuch negocianf-n^ 
in the m(?ft favourable manner by means of their confuls rcfiding near the laid King, Emperer 
and RegciKics* 

“ XXIV. The liberty of navigation and commerce flral) extend to all forts of mcrduin- 
.dizoB, CAcepting only tUofc which arc diilinguiftied under the name of contraband, or mcr- 

chaudi<i;-S 
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1782 chaiulizcs prohibited; and under this denomination of contraband and, merchandizes prohibit^ 
cd fliall be compichended only warlike florcs and arms, as mortars, artillery with their artifice ^ 
and appurtenances, fufils, piftols, bombs, grenades, gunpowder, faltpetre, fulphur, matclj, 
bullets and balls, pikes, fabres, lances, halberts, cafques, cuirafles, and other forts of armi: ; 
as alfo foldicis, horfes, faddics and furniture for horfes. All other efTcfts and merchandizes, 
not before I'pccificd exprefsly, and cvci} all forts of nayal matters, however proper they may 
be, for tffe conftruftion and equipment of velTcls of war, or for the manufaftufc of one or 
other fort of machines of war, by land or fca, fliall not be judged contraband, neither by the 
letter, nor according to any pretended interpretation whatever, ought they, or can they be 
comprehended, under tlie notion of efFcfts prohibited or contraband ; fo that all cfFcfts and 
merchandizes, which arc not exprefsly before-named, may, without any exception, and in 
perfcA liberty be tranfported, by the tabjefts and inhabitants of both allies, from and to places 
belonging to the enemy, excepting only the places which at that time (hall be befieged, block- 
ed or inveilcd, and thofc places only fhall be held for fuch, which are funouiidcd nearly by 
icme of the bclligcicnt powers. 

XXV, "I'o the end that all diflcntion and quarrel may be avoided and prevented, it has 
' been agreed, that in cafe that one of the two parties happens to be at war, the veflels belonging 
to the fubjcwVs or inhabitants of the other ally, Ihall be provided with fca-lcttcrs or paflports, 

1 xprcifing the name, the property, and the burden 'of the veficl, as alfo the name and the place 
f f abode of the raaftcr, or commander of the faid vcfiel, to the end that thereby it may appear, 
that ilic Ycrtirl really and truly belongs to the fuhjcfts or inhabitants of fome of the paTtics ; 
which paffport Ihall be drawn and diftributed according to the form annexed to this treaty, 
each lime that the velfcl fliali return, Ihe fliould have fuch her paffports renewed, or at Icail 
tlicy ought not 10 be of more ancient date than two years, before the vcllcl has been rctuvin J 
to lier own country. 

It has been alfo agreed, that fuch vcflcis, being loaded, ought to be provided not onlv 
with the faid paffports or lea-letters, but alfo with a general pailport, or with particular paff- 
ports or manifeft, or other public documents which arc ordinarily given to vciTel : outward 
bound, in the ports from whence the veffcls have let fail in the lafl place, containing a f‘pe- 
cification of tlic cargo, of the place from whence the veilcl departed, and of that (U^'hor cicfliniv 
tion ; or inftcad of all thefe, with certificates from the magiftrates or governors of places 
and colonics from whence the vcffcl came, given in the ufual form, to the end that it nuty h^- 
known wdiethcr there arc anyeffefts prohibited or contraband on board the velh is, and wlir - 
ther they arc defined to hd carried to an enemy’s country or not. And in cafe anv one j* 'gC' 
proper, to exprefs in the faid documents, theperfons to wdiom the cffe^\s on bond belong, he 
may do it freely, w’lthout, however, being bound to do it; and the omlflion id luoli Ui 

cannot and ought not to caufc canfiication. 

‘‘ XXVI. If the veflMs of the faid fubjefls or inhabitants of either of the parties Liilmg 
along the coafts or on the high fcas, arc met by a vcfiel of war or privateer, or other armed 
vcffcl of the oilier party, the fiiid veffcls of war, privateers or armed veffcls, for avoiding all dll 
order, ffall remain without reach of cannon, but may fend their boars on board the merchant 
veffd which they lhall meet in this manner, upon which they mnv lun paH more than two or 
three men, to whom the maftcr or commander fhall exhibit his paffpoit, containing the pro 
pci ty of the vcffcl, according 10 the ioun annexed fo this treaty; and the vcffel, after having 

VoL. IV. 3 ^ exhibited 
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1782 exhibited fuch paiTport, fca-lettcr, and other documents, flialbbc free to continue her voyage, 
fo that it fhall not be lawful to moletl her, or fcarch her in any manner, nor to give her cbacc, 
nor to force her to alter her courfe. 

** XX Vn. It Ihall be lawful for merchants, captains, and commanders of vcfTcIs, whether 
public and of war, or private and of merchants, belonging to the faid United States of Ame- 
rica, or any of them, or to their fubjc6Vs and inhabitants, to take freely into their lervices and 
receive on board of their vcflels, in any port or place in the jurifdidion of their High Mighii- 
neilcs aforefaid, feamen or others, natives or inhabitants of any of the faid States, upon fuch 
conditions as they Ihall agree on, without being fubje6t for this to any iinc, penalty, punilh- 
incnt, procefs, or rcprehcnlion whatfoeveri and reciprocally, all merchants, captains, and 
commanders, belonging to the faid United Netherlands, fliall enjoy in all the ports and places 
under the obedience of the faid United States of America, the fame privilege of engaging and 
receiving feamen, or others, natives or inhabitants of any country of the domination of tUe 
faid States General ; provided that neither on the one fide nor the other, they may not take 
into their fervice, fuch of their countrymen who have already engaged in the fervice of the 
other party contracting, whether in war or trade, and whether they meet them by land or fca ; 
at lead, if the captains or maflers, under the command of whom fuch perfons may be found, 
will not, of his own confent, difeharge them from their fervkc, upon pain of being othcr\vi/e 
treated and punirticd as deferters. « 

“ 'XXVllI. The affair of refra£tion ftiall be regulated in all equity and jufticc, by the 
xnagiftrates of cities refpeftively, where it fliall be judged that there is any room to complain 
in this refpeS, 

XXIX. The prefent treaty fliall be ratified and approved by their High Mightineffes tlie 
States General of the United Netherlands, and by tlie United States of America, and the 
* of ratification fliall be delivered in good and due form on one fide and the other, in the ipace 
of fix months, or fooner if poffibie, to be computed from the day of the fignaturc. 

In faith of which, wc, the deputies and plenipotentiaries of the Lords States General of 
the United Netherlands, and the minifier plenipotentiary of the United States of America, in 
virtue of our refpedive authorities and full powers, have figned the prefent treaty, and oppoted 
thereto the fcals of our arms. 

** Done at the Hague, the 8th of Oilober, 1782.’' 

The Form of the Palfport which fhall l>e given to Ships and Vcflcls, in crinfcquencc of the 

twenty-fifth Article of this 'Frcaty. 

To all who ilrall fee theic prefents, greeting : be it known, that leave and pcrmifiion arc 
hereby given to mafler and commander of the fhip or vclTcl called at 

the burden of tons, or tliercabouts, l}ing at picfent in the port or haven of 
hound for and laden with to depart and proceed with the faid 

fhip or vcffcl on his faid voyage, fuch fiiip or vcflel having Ix^en vifited, and the (aid mnfier and 
commander having made oath before the proper officer, that the laid fliip or veifel belongs to 
one or more of the fubjecls, people, or iababiiants of and to lilm or 

them only. 

In witnefs whereof, we have fubferihed our names to thefc prefents, and affixed the fcal 
of our arms thereto, and caufed the fame to be counterCgncd by at this 

day of in the year of our Lord Chiifi” 

2 '■ 
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1782 Form of rhe Certificates which fliall be given to Ships or Veflels in confcqitcnce of the twenty^ 

hftli Article of this Trcaiy. 

“ We magiftrates or officers of the cufioms of the city or port of 

do certify and atteft, that on the day of in the year of 001 Lord 

C. 1^. ot perfonally appeared betorc ns, and declared hy fdlcmn oarh, that th:; 

Ihip or vcfiel called of tons, or thcrcai)oiitr>, whereof of 

is at prefent jnaflcr or commander, docs rightfully and properly belong to him or them only. 
Thar Ihc is now bound for the city or port of to the port of laden 

with goods and mcrcliandizcs hereunder particularly deferibed and enumerated as follows : 

“ In witnefs whereof we ha\Tfigped this certificate, and fealed it with the fcal of our office, 
this day of in the y^ar of our Lord Chi ift,” 

1 orm of the Sea Letter. 

Mofi Serene, Serene, Moft PuifTant, PuilTant, High, Illuftrious, Noble, Honourable, 
Venerable, Wife and Prudent Lords, Emperors, Kings, Republics, Princes, Dukes, Earls, 
Barons, Lords, Burgoinaftcrs, Sclicpens, Counfellors, as alfo Judges, Officers, Jufiiciaries 
rind Regents, of all the good cities and places, whether ccclefiaftical or fecular, wdio lhall fee 
tlicfc patents, or hear them read : we, Burgomafters and Regents of the city of 
maketenown that the matter of appearing before us, has declared upon oath, tint 

the vcHci called of tlie burden of about lafts, whicli he at prefenr navi- 

gates, is of the United Provinces, and that no fubjefts of the enemy have any part or pornoii 
therein, dircftly or indircftly, fo may God Almighty help him; and as vve wijh to fee the faiJ 
matter profper in his lawful affairs, our prayer is, to all the beforc-meiilioncd, and to each of 
them feparatcly, where the faid matter lhall arrive W'iih his veflel and cargo, that they may 
pleafe to receive the faid matter with goodnefs, and to treat him iit a becoming manner, per- 
mitting him upon thcufual tolls and cxpcnccs, in paffing and repaffing, to pafs navigate and 
frequent the ports, palTes and territories, to the end, to tianfacl the bufincfs where and in 
what manner lie (hall judge proper; whereof we lliail be willingly indebted. 

In witnefs, and forcaufc whereof, we affix hereto the fcal of this city,” 

, In the Margin. 

** By ordinance of the High and Mighty Lords, the wStates General of the United Ne- 
therlands. 

And whereas a convention, concerning vcffels recaptured, was at the place and on tlic 
day above-mentioned, concluded hy the faid mlnittcr plenipotentiary, on the parr of thc^e 
United States, with l!ic faid plenipotentiaries on the part of the faid Lords the States Genei.il 
of the United Netherlands; and the fame hath been tliis clay approved and ratlSed by the 
ILntcd States in Congrefs alfcmbli-d, as it is contaii^d in the words fc^llowing, to wit 
Conventiou between the Lords the States General of rhe United Netherlands, and ilie United 


States of America, concerning Vcllols recaptured. 

“ The Lords the States General of the United Netherlands, and the United States of Ame- 
rica, being inclined taettabliJh feme uniform principles, with relation to piizcs made by vetiels 
of war, and commiffioned hy the two contratting powers, upon their common enemies, and 
to vefffis of iJtc fubjefts of either party captured by the enemy, and recaptured by vciTcb; of 
war commiffioned by either party, have agreed upon the following at tides : 

Article I. Tht veflcls of ritlier of the two nations, rccaptuvod by the privateers of tlic 
Jhali be rvttoicd to tJic hill: proprictoi\ if fuch vc&!u have not been four and twenty 

^ I i hmin 
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1782 hours in the power of the enemy; provided the owner of the veflcl recaptured pay therefore 
one-third of the value of the veffel^as alfo of that of the cargo, the cannons and apparel ; which 
third (hall be valued by agreement between the parties intcrefted, or if they cannot agree there- 
on among themfelvcs, they (hall addrefs tbemfclves to the officers of the Admiralty of the place 
v^hcre the privateer, who has retaken the veffel (ball have condu£lcd her. 

II. If the veflcl recaptured has been more than 24 hours in the power of the enemy, (lie 
(hall belong entirely to the privateer who has retaken her. 

III* In cafe a veflcl lhali have been recaptured by a veflcl of war belonging to the States 
General of the United Netherlands, or to thc.Unitcd States of America, (lie (hall be reftored 
to the firft owner, be paying a thirtieth part of the value of the fliip, her cargo, cannons and 
apparel, if (he has been recaptured in the interval of 24 hours, and the tenth part if (he has 
been recaptured after the 24 hours which fums (hall be diftributed in form of gratifications 
to the crews of the vcflels which (hall liave retaken her. The valuation of the faid thirtieth 
parts and tenili parts (hall be regulated according to the tenor of the firft article of tlic prefent 
convention. 

** IV. The rcftitution of prizes, whether they may have been retaken by veflcls of war or 
privateers, in the mean time, and until requifite and fufficient proofs can be given of the pro- 
perty of veflels recaptured, (hall be admitted in a reafonabic time, under fufficient furciies fipr 
the obfervation of the aforefaid artidcs. 

“ V. 7 'he veflels of war and privateers, of one and the other of the two nations, (hail be re- 
ciprccilly, both in Europe and in tlie other parts of thewrorld, admitted in the refpeflive ports 
of each, with their prizes, which may be unloaded and fold according to the formalities ufed 
in the (late where the prizes (hall have been conduced, as far as may be confident with the 
twenty-fecond article of the treaty of commerce : provided always, that the legality of prizes, 
by the vcflels of the Low Countries, (ball be decided conformably to the cuftoms and regula- 
tions cftablifl^ed in the United Netherlands ; as likewife, that of prizes made by American 
veflTels, (hall be judged according to the laws and regulations determined by the United States 
of America. 

VI. Moreover it (liall be free (or the States General of the United Netherlands, as well 
as for the United States of America, to make fuch regulations as they (bail judge neceflary, 
relative to the conduft which their refpeftive vcflels and privateers ought to hold in relation 
to the vtlTcIs w^hich they (hall have taken and conduced into the ports of the two powers. 

** In faith of which, we, the deputies and plenipotentiaries of the Lords the States General 
of the United Netherlands, and minifler plenipotentiary of the United States of America, have 
in virtue of our refpeftive authorities, and full powers, figned tliefe prefents, and confniiKd 
the fame with the feal of our arms. 

Done at the Hague, the 8th of 0£Iober, lySz.’” 

This convention was ratified in Congrefs, on the 23d of January, 1783. 

In confequence of the refolutions of the Britifli Parliament for an accommodation with the 
American Colonies, and the powers granted to the crown for negociating and concluding a 
general or particular peace or truce with the whole or with any part of that people, and ior 
fufpcndiisg and fetiing afide all former laws, W'hofe operations were In contravention to tha^ 
purpofe. Inftruflions had been clifpatched to Sir Guy Carleton, who fucceeded Sir Hem y 
Ciinton in the command of the Brilifh army in America, to ufc his endeavours tow'ardscany- 
ing the fame into cffcfl. 


lii 
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jjSl In confcqucncc of thcfc inftruftions, the Britifh commander informed General Wafliington 
of the proceedings of Parliament, and of the commifljon that he bad received ; and to accele- 
rate the purpofes of it, he demanded a paffport for Mr. Morgan, his fecretary, granting him 
permiffion to repair to Congrefs, General Wafliington, referring this requeft to that body, it 
pafTcd a rcfolution in the negative. The idea of a general or feparate negociation with Great 
Britain, or of any treaty without the participation of France, was reje^ed wiih much warmth 
by the various provinces of the union. They unanimoufly concurred in declaring, that no 
accommodation fhould take place, which was not founded on the general confent of the United 
States, and conformably to the ftipulations made with the allies. The State of Pennfylvania in 
particular, rcfoivcd, that all men, or bodies of men, who fliould agree to a feparate treaty 
with Great Britain, fhould be confidcred as foes to the union, and that any proffers on the 
part of Great Britain, to the prtjudice of their alliance with France, fhould be rejefted with 
difdaln. It even palled a declaration, that Congrefs itfclf pofTcfled no right to frame any a6l 
tending to abrogate the fupreme authority and independence of any province of the union. 

In conformity to thcfc fentiments, Congrefs declared, at the fame time, that no amicable 
conference could be held with any commiffioners from Great Britain, without a preliminary 
acknowledgment of the independence of America, or withdrawing its fleets and armies from 
that countiy. Indeed, fo fufpicious were they of a fchifm in the States, fliould opportunities 
be given for making fuch ofl’ers of advantage as mi^ht be expefted from the political intereft of 
Great Britain, that Congrefs, in order to preclude all hope of compafling a feparate tieaiv, 
flrongly recommended that a watchful eye fliould be kept againft the entrance of emlflarics from 
Britain into the United States; that no individuals coming among them under flags of truce, 
Ihould be allowed any communication with the inhabitants, but fuch as immediately related 
to the bufinefs that brought them ; and even that no perfon coming from any part of die Briiilli 
dominions fhould, during the war, have admiffion into any of the United States, 

T*o biing about a peace, w^as an objeft of the mod anxious attention to the new adminiftra-' 
t lon ; and, as the independence of America was granted, there did not icem to be any uncom- 
mon impediment in the way to prevent the immediate rcftoraiion of general tranquillity ; and 
3 i\ order to fettle the preliminaries and fmooth the way for opening a negociation in due lorn:, 
Mr. Grenville had been for fomc time in Paris. 

In die mean time, the death of the Marquis of Rockingham occafioned another change of 
adminiftration ; — the Duke of Portland, Mr. Fox, Lord John Cavcndilb, and feverai odiers 
c|L'ittcd their polls on tills occafion, — when the Earl of Shelburne was appointed to the Trca- 
l\uy, — Mr, William Pitt was made Clianccllur of the Exchequer, — Mr. T, Tovvnthend and 
Lord Cirantham, Secretaries of State, — and the Earl Temple lucccedcd to the Lord LieutC" 
ruiucy of Ireland. 

'Flic work of peace flill proceeded, — Mr. Fir/.hcrbcrt. the Biitannic Minlflcr at P>ruirelf?^ 
was ordered to repair fo Paris, when he was appointed plenipotentiary on the part oi England, 
to ncgociate and conclude a treaty of peace with the minillcrs of 1 ranee, Spain and Hollaiuh 
I\ir. Olwald, a merchant of diftinguilhcd commercial knowledge, was iikcwiic dilpatchcd to 
die fame place, as commiflioncr from the court of London, tor treating oi peace with John 
A^dams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens, tour of the commiffioners an-* 
pointed for the fame purpofe on the part of the United States of America. 

On the 2^d of November, the Lord Mayor of London and the Governor of the Bank re- 
cci\ed letters from the Secretary of State, which acquainted tliem, for the information ot tlic 

public^ 
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1:782 public, and to prevent the mifehiefs ariilng from fpecuiations'iii the funds, that the ncgocia- 
tions carrying on at Paris were brought fo far to a point, as to proraife a decifivc concluiioti 
either for peace or war before the meeting of Parliament, which, on that account, w^as proro- 
gued to the 5th of Decent !?cr> 

On the ;jd of December, the Lord Mayor, &c. received a fecond letter from the Seefetr^ry 
of State, which informed him, that provifional^articJes had been figned at Paris on the 3otli of 
of November, by his Majefty’s commiflioncrs and the commiiriontTsS of the United Stares of 
America, to he inferted in and conftitute a treaty of peace to be concluded, when terms of 
peace f i a 11 be agreed upon between Great Britain and France* 

Such was the fituation of public affairs when Parliament affemblcd. The fpeech from the 
throne which opened this fefTion was of unufual length, and comprehended every fuhjcdt which 
could, with propriety, be offered to the canfidei-ation of Parliament. 

it began with the affurance that his Majefty had, lince t4e ciofc of the lafl fcllion, employed 
his whole time in attending to the critical canjunfturc of public affairs. It then Hated, that no 
time had been loft in putting an end to the profccution of offenfive war in North Ameiiciii 
and, after informing Parliament that he had offered to declare the colonics of North Amctica 
free and independent Hates, and that provifionai articles were aftually agreed upon, to take 
effeft when the terms of accommodation could be finally adjuHcd with the court of f ranee, \ih 
Majdly proceeds in the following ex^jreffive manner:— “ In thus admitting their fcparatioii 
from the crown of thefc kingdoms, I have facrificed every confidcration of my own to the 
wilhes and opinion of my people* 1 make it my humble and carneft prayer to Altingary God, 
that Great Britain may not feel the evils which might rcfult from fo great a difmcmbernient of 
the empire ; and that America may be free from thofe calamities which have formerly proved, 
in the mother country, how elTcntial monarchy is to the enjoyment of conftitutional liberty/* 
The defence and relief of Gibraltar, and the fubfequent conduct of the fleet, were men- 
tioned in terms of the higheft panegyric* The ncgociat ions for a general peace were announ- 
ced as confidcrably advanced, — at the fame time a perfect confidence was cxprcllcd, that, if the 
expeftations of com pleating it Ihoiild be fruftrated, the moft vigorous efforts would be ulcd in 
thefurtlier profccution of the war. The Houfc of Commons was affured of the endeavours 
that had been, and would continue to be made, to promote oeconomy in the public expendi- 
ture. The payment of the debt Hill remaining on the civil iiH, and the relief of the American 
fufferers, were recommended to their confidcration. Their attention was aifo called to the re- 
gulations that had been adof^ted in their incidental cxpcnccs, fees, and other emoluments of 
office;— to the landed revenue of the crown, and the managements of its woods and forefls 
to the department of the mint to the general Hate of the public receipts and expenditure of 
the public debt; — and to Cuch a mode of conducling future loans, as to prpmotc the means of 
its gradual redemption. The pratHicc of payment by navy, ordnance, and viHualling bill 
was ftroiigly reprobated ; and a more correft mcliiod of making up the cHimates for the fcrvice 
of the year was protnifed. The high price of corn was then adverted to, — the frequency of 
theft and robbery was mentioned, and the prevention of thofe crimes, by correff ing the pre- 
vailing vices of the times, earncftly recommended, 'fhe liberal principles which had been 
adopted with regard to the rights and commerce of Ireland, were mentioned with great appro- 
bation* A revifion of our whole trading fyHem, with a view of its greatcH polTibic cxlciifion, 
was recommended,— and feme fundamental regulation of our Afiatic territories was required, 

: in matters of foreign commerce, might poffefs an entire and f>erfc6t 

confidence 
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1782 confidence In the probity, punftuality and good order of the Britifli goyernmcnt. His Ma- 
jefty concluded this important fpccch with declaring, that the fpirlt of the conftitution Ihould 
be the invariable rule of his condu£V,*-**that he would reward merit on ail occafions, and in 
every pi ofcffion, — and that the temper, wifdom, and dlfinterclledncfs of Parliament, collec- 
tively and individually, were ncccffary to enfure the full advantage of a government condudlcd 
on fuch principles, , 

Addiclles in the ufual ftylc were moved in both Houfes, and carried nnnitte contradlctnie : but 
though thefe addreifes were voted without a diflentient voice, and even without any amend- 
ment being propofed,— neither the fpeech, nor the conduft of the new minifters, efcaped tlie 
fcvcic examination ot the oppofite party. During the fitting of Parliament previous to the 
Chriilmas recefs, a variety of difeuflions took place relating to the fubjefl of pacification, in 
which the abilities of adminiftration and its opponents, were difplayed with no common heat 
and acrimony : but the principal objeft was of too much importance to be aft'efted by any col- 
lateral confidcraiion, — and it feemed to be the prevailing opinion of all parties, that no impe- 
diment flmuld be thrown in the way of peace* After voting thanks to Governor Elliot, Lieu- 
tenant General Boyd, with the other officers, &c. employed in the defence of Gibraltar, — con- 
ferring the fame honour on Sir Edward Hughes, for his fervices in the Eaft Indies, and pal- 
ling the land tax and malt bills, the Parliament was adjourned to the 21ft day of the ap- 
proaching montli of January, 1783. * 

Great Ikitain was not fingular in feeling a defirc for the return of peace ; fimllar fentiments 
prevailed among all her enemies. Notwithllanding the incumbrances with which fhc was cp- 
prclTed, — though deprived of her North American colonies, and greatly injured by ful>requent 
Joflis, Ihc had yet proved ftrong enough to refill their united powers. Her ftrcngih was yet 
vigorous, and her rciburccs were not yet exhaufted : the fpirlt of her councils was not enfeebled, 
and xbc nati^ui at large, however it might have been divided in regard to the American war, 
continued inflexibly refolute in the determination to lace all its enemies. 

France, the great fupport of the confederacy againll Britain, began to feel an alarming di- 
minution of thofe means by wliich ffic had hitherto continued to mainfain it. The expences 
of the war prefl'ed very heavily upon her, as ihc Jiad not 00 ly her own fleets and armies to iup- 
port, hut was called upon by America for pecuniary, well as other lupplies. Her trade had 
materially fufFcrcd in the beginning of the war, and the numerous individuals whole viii:urs 
had been cfieniially injund at this period, had not yet recovered from their cmbanaffincnts. 
In the European fens, thougli afliiled bv the whole naval power of Spain, Ihc had not been 
a!)lc to make any iniprcflion on the coaft or marine of Great Britain, or to prevetu the uiuai 
and cliabiillicd courfc of its comincicc. Her credit was, at length, beginning to totter, — while 
t!ie Aiiieiicans were continually complaining of the laidincls ot her remittance^, aiiJ did not 
hclitiiic to alcribc, in the moll unrcfcrvcd manner, n>any of the difailers which befcl them to 
her deficiencies in that particular. 

vi})alri, the other great member of the confederacy, was confidered, with great rcafon, as 
having ailed a part, upon this occafion, totallv incontillent W'itli the maxims Ihe ought to have 
adopted refpefting America. 7 'he empire wh.ch llic had now been nflfting to f ri\» itlcll in 
the northern part of that hetnifphcrc, where fhe hcrielt poflejEd fuch an extent ot dominion, 
was incompatil>lc with her intcrclls, — hut in this, as in many other inftanoes, the Spam Ih 
nation was lacrificed to minifteiial intrigues. 1 he recovery of Jamaica in the new world, and 
of Minorca in the old, and, above all, of Gibraltar, was deferibed as a comperxfation winch 
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1782 would amply repay tlie trouble and cxpcnce that might be occafioired by uniting with France 
in fupportof tiic Britifh colonics. Allured by fuch engaging reprefentations, and influenced, 
without doubt> by a regard to the family compaft, the Sp^Rith court entered into this combi- 
nation againft Gicat Britain, without perceiving or duly confidering the confequcnccs of it. 
The capture of Minorca had lately renewed the fpirits of the Spanifh nation, — but the lubfe- 
quent failure of their arms before Gibraltar, had caufed a very fuperior degree of depreffion. 
This mortifying circumftance, with the complete relief of that fortrefs, in the face, and in dc- 
hance of the whole naval ftrengthof the Houfc of Bourbon, together with the preceding defeat 
of the noblcft fleet that France had ever fent to the Weft Indies, were events that convinced 
the miniftry ot Spain how cironcoufty it had been led to cxpe£I, that the humiliation of (Jreat 
Biitaiu would be a work of facility, in the difficult circumftances wherein fhe was involved 
by difputc with her refraftory colonics. 

Holland, the laft member of the confederacy, in point of power as well as of time, hid 
every rcafon in the world to defirc a termination of the quarrel in which flic had engaged. — 
Never had that ftatc exhibited fuch fymptoms of debility as at the prefent moment. 
aifcnals at home were empty, and its dependencies abroad without any adequate defence. Se- 
parated from its ancient and natural ally, it depended entirely upon France for the proteftioa 
of its foreign pofleflions j fo that it was obliged to fubmit without referve, in all the meafurts 
of its government, to the will of the Vrench miniftry. In this precarious and fallen ftate, the 
Dutch could hardly be faid to have any power of their ow’n, and were to be confidcred as no 
thing more than the pafiive inftruments of France^ 

Such were the reciprocal lituations of the fcvcral belligerent powers, towards the clofc of tlic 
year 1782, — by which it appears, that however great their ambition, or violent their refent 
ments might be, they were all defirous of peace, as they were all in a condition to make it; 
teftoring powers cflential to their future profperity. 

7 'he diffentions and commotions at Geneva not only continued to incrcafe, but to be at 
tended with the moft ruinous confcqucnces to that republic. By the original conftitution ol 
Geneva, the fovereign power of the ftate was invefted in the general council, which confiftotl 
of all the citizens, Ace, : but, by degrees, the magiftraics and fenate had greatly increafed their 
own power, and diminifhed tlie privileges of the people. Repeated complaints were made by 
the Utter, that the former had exceeded their authority and encroached U}>on their rights.— 
The fenate occalionally iropofed taxes, without the confent" of tlic general courtcil ; and tlie 
feverity with which the magiftrates and fenate fometimes puuillicd tliolc who had cenfured anti 
oppofed their attempts to extend die bounds of their amhoiity, had contributed to incrcafe the 
number of malcontents. Such a ftate of things naturally occafioncd frequent contefts ; and to 
prevent a continuance of difputcs, the dcmocratical party required a regular code of laws, 
which fliould be forlhc rulers the foundation of their authoiity, and for the people the known 
flandard of their obedience : mutual confidence was about to reft upon tiie bafis of public order 
and common fecurity, when by the intrigues of the ariftocratical party, this falutary proje^ft 
was defeated. The magiftrates not only employed the moft unjuflifxablc prafliccs for the rup- 
port of their authority, and made the moft exaggerated reprefentations of the oppofition fet tip 
againft them by the other citizens; but endeavoured to obtain the interference of foreign 
powers, and in this fatal mcafurc were unfortunately fucccfsful. 7’lic imerpolitiou of the 
court of France, and the two ariftocratical cantons of Zurich and Bern, greatly increafed the 

troubles of the republic. Tbefe mediators could not agree, and in tlie month of May, in this 
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82 year, a body of 12,000 troops, helnnginp; to the Kity\ of France, U12 Swifs Cantons aiid the 
King of Sardinia, formed the blockade of that city. ]n thi% flalc of things, tlic citizen;; 
themlelves obliged to admit Ifie troops wirhin their walh ; and the mediatiiig power ', jn^uajcd 
a new code of laws for tlic republic of (jeneva, — but fo incoiifillcnt with the liberties of the 
people, or the independence ol the republic, tliat numbers of the citizens immediately rcfolv- 
cd to (]uit their country, and to feck Ibnic other region where freedom might !jc enjoved. — 
Some attempts were made to intcreft tlic Britifli miniftry in the fate oftlrat repnldic, but tins 
was not a moment for Great FJritain to exert itfclf in fuch a cavife. it became a r(.folution, 
liowcvcr, of many of the citi/xns of Cjcncva to quit their conniry and to fix their iclidencc in 
Irtlar.d, and agents were accordingly employed to procure them fcttlemcnts In that kingdom, 
wlicrc they met with the mnft libci;-- encouragement from the government, from tlic uoblliiv, 
and fjom tlie nation at large. At ai\ alfcmbiy of the delegates of 34 different corps of volun- 
leers (jf tlic pjovince of l^clnflcs it was tinanimoutly rcloivcd, “ 'I'hat the virtuous clfr/cris of 
< /eneva, vvlio wifhed for an afylum in lliat kingdom from the hand of tyrariny and oppicflion, 
deierved their highefl commendation, and that they who ellal'diifhcd thcmfclves in li.land 
should, upon every occafion, receive their utmoft attention and fuppovt.’’ 

'Fhe total number of velle! s which ariivcd at Dantzig, during this year, aiviiiMAcJ to 
among which there w.is not one under Dutch colcnirs ; and the number of tliofe which ihded 
lor that port during the fame period, amounted 10 549. Aloft of the Dant/dg vclLls were at 
this time employed in carrying liiip-building timber to England, and had very high fieijhts. 

'J'lie quantity of indigo imported into England from India during this year, was llv, 

i he indigo annually exported to Great Britain from America, 0:1 an average of three 
years, vi/.. 17^18, I'/hq, 1770, amounted to 602,973 lbs* 

'The Canada Ulcs, whicli arc every fpring in London, of llic furs and peltry lent the pre 
eeding year, amounted in thi> year to 1. ‘^9,000!, 

It i',. a circmniiancc whicli well deferves the public atlcnliojt, lljat Rufha, dining yi ar, 
I ’.ported 350 tons ot’ candles, and that ihc lias lowered the duties on that arlklc wh-'^n export" 
vd, Iioth the ibap and candle trade arc of confidcrablc beneftr to J/ritain and IielanJ. 

'Fhe average ejuantitv of rum imported for ten years from 1773 to .17S2, war. -\cu.:d"'42 gal- 
iour. ditto exported, 61 7,939. 

'I 'he necefiity of taking fome cHeftnal means to }>revcnt tlic fnutgghng of wool, is evulonr 
hoin the incrcale oi' that practice. In 1770, the quantity ieized was only 50 lbs : — in i7o:>, 
i\ had incrcafcd to 12,383 lbs, ; — and in lySa, it amounted to 13.916 ibs. 

Tile number of Ihips which svcrc employed from England in the whale inlieiy to TAo I fs 
Streights and the (irccnlanJ Seas, during this year, amounted 1038; tlu; innintv ]>; ing at 
30s. per ton. T'he war prevented any Dutch flilps from engaging, at prclcnt, in that fi^iu ry. 

The ftalc of infurance of Ihips, at this period, was as follows : 

From London to the Well Indies, with convoy, 10 per cent, or 20 to return 10, 

i o Jamaica, with convoy, 12 per cent, or 20 to return 8. 

To New York and Halifax, with convoy, 15 guineas per cent, or 25 to return lo, it ilnps 
of force ; — Without convey, if fhips of force, 25 to return S. 

To Cork, Waterford, and Dublin, 6 guineas per cent. 

I rom Ireland to the Well Indies, (except Jamaica) with convoy, 10 per Cv Ut. or o to 
TCturn lo. 

To Jamaica, 12 per cent, or 22 to return 10. 

VoL. IV, 3 K 
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178;: From Ireland to Portugal, 15 to ao per cent, to return 5 to 10, if with convoy. 

'Fo the Mediterranean, an advance of 3 per cent. 

From the Weft Indies to Great Britain or Ireland, witll convoy, 15 guineas per cent. » 
without convoy, 20I. per cent, unlefs ihips of force. 

From Jamaica to any ports of Great Britain or Ireland, 25 per cent, to return 8, if wiih-» 
out convoy ; or 16 per cent, warranted with convoy. 

From Liverpool, Briftol, and Glafgow, to New York, 25 to 30 per cent, to return 16 per 
cent, for convoy. 

To the Weft Indies, 20 per cent. 

To Jamaica 20 per cent, to return 8 for convoy. 

The revenues of Ruftia, at this period, appear, from the moft authentic accounts, to be as 


follows reduced into fterling money. 



Poll tax, — 

— _ 

1,900,000 

Crown lands, Great Ruflia, 

— 

600,000 

Ditto, Little Ruflia, 

— 

209, coo 

Ditto, Poland, 

— — 

300,000 

Ditto, in Swcdilh conquefts 


80,000 

Salt, — — 

— 

520,000 

Hemp and iron, 

_ — 

370,000 

Pot alhes, — 

— 

85,000 

Cuftonis, — 

— 

260,000 

Baths and licenfed houfes, 


100,000 

Internal duties, 


560,000 

Trade of Siberia, 

— 

36,000' 

j 

Total, 

5,020,000 

Total revenues in Ruflia amounted, in 

tyiG, 'to 

2,000,000 

in 

1740, to 

3,600,000 

in 

1760, to 

4,3 00,000 


7'he quantity of linen exported from Ireland to Great Britain for one year, endiiig with flie 
of March in the prefent year, is as follows :~linen cloth, plain, 24,692,072 yards, value 
1,646,1381.25. 8d. *, — linen, coloured, 767 yards, value 62!. 6s. 4.1d. 

The quantity exported from Ireland to every other country, (cxciufivc of Great Britain) for 
one year, ending with the 25th of March in the prefent year, is, linen cloth, plain, 278,233 
yards, value 18,548]. 14s. 8d. , linen, coloured, 73, 655J yards, value 5,984b qs. qd. 

The importation of woollen cloth from Great Britain and Ireland, during tViis year, was, 

Old drapery, ~ 362,824 

Kew drapery, — ~ 547.33^ 

Total, 910,160 

The quantity of ribbands exported from Ireland in this year, was iqlfas. 40ZS.; and the 
amount of the raanufaftured iilk exported, was 370 lbs. 3 ozs. 

The following is the export of cotton yarn manufaftures and mixtures of cotton from Ire- 
land, during the pr.cfent year : — cotton yarn, 8,798 pounds weight ; manufa^ure and mixture 
of cotton to the value of 4i4l> 7$. 


Export 
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ft. 


report of iron and iron ware from Ireland, in the fatnc period, w^as, hardware to the value 
of 22I. ns. 4cl. ; ironmongers ware, to 2I. xQs. ; and wrought iron to the amount ol 
7^cwt. 3<jrs. 7 lbs. 

'J'he export of glafs from Ireland in this year, was, bottles, 1,738 dozen ;—glafs ware to 
the value of 172). ns. 

"J lKt iuiportaiion ol flocLings into Irdaud, was as follows : 


Pair. 

20,490 

360 

348 

39.717 

1.617 

9.617 


Cotton, — _ 

Silk, 

Silk and Wotfled, — — - 

Thread, — * — — 

Woollen, _ — 

Woriled, — — — 

I'.xport from Ireland of the lame article, in the fame period, was, 

Dozen, Fairs* 

Thread, — — “ 14 o 

Woollen, ~ — ^39 ^ 

Worfted, — — . — ^38 3 

The number of hats exported from Ireland in this year, amounted to 450. 

Tin; value of the upholflery imported into that kingdom during the fame period, was 
8,9771. 17s. II ',d. and the value of that exported, was 629I. 18s. 3d. 

'J'he ([uaiitity ol hooks and paper exported from Ireland in this year, w-as, books, unhomul, 
5 c; c w t. 1 4 i b, ; — vv riling paper, 200 reams. 

An acc'T'uni of roods and merchandize, being the growth, produft. or imiuifav^ ure of 
im])ort<'d into Ciuat ihitain, and fiom then.. c exported to the kingdom ol lalanJ, tiorn tiie. 
:'5tii oi Mauh, 1781, incluiivc, lu the 25th ol Marclt, 1782. 


Dl N O .M I \ A i' ION .-i. 

Stained Callico, 

W'iiite ditto, 

Muhin, — 

india Silks and Stufr?, 
Drugs, — 

Cinnamon, — 

Cd loves, — 

Mace, — 

Kutmegs, — 

Pepper, — 

Piemen to, — 

Rice, — 
Saltpetre, — • 

China raw Silks, 

Bohea 'Pea, 

CirctiJ ditto, — 


Ou AM IT V. 


Y A L Cl . 


iJ's. 


2 at e/s, 
1,836 
860 
54>i4^ 


/. 

459 


j- a, 

o 

17: O o 
9 ,cc6 i6 8 



10,121 

7 

2 

6 \- 

2221- 

89 

0 

5()2 

2S1 

0 

0 

27 a J- 

2 ?. 6 

D 

6 

3’539 

1,769 

lO 

0 

43.401 4- 


9 

0 

5.392 

269 

12 

0 

91,882 

*■ ^8 

6 

9 

99,610 

2,24^ 

8 

9 

46,694^ 

46,694 

3 

4 

887,767 

88,776 

14 

0 

00 

129,974 

8 

0 


3 K 2 
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A. n. 

^782 An authentic account of corn and grain exported from, and imported into England anc 


Scotland. 

EXPORTED. 


IMPORTED. 

1782. 

Brlti/h 

F01 eigK 

1782. 

Quarter Si 

England, 


.^rs. 

England. 


Wheat, — 

6,497 

- 1,040 . 

Wheat, — 

76,079 

Wheat Flour, &c. 

124,495 

2-332 

Wheat Flour, 

3.700 

Rye, — 

3>994 

9 

— 

— 

Barley, ~ 

28,3s ‘ 

45 

Barley, — 

11,954 

Malt, — 

79-324 

— 


— 

Oats, — • 

10,555 

7,018 

Oats, — 

33*758 

Oatmeal, — 

2,113 

40 

— 

— 

Beans, — 

19.493 

226 

Beans, — 

3.619 

Peas, — 

5. *33 

860 

Peas, — 

4.553 

Scotland. 
Wheat, — *• 

552 


Scotland. 
Wheat, — 

666 

W heat Flour, 

*1.235 

— 

Wheat Flour, — 

250 

Barley and Bear, 

*2,935 

— 

Barley, ~ 

1,638 

Earley Meal, — • 

28 

— 


— 

IVlalt, — 

7,062 

— 


— 

Oats, ~ 

1,089 

— 

Oats, — 

3-929 

Oatmeal, 

2,501 


Oatmeal, — 

875 

Peas and Beans, 

416 

— 

Peas, — 

386 


The bounties on corn, and grain exported from England in the couvfe of this year, amoun- 
ted to 42,281!. 3s. iir^d. 

The drawbacks, during the fame period, were 55I. 7s, id. 


The amount of tlie bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, during the fame 
time, was 5,633!. 3s. S^d. 

The duties on corn impoitcd into England, was 2,270!. 2S. 7d. ; and, in Scotland, tht:> 
amounted to 7c)!. 14s. 6d. 

The average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the flandard Winchefter bufhei, for 
this year, was as follows : — 

Wheat, 5s. II Jd. ; rye, 3s. 7 td. ; barley, 2S. 9|d. ; oats, is. io]-d. ; beans, 3s. 3d. 

The feven follow'ing tables contain abundant matter of commercial intelligence. They flicw 
the amount of the principal American and Wcfl Indian flapic commodities, which WTre im- 
ported into or exported from Great Britain, during the year 1773, the moft profperous of our 
commerce, and during 1782, the year of the moft general war the nation ever fuftaiticd. Tlie 
imports and exports of 1773, exhibit a view of our colony trade durifig its ufual courfe ; thofc 
of 1782 point out the circuitous courfe that the ingenuityof commercial enterprize had found 
for ventures, under the greateft cmbarrafliDcnts. The tables wliich fuccecd, give the total ol 
the imports and exports of the before-mentioned flapic commodities for a period of ten years, 
fliewing their fluftuations in peace and war, and the bad cffc£l of war on commerce. 1 hey 
ftem to prove, however, tliat the duties laid on during the war, had no great effeft on the 
imports, paiticuiarly of fugar and rum. 
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xn Account of SUGAR imported into and exported from Great Br i t a in for two years, viz* 
from Christmas 1772 to Ch ri.'>tm as 1773, and from Chr is'i*m as 1781 to 1782. 



EnoKAND, i773« 

Scotland, 1773. 

England, 17 Si. 

1 Scotland, 1782. j 


Imported, 

Exported. 

Imported. 

Exported. 

Irruioited. 

Exported. 

... 

1 Imported, 

Exporred. 

Vtlk. 3 , 

It-'!'* 

), am.uk A Norway, 
Oiuntry, 

,.m: i ad Its, 

: ■ dcis, 

cwt. qrs. 11) 

cAt. c[rs. lb 
26b 0 10 

cwt. qrb. lb 

cwt. qr4. lb 

cwt. qrs.lt 

i cwt. tjri;. lb 
123 0 H 

cwt. qrs. IL 

.;\M. qrs.ii: 








‘*•4 ? 3 















2 1> 0 0 




379 J ^4 
|!“'6ir 2 26 




171 3 II 

! 












1 c'l niaii y , 

71 L'rnl^iul, 

r-r.ind, 


IJ-H4 1 ?. 


Cl 1 Q 




i-*ii 1 2f> 




2 3, 2 .. 0 





X 3 10' 






14,. i 14 

1 4 



' k 1 “ if 


'>73 5 » ^ 

iU gf Man, - 



: ‘ 3 ^ 22 


7 »k> 3 



117*) 3 t 






.Hilwjr.i, 

'ji 


* - 4 3 * t 




1 rf n' 








.,,62 ^ 






; 








i 



•* - J ,-k . , 






1 






>} .1 

1.-*. f' • 



i 









2 :, 4 « ? 2«‘ 

) 

b • 2.4 



1 




1 





. t'tilc r, - 

‘kiid 'd* (lucrnRy, 
a-.r.i' cf rlcy, 

jri/Nrr/uu viz. 

'.vU 1 'mi\ idt-MlCC, 


3 4 

! 







1 







IZI 







1 It) 


i 

1 







, 




S ' / 9 1 11 

_____ 

e 8319 


<^r I - 

24 1 4 


1 







i. 7 , 





1 - • 


; S9 2 7 




I 


'j ’ '' r v" 




.• > ^ 


S 4 » 



, ,, 1,' i - , 

j — ^ 







' '.V 1 . ; t . f 1 w , • 

t .1 

j ‘ ^ 

[ I 

j ^ 1 

-00 o' 

ZZZ* 1 

' 'To .z' 

j 

146?. 0 '■)| 

■1 ' T'-UJ. 1 

f y ^ r’ 

' — *‘1 

'COO 




1 ^ *■ 5 


1 0 <. 

J 0 c 


s I T 

' 

10 : > 

- -C,* 'I at , 

j 





1 


1 \ ) , la , 

‘ ; A M 11 V laud, 

a fn . i . cs . 






1 

j 

1 

i 

iri*! 3 1.) 

?;ou?5 1 25 

J 3 M 

^r-fo 0 23 

... ^ ^ 0 . t) 

i 49 i'’-i 1 t' 

I 

■ c4()S 1 14 

> 

1 — ; : 

1 

20 1 11 

: 1 


i 

' <ru;,d.it,'', 

' - . j 

ilj, - .. j 

t'niir.'ca, - , j 

1 4 

1 C 


111 14 

746 0 0 

1 I 

j 

I 

1 

i 

2 7 

JO r 7091 I 7 
3377^) 0 2; 

2 7 a |30 I II 

I H' 


4 r T 0 I 7 

40;>(v6 3 It) 






a Oj 

1 111 3 

i 4 ^ » 

6c40“'- 1 r--.'; 
3 I It-S J 

1 1 

1 

^ 6 1 4 J 1 •') 

)o 3 21 

k. Kifl’s 
’• kuci.t, 

\'iiirtii: ‘f?, 

d'iiurnu!.’i., 

1 .. » 



29). 9 0 u 

41 S9 I j 

[ - 1 
j '•-17 

1 ^ (' 14 

3 

V ‘740 0 r. 

' li 

!l 

918: 1 8 

41 2 24 

. <e 

<:*r-9i I 7 


3 *» 


! 



i 

7 •' 

1 1 rj 6 ; e 11, 

1 







, 


2 0 15 

14*^3 1 1' 

30116 3 14 



j 

j 

30 3 1 ' 




1 ;aiol.', 

l‘indn;as, 

'^'klat.il Hlands, 
'■'f-Tni’jda-, 

''k'Ujuito Shore, 

iiulla.ia, Su Croix* 




6^412 3 ij 



6342 z 1 

1 0 1 6' 




j 






" ’ i 

















99 0 l.j 

.. 

— ■■ 

5 » 







1 

i 


— 

lilOI 1 25 

— 

1093 ^ 

— 

1171 4' 

1 1 


17316O43 I 

145465 0 14'! 

\QZ '‘'-1 i il 

56G73 t 

t^i5C25 3 17! 

v' 3 1 7 6 2 7 1 

r.T 4 t - i 0 -»i 
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An Account of R IT M irnpotted into and exported from Great Britain for two years, vlr,. 
from Christmas 1772 to Christmas 1773, and from Christmas 1781 to 1782. 



i 

Engi^am), 1773. 

j Soori.AM», 1-73. 

jl ENmL.ANI), 1782. 

Scotland, 1782. 


imported. 

1 

j Exported. 

ij Imported. 

Exported. 

{ linp-^rrer!. 

Exported. 

imported. 

Exporteef, .. 


G.iilons. 

i CJdli</n':. 

G.i'lnns. 

Gal lon<i. 

Gdllom,. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

Gallons, 

A'lica, • . 

— 

* 5 * » 4 S 

1 


; 

132B7 

— 




:.8K 

! 





--- -, 


IX nmatk &: Norw.iv, 




( 

, 

1 

2?l 

■ 

. 

alt Country, 

— 

4 ’-9 5 

* 

— 

1 

119 

— 



t'.it' Indits, 

— 

1 ; J 0 5 

1 

— 

^ 

2 361.4 




}• i.iudciv, 

Fld'^cc.^ 

— 

io;ir 

1 

— 

— 

46424 

— 


j — 




. — 



— 

— 

* 

fiiunnny, 

j 

6814 


— 



4 ' 1 


- 1 


i — — 




— 

J 

j 



- ' 

HolLiirl, 

j 

1 S 1 

1 

1 *1 : 

— 


— — 1 

itci'anfl, - - , 

! 

1 

1 

6 ) ; -4 

— 

! »t4ii3 



110907 I 

A lit? of Man, - 

! 

1 i ' I 1 

j 


— 

j aio?i 

•Pi — 

Iralv, 

1 — — 

j 170 %:; 

— 

1 

— 

1707 

— 

’ 

XJdtKiira, 

— 

— 

j - — . 


— 

119 

— 

i 

pt;rtiiga!, 

Po’diuf, 

Kuirm, 

— 

'’(m 

i 


* 

5 '' ) 


— ; 

— 

1 Q ; ; 

' HI 

J '■I 



4 iO 

1 

} 

Spam, 

— 

1.^469 








( 



Stiti^hrs, 



4-rS 







I - 

j 

sjwcdcn, 

j 

2 16 






640 



'Tviikty, 

1 ____ 

3 ; 



— 




1 

Ncnict, 

j 

X 3 ^ 7 . 






355 


T., , 1 

Jil.in.' of Guernfov, 



I - ■ 

— , ! 

- 


i , 

( 

.1 llano of jurlrv, 

A.? / '/ flfjitni.i, vi7. 
Providence, 

1 i-v-:,; 

f ^ 

1 




1 — — » 

1 

Canada, 


j -6- 

> — 

- 

— — — 

14 J 6:,.'. 

j 



Cio,-' 

1-04 

I 9 So 

. 104 

2 167 1 

— 

; 72 1 

; 


. .| 

7 1 

L"; 

■ 




„ - j 


' 

n.iv, - 1 


; r.i 4 



L ! 



5 *: 5 ! 



r- 

1' ew Tv. land, - J 


- ! 

i 

j — ... 1 



i 



’"‘•CO. f. tuudlarui, - ! 

cjt - 1 

1 c •• 1 ' 

j 

i 



1 9416 {; 

' 

2 ■' ' '1 1 

V rk, 

V ,'7 1 

.1 ’ 7 : 

— 

( 

114 i 

' k . f; 

! !' 

— 

I ( M 

0 SvTha, 

1 

( ( 1 

— 

. - i 

5 

MS 1; 



S.> 4 r i 

r’c'iiii 1 v'luia, 

A - t 

. — ^ 

i ■■ ... , .. 


ii 

. — — — 

1 

\ 1 ir-' t K Marviand, 

_■ 7 

779= i 

1 - 
j 

:i 

54 5 5 ’1 



- jl 





' H‘rji Iml-ri, 





ll 


i i 


3 7 0 -? 

i: 

j 

Ij 

1 4 7. 1 9 S 

4 ^'V |i 


1 ■" 

Afiv'tolia, 

► 

(I 

1 p 

— jj 

70 

— — jl 

— 

, 1 

}ia:'b' 5 'jnc: 7 , 

h (>2 f) 

\ r 1 

4 ’ ^ ij 
i 1 1' 1 * 

1 * — 

'i 

9 ' 7.5 

049 Ii 

— 

HI ^ 

( »!' !G1 - * 1 



1 

j 

— .. 



ll 



— ( 

^rai-'-c.r, . I 

199447 

73.14 1 | 

1 1 2 74 ‘ 


i.t 9 ;e 97 

4 5 ‘'f 1 

M'.! C3 

1 C.4 

iM H!-. iti rat. 

434.? 

511 i| 

— 

• — — 1 

ro4 

j 

— 

— 

N>.v s, 

44.16 

703 

— 

ll 

1^507 

1 

— 

— 

S". Tviti's 

61164 


1 

tfniiri 

: 


— . 

Sg Lucia, 

— 

— 

— 

i 

S744 

2117 1 

— 

— 

Sr. \ utccfu’s, 

26071 

/ ^4 

/07 • 

j 

— 




— 

TXtMTiciar.1. 





j 

— 

1' 



Sr. i h-nna.’;, 

*X oba^’Oj - « 

— 

j 

— 

— 

t 

166 ! 



_!!! 

7 ortoh, 

3 ' T * 

975 

5 59 

104 



— , 1 

1-9 

s :-79 j 

( 

I 6 J 9 ! 



Nv.v Oilcans, 





t 





HofuJuKi.t, 

57 

()iS 


j 



1 

... 

— 

f'a^kiantl Iflands, 




— - 1 

T 1 -.III 

— i 

, 



jRt.-mudas, 




- - . 

! 


1 




Mul.juuo Sbofc, 

&L EuiUiia, Sc. Croix, 

1“ 

»5 

— 

— 

■ — 1 

*^457 

1 

— 



~ } 


j 

'■ ! 


1 

i 

» 138631 1 

228803 ij 

143^*55! 

7 »J 3 Si if 

.15^ 798* 

3 V ‘*45 
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An Account of TOBACCO imported into and exported frornGaEAT Britain, for two years, 
viz. from Christmas 1772 to Christmas 1773, Christmas 1781 to 1782. 



















448 AN n I s T o T c A L and chronological deduction 

AiiAccorNT of R ICE impo.tod into and exported fioni G re a T Bjittain, for two years, viz. 
troni CuRisTMAi; 1772 lo CiniisTMAS 1773, and frojii CiiR 1 stm a s ^781 to 17B2. 
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An Account of INDIGO imported into and exported from Great Britain, for two years, 
viz. from CiiRisTM AS 1772 to Christmas 1773, and from Christmas 1781101782. 



England, 1773. 

SC0TLANI>, 1773. 

England, i*;8z. 

Scotland, 1782. 


Imported. 

Exported. 

1 Imported. 

Exported. 

Imported. 

Ex ported. 

j Imported. 

— 

Exported. 

Africa, 

- ■ 

lb. 

Ib. 

lb. 

tb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

h>. 

■ . 

... 








Di nmark Si Norway, 

]• ift Country, 

Iruiics, 

■ 

4023 

414 




8267 



- -■■■„, 





— —• 

, 



*55?5 

78070 



■ ■ ■■ - 

l-'lrindcri, 

f^74n 

1 :070 

44049 

4K72; 

110770 



26701 


' " 

Vfjncc, 





Gernmnv, 

656 




5^443 



riieembtid, * • 



*■5 3*^ 


TiTH-i 

Holiftnd, 

7. 100 

465^4 

^;"7oi 






' 

1 1 eland, 

44 5 



^’3 73 




ineofAIan, - 






Italy, - - - 


io 7«;27 







Mulcira, 

- - 







rortu^ai, 

20 




27308 



' ■ 

Pnicind, 








69347 

2220 


» 


33S»5 



Spam, • 

1744^ 



zoo 


^ ■ ■ ■ 

Sii Sts, • 

S\vc(!cn, - • 





■ 

. 

4737T 

M.533 

I3H5 




1259* 



^luilay, 

\'rnice, 







■ 

. ... ... 




f 


" 

Uliiid of Guernfey, 

111 md of jetfev, 

Nofili /hncricnf viz. 
Nfvv Providence', 





1 I 20 










j.a 

5760 

145 

j 




— 


Cur.ada, • 






1 ' ' ' 

Carolina, • 

1 107660 


*1 8 i r 


n?«»83 

i^v':33 


nr-mrin 

Hot id a, - - 

146S«^ 

S'; 


1 



' 

C;c«o!jria, 

Hudion's llav, • 


767 

1 





- i 

^30,0 




’^cw Enyjantl, • 

Nc'tv fouiKl'ancl, 

Nevv York, • 

11339 















1800 




r t66o 




Nova Scotia, 
r‘cnnrylvanl.1, 

Virginia iVTar-yland, 

^ irrjt hi<r.n, 
Ann^uH, 

An5?;a!lla, 

ICohadoe'!, 

Dominica, 

(rrenada, 

Jam.^ica, 

IMomfcirat, 

NeV)';, a. 





2 •'>03 


2 094r, 

3432 



1 





86 

34^ 

i 














1 








S75 




1000 

6 6 7 8 z 














47Kri j 




23368 








1 





i 






Iviu’s • 

liOcia, » • 











i 





Sr. VijicdTjt's, 

St. MariiJt’.v, Demcrara, 
St. I'lmmas’s, 

'i'ortoln, 

Neu'.OrSians, 

Honduia's, • -1 

Pa. k land Illands, 
Btrrniudaf:, 

M‘J l<jU it 0 Shore, 

‘i't* Ku ftatia, St. Croix, 













1 24; 
8843 
40150 

37872 
64200 ' 











ty.oo 










zzz 

9S2 

. 







4 ^ 79 5 














C rK-NO 

2,7749 




2 9.*)0 


5 07 



.mk 










. ^ . 1 

j 




^... i 


. 

Voi.. IV. 

I5i5''',5i 1 

604898 ij 

7924 

3 I 

'i 

5^9145 

182362 1! 

! 




Vox., IV, 
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An Account of COCHINEAL imported into and exported from Gr^ at Britain, for two years, 
viz. liom Christmas 1772 to Christm as 1773, and from Christmas 1781 to 1782. 


Afilca, * 

Canaucs', 

Deumaik ^ Norway, 
Eiift Country, 

Kaft Indies, 

Flanders, 

France, 

Germany, 

CUrecnland, 

Flolland, 

Ireland, - 
1 fie of Man, - 
Italy, 

Madeira, 

Fortu^jal, 

Poland, 

RulTia, 

Spain* 

Streights, 

Sweden, 

Turkey, 

Venice, 

Ifland of Guernfey, 
Ifland of Jerfey, 

Amnlca,^ viz. 
New Providence, 
Cinada, 

Carolina, 

Florida, 

Geotg<a, 

Hudl’on’s Bay, 

New England, 
Ncwfoundkind, 

New Y 01k, 

Nova Scotia, 
Pcnnlylvauia, 

Vjri.M*iifi I'c Maryland, 

Antigua, 

Anguiila, 

FVarbiidwes, 

Dominica, 

Crena’n, 

jamaica, 

Munircrrat, 

Nevi’i, 

Sr. Ktti's 

Sg j -ucia. 

Si. Vmtu\iit\';, 
St.-Martin's, Demerar.i, 
Sl. Thomas 

Tobago, 

Tortola, 

New Or' can 

Flonduvas, 

Falkland hlantls, 

dtiii, St, C roi X . 

England, 1773- 

Scotland, i 773 * 

England, 17K2. 

Scotland, lySz. 

Imported. 

Exported . 

Imported. 

Exported. 

Imported. 

Exported. 

Imported. 

tttl. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

11). 
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754 

96? ^ 
1070 
3^.21 
1421 
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100016 
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‘411 

i 47 f >7 
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1 


0 70 





1 



! 




1 




j 
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O r r l! L O R 1 G I .N O F C O M M E R C E. 4 £ 

A n A c c o u N t of C O F F E E iinportctl i^io and c^xportcd from G r r a t E r 1 t a 1 n, for two years, 
viz. from Christmas 1772 to Christmas 17731 ‘'ind from Christmas 1781 to 173.^ 


Anica, 

Canfint'S, 

Dcinnaik and Norway 
r*', id Counny, 

T, dl Indies, 
i'lindcrs, 

Fiance, 

(..krnuiny, 

tkuenland, 

11. 'Hand, 

1 1 eland, 

JllcofM.in, 

Italy, 

A! ulcira, 
i’n-twgal, 

Poland, 

Ivulfia, 

Si>ain, 

Sri'CJgiitS, 

Sv'-eden, 

'far key, 

\ cr.tre, 

J dand of Gvicrnfcy, 
Jihnd of Jerfey, 
biotth Amet iciif vi/-. 
New I’iovidcncc, » 
GcUinda, 

C.iio'ina, 

Florida, 

Georgia, 

1 1 a Jlon’s B tV, 

Nuw iMigland, 

New fi'undiund, 

Ne'v V ot k, - 
N.>va Scot-ia, 

Pcnnl’y Ivamn, 

Virginia iV Maryland 

//Vy/ 

Antigua, 

Anguilla, 

li.ulKadoes, 

Hoiiiinica, 

(Grenada, 

junaica, 

Alnntfcrrar, 

Nevis, 

iSr. Kill’s, » 
ht. Lucia, 

!:iH Vwiccnt’fi, 

St Marriu'SjHcmci'aro, 
St. TUoinas’s, 

'Fnbago, 

d'ortola, 

New Orleans, 
Honduias, 

I'aikland Jilands, 
Br.inuulas, 
jM'tl’quito Shore, 
L'lliatia and Si. Croix, 



IvNl'.LA .Ml, 17 

75 - 


! I' 

Scotland, 177^ ; 
1 


For. i’lant. 

F.. 1 ndics. 

Brit. Piarita. 

Fur, I'Jant. 

diiit. I'lani. 

;Bi It, Pj.m^.l 

Imported . 

imported. 

( fxpoirtd? 

exported. 

j exported. 

1 inip.uned. 

‘ exported. 

cwt. qrs. Ih 

cwt. <[r.s.lh 

cwt, qrs.lb 

cwt. cjr.s. li 
10a 1 f 

Icvvi, qr;».lb 

tcvvl. qrs. lb 

1 

'cwr. tps.lb 





j 




1 1‘ ‘ 



1 


* 


13 0 17 

<^7 2 |}> 


j 





1 


41 0 


> 













4 G' 2 

iGfjOS 3 0 

^7''F) 2 t; 
















(1 ^4 1 '1 

I i 1 0 1 0 9 

60 3 6 


j 





i 

1 




14^^ I 0 



j 


1^0 1 


'1^.1 - -4 

, 1 .,4 0 1 . 

1 



I 

1 97 T 3 

t 

1 





1 



1 

• 





i - - ... 

V 


1 


7 . 1 t 


.. -- 

‘ ? C' 

1 

j 





9 34 3 23 
l iO 2 12 
599 0 0 


i 




I I 3 2 26 

11 3 14 


i 




1 

t 





1 







j 


41 




j 






i 

i 


3 'd I d 




i ;! 





! 1' 






i 

i 










i >, 0 










! 



3 7 0 14 




1 


j 




1 


j 

Zl I l 

1 S 0 0 c- 



I 








f 





' 

I 







j 

3.5 2 2:. 

17696 z 0 






1 

K r, 62 0 1 6 










I 





4 3 =4 

! 

377^ * 5 

600 3 2 





1 






j 















7 54 ^' 6 





('4 1 13 













j 
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1 
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j 


— ‘ 




1 

— 1 


; 
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. 

1 





11 

J 




Jr ! 

!; 1 




j 

il i 

li 
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4 40l:di 3 . 19 

S742 0 16 

3899 I 14' 

45 3*9 

0 11 

69 1 9 

1 1(.‘. 
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AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 
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A. T>. 

1782 Totals of Sugar, Rum, Melasses, Tobacco, Indioo, Rice and Cochineal, 
imported into and exported from England, for ten Years, ending at Chriftmas, 1782. 


Imported into England* 

SUGAR. 

Exported from 
London. Out- 

England* 

PORTS. 

Totals. 

r,ars. 


Cwt, qri. Ihs. Cwt. t 

irs. lbs* 

Cwt. qrs. lbs. 

073 

1,731,664 3 1 

59,017 0 3 86,448 

0 11 

145,465 0 14 

1774 

1,962,403 I 0 

103,461 2 21 81,412 

3 21 

181,874 2 14 

075 

1,940,069 0 2 

192,715 1 21 106,134 

2 24 

298,850 0 17 

076 

1,669,066 0 4 

52,962 3 21 138,609 

2 I 

191,572 1 22 

077 

1.335.421 0 20 

34,025 0 4 94,266 

2 6 

128,291 2 10 

078 

1.403.995 1 13 

12,560 3 8 68,203 

I 2 

80,764 0 lO 

079 

1,441,945 3 I 

7,462 3 15 55.685 

1 2 

63,148 0 17 

1780 

1.318,515 9 9 

14,627 2 24 82,507 

0 17 

97.134 3 13 

00 

1,026,177 0 14 

39,000 2 0 95.036 

3 8 

134.037 I 8 

082 

1.315.025 3 0 

6,665 0 17 78,511 

RUM. 

2 10 

85,176 2 27 

Imported into England* 

« Exported from England, 

London. Out-ports. Totals. 

Years. 

Gallons. 

Gallons* 

Gallons* 

Gallons* 

073 

2,138,631 

464.591 

364.212 

828,805 

074 

1.705.338 

309,020 

329,363 

638,383 

075 

2.309.977 

if.6,515 

523,786 

690,301 

076 

3-346.759 

224,267 

241,410 

465,677 

077 

2,069,644 

248,216 

574.064 

822,280 

1778 

2.457.084 

139.521 

486,869 

626,390 

079 

2,161,878 

251,004 

481,654 

732,658 

1780 

1,621,148 

483,355 

337.174 

820,529 

1781 

1,229,987 

116,373 

45.859 

162,232 

178a 

1,587,98-1 

117,232 

MELASSES. 

274,913 

392,145 

Imported into England. 

Exported from England* 
London. Out-ports. 

• Totals. 

Years. 

fwr. yn. /if. 

Yens. cwt. qrs. lbs. Yens. cwt. 

qrs* lbs% 

Yons. cwt. qrs, lbs. 

073 

61 6 2 20 

7 6 3 24 00 

0 0 

7 6 3 24 

074 

27 2 1 17 

26 8 2 6 00 

0 0 

26 8 2 6 

075 

74 5 * 11 

0000 7 II 

2 21 

7 11 2 21 

1776 

256 13 1 2 

0000 0 15 

0 0 

0 15 0 0 

077 

511 9 1 24 

29 9 2 12 61 1 

2 2 

90 11 0 14 

1778 

637 15 1 27 

27 8 0 24 145 10 

2 4 

172 18 3 0 

079 

59 14 0 21 

9 4 0 24 13 II 

3 

22 16 0 6 

1780 

28 16 1 14 

0 10 0 24 4 17 

1 8 

5724 

1781 

0400 

0000 00 

0 0 

0000 

1782 

12 7 0 2 

0000 00 

0 0 

0000 
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B A C C 0. 



Imported into England . 


Exported from England , 




London. 

Out-ports. 

Tot 

lean . 

Pounds fVt . 

Pounds fVt . 

Pounds IVt . 

PotlKcls IVt , 

*773 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

5 S> 928 , 9 S 7 

0 0 

35,248,119 
* 0 0 

15,138,806 

0 0 

50,386,925 
0 0 

T otal, 

55,928,957 

35,248,119 

15,138,806 

50,386,925 

1774 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

56,048,393 

0 0 

29,125,332 
0 0 

15,694,519 

0 0 

44,819,851 
0 0 

T otal. 

56,048,393 

29.125.332 

15.695.519 

44,819,851 

*775 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

55,965,463 

0 0 

33.769,986 
0 0 

10,110,879 

0 0 

43,880,865 
0 0 

Total, 

55,965,463 

33,769,986 

10,110,879 

43,880,865 

1776 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

7 » 275 .o 37 

0 0 

13,729,926 
0, 0 

2,791,486 

0 0 

16,521,412 
0 0 

Total, 

7.275.037 

13.729.926 

2,791,486 

16,521,412 

1777 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

233,722 

1,912,329 

1,996,960 

332.512 

575.934 

0 0 

2,572,894 

332,512 

Total, 

2,146,051 

2.329.472 

575.934 

2,905,406 

1778 Not prize, 
Prize, 

655.124 

8,422,029 

609,481 

325.839 

762,41a 

360,443 

1,381,893 

686,282 

Total, 

9.077.153 

935.320 

1,122,855 

2,068,175 

1779 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

4,365.115 

9.652,316 

458,856 

1,148,825 

534.041 

1.562,714 

992,8)7 

2,711,539 

Total, 

14.017.431 

1,607,681 

2.096.755 

3,704,436 

1780 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

7.354.405 

4.944.767 

402,269 

502,183 

1.341,276 

577.277 

1.743.54s 

1,079,460 

Total, 

12,299,172 

904.452 

1.918.553 

2,823,005 

1781 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

5.131.639 

6,255,086 

867,579 

1,204,959 

1,331.929 

546.348 

2,199,508 

1.751.307 

Total, 

11,386,725 

2,072,538 

1,878,277 

3.950,815 

1782 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

4,414,840 

2,788,422 

557.967 

612,752 

1,161,022 

197,40s 

1^718,989 

810,157 

Total, 

7,203,262 

1,170,719 

1,358,427 

2,529,146 
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A. I*. 

1782 

Imported Into England, 


Tean, 

Cu!t. 

qrs. 

Ihs, 

1773 

457,122 

1 

23 

1774 

425 .. 359 

3 

20 

J 77 S 

577.»49 

0 

22 

1776 

6,436 

0 

27 

1777 

13,016 

2 

20 

1778 

11,431 

0 

3 

1779 

65 

0 

14 

1780 

822 


14 

1781 

40»I46 

2 

12 

1782 

2,716 

2 

2 


RICE. 


Exported /torn England. 

Lonron. OuT-1'ORTS. Totai.3, 


Cwt, 



Cwt^ 

qrs* 

tbs. 

Cn't. 

7M, 

/A- 

73>933 

2 

5 

287,401 

I 

13 

361,334 

3 

18 

67.536 

0 

18 

236,651 

2 

8 

304.187 

2 

26 

59 . 7 i^i 

I 

I 

323,698 

0 

18 

383.480 

1 

'9 

36,420 

0 

8 

6,682 

3 

IS 

43.102 

0 

^\5 

20,047 

1 

25 

S '477 

I 

6 

25.524 

3 

3 

5.049 

2 

21 

4,861 

2 

22 

9,911 

i 

15 

576 

2 

5 

i,oi8 

1 

0 

1.594 


5 

721 


6 

204 

0 

16 

925 

3 

2 ? 

15.055 

0 

4 

5^696 

2 

19 

20,751 

2 

''1 1 

4.294 

3 

2 

' 1,063 

0 

6 

5.357 

3 

is 


INDIGO. 



Imported into England, 


Exported from England. 



Lonook, 

Out-ports. 

Tot A i.s 

Yean. 

Pounds Wt. 

Pounds IV 

Pounds ll't. 

Pounds }Vt. 

1773 

1.518,552 

596.391 

8.507 

604,898 

1774 

1.917.05s 

640,510 

7.118 

647,628 

1775 

2,454,811 

611,025 

13.745 

624,770 

1776 

785,671 

448,377 

6,654 

455,031 

1777 

818.458 — 

269,687 

14,169 

283,856 

1778 

756,798 

151.870 

19,205 

171,075 

1779 

733.730 

222,538 

58,108 

280,646 

0 

00 

511,549 

238,306 

84,081 

322,387 

1781 

1,032,610 

593.751 

72,459 

666,210 

1782 

569,443 

141,214 

41,148 

182,362 


C 0 C H 
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Imported into England. 


Exported from England. 



Lonron. 

Out-ports. 

Totals 

Tears. 

Pounds [f't. 

Pounds f 4 ^t 

. Pounds IVt. 

Pounds // 1 . 

1773 

169,245 

44,093 

(jo 

44,153 

1774 

238,415 

44,695 

0 

44,695 

1775 

1 

1 

CO 

0 

ocT 

59.948 

]88 

60,136 

1776 

211,147 

37.200 

405 

37,605 

1777 

194,159 — — — 

18,888 

39 S 

19,283 

1778 

130,255 

21,913 

2,047 

23,960 

1779 

100,891 — 

8,780 

4,742 

13,522 

1780 

99.057 

8,744 

3,758 

12,502 

1781 

124,566 

12,713 

5,307 

18,020 

J782 


. 10,445 

4,22.0 

14,665 


An 
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An Account of all Rice, Indigo, CocrnNEAL/FoRA cco, Sue ars, asses and 


Rum imported into Scotland for ten Years, ending at Chriflrnas, 1782. 



RICE. 

INDIGO. 

COCH 1-1 
NEAL. 

J 

TOBACCO. 

SUGARS. 

MELASSES. 

R U M. 

manukac* 

TURLD- 

UNMANUFaC- 

TU B T. J). 

V7-ARr.. 

cwt. qrs. 

lb. 

lb. 

cwt. 

qrs 

lb. 

ib.* 

lb. 

cwr. tps. 

TIT. 

cwr. qrs 

ib.j 


1773 

11,842 2 

6 

2,924 

0 

0 

0 

0 

44.543.050 

70,287 2 

21 

12 1 

20 

'i 43 ’^>S 5 i 

1774 

241 2 

24 

6,69a 

0 

0 

0 

30 

41,248,295 

66,157 0 

10 

12 I 

29 

183,602 

3775 

5«9 I 

24 

4 > 37 i 

I 

0 

0 

0 

45.^93.354 

81,000 2 

21 

0 0 

0 

188,153^ 

1776 

0 0 

0 

5.139 

0 

0 

0 

100 

7.423.^33 

57.33s 3 

8] 

22 2 

2 

1268,058 

1777 

94 3 

4 

‘.523 

0 

0 

0 

267 

294.896 

80,253 3 

4 

253 0 

0: 

j20':,)5084.J' 

1778 

1,596 0 

0 

22,156 

0 

0 

0 

6 

2,884,374 

1 17,285 2 

41 

545 I 

i; 

51 1,820 

J 779 

3 * 1 

23 

28,247 

0 

r 

0 

12 

3,138,464 

97,481 0 

121 

2.939 0 

3 

1 i 9433 S^ 

1780 

220 I 

4 

6,318 

0 

0 

i 7 i- 

>57 

5,125,638 

77,041 3 

)0 

803 1 

221' 

1 145. 92-5 ^- 

1781 

2,082 3 

13 

16,042 

0 

1 

z 

100 

1 1.952.243 

58.379 3 

11; 

0 0 

0;! 

l 44 , 52 l':- 

1782 

0 0 

0 

3 . 99 -’- 

0 

1 

26 

*75 

2,624,8071 

57.487 3 

18 

0 0 

0* 

I 3 S 0 . 743 -: 


An Account of all Rice, Indigo, Cochineal, Tobacco, Sugars, Melasses and 
Rum exported Irom Scotland for ten Years, ending at Chriftmas, i/Sa, 




d 

0 

1 ^ 
l< 

1 u; 

r'fi 

0 

f 

ACC 0, 

S U G 

A R S. 

MK!.AS‘ 



R 1 C E. 

5 

£ 

ej 

MAKUl- AC- 

t'KMANV)- AC- 

t* Tl T? 1 K L TN 


SES. 

[ R U M. 

1 




r\ 

0 

TlJUfli. 

TURED. 

Iv Jf* r 1 iV X. 

R A W » 


1 

1 

. : AR 

1 

! cwt. tjr.s. lb 

Ib. 

[ 7 . 

II). 

tb. 

cwi. qrs. lb. 

cwt (jis. Ib 

civr. f|! 1 n. 

j,s. 

1773 

10.541 3 16 

0 

0 

41.783 

4 <i. 347 . 73 S 

1,235 I 18 

55.438 0 7 

000 


17741 

73 0 0 

18 

0 

62,742 

33.794.322j 

1,576 2 8 

38,911 3 19 

00 0 

1 

>: 75 ' 

I 500 

0 

0 

95.352 

30,228,949: 

f.354 3 24 

46,178 1 c 

3 0 7 | 

1151,0.11 

ly/b- 

0 0 oi 

0; 

0 


23,467,1621 

1,742 2 4 

30,087 2 7 

40 I 251 

4S.57 V. 

1-77: 

1.244 3 7 ’ 

672I 

0 

109,009 

5,406,6681 

4.343 1 12 

34,899 2 3 

‘IS 2 5! 

i3o,2(}6 

' 7 / 8 ; 

; 1.413 2 ij 

245I 

0 

77,986 

2,296,622! 

2,488 1 2 

63.056 2 3 

96 2 0; 

180,598 !“ 

' 779 ; 

.a - i 


0 

128,923 

2.339.649; 

1,456 0 2 

48,634 I 2 

651 0 

409, 1 33 

i } 80 

0 0 0: 

696 

0 : 

102,304 

3,024,867, 

2,953 3 - 19 

27,0.1.5 0 1 

369 0 2*6| 


: :Si| 

860 2 151 

2,680‘j 0 

213,322 

1 . 574.735 

1,308 2 9 

37,719 0 11 

840 3 20 

h. 3 ' -’43 

. 782; 

664 ] 27! 

Oi 

0! 

233.458 

700,837, 

878 3 2 

8,000 I 24 

216 3 12]: 



Tiie apparent minutenefs of the foregoing tables, will, we hope, be fuflicicntiy attoned for 
their ufefulnefs. By detail only, in fnch matters, we arrive at certitude, li is ealy to pci « 
i'civc the increaie or decline of a general commerce, hut we can only clifrover the caufes ])ro« 
dau’ing thefe effeds, by examining the component parts, — l>y obferving their vaiious mavc- 
mrnts, their advantages and drawbacks. It is this tliat gratifies the intelligent and relieving 
luind. One thing muft particularly flrike us in peruhng tlicfc taides, and tiiat is, the 
adoniihing manner in whicli the commercial national fpirit maintained its level, and rofc 
above the prclTure of the nioft formidable and extended maritime war this country ever expe- 
uenccd. This is eminently obfervablc in our Weft India trade, againft which the itaval force 
c.f the enemy was principally direfted : for, excepting the calamitous year of 1781, when thofe 
ioituitous caufes, wftiich frequently blaft the moft vigorous exertions of human indullry, oc- 
< alioncd a confiderable failure in our imports of iugar and rum, no very ftriking diminiuion is 
to be perceived during the courfe of the war; at lead, not in any tuaiiner proportion ue to 

wliat 
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■fr/*.. 0. 

1782 whnt the exigencies of the times might warrant. Our Amcri.can trade, however, during the 
fame period, prcfeius us a different afpcf\, where the bufincfs of war put, in a great meafurc, 
an entire flop to that of commerce : fuch cafual interruptions arc fometimes indeed unavoid- 
able, but they fliould be obviated as foon as poffible; for no war, even the moft fortunate, if 
coniinucd fora length of time, can be profitable to a commeicial people. 

Having now arrived at that period, when commerce is once more about to return to its 
ciiftomary channels, we lhall again refume our account of the national exports and imports* 
It would have afforded but little fatisfaftion to have purfued this fubjeft, amidft tliofe diftrac- 
tions and embarraffments infeparablc from a flatc of hoftility, fince nothing dccifive could be 
fairly deduced therefrom; for, in fuch a flatc, things being throwm out of their natural order, 
many of our trading intcrcourfes entirely cutoff, and all, in a greater or kfler degree, oh- 
ftrufted, no juft eftimatc can be formed of the aggregate balance, or what (hare our ulual trade 
witii particular countries has in railing or depreffmg it. For the gratification, however, of 
thole who may vviili to know the fituation of our commercial affairs at this trying period, we 
liavc fubjoined an account of them during the laft two years of the war ; where, even there, 
they will find caiife for exultation : fince, fo far from falling into that annihilation which was 
predifted by feme vifionary fpcculifts, it ftill maintained a moft rcfpe6lablc footing, and fully 
evinced the iinprafticability of fuddcnly dcmolifliing a vaft commercial ftrufturc, when once 
founded in wifdom, direfted by fudgment, and fupported with vigour and the genuine 
fpiiit of enterprise. 

An Account of the Value of allGooDs, Wares and Merchandize, exported from, 
and imported into Scotland, from Christmas, 1780, to Christmas, 1782, difi 
tinguifhing each Year and Place. 


From Christmas 1780, From Christmas 1781, 
to Christmas 1781. to C n R i s t m a s 1782. 


r L A C E s. 

Value of Goods, 

EX P 0 R TEL. 

V*alut* of Goods, &c. 

IMPORTED. 

Value of G', 

EXPO 

lods, ike , 

T L D. 

Va 1 u c 0 f Goods, c . 

1 M P 0 l< T E 1>, 


yC. 

S , 

d. 


J. 

d . 

iC- 

tr. 

d. 

C - 

America, — 

183,620 

10 

2 

49,826 

19 

2 

73.3** 

4 

— 

110,637 TO 5 

Weft Indies, — 

141,220 

V 

6 

169,375 

II 

.1 

231,762 

J 7 

10 

132,791 18 5 

^Denmark and Norway, 

3 S.OJI 

II 

I 

28,181 

*9 

— 

34.575 

65.559 

1 1 

5 

31,640 10 7 

Flanders, — 

56,452 

6 

10 

45.803 

*9 

4 

8 

2 i 

92,300 4 2 

(iermany, — 

Greenland, 

26,458 

II 

2 

26,650 

8,291 

2 

*3 

■6 

3 

‘i 9 ’ 4 i 7 

*7 

2 1 

13.636 15 8’ 

1,420 16 

Ciuernfey, — 

17,285 

5 

— 

5.»97 

10 

8 

1,782 

— 

2 

5,940 14 5 

Holland, ~ 

Iceland, — 

Jerky, — 


— 

— 

*3.563 

465 

245 

8 

1 

18 

5 

3 

10 


— 

— 

6,522 6 8 

37 10 — 
1,230. 6 8 

ireland, — 

305 ,if >7 

11 

II 

195,685 

*3 

— 

201,182 

*9 

10 

149,889 19 4 

Ifle of — 

Italy, — 

Polatid, — 

j,8i8 

18 

6 

802 

() 


176 

975 

*9 

1 

2 53 4 ~ 

161 

6 

•I 


^9 

— 

43 

1 1 


12,695 13 g 

Portugal, ~ 

‘*78 


9 

‘14,614 

10 

— 

2,800 

*5 

10 

8.657 13 * 

Prufiia, 

82 

■5 

4 

9,648 

j 1 

9 

3-325 

2 

2 

14,863 5 lO 

Ruflia, — 

S.915 

5 

— 1 

209.325 

I 

8 

11,165 

8 

8 1 

203,804 14 8 

Sweden, — 

4.793 

13 


* 8.793 

7 

1 X 

7.629 

18 

6 

22,698 12 — 

Total, 

763,109 

9 


803,870 

12 

10 

1 653,703 

*3 

10 1 

809,021 15 8 
IMPOR’I S 
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COUNTRIES. 


Africji. — • 

Cunarics, — 

Denmark and Norway* 
Eaft Country* — 

Eaft India, — 

Flanders, — ^ 

Fiance, — 

Oennany* — 

Greenland, — 

Holland, — 

I \\ land, ~ 

I lie of Man, •— 

Italy, — 

Madeira, — 

l^ortugal, — 

KuiTia, — 

8j>ain, — 

Gibraltar, — 

Srreij^bts, — 

Sweden, — 

7\irlvey, — 

Venice, — 

Alderney, — 

Gucrnlcy, •— 

Jcrfc}^ — 

Canada, — 

(.Carolina, — 

riotid.i, 

Gcoi*j*ia, • 

*• H lul Ion ’s Bay , -~' 

New Knja^hind, 
Newfoundland, — - 

New J^rovidcncc, — • 

New York, •— 

Nova Scotia, — — 

Aijyuilla, — ^ 

Antij7,ua, — 

Barba docs* •— 

Bermudas, •— 

Jamaica, — 

Montferrat, 

Nevis, — 

St. Croix, — 

Sr, Euftatia, 

Si.Kitt’s, — 

St, I^ucia, 

St. Martin’s, •— 

Sr. 'rhonuiH, 

'J’obajjo, — ^ 

Tortola, — 

Southern Fifliery, 
Demerara, —— 

New Orleans, 

Frizc Goods, — 

Total, 


VoL. IV. 


1 1781. 

1 1782. 

I M r 0 R T s. 

EXPORTS. 

IMPORTS. 

E X p 0 R r s. 

£• ^ 

• £- -s. cf. 

£* r. ^ 


36,386 8 ic 

312,822 7 10 

68,475 >6 

35 '. 734 >3 5 

94,639 I IC 


1,341 12 1 

— - —— 

172,012 19 9 

73,038 9 

164,732 2 4 

447,845 8 ( 

86,848 T9 3 

332.738 7 : 

7 9 

^$ 2^1339 ^ 2 

1,104,860 4 5 

595,131 18 2 

1,968,383 1! 3 

626,3/9 8 

1,083,092 6 < 

1,467,844 10 II 
2,069,983 7 I 

1,909 14 4 

873 12 — 

4.783 >3 * 

> 8, 153 II 2 

617,185 6 5 

1,000,078 tl 2 

524,882 14 5 

',549.745 " 8 

28,255 15 I 

3 > 3.487 7 >° 

39,536 I 2 

91 4 

100,048 18 II 

2,485 12 7 

90,933 17 4 

>.433.835 *5 2 

>.769.589 19 I 

II IC 

1,715,889 — 7 

- I 1,204 1 7 10 

19,418 19 9 

1 * 5»^44 9 

177,698 8 8 

28,059 ^ 

133,64s t 3 — 

262,760 7 4 

488,163 ro 4 

2.433 8 2 

24,000 9 10 

3,867 7 6 

50.756 13 a 

355 . 7^3 3 — 

5 * 3.493 7 .3 

! 280,654 14 6 

687,324. 11 10 

t,zo6,8o6 18 7 

137.967 6 7 

1,185,844 14 4 

> 9^,577 9 '“ 

>' 4 . 49 * 7 = 


144,541 12 5 

■ 

994 * 4 

3 . 55 “ 5 6 

2 1 9 2 

4,046 19 4 

■“* " — • ~ 

6,165^ 10 — 

344 3 4 

9,451 20 — 

212.414 19 II 

62,510 S 10 

163,219 7 Ji 

56,083 2 7 

24,180 2 6 

1,562 19 10 

41.325 10 7 

4,248 3 — 

}7,oj5 12 3 

17,819 16 3 

53,540 16 4 

4 i>» 15 4 — 

7 — — ~ 

N 733 ^4 J 

38 10 — 

*,148 4 5 

80.333 >* > 

55,077 8 8 

56,298 6 — • 

61,693 ^9 ^ 

' 4.535 * 5 > 

1 8,987 J 1 2 

>3.347 >4 9 

23,966 18 4 

48,547 >7 >> 

422,807 13 6 

144,291 7 10 

496,579 8 3 

94,368 B 2 

336,847 * >° 

14,182 4 2 

69,747 15 B 

3 °. 7>5 5 ' 

1 6,446 9 1 

3“,935 >3 

4,707 — II 

506 5 — 

14,058 19 — 

6,804 1 2 0 

339 15 — 

>4,763 >7 — 
2,068 6 — 

51,593 18 10 

6, 2 2 8 3 5 

6,801 la, 8| 

8,i«8 8 ti 

74,091 4 3 

68,825 4 IC 

! 125,388 16 5 

3*553 ‘6 2 

1,776 15 xo 

1,034 14 4 



2,904 18 5 

5 °*.V 77 5 8 

7,690 3 2 

186,242 4 5 

4,023 19 0 

3*. 474 >0 * 

2,943 c 10 
48,239 18 6 

7 C 5^5 5 ^ 

$ 3^97 7 3 ^ 


65,223 It 2 

> 5 *. 44 S 4 * 

231,019 5 5 

131,438 9 2 

8i,t 17 13 II 

152,681 6 10 

176,999 2 5 

201,314 13 5 

2,673 >4 9 

2.346 3 6 

' 880 15 II 

16,649 9 8 

869,751 14 to 

442.69 s 5 2 

1,157,121 — 11 

670,669 7 7 

26,402 10 8 

83,5:3 8 2 

14,707 12 6 

47,695 14 9 

428 14 I tl 

22,634 IT 2 

47,386 l6 9 

4.387 * 5 

jj 5 o 

5.>59 >7 > 

453 8 5 

7,637 18 7 


23.304 17 8 

S' 5 s. 5*7 >7 >0 

>33,312 IS — 

.248,916 — 4 

103,565 19 — 

89.394 3 — 

258,141 16 II 

>39,853 6 9 

28,010 4 3 

4 . 1*7 >5 3 

40,580 16 I 

44 * 7 5 

«— — . 

26,606 12 II 

3 » 9?2 5 

222,632 10 7 

29,330 2 8 

14,442 17 10 1 

4,109 7 10 

1.893 5 >0 

70,960 — 10 

4,151 

20,232 <9 6 

33.438 — 9 j 

iL 1,388 1 2 

94 5 — “ 

47 * 9^3 * 4 

92,720 12 2 

4,473 >3 6 



<— 

98 17 4 

4,426 11 10 

14,318 3 I 

1,067,928 18 8 

606,564 I 5 

521,007 3 1 

663,089 7 9 

11,918,991 9 — 

10,569,186 10 lO ( 

^,532,606 19 10 

'*, 3 . 5 S' 75 ° ° > 

9f <■ 

Excefi of imports, 

>.349,804 >8 2I 

KxceCs of exports* 

*, 8 * 3.>43 0 3 

3 

M 


The 
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The followinj^ arc the variations of the public funds during this year, with the higheft and 
lowtl'i prices arranged oppofite to each montli. 


Januaiy, 

I 

February, .[ 


•SVorio 

f nil 
I nol 


109^ 


March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

J«iy» 

Auguft, 


II'. 


{nil 
I iS 


{ 

i:;; 

I *’^4 

l * *4r 
P 1 S 4 - 

l nsi 

f 

I Ii3f 


Septenib. j ‘ * 7 j 
Oflober, [ ' * 7 f 
Novemb. 

P»3i 

Decemb. | ‘^4 
1 1 ao 


(trlt. 

1 /'rr 

Cf.nt. 


4^^ 

K(nt. 

Long 

Ann, 

hidiu 

India 

SStii 

Old 

NfW 

Niiv 

TlXi hfi^uet 

KfdlU 

emtjal 

1758 

conjol 


I7?S 


lymuiu 

Ann. 

Am, 

Filh. 

Fi/is. 

5^5 

55l- 

552' 

7n 

i9i-i 


•35 

12 

56.2 

552 


~5 

5^ 

S5l 

— 

7>i 

16 

12 

1 4^ , 1 

I I 

562 

5S4 

iOt 

4 

— 

— 

54^3 

lo-l 


122 ' 

133.2 


62 J 

— 

I'-’e 


55 

54t 

70| 

’5 S' 

111 

‘i '2 

par. 


5 •’•-2 

— 

t 

552 

S52- 

55^ 

7Jl- 

^9i 


• 362 

I Os. pr. 

S5-S 

5S-; 


1 pr. 

SSi 

— 


~ 

16 

12 

•342 

par. 


.54'. 

1 1 \ 

6 dil, 

572- 

60 

5 H 4 

752 

•74. 


1*39 

1 1 

S7l 

58 '^ 

1 - 

() 

— 

552 

55<<- 

7>-s 

•641 

12 z 

•352: 

1 

55 r 

55f 

10, 1 

2 dif. 

59 i 

— 


73 ; 

•72:' 


,•392 

•5 

584 

592 



S 8 i 

57 ; 

— 

72 -t 

•72: 


p382r 

7^ 

574 

58 -s 

JO;t 


592 

61 ^ 

— 

74f 





5{i2 

59-a 




59 i- 

— 

732 



11372: 


584 


10 ; 


59r 

90 ^ 

— 

7341 



i•372 




I 1 


Sll\ 

58;'1 

— 

7-'2- 

n , 


; laS 


^7 , 


1 t 

3 s. pr. 

sK 

572- 

— 

73 

•9i; 


129 .^ 


572-1 

15721 

11 ? 

7 

— 

S9i- 

— 

7^ 

•62 

ni 

jT 27 ‘’ 


56 :; 

' 56 ' 


4 

S7t 

58 - 2 - 

— 

\ni 

•7'! 

12-1 



584 

|574 

1 0 1- 

\ * 

5 

— 

561 

— 

TH 

i 6 | 

12 ; 

par. 

574; 

562 . 

10 

3 

58 

58 - 1 . 

— 

74ii 

•7i 


• 36 ^ 


“7 1 

— 


5 

57t 

57-.1: 

— 

7=;! 

•74 


|ia 9 


564 : 

572 

iio^ 

I 


61-1 

— 

— 

18 

132 

113.52 

12 

574 

60 ; 

‘^2 

•4 


58 


712 

•7 

•24 

•3‘2- 


60 

672 

u;- 

2 

96'- 

66 

— 

BoJ 

•9r 

io7 

• 39 I 

18 

642 

642 .' 

1 I 

18 

60 J 

6 iJ 

— 

732 

•7'3i 

•33 

14 

5o 

61 

] 0 

114 


Fn. 

6 r 

5^ 


The followii^ bills rehitiiig to trade and commerce, received the royal afljut between the 
27th of Novcinoer, 1781, and the nth of July, 1782 : — 

A bill for furtlicr continuing an aft made in the 17th year of his prefent Majefly, entitled, 
An Aft to empower his Majefty to fccurc and detain perfons charged with or fuipceted of 
the crime of high treafon, committed in any of his Majcfly’s colonics or plantations in Ame- 
rica, or on the high feas, or for the crime of piracy.” 

For the better fupply of mariners and fcamcn to ierve in his Majefly’s Hups of war, and on 
board me reliant- fhips, &c. 

For allowing further time to ncgociatc by Indorfcment tlic bonds ifTuecl in, purfuance of 
aft of the 14th ot his prelent Majefty, entitled, An aft for more cfrcftually carrying imo 
execution certain propolals made by the moft noble Henry l^ukc of Bucclcugh, the luoft nold.; 
Charles Duke of Queenfberry and Dover, and others, for redeeming i\v: ainuiiiics granted by 
the company of the bank of Ayr, in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, known imdcr 
the firm of l>ouglas, Heron, and Company.” 

For prohibiting the ranfoming of lliips or vcficls captured by his Majefty’s fubjcfts 
of the merchandize or goods on board fucb fiiips or veflcls. 

For allowing the importation of goods, the growth, produce, or manufafturc of the ifiaiuls 
of St. Chriflopher, Nevis, and Montferrat, into any ports of his Majefty’s dominions in Eur^^pe 
or America, upon payment of the Britifh plantation duties. 

For 
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jyS?. I'oi charging a ftamp duty upon inland bills or exchange, promiirory notes, or other nolci 
payable othcrwilc than upon demand. 

1' oi chaignig a dutv on perlons wliofc property diall he infured agalnH lofs by fire. 

l-'or liccnfmg lottery ofike keepers, and regulating the laic of iouerv tickets. 

r 01 dilcharging and indemnifying the hall India Company from all damages, intcreils, and 
lofics, for default inccitain payments due to the public, on luch pavnienis being made at a 
future ftipulated time; and to enable the laid Company to continue a dividciiJ of eight per 
cent, to the proprietors of tlieir ftock, for the prefent year. 

For enabling his Majelly to conclude a peace or truce with certain colonics in North Ame- 
rica, therein mentioned. 

h or preventing, in future, the granting* any patent office to be cxcrcifed iji any colony or 
plantation now, or at any time hereafter, belonging to the crown of Great Britain, for any 
longer term than during fuch time as the grantee thereof, or perfon appointed thereto, lhaJi 
difeharge the duty thereof in perfon, and bcliavc well there! Ji. 

For the better relief and employment of the poor. 

For reflraining any perfon concerned in any contraft, commiffion, or agreement made for 
the public fcrvicc, from being eleftcd, or fitting and voting as a member of the Houfe of 
Commons. 

Of this a£V, we lliall give the following abflrafl ;• — 

Any iTK'inhcr accepting a contraft, or continuing to hold any contraft, after the com- 
mencement of the next leffion, his feat fhall be void. 

Not to extend to incorporated companies ; nor to contrafts already made, for one vc:ar , 
nor to contrafts lyy dclccnt, till after twelve months polTclTion. 

** Members holding contrafts, may be difeharged therefrom, on giving a year’s notice. 

“ Any pcilon aftually poflefkd of a patent for a new invention, or a prolongLition therer^f 
’i'jy aft of Ibirlianicnt, and having contrafted with government concerning the objefl of thr kid 
patent before the J^alfing oftliis afl, fhall give notice of his intention to dilfolvc the laid con- 
rrnft, and the fimc fhall be null and \oid from the time of giving fuch notice. 

** If any p(:r!>)n hereby <li(e|ualiiied fhall he cleftcd, fuch cleftion lhail he void. 

.1 )lli jualif ed peiioiis uhu lhaU ht In the I ioule: of Comme)ns after this felfion, fhall forfc.C 
;^ocl. for each din-. 

No member of the I lou fc ol Common^ to have anv lliarc in public contrafts: and a 


henvy penalty to be lc\ied on thede admitting the[n to luch a participatlnyr. 

“ Actions againll defaulters to he commenced within twelve inomln.” 

Su 1' m I s gi antCvi by Pailiamcni for tins year : — f. k 


F'or ino,oco ll-amen, ineluding 21,305 marines, — 


.oc 

:o 

C) 

0 

1’ Or the ordinary of the navy, Nc. — — — 



6 

i i’ 


I'ow'ards building and repairing Ihlps of vrar, — 

bs.; 

t s ' 

V 

c; 

0 

'1 ov.nrJs difi harjpng the debt t)f the navy, — — 

l-v'- 


.■0 

0 

0 

fOr the chaigeof the olfice of ordnance for the land lenlcc, 

(n}‘\ 

,0-: 

I 

n 

5 

l)ltto for the iVa ictvice, 

-'bo, 

00 

0 

0 

0 

P)rdnancc extraortlinarics of 178 1, 

809, 

,72 

1 

0 

IS 

7 


For cornjK'nfation to proprietors of lands near Plymouth, ^ 

Foi 4<),.|55 land-forces, incliKUng 4,175 invalids, ^c. — i.:'42,8 p5 2, 3 



Car lied over. 
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Brought over, 

For maintaining forces and garrifons out of the kingdom, 

For tiie pay of the general and ftafF-officers, &c* — 

For the militia, and four regiments of fcncible men in North Britain, 
For the cloathing of the militia, “ * ” — 

For additional militia companies, &c. in 1781, ~ 

For additionals to three regiments of foot, and for Major General 

Stuart Douglas, — 

On account of the reduced officers of his Majefty’s land forces, See, 
f or allowances to feveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfe-guards, Sec. — — 

For one regiment of light dragoons, and two regiments of foot, from 

September 24, to December 24, 1781, ' 

For one ditto, ditto, and feven battalions and ^ detachment of foot in 

the Eaft Indies, 1782, 

For tho charge of out-penfioners of Chelfca Hofpital, Sec, — . 

For the charge of 13,472 HclHan troops and fubfidy, — 

To make good the deficiencies in fums voted for ditto in 1781, 

For the charge of 4,300 Brunfwickers, — — 

For ditto of 2,094 men of the troops of Hanau and fubfidy, — 
For five HaiKvverian battalions ferving at Gibraltar, ftcc. — 

Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, and fubfidy, ~ 

For a corps of foot of Anhalt Zcrbft, including artillery, — 

Deficiency in votes for ditto in 1781, 

For ditto of 1,559 troops of the Margrave of Anfpach, See. — 
Deficiency in votes for ditto in 1781, — — 

For provifions for the foreign troops ferving in America, — . 

For artillery for the foreign troops, — — 

For extra army cxpences. See. not provided for by Parliament, 

To the Levant Company, — — — 

On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain 
For repairing. Sec. Britifh forts and fettlements on the coaft of Africa, 
Towards carrying on the buildings at Somerfet Houfe, — 

Towards rebuilding Newgale, — — — 

For the Britifh Mufeum, — — 

For the relief of certain American civil officers, See. — 

To make good to his Majefty the like fum iflTued by his Majefly's 
orders, in piiifuance of the addreffes of the Houfe of Commons, 

To Mr. Duncan Campbell, for employing convifts in heaving ballafl: 
on the Thames, — — _ 

For the civil eflabliffimcnt of the ifland of St. John, — 

Ditto of Georgia, ^ 

Ditto of Nova Scotia, - — 





10,918,210 

14 

5 

*.3*5.523 

5 

10 

43,840 

6 

0 

677.497 

*5 

10 

100.594 

*7 

1 

542 

14 

1 

*.675 

10 

4 

77.595 

*9 

z 

574 

18 

4 

21,329 

18 

8 

36,280 

10 

8 

92,881 

*7 

I 

367,203 

9 

10 

15.499 

17 

5 

93.947 

15 

8 

61,108 

11 

04 

56.074 

19 

4l 

17,498 

3 

2..| 

23,818 

1 1 


4.942 

19 

0 

43.665 

12 

3 

3,282 

12 

S 

55 . 4(>9 

0 

0 

27.683 

H 

0 

3.280,053 

1 1 

10: 

5,000 

0 

0 

1, 5,830 

I 

6 

15,000 

0 

0 

25,000 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

73^704 

8 

0 

8,908 

9 


J 4 » 7 i 9 

4 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

2,536 

0 

0 

5,021 

♦ 

10 

S 


Carried forward, 
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I>itto of Eaft Florida, - 

Ditto of Weft Florida, for 1779, — 

For the commiffioners of public accounts, — 
For difeharging the prizes of the lottery of 1781, 
Towards difeharging certain Exchequer bills. 

For difeharging certain other Exchequer bills, See. 
For ditto, on the vote of credit, 

Deficiency in the land-tax, — - 

Ditto in the malt-tax, — ^ — • 

Ditto of coinage duty, 

Ditto of annuity fund, 1758, — - 

Ditto of annuity fund, 1778, — 

Ditto of annuity fund, 1779. 

Ditto of annuity fund, 1780, — 

Ditto of ways and means, 1781, — 


Brought over. 


For military fcrviccs, on the vote of credit. 


Total Supplies, 


The Ways and Means for raifing the foregoing fupplies. 
Duty on nialr, — — — 

Land tax at 4s# — 

I^oan, — — — — 

By Exchequer bills, — — — 

By ditto, — — — — 

By certain balances, — — _ 

Difpofeahlc money in the Exchequer, — — 

By certain furplufles of the finking fund, — — 

By future produce of the finking fund, — — 

Vote of credit, —— 

Total of Ways and Means, — 

Total amount of Supplies granted. 

Total amount of Ways and Means, 

Deficiency of Ways and Means, «— 

'fhe national debt, up to 1782, amounted to — y 

The annual intcreft of which was, — — 
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AN H I S T O R I C A L AND C II R O N O J. O G I C A L DEDUCTION 


7 'lic following additional duties and new taxes were inxpofcd this year: 


An additional duty of is, per barrel on all finall beer above los* per 

barrel, and withholding the 6d. drawback on malt, — 

Ditto of 4d, per pound on tobacco, — — 

Ditto of one farthing per pound on fait, — ~ 

Ditto on medicinal ditto, 2S. the hundred-weight, — 

Ditto of 5 per cent, on all cxcifc and ciiftoms, * 

Spanifli and Flcmilh brandies to pay the fame duties as French, 

A new lax of is. 6d* on every lool, infured, 

Ditto of a ftamp duty of 3d. on every inland bill of exchange under 

50L and 6d. on ditto above 50I. — — 

Ditto of one farthing per ton per mile on Inland water carriage, 

Ditto of 3d. per ton on coalling ditto, (coals excepted) — » 

Total of new taxes, &c. — — 

Intercft of the additional national debt of this year. 


jC- j. d. 

42.000 o o 

14^.333 ^ ^ 

60.000 o o 
5,000 o o 

235.000 o o 
5,000 o o 

100.000 o o 

50.000 o o 
163,410 o o 

12.000 O O 

^.813,743 o o 
793,125 o o 


Excefs of new taxes, 


20,618 o o 


An account of the chriflcriings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, for 
this year. 

Chriftened, males 8,808 Buried, males 9,131 

■ — females 8,293 females 8,787 


17,101 17,918 

T78 ; This year opens with an event of the utmoll importance to the Briiifh empire, as well as to 
the different powers engaged in hoflilities againil it. On the 20*:h of January, prtliminarv 
articles of peace between (ireat Britain and j 'ranee were figned at Vcrlaiiles by Mr. Fitzlicrhcit 
and the Count de Vergennes : fiiiiilar articles were alfo fzgncd at the fame place, and on the 
fame day, between Great Britain and Spain, by Mr. Fitzherbert and the Count D’Aranda.— 
Frovifional articles of peace with the United .States of America, (to take place when a treaty 
w'as concluded) had becti vilrcady figned at Fails on the 301!] of November in the lafl year, hv 
Mr, Ofwald and the American cofn miff oners, B. Franklin, j. Adams, J. Jay, and M. Lnu- 
yens. — The preliminaries with Holland were not a^flually fubfciibed, but a ceff.ition of hoili- 
lilies with that republic w^as agreed upon. 

In the treaty between Great Britain and France it was agreed, that the moft efficacious me:!'* 
fmes fliould immediately be taken, by both parties, for putting an end to iiollilitics of every 
kind, Newfoundland was to remain witli England as before the comiiicnccmcnt of the war; 
and to prevent difputes about boundaries, it was accorded, that the Iwcnch fiihcry jhould l;i gin 
from Cape St. John, on the eaftern fide, and going round by the north, ihould Iiave for it-; 
boundary Cape Ray on the wcfterri fide. The illands of St. Pierre and Miquelon were ceded 
in full right to France. The Fhench were to continue to fifli in the Gulf of Sr. Laurence, 
conformably to the fifth article of the treaty of I^aris. The King of Great Biitain was to 
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1783 relTorc to France the ifland of St. Lucia, and to cede and gnirantee to ])cr that of Tobago. 
The King of France was to furrender to Great Ihitaln ilie iliauds of (benada and the Circ- 
nadines, St. Vincent, Donuiiica, Sr. Kiri’s, Nevis, and Montferrar. The river of Senegal 
and its dependencies, with the forts of Louis, Podor, (ialani, Arguin and Portendic, wcie 
to be given to 1 ranee; and the ifland of Gorte was to be refioied to it. Fort JairiCsS and tlic 
river (jainbia were guarantied to liis Britannic Majefty ; and tlie gum trade was to remain in 
the lanjc condition as before the commencement of lioPilitics : — the King of Ci real Britain 
was to reftore to his Moll Chriflian MajcHy, ail the cftabliflrmcnts which belonged to him at 
the breaking out of the war on tlie coaft of Orixa and in Bengal, wdtli tlic liberty to furround 
Chandernagore with a ditch for draining the waters ; and became engaged to fecure to the lub- 
jcfls of France in that part of Indi. , aitd on thecoafls of Orixa, Coromandei and Malabar, a 
fafe, free and independent trade, cither as private traders, or under the dire£lion of a company. 
Pondicliciry, as well as KaiicaJ, w^as to he rendered back to France ; and his Biitannlc Ma* 
jcAy was to give, as a dependency round Pondicherry, the two diiirids of Valanour and Ba- 
hour *, and, as a dependency round Karical, the four contiguous Macans. The French were 
again to enter into the poircllion of Mahc, and of the Comptoir at Surat. The allies of France 
arid Great Britain were to be invited to accede 10 the picfcnt pacification ; and tlic term oi four 
iiionth.s was to be allowed them for the purpofc cl making tluir dccifion. If they fhould be 
averfe to peace, no ainibancc, on cither fide, was to be given to them. Great Britain renoun- 
ced every claim with refpeft to Dui^kirk. Conimitrioners were to be appointed rcfpcdively by 
tlic two nations to enquire into the ftatc of their commerce, and to concert new arntngemeiu;; 
of trade on tlic footing of reciprocity and mutual convenience. All conquers on citlicr rule, 
in any part of the world whatfoever, not mentioned or aliudcd to in the prefent treaty, were 
to be reflored without difficulty, and without requiring compenfation. It being nccUlary tliat 
there fhould be a fixed epoch for the refutations and furrenders to be made by the coutiafling 
parlies, it was detcniiined that the King of Great Britain Iboulcl order the evacuation of the 
illaiuls of St. Pierre and Miquelon, three montlis after the ratification of the preliminary treaty, 
and lliat, if poffible, before the exfuration of the fame period, he Ihould rclinquiili all connec- 
tion with St. Lucia, in the Weil Indies, and Gorcc, in Africa, It was ilipulatcd, in like 
manner, that his Britannic Majefty fhould, at the end of three months after the ratification of 
tlic treaty, or fooner, enter into the poffellion of the iilands of (^’icnacla and the Grenadines, 
St. Vincent, Dominica, St. Chrillopher’s, Nevis, and Montferrat. Franco was to be put in 
pofieffion of the towms and comptoivs which w»cre to be rcliored to her in the Raft Indits, and 
of the ictritories which were to ferve as dependencies round Pondicherry and Kanca), iiK 
memths after the ratification of the definitive treaty *, and at the termination of the lame term, 
fhc was to refiortf the towns and diftrifts wliich her arms miglit have taken trom the Fnglilli 
or their allies in that quarter of the globe. The juifoncis on each fide were reciprocally to he 
iurrenderrd, and without ranfom, upon the vatilication of the treuty, and on paying the debts 
ihev might have contrafled during tlieir captivity. Fncli crown was leipcdivcly to rcirnbarle 
the fuins which had been advanced for the nuiintennnec of their prifoners, according to al- 
idk-d and authentic vouchers. With a view to prevent every ditputc and complaint on ac- 
count of p1i7.es which might he taken by the fliips of war belonging to either power, the fol- 
lowing arrangement was agreed upon : — All veOels or cfteifts captured in the Ghanuc!, a!ni in 
tlic North Seas, after the ipace of twelve days, (to be computed from the ratification of the 
prefent preliminary articles) nete to be rcliored on each lidc ; one month to'l,>c allowed from 
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178^ the Channel and the North Sca^ as far as the Canary iflands inclufively, or in the Medltcr-^ 
ranean ; two months from the Canary illands as far as the equator ; and, laftly, five mouths, 
without exception, in all other parts of the world* 

By the preliminary articles between Great Britain and Spain it was agreed, that bis Catho- 
lic Majefty was to keep the illand of Minorca, and was to retain Weft Florida, Eaft Florida 
was to be ceded to him by the King of Great Brittain. Eighteen months were to be allowed 
from the date of the ratification of the definitive treaty, to the fubjeds of the latter who had 
fettled in the ifland of Minorca and in the two Floridas, to fell their eftates, to recover their 
debts, and to tranlport their perfons and effedts, without being reftrained on account of their 
religion, or on any other pretence whatfoever, except that of debts and profecutions for crimes. 
His Britannic Majefty was, at the fame time, to have the power to caufe all the cffcfls that 
might belong to him in Eaft Florida to be carried away. The liberty of cutting logwood in a 
diftritft, of which the boundaries were to be afeertained, without moleftation or difturbance 
of any kind whatfoever, was permitted to Great Britain. The King of Spain was to reftorc 
the iflands of Providence and the Bahamas, without exception, in the condition in which they 
were when conquered by his arms. All other conquefts of territories and countries, upon 
either fide, not included in the prefeut articles, were to be mutually reftored, without dilfi- 
cuity or compeafation. The epoch for the reftitutions to be made, the regulations for the 
rcleafe of prifoners, and for the cefiati€?n of captures, were cxaftly the fame as thofc ftipulated 
in the preliminary articles with France. 

By the proviiional articles agreed upon by the refpeftive comnufTioiTcrs of Great Britain and 
the United States of America, his Britajinic Majefty acknowledged them to be free, fovereign, 
and independent States. He con fented to treat with them in that capacity ; and, for himfclf, 
his heirs, and his fuccefTors, he rclinquilhcd all claims to the government of them, to their 
property and territorial rights. That no difputcs might arife in future on the fubjc^l: of the 
boundaries of the United States, it was declared, that they fliould be, from the north-weft 
angle of Nova Scotia, to that angle which is farmed by a line drawn due north, — from tiic 
fourcc of St. Croix river to the Highlands, along the faid Higlilands, which divide iliofe rivers 
that empty themfcJves into the river St, Laurence, — from thofc wdiidr fall into the Atlantic 
Ocean, to the north wefternmoft head of Conricdicuc river, — thence down along the middle 
of that river, to the 45th degree of north latitude, — from thence by a line due weft on that 
latitude, until it ftrikes the river Iroquois or Cateraquy, — thence along the middle of the faid 
river into the lake Ontario, through the middle of that lake, until it ftrikes the communication 
between the faid lake and the lake Eric,— -thence along the middle of that communication into 
lake Eric, through the middle of the faid lake, until it arrives at the water communication 
between that lake and Lake Huron, — thence along the middle ot' the faid water communica- 
tion, — thence through the middle of the faid lake to the water communication between that 
and Lake Superior,— thence through Lake Superior, northward of the ifies Royal and 
Phillipcaux, to the Long Lake,— thence through the middle of the faid Long Lake, and the 
water communication between it and the Lake of tiic Woods, to the faid Lake of the Woods, — 
thence through tlic fakl Lake to the moft northern point of it; and from thence, in a due 
weft courfe, to the river MifiiiTippi, — thence by aline to be drawn along the middle of the faid 
river MiiTifilppi, until it ftiali interfeft the northernmoft part of the 31ft degree of north lati- 
tude. — South, by a line to be drawn due eaft, from the determination of the line laft-mention- 
cd, in the latitude of 31 degrees Jiorth of the Equator, to the middle of the river Apalachicola, 
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1783 or Catahouchcj—^thcncc along the middle thereof, to its janftiou with the river Flint, ~ 
thence ftrait to the head of St. Mary’s River, and thence down along the middle of St Mary's 
River to the Atlantic Ocean. — Eaft, by a line to be drawn along the middle of the river St. 
Croix, from its mouth in the Bay of Fundy, to its fourcc ; and from its fource, dire£lly north 
to the faid Highlands, which divide the rivers tliat fall into the Atlantic Ocean, from thufe 
which fall into the river St. Laurence ; comprehending all iflands within zo leagues of any part 
of the Ihorcs of the United States, and lying between lines to be draw!i due call from the 
points where the faid boundaries, between Nova Scotia on the one part, and Laft Florida on 
the other, fliall refpcflively touch the Bay of Fundy, and the Atlantic Ocean ; excepting fuch 
iflands as now arc, or heretofore have been within the limits of the faid province of N ova Scotia.” 

It was ftipulated, that the people of the United States fiiould continue to enjoy, without 
moleftation, the right to take fllh of every kind on the Grand Bank, and all other the Hanks 
of Newfoundland ; and that they fhouid likewife cxercife and continue the fame privilege lii 
the Gulf of St. Laurence, and at every other place in the fca; where the faid inhabitants ufed 
heretofore to fifli. The inhabitants of the United States were likewife to have liberty to take 
fiih of every kind, on fuch part of thccoaft of Newfoundland, as Britilh fcamcn lhall refort 
to, but not to cure or dry them on that ifland. They were alfo to poflTefs the pi ivilegc of flih* 
ing on the coafts, bays, and creeks of all the other dominions of his Britannic Majefty in 
America, and the Americans are to be permitted to dry and cure filh in any of the uniettled 
hays, harbours and creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen Iflands, and Labrador, But it was 
agreed, that, after fuch places fliould be fettled, this right could not be legally put in pradice 
without the confent of the inhabitants and proprietors of the ground. It was accoidtd, thnt 
creditors on either fide fliould meet with no impediment in the profecution of their claims. 
It was contraded, that the Congrefs fhould carneftly recommend it to the legiflatures of the 
refpeftive Stated, to provide for the reftitution of all eflates and properties which had been coti- 
flfcated, belonging to real Britifh fubjefts, and of the eftates and properties of perfons refident 
, in diftrifts in the pofliflion of his Majefty’s arms, and who had not borne arms iigainfl the 
United States. It was rcfolvcd, that perfons of any other defeription fliould have fi ec iiberty 
to go to any part whatfoever of any of the Thirteen United States, and remain in it for tweive 
montlis unmolefted in their endeavours to recover fuch of their eflatcs, rights and properties, 
as may not have been confifeated; and it was concerted, that the Congrefs fliould earncflly 
recommend to the fevcral States, a revifiou of all aSs or laws regarding the preinifes, lo as to 
render them perfectly confillcnt, not only with jufticeand equity, but with that fpirit of c on- 
ciliation, which, *on the return of the blefllngs of peace, fliould univcrfalJy prevail. It wav 
underftood, that no future confifeations fliould be made, nor profccutioas commenced 
any pci fon or body of men, on account of the part which he or they had taken in the prc icnt 
war; and that thole who may be in confinement on fuch a charge, at the time of the latijica- 
tion of the treaty in America, fhould be immediately fet at liberty. It was concliuled, th.at 
there fliould be a firm and perpetual peace between his Britannic Majefty and the l/nited 
States; that all hoftilitics by fea and land Ihould inuiiediatdy ccafc ; and that prlfoncrs. on 
both fides, fliould be fet at liberty. It was determined, that his Britannic Majeflv thould cxj't - 
ditioufly, and without committing dcftruflion of any fort, withdraw a!! Ins armies, carrii.in s 
and fleets, from every port, place and harbour of the United States, 'I hc navigation of the 
liver Milfiflippi, from its fourcc to the Ocean, was to remain ever free and open to the 
jcfls of Great Britain, and to the citizens of the United States. In flne, it was agreed in the 
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1783 event, that if anyplace or territory belonging to Great Rrltain,or to the United Slates, niowkl 
be conquered by the arms of either before the arrival ol the provilional articles in America, it 
Iboukl be rdlor^d without compenfation or difficulty. 

It was not with equal fuccefs that the ncgociations for peace were carried on with Holland. 
In a memorial to Mr* Fitzherbert, prefented to him at Paris, by the pfenipotentiarics of the 
States General, intimations of advantages were made wliich could not be granted. In con- 
fcqucnce of which, he was inftrufted to reply, that as the Republic difeovered fo little inclina- 
tion to renew thole tics which, in former times, had connefted them fo clofcly with Great 
Britain, it was proper, at leaft, that they rtiould conduit themfeives in all commercial affairs 
which might take place between Great Britain and them, purely iind limply by the gcneial 
principles of the rights of mankind ; and to this declaration, he added, that as foon as the 
nations engaged in the prefeat war, Biould begin to form thofe commercial airangcuicins, 
which the new engagements that Ihould fublift between them fhouid render neccllaiy, his 
Britannic Majefty would be ready to conrraft with them fuch comm;^rcial treaties as might 
correfpond with the litnation of th6 two States, and with their refpeitive intereds. They wcic 
affurc<l, that the King of Great Britain was willing, from his moderation, to rcftorc to their 
High Mighlineffes, all the poffeffions which had been taken from them by his arms, except 
Trincomalc, in the ifland of Ceylon, with its dependencies* With regard to an indemnifica- 
tion of the lofles which the United Provinces had experienced during the war, they were in- 
formed, that fuch a pretenfion would never be admitted, as being equally rcpngnaiit to rcafon 
and equity : but they were admoniflicd at the fame time, that the King of (ircat Britain con- 
fented, without any reluflance, that the divifion of prizes taken by his fubjedts previous to 
the rupture, Ibould be fubmitted to the courts of jufticc of the Britilli Admiralty, agreeable to 
the ellabliflied rules of nations. 

I'o tlicfc propofitions, the ]>lcnipotcntiaries of the States General expreffed their dilfcnt. 
7 ’licy did not undt rftand what the court of London meant by “ the general principles of the 
rights of mankind.” If by this exprefiion thofe ptinciples were fignificd which are drawn Irom 
the primitive rights of nations, which render the navigation and conveyance of all kinds oi 
merchandize, without diftindtion, entirely free, without any obllrufi ion whatever, excepting 
warlike (lores, they were perfiiaded that their High Migiitineffcs would very readily admit it 
as the babs of a negotiation ; and they expreffed themfeives to be ready to engage in arranging, 
on this principle, the definitive treaty of peace, or a treaty of private commerce, as loon as the 
nations concerned in the preftnt war ihould determine to enter into commercial arrangemufUs, 
Ti'hcy could not, however, reconcile the detention of Trincomalc, with what was termed the 
moderation of his Britannic Majefty ; audit was their opinion;^ that their High Mightinclfts 
would not fubmit to authorize an article of that kind* As to an indemnification of lolfcs, 
they avoided finally to enter upon it, till it Ihould appear that the court of London was dil- 
pofed to approach to equitable heads of accommodation and alliance. 

On the 27th of January, copies of the preliminary articles of peace between Great Britain 
and France, and Great Britain and Spain, and of the provifiona! treaty with the United States 
of America, were laid before both Houfes of Parliament; and the 17th day of February foL 
lowing was appointed for taking them into confideration. Without entering into the particu- 
lars of the important debates which took place on this occafion, we ffiall give a candid 
meat of the arguments employed on botli fidcs of the queftion. 
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17B3 It was aflTcrtcJ on tlic part of adminiflration, that the critical llfuatlon of the finance; of this 
country clernandcd an immediate teniunatioii of the war* The national debt was now lifen to 
tlic enormous ium of 250,003,000!. for wdiich an interell of near 9.500,000!, was annually 
])aid. J liis iiucrcil, togcilier with the civil fill and peace cftablilhment, would fwcll the na- 
tional cxpcnccs to little Ids than 15,000,000!, per annum ; and as the amount of tlie enoniious 
load ot tiiKCs, under which the landed inlcrcit was finking, did not exceed 12,700,000!. there 
remained an annual fum of 2,300,000!* to be raifed by frcih burthens. 

It might indeed be urggd, that tlic other belligerent powers felt an ecjiial degree of diftrefs ; 
but allowing the truth of that alTcrtion, the difference of government operated fo much in 
their favour, that granting they would incur great difticffes by profcciiting the war, we fhould 
cxpeiiencc much greater, were a ^pul>lic bankruptcy to cnfuc. The popular maxims of our 
conflitution would throw us into univerfai coiifufion, while the habitual fubmiffion to tlic 
lupremc authority of the State, (Holland excepted) would, in the midil of their hardfhips and 
fufferings, keep them, in a great degree, in tranquillity and order. 

To thefe alTcriions it was replied, that the llaic of our finances was as vrell known to the 
enemy as ourfclvcs ; and that it arofe from their firm belief of our being in a fituarion to con- 
tinue the conteil, that they manifefted the difpofition they had to enter into a negotiation for 
peace with us. 

'I'lie next point of confideration, was the home ‘defence of the kingdom* The deficiencies 
in the various corps of regulars and militia were deferibed to be fo great, that not lefs than 
30,000 men would be wanted to fupply them. The country, it was infifted, was fo cxbauileJ, 
that few or no recruits could be procured, and that even if men were obtained in Germany, 
it would be a matter of no common hazard to tranfpoi t them beyond the Channel, while the 
feas wxrc poiTciTcd by the fupevior fleets of out enemies. On the contrary it was afferted, that 
both Great Britain and Ireland abounded with men fit for fcrvicc, and that German levies 
might be cafily raifed as well as tranfported, with no moie than the common rifque of war, to 
any part of the globe. 

7dic navy was reprefented to be in a condition hardly adequate to the purpofc of defence 
and the protc£I ion of commerce, much lefs to the aftivity of enterprize. The whole Brithlx 
naval force, fit for fervice, fcarcciy amounted to 100 fail of the line; of many were 
undermanned, fevera] out of repair, and the greater part had been long and adlively employed 
on foreign llations. Our magazines were in an exhauiled ftatc; and with the moft diligent 
exertions, not more than fix fail could have been added to this catalogue in the enluing fpring . 
on the other hand, the fleets of I^rancc and Spain amounted to 140 fail of the line, 
new llijps woqld have been Ihortly added to the French fleet ; the Dutch navy would be rom- 
pofedof 25 fail of the line, and it was uncertain what accclllon the Spanilh force would li:ue 
Kccived at the fame period. I'he diilribution of this force, it was «nddcd, was a very alaniiing 
circimrftance. Had not peace taken place, a fleet ot 40 fail of the line lay ready at Cadiz to 
accompany a fleet of tranfports, with 16,000 troops, to the Well Indies; where, at icall, 
20 Ihips of the line were waiting, with as many thoufand troops, to join them. Our naval 
ilrength, on that ftation, coufiflcd of no more than 46 fail of the line, which was not an aJe- 
ijuate force, making every rcafonablc allowance for the fuperior fRiil and courage of Britlili 
ftumcn, to give any rcafonablc hopes, that we fhould be able to picvcnt ilic alarming dcfigns 
of the enemy on our rcataining Weft India polTcffions* 

S N 31 In 
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1783 In the mean time, we had every reafon to expeft, that France would maintain her fupc- 
riority in the Ball Indies. The reinforcement from England under Commodore Bickerton, 
would at moft give us an equality with the enemy, — and which, after all, would, by no means, 
be fuflicient to prevent them from landing their troops on a coaft of fuch great extent. 'Fhe 
force which the French already had, with Hyder Ally, exceeded the number of Europeans in 
the fcrvicc of Great Britain, and more were daily expected. 7‘hc imincnfc armies which that 
Prince would bring into the field, aided by the Ikill and difeipiine of his French allies, were 
objc£ls of the moft ferious confidcration, ^ 

If we directed our attention near home, and looked to the probable operations in the Chan- 
nel and the Northern Seas, in a future campaign, it was evident from the papers laid before the 
Houfe of Commons, that the combined force of the Houfe of Bourbon and Holland, would 
have nearly doubled our force in our own fcas. It was, therefore, a matter of veal wifdoni 
and true patriotifm, to avoid the hazard which the continuance of war rendered probable, by 
feizing the prefent moment of making what, confidcring ail circumftanccs, might be cftccrocd 
an honourable peace. 

On the other fide it was contended, that the condition of the Britifh navy was in every 
refpeift more flourilhing and formidable than it had been at any preceding period of the war ; 
that after two years of preparation the Dutch marine ftili continued vxry inconfidciabJe, and 
the augmentation of the French and ^panifh fleets had always been over-rated. It was like- 
wife affirmed, that Admiral Pigot would have poflellcd a force in the Weft ladies fully ade- 
quate to every purpofc of attack or defence. For the Channel fcrvicc it was faid, that there 
remained 34 fail of the line, — which, though inferior to the fleet of the enemy, would be fuf 
ficientforthe fecurity of our trade, and equal to all the purpofes of home defence. 

It was alfo argued, that it was more than probable, that in the Eaft indies the Biitifh Ad- 
miral would this year have been compleat mafter of the fea. The apprehenfions lo ftrongly 
exprefTcd of Hyder Ally, were reprefented as being without any rcafonablc foundation, — wliilc 
his French allies were deferibed as inferior, in every refpeft, to the European troops and 
difeiplined natives in the Britifh fervice. That, on a calm review of our fuuation in India, 
wdiatevcr calamities had befallen us from the unhappy difeord among thofe w^ho had the fuper- 
intendaniie of our affairs there, it appeared to promife the fpcedy reftoration of former 
profperity. 

The particular articles of the peace became the fuccccding objeSs of confideration. It was 
infiftcd by the miniftry, that the alterations which were now, according to the articles with 
France, to take place concerning the fifherics of l^cwfoundland, were favourable to Great 
Britain. The French King renounces the right of fifhiag from Cape Bpnavifta to Cape St. 
John, and obtains an extenfion of that privilege on the weftern fide of the illand of New- 
foundland. By this fiipulation the French arc confined to a certain fpot, and an end is put 
to the difputes which had heretofore been a continual matter of uncafinefe . between the two 
nations : the eaflern and fbutU eaftern coaft is left to the free and full enjoyment of the Englifli; 
and theie the fifli arc not only the largeft, but in the greateft, abundance ; the curing of them 
alfo is much inoie convenient there than in the Streights of Bclleifle, where the fogs arc more 
prevalent ; by the teftimony of every officer who has ferved at Newfoundland, one league of 
coaft between Cape Bonavifta and St. John, is worth ten on the weftern fide ; and thus, while 
station is for our advantage, an encouragement is given to our national fpirit and in- 
It was ftated, that tlie furicndcr of St. Pierre and Miquelon were conceffions of no 
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1783 importance. The harbour of St. Pierre is fmall, and cannot receive men of war ; the road is 
capable of admitting fhips of force, but the bottom is rocky and dangerous. Miquelon lias a 
road at tlie north end ot the ifland, but it is a flation of no advantage : vefllls arc there open 
to the eaflcrly winds, and expofed to the attacks of an enemy. It is of no fervicc whatever to 
fortify thefc iflands ; and the aflertion that, if fortified, they would command the entrance into 
the gulf of St. Laurence, is without the hail foundation : it might as well be faid that Breft 
commands the entrance into the harbour of Plymouth. Thefc iflands could be of no fcrvice 
to us, and would by no means enable the French, in time of war, to moleft our tiflierics j as, 
on a furvey, it appeared, that no fortification could be crefted on them fufficieiitly ftiong to 
refift the fire of any ihip of force. 

It was argued, that nothing could be more inconliftent with juft notions of our national in- 
terells, than to'objeft to the ftipulations which had been made with regard to the Weft Indies. 
The iflands of St. Chi iftopher, Nevis, Montferrat, St. Vincent, Dominica, and Grenada, 
were now reftored to Great Britain by the peace, in exchange for St Lucia and Tobago; 
which, in faft, Ihould be confldcred rather as ceflions than reftored captures. The former 
ifland, though it commanded a view of Martinico, was, by no means, equal in advantage to 
Dominica; which, in time of war, poilcfled the power of cfFeftually interrupting the commu- 
nication between Martinico and Guadaloupc, the two principal F'rench iflands in thofe Teas. — 
The importance of Tobago to our cotton manufafturers, had been mucli exaggerated ; for 
t'ley had flourllhcd before the acquifition of tliat ifland : and though its cotton was of a good 
quality, that commodity might he procured from other parts of the woild. — Befides, it is by 
no means a healthy fpot, nor arc its exports or imports of any confiderablc value. 

By the celflons in Africa, France regained poffeflion of the river Scricgal and its appendages, 
together with the ifland of Ciorec. But neither the one or the other were poirclfions of con- 
fequence or value : their oofnmerce was inconfiderablc ; and, from their urthealthy climate, 
became the grave of numbers of our fellow fuhjefls, wdio were annually fent there to w.itch an 
article of trade which wc in vain endeavoured to monopolize. On the other hand, tlie pof- 
feflion of the river Gambia, which was guaranteed to Great Britain by the King of France, 
afforded the profpeft of very confiderablc advantage, as it was navigable lor feveral hundred 
miles, and in the neighbourhood of the Gold Coaft. As much of tlie gum traJc would zio\y 
remain to the Englilh as they ever had, or could ever want. 

In jufiificaiion of the ftipulations which relate to the Eaft Indies, it was contended, that 
though they were beneficial to the French, they were by no means injurious to Great Britain. 
The only advantages they bad gained, bcfidcs the reftoration of what had been taken from 
tlicm, were fomc diftri^Is, to render Pondicherry and Karical places of more convenience than 
heretofore, and the permiflion to drain the marflies round Chandernagore, by encircling it 
with a ditch, to carry off 'thc ftagnant waters. But even allowing the French to be the gainers 
by the peace in the Eaft Indies, the diftrafted ftatc of the Britifh dominions in that quarter of 
the globe, made feme condccenfion, on our parr, abfolutely ncccffary. From the laft accounts 
which were received previous to the peace, it appeared, that the poffeflions of the Eaft India 
Company were expofed to the greateft hazard, and therr finances, both at home and abroad, 
w^ere in fuch a ftatc, as, in all appearance, to make peace the only means of recoveiing our 
profperity in Afia. 

With.refpcft to that article of the treaty by which all regulations relative to Dunkirk, wliich 
had been inferted in any former treaty of peace, were abrogated, it was contended, tl^at the 

conllraints 
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j ;6'} Cvonflvaints with regard to this harhour were of no advantage t*o us, and were dilgraceful tn 
France ; to remove them, therefore, was to deftroy an unhappy caufc of hatred and difeon- 
tent, which had long fiibh lied between the two kingdoms: that the great confcqucnce olDmu 
kirk, as a port, had always been a very grofs rniftakc, as it is near a Ihoaly part of thcChaiw 
ncl, cannot receive ihips of a large fixe, and never can be a rendezvous for fquadrons of fiiipi 
of war. Nor fhould it be forgotten, that while this port can produce no material mifehief to 
\js in lime of war, it may operate greatly to oui* advantage in time of peace, as it is extremely 
well fituated to carry on the Englilh and liilh trade with tlie Low' Countries ; a branch of 
commerce which is known to be of vei y great importance. 

To this review of the treaty witlj France, iuccccded a rccaj>itulation of tliat wiilt Sp«'un.— 
To this monarchy, it was faid, that reiliiutions were made of pofleHious originally its own, 
and which were far from being of any real importance to this country . Miiunca was alway; 
kept at an enormous expence* in peace, and, from a variety of circumftnnces, could never he 
tenable in time of war, With regard to the cclhou of Eali Florida, and the permiliion ai- 
lowed to Spain to retain WeA Florida, thofc articles were certainly to be defended on fub- 
llantial grounds ; — The right of conquefl had given Weft Florida to tlic Spanifli monarchy, 
and the furrender of Eaft Florida was the unavoidable confcqoencc of an unfortunate and 
uiifconduclcd war : yet for thefe conccflions an aftual compenfation bad been made by tlic 
icftoration of the Bahama iflands. K Ihould likcwifc be confidcred, that the cxpcncc of m:iiiw 
tuining Eaft and Weft Florida had bcetj exceflivc: for three years, the charges for Eaft Floiithi 
amounted to 368,000!. ; and the cxpencec of Well Florida, for the fame period, arofc to a 
much larger fum. It was, at the fame time, proper to remember, that the imports and ex- 
ports of thefe provinces bore no proportion to the burthen of their maintenance; their derc- 
liflion, therefore, did not afford fo great advantage to Spain as might be generally fuppofed 
Befidcs, if they had continued in our poflefiion, it is more than probable that they aright have 
become a fource of future contefls between the Englifh and the Americans, 

On a candid examination of the conceflions which were made to the Houfe of Bourhoi), 
they were certainly much greater in appearance than in reality, as they can fcarcclv be faid to 
afford it more ical advantages than were in i:s polftjTion before the war : its commerce would 
cclvc no other incrcafc than wdiat might proceed from an intercom fc with tiie United States: 
of America; and there could be no doubt but the latter would find it their intereft to give a 
commercial preference to Great Britain. If France and Spain, in the powerful efforts they 
had made to feparatc the North American colonics frotn Great Britain, were prompted by tii'i 
expeflation of monopolizing their trade, they would certainly find thcmfdvcs extremely niiL 
taken : they w'ould fharc no more of it than was pcrfcftly confident with the interefts of the 
Americans; who would, like all other trading nations, he governed by the mere profpct't of 
gain, diverted of all other confulcrations. 

The treaty with the United States of America, as far as it related to their independence, Iiad, 
in a gre.it meafurc, been previoufty formed by Parliament. The only points that remained for 
dtfeuffion, were the arrangement of the boundaries, the fettlemcnt of the fifberiog, and the 
terms fljpulated for the Loyalifts* Thefe were defended in the following manner 

By the line of boundary, all thetack fctticments, and the whole country between the Alle- 
gany mountains and the Miftiflippb were ceded to the? United States ; to have retained the 
large traft behind them, for the purpofe of fettling it with perfons of different political prin- 
ciples, would have been Utile better than Ij^ybg the foundation of new war and frefh diftur- 

bancey,* 
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1783 bances. The free navigation of the MilTiirippi was, however, referved. Tlic profits to be 
derived from llie poffcflion of thefe imrthcni difl;ri(£ls, had been greatly over-rated. Kven 
Canada did not yield to the mother country a balance in trade in any wife equivalent to its 
coll : the cxpences incurred on account of that province, had, on the average of feveral years, 
amounted to the annual luin of 800,0000]. On the other hand, the exports from Great Bri- 
tain to Canada were only 140,000!. and t/ic imports no more than 50,000!. It could not, 
thcicforc be contended, that 50,000). a year was a furticient object with a great trading nation 
to induce the continuation of a war, of which its reprefentatives in Parliament had declared 
the mofl polirive abhorrence. But, in fact, the trade to Canada was not given up i it was 
only divided ; and in fuch a manner as to prove beneficial to Great Britain. M ^nopolics are 
at all times odious ; and whatever car- conduce to rivallhip, advances the fpirit of triitfic. It 
was al(o to be obferved, that the bell rcfources of trade in Canada lie to the northward ; for 
though beavers arc to be found in all thofe countries of North Amciica which are fituated l)c- 
tween tiic 30th and 60th degrees of latitude, yet their furs are much thicker, and the animals 
thcmfclvcs more numerous, in the northern than in tlie fouthern climates. 

Thc(:cfii ;n of Ponobfeot had been Hated as a lofs to (ireat ihitain, as depriving it of a 
territory that had furnllhecl mafls for tlie navy in great abundiyice : but that objection could 
not !>c made with any degree of trudi ; as that country was lo cxliauiied of timber, that there 
was not a lice growing in it fir for a mail: of any confiderablc fizc ; nor, indeed, was Great 
Britain in want of plentiful rcfources to fupply hci fijf with that article. 

‘J'he ncccliirv wliich it was univerfally acknowledged there was for obtaining a permanent 
peace, by fappicfiing any ground of jealoufy and contention, jufiificd the Canada boundaries ; 
and they were Jiot kfs firongly fupported by that liberal principle which had begun t<) extend 
iifelf over liuiopc, and wliicli was eager to ^)reak the oppvefiive chains of nionopoiy. It was 
an acknowledged commercial maxim, that mono]K>iks were, generally confidered, jnju;ious; 
and if there is a nation wliich ought to iejc< 5 f them, it is England. Situate I as we aie, nhcrc 
is nothing we ought to covet fo much as a free trade : o k umI mtcrc-t and p'oTperiry cn ifi ted 
in it, and no liappicr policy could be adopted than to extend by negoclation, a libe.^al and cn- 
.Larged plan of commerce. We h:id arted upon thefe principles with rclpcit to 1 : eland, and 
it would be equally beneficial to excrcifc a fimilar liberality In our tranfai^lions widi Anv^dca : 
the cafes were ihnilar ; and while the one was commended, it was folly to rail againfi ilic other : 
hut, in faft, the apparent gcncrofity which had been Ihown 10 the United Stones, was o^co- 
nomy to ourfcivcs. 

it was made an ohjeition to the negociation widi the Americans, that tlicy wcio allowed to 
i'ilh un the banks of Newfoundland, and in all the bays and creeks, as well as on the coali> of 
Ids Britannic Majefty’s dominions in America. But it had ])cen very propcriv urged by the 
American commllTioners, that the refufai to them of iliis right of fithing, would be a mani- 
fefiation of hoftilc intentions, and tend to preclude every hope of reco/iciiianon. Beddes, the 
fifhery lay in their patt of the ocean, and it was, in reality, impofiihlc to exclude them from 
it by any kind of rcllriftions : and even if it had been poffible to make them renounce this 
claim, the perpetual violation of fuch a compaft, would have proved an endlcfs fource of ani- 
mality and contention. But further, it fliould be confidered, that there are two feafons for 
the fiihery of Newfoundland ; the firff commences in February, and the latl in May or June. 
The fiHl fcafon is not fo important ; but, fuch as it is, it muft belong cxclufivcly to the Arne- 
ncaas : for no Ihips from England or France can take their ftations there at fuch an early 
. a period 
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coaft : it is an advantage which nature has given tlicm ; ai\d to attempt to overtlirovv it, would 
not only be unjull, but imprafticablc. With refpeft to the fecond, or principal fiihery, the 
advantages were ail on our fide, from the pofleffion of Newfoundland, where none but our- 
felves were entitled to the privilege of drying and curing* fifli. It was in confcqucnce ot this 
advantage, that we did not Hand in need of thq liberty of carrying on any fiihery on the coaft 
of rhe countries belonging to the American ftates. 

No common degree of difeontent had been cxprelled againft that article of the treaty by 
which the Congrefs was to recommend the cafe of the Loyalifts to the confideration of the 
different ftates which compofed the American confedcracJ^ But, on this point, only one al- 
ternative prefented itfclf ; cither to accept from Congrefs their recommendation to the pro- 
vincial ftates in favour of thofe unfortunate people, or to continue the war. The American 
commiflioners had no inftruftions to proceed further tlian^ they did, nor could they poffibly 
receive any ; as it was not in the power of Congrefs itfclf to do more than fttongly to recom- 
mend the Loyalifts to pity and favour. In all its mcafurcs, fince its firft conftitution, for 
providing either money or men, Congrefs had never gone further than to offer their recom- 
mendation to the provintjial aflimblies, and it has always been received with refpeft and defe- 
rence, But if, after alj, the loyalifts ftiould not be received and chcrilhed in the bofom of tluir 
own country, it could not be fuppofed that England was fo loft to gratitude and honour, as 
Dot to afford them an afylum ; and it would be furcly a much wifer mcaCurc to confolc them, 
in the moll ample manner, for their Ioffes, than to heap diftrefs upon the nation by continu- 
ing the calamities of war. Without fpiHing another drop of blood, and with one-fifth part of 
the cxpence of a campaign, eafe and happinefs might be given .to the Loyalifts, in as full a 
manner as they had been ever enjoyed by them. Nor fbould it be paffed by without ol>ferva- 
tion, that no expedient was left untried to obtain the moft complete rc-cftablifliment of the 
Loyalifts in their original fituation, — This point was urged in preference to all the reft : nay, 
fo forcibly, and in fuch a peremptory manner w^as it inCfted upon by the Britifti commiflioners, 
that the very negociation itfclf was fufpended, and very near being broken off, on the Ameri- 
can commiflioners declaring the ftatc of their powers, which has been already deferibed. — 
Befides, it muft furcly be allowed, that policy diftated, with regard to America, that we Ihould 
not be governed by flight and temporary confidcrations, but by the view of obtaining real and 
lading advantages. It was our intereft to guard againft the poflibility of future refentments, 
and to lay the foundation of an affeflion and unity, which w^ouid terminate in an enlarged 
feheme of commercial intcrcourfe, and in a communication of mutual profperiry which might 
endure for ages. 

Such was the manner in which the miniftry defended their work of peace ; and we now 
proceed to ftatc, with all polfiblc brevity, the principles on which it was difapproved. 

That part of the coaft of Newfoundland where the French were to enjoy an cxclufivc fiihery^ 
could not, in reafon, be deemed lefs produftivc than that we retained. It had been fpccificaiiy 
demanded as a proportionable fharc by the French miniftry ; and there is no rcafon*to imagine 
that they would, knowingly, have contented thcmfelves with the worft. 

The iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon were fufceptible of more impitrvemcnt in the article 
of fortification, and would prove of more utility in time of war than had been rcprcfcntcd. — 
Their fituation alone commanded the Gulf of St. Laurence, and when properly ftrengthened, 
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to Canada. 

*rhc ceflion of Tobago and St. Lucia wa<i a very pernicious mcafurc. — In a commcrciai 
light, the 111 ft of thefe iflands was of very great importance, as its cotton was the beft in the 
Weft Indies, The fccond was a Ration whofc utility in war was never doubted : it was a con- 
ftant clieek upon the operations of the enemy in thole parts ; it had enabled us to keep a 
continual eye on the motions of their fleets ; and had, in fait, been the caufe of the gloriou.i 
victory on the 12th of April, wdiich had given fo favourable a turn to the fituation of our 
affairs. 

Nothing could be more mifehievous or improvidciu than the yielding up Senegal and Goree. 
The minillry might have learned tiom tlie laid peace, that France was clearly of opinion that 
the gum trade could not exift without the pofleflion of one of thefe places. It was upon this 
principle, fuggefted hy France, and admitted by us,, that they were then divided, and that 
England and f ranee were fccurcd refpeftivciy in a participation of the trade : but now, that 
they arc united, tlie trade is cxcluflvely in the pow’cr of France. It had been urged, tliat the 
trade was an olijcft of trilling importance ; hut w^ithout it, two great branches of our manu- 
fafhnc, that of printed linens, and that of ftiks and gauzes, would be deftroyed. The want of 
it mull ])C very much felt ijidced by ns in cafe of another war ; and, during peace, the price 
of the commodity would be adjuflcd hy France. * 

With refpeft to the abrogation of all the former articles relative to Dunkirk, it was allowed 
that much difference of o}>iiiion cxifted with rtfpcfl to the importance of this harbour; but 
its deficiencies, in other refpefts, were abundantly made up by the peculiar advantages of its 
fituation. 'I’hc bafon, when opened and repaiied, wmuld^ be capable of containing twenty or 
thiity Ihips of confidcrahic fize and burthen ; which, iffuing out at all fcafons, would annoy 
our trade in its very centre, and counterhaiance, in feme meafure, the advantages of our local 
fituation I'or commerce. 

I'o thefe conccffions ought to be added the reftoration of their fcttlemcnts, and other im- 
portant advantages fccurcd to the French in the Kail Indies. Pondicherry w^as not only given 
back, but to tender it the more acceptable, a large territory was made to accompany it, A free, 
independent, and, which Is more alarming, an undefined trade in this quarter of the world was 
picfcnted to France; and, in effeft, flie had obtained the liberty of furrounding Chanderna- 
goic with a fortification: for what interpretation but this can he afligned to the article confer- 
ring the privilege of furrounding that place with a ditch r — During the laft peace, the French 
had made what they called a ditch in this Ration *, but wdicn (icncial Campbell^ infpefted it, 
lie without hefitarion pronounced it to be a fortification, and it was accordingly deftroyed bv 
the fervants of the Eaft India Company. The permiffion therefore to rcftorc this ditch» 
would, ar beft, endanger cuuleiition and difturbance, hut w'ould likewife, in all probability, 
end in improving Chandcrnagorc into a place of arms, and a formidable port in the centre of 
our government. 

In this mariner, it was laid, had France, though unfucccfsfui in the F.aft, and defeated in 
the Weft Indies ; when deprived of her fiftiery in the North American leas, a?id cut off from 
the moft lucrative branch of the African trade ; when her marine began vifil>ly to decline, and 
ours to recover its afccndancy; in this iidVriority of clrcuinftances, her negociators had been 
able to frame a treaty as advantageous as if tlie enilic fuperloiity was on her fide. 
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The treaty with Spain underwent the following ilri^^Uircs 
Bv the ceirion of Minorca wc had loft an iiland of the utinofl importance to the ihpport of 
our Mediterranean trade in time of vvar.—Tlierc our men of war, privateers, and merchant*, 
men iound an harbour to iciit, when the occahon rajuired it, and a certain refuge Irom the 
enemy. 

Whatever rcafons might be offered for the ccfHon of Weil Florida, the furrender of Eaft 
Florida could not, by the aid of any fopliiltry, find a piaufibJc julUfiration. d’iic latter 
province, whether in point of fituation or of commercial produce, had cither been ihtic under- 
flood, or dehgiiedly under-rated. It poireded one of the fincii hai.bours in the world, called 
the Bay of 1 ampa, or Kfpiritu Santo, fituated in an healthy climate, and wlicrc fhips weie 
fafe from the annoyance of worms. Befides, the coafl of Eall I loi ida was covered wuh final! 
illands, from whence privateers might run to fea, and attack our Jamaica trade as it palled the 
Gulf: and this inconvenience was thcMiiorc to be feared in future, from the lofs of Georgia, 
whofe harbours formerly ferved both to protect our trade and to fheltcr it from tempcils. It 
poiTcfled alfo fome internal refources, and was capubie of great improvement, d'hc pco})lc 
fettled in it were firmly attached to the Brifilti government: but its chief rctomrnendnrioa 
was the convenience of its fituation as art afy I urn for the pcrfccuicd Loyalifls, uhicli would 
have been far preferable to tl>c comfortlcfs climate of Nova Scotia, 

The terms granted to America partook of the reprehenfive obfervations which liad fallen 
upon the other branches of the peace, ft was confrJered as an unncctliai y facrificc of the in- 
tcrefts of Great Britain, that tlie limits afTigncd to the dependencies of that country and the 
XTnited States, left the latter in pofEfiion of a multiplicity of Ihong places, conflrucled and 
fortliies'l at a vail expense to England, and tlic ccfilon of which was not julliilcd by any valid 
Teafoir whatever. By tins celfion, a confulerablc part, if not tlic whole of the far trrule, wat; 
for ever transferred to the United Stales, and all attempts to defend it upon the juineiple of c: 
fscc trade were aldhrd and frivolous. 1‘iic aigumcjus drawn from the ajuount of exports and 
iinport"',, w'ould niakc rather for the entire celhon rd Canada ; and, without the inieiior riade 
of th.:it couiUrv, it was a mcKkery to keep die tv;o forts of Montreal aiid Quebec, to !>e fup- 
ported by tins kingdc/m at a very great e:<pcncc, and to become a fubjefi 0 .I future dilagicc- 
iTK'Ut, .But the balance had not Ixeea fairly Hated , for rh; charge was, in a great degree, to l.'C 
placed to the account of the war ; and the profits W'ould luivc been very great in peace, had we.' 
not given away the moil valuulde part of the province. We held Cliaridlcwn, in South Cii- 
Tolina, which gave us, in a great mcalbre, the coaimand of tliat piovhKC. We weic rri:d: ,f- 
of xNcw York and tfsc neighburvilr^g ides, efpecirdiy liie largr mui inijjortant one* cd' Long 
Illand, 'i'helc being the hcad-'-paaiicrs of the Biitith armies, and i}ing in tiie ccnncol .soitlr 
Ametica, kept tiie wiioie continent in awe. ’Jdic Indian countriev and nations coiiiiguoiis to 
the back Kttlenienrs wcie in our intciedl; and, in the colonies thcmldven we had innr/btjs of 
zealou' frit mis and adln rents : even among thofc who pi r/fdllii themfelics cm* enemies, muL 
titucics were very dcfiious of terminating the war, at all events and did not hditaie to exprclu 
tlieir ItMUimcnts in tlu? moft unieibived manner, d'lie Canadian m'n\.hant.s iiad, at an enor- 
nions cxpcocc, erected forts ami OorUioufcs on the banks of tiic lakes, from a convieflion ot 
the vre.tt piodirs wUieh wne to be d.nivcd from the commerce they bad tihiblilhcd in the inie- 
rioi parts ot die eonntry ; i)nt thefe would now pro'.c of liiile ufe, the fuperior lhavc 

rhich the Aiiitrlcan.s could not fail to deuve of uii the bcnchu produced in future by tx com- 
mercial 
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ii; 83 incrcial ialcrcourfc with the InJiatis, in confctjucncc of the prodigious extent of territory fo 
cxtraViigantly ceded by the treaty* 

The article concerning tlie I.oyalifts was attacked wuh great feverity* The rcilitution of 
llicir |)ro|Kity, confilcatcd during ihc war for their fidelity to our caufc, had been refufeJ by 
the American comnnhionerF, on picicucc that neitlicr tliey, nor Congrefs itfclf, could comply 
vviiliit, any furtlicr than by recommendation to the ciilcrent fates ; if kich. were the powers 
c>f Congrefs, or of thofe whom it commifioned to treat on its behalf they were totally Inadc-* 
rjuatc to the proper purpoics of treating, and tended only to delude thofe with whom they pre- 
tended to ncgociatCk 

1 he demand was in itfclf fo jul>, and founded on fo many hillorical precedents, thrn Con- 
grefs could not poffibly plea J a want of forcfight that it would be made. It had been ufual, 
in all ages, on the ceffatJon of a civil w^ar, to grant a general amnclly. No other motives but 
lliofe of the bafef and mof barbarous revenge, could induce men to exprefs any avcihon to 
fuch an Inirnanc and necclhiry tneafure : next to the cruelty of fiich a rctufal, w'as t)ic inean- 
iv- ls (^f lliofe who fu!>miucd to it* Circumllanccs empowered this nation to have acted with 
Iin h iiriunel^ , as to compel the Americans to relax their obUimicy in this parlicular, I ntil 
th v hrul conllritrd to a generous Ircatriicnt of the Loyalills, we ought to ha\c with-held the 
if iiiiutjon of the many ilrong places flill remaining in oui hands, and made the luncudcr of 
ibv m pi ice oftlK'ii aC(]uicfccnco in our demands in favour of the brave and faiihlul jicople 
who had lufl red lo much on our account. 

Sueh wc'ie rli,e leading arguments employed in favour of, and againil the pence. The de« 
bates on ibat fnbjei^l in the IiDufe ot Commons lailcd llnoughout the night i and, at eiyht in 
tlu' moiiiiM;:, t]*t' miniflcnal addicfs was reicflcd by a majority of j 6 ; 208 voliiig ler, and 
againf it. In the Houfc of Lords, the minillry was more fortunate, as the cdJrels moved 
by them rhertn w\-.s can led in their favour, by 72 votes again 59. — l our days after tiiis tit. bale, 
the oppf>litlon, <'nc.r.uragc;<l I>v their fucccds, nioscd, in conret]ucnrc of it, 1 hrst. tiie eoncei- 
Ibms made to the enemies of Great Biitain were gieatcr than they wcic entiilcd to, on 0 com- 
p, iMtlve \lew of tiicir ftuaiion and that of this country.” This motion revived me pneeding 
a!u;’, cation ; but oppofiliori again remained victoiious, by a majority of livcniccn : ikjCj voting 
lor miniiliy, and 207 againil it. 

In this manner ended the pai iir.mcntary debates occafioncd by the peace. — Tn the mean nme, 
a ncgoc'iation had been ojicned with the State s-Gcncral at the Hague. At the dole cA the lafr 
vear, after tlu: prcviiionai iicatv with Ameiicvi bad been concluded, and vvldic thofe \vi:h 
.b'rnncv and vSpain \v(*re in gicat fonvardnefs, tiic li)utch minillers at Taris piopoled a negotia- 
tion wi;ii the Ihitilh rniniib v at that com;, on the terms t lfcicd to them in the niomh of 
April I'rccisLong , lout they met w h a rctuial, in tlr/ir tuin, aiul were given to undeinand, 
tluit having pur a negnti'.c on llic cndenvi)urs of (beat Biitani to cinel a partieid.ir reeviit dia- 
aiion willi Holland, that country liad no right to cxpedl any more liian to be [\acea on the: 
lame looting as other powers. 

Prcdiminai V attides of pence Iieing, however, agreed upon between (neat ih uairi on the one 
part, and by 1 lancc and Spain on the other, in the January followin'’, a tui['eui\ou fd arnis 
took place at tlie iamc time with refpei^- tn Holland, !yv winch the DvU' were included in tiie 

jC^ncral jiacitlcation. But notwithldanJn'g the dctiniJi^ c airan;\eri.enls among the other belli- 
gerent powers, in eonfecjncncc of the rclloralion ot ]'caci\ wcie finaltv ei-nenuUd in ,>epn;;'d^( r„ 
it was not til! then llmt the StaU!?-Crcncral came to a prehunnary kukimni wnh Gicai hh h. no, 
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2783 The confcqiiciKcs wliich had been predifted to the Dutch, on their taking part agalnft the 
Englifli, weic lliiftly verified. Inipcilcd by the narrow maxims oF a commercial jealoufy, and 
improvident of all concerns but thole of the prefent hour, they lillcncd to the clamours of an 
intcrellcd faftion, and were deluded by the ptofpc<^t of advantages which they have not ob- 
tained, An honourable adherence to the intercil; of Great Britain, which the experience of 
two centuries had fo forcibly proved to be their^own, would have operated as an cffcdlual check 
upon that power it chiefly behoves them to keep within due bounds. Little more than a l e- 
Ipeftablc fyftcni of neutrality, or, at moft, an explicit determination to preferve inviolate their 
friendlhip and engagements with this country, would have been fuffkiciu, in conjunff ion with 
the adling flrcngih of Great Britain, to deter its enemies from forming that combination which 
coft it fuch a profufion of blood and treafure to rclift. 

A conduft framed upon fuch principles, would liave fupported that charaftcr of confrh-nev 
and forefight for which they had been fo long renowned ; it would have fecured that indepci^- 
dent fituation which they Irad hitherto fo happily maintained ; and it would have prevented 
the degradation of being forced to feek the protcvfion of a power whofe ambition was prover- 
bial in the political world, and the effefts of which no people had more woefully expciienti J 
than themfelves, at different periods of their government. 

After Holland, Spain was the greateft fufferer among thofe who had fornied the confcdciary 
againfl Great Britain. — The recovery of Minorca and the Floridas, was hut a poor compenfa- 
tion for the prodigious expence and iofs of men incurred at the flege of Gibialiar, and in the 
various naval expeditions ai\d extraordinary exertions that monarchy was obliged to make, in 
confccjuencc of its engagements with France. 

Ail Em ope, without excepting its own fubjefts, were well convinced of the folly of Sp^lii 
in contributing to the independence of the Britilh colonies. It will, without doubt, one Jay 
feel the mifehiefs arifing from a proximity to a people who inherit, in a very great degree, tlie 
courage and cnterpiizing difpofition of the nation 'from which they fprung, and who liave 
already gi\en very lufficient proofs that they will omit no opportunity of extending their liinitb^ 
and carrying their commerce as far as their power and circumflances will enable them. 

Even France itfcif, though it may be faid to have lopped off a limb from the coloifal power 
of the Britifli empire, has bought the darling objcfl at too great a price, ‘i'he rcfourccs of 
that kingdom were fo exhaulkd, and its finances fo completely reduced, that in the month oi 
Oftober in this year, the bank of Paris, which was fupported by the whole ftrength of govern- 
ment, flopped payment. Nor was this all, — for it foon appeared, in a variety of inflances, 
how very Ihort indeed of their expeftations thofe benefits would prove, winch they were io 
fanguinc in promifing to themfelves, on the emancipation of the Biitilh North American colu* 
nics from their dependence on the parent flatc. 

Nor does the change in their political fyfltm appear to be fraught with any real advantage 
to the United States. — Wliatcvcr may be their future deftiny, it is very evident that a long 
period will pafs away before they can anive at a permanent and fatisfadory lettlcmcnt of their 
internal affairs, or acquire a political flalfliity and national eminence. Their commerce, from 
which they had formed fuch extenfive and flattering profpefts, will Jong feel the want of the 
fuftaining hand of Great Britain, and convince fuch as are not already conviirccd, that their 
feparation from this country is by no means that great political good of wh eh they liad been 
tauglitfo boaft with fo much confidence. 


G rcat 
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1783 Great Britain, on the other hand, though deprived of thofe colonics wlilch fhe had planted 
and reared wih fo much caic, arid pr<itc(Ltcd with fo much glory, itili remained ai> obj^ rfi of 
terror and admiration to all her enemies. ^Vitha^piIit fuperior to all didiculties, and with 
rcfourccs, though greatly tried, yet by no means cxhaulled, Ihc flill held up her head among 
the nations of the world, 

I'hc events of the laft campaign were objcc^ts of fciious confideriUjon witli her enemies. — 
T'hc lucccni's ol>taincd hy Cireat ilritain, and the valour witli which they were accompli Ihcd, 
had fixed the attention of all Europe. I’lance and vSpain began to ictieCt witli a growing ap- 
predu nllon on tlic precarious nature of thofe benefits which they had exjK'fted wonltl nnturallv 
have icfulted from their comhinati<''n ; they tlicrtfore came to the rclohition of dchlling from 
the vail prcienfioi^s they liad foimcd, and of contenting tljemiclves with iiaving obtained inde- 
pendence to the coloniih of No] ill America, leaving to the Americans themfeives, tlic grate- 
ful talk of rendering, if it were polHbie, their dirmcmbernieitt fioiii the Briidh empire bene- 
licia! to their allies, and detrimental to Great Britai!!. 

W'irli whatever fevei itv the terms of this peace have been treated nt tlie time of its 

conclulion, there was more than one period ol the war, vvijen it vvas univcif-illv believed, that 
peace Would nevei have been purclniled Without making lar greater I'acviiiccs on the part ol this 
conntiy. W iihmjt cntcilng info an examination of ilic arguments employed i'V contending 
paities on the occahon ; we, who now tec! the ciTcifU of that peace; and aie witnvires to the 
growing profperity of the empire, lhail, without hefitation pronounce, that the (latermcn who 
loimed this ]!eafc, defer vc to be ranked among the fhil friends of iheir country. 

In this m tiiner terminated a war, the molt important tl*at has been known fince the difcva- 
very of the new world. Both hemirplieics were deeply concerned in the ilfuc of It, At its 
very commencement, it was evidently perceived in Europe, that If Ciieat Britain fhould be 
finally deprived of the fovcrcignty over Ircr revolted colonics, a new fyilem of politics vvouiJ 
ditTufc iti'clf in piocefs of lime, over every part of the globe. 

In tills great revolution, the European States, poUlired of dominions in America, belicld 
an immenfe portion of the earth, hitherto fubjerH to their obedience and lubfcrvirnt to tlieir 
defigns, animated by tlic fucceEfuI exam}>lc of a numerous luoportion of its inhal^itants to 
tin ovv off tills yoke and claim independence. An event of this kind, hy confr ing them to 
the limits of their own country, would of courle produce a very great change of their politics 
and intcrcfls, and oblige them to adopt new maxims of eondud both in ihcir domeflic and 
foreign concerns. 

Thofe powers, on the other hand, who had no territories in America, would ftill gicatlr 
participate in the effeds of this change, from the connexions Hill iubfiiling, and the new 
corrcfpondcncc of it, between the European nations, in ev-ry branch of political and coni- 
uiercial intcrcoui fc. 

Great Britain, though, in appearance, j^rrailv injured by her immrnfe iofs of territory, 
would, ncverthelcfs, from the excellence of hci cotiilituiioa and the wlfdom of her govcin- 
ment, but, above all, from the genius of induftry and pci fevering fpn it ofher people, retain, 
in all probability, the advantages and )iupoit.incc wliicli had lo long rclultcd liom them, and 
flill imVmtain her fuperior rank among the powers of Em ope. 

Among thofe truths which it moft coiucrns mankind to know, the Britifh nation had emi- 
nently proved, that the fplcndor and felicity of a Hate by no means depend on the extent of irj 
territorial poffcffions, fo much as on the improvement of thofe oppoituniiics which arc dei Ivcd 

from 
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from nature and ftiiation, Tlicfc were benefits of wliich no viciditudes of fortune cordd de- 
ptivc this country ; ami it was in the regular cxintiencc of the paft clficacy, the e/uihaciice of 
its future pioipcrity looked (or a certain touiulailon. 

This iiuth had at no time been fo poweitully cluckbfid, an dm ing this tcrril-le contcil, 
Dilpofieifed of thoih colonies on which it had been coiiftasitly aflii me.l that hci grcatm.fs piim. 
tipailv dcpenJc'.!,— opj.ofed by them with a fprc.c coital in lluiigth -'"‘I ber 

imdl formidable enemies,— allnikd by tltefe in every .lutrter,— altarkefi by lier amlent allies, 
and abandoned by all the world ; in this liemendous fiiuatitm, r ut off fr« >m a vane’ y of lur 
former commercial refunrccs, and relying wholly on herl'cl.', llic ifiil lound mean? to r. lilt the 
moll poweifii! comhination that is recorded in the liiilory of ih.e woiid. Hhc (o.igli‘ her foe* 
bv fca and land, and with advantage, wherever they were to he fcuml, and or. the lea their 
trade was nearlv ruined, while their naval lofliis were inliniiely fiipenor to her own ; the 
balance againft them, at the clofc o the war, being 28 fl.ips of the line and 37 fiigates, carry- 


ing, altogether, near 2,oc?o guns. 

Having iiiflained this drcadlul confiicl with fo much glory, and tevminateu it witli fo much 
honour, without the Icall ahiilunce or intf^ roring h icnfllliin o( any [v>vvcr, ay/iinh luidi an 
holl of enemies, Ihe role froiii amidft all her dangers and difnciiltic s, to odcr lotlic world lucli 
a fpcflacle of renown as the annals of time had never iccoul' J, 

In confcquencc, however, of the cen-urc ]>atud oti llic pva^c hy llie HouU: of ('oininons, 
the Earl of Shclhurrie ^juitted Id.s olTicc oi l irll Commilfionei of the nlury, and the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer declared in Parluinicnt, that he onlv held his place rill a Uicceilor 
fhould be appoiiUed to till it: and as it was foine lime beiorc a nenv ;uiininl;lrarif)n could he 
arranged, a minilleiiid interregnum rnfued, during whicli tinre tin; kii^gdoin remained wiihour 
a reiponfiblc government. At Icngrli, on the fecond ofApril, a new miniiliv was announced 
to the public, of which the following perlbns formed tlic Cabinet Conned : the Duke of Foil- 
land, I irft Conuniilioncr of rlie I'reafury, — Lord North and Mr. Charles box, Sccrctaiics of 

Lord J. Cavendilli, Chancellor of the Kxchriprjr, — Lord KeppcI, h'irli ('onnnilhorier 

of the Admiraltv, — Lord Stormont, Preiident of the Councib — Lord I'ownfhciu}, MalUr 
■(.General of the Ordnance, — the £ari oi' Cailiflc, Lord Privy Seal,— -Mr. Fitzpatrick, Secre- 


tary at War, Nc. 

d'he firfl objeft of importance that engaged tiiC attention of Parliament, after the change of 
adminlbration, was the opening a commercial intcrcourfc with the Aates of Noith Aineiica. 

the prolrfnitory afts whiic.h had nailed during the rebellion, all communication witli that 
coLiiitrv, in the v^ay of trade, had been ciuitcly cut oif ; aiid though it was the prevailing opi- 
nion in ]*atliaiiicnt, that thole nets were virtually repealed by rlic acknowledgment ot ih'" 
independence of the United States, yet, in their new cliarafler, tiiey ]?tcame luhjecl to otlivt 
Tehrictions wlfich it was nceefiary to relax and modify: a hill for this pin pole had l>etn 
b'oucht into the lloufe of Coirimons hy the late minillry; lun, during the gicat variety of 
diieuliions which it underwent, difficulties of fuch a complicated nature had arifen, that it 
licver got througli the committee. 

in the mean time, no regulations whatever having !)ecn ftipulatcd by the treaty of peace, 
the cornnKaTia] iiucrcfts v( i!ie country weic fuflcring verv materially; for not only a number 
of veliUs, richly Weighted foi America, we re detained in ji:irl,>our, but there was great danger 
of having the matket prc-occupicd by our rivals. In this emergency, the new mimltcis 
thought it beft to drop the old bill for the prefent. and to pals two ihort bills, one to lepeal 
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1783 all the prohibitory afts, — the other to remove the necciruy of rctiiiiilng maniTcflocs or other 
documents for any fliipa belonging to tlic United States of America, ariiving from thence at 
any port of this kingdom, or upon eiitciing or clearing out from any port witliin riie faid 
TJinted States, and to lodge in the King -and Council, for a limited time, a power to iiKil.e 
fuch other regulation'- as migiit be expedient. 

On rlic iGll). of July the feflion of Parliament was cloled : Ifjs M;ije(h \ fpeccli to botii 
Houles on the occafion, contained nothing particular, but tliat the exigencies of tl'*c public 
fcrvice miglu raphre tlicir being called together ag'jin at an catlv period. 

It may be nccelfary to obferve, liuit tlie Hate of the afnhrs of the Eaft India Company, con- 
tinued to l,)e the ohjcff of unremirted invdligation in the two parliamentary rommittLes ap- 
pointed for tltat puipofc, but that the unfctllcd Hate of government prevented any effectual 
juealurcs from being taken in con’Ujuence of rlieir reports. 'The proceedings of tlic enluing 
Icition will afford us an opportunity of entering more particulaiiy into thole great and iir.poi- 
taut objeffs. 

'The following treatv between the Mahrntras and the Eaft India Companv, which was 
filially ratified in the month of I'cbruary in this year, was a moil dcftrahle event, anti nioinifed 
the return of ilihilirv to our affairs in tlic IhiH. 'I’liis y)cacc was negociated on ]>/ 1 Knjdes 
wiiKh weie ctjually honourable u> the contuu^iing parties; and, in the liberalicv oi iis ailieh. , 
ihtuc was a nuouiahle prognoftic of its duration * 

AiPcIe 1. 1 L is n inulaicd and agreed to hcuvecri llic Honourable the Englllh India 
’('onn>any nm! the Pellnva, through the mcduition of Vladhoo Row Scindia, that all 
p',.iccs, cnics, and forts, including liadeen, Kc. wdneh hove been taken from the 
dming llic war that lias ;irifen hnee llic ticaty fettled b\ Colonel Cpton, and have come im:> 
tue jn'llUhon ('i' the Lingliili, ihall be d'Jiv Ci cd np to ti;C Pciliwa. I'lic tci r’.i(:ric'<, iCJt', 
v ines, \c. to 1-e rcfiorcJ, fliall be dciivertj within th.c fpace of two monthii livmr me pm’:i»d, 
when tins t’eatv fiiall bceomc c^ompleic (a^ hcrcalttr defcrihcrl) to I’uch perfons as the Fefhwa, 
i)\ his nv.iv.lh. I Nnua f urnavd'e ffiidl aj'p'uiit, 

‘‘ il. !t i. anyaed ! .tv. icn the Eughlli C’ompnny and the I’cl'liwa, tliat falfetrc, aiul tlircc 
o\hn iilaiKl'i, v ia, E’.ejduinta, (btrani i, an! i!og, w liich a: c iiiv lude.i in the treatv (,f Coleund 
I'P'ton, dui'l continue lor ever in the ijoffetinjo of t’ne Engliih. ll diu oilier ilkmds iiave beea 
trihen iti the comic oMhc pTMvnt war, liicv fh^ll heovhwred no tM the Pethwa. 
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laid comitry in favour of the Petltwa. 

V. The eouiitry wiiieli S'. mijee and Putty Sin;; (iwickwar gave t<,> ?1 c* Fnglilh, and 
'Alneh is mcntifvned. in the ii.venth aitivle of tiic tieatv with Colonel Upton, being thcrcni 
left in a Hate offufpcnfe, the Lngiilh, with a view to obviate all future dilputes, now ag: m\ 

iL \i 
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i;S3 tbnt it fliall be reftored, and it is hereby fettled, that, if the faid country be a part of the efla* 
l)liihed tcriitory of the (jvvkkwar, ir Ihall he rcftoied to the (jwickwar i and if it fliull be a 
pari of the J^irlhwa’s terri ories, it Ibali he reftored to the Pcihvva. 

u Yi^ Kn^liih engage, that having allowed Ragonaut Row a period of four months, 
from the tnuc in whicli this treaty ihall become complete, to hx on a place of reiidence, they will 
not after the expiration of the faid period afford him any fupport, proteftion, or aihftance, 
ttor fupplv him with money for his cxpcnces: and the Pefluva on his part engages, that if 
Ragonaut Row will voluntarily, and of his own accord, repair to Maha Rajah Aladhoo Row 
Scindia, and quietly reiide with him, the lum of 25,000 rupees per month ihall be paid him 
for his maintenance, and no injury whatever fhall be offtied to him by the Pclhwa, or any of 
his people. 

Vil, T])c Honourable Engblh Eaft India Company and the Pediwa, being defirous 
that their refpe^tive allies Hull be included in this peace, it is hereby mutually lUpuJated, 
that each party fliall make peace with the allies of the other in the maimer herein-aher fpe- 
•oified. 

“ VIII. The territory which has long been the eflablifited jaghcer of Sccajcc Gwigkwar, 
and Putty Sing Gw'ickvvar, that is to fay, whatever territory Fatty Sing G wick w'ar poffcffcd 
at the commencement of the prefent war, fhall licreaflcr for ever remain on the ufual footing 
in his poffcflion ; and the faid Futty Sing Ihall, from the date of this treaty being complete, 
pay for the future to the Pefliwa tlie tribute as ufual, previous to the prefent war; and (lull 
perform fuch fervices, and be fubjeft to fuch obedience as have long been cllablilhcd, and 
•cuilomary. No claims ihall be made on the faid Futty Sing, by tlie*Pcfliwa, for thc*peiiod 
that i^ part. 

“ IX. The Pelhwa engages, that whereas the Nabob Hyder Ally Cawn, having concluded a 
treaty with him, hath cliflurbed and taken poffeffion of territories belonging to the Englilh and 
tluir allies, he Ihall be made to rclinquilh them, and they Ihall be rcliorcd to the Company, 
and the NaI)ob Mahomed Ally Cawn. AH prifoners that have been taken on either fide dur- 
ing the w:u, Ihall be releafed, and Hyder Ally Cawn fliall be made to relinquifli all fuch tcr- 
li (Ties l*elonging to the Engliili Company, and their allies, as he may have taken poffeffion 
of fnicc the ninth of the month Ramazan, in the year u8o, being the date of his treaty with 
the Pdltwa ; and the faid territories ihall be delivered over to the Englifli, and the Nabob 
Mahomed Ally Cawn, w ithin fix months after this tieaty being complete : and the Englifh 
in fuch cafe agreed, that fo long as Hyder Ally Cawn Ihall afterwards abflain from hoftilitits 
againft them and their allies, and io long as he flrall continue in fiicndihip with the Pclhwa, 
that they will, in no refpeft, ad\ hoiiilcly towards him. 

X. The Peihwa engages on his own behalf, as well as on behalf of the Nabob Nizam 
Ally Cawn, Ragojee Boufala, Syna Saheb Souba, and the Nabob Hyder Ally Cawn, that 
they fliall in every refpefl maintain peace towards the Englifli and tlicir allies the Nabob Afoph 
ul Dowlah Bchader, and the Nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn Bchader, and fhall in no rtlperf 
whatever give them any difturbancc. The Englifh engage on their own behalf, as well as on 
the behalf of their allies the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, and the Nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn, 
that they fliall in every refpeft maintain peace towards the Pclhwa, and his allies the Nabob 
Nizam Ally Cawn, Ragojee Boufala, and Syna Saheb: and the Englifli further engage on 
their own behalf, as well as on the behalf of their allies, that they will maintain peace aH'o 
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1783 towards the Nabob Hydcr Ally Cawn, under the conditions fpccificd in the ninth article of 
this treaty. 

XL Thf Honourable the Eaft India Company, and the Pcfliwa, mutually ag-cc, that the 
vcllels of each fliall offer no difturbance to the navigation of the veffeis of the other : and tlic 
vcflcis of each fliall be allowed accefs to the ports of the other, where they ffiaii meet vvitii j\o 
moleftation, and the fulleft protcftlon fliall be reciprocally afforded. 

XIL The Pclhwa, and the chiefs erf the Mahratta ftate, hcicby a;;rce, the Englifh 
fliall enjoy the privilege of trade as formerly, in the Mahratta territories, and flinl] meet with 
.110 kind of interruption: and in the fame manner, the Eafl India Company agree, that the 
fubjefts of the Pcfhwa fliall be allowed the privileges of trade without intei rupiion in the ter- 
ritories of the Engliih. 

XIIL The Pefinva hereby engages, that he will not fiiffcr any faflorlcs of other Euro- 
pean nations to^J^ic cflablilhcd in his territories, or thole of the chiefs dependent bn him, ex- 
cepting only fuch as arc already cflablifficd by the Portuguefe ; and he will hold no intercoui fc 
of frleiidlhip with any other European nations : and the Engiilh on \hcir part agree, that they 
will not afford alTiflancc to any nation of Decan, or Hindoftan, at enmity with the Pethwa, 

XIV. The Engliih and the Pclhwa mutually agree, that neither will afford any kind of 
artiftance to the enemies of the other. 

XV. The Honourable the Governor Generaf and Council of Fort William engage, that 
they will not permit any of the chiefs, dependents, or fubjefts of the Engliih, the gentlemen 
of Bombay, Surat, or Madras, to aft contrary, at anyplace, to the terms of this treaty. In 
the fame manner the Pcfhwa Madhoo Row^ Pundit Purdhan engages, that none of the chiefs 
or fubjefls of the Mahratta ffate (hall aft contrary to them. 

XVL The Honourable Eaft India Company, and the Pefhw^a Madhoo Row Pundit 
Purdhan, having the fuilcft confidence in Malia Rajah Subadar Madhoo Row Scindia Bchader, 
they have botli requefled the faid Maha Rajah to be the mutual guarantee for the perpetual 
and invariable adherence of both parties to the conditions of this treaty ; and the faid Madiioo 
Row^ Scindia, from a regard to the welfare of both ffates, hath taken upon himfclf the mutual 
guarantee. If either of the parties lhall deviate from the conditions cf this treaty, the faid 
Maha Rajah will join the otlier paity, and will to the utmoft of his power, endeavour to bring 
the aggrcHbr to a proper underffanding, 

XVIL It is hereby agreed, that wdiatcvcr territories, forts or cities in Guzzerat, w’^cre 
granted by Ragonaut Row to the Englifh, previous to the treaty of Colonel Upton, and have 
come into their poffcffion, the reftitution of wliich was ftipnlatcd in the feventh article of the 
faid treaty, fliall bareftored agreeable to the terms of the faid treaty. 

“ This treaty, confjfliiig of feveniccn articles, is fettled at Salbey, in the camp of Maha 
Rajah Subadar Madhoo Row Scindia, on the fourth of the month Jemmad ul Saany, in the 
year 1187 of the Hegira, correfponding with the 17th of May, 1782, cf the Chriftian jera, 
by ilic faid Maha Rajah, and Mr. David Aridcrlbn. A copy hereof flialJ he fent, by each of 
the above-named pcrlbm, to their refpeftive principals at Fort M llliam and Poonah ; and on 
both copies being returned, the one under the tea! ol the Honourable the Eaft India Company, 
and fignatiirc of the Honourable Go^Tnor*Gcncral and Council of 1 ort William, lhall be 
deliveted to Maha Rajah Madhoo Row Scindia Eehader, and the other under llie feal of the 
Pcfliwa Madhoo Row Pundit Purdhan, and the ftgnaiurc of Ballagcc Pundit Nana Furnavefe, 
VoL. IV. 3 B lliaU 
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1783 fhall be delivered to Mr. Anderfon j this treaty fliall be deemed complete and ratified, and rite 
articles herein contained lltall become binding on both the contrafting parties. 

Written in tlic Mahratta cliaraflcr, by Ragoo Bhow Dewan. In all fevcntccn articles, 
oil the 4th ot Jemiiiad ul Akher, or the 5tii of Jcyt Adeck, in the'Shukul Pattah, in the 
year 1182.” 

SubJeribed in the Mahratta charadcr, by Mahajee Sciadia, on the fame day. 

Agreed to hat is above written, 

(Signed,) D. Akoersok# 

JamesAndkiison,! 

Willi AM JJ LAI i 

A true tranilation, J, Anderson, Affiftant to the Embafly. 
Subferibed in the hand Vviiilng of Nana Furnavefe.*^ Done by me Ballajce Inardine, on 
the ijtli of Mohurnin), in the year 1 183 (Deccunber ac, 1782; urjjier the final 1 fcal of 
the IVlhwa, ratified :i\U> by Sclndla, the 21ft of Rabbic ul Owal ; counterpart fubferibed 
by Mr. Anderfon, the 24th of February, 1783. 

Nothing could be more advantageous, or happen more opportunely for the Englifh, than 
the coiiclufion of this treaty with the Malirattas at fucU a critical period : for, independent of 
its commercial benefits, particularly that granted by the ninth article, whereby the foie right 
of eftabliflung fadories in the Mahratti ftates is veiled in die Kail India Company, the de- 
taching fo powerful a people from the intereft of Hyder Ally, and converting a formidable 
enemy into an adive friend, was a moft happy ftroke of policy, efpecially as our affairs on the 
coafl: of Malabar, a fhort lime fubfequent to tbis,#took a very unfavourable turn, — the expe- 
dition of General Matthews into the Canarcc country having entirely fiiiicd, his army being 
wliolly cut off, and hlmfelf taken prifoncr. — Of this unfortunate tranfadion we iliall here give 
the following brief ftatement. 

On the 5th of January, in this year. General Matthews flormed the city of Onore, fituated 
about 300 miles to the fouth of Bombay, and one of the principal places in the country of 
Canarce* The death of Hyder Ally happening about this time, l:ad excited tlie grtatcil cx- 
peflation in his enemies, of being able to profit by this event* The prefidency of Bombay^ 
in confcqucnce of it, feat orders to General Matthews to proceed with all the force lie coiikl 
collcft, in order to gain poffcffion of Bednure, the capital of the Canarce country, by which 
means the treafurcs of Hyder Ally, which were reputed to be imnienfe, would fall into his 
hands, with all the magazines of war. Colonel Macicocl, with as many troops as could he 
fpared from our pofleffions in Myforc, having joined General Matthews, the open country 
was fpcediiy reduced; Bednure, which now bore the name of Hyder Nagur, being incapable 
of defence, was furrendcred, witli all its trcafurcs, on certain flipulations, to the Britilh com- 
mander ; Mangalore and Cariivar, two ftrong fortreffes on the coaft, w^ere aifo taken, and this 
fertile and favourite country was completely fubdued. 

On the furrender of Bednure, which took place in the beginning of February, the Ihitifii 
commander imprifoned the Indian governor, in direft violation of the articles of capitulation, 
and committed various irregularities which gave great offence to his principal officers* Col. 
Mackod, Colonel Humberftone and Major Sliaw Igft the army, in the midft of its progrefs, 
and retired to Bombay. Thefe officers belonged to the King’s troops, and were men of ap- 
proved honour and courage. The moft bitter recriminations took plJcc^ between them and 
tlie Ge^ieral after this retreat. One point of#difpute among them was a matter of rank ; the 
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1783 commainder was a general only on the Company’s flafF, and Colonel Macleod was a fenior 
ofBcer in tlic King’s fci vice. Another queftion lefpcfilcd the plunder of TippiP Saib's unfor- 
tunate fuhjefts- The clUi-ulkd ofneers c h^^* ;rd General Maitiicws ith making a private agree- 
ment with the Viceroy, fuhlcqucnt to tlr • general A:apltulaiion, by which that Pmue had been 
permitted to claim a conliuoraldc trcalhrc tbat -.vas at hdl dellincd for tlic plunder of the army. 
Idle Cicncra!, in return, dccJiued, that his wliolc forces were look and uriftf.lmg as the moft 
licentious freebooters, and tifat their rtiulinous dirpofitions and unrulyd'^havicur, had render- 
ed it impofflblc for him to take thofc meafurcs which might be ricccOary for the picfcrvatioii of 
his cenqueft. 

'J*hc Prefidcncy of Bombay tooK t]»c mod <Iecided part with Colonel Maciuod ; and on the 
27th of March they deicnmneJ to 'Cmovc (jcucral IViatthews and appoijited Lklouc) VlatJead 
to fucceed him. In the iiicaii lime, they received intelligence hern the General of a force 
collc^itig againft him, and t)ic pirffng applications for a reinforcement. But, wiiethcr 
from iiiibility, or the impreniion they felt fiom tlic difapprobation of bis condu6^, we cannot 
inuncdiatclv dctermhie, r.o re inforcement was prepared. Colonel Maclcod, who left Bombay 
on the 5tU of Apj'il, took w ith him only the Ranger cutter to convey him to the forirefs of 
On ore. 

'I'hc lof; of Mangalore was nn obu fl vjf great ecutcern to Tippoo Saib, who had fuccccdcd 
to his father’s defigns as well as to his po’.vei : as by the furrender of Ills principal fea-port, an 
ciid was put to the projefl. of I’iccoinii.g a niaritime poivei, whicli liydcr Aily liad formed and 
brought into fomewhat of a Bate of nunanty, — :i number of Bcut flf-p', th’.ce of which were 
ol the line, being alrejdy fir ad.vanccd in their conftruftion, 'riiis i^iince, therefore, pre- 
pared immediately to marcli againd: tlic I'riiiih forcc’x In the* Bed lunx country, rcfolving to 
evacuate the Carnatic, rather than Ldc a province which Iih father had made the feat of his 
empire and his favourite refidcnce. 

I’hc army with which I'ippoo Saib advanced, to the re feme of lu's capital, amounted to 
100,000 men. TIic force vvliich General Matthews had to oppofe him, amounted onlv to 
between 2,000 and 3,000, of whom 600 or 700 only were EuroT’>cans, It liad been expe^iiled 
by Ills officers, that, on being apprifed of the midtitudcs that w'erc approaching, he would have 
polled himfdf at the pajfcs on the mountains lending down to the fca coall, v*'hcrc, it was 
believed, he might effcflually have protefted lh$ late conqucfls ^ but, as it muil appear, 
under the moft extreme degree of infatuation, he marched out of Bednure, and gave battle to 
Tippoo Saib in an open plain. The refuHof his temerity was, that, after a Ihort conteil, his 
little army was routed with great flaughtor, and he was obliged, with the remains of his fmall 
force, tp take fhcltcrin a fortrefs jthat ftood upon an eminence near the town, — here they were 
immediately invefted ; where, after fuftaining a ficge of near three weeks, he at Icngih c-fFcrcd 
to capitulate. The terms obtained of Tippoo Saib were, the fccurity of private propertv, and 
that the Britifli forces fhould be conduced in fafeiy to Bombaf. But as thefe conJiiions de- 
prived the garrifon of the immenfe booty it had acquired by the taking of Bcunure, nn avarici- 
ous endeavour was made to elude them : for this purpofe, the trcalurcs *h:.t had been found in 
the fortrefs was divided entirely among tlie garrifon, and no part of it was left to the con- 
queror, to wl^om, according to ti)C capitulation, tiic wiude iKlongo.i : but this contrivance 
was foot! difeovered, and being interpreted bv ^ huib as an a:rni 5 \ion of the agreement 

made on the part of the garrifon, he refolved, from tluit moment, lo.conikicr the articles <T 
the capitolattion ito be annulled by it* In con!l:uucncc of this vcli lutioii, the General, whh 
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1783 all his officers and men, were put under confinement, and ftripped of all they polTclIcd. After 
fufferingthe greateft indignities, they were fent, loaded with irons, to a fort up the country, 
where they endured a long and barbarous imprifonment. The fate of their unfortunate Ge- 
neral has been varioufly reported : both he and fcveral officers are faid to have been put to death 
with circumflanccs of the greateft cruelty. 

Immediately after the reduftion of Bednure, Tippoo Saib appeared, with his vaft army, 
before Mangalore, the recovery of which was the next great objeft of his wiflics : the place was 
well commanded and well garrifoned ; but the defences were in no degree worthy the defenders; 
fo that Jt required all the abilities of Major Campbell, feconded by the approved valour of the 
42d regiment, and fupported by feme brave battalions of fepoys, to fuppiy the defefts of the 
fortifications. While the place v^as completely invefted by the Oriental troops, the operations 
of the fitgc were carried on by the French troops that had accompanied them from the Car- 
natic. Ill fhort, notwitliftanding a moft gallant defence was made by Majpr Campbell, his 
garrifon was at length reduced to very great extremity ; but they were fortunately relieved from 
the toils and dangers of their fieuation, by the news which arrived in the month of July of 
the general peace. This was a fcverc difappointmeat to Tippoo Saib, who had expefted in a 
‘ few days to have been matter of Mangalore, when the French. commander acquainted him, 
that his orders forbade him to aft any longer againft the Engllfti. The Cege of Mangalore 
was then converted to a blockade, and though peace was in agitation, Tippoo ufed his utmoft 
endeavours to ftarve them into a furrender ; but the arrival of General Macleod, with a ftrong 
force from Bombay, upon the'eoaft, obliged him, unwillingly, to confent to their receiving 
a fuppiy. 

No military event, of any confideration, afterwards took place on the Malabar coaft,— 
Carwar, Onore, and fome other forts, as well as Mangalore, ftill continued in the hands of 
the Englifh, until, by the peace concluded between the Company and Tippoo Saib, in the 
following year, a general reftitution of the conquefts on both fidcs took place, and the tran- 
quillity of India was, for the prefei;||k fully reftorecL 

During thefe tranfaftions on the coaft of Malabar, various military operations were carrying 
.on along the coaft of Coromandel. From the time t^t Sir Eyre Coote left the command to 
General Stuart, to the end of thclaft year, this officer was employed in qbferving the motions 
of the enemy, and preventing them from becoming matters of feveral places at whicli their 
force was direfted. 

In the beginning of the fcafon for aft ion, the Governor and Council of Bengal determined 
to fend an ample fuppiy to the Prefidency of Madras, in order to enable them to put a final 
and fuccefsful termination to tlie war, which Tippoo Saib feemed to poflefs an jjereditary dif- 
pofition to profecutc. Sir Eyre Coote, who had, for the benefit of his health, gone by fea to 
Bengal, was now entrufted by them with a large fum of money, with which he embarked for 
Madras: but wlreu he had almoft reached his deftination, he found himfelf in danger of being 
taken by two French nicniof war; they cliaccd him 48 hours,— during which time the foHci- 
tude and fatigue he under-went, in continuing almoft the whole time upon deck, occafioned 
a rehpfe of his former illncfs. The Ihip and treafure got fafe into Madras, but to the irre- 
parable lofs of the Eaft India Company, as well as of his country,, the General lived but two 
days after his arrival, * 

In the mean time, General Stuart feia^d the opportunity of Tippoo Saib*s having quitted 
the Carnatic, to fend Colonel Fullar ton, with a confidcrable force, to invade the province of 
% , Coimbatour^ 
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*783 Coimbatotin The fucccflcs of this officer were great and rapid ; but General Stuart, from the 
more important operations he had in view, was obliged to rccal him in the midll of them. 

Though the retreat of Tippoo Saib was an event of very great importance, the advantage 
was by no means complete while a powerful body of French troops remained in poilcfTion of 
Cuddalorc, which being in the neighbourhood of Madras, the befieging it was confidered as 
a neceffary, though very hazardous mcafurc, as much attention had been employed in fortifying 
it: General Stuart, however, determined to undertake it, and, on the 7th of June, he ap- 
peared before it. That officer made his attacks with great judgment, courage and perfcverancc; 

• the garrifon defended the town with great fpirit, and tlic fiege w^as attended with much blood- 
fhccl and {laughter to both armies. 

While General Stuart prcflTcd Cuddalore by land, Sir Edward Hughes lay off the harbour 
to cut off its communication by lea. This fleet had fuffered a great dimirmtion of men from 
the feurvy. The violence and contagion of the diforder had made it neceflary to fet numbers 
of them afhorc for the prefervation of their lives. In order, therefore, to give M, de Suffrein 
fuch adcciiive fuperiority in point of men, as might enable him at once to board the Britilh 
fejuadron, M. de Buffy, who commanded at Cuddalorc, lent liim 1,200 of his bell troops. — 
Thus provided, it was expefted that the French Admiral would not Iiefitate to clofc upon the 
Englilh, who, though they bad two ihips of the line more than the enemy, were fo weakly 
manned from the caufe already afilgned, that the real advantage lay entirely on the other fide. 

On the 20th of June, M. De SulFrein approached the ihitilh fleet in order of battle, and 
though the enemy had the wind in their favour, Sir Edward Hughes immediately brought to 
in order to receive them. About four o'clock in the afternoon tl)c engagement began, and 
laflcd till fcveii o'clock, when the French fleet hauled off, having preferved a moil guarded 
diftance during the whole of the combat. The enemy retired in the night to Pondicherrv, 
whither Sir Edward Hughes followed them. On the 22d, he braved them during the day, 
and anchored in the evening within fight of them : but the want of water was now fo extreme, 
and the number of lick and wounded fo great, the Admiral w'as under the nccelfity of 
proceeding to Madras, in order to land the one and to procure a fupply of the other. The 
lofs of men in thcEnglifli fleet, in this engagement, amounted to 99 killed and 431 wounded, 
that of the enemy was confiderably greater. I'his was the laft battle betw^cen Sir Edward 
Hughes and M. de Sufficla, and concluded the naval operations between the Engiilh and 
French in the Eaft Indies. 

On the. 25th of this mouth, the garrifon of Cuddalorc, which bad been llrcngthcncd hy a 
body of near 4,000 men from M. de SuftVeia’s fijuadron, made a moft vigorous I'ally, which 
was repelled with the grcatcll bravery by the befiegers. In Ihorr, the contefl appearcv! to itavc 
been proceeding in a manner that promifed nothing but luiri to the parties engaged m it, 
when fortunately, to prevent the effuiioit of more human blood, the news of peace anived at 
Madras, and on the 4th of July a cclTation of hoililitics was con.ph'.itly fctikd, 

In the month of February, in this year, a treaty was llgned beuveen the Einprels of Ruffia 
and the Q^tcen of Portugal, as follows: 

Article I, Their Majeflies the Emprefs of all the Ruffias and rhe <^iccn of Tortuga!, 
Gonvinced of the folidity and forcible evidence of the principles laid down in the declaration 
bearing date the 28th of February 1780, concerning the arnud neutrality, their abo\C'faid 
Majefties do declare, that tlicy not only alfcnt flcely and fully to the laid principles, but on 
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1783 all occafions will concur, by every efficacious means, to keep tlicna up in their full force, and 
to take care that they be fcrupuioufly adhered to. 

II. Be it underflood, that the prefent convention is not, by any. means, to be conftrued 
as tending to annul the treaties now fubfiftlng between the dilllnft powers of Pvuffia or Por- 
tugal, or any other European court whatever; but, on the contrary, fucli treaties, and Uie 
ilipulations therein made, will as fully bind the laid powers as ilu y did any time picvious to 
the faid convention, which is not to invalidace, much Icfs to enforce a violation of the faid 
treaties. 

“ in* The tw’o high contrafling powers will continue to obd rve the mofl exaft lu utrality, 
:and rigoroufly enforce the preventing of all prohibited trade being carried on bv theii m dneftive 
fubjcfls with the powers now at war. By prohibited trade is underltood ail thofe floods and 
meixhandizes, verbatim exprefled in tlic lOth and iith articles of the treaty of commerce con. 
eluded between Rufliaand Gicat Britain, on the : cth of June, 1766. 

IV. In cafe, notwithflanding all imaginable care to prevent ir, the Ruffian or Portu- 
guefe merchantmen fhoulcl be taken or infidtcd by fhlps belonging to any of the lu lligcrcnt 
powers, the complaints of the aggrieved fovercign fhall be fnpportcd and enforced bv the 
other confederates moft ferious and urgent remonftranccs : and if, contrary to ail cxpcflation, 
juflice fliould be denied, the faid high contrafting powers will concert together on the means 

, of obtaining redrefs by rcprifals. • 

V. If it fliould fo happen, that either or both of the fi^id priwcrs be attacked or moleflcd, 
on account and in hatred of the prefent convention, ihey fhal) join together fur a mutual de- 
fence, in order to procure themfclvcs a full fatisfaclion, both to the infult offered to their flag 
and the damages fuflained by their fubjefts. 

VI. The prefent ftipulation lhail be permanent on both fidc.s, and be adduced as a rule, 
whenever the right of neutrality fliall be called in i]iu iiion. 

it VIT. The two contradting powers will give notice, amiCvTbly, to ilic fovereigns now at 
war, of this prefent mutual agrcemcm. 

‘‘ VI ff. The prefent convention'wlll be ratified by the contrafiing powers, and the faid 
ratifications interchanged within four months from the date hereof, or foonci if j)ojhb!c*. 

Tlicy have been ratified fiiice and exchanged, 

** In witnefs whereof, the plenipotentiaries, &c. have figncd and fcalcd the prefent. 

Given at Peterfburg, February 17S3. 

(Signed,) “ (L. S.) Comte John D'Osti*;<,man. 

** “ (L. S.) -Alexander DK Bezborodko. 

“ (L. S.) Pierre di: Bocounin. 

(L. vS,) Fr. Jos. D’Horta Mach.ado.'’ 

On the third day of April in this year, the following treaty of amity and commerce was 
frgned at Paris, 'between the King of Sweden and the United States of North America. 

Article I. There fliall be a firm, inviolable and univerlal peace, and a true and fincere 
fricndfhip between the King of Sweden, his heirs and fuccclfors, and the United States of 
America, and the fubje£ls of his Majefty and thofc of the faid States ; and between the coun- 
tries, iflands, cities and towns, fituated under the jurifdiftion of the ^King and of the faid 
United States, without any exception of perfons or places ; and the conditions agreed to in 
this prefent treaty, ftiall be perpetual and permanent between the King, bis heirs and fuc- 
ceffors, and the United States. 


II. The 
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TI. The King and the United States engage mutually not to grant hereafter any particu- 
lar favour to other nations in refpeft to commerce and navigation, which (hall not immediately 
become common to the other party, who fhall enjoy the fame favour freely, if the concejOhoa 
was freely made, or on allowing the fame compenfation, if the conceflion was conditional. 

HI. The fubjefts of the King of Sweden lhall not pay in the ports, havens, roads, coun- 
tries, iflands, cities and towns of the United States, or any other nor greater duties or im- 
pofts, of what nature foever they may be, than thofe which the niofV favoured nations are or 
fliall be obliged to pay ; and they Iball enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities 
and exemptions in trade, navigation and commerce, which the fald nations do or flrall enjoy, 
whether in pafling fiom one port to another of the United States, or in going to or from the 
fame, from or to any part of the world 'vhatever. 

IV. l*hc fubjefts and inhabitants of the faid United States fhall not pay in the ports,, 
havens, roads, iflands, cities and towns under the denomination of the King of Sweden, any 
other or greater duties or iinpofts, of what nature foever they may be, or by what name foever 
called, than thofe vvhicii the moA favoured nations are or (hall be obliged to pay ; and they 
fhall ciijoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities and exemptions in trade, naviga- 
tion and commerce, winch the faid nations do or fhall enjoy, whether in paiTing from one 
port to another of the dominion of liis faid Majefty, in going to or from the fame, from or 
to any part of ilie world vvliatcvcr. 

** \ , I'herc fhall lie granted a full, perfeft and entire liberty of confcience to the inha- 
bitants and fubjc^Is of each party ; and no perfuu lhall be molcrted on account of his worfliip, 
piovick'd he fubaiits fo far an regards tlic public demonftration of it to llie laws of the country: 
moreover, liiver^y lhall be granted, when any of the rubje^Sis or inhabitants of either party die 
in the territory of the otlicr. to bury them in convenient and decent places, which lhall be 
afhgncd for the purpolc : and the two contracling parties will provide, each in its juiirdiftion, 
tint tlK‘. fubjefts and iiibalfitauts rcfpv<5livcly may obtain certuicates ol the death, in cafe the 
delivery of them is rc«pilr(\l, # 

VK Tlic fuhjefl.'. ol the contracUng parties in the refpeflive Hates, may freely dllpolc of 
tlicir goods and effects either by trHanicrir, dotniion or otherwife, in favour of fucli perfons 
as they think proper ; and thcii heirs in whatever place they lhall refid^, lhall receive the fu<-- 
ccifion even ad cither in peribn or by their attorney, without having occafiou to take 

out letters of naturali/,ati<m, 'rhofe inlu.iitances, as well ns the capitals and effefts, which 
the fubjeifs of the two putties, in changing their cibode, lhall be dcfirous of removing fro lu 
the place of their abode, lhall he exempted frosn all duty, called Jrc:t dc detra^inn^ on the part 
of tlic government of the two Hates refpeOively. But it is at the lame time agreed, that no- 
tiling contained in this article Hiail hi any manner derogate from the ordinances pubiilhed in 
Sweden again H emigrations, or whicli may licitaftcr be publillicd, whicli lhall remain in hill 
force and vigour. The United States on iheii part, or any of them, lhall ho xt liberty to 
make refpefling this matter, fnch laws as they think proper. 

VI L All and every the fubjefls, inhahirants of the kingdom of Sweden, as well as thofe 
of the United States, flrall be pcnmltied to navigate wirli tlicir velfcls in all fefety and freedom^ 
and without any regard to thofe to whom the mci chandiy.es and cargoes may belong, from any 
port whatever, and the fuhiefls and inhabitants of the two Hates lhall likcwife be permitted to 
fail and trade with ihcirvclub, and with the fame hlKrty and lufety to frequent the places^ 
ports and havens of powers, cncunes to both or dtucr of the two contiaiEling parties, without 

bciu^x 
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being in any wife moleHcd or troubled, and to carry on a commerce, not only dircftly from 
the ports of an enemy to a neutral port, but even from one port to another port of an enemy, 
whether it be under the jurifdi^lioii of the fame, or of different Princes. And as it is ac- 
knowledged by this treaty with refpeft to (hips and merchandifes, that free fliips fhall make 
the merchandizes free, and that every thing which fhall be on board of fliips belonging to fub- 

of the one or the other of the contrafting parties, fliall be coiifidered as free, even though 
the cargo, or a part of it, fliould belong to the enemies of one or both ; it is, ncverthelefs, 
provided, that contraband goods fliall always be excepted ; which being intercepted, fliall be 
proceeded againft according to the ijpnit of the following articles. It is likewife agreed, that 
the fame liberty be extended to perfons who may be on board of a free fltip, with this 
that although they be enemies to both or either of the parties, they lliall not be taken out of 
the free fhip, unlcfs they are foldiers in the aftual fcrvlcc of the faid enemies. 

VI U, This liberty of navigation and commerce fhalj extend to all kinds of mcrchandifes, 
except thofc only which are expreffed in the following aiticles, and are diftinguilhed by the 
name of contraband goods. 

** IX. Under the name of contraband or prohibited goods, flxall be comprehended arms, 
guns, cannon balls, arquebufes, mufquets, bombs, petards, granadocs, faucifTes, pitch, bails, 
carriages for ordnance, niufquct-refts, bandoliers, cannon powder, matches, faltpctre, fulphur, 
bullets, pikes, fabres, fwords, morfons, helmets, cutlaffes, halberts, javelins, piftols, hoUlcrs, 
bayonets, belts, horfes with their harnefs, and all other like kinds of arms and inflrumcnts of 
war for the ufe of troops. 

X. Thefc which follow fliall pot be reckoned in the number of prohibited goods ; that is 
to favt all forts bf clothes, and all other manufaftures of wool, flax, filk, cotton, or any other 
materials; all kinds of wearing apparel, together with the things of which they arc commonly 
made ; gold and fllver coined or uncoined, brafs, iron, lead, copper, latten, coals, wheat, 
barley, and all forts of corn or pulfe, tobacco, all kinds of fpiccs, faked or fnioaked ilfh, 
failed filh, clieefe, butter, beer, oil, wines, fugar, all forts of fait, and proviflons which ferve 
for the nourilhment and fubfillencc of man ; all kinds of cotton, hemp, flax, tar, pitch, ropes, 
cables, fail cloth, anchors, and any pan of anchors, ftiip marts, planks, boards, beams, and 
all forts of trees, and other things proper for building or repairing fliips ; nor fliall any goods 
be confidered as contraband, which have not been worked into the form of any inftrument or 
tiling for the purpofe of war, by fea or by land, much Icfs fuch as have been prepared or 
wrought up for any other ufe. All which fhall be reckoned free goods, as likewife all others 
which arc not comprehended and particularly mentioned in the foregoing articles ; fo-that they 
fhall not, by any pretended interpretation, be comprehended among prohibited or contraband 
goods ; on the contrary, they may be freely tranfported by the fubje^ts of the King and the 
United States, even to places belonging to an enemy, fuch places only excepted as*arc bcficgcd, 
blocked, or inverted ; and thofe places only fhall be confidered as fuch which arc nearly fur- 
rounded by one of the belligerent powers. 

XT. Irt order to avoid and prevent, on both fidcs, all clifputes and difeord, it is agreed, 
that in cafe one of the parties fhall be engaged in a war, tlic fliips and vcflcls belonging to the 
fubjefis or inhabitants of the otJicr, fhall be furnifhed with fea-Jetters or palfpofts, exprefling 
the name, property, and port of the vefTcl, and alfo the name and place of abode of the luaftcr 
or commander of the fard vcffcl, in order that it may thereby appear, that the faid veflcl really 
and truly belongs to tlie fubjefts of the cyie or the other party, Thefc pafTports, which fhall 
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1783 be drawn up in due and good form, (hall be renewed every time the vcflcl returns home in the 
courfc of the year. It is alfo agreed, that the faid vcflels, when loaded, ftiall alfo be provided 
not only with fca- letters, but alfo with certificates, containing a particular account of the cargo, 
the place from which the velTel failed, and that of her deftination, in order that it may be 
known whether they carry any of the prohibited or contraband merchandizes mentioned in the 
ninth article of the prefent treaty ; which certificates fliall be made out by the officers of the 
place from which the veflel lliall depart. 

XII. Although the vcflels of the one and the other party may navigate freely, and with 
all fafety, as is explained in the feventh article, they fhall, neverthdefs, be bound at all times, 
when required, to exhibit, as well on tlic high feas as in port, their paflports and certificates 
above-mentioned : and, not having contraband merchandize on board for an enemy’s port, 
tlicy may freely, and without hinderance, purfue their voyage to the place of their deftination. 
IMcverthelcfs, the exhibition of the papers lhall not be demanded of merchant Ihips under the 
convoy of veflSls of war, but credit fliall be given to the word of the officer commanding tlic 
convoy. 

XIII. If, on producing the faid certificates, it be difeovered that the veflel carries feme 
of the goods which are declared to be prohibited or contraband, and which arc configned to an 
enemy’s port, it fliall not, however, be lawful to bfcak up the hatches of fuch fliips, nor to 
open any cheft, coffers, packs, cafles, or veflels, nor to remove or difplacc the fmalleft part of 
the merchandizes, until the cargo has been landed in the prefence of officers appointed tor the 
purpofc, and until an inventory thereof has been taken ; nor Ihall it be lawful to fell, exchang:, 
or alienate the cargo, or any part thereof, until legal procefs fliall have been had againft the 
prohibited meichandizcs, and fcntencc fliall have palled, declaring them liable to confifeation ; 
faving, neverlhvlefs, as well the fhips themfelves, as the other merchandizes which fliall have 
been found therein, which, by virtue of this prefent treaty, are to be efteemed free, and which 
arc not to be detained on pretence of their having been loaded witli prohibited merchandize, 
and much kfs confifeated as lawful prize. And in . cafe the contraband inerchaiidizc be only a 
part of the cargo, ami the matter of the veffcl agrees, confents, and offers to deliver them to the 
veflel that has difcoixred them, in that cafe, the latter, after receiving the merchandizes whicii 
aie good prize, fliall immediately let the veflel go, and fliall not, by any means, hindci her 
from purfuing her voyage to the place of her deftination. When a veflel is taken and hrouglit 
into any of the ports of the coatrafting parties, if, upon examination, fhc he found to be 
loaded only with merchandize declared to be free, the owner, or he who has made the prize, 
Ihall be bound to pay all cofts and damages to the maftcr of the vcffel unjuftly detained. 

XIV. It is likewife agreed, tliat whatever Ihall be found to be laden by the fubjccVs of 
either of the two contraftiag parties on a fliip belonging to the enemies of the otlicr party, the 
whole effefts, although not of the number of thole declared contraband, fhall be confifeated as 
if they belonged to the enemy ; excepting, ncvcrthelefs, fuch goods and merchandizes as were 
put on board before the declaration of war, and even fix months after the declaration, after 
which term none fliall be prefurnedto be ignorant of it, which merchandizes Ihall not, in any 
manner, be fubjeft to confijfcatioit, but fliall be faithfully and fpccifically delivered to the 
owners who fliall claim, or caufc them to be claimed, befoix: coafifeation and falc, as alfo their 
proceeds, if the claim be made within eight months, and could not be made fooner, after the 
falc, which is to be made public : provided, neverthdefs, that if the faid merchandizes be con- 

VoL. IV. 3 0 . traband, 
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178 ^ traband, it fhall not be, in any wife, lawful to carry them afterwards to a port belonging to 

ibe enemy* 

“ XV* And that more cffcftual care may be taken for the fccurlty of the two contrafling 
pat ties, that they fuffer no prejudice by the men of war of the other party, or by privateers, all 
captains and commanders of Ihips of his Swedilli Majeily, and of the United States, and all 
their fubjefts, ftiail be forbidden to do any injury or damage to thofe of the other party ; and 
if they aft to the contrai'y, having been found guilty on their examination by their proper 
judges, they ihall be bound to aiakc fatisfaftion for all damages, and the intereft thereof, and 
to make them good, under pain and obligation of their perfons and goods, 

** XVL For this caiife, every individual who is defirous of fitting out a privateer, flrall, 
before he receives letters -patent or fpecial commiffion, be obliged to give bond, with fufficient 
fureties, before a competent judge, for a fuSicieut fum to anfwcr ail damages and wrongs which 
the owner of the privateer, hh officers, or others in his empby may commit during the cruize, 
contrary to the tenor of this treaty^ and contrary to the edifts publifhcd by either party, whe- 
ther by the King of Sweden or by the United States, in virtue of this fame treaty, and alfo 
under penalty of having the faid letters -patent and fpecial commiffion revoked and made void* 

XVII. One of the contraftlng parties being at war, and the other remaining neuter, if it 
fhould Jo happen that a merchant Ihip of the neutral power be taken by the enemy of the 
other party, and be afterwards retaken l>y a Ihip of war or privateer of the power at war ; alfo 
fliips and merchandize, of what nature foever they may be, when recovered from a pirate or fea- 
Tover, fhall be brought into a port of oiic of the two powers, and lhall be. coriimittcd in the 
cuftody of the officers of the faid port, that they may be reflored entire to the true proprietor, 
foon as he ffiall have produced full proof of the property. Merchants, mailers, and owncri: 
of the fhips, feamen, people of all forts, fliips, and vcflcls, and, in general, all merchandizes 
and effefts of one of the allies or their fubjefts, fhall not be fubjeft to embargo, nor detained 
in any of the countries, territories, illands, cities, towns, ports, rivers, or domains whatever 
of the other ally, on account of any military expedition, or any public or private purpofc 
whatever, by feizure, by force, or by any fuch manner ; much lefs fhall it be lawful for the 
fubjefts of one of the parties to feizc or take any thing by force from the fubjefts of tlic otiicr 
party without the confent of the owner* This, however, is not underftood to comprehend 
feizures, detentions, and arrefts, made by order and by the authority of jufticc, and according 
to the ordinary courfc for debts or faults of the Jubjeft, for which procefe fhall be had in the 
way of right, according to the forms of juftice. 

XViri. If it ihould happen tlut the two contrafting parties fhould be engaged in a war 
at the fame time with a common enemy, the following points fhall be obferved on both Cdcs : 

1. If tljc Clips of one of the two nations retaken by the privateers of the other, have not 
been in tlic power of the enemy more than twenty-four hours, they fhall be reflored to the ori- 
ginal owner, on payment of one-third of tlie value of the Clip and cargo. If, on the contrary ■ 
the veffel retaken has been more tliaa twenty-four hours in tire power of the enemy, it Ihall 
belong wholly to him who has retaken it. 

2. In cafe, daring the interval of twenty^four hours, a vcflel be retaken by a man of war 
of either of the two parties, it fhall be reflored tb the original owner, on payment of a thir- 
tieth part of the value of the veffel and cargo, and a tenth part, if it has been retaken after the 
twenty-four hours ; which fums fhall be dlftributcd as a gratification among the crew of the 

of war that Ihall have made the re-capture, 
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‘Vs* The prize made in manner above-mentioned, (hall be reftored to the owners, after 
proof made of the property, upon giving iircurity for the part conung to him who has recovered 
the vcfll'l from the hands of the enemy. 

4. The men of war and privateers of die two nations, fliall reciprocally be admitted with 
their prizes into each others ports ; but the prizes ihaii not l>c unloaded or fold there, until 
the legality of a prize made by tlie Svvedilli fliips fliall have been determined according to the 
laws and regulations ellabliflicd in Sweden, as alfo that of the prizes made by the American 
vclFcls fliall have been determiued according to the laws and regulations eftabiillicd by the 
United States of America. 

5. Moreover, die King of Swe<len and the United States of America, (hall be at liberty 
to make fucii regulations as they ftiafl judge neceflary refpefting the coiiduft which their men 
of war and privateers refpcftively fhall be bound to obferve with regard to veflels which they 
fliall take and carry into the ports of the two powers. 

XIX. I'he fliips of war of his Swedifli Majefty, and thofe of the United States, and 
alfo thofe wliich their fuhjcfts fliall have armed for war, may with all freedom condudl their 
prizes which they Hull have made from their enemies, into the ports which arc open in time 
of war to other friendly nations ; and the faid prizes, upon entering the faid ports, fliall not 
be fubjeft to arreft or feizure, nor fliall the officers of the places take cogni^mcc of the vali- 
dity of the faid prizes, which may depart and be conduced freelvi and with all libertv, to the 
places pointed out in their comraiffions, wdiich the captains of the faid veflels fliall be obliged 
to flicvv. 

** XX. In cafe any veflcl belonging to either of the two ftates, or to their fubjefls, flull 
be ftranded, fliipwrcckcd, or fufFcr any other damage on the coafts, or under the dominion of 
cither of the parties, all aid and afliftance fhall be given to the pcrfoiis fliipwrcckcd, or who 
may be in danger thereof, and paflports fliall be granted to them, to fecurc their return to their 
own country. The fhips and merchandizes wrecked, or their proceeds, if the cfiefls have 
been fold, being claimed in a year and a day by the owners or their attorney, fliall he rellored, 
on their paying the cofts of falvage, conformable to the laws and cuftoms of the two 
tiations* 

XXL When the fubjefls and inhabitants of the two parties, with their vcfiels, whether 
they be public, and equipped for war, or private, employed in commerce, fhaii be forced by 
lempeft, by purfuit of privateers and of enemies, or by any other urgent aeceffity, to retire into 
and enter any of the rivers, bays, roads, or ports of either of the two parties, they Hull be re- 
ceived and treated with all humanity and politcncfs, and they fliall enjoy all fiicnclfliip, pro- 
tcilion, and afliftance, and they fhall be at liberty to fupply thcmfelves with rcftcflnncnts, 
proviflons, and every thing neceflary for their fuftcnance, for the repair <if their veflels, and 
for continuing their voyage ; provided always, that they pay a reafonaWe price : and tlicy fliall 
not, in any manner, be detained or hindered from failing out of the faid ports or roads, but 
they may retire and depart when, and as they pleafo, without any obftacic or hinderance, 

** XXIL In order to favour commerce on both fiJes as much as pofRblc, it is agreed, that 
in cafe a war fliould breakout between the faid two nations, (whicli, God forbid !) the term 
of nine months after the declaration of war, fliall be allowed to tile merchants and fubjeffs 
rcfpcftivcly on one fide and the other, in order that tlicy may withdraw with their effefts and 
moveablcSi which they lhall be at lil>crty to carry off or fell wlierc they picafe, without the lead 

3 ^ obftacle ; 
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1783 obftaclc; nor fliall any feize their efFcSs, and much Icfs their 'perfons, during the faid nine 
months ; but, on the contrary, pafTports which fhall be valid for a time neccllary for their 
return, fliall be given them for their veflels and the cffeds which they lhall be willing to carry 
with them : and if any thing is taken from them, or if any in jury is done to them by one of 
the parties, their people and fubjefls, during the term above deferibed, full and entire fatis- 
fa£lion Ihall be made to them on that account. The above-mentioned paflports lhall alfo 
ferve as a fafe-condu£t againft all infults or prizes which privateers may attempt againft their 
perfons and cfFefts. 

“ XXIII. No fubjeft of the King of Sweden fhall take a commiflion or letters of marque, 
for arming any veflel to a£l as a privateer againft the United States of America, or any of them, 
or againft the fubjefts, people, or inhabitants of the faid United States, or any of them, or 
againft the property of the inliabitants of the faid States, from any prince or ftate whatever, 
with whom the faid United States (hall be at war. Nor fliall any citizen, fubjeft, or inhabi- 
tant of the faid United States, or any of them, apply for, or take any coramiftion or letters of 
marque for artriing any veffcl to cruize againft the fubjcQs of his Swedilh Majefty, or any of 
them, or their property, from any prince or ftate whatever, with whom his faid Majefty lhall 
be at war. And if any perfon of either nation flaall take fuch commiflion or letters of marque, 
he fliall he punifhed as a pirate. 

“ XXIV. The veflels of the fubjefts of cither of the parties coming upon any of the coafts 
belonging to the other, but not willing to enter into port, or being entered into port, and not 
willing to unload their cargoes, or to break bulk, fhall not be obliged to do it; but, on the 
contrary, fhall enjoy all the fianchifcs and exemptions which are granted by the rules fubfifting 
with refpeft to that objeft. 

“ XXV. When a veflel belonging to tbe fubjefis and inhabitants of cither of the parties, 
failing on the high fea, fliall be met by a fliip of war or privateer of the other, the faid Ihip of 
war and privateer, to avoid all diforder, lhall remain out of cannon-fhot, but may always fend 
their boat to the merchant fhip, and caufe two or three men to go on board of licr, to whom 
the roafter or commander of the faid veflel lhall exhibit his palTport, Hating the property of the 
veflel, atid when the faid veflel lhall have exhibited her paffpo^t, fhc lliall be at liberty to con- 
tinue her voyage, and it fhall not be lawful to moleft or fcarch her in any manner, or to give 
her chace, or force her to quit her intended courfe. 

“ XXVI. The two contrafting parties grant mutually the liberty of having each in the 
ports of the other, confuls, vicc-confuls, agents, and commiffarics, whofc funftions fhall be 

regulated by a-paj ticular agreement. 

“ XXVII. Theprefent treaty fliall-bc xatifled on both fides, and the ratifications fliall be 
exchanged in the fpacc of eight months, or fooner, ifpoffible, counting from the day of the 
flgnature. 

“ In faith whereof, the refpcftivc plenipotentiaries have flgned the above articlcSj and- have 
thereunto afSxcd their fcals. 

“ Done at Paris, the 3d day of April, in the year of our Lord 1783. 

(Signed) 

** (L. S.) Gustav. Phili? Comte de Creutz; 
“ (L. S.) B. Franklin. 
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1783 SEPARATE ARTICLE. 

“ The King of Sweden and the United States of North America agree, that the prefcnt 
treaty lhall have its foil effeft for the fpace of fifteen years, counting from the day of the rati- 
fication ; and the two contraAing parties referve to themfelves the liberty of renewing it at the 
end of that term. 

“ Done at Paris, the 3d day of April, in the year of our Lord 1783. 

(Signed) (L. S.) Gustav. Philif Comte SE Creutz. 

“ (L. S.) B. Franklin. 

# 

SEPARATE ARTICLES, 

Article I. His Swcdilh Majefly Hiall ufe all the means in his power to proteft and defend 
the vcflels and efFc£ts belonging to citizens or inhabitants of the United States of North .Ame- 
rica, and every one of them which fliall be in the ports, havens, roads, .or in the feas near the 
countries, iflands, cities, and towns of his faid Majcfty, and fhali ufc his utmoft endeavours to 
recover and rcftorc to tine right owner, all luch veffeU and ciETefts which lhali be taken from 
rlieiu within his jurifdidlion. 

ll. In like manner, the United States of North America fliall proteft and defend the 
x^flels and effeds belonging to the fubjefts of his Swedifh Majcfty, which (hall he in the port?, 
liavcns, or roflJiLs, or on the fcas near to the countries, iJlands, cities, and towns of the laid 
St<ite.s, and fhiil life their utmoft efforts to recover and reftore to the right owner, all fuch 
vcffcls and clfdSs which lliall be taken from them within their jurifdidion. 

“ 111. If, in any future war at fca, the contra£ting powers refoive to remain neuter, and, 
fuch, to obferve the ftriflell neutrality, then it Jis agreed, that if the merchant iliips of 
cither party ftiould happen to be in a part of the Tea where the flilps of war of the laid nation 
arc not flalioncd, or if they are met on the high fca, without being able to have rccourfc to 
their own convoys, in that cafe, the commander of the fhips of war of the other party, if re- 
quired, ftiail, in good faith and ftnccrity, give them all necellary afiiftancc ; and, in fuch cafe, 
the fbips of war and frigates of either of the powers, fhail proteft and fupport the merchant 
Ihips of the other : provided, ncverthelcfs, that the Ihips claiming aftiftance arc not engaged in 
any iilicit commerce, contrary to the principles of the neutrality* 

“ IV. It is agreed and concluded, that all merchants, captains of merchant ftiips, or other 
of his Swcilhh Majcfty, fliall have full liberty, in all places under the dominion or 
iurihiiflion of the United States of America, to manage their own affairs, and to employ in 
the nmnagrmcni of them wliomfocver they pleafe ; and they ihall not be obliged lo make ufc 
of any interpreter or broker, nor to pay them any reward unlefs they make ufc of them. — 
Moreover, the mafters of the fliips fhalfnot be obliged, in loading or unloading their vcIr Is, 
to cm]>loy labourers appointed by public authority for that purpofe ; bat they lhall be at ful^ 
liberty themftives to load or unload their vclTcls, or employ in loading or unloading them 
whomfoever they think proper, without paying reward, under the title of falary, to any other 
perfon whatever : and they lhali not be obliged to turn over any kind of merchandizes to 
otlier vcfTt ls, nor to receive them on hoard their own, nor to wait for their lading longer than 
they pleafe ; and all and every of the citizens, people, and inhabitants of the United States of 
America, fliall reciprocally have and enjoy the fame privileges and liberties in all places- under 
the jurifdiftion of the faid realm. 

V. It is agreed, that when merchandizes fliall have been put on board the fliips or vef-^.. 
fcls of either of the comrafting parties, they fliall uo.t be fubjefted to any examination j but 
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[ nil examination and fcarcb niuft be before lading, and the prohibited merchandizes mufl: he 
Hopped on the fpot before they are embarked, iinlefs there is full evidence or proof of frauJu- 
init pra<Slice on the part of the owner of thcMhIp, or of him who has the command of her: 
in wliich cafe, only lie lhall be refponfible and fnbjea to the laws of the country in wliicli he 
mny lx\ In all other cafes, neither the fubjccls of either of the contrafting parties, who fhall 
be with their velTels in the ports of the other, nor their merchandizes, fhall be feized or mo- 
Icftcd on account of contraband goods which flicy lhall have wanted to take on hoard, nor lhall 
any kind of embargo be laid on their (hips, fubjedts, or citizetis of the Hate, whofe merchan- 
dizes arc declared contraband, or the cKportation of which is forbidden, thole only who Hull 
have fold, or intended to fell or alienate fuch merchandizes, being liable to puniiluiieut foe 
fuchxoniravention. 

“ Done at Paris, the 3d day of April, in the year of our Lord 1783. 

(Signed) (L. S*) Gustav. Philip Comti: de Creutz^ 

(L. S.) B. FranivLIn. 

The following definitive treaties between his Britannic Majefty and the refpeftive powers 
therein named, were figncd at Vcrfailics and Paris on the 3d of September in this year : — 

The definitive Treaty of Peace and Frlendjh'ip between his Britannic Majefiy and the 

Mojl Chrifiian King. 

Article 1 . There fliall be a Chriftian, univerfal, and perpetual peace, as well by fca as 
by land, and a lincerc and conftant fricndlhip fliall be rc-cftablillicd between their Britannic 
and Moll Chrifiian Majcftics, and between their heirs and fuccclTors, kingdoms, dominions, 
provinces, countries, fubjefts, and vadals, of what quality and condition foever they be, 
without exception either of places or perfons ; fo that the high conira£ting parties lhall give 
the greateft attention to the maintaining between themfelvcs, and their faid dominions and 
fubje^ls, this reciprocal fricndlhip and intcrcourfc, without permitting hereafter, on either 
part, any kind of hoftilities to be committed, either by fea or by land, for any caufe, or under 
any pretence whatfoever : and they fhall carefully avoid, for the future, every thing wliicli 
might prejudice the union happily re-cftablilhedi endeavouring, on the contrary, to procure 
reciprocally for each other, on every occafion, whatever may contribute . to their mutual glory, 
intcrcfls, or advantage, without giving any affiftance or proteftion, direftly or indirectly, to 
iliofe who would do any injury to cither of the high contrafting parties,, There fliall be a ge- 
neral oblivion and amnefty of every tiling which may have been done or committed before or 
fince tlic commencement of the war Wliich is juft ended. 

“ II. The treaties of Wcftplialia, of 1648; the treaties of Nimeguen, of 1678 and 1679; of 
Ryfvvick,of 1697; tbofc of peace and commerce of Utrecht, of 1713; of Baden, of 1714; of the 
triple alliance of the Hague, of 1717 ; that of the quadruple alliance of London, of 1718 ; the 
treaty of peace of Vienna, of 1738 ; the definitive treaty of Aix-Ia-Chapcllc, of 1748 ; and that 
of Paris, of 1763, ferve as a bafis and foundation to the peace, and to tlic prefent treaty ; and, 
for this puTpofe, they are all renewed and confirmed in the bell form, as well as all the treaties 
in general which fubfifted between the high contrafling parties before the war, as if they were 
herein inferted word for word ; fo that they arc to be cxaflly obferved, for the future, in their 
full te nor, and religioully executed by both parties, in ail the points which lhall not be dero- 
gated from by the prefent treaty of peace. 

IIL All the prifoners taken on either fide, as well by land as by fea, and the hoftages 
carried away or given during the war, and to this day, lhall be reftored, without ranfom, ia* 
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fiX weeks, at latcft, to !)c coniputcd from tlic day of the exchange of tlie ratifications of the 
prdhiu treaty ; cacli crown rcfpcaivcly difeharging the advances which tliall have been ina ie 
for the fuhfiftencc and maintenance of their prllbners by tiie fovcrcign of the country vs I, ere 
they fir ail liave been detained, according to the receipts and attcided accounts, and otlicr authen- 
tic vouchers, whiclr fhali be furnifhed on each fide : and furctles fhall be reciprocally given lor 
the payment of the debts which the prifoners may have contrafled in the countries where they 
may have been detained, until their entire* reicafe. And all Ihips, as well men of war mer- 
chant Ihips, which may have liecn taken fince the expiration of the terms agreed upon for the 
ccflalion of hoflilities hy fca, iliall likewife be reftored, Una fide, with all their crews and car- 
goes. And the execution of this article lhail be proceeded upon immediately after the ex- 
change of the ratifications of this treatj, 

IV. His Majefiy the King of Great Britain IS maintained in hi.^ right to the iilancl of 
Newlouncllind, aiul to the adjacent illi'nids, as the whole were affured to him by the tiiiricenth 
article of the treaty of Utreclitj excepting the iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, which are 
ceded ill full right hy the prefent treaty to his Moft Chriftian Majefty. 

“ V. His Majefty the Moft Chriftian King, in order to prevent the quarrels which have 
liitlicrto ariiVn between the two nations of England and France, confeiued to rcnoxincc tlic 
right of lilhing, which belongs to him in virtue of tl^c aforefaid article of the treaty of Ulrtcht, 
from Cape Boiiavifta to Cape St. John, lituated on the caftern coaft of Newfoundland, in 
50 degrees north laiiinde ; and his Majefty the King of Great P)ritain tonfems, on liis part, 
that the flfliery afiigncd to the fubjefts of his Mofl Chriftian Majefty, beginning at the laid 
Gape Sr. John, paffing to the north, and defeending hy the weftern coaft of the iiland of New- 
foundland, fl/nll extend to the place called Cape Ray, fituated in 47 degrees 50 minutes nonii 
latitude. 'Flic Ficnch filhermcn lliail enjoy the filbcry which is aillgncd to them !)v the pre- 
i'ent article, as they had the right to enjoy that which was alligncd to them by tire treaty of 
Utrecht. 

VI. With rcgaid to the fifhery In the Gulf of St. Laurence, the French fliall continue 
to excrcifc it conformably to the fifth article of the treaty of Paiis. 

‘‘ VIE The King of Great Britain rcftorcs to France the ifland of St. Lucia, in the con- 
dition it was in when it was conquered by the .Britifh arms ; and Ifjs Britannic ^la^c^ly cedes 
and guaranties to his Moft Ghriftian Majefty the Bland of Tobago. Tlie Protvilain inluibi- 
tunts of tlie laid ifland, as well as tbofc of the fame religion who have fettled at St. Lucia 
whllft that Bland was occupied hy tlie BritiHi arms, ft^all not be molcilcd in the cxcrcifc r f 
their vvorfhip ; and the Britilh inhabitants, or others who may have been lubjcfls of the King 
of Great Britain in the aforefaid Blands, fhall retain their poflofrions upon the fame titles and 
conditions by which they have acquired them ; or clfe they may retire in full fccurity and 
blicrty where they fliall think fit, and fhall have the power of felling tlicir cflatcs, provided it 
be to fubjefls of his .Moft Chriftian Majefty, and of removing their cfTcils, as well as their 
]>errons, without being reftrained in their emigration, under any pretence whatfoever, except 
on account of debts, or of criminal profccutions. The term limited for this emigration, is 
fixed to the fpacc of cijjiteen months, to be computed from tlie day of the exchange of the 
ratifications of the prefent treaty. And for tlie Ix-ttcr feenring the pofllffions of the inhabi- 
tants of the aforefaid iftitnd of Tobago, the Moft Chrl Ilian King lliall ifluc Icttcrs-patcnt, 
containing an abolition of the Dre/t jy Aubainc in the laid iiLand, 
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VIIL The Moft Chrifliaii King reftorcs to Great Ikitairi the iflands of Grenada and 
the Grenadines, St. Vincent’s, Domiuica, St. Chriilophcr’s, Nevis, and Montferrat ; 
and the fortrelTcs of thefe illands lhall be delivered up in the condition tlicy were in 
when the conqucll of them was made. The fame ftipulations inferted in the preceding article, 
fliall take place in favour of the French fubjefis, with refpeft to the iflands enumerated in the 
prefent article, 

“ IX. The King of Great Britain cedes, m full right, and guaranties to his Mofl: Chrif^ 
tian Majefty, the river Senegal and its dependencies, with the forts of St. Louis, Podor, Ga- 
lam, Arguin, and Portcndic; and his Britannic Majefty reftorcs to France tlic ifland of 
Gorcc, which fliall be delivered up in the condition it was in when the conqueil of it was 
made. 

X, The Mofl Chriilian King, on his part, guaranties to the King of Great Britain the 
pofleflion of Fort James, and of the river Gambia. 

XI, For preventing all difeuflion in that part of the world, the two high contrading 
parties fhall, within three months after the exchange of the ratifications of the prefent 
treaty, name commiflioners, who fliall be charged with the fettling and fixing of the bounda.. 
rics of the refpedive pofleffions. As to the gum trade, the Englifli fliall have the liberty of 
carrying it on from the mouth of the river St. John, to the bay and fort of Portendic inclu- 
fivcly : provided that they fliall not /orm any permanent fettlcmcnt, of what nature foever, in 
the laid river St. John, upon the coaft, or in the bay of Portendic. 

“ XII. As to the rcfiduc of the coaft of Africa, the Englifli and French fubjefis fliall con- 
tinue to refort thereto according to the ufage which has hitherto prevailed. 

XII I . The King of Great Britain reftorcs to his Moft Chriftian Majefty all the fettle- 
meats which belonged at tlie beginning of the prefent war upon the coaft of Orixa and in 
Bengal, with libcity to furround Cbandcrnagore with a ditch, for carrying ofl'the waters : and 
his Britannic Majefty engages to take fuch meafurcs as fliall be in his power for fccuring to 
the fuhjeds of France in that part of India, as well as on the coafts of Orixa, Cotomanck k 
and Malabar, a fafe, free, and independent trade, fuch as was carried on by the French Fail 
India Company, whether they excrcife it individually, or united in a company. 

XIV. Pondicherry fliall be, in like m«anner, delivered up and guarantied to France, as alfo 
Kaiical : and his Britannic Majefty fhall procure, for an additional dependency to Pondicherry, 
the two diftiifls of Valanour and Bahourj and to Karical, the four Magans bordering 
llicreupon. 

“ XV. France fliall re-enter i’lto the poflcflion of Mahe, as well as of its faflory at Suiat , 
and the French fliall carry on their trade in this part of India conformable to the principles 
cfiabliflied in the thirteenth article of this treaty, 

“ XVI. Orders having been fent to India by the high contrafling parties, in purfuance of 
the fixteenth article of the preliminaries, it is farther agreed, that if, within the term of four 
months, the refpeftive allies of their Britannic and Moft Chriilian Majcftics fhall not h:ive 
acceded to the prefent pacification, or concluded a feparatc accommodation, their faid Majcl- 
ties fhall not give them any afliftance, direflly or indircflly, againft the Britifli or French pof- 
feflions, or againft the ancient pofleffions of their refpeflive allies, fuch as thc'y were in the 
year 1776. 

XVII. The King of Great Britain, being dcfirous to give his Moft Chriftian Majefty a 
flnccrc proof of reconciliation and fricndfliip, and to contribute to reader folid the peace re- 
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1783 cftablilhcd between their faid Majeftics, confents to the abrogation and fuppreffion of all the 
articles relative to Dunkirk^ from tlic treaty of peace concluded at Utrecht in 1713, inclufivc, 
to this day. 

XVIII. Immediately after the exchange of the ratifications, the two high contmfling 
parties fhall name commiirarics to treat concerning new arrangements of commerce between 
the two nations, on the bafis of reciprocity and mutual convenience ; which arrangements 
fliall be fettled and concluded within thc*fpace of two years, to be computed from the ill of 
January, in the year 1784. 

“ XIX. All the countries and territories which may have been, or which may be con- 
quered in any part of the world whatfoever, by the arras of his Britannic Majefty, as well as 
by thole of his Moft Chriftiau Majefiy, which are not included in the prefent treaty, neither 
wilder the head of ccfiions, nor uucicr the head of rcftitutioiis, fhall be reftored without dif- 
ficulty, and w ithout requiring any compenfation. 

‘‘ XX. As it is ncceirary to appoint a certain period for the rellitutions and evacuations to 
be made by each of the high contrafting parties, it is agreed, that the King of Great Britain 
fliall caufe to be evacuated the iflands of St* Pierre and Miquelon three months after the ratifi- 
cation of the prefent treaty, or fooner if it can be done; St. Lucia, one of the Carribbec 
iihuids, and Goree, in Africa, three months after the ratification of the prefent treaty, or 
fooner if it can be done. The King of Great tJritain fhall, in like manner, at the end of 
thice months after the ratification of the prefent treaty, or fooner if it can be done, enter again 
into the pofleffion of the iflands of Grenada, the Grenadines, St. Vincent, Dominica, St. 
Chrillopher, Nevis and Montferrat. France (lull be put in poflelTion of the towns and fac- 
tories which are reftored to her in the Eaft Indies, and of the territories which are procured 
for her to ferve as additional dependencies to Pondicherry and to Kaiical, fix months after the 
ratification of the prefent treaty, or fooner if it can be done. France fhall deliver up, at the 
end of the like term of fix months, the towns and territories wliicli her arms may have taken 
from the EngliIh,'or their allies, in the Eaft ladies. la confcquencc whereof, the ncccfirtrv 
orders fhall he feat by each of the high contrafting parties, with reciprocal paffports for the 
fhips which ftmll carry them, immediately after the ratification of the prefent treaty. 

“ XXI. The dteifion of the prizes and feizurcs made prior to the hoftilities, fhall be re* 
ferred to the rcfpe£Uve courts of juft.ice; fo that the legality of the faid prizes and feizurcs ftnill 
be dccideil according to the law of nations, and to treaties, in the courts of juftice of the na~ 
tion which fhall have made the captures or ordered the feizurcs. 

XXll. For preventing the revival of the lawfuits which have been ended in the nlandi 
conquered by either of the high contra&ing parties, it is agreed, that the judgments pro- 
nounced in the laft refort, and which have acquired the force of matters determined, fhall be 
confirmed and executed according to their form and tenor. 

XXllL Their Britannic and Moft Cliriftian Majeftics pTomife to obfervx' fincereJy, and 
hona Jidcy all the articles contained and eftablifhed in tire prefent treaty ; and they will not fuffer 
the fame to be infringed, diredUy or indircftly, by their rcfpcfiivc fubjefts : and the faid 
high coatrafting parties guaranty to each. other, generally and reciprocally, all the llipulations 
of the prefent treaty. 

“ XXIV. The folcmn ratificatiorns of the prefent treaty, prepared in good and due form, 
fiuH be exchanged in this city of Vcxfaillcs, bctw’cen the high contiafting parties, in the fpacc 
Vou IV. 3 R of 
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1783 of a month, orfooncr if poflible, to be computed from the day 'of ihc fignaturc of theprefcnt 
treaty. 

** In vvitnefs whereof, we, the under-written anibaflador extraordinary and miniUcrs pic* 
nipotentiary, have figned with our hands, in their names, and in virtue of our refpeftivc full 
powers, the prefent definitive treaty, and have caufed lire feals of our arms to be affixed 
thereto. 

Doncat Verfailles, the 3d day of September, 1783. 

(L. S.) Manci-tester. 

(L. SJ Gravier. de Vercennes/^ 

DECLARATION. 

The King having entirely agreed with his Moft Chrlflian Majcfty upon the articles of the 
definitive treaty, will feck every means which fhali not only .infiirc the execution thereof, with 
his accullomcdgood faith and punctuality, but will befides give, on his part, all polfiblc efficacy 
to the principles which lhall prevent even the Icaft foundation of difpute for tlic future. 

** To this end, and in order that the fifhermen of the two nations may not give caiifc for 
daily quarrels, his Britannic Majcfty will take the moft pofitlve meafu res for preventing his 
fubjefts from interrupting, in any manner, by their competition, the fifiicry of the Frcncii 
during the temporary exercife of it, which is granted to them upon the coafts of the iiland of 
Newfoundland; and he will, for this pnrpofc, caufc the fixed fcttlcments, which lhall be 
formed there, to bjs removed. His Britannic Majefty will give orders, that the French iilher- 
mcn be not incommoded in cutting the wood ncccflary for the repair of their fcaffolds, huts, 
and fi filing vefTeh. 

The thirteenth article of the treaty of Utrecht, and the method of carrying on the fifiiery 
which has at all times been acknowledged, fhall be the plan upon which the fifhrry lhall he 
carried on there; it fhali not be deviated from by either party ; the French filhermcn building 
only their fcaffolds, confining tliemieivcs to the' repair of their filhing veffeJs, and not winter- 
ing there; the fubjedls of his Britannic Majcfty, on their part, not mo Idling, in any manner,, 
the French fifliermen during their fiihing, nor injuring their fcaffolds during their abfcncc. 

“ The King of Great Britain, in ceding the iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon to France,, 
regards them as ceded for the purpofe of ferving as a real fhcltcr to the French fifliermen, and 
in full confidence that thefe poflefiions will not become an objeft of jcaloufy between the two 
nations; and that the fifltery between the faid illands and that of N^wfoundiaiid, fliali be 
limited to the middle of the Channel. 

** With regard to India, Great Britain having granted to France every thing tliat can after- 
tain and confirm the trade which the latter requires to carry on there, liis Majcfty relics witli 
confidence on the repeated aifuranccs of the court of Vcrfaillcs, that the power of furrounding 
Chandernagore with a ditch for carrying off the waters fliail not be cxercifed in fuch a manner 
as to make it become an objefl of umbrage. 

“ The new ftate in which commerce may perhaps be found, in all parts of the world, will 
demand revifions and explanations of the fubfifting treaties ; but entire abrogation of thufe 
treaties, in whatever period it might be, would throw commerce into fuch confufioii as would 
be of infinite prejudice to it, 

In fomc of the treaties of this fort there are not only articles which relate merely to com- 
merce, but many others which cnfuc reciprocally, to the refpeflive fubjefls, privileges, fach 
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1785' litics for conduftiiig tUeir affairs, perfonal protcftions, and other advantages, which are not# 
and which ought not to be of a changeable nature, luch as flue regulations relating merely to 
the value of goods and nierchandixes, variable from circumftances of every kind. 

When, therefore, theftateof the trade between the tw’o nations (hall be treated upon, it 
is requifitc to be underftood, that the alterations which may be made in the fubfifting treaties 
arc to extend only to the arrangements merely commercial; and that the privileges and ad- 
vantages, mutual and particular, be not*only preferved on cacli fide, but even augmented, if 
it can be done. 

“In this view, bis Majefly has confented to the appointment of coramilfaries on each fide# 
who fliall treat folcly upon this objefl. 

“ In witnefs wjicrcof, vve, his Britannic Majefty’s ambalTador extraordinary and minifter 
plenipotentiary, being thereto duly authorilcd, have ligncd the prefeat declaration and caufed 
the fbl of our arms to be fet thereto, 

“ Given at \ crfaillcs, the third of September, 1783* 

(L, S,) Makchester/* 

COUNTER^DKCLARATION, 

“ The principles which have guided the King, in the whole courfe of the negociations 
vdiich preceded the re-efiablifhment of peace, mult have convinced the King of Great Britain, 
that his Majefty has had no other elefign than to render it folid and lafting, by preventing, as 
niuch as pofiiblc, in the four quarters of the world, every fubjeft of difeuffion and quarrel. 
I'hc King of Great Britain undoubtedly places too much confidence in the uprightnefs of big 
Majefty’s intentions, not to rely upon his conftant attention to prevent the illands of St. 
Pierre and Miquelon from becoming an objeft of jealoufy between the two nations. 

“ As to the fiflicry on the coafts of Newfoundland, which has been the objed of the nevF 
arrangements fettled by the two fovereigns upon this matter, it is fufficiently afeertained by 
the fifth article of the treaty of peace fighed this day, and by the declaratioa likewife delivered 
to day, by his Britannic Majcfly^s ambafiador extraordinary and plenipotentiary ; and his 
Majcfty declares, that he is fully falisikd on this head. 

“ In regard to the fifhery tetween the ifland of Newfoundland, and thofe of Pierre and 
Miquelon, it is not to be carried on by either party, but to the middle of the channel ; and ids 
TMajefty will give the mofl pofitive orders, that the French fifhormcn Ihall not go beyond this 
line. His ^^ajefty is firmly perfuaded that the King of Great Britain will give like orders to 
the Englifh fifi^ermcn. 

“ Thr Ki ng’s ckfirc to maintain the peace, comprchcnJs India as well as. the otlier parts of 
the world; bis Rritannic Majefty may therefore be affured, tlidt his IVlaicily v\ill never permit 
that an objeft fo inoffcnfive and fo harnilefs as the ditch with which Chandernagore is to h* 
furromuled, (hould give any umbrage to the court of London. 

“ I hc King, in propofing »tcw arrangements of commerce, had no other defign than to 
remedy, by the rules of reciprocity and mutual convenience, whatever may he defective iu 
the treaty of commerce figned at Utrecht, in 1713. I'he King of Great Britain may judge 
from thence, that his Majefty’s intention is not in any wife to cancel all the ftipulallons in 
the above- meiitioncd treaty ; he declares, on the coniiaty, front hemxforth, that he is difpofed 
to maintain all the privileges, facilities and advantages expnrcftcd in that treaty, as far as they 
ihall be reciprocal, or compenfated by equivalent advantages. It is U) attAin this end, Jelircd 
. 3^3 ou 
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1783 on each fide, that comniifiaries are to be appointed to treat upon' the flatc of the trade between 
the two nations, and that a confidcrablc fpacc of time is to be allowed for complcating their 
work. His Majefty hopes that this objeft will be purfued with the fame good faith, and the 
fame fpirit of conciliation, which prefided over the difeuffion of the other points comprifed in 
the definitive treaty ; and his faid Majefty is firmly p^ifuaded, that the refpeftive commiflaries 
will employ tlie utmoft diligence for the completion of this important work* 

** In witnefs whereof, we, the undcr-writtci>miniftcr plenipotentiary of his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty, being thereto duly authorifed, have figned the prcfcni counter-declaration, and have 
oaufed the feal of our arms to be affixed thereto. 

Given at Verfaillcs the 3d ofSeptember^ 1783* 

“ (L. S#) Geavier de Vergennes.*' 

STAr definitive "Treaty of Peace and Friendjhlp between hh Britannic MajeJiy and 

the Kin^ of Spainn 

Article I. There fhall be a Chriftian, univerfal and perpetual peace, as well by fea as by 
land, antf a finecre and conftant friendftiip Hull be rc-eftablilhcd, between their Britannic and 
Catholic Majcftics, and between their heirs and fucceftbrs, kingdoms, dominions, provinces, 
countries, fubjefts and vaflals, of what quality or condition foever they be, wnthont exception 
either of places or perfons ; fo that thd high contrafliing parties fhall give the greateft attention 
to the maintaining between therafclves and their faid dominions and fubjefts, this reciprocal 
friendlhip and intcrcourfe, without permitting hereafter, on either part, any kind of hoftili- 
tics to be committed, either by fea or by land, for any caufe or under any pretence whatfo- 
cver : and they Ihall carefully avoid, for the future, every tiling which might prejudice the 
union happily rc-eftabliflted, endeavouring, on the contrary, to procure reciprocally for each 
other, on every occafion, whatever may contribute to tlieir mutual glory, intcrefts and ad- 
vantage, without giving any affiftance or proteftion, dircftly or indircftly, to thofe wlio 
would do any injury to either of the high contrafting parties. There fliall be a general obli- 
vion and amnefty of every thing whicli may have been done or committed, before or fince the 
commencement of the war which is juft ended. 

** II. Thctivalics of Weftphalia of 1648; thofe of Madrid of 1667 and of 1670; thofe of 
peace and of commerce of Utrecht of 1713; that of Baden of 1714; of Madrid of 1715; of 
Seville of 1*729; the definitive treaty of Aix-Ia-ChapeMc of 1748; the treaty of Madrid of 
1750 ; and the definitive treaty of Paris of 1763, ferve as a bafis and foundation to the peace, 
and to the prefent treaty; and for this purpofc, they arc all renewed and confirmed, in the 
beft form, as well as all the treaties in general which fubfifted between tlie high contrafting 
parties before the war, and particularly all thofe which arc fpccified and renewed in the afore- 
fai(f definitive tteaty of Paris, in the beft form, and as if they were herein inferted word for 
word; fothat they arc to be exaft'ly obferved for the future in their full tenor, and rcligloufly 
executedr both parties, in all the points wlrich ftiall not be derogated from by the prefent- 
treaty of peace; 

“ III. All the prifoners taken on either fide, as well by land as by fea, and the hoftages 
carried away or given, during the war, and to this day, (ball be reftored without ranfom, in 
lix^wceks at latcftj to be computed from the day of the exchange of the prefent treaty ; each 
CfO^n refpcftivcly difeharging the advances which fiiall have been made for the fubfiftence and 
iDil^cnauce of their prifoners, by the fovcrcign of the country where they Ihall have been de- 
tained. 
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1783 tainedi according to the receipts, attcfted accounts, and other authentic vouchers, which fhall 
be furnilhcd on either fide ; and furctics iChall be reciprocally given for the payment of the debts 
'Which the prifoners may have contrafted in the countries where they may have been detained, 
until their entire relcafc. And all (hips, as well men of war as merchant fliips, which may 
have been taken fince the expiration of the terms agreed upon for the ceilation of hoftilitics by 
fca, lhall likcwifc be reftored, bana fide^ with all their crews and cargoes. And the execution 
of this article (hall be proceeded uponiniiflicdiatcly after the exchange of the ratifications of this 
treaty. 

IV. The King of Great Britain cedes, in full right, to his Catholic Majefty, the ifland 
of Minorca. Provided that the fame ftipulations inferted in the following article fhail take 
place ill favour of the Briti/Ii fubjeds, with regard to the above-mentioned ifland. 

** V. His Britannic Majefty cedes and guaranties, in full right to his Catholic Majefty, 
Eaft Florida, as alfo Weft: Florida. His Catholic Majefty agrees that the Britifh inhabitants, 
or others who may have been fubj^fts of the King of Great Britain in the faid countries, may 
retire in full fccurity and liberty, where they ftiall think proper, and may fell their eftates, and 
remove their cfFcfts, as well as their perfons, without being reftrained in their emigration, 
under any pretence whatfoever, except on account of debts or criminal profecutions ; the term 
limited for this emigration being fixed to the fpacc of eighteen months, 10 be computed from 
the day of the exchange of the ratifications of the pTcfcnt treaty ; but if, from the value of the 
polTcflions of the Englifh proprietors, they (hall not be able to diljpofe of them within the faid 
tcnii, then his Catholic Majefty lhall grant tlicm a prolongation proportioned to that end. It 
is further ftipulated, that his Britannic Majefty lhall have the power of removing from Eaft 
Florida all the cfFcfts which may belong to him, whether artillery or other matters. 

“ VI, The intention of the two high contrafling parties being to prevent, as much as pof- 
fiblc, all the caufes of complaint and mifunderftanding heretofore occafioned by the cutting of 
wood for dying, or logwood; and feveral Englifli fcttleraents having been formed and ex- 
tended under that pretence, upon the Spanifh continent; it is cxprefsly agreed, that his Bri- 
tannic Majefty’s fubjcfls lhall have the right of cutting, loading and carrying away logwood, 
in the diftrifl lying between the rivers Wallis or Bcllize, and Rio Hondo, taking the courfe 
of the faid two ‘rivers for unalterable boundaries^; fo as that the navigation of them be common 
to both nations, to wit, by the river Wallis or Bcilizev from the fea^ afeending as far as op- 
pofitc to a lake or inlet which runs into the land, and forms an iftiimus or neck, with another 
fmalier inlet, which comes from the fide of Rio Ncuvo^ or New River; fo that the line of 
fepararion lhall pafs ftrait acrofs the faid iftbmus, and meet another lake farn>ed by the water 
of Rio Neuvo, or New River, at its current. The faid line fliall cemtinue with the courfc of 
Rio Neuvo, defeending as far as^oppofitc to a river, the fourcc of which is marked in the map, 
between Rio Neuvo and Rio Hondo, and which empties itfclf into Rio Hondo ; which river 
fhall alfo ferve as a common boundary as far as its jan&ion with Rio Hondo ; and from thence 
defeending by Rio Hondo to the fea, as the whole is marked on the map which the plenipo- 
tentiaries of the two crowns have thought proper to make ufe of, for afccrtainiiig the points 
agreed upon, to the end that a good correfpondcncc may reign between the two nations, and* 
that tbcEnglifti workmen, cutters and labourers may norrrelspafs from aw uncertainty of the 
boundaries* The refpeftive commiflaries fliall fix upon convenient places^ in the* territory 
above marked out, in order that his Britannic Majefty’s fubjefts employed in the felling of 
logwood, may, without mtcrrtrpiiooj build therein houfes and magazines neceftary forthem^* 

fclttSf . 
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iv’.'S their Utmihes, an<l their cfFcfls , and his Catholic Majefly alTnrcs to them the enjoy- 
iH' nf ol‘ all that is c;\[>riiK;vl in the preient article ; provided that thcTc flipulatlons (hall not h? 
c*-';<!h]crf\l a-; c!ero:;alirr:; in any wile hoin his ri;;hts of ruveivi;Lpity. 'J'hcrcforc nil thcEnpJilh 
who luny he dil'iK rlhd in aiiv otlier pairs, wivjthcr on the Spaniih continent, or in any of the 
i hands what, foe ver, dependent on the iiforcfild Spanilh contin.ciu, and for whatever rcafon it 
iiiipht liC, without exception jiinU retire within the di drift which lias brcji above clcrcrihtd, 
in the fpacc ofciohiccn months, to be conipCiieJ from the c\'clian^i;e of the ratifications ; anj 
ioi this purpolh eiders lliall be illbed on the part <>i Ids ijntannlc Majdly ; and on that of his 
CiUludic A!aj'. fiv, hi.^ governors lhall he ordeicd to grant to the Engiiil), dilpcricd, every eon- 
vcnicncc poffiLdc for t’leir removing to the Icttlernciit agreed ujion bv the prcfcnt article, f)r f >r 
ictlftng wlivicvcr ihey lhaii think proper* It is likewife ftipulated, llrar if any forlihratioits 
.fhonlJ aftiudlv have been hcr<. toforc crtftej within tlic liiniis niarkL'd our, his Ihitannie. M:t- 
jcilv htriii caufe tin in all to be dcmolilhcd ; and he will order l)is fubjefts not to liuiid anv ii:;w 
o’lcs. I'he Kngihh inhvibitnnts who lhall fettle iheic for tlie cutting of logw 0(;d, lhall Lve p; r- 
iTiitVed to enjoy a free hnict v for tlicir fubiiflence, on tlic coafli of llie diflrift nlmve agreed r-n,, 
or of tlic illands fituated oppoftc thcretOi without being in anv wife diflurbed on tliar accouio;, 
provided they do notcflahlifh tlKtufclvcs, in any manner on t!jc faid iilrnds. 

\ il. Mis Catiiohc hlaicfly fhall rcftorc to Great Britain, tlic ifLmds o.f Piovidence, and. 
tlic JJaiiamas, w' ithout cxccjuion, in the i'amc condition tliey wcic in when rliey wcu: conou. r- 
cd by the arms of the K ing of Spain. 'The fame ilipuiations infei \<\\ in the fifth article of ihi ; 
treaty fhali tiKe place in favour of' the Spauilh fubjefts, with regard to tlic iflands meulir ncJ 
in the pi dent article, 

Vl!i. ft!) the countries and territories, winch iriav liavc been, or vvliicl'i m:iv be con- 
quered in any part of tlie world wltaifoever, by tlie arms of Ids Hriranuic Miiedv, as wei! >-1. 
Ijv t.lioieot Ids Catholic Ma*]elly, vvldich arc nor includci! in tie pvel’cnt trc'atv, n ‘itlnn* uiiu:.: 
tlie licaJ of cefhons, nor under the licad of riilitutious, lhall be redo: cd w.it!iout didici.dy, 
and \N iJluvur rx;puiung any coin[>c)il’ation, 

“ iX* ] m mediate I y after tiic CAcliange of the ratiiicntimu', the two Idgh contvaftinp; panic,: 
fScdil com.nihnu ies to ticat: conctniing new arrange meins of cr)inTH-‘‘rcc bttwcrn ili-j iwc/ 

on tlic bad?; of rcciprociiy and mutual convenience; whicli ai ran go mein ^ li.edi he 
fettled ai>d cmoiciiukd witiiin the fpar.c of two yeaiK, to be tompun j from llic lirlt. o. 


Cnvaarv, i 

X. ,As it i,? ncccffarv to Dppf,>*!)t acei't-din period for the rtdrjiiplons and ev acuarh:!!” to l-c 
lu’de by each cjfthc high contiafting parties, it is agreed, th'^U' the King ^.f (jrc.U Hiiudci fiisd 
eauU: Ceil f iorida to be cvaciiuic.d three nn?m!\\ after tlic tatifeat ion of the ]uchnl, irt irv, -o' 
{'('Oiicr if h can he done. 'Tlir Kiiij; Oi’ (u'vAi biUain iTudi, In r.Ka manner, enter a;gr>i;i InRi 
poiTnilon of the idatuX of Ihovidcnrr, and the b.ihamas, uithoe? cv*"epi:on, in the h :to.‘ ol 
three monihs alnjj the lalifiration. of the: preicnt treatv, or f-joinr i{‘ il can U : d.nnc. In roh- 
jhout nee Vv'hcicfbh tlie nccLflaiy oulcis Ih'Hl be lent bv car ii 'of the higii coniiafting p.n ti''% 
with rcripiovvd fjaifporis for the jhips whichhliah carry than, immediately a,itc,i’ the latifeMOon 
1 Iva jucic nt treatv. 

XL rijclr ilrircnnic and Catholic ?d yV''fbcs pvomife to obf.c’vc hnccrelv, and 
liu. riiLu.les comaiofd and fdlaljiijhrd in tlic p>refcin t'cr.ty : and they w'ii'l not IwiFcr the l:c c,- 
lii tm jnfLngcd,, dircftly oi ii?dr.eftly, in. iLtir ivipcCtive iubjefls : and ihc faid frgh coiiuice 1- 

if's’ 



Of T II R ORIGIN or C O Kf M R R C H. 


5^3 

r». 

3783 ing parties guaranty to each other, generally and reciprocally, all the llipulations of the pre- 
lent treaty. 

“ XU. T he folcmn ratifications of tlic prefent treaty, prepared in good and due fniti, flcilt 
lie exchanged in this city id' Veilaillcb, between the lugh coiUrafting paitjcs, in tlic ipace of 
one ntontl), or iboner if po'iTfolc, to he computed trom the day of the llipralurc ot the prefent: 
treaty* In witncls wiiLieof, we, the undcr-wi itten ainhalladoi s eKriaordliKiry and minilters 
plenipotentiary, b,ave ligned with our hands, and their nuncs, and by virtue ol our rcipeftive 
full yujWLr:;, the prclv;ut clellnilivc treaty, and have cauieJ the leals ol our ariiis to be afxiircd 
theieto. 

“ Done nt Vcrfaillcsj, the third day of September, 1783. 

(L. S.) Le Comtf D'ArtVXda. 

(L. S.j M ANCHlZSTLltf* 

I) K C L A R A r 1 O N. 

The new fr.atc in which commerce mav perhaps be found, in all parts ot tliewciiJ, wiil 
demand and c:q*lan:aion> of tiie lubfiiling treaties; but an cfuiic abiogntion wJ ili. lc 

:»e'nies, in whauncr period it might be, would threw commerce itno. fuch contc^ion as vvuuid 
be oi infinite piciudicc to it. 

In I'euiu- of tlie Tjcalies ol'tliis fort there arc not*oniy articles whicli relate riu-tc ly to com- 
mere*:, b'Ut many others whicli infiire Tcci'uocaily, to tlic rd’pcctivc iul>ieSis, privileges, 
liiits for co!i'h.KHj ng: their aiiinis, perl'onal ])rotcdions, and other ad\anrages, vvhlcii au; not, 
and* whir.h (mglit not to be of a cltangealde nature, luch as the rcgulruion s jciatnig merely to 
tiic value of ucoiK andi meiehandi^a*, variable fiom circumlVanccs ol eveiy kind. 

\\ lien Thcrefue tl-.e lliuc of the trade between the two nations (!);d! l'>c treated upon, it is 
Tcnuhite to be uiuleniood, tliat the alicrailoits vv iiich mav be nnule in the i'uhfdntv; 
arc to extend oniv in. arrangements merely coanttercial ; and that tire privileges and ::dvrnita ;M 
mutual and parlh:ul:u', be not oidy pieiei vc J un each llJe, but even augnieiUeJ, it il can 
i’ic done. 

In this view, his M.i'uftvbas confentcJ to the appoitumcr.t of ccinmilTancs, on cacia 
fide, who ihall neat I’olclv upon thi.^ objcvt. 

Done ai, Vciiaiilvs, ilie third of Scplcmbcr, 1783. 

(L. S.) A'ce nRSTLr.d’'' 


C O U N T \l R -DEC Ih A R A T 1 O N. 

The Catbiolic King, in propoiing new arrangements of commerce, has Itad no other dr* 
ihn than to rernedv, by the rules of reciprocity and mutiinl ecnvenicnce, wharever inav };e ik- 
Aciive ;n preceding ireataes ofconimcice. I'he Ring oi (ireat britain may juige from thence, 
that tlic intention of his Catliollc Majefv i> not in any manner to caneel all the fipulatoma 
comtainecl iit the rihovc-mrnticmcd treaties; he ducle.rcs, on the eoniiarv. tioni henccfortlp, 
that lie is dupoled to maintain all the iprivileges, facilities, and aJvantages, expreiled in the 
old treaties, as far as the v (hall be rcciprocab or eornj>cnla:Ld by equivalent advantages. It is 
io attaia this end, defred on each fide, that ccmmhilirics are to be named to treat upon tlic 
■fUitc of trade between the tv\o nations, and that a conhvieralu’c fpaec ul tune is to be allowid 
foi compicatirpg their vyoik. Ills Cath<^lic ■Maic'dy hope? that thi’; objcA vs ill be pmfued wim 
ihc fiuue good faith, and with the fame fpiirl of coivahallou, vauch have proildeJ over rlic 

ditcuihoi’i 
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1 783 lc‘Ivc‘s, their femilics, ant! their efTcfts' ; and his Catholic Majefty afliires to them the enjoy- 
jne nt of all that is expreifed in the prefent article ; provided that thefe ftipulatlons fhall not be 
confidered as derogating in any wife from hi:> rights of fovereignty. Therefore all the Englifh 
who may be dlfperfed in any other parts, whether on the Span ilh continent, or in any of the 
iflaiuls whatfoever, dependent on the aforefaid Spanifh continent, and for whatever rcafon it 
might be, without exception, ihall retire within the diilrift which has been above deferihed, 
in the fpacc of eighteen months, to be compfited from the exchange of the ratitications ; and 
for this purpofc orders fhall be ilTucd on the part of his Britannic Majefty ; and on that of his 
Catholic Majt fty, lus governors lhall be ordered to grant to the Englifh, difperfed, every con- 
venience poffible for their removing to the fcttlement agreed upon by the prefent article, or for 
retiring wherever they lhall think proper. It is likevvife ftipnlatcd, that if any fortifications 
fhould aftually have been heretofore erefted within the limits marked our, his Britannic Ma- 
jelly lhall caufe tliem all to be demolifhed; and he will order his fuhjcQs not to build any new 
ones. The Engiilh inhabitants who lhall fettle there for the cuttiug of logwood, lhall be per- 
mitted to enjoy a free ftflicry for their fubhftencc, on the coafts of the (hftrift above agreed on, 
or of the Hknds ftuated oppolitc thereto, without being in any wife dillurbcd on that account; 
provided they do noteftablifh thcinfelvcs, in any manner on the faid inancls, 

‘‘ VIL His Catholic Majcfly fkall reftorc to Great Britain, the tflands of Providence, anvl 
the Bahamas, without exception, in the fame condition tlicy were in when tlic y were con(|iu;r- 
ed by the arms of the King of Spain* Tho fame ftipulatioas inferred in the fiftli article of this 
treaty lhall take place in favour of the Spanifh fubjcAs, with regard to the iflands mentioned 
in the prefent article. 

V UL All tlie coxmtrics and territories, which tiiay havT 1)Ccn, or which m.7y he con- 
quered in any part of the world wbatfoever, by the arms of his Britannic Majeny, as welt .is 
by thofeof his Catholic Majerty, which arc not included in the prefent treaty, neither under 
the head of ceflions, ncr under the head of reflitutions, lhall be rcflorcd witliout diflicuhy, 
and without retjuiiing any compenfation. 

‘‘ !X. Immediately after the exchange of the ratifications, the tivo high contra Aing parlies 
fliall name comrniirarics to treat concerning new arrangements of commerce between the two 
on the balls of reciprocity and mutual corrvcnic'ncc ; winch a! ra!ig(?mcjus find) 1)C 
fettled and coi^cluded withhi the fpacc of two years, to be computed from the ftrll ol 
January, 1784. 

X. As it is necelTary to appoint a certain period for the refiitutions and evacuations to be 
made by each of the high contraAing parties, it is agreed, that the King of Great Britain fhall 
caufc Eail f loridrr to be evacuated three months after the ratification of the }>rcfcnt treaty, or 
foo)»er if it can be done. The King of Gi cat Britain fhall, in like manner, enter again into 
poffeffion of the iflands of Providence, and the Bahamas, wntliout exception, in the fpacc of 
three months after the ratification of the prefent treaty, or fooncr if it can be done. In con- 
feqnence whereof, the nccefiary orders lhall he font by each of the Iiigh contraAing parties, 
with reciprocal paflports for the fitips which*lhall cany them, immediately after the nithication 
of tlie prefent treaty. 

XK Their Britannic and Catholic Majcfllc; prornife to obferve finccrcly, and hona 
»il the articles contained and cftablifhed in the prefent treaty ; and tht7 will not fuficr the flunc 
to be infringed, dtrcAly or indircAly. by their refpcclivc fubjcAs: and tiu: faid high conlraA- 
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1783 5ng parties guaranty to each other, generally and reciprocally, all the ftipulatlons of the p re- 
lent treaty. 

XI 1 . The folcmn ratifications of theprefent treaty, prepared in good and due form, fluill 
be exchanged in this city of Vcrfailles, between the high conlrafting parties, in the fpacc of 
one month, or fooricr if polTible, to be computed from the day of the fignaturc of the prefent 
treaty* In wltncfs wlicreof, we, the under-written anii>:inadois extraordinary and minifters 
plenipotentiary, have fgned with our hands, and their names, and by virtue of our rcfpcctive 
full powers, the prefent definitive treaty, and have caufccl the fcals of our arms to be ailixed 
thcieto. 

Done at Vcrfailles^ the third day of September, 1783. 

‘‘ (L. S.) Le Comte D’Aranda. 

(L. S.) M ANCHESTEJU"' 

DECLARATION* 

I'lic new flatc in which commerce may perhaps be found, in all parts of the world, will 
demand tcviiions and explanations of the fublllling treaties ; but an entire abiogatlon of thole 
treaties, in whatever period it might be, would throw commerce into fuch contufion as would 
lx: of infinite prejudice to it. 

“ In fome of the treaties of this fort there arc not* only articles wdiich relate merely to com- 
merce, hut many others which infure reciprocally, to the refpeftive fubjccls, p! i%i!r2e';, faci- 
jiiirs for condufting tlicir affairs, perfonal proteftions, and other advantages, which are not, 
an*.! which ought not to be of a changeable nature, fuch as the regulations lelatiag merely to 
the value of goods and rnerchaudi;fc, variable from circumftanccs of cveiy kind. 

When therefore tlic Aatc of the trade between the two nations fhall be treated upon, it is 
rcquifite to he vindciilood, that the alterations which may be made in the fubfiling tieatjcs 
arc to extend only to arrangements merely commercial ; and that the privileges and advantages 
mutual and particular, be not only preferved on each fide, but even augmented, it it can 
be done. 

“ In tills view, bis Majefty has confentcJ to the appointment of cornnufiiirics, on. each 
fide, who Iball tical folcly upon this objcil. 

l.)one at Vcrfailles, the third of September, 1783. 

“ (L. S.) Manchestep..’^ 

C O U N T E R - D E C L A R A T I O N. 

“ The Catholic King, in propofing new arrangements of commerce, has had no other dc-« 
ligii than to remedy, by the rules of reciprocity and mutual convenience, whatever may be clc- 
fedive in preceding treaties of commerce. The King of Great Britain may judge from thence, 
that tiic intention of liis Catholic Majclly is not in any manner to cancel all the fupulations 
contained in the above-mentioned treaties ; he declares, on the contrary, from henceforth, 
that he is difpofed to maiiitain all the privileges, facilities, and advantages, expreffed in the 
old treaties, as far as they Ihall be reciprocal, or conipcntatcd by equivalent advantages. It is 
to attain this end, defired on each fide, that ccmmilliirlcs arc to be named to treat upon the 
Hate of trade between the two nations, and that a coufidcrnhle fpacc of lime is to be allowed 
for compleating their vyoik. His Catholic Majefiy hopes that this objeft will be purfued' with 
the fame good faith, and with the fame fpirit of conciliation, whidi have prdldcd over rlic 

difeuilioix 
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1783 difcufTion of all the other points included in the definitive treaty ; and liis faid MajcQy is 
equally confident, that the refpe^ive commiflarics will employ the utnioli diligence for the 
completion of this important work. 

“ Done at Vci failles, the third of September, 1783* 

(L. S.) Le Comte D’Arand A.’* 

^hc drfinUlve ^Treaty of Peace and Friend /hip hetu'een hh Brhanmc MajeJly and the 

United States of jdmerica. 

** Aiticle T. His Britannic Majclly acknowledges the faid United States* viz. New Hamp- 
fltiie, Maflachnfets Bay, Rhode Iflarid and Providence Plantations, Connc£licut, New York, 
New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina 
and Georgia, to be free, fovereign, and independent flatcs ; that he treats with them as fuch ; 
and for himfelf, his heirs and fucceflbrs, rcltnquilhes all claims to the government, propriety, 
and territorial rights of the fame, and every part thereof. 

II. And that all difputes which might arife in future on the fubjeft of the boundaries of 
of the faid United States may be prevented, it is hereby agreed and declared, that the 
following arc, and fliall be, their boundaries, viz. from the north-wed angle of Nova 
Scotia, to tliat angle which is formed by a line drawn due north, — from the fourcc oi 
St. Croix river to the Highlands, along the faid Highlands, which divide thofe livers that 
empty therafelvcs into the river St. Laurence, — from thofe which fall into the Atlantic 
Ocean, to the north weflernmod head of Conneidicut river, — thence down along the midd!: 
of that river, to the 45th degree of north latitude, — from thence by a line due wed on that 
latitude, until it drikes the river Iroquois or Cateraquy, — thence along the middle of tl^e laid 
river into the lake Ontario, through the middle of that lake, until it drikes the communication 
between the faid lake and the lake Erie, — thence along the middle of that commuiiicalion into 
lake Eric, through the middle of the faid Jake, until it arrives at the water communication 
between that lake and I^akc Huron, — thence along the. middle of the faid water communica- 
tion, — thence through the middle of the faid lake to the w'ater communication between that 
lake and Lake Superior, — thence through Lake Superior, northward of the illes Royal and 
Philiipcaux, to the Long Lake, — thence through the middle of the faid Long Lake, and tlic 
water communication between it and the Lake of the Woods, to the faid Lake of the Woods,— 
thence through the faid Lake to the mod norlh-wcdern point of it ; and from tlicncc, in a due 
well coiirfe, to the river MjiblTippi, — thence by aline to be drawm along the middle of ilu: laid 
river Mifiiflippi, until it fhall interfeel the northernmoft part of the 31 ft degree of north lati-* 
tude. — South, by a line to be drawm dueeaft, from the determination of the line laft-mcntion- 
cd, in the latitude of 31 degrees north of the Equator, to the middle of the river Apalachicola, 
or Catahouchc, — thence along the middle thereof, to its jundliou with the river Flint, — 
thence ftrait to tlie head of St, Mary’s River, and thence down along tlic middle of St Mary’s 
River to the Atlantic Ocean.-— Eaft, by a line to be drawn along the middle of the river Sl 
C roix, from its mouth in the Bay of Fandy, to its fourcc ; and from its fourcc, direftly norih 
to the faid Highlands, which divide the rivers that fall into the Atlantic Ocean, from thofe 
which fall into the river St. Laurence ; comprehending all iflands within 20 leagues of any p^H 
of the fh ore of the United States, and lying between lines to be drawn due call from the 
jioints where die faid boundaries, between Nova Scotia on the one part, and Eaft Florida on 

the 
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1783 the other, fliall rcfpcQively touch ihe Ray of Kuady, and the Atlantic Ocean ; excepting I'ach 
illands as noware, or heretofore have been within the limits of the laid province of Nova Scotia. 

“ HI. It is agreed, that the people of tlie United States fliall continue to enjoy, uimioleft- 
cd, the right to take fiih of every kind on the grand bank, and ott all the other banks of New- 
foundland : alfo in tliegulplj ol St. Lawrence, and at all other places in tlic fca where the in- 
liabitaiits of both countries iifed atany time hcrctoibie to filh. And alfo that the inhabitants 
ofthefTiiited States lhall have liberty to take fill 1 of every kind on fuch part of the coaft of 
Newfoundland as liritilh filhermen fhall ufe, (but not to dry or cure the fame on that illand} and 
alfo on thccoafls, bays, and creeks of all other of bis Britannic Majefly’s dominions in Anic- 
lica 1 and thaMhe American fifhcrmrn ihall have liberty to dry and cure fifh in any of the un* 
fettled bays, harbours, and creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen lilands, and Labrador, fo long 
the fame lhall remain unfetticd , but fo foon as the fiimc, or either of them, fliall be fettled, 
it lhall not be lawful fbr the faid fifhcrmrn to dry or cure fifh at fuch fettiement without a 
previous agreement for that purpofe with the inhabitants, proprietors, or poficflbi s of tire ground. 

IV. It is agreed, tliat creditors on either fide friall meet with no lawful impediment to 
the recovery of the full value, in flcrling money, of all bona fide debts heretofore contraded, 

“ V. It is agreed, that the Congrefs lhall earnefily recommend ir to the Icginaturcs cf the 
rerpedlive fiates, 10 provide for tlie reftitution of all cllatcs, rights., and properties, which have 
been conillcatcd, belonging to real Britilh fubjedVs, add alfo ofthceftates, rights and properties of 
pcrlons iclidcni in ditlrifls in the pollcfficn of his Majefty's arms, and w*ho have not borne arms 
againft the faid United States : and tliat perfons of any other defeription fhall have free bbcriv 
I0 go i(jr*^ny part or parts of any of the 'rhirtecn Ihiilcd States, and therein to remain twelve 
months unrnolcded in thdr endeavours to obtain the reflitution vof fuch of their cflaics, lights 
and properties', as may liavc been cortfifcalcd : and that Congrefs lhall alfo canidlly iccom- 
niend to il‘C fcvcrul Hates, a rcconfidcrafion and revifion of all afts or hiws regaiding the pre- 
niifes, fo ns to render the faid laws or aits pcrfc<Sly confident not only with jufticc and erjuitv, 
but with that ijurit of conciliation which, on the return of the bklfings of peace, flitnild uni- 
^ell’al}v ptevaih And that Congrefs lhall alfo.earncfily recommend to the feveral ilato.?, that 
the cllatcs, rights, and properties, of fuch laft-mentio ned perfons lhall he reftored to them, 
they refunding to any pcifons wlio may be now in poficlfion of the bond fide price (where 
l:as been given) which fuch perfons may have paid on purchafing any of die faid lands, riglu^j, 
or properties, fince die confifeation, 

“ And it is agreed, that all perlbns who have any intcreft in confifeated lands, either !)v 
debts, marriage fctticiiicms, or otherwife, fhall meet with no lawful impediment in the prole- 
cution of their juft rights. 

VI. That there lhall be no future cemfifeations made, nor any profccutlons commenced 
againft any perfon or perfons, for or by reafon of the part which he or they may have taken 
in tlie prefent w«tr ; and that no perfon lhall, on that account, fufter any further lofs or damage 
either in his pcrlbn, liberty, or property; and that thofe who may be in confinementon fucli 
•Khaiges at the tiit!^ of the ratificadon of the treaty in America, fhall be immediately fet at 
liberty, arid the profecutions fo commenced he difeontinued. 

VIL There lhall a firm and perpetual peace between kis Britannic Majefty and the 
faid States, and between the lubjcas of the one and the citizens of the other, wherefore, all 
hoflihties, bodi by fea and land, ftiall from henceforth ceafe : all prifoncTS on both fidcs lhall 
be fet at liberty, and his Britannic Majefly fhall, with all convcivieiu ipeed, and \\ith.>ut 
Voa.. IV. 3 S 



^o6 AK historical and cm R O N 0 L OG 1 C a I, SEIX7CTION 

A. n. 

jjSji c-iufing any dtftraflion, or carrying away any negroes, or other property of the American 
inhabitants, w ithdraw all his armies, garrifons, and Beets, from the laid United States, and 
from every port, place, .arid harbour within the fame ; leaving in all fortiBcations the Ameri- 
can artillery that may be therein ; and (hall alio order and caufe all archives, records, deeds, 
and papers, belonging to any of the faid States, or tlicir citizens, which in tbejcourie of the 
w ar may have fallen into the hands of his offioers, to be forthwith reftored and delivered to the 
proper ftates and petfons to whom they belong. 

“ VIII. The navigation of the river Mifliflippi, from its fourcc to the ocean, lhall for ever 
remain free and open to the fabjeds of Great Britain, and the citizens of the United States. 

“ IX. In cafe it ihould fo happen, that any place or territory belonging to Great Britain, 
or to the United States, fhouid have been conquered by the arms of either from the other, 
before the arrival of tire faid providonat articles in America, it is agreed, that the fame lhall 
be reftored without difficulty, and without requiring any compenfatiou. 

“ X. The foleran ratifications of the prefent treaty, expedited in good and due form, lhall 
he exchanged between the contrafling parties in the fpacc of fix months, or fooner if poffibJe, 
to be computed from the d^ of the fignature of the prefent treaty. 

In wknefs whereof, we, the undcr-figned, their minifters plenipotentiary, hav«, in their 
name, and in virtue of our full powers, figned with our hands the jMxfcnt definitive treaty, 
and caufed tire feals of our arms to be affixed thereto. 

“ Done at Paris, this third day of September, 1783. 

“ (L. S.) D. Hartley. 

“ (L. S.) John Adams. 

“ {L. S.) B. Frankliut. 

“ (L. S.) John Jay.” 

The definitive treaty with the States General of tire United Provinces of the Low Coun- 
tries, was not figned till the month of May in tlic fuccceding year. 

The peace was proclaimed at London on the fifteenth of . September, in this year, with all 
the ufual folemnitics. 

On the eleventh of N'ovcrabcr the two Houfes of Parliament met for the difpatch of bufi- 
nefs, when the fpeech from the throne informed them concerning the ftatc of the treaties of 
peace, and the happy profped there was, that the fi:veral parties to thofe treaties would concur 
with the King in his inclination to keep the calamities of war at a diftance. The rcafon of 
their being called together after focli a Ihort recefs was then explained : tire fituation of the 
Eaft India Company was reprefented as doming their utmoft exertions, and the providing for 
the fecurity and increafe of the revenue, by the fuppreffion of the illicit trade, was ftrongly re- 
commended. The Houfe of Commons was informed, that the redudions which had been 
made in the naval and military cftablilhments were brought as low as prudence would admit, 
and that it was not doubted but the fortitude which had hitherto fupported the nation under fo 
many difficulties, would make her bear with cbcarfulnefs the burthens which the prefent ex- 
igencies would require, and which were necellary for the full fopport of the national credit.— 
The fpeech concluded with iccornmending temper and moderation in all thek deliberations, 
and with hoping, that, as in many refpefls our fituation was new, that counfels would pro- 
vide what that fituation called for, and that their wifdom would give permanency to whatever 
had been found beneficial by the experience of ages. 

The 
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,783 The affairs of the Eaft India Company were, at this time, in fuch a (ituation as to demand 
fomc immediate as well as effeftual regulations, and the prelent adruiniAration were determin- 
ed to provide them. Mr. Fox, accordingly, on the i8ih of November, moved for leave to 
bring in a bill for vefting the affairs of the Eaft India Company in the hands of certain com- 
miffioncrs, for the benefit of the proprietors and the public. 

It was, perhaps, impoffible for a fubjeft of greater dignity and weight to be brought under 
the infpeftion of Parliament: it involved* a principal fource of our commerce and opulence: 
it was intimately connefted with the honour and fair feme of the Briiifh nation, and was preg- 
nant with happinefs or mifery to 30,000,000 of people. The patronage and the wealth of 
India might alfo be confidered as a continual fource of induence and corruption, and if placed 
without controul, might tend to overturn tl»t balance of the conftitution, on which our 
liberties depend. 

The bill for veiling the government in commiffioners, was accompanied with a fecond bill, 
the profclTcd objeft of which was, the precluding all kinds of arbitrary and deipotic proceed- 
ings from the adrainiftration of tire territorial poilcdions icc§; 

As tbefe two bills embrace fuch an Important objeS, occafioned fuch a national ferment, and 
met with fuch an uncommon fate, wc ftiall here infert abftrads of them. 

Abstract of a Bili- for vefting the Affairs of tl^e East India Company in the Hands 
of certain Commiffioners for tlie Benefit of the Proprietors and the Public. 

“ Whereas great diforders have prevailed and do ftill increafe in the mairagement of the 
territorial poffeflions, revenues, and commerce of this kingdom in the Eaft Indies, diminifh- 
ing the piolperityof the natives, and impairing, and threatening with utter ruin, the valuable 
intcrefts of this nation in that country. 

“ That the government and management of the prefent direflors and proprietors be fuf- 
pended. 

“ That William Earl FitTwiliiam, the Right Honourable Frederic Montagu, George Lord 
Vifeount Lewiffiam, the Honourable George Auguftus North, Sir Gilbert Flliot, Bari. 
Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart, and Robert Gregory, Efij. be conflituted Direflors, with the feveral 
powers of the former court of direflors and general court of proprietors. 

“ That the above direflors immediately enter into pofleflion of all lands, tenements, books, 
records, vcflels, goods, money, and fi^curicies, in trufl for the Company. 

“ That Thomas Cheap, George Coming, Richard Hall, John Harrifon, jofeph Sharp, 
John Mkhic, Jobti Smith, George Tatcm, and James Moffat, Efquircs, proprietors eacli of 
them of 2,oool. Company’s ftock at Icaft, be affiftant direflors, entirely Aibordinate to the 
principal direflors. 

“ That any vacancy in the board, of direflors be filled by his Majcfty, under his fign 
manual, within twenty days. 

“ That any vacaiKy in the board of afliftant direflors, be filled by the majority of propri- 
etors, qualified as formerly, not by ballot, but in an open court. 

“ Tliat any five of the direflors be empowered to remove any of the affiftant direflors, 
entering in their journals their rcafons for the removal. 

“ That William Earl Fitawilliam be chairman of the board of direflors, and the Right 
Honourable Frederic Montagu be deputy-chairman, with the rcvcrfion of the chair: future 
vacancies in thelc offices to be fupplied by the cleflioii of the direflors. 

• 384 
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1783 “ That t!ic chairman, or in his abfencc the deputy chairman, have power to furnmon any 

extraordinary UKCting of the board, and to propofc the bufinefs 10 be flrft coufidered, with 
the privilege of a cafting voice; the majority of the dircAors however being at iibeity to 
adjourn their meetings as they (hall think proper. 

That the diicftors vote openly, and in any difference of opinion, except as to the clcAion 
to ofSces of a perfori not having before been in the Company’s fcrvicc, enter upon their 
journals their reafons for their vote. ^ 

That no perfon concerned in any mercantile manner with the company. 

“ That no perfon charged wdth corrupt prafticc, peculation, or opprcflioii in India, within 
two years before the time of bis nomination, until the directors, or three of them, lliall have 
examined into and acquiti® him of the charge. 

** That no perfon who has been, or fhali hereafter be, in the Company's fcrvice in India, 
until two years from his return be elapfed, be capable of being a direftor, or affiftant dircAor. 

That the dlrcAors, once in every fix months, lay before the general court of proprietors 
an cxaA ftate of their accoun(|* 

That the direAors, within twenty days after the commencement of every feifion of Par- 
liament, hy before the commiifioncrs of the treafury, to be fubmitted to both houies ot Par- 
liament, an accurate fiatc of their accounts and cftablifhmcnls, 

“ That the direAors have full powers to remove, or fufpend, every perfon from any ftation, 
civil or military, in the company’s fcrvicc. 

That every charge of peculation, ufury, receipt of prefents, oppreffion or breach of ordci ; , 
tianfmitted to the direAors, he examined by them within twenty days, and if they fhall not 
think proper to recal, or order a profecution againft the perfon fo charged, each direAor enter 
in their journals his rcal'ons for declining thofe fteps, 

7 'hat the direAors, before they confirm the appointment themfclvcs, or fuffer the deprn- 
turefrom Great Britain for India of any perfon againft whom any fuch charge has been ma<le, 
make a full examination into the fubjeA of the charge, and cn^er upon their journals their 
reafons for not attending to if, 

** I'hat in cafe of any difference between the governor-general and council of Bengal, or 
between any of the prefidents and tlicir councils; or between the government of one fcttlcnK iu* 
and the government of another, the direAors enter into an examination of the diflFcrcncc with- 
in twenty days, and within three months either come to a definitive dccifion, or enter upon 
their journals their reafons for not coming to fuch a dccifion. 

That in cafe of any queftion fubmitted to the direAors by any of the prefidencies in India, 
the direAors return an anfwcr to the queftion within three months, or enter upon their journals 
the reafons of their delay. 

** That, in cafe of any breach of treaty, injury, or grievance, committed againft any Prince 
lit India, complained of, or otherwife coming to the knowledge of the direAors, the direAors 
enquire into fuch injury as fpeedily as maybe, begin their examination by conlidcring the trea- 
ties or orders of the former direAors and court of proprietors, and do complete juflicc to fuch 
Prince on every material article of complaint, and not upon the whole in grofs* 

That three of the direAors form a board. 

“ That the corrcfpondence of the direAors be figned by their feerctary. 

“ That the direAors and afiiftaiit direAors, be incapable of holding any office in tl»c com- 
pany's fervicc, or any place of profit from the crown during plcafurc. 

Q That 
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1783 ** That it be lawful for his Majcfty to remove any of the direftors or affiftant dircflors, 

upon an adJrefs from cltiicr Houfe of Parliament, 

“ That any diieftor l>crt:after to be appointed by his Majcfty, be not difqiialified from fitting 
in the Houfe of Commons. 

“ 7 'hat the aftiftant dircSors receive from the company a clear yearly falary of 500I# 

That this aft continue in force for four years.” 

ft 

Abfliaft of a Bill for the better Government of the Territorial PolTcfiions and 

Dependencies in India. 

«< Whereas great diforders have prevailed in the government of the Britiih Eaft Indies, and 
the laws and lawful authority of this kingdom, have not bediw uly obeyed by the fervants of 
the Eaft India Company. 

That no authority is, or was intended to be granted by an aft of the r3th of Geo. III. 
(Lord North’s Eaft India bill) or by any other aft to tiic governor general and council of 
Bengal, or any oiher perfon, exempting them from a ft obedience to die orders of tlic late 
court of direftors, or the future orders of the commiffioners, named, inftead of thatcouit, in 
an aft of this fcflion of Parliament. 

That the orders of the late court of direftors be confidcred as rules for the conduft of the 
Ccunpany’s fervants, until notice fhall be given by the commiffi oners of. any alteration or 
repeal. 

“ That the reftriftions and provifions of the aft 13th Geo. III. were not intended, and arc 
licrcby exprefsiy declared not to be confined to the forts, faftories, and other fubordiiiatc j'Ihccs 
in the fcttleinent of Fort William, but extend to all ordinances iffued by the governor general 
and council of Fort William. 

‘‘ *riiat an abftraft of fiich ordinances be regiftered and affixxJ in the Perfian and Hiiuloftan 
languages, in every provincial court in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and OriJa, or in tlie 
tcniiory to which they relate. 

“ 'Fhat the powers of the governor general and council, or of any prefident and council, I)C 
incapable of being delegated, and that no proceedings in tlic execution of any fpccial commif- 
i\on be finally approved, until a full report, accompanied with vouchers, be made to the 
governor general and council, or prefident and council. 

That all communications of aity native Prince or his agent, or any Britifli refident, or 
i'libordinatc fcttlemcnt, or colieftov of revenue, lliall be addreffed to (be governor general and 
council, or prefident and council, and all fuch communications, however adJrcllcd, be hid 
before the council. 

That the governor general or prefident may adjourn the coufideration of any queftion in 
the refpeftive couneik for tlic fpacc of fuclt queftions not to be adjourned 

oftner lima 

“ That the governor general and council, or prefident and council, iliall not exchange any 
teiritory, or accept any acquifition. 

‘‘ That the governor general and council do not invade the territory of any independent 
Prince, until a majority in council, in minutes lubfcribcd by each member conipofing the 
majority, lhall declare that fuch Prince is about to attack tlie territory of the Company or their 
dependencies* 


That 
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1783 That tlic governor general and council, or prefident and council, do not form any alliance 
for the purpofe of dividing or lliaring aiiy territory, 

“ That the governor general and couneil, or prefidcnt and council, do not hire out any 
part of the Company’s troops to any independent Prince. 

“ That the governor general and council, or prefident and council, do not appoint to any 
office any perfon removed from any office for mifdcmoenor. 

“ That tlic governor general and council, err prcfidcnt and council, or any collcflor of 
revenue, or member of any fubordinate fettlement, do not let out to hire any farm, or other 
thing, to any fervant of any perfon in the civil fervice of the Company ; the profits of all con- 
trails, contrary to this to be recoverable from tlte principal. 

“ That all mottopoiicrw India be void. 

“ That no debt or balance exceeding in confcquence of any advance for 

anypurebafe, be recoverable after the fpace of . and no perfon be imprifoned 

for fudi debt. 

“ That, whereas by the aft 13th Geo. HI, it is enafted, That every illegal prefent be 
deemed to have been reoeived for the ule of the Company, and whereas that provifion has been 
attended with inconveaience ; that every fiich prefent^ if the fame be not corruptly given, to 
obtain any piacx or other objeft, to which the perfon giving the fame fhall not be entitled, be 
returned, and be recoverable by aftion* 

“ That in cafe the perfon giving fucli prefent, or the Company do not fue for the fame 
within months, the fame be recoverable by any perfon for bis fble ufe and benefit. 

“ That if any perfon be convifled in any of tlie courts in India of receiving any prefent 
contrary to the aft 13th Goo. Ill, fuch perfon fhall thereupon 

“ That all lands and tenements, not in the aftual.occupation of the Company, or by them 
farmed out, be deemed to be the efiate and inheritance of the native landholders and families, 
unk-fs diipoiTefied by the judgment of fome competent court for feme crime or mifdcmeanor, 
cir non-payraeru of their rent. 

“ That the rent paid by the landholders immediately before the year fhall not be 

altered or iircreafcd- 

“ That the governor general and council may reflore any landholder dirpolTeficd of his ter- 
ritory ; fubjeft neverthelefs to fuch leafes as fhall have been made before the 
and if the landholder fhall have quitted his territory open condition of receiving any penfion, 
and fhall prefer fuch penfion, that the fame upon no accountbe difeontinued. 

That no Princes engaged to keep up a body of troops for the fcrvice of tlie Company, or 
to pay any body of Englifh troops, or tx\pay any tribute for the proteftion of ti*c Company, 
be raolcfled in the enjoyment of their rights. 

“ That all perfons be amenable to the commiffioners, and to all court® of juftice of compe- 
tent jurifdiftion to try offences committed in India, for offences committed in rise territories 
of any protefted Prince. 

“ 'Pbat no fervant of the Company, or of his Majefty, take upon himfelf to oolleft w farm 
the revenues of any proltfted Princci 

“ That, if any fervant of the Company fhall invade the tcrritoriee of *ny independent 
Prince, without Written orders from the governor general and oouncili filch perfon aipon con- 
viftion thereof be ■ 


« That 
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783 That no protoftcd Prince have any other Prince dependent upon him, any farther than 
fuch Prince fliall have flood bound to him before the year the troops of thefe iaft 

not to be required without the orders of the governor general and council, or prefident and 
council. 

That the fuccciCon of the protefted Princes Ihall not be altered or difpofed of by will 
contrary to the laws of the country and the faith of treaties. 

That the prote&ed Princes do not farm any lands of the Company. 

That no protefted Prliice be permitted to rcfide for more than years in 

any of the Company’s fcttlemcnts, unicfs being expelled from his dominions. 

That no fervant of the Company have any pecunia^ tranfafkions with any protefted 
Prince i all fuch tranfaftions to be and any pc»nconvi£led of fuch tranfaftioii 

to be 

That no proiefted Prince remore, or increafe the rent of any Zemindar beyond what was 
paid in the year, 

“ I'faat all Zemindars fo difpoflefled fhall be reftored. 

That the Nabob of Arcot, the Rajah of Tanjour, or any other protefted Prince, do not 
mortgage any land to any British fubjefl: i. fuch mortgages to be and their 

produce recoverable by a£lion^ 

‘‘ That no money be received upon account of any debts from any protefted Prince, except 
fuch as were confolidated in the year without being firft examined, and ap- 

pearing to ilic commiffi oners to have been contracted in fomeopen and avowed courfe of trade, 
and not as the reward of any fervice, or for any other matter prohibited by law, or by the 
future orders of the commiiTioncrs ; the evidence in fupport of the debt to be entered in tlic 
journals of the commrflioncrs. 

“ That the difputcs between the Nabob of Arcot, and the Rajah of Tanjour, be examined 
and adjafted by the commiflionersas foou as may be, according to the principles of the treaty 
of 1762, the orders of the direflors to George Lord Pigot, and the arrangements of George 
Lord Pigot. 

That the commiflioncrs tranfmit to the governor gci>cral and council, or to the prefident 
and cou$icil of Fort St. George, or to fuch petfons as they fhall fpccially appoint, full orders 
for terminating Uic faid difputcs ; for examining the prefent Hate of the affairs, revenues and 
debts of the faid Priticcs i and the claims of Britilh fubjefts upon them; for making an im- 
mediate report to the commiflioners ; for adopting or fuggefting fuch means for the liquidation 
of the h&na debts, as fhall be confiftent with juftice to the creditors and the fcrvke of tlie 
Company, and Ihall occafion the icaff iuconvenicwcc to thefe Princes ; and for making an im- 
mediate report of their proceeding to the commiffioners. 

** 7 'liat ail Polygars difpoffeffed ffnee the year be reflored at the fame rent as 

they were liable to pay immediately before. 

That whereas difputcs have arifen refpefting the extent of the contToling power given by 
tltcaft 13th Geo* lil. to the governor general and council over the prefidenctes of Madras, 
Bombay, and Bcncookn, in matters of war, peace and treaties, the faid power do extend to all 
matters, direaiy or indircaiy tendmg to the commenccmcm of hoflilkies j the governor ge- 
neral and council to enter upon their minutes their rcafons for treating any proceeding as con- 
trary to this declaration ; and the prcfidencies, in cafe of any doubt, to fabmit to the afls of 
the governor general and council, axul to lay die cafe before the comixu&oners% 


** That 
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17S3 That it be lawful for the prcllclrncy of Bombay, in cafe of war or the clanger of war, in 
the north wefl atid vvellern coalls of India, or in tlie tcrriforics of the M ihrattas, to conclude 
any treaty, truce, or alliance with any native Prince; the prcliJcncy to infertiu futh tieaty a 
provifion, that the fame Ihall be null and void, unlefs ratified within a limited time by the 
governor general and council; to enter upon their minutes the rcalbns of their conduftvvitli 
vouchers, to tranlhur to the governor general and council, ar\d to the comniHUoners ; and to 
obey the orders of tl^e governor general until they lhall be altered by the commifiioners. 

** 'Phat the prelidency of Madras have the like power, in cafe of war or the danger of war, 
on the coaft of Coromandel, or from to on tlic coaft of Malabar, 

“ That no fervant of the Company, or agent of any protcflcd Prince, be capable of fitting 
in the Houfc of Commons ; fuch perfons afiually members of the Uoufc of Commons to fit 
during the remainder of the prefetit Parliament. 

That no peifon having been in tlie fervice of the Company, fliall be capable of fitting in 
the Houfc of Commons within after his return, or vvhilft any public profecution 

is depending againft him for any offences alleged to have been committed while he w'as in that 
fcrvicc; fuch profecutions to be commenced witliin after liis return, and to be 

determined w ithin ^ unlefs the delay be at the requeft, or through tlie default of the 

party profccutcd. ^ 

That all offences agatnft this may be profccutcd in the Supreme Court at Calcutta, iw 
tlie Mayor’s coutts, in the court of King's-bcnch, or in any other court, fpeciaily to be infii- 
tuted for this purpofc ; the powers given to the court of King’s-bcnch by the aft 13th Geo. III. 
to extend to offences againft this aft ; and in all cafes where the punifhmcnt is not herein ap- 
pointed, the court is to impofe, at their difciction, any fine not exceeding 
or imprifonment not exceeding or the incapacity of ferving the Company/* 

The arguments in favour of the fyftcra of regulation to be formed by ihefe bills, aiofe prin- 
cipally from two fourccs, — the various and general abufes which had prevailed in the govein- 
4ncnt it propofed to model anew, and the diflrefied and involved ftatc of the Eaft India Coni- 
party’s finances. The lltuation of the latter became the firft fubjeft of confidcration. In the 
courfc of tlte preceding year the Company had applied to Parliament for leave to borrow 
500,000!, upon bonds; they had alfo petitioned for 300,000!. in Exchciijucr bills, and for the 
fulpcnfion of a demand *ipon them on tire part of Government for 70,p,oool. due for cufiortis. 
As a check on the further cncrcafc of their debts, they were bound, by an aft of Parliament, 
not to accept bills, drawn in India, beyond the amount of 300,000!. without the pcrmiffion. 
of the Lords of the Treafury ; and an application had been made for that purpofc, as bills vverc 
at this period coming over from Bengal for acceptance, to the amount of upwards of tw^> 
millions ftcrling. Such was tlic fituatkm of the Company at this important crHis. If the 
Company did not receive an adequate affiflance, inevitable ruin was the attendant confequcncc; 
and the bankruptcy of a body of merchants fo extenfive in their concerns and of fuclr impoi t- 
ance in the opinten of all Europe, mull neceffarily g)vc a very alarming blow to our national 
credit. On the other hand, though it Was abfoiutdy neceffary to permit the acceptance oi 
thefe bills, it would have been a mcafure deferving the fevereft cenfure, if the public faith had 
been pledged for their payment, without a previous examination into the affairs of the Coin- 
pany, and forming fomc plan for reforming thcii conftitution* Their aftual debt was affcit- 
cd by Mr. Fox, the oftenfible framer of tlicfc bills, to be ii,ioo,oool. and they had flock in 
band towards paying this jmmcnfc fum, to the amount of about 3,200,oooL Thc icfult of 
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this coinj^tirifon was a balance of 8, 000, cool. ; a fum fo immenfe, when cornpareJ with the 
capital of the proprietors, as to he a very jiatural caufe of jni]>lic alrinn. 

, In oppolitioii lo this argument, it was avciTtcl, that the foregoing llatcment was abfolutelv 
falfe ; anJ another account was prcftnlcd to the IJouie l>) ihc (Joint of D.ieCl oib, in wliif li, 
llicrc appeared a halaiicx in favour of the Company of mar 4,000 cool. — J his CAtiaoi d Jn:.! v 
diliercncc i:i the two accounts, may be cafdy reconciled rr(.Mn the uihVient prlncijdes on whivlr 
they were ridjull.cd. In liie flatcrvicnt of \hc liiicdlor-), every ipeclcs (d'lhc Conircn: y’s pro])errv 
was brought info the account, and a balance flrucic on the fiippofition of its Ixing at tliat mo- 
ment dilFolvcd : in the other, fiich parts of lltcir flock only were carried to their cicdil as 
could be diijiofed of, leaving them liill in a condition to continue their trade, which it was 
the appareiit objeft of the bill to enable them to do. 

<)n the tuhiefl of abuies that prevailed in the govci'umcnt of India> tlie reports of the two 
Jfidian comaiittccs gave an horrid detail ; wlxich, from its length, we cannot adopt, and, from 
i!.-; clixoniilances, we arc glad to pafs over, without being obliged to defcrlbe them. 

'i iujie almlcs in ljulia related, iiifl, to tlie independent powers in that countrv, and were 
pn f.'uted to coniifl bf extravagant projeds, and cxpenfivc wars, entered into by the Com]>any 
ivjr t he puipufc of extending their dominions ^ of their violations of treaties, — their hreaclics 
of faith., — the fdc of the Company's authoiitv and aflilbnce, ifi ui}>port of the aiiilf/tioa, rnpa- 
c!tv, and cruelty of others, as well as tlic betraying every prince, witliout cxccjttiorp, with 
wiiom they Irad formed any ctmneftion in India. 
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J83 employed as the fervnnts or agents of Europeans, in fubordinate ftations in the army, and in 
the inferior departments in the revenue. 

On the whole of the article of ahufes, it was infifted, that by accumulated a£ts of injuftice, 
opprefTion, and cruelty, diftated by an improvident and rapacious policy, our pollcflions in 
India, inflead of a refourcc to the public, were in danger of becoming one of its greateft bur- 
thens ; that, by the opprcfGon of our allies and dependants, they had either alienated them 
from US) or rendered them ufelcfs and burthenfbmc to us t that, by wars carried on from cor- 
rupt and ambitious motives, and by repeated violations of the raofl folerrtn engagements with 
foreign powers, all confidence in BritiHi faith and jullice had been obliterated, and our go- 
vernment rendered odious througliout India. 

The fails from which thefc coriclullons were drawn, and the concludons thcmfcIVcs, (both 
of which, indeed, were recorded in the proceedings of the Houfc of Commons) were not 
controvcited by thofc who oppofed the bills in any other manner than by a general charge of 
exaggeration ; but the plea of ncceflity, which the framers of them had undertaken to cflablilh, 
on the principle, that thefc abufes, without a total change of fyflem, were utterly incurable, 
was more ftrongly contefted. 

In the courfc of debate, it was frequently fuggefted, that a company of merchants >vas to- 
tally unfit to be trufted with the political government of a diftant foreign dominion, or witlx 
the management of large terrhorial revenues ; but as this pofition was not generally alTcnted 
to, in its whole extent, by either party, tlic arguments principally infifted on, were drawn 
from the peculiar conflitution and circumftances of the Company itfelf. 

The oppofition to thefc bills was conduced by Mr. William Pitt. — Two ohjeftions were 
principally infifted on by this gentleman and his fupporters ; the one built upon the infringe- 
ment, or rather annihilation of the charter of the Company; the other, upon the new and 
unconftitutional influence the propofed meafures were calculated to create. 

India, it is true, faid they, cried aloud for a reform ; but not fuch a reform as was now 
propofed : it wanted a conftitutional, and not a tyrannical alteration, that was contrary to 
every principle of equity and juftice. By the bill in queftion, an attack was made on the moll 
folemn charters ; it aimed a fatal blow at the integrity and the faith of Parliament, and loofened 
every tie by which man was bound to man. This charter did not owe its birth to the fooliili 
prepoftTcffion or the madi^rodigaiity of a Plantagenet, a Tudor, or a Stuart; it was a fair pur- 
chafe from the public,— an equal compaft, for reciprocal advantages, between the proprietors 
and the nation at large. 

If the principle on which this bill was founded, fliould be once eftablifhed, what fecurity 
was there for the other public companies of the kingdom? What fecurity had the national 
creditors, or the public corporations ? Or, indeed, what aflfurance (hould we poflefs for the 
Great Charter itfelf, the foundation of all our privileges and all our liberties? — It would be 
folly in the extreme to fuppofc, that the principle, once admitted, would operate only on the 
affairs of the Eaft India Company; when a bad principle was by any means eftablifhed, there 
would never be wanting bad men to extend its effefts. 

The charter which gave to the India Company its rights, was conceived in the cleareft 
terms that language could exprefs. It was fuperior, both in ftrcngtU and pcrfpicuity, to that 
of the bank of England. The right by which the King held the feeptre of Great Britair* 
was not more foJcmnly confirmed. The bill included a confifeation of the property, and a 

disfranchifement of the members of the Eaft India Company. It required the direftors to de- 
liver 
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1783 liver up all lands, tenements, Jioufcs, liooks, records, cliartcrs, infti uiiiciits, veffels, g;oods, 
money, and iccuriiics. The power, indeed, was declared to he created in truft for the beneht 
of the proprietors ; but in cafe of any, even the iiioft daring l)reach of tiull., to whom could 
an appeal be made ? — Not to tivc proprietors, but to a inajoiity of either houfc of PaillameJit, 
which the wcakcil minifler could not fail to fecurc, with the patronage of above two miliions 
flcrling given by this bilL 

It might be aufwercd, on the fuggeilio^i made by the framers of this bill, that it was not a 
bill of distiiinchilcracnt, bccaufe it did not take from the proprietors t])cii right to an cxclulivc 
trade, — that this trade was not the only franchife of the proprietors. — If a franchife belonging 
to a trixhold was taken away, the property miglit remain ; but, furelv, the freeholder w’ould 
have a very jufl: caufe of complaint. The cafe was parallel as to India llock: — Perfons pol- 
Icfrcd of flock to a certain amount, ere entitled to vote upon every important quefiion of the 
Company’s atTiiirs ; and the value of ilock is enhanced from this privilege : this bill, there- 
foie, by taking it away, might be charged, in every fenfe of the word, with disfranchifing the 
proprietoTS. 

'The bill was alfo confldcrcd, by feme, as pregnant witli fatal confcqucnccs, from its ten- 
dency to incrcafe the influence of the crown ; but it was principally obje^ed to from its being 
calculated to create a new, enormous, and unexampled patronage, which it placed in the hands 
of the minillcr. Mr. Dundas, the late Lord Advcfcatc of Scotland, went fo far as to accuic 
Mr, Fox of endeavouring to create a fourth cflate in tl)c realm, which being pofTclTcd of an 
iinmenfc patronage, independent of the crown and of Parliament, might be attended with fat,d 
conrcijiienci s to the conftirution of Great Britain. 

Previous to the fccond reading of the bill, a pctiiioit was prcf:ntcj to the Uoufe of Com- 
mons by the diredors of the Ea(l India Company, a»id anoihcr from the prf>pi ictors, vepre- 
ienting the niealuic as fubvcrfivc of their charter, and operating as a coniifcaiioa oi their n i- 
perty, without chaiging them with any fpccitic dclincjuencv, — wiiircut trial, and wiiliout con- 
\idion ; a proceeding wholly contrary to the moll facred piiviivge ot Britilh fubjccls. Tin v 
thcrcfoic prayed, that the ads of delinquency prefumed againil them, might be llatcd in wil- 
ting, and a rcafonabie time allowed them to deliver in their anfwcr ; and that they might lie 
Jieard by thcmfelves or their coun.iel againil the bill. 

In fhort, this famous bill was attacked and defended with great fpl'. it and eloquence in ;ill 
Its flagcs. During the piogrcfs of it, a petition was prcfciitcd by the mayor, aldermen, and 
common council of London to Parliament, praying that it might nor pafs into a law. In ilic 
coinniiticc it was determined that the comrnhRoners flrould not be difqualified from fitting m 
the Houfc of Commons ; but tire fame privilege was not extended to the aiiillants. On the 
motion of Sir VViUlam Dolbcn, the duiatiou of the bill was fixed to the term of four ycais. — 
BcTides the oppofition it encountered with regard to its principle, much complaint wa^s made 
of the indecent halle with which it was carried through the Houfc, It was fupported, how- 
ever, throupjh all its fiages, by a very confiderablc majority of members. On the 8th of 
December, the bill palTed the Commons, on a divilion of 208 to 102, and the next day was 
carried up to the Lords. 

This bill had been carried in the Houfc of Commons bv ft eh a commanding majoiity, as 
not to leave in the minds of its fupporters the Icafl apprehenfion of the fate which hung over 
it. On the 9lh of December, Mr. Fox, attended by a great number of members, prefented 
the bill at the bar of the Houfc of Lord.s. On its firft reading, a very powerful oppoiition ap- 

3 T 2 peared 
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1783 pcarcJ Uj life up agruiifi it. Lord Tlutrlow cxprcni'd hiinfclf in the inofi decided manner on 
tliis occafion : he g ive it as his opinion, that the hill was a moil afrocioiis vioiatlon of private 
property ; tha^ it contained powers which touched the dearcil riglits of Lngliihmen, and could 
only he juftificd hy the moil inenilihlc nccellity, which ought not to he allowed on the reports 
of a committee, l>ut was of that importance as to demand a full and fair proof, hy cvideiuc at 
the bar of the Houfe. "J’lic fccond reading took ]*iacc on the 15th of the fame month, and 
counfcl ^Yas lieard on the part of t!ic dircv'lors find propiictors. On the 171)1, a motion wir^; 
made that tfcrc bill be rejeded ; which, after a very powerful debate, was carried, by a majoruy 
of 95 again 76. 

I he iatc of this bill involved in it the fate of the a.lminiflration that prodviccd It ; and, 01:1 
the i8:h of December, a new adminiffration was appointed.-Mr. VV' iIliiim Pitt was made 
Lilli Lord of tlie 'rrcalury, — Earl Ciower Prefident of the Council, — Isail 'rempK: livid the 
fcals oi Secretary of State for a very fevv days, till Lord Svdncy and lire Manpjis of (biMnnr* 
then were appointed to receive them, — Lord I'lmrlow was rellorcd to Pn- * fficc of Chri!icel!oi , 
— the Duke or Rutland was appointed j,ord ihivy fkal, — Lord Move I ell Lord of th Ad- 
miralty, — and the Duke of Richmond Med’cr-Cjencral of the OiJnancc, eve. — On th: ;Hjth, 
Parliament wasS adjourned to the 12th of fanviarv, 17B4. 

On the 27tli of December, the joljowing dcchiiaiion of lus Mah.ilv in coiuicii eonce; nin': 
the commerce of Great Britain with the United States of America, was published in pj 
London Gazette : — 

thf. Conn cf Sf. yawcs\^> iht /(xb of DiiCml'tr, 17S5, 

. “ Whereas, by virtue of an a£l ])afred in rhe kill fc fiuii of Parliament, cr.tiiha!,. Aa 
aft for preventing certain inllrunicnts fr un being required i 'Oin ihips iKiongi'ig to ihc Unhed 
States of America, ar>ci to give to his ALMci'w for a 11 ml ted tune, certain pow ns, for the b. t- 
tei carrving v>i) tratic: and commerce bc-taecn tne fulqcfts of lies Mtdeftv's doiniiii«ms and the 
irihabitSms of rdt: Uniud St:itcsP fevcial (uc.ers have been ilTuvd by ■li ; Mniefiv at this board, 
lor rcg'ulruing .md currying on the trade rsriJ commerce ber.,v*'cn the fnhivets of hi> Mai '-ly's 
dominions and tneiiihainlan?-. of the Imitvd States of A:ik ricp, w’f.eh orders did expm: mx 
the 20th day of this inltant Deci mber ; and whereas bv ar» aft paffed in the pi'clent feihort of 
Pa liamcnr, to cor.tiniic, f'.)r a IlmiieJ tine-, ihe Lid a))ovc o'cited aft, it i.-i drifted, that the 
Lid aft, and nil t.he matters nnu things tlieiein ^'wntiined, iJrall continue and l>c in u* 

the 20th clay of April, 17S4. — Mis Malelly doth ilK-rcupon, by and wirli the advice of his piiw 
council, iierrbv Older and d dare, final any unmaimfafturcd goods or me rchandizes, the iui- 
portatlon of whi.di Into th. ' kingdom I', lUit prolii’fned bylaw, (teicrpt oij} mu! any jdcii, 
tar, turpentine, indigo, mr.fft, yards, and bicvvlbrits, being the grou ih oi production ol any ot 
the I nited Stales of America, may (until Ltthcr ordin*' be iiviport-ni CiiicStly lioni tiun e 
into rAy oj ihe poits of this kingdom, either in BrirPh ot American Ib^ps, fvr Ih uilli fubu fts, 
or by any of the ]>cople inhahirhig in and helonuing to the fai l United .alatcs, or anv of ihcm, 
and mav be entered or landed in any port of mis kingdom, upon p;r. ni:nt of the fame (Lmes 
as ’’jv- like f>rt of goods or merchandize arc or miy be: fubjeft and liable to, if imporird l)y 
Jhitdb hddicfts, inihiriili iliip^^. from any Hritilh ifland or plantation in Americt, tmd lo 
r..'‘'ivhi)handiiig fa. goods m merchandize, or the liiips in which th; L;ue nric he 
binagdit, may hot be accompanied with tltc ccrlilicalcs or other docuincju.^ licrctoforc rcqu.ica 
by lawn 


Av.d 
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17S3 And it h hereby furihcr ordered, tint there fhali be the fame driw!)ack;'>, C/:c.niptionr,, and 
bounties on inercliandr/ca and exported from Great ih irain into the ic;j i ii ories or the 

laid United States of Ann iica, or any of ilicni, as are. or may be allowed Ijy Jaw, u)>oji tlie ex- 
po; Ution of the Idle goods or mcrchundize to any of the iflands, plantations, or colonies, be- 
longing to tlic en>wri of ( ireat Britain in America. 

“ Aiul his Alg/vdiy is heicby furtlicr plcafed idene tl to order, lliat any tobacco^ being tlie 
giovvth of nnv of the tcrritoiies of the f:fn| United .^'latcs of America, inav (until furlh.rr order) 
b(‘ iinported dne v‘» !y boin tlicnec, in mannt r above mentioi'ieJ, and may be lar.ded in i.h)s 
king'lom, upon the imp(jn>-‘r piay ipi'i; duven, ift ready luon- v, the du"y eoniirlon! y ra'lod the old 
fu])lidiy, (except ..s herein alter escepted) fiich tobacco n!sy he warclioiBed under hi- hh-’cUyh; 
Jockv, upon the nopoiters own V'onvl for pavuicnt of a)i the further diuicr, due for " \i to- 
b;u. CO. witliin tlie lime linfnrd i y d.\e, avCOiding to tlic net weyght and tpiantity of loch to- 
bar.i o, at iIk. rime it lhaii be lo lariJ:. d, wltli the fame rdlowanccs lor the p.nuncnt oi iud: fur- 
tlu-’ duti'.s, and under the li'.se lourutions and reygu. hit Ions, in all other refp*. chs, not altered by 
I hi ', as (uch toha<*.co i- .lud rnay be *.vai Uioufed hv virtue of any avl or acts of Parii;nnent 

i[\ V)‘ bu' ;t is his Majefiy’s pie. ’fur -, ne vx-rlheleih, that upoi't tl>c intpci lafion of any bach 
t(- :i : ‘ into t!ic- ports of Ue.n.iun, Ihillul, Liverpool, Cowc:, \V uiteiia. en, CLcenock, and 
vo.if.'ow, 01 eilhc: of them, iti the nuuiner licixin before expreiicd, the imperler dnrui be 
ill) 1’!). until f.nlier order, tu enter into boiuf for the. payfvojnt a.> well of th“ dmy coen- 
moiilv called tlic ohl fubiiuv, or any other oftlic duties which, were formally pa,.U)]cin ready 
in.m; ) , ;ni..i that il nriy t(>bacco winch Iirn been, or (hall l>c fo impotnini. vius ing the c ".nvaa- 
anc' o t,' *' ^Uvter.. n'o.n lir.' tciritories of the faid United States into nic ufni ports ol Lund, on, 
Bridol, l.i n'rr'Uih Cow^'S, W' ni_:P.:iven, ( j rcenock, and lh>rt ( i Irdgow, Ihall he ai'lciwaids 
takcin wain , the liuie limited, out of tiic- vv.uehoufc.s ^vhercin the iinne fliail he ilcured under 
his Maiellvd- locks, in ni:miu r herein bcioie diiCvtcvl, ar Utinr ot the abo\ c p' nts. Uj In: c\- 
poiteu, due 'Vlv tiom nee, the boiuls vvlfrJi have been, or be enteieJ into, for payment 
of the laid <!uiie.s, liiai. ie, diicliaigcJ in the manner chrecled by the f vcral acts of Jkn haincnt: 
in 


And, in onL'i m i..ef bate tlie carryin.g trade and comincjce between the people and ter- 
nfoi'Ies beleaiping tn the crown of G eat hritani in me "^Vcll I'.idles, incluJing in that dclciip- 
tie 1, fie Ihiiiamn idindr., and the Bermuda o. Soiucr iCands, and the people and toiritovic ; bc- 
ione/ing to the laivl UnilnJ States oi Amciica, ins ^t:lve^iv i* hereby teiynm* y^lraied to oraer, 
that pindn t.n, rurj^nif le. leemp, Bax, inalUu yard^', and !?o\viprl'i;s, iL'ives, heading-’^oards, 
lim'e. r. ihinylc^, am! add otiuT Ipccit s ot lum^iei , hori.'S, n.nil cattle, iheep, h pouSi y, 
and :dl odicr li^ecns H lisefbecl. and live pio\ ifunn- ; peas, Ivans, potatoes^ v.h. ,p t' oee, 
lec.e.i, ifbeu!!, riie, o:U.s. b.iih'V, and all otlier fpecies of g^ ain, b.d; , r’.e c,i owtli o; ju.’duC'ioii 
of any of tiee faid I niv-d >rntc,s of Arne? ica, mav (until iuilhcr o. Jer) : ‘ inn'.'Ve.i l\ Ibbnii 
fubx^L, in Ih'itidi bail!, blips owivd !)v iiis Mrnedvh f ubi and nisiyited ae - .^Jing lo 
hnv, Iroiuanv noit G :hc find Uniied States of merica, to any ol his M.fif c'^ \N‘ed l.^dia 
hlinds, the Ikihama nUnds, and the Iknnurhor Somers Idands , :n\d bie rum, iugar, jnebd •, 
cadfee, .;oco:»--;iut s, ging<. r, and pnnemo, may (iina! Uieli onier; le exporn’vJ lyv hrifilu mb- 
iecL, ni Ihdtidi dups, owiv d by his Mai' ilv's fuid. ds. aii.l n.ivi,nued according to bw, fi mu 
any oi’thc (e 1 iiUnd^, to anv port or pie. m- wli'nia the ianl United States, upon tl\e pa/ment: 
of t he vmne duties on expoile.tion, and lo the like rnl':n rorulatiotui, lecuiities, and 

leilriaioni^., as tlic f.inic articles by law arc or may be fiibjcft aad .liable to, if exported to eny 

.ihitiliA 
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17^3 colony or plantation in Aniciica; and the bonds and ftcurities heretofore required to 

be taken for fucli Ihips carrying hicli goods, lhall, and may l>c cancelled and diichargid, upon 
the like certificates as arc icquired by the above recited aft, to difcluirgc any bonds given in 
Great Britain tor the due landing any other goods in tlie laid United huilcs of Ameiica, 

“ And bis Majcfly is hereby further plcafed to order, with the advice aforeTald, that the 
fald fcveral regulations herein compri7,cd, fhalh in all refpefts, he extended to tucli iliips and 
goods as fliall have been brought and imported^from, or may he eiucred and d for ck- 

portation, to any part of the laid United States, fince the faid ioth day of this inllaia 1 )ecembcr. 
And Right Honourable the Lords Commilhoncrs of his Majefty^ I'rcalury, and the 
Lords CommilTioncrs of the Admiralty, arc to give the nccvffary clireftions herein, as to ih.iu 
may rcfpcftively appertain. Stlimien Cottrll. 

T he continental colonifts, when on the eve ot a revolt, were convinced ilnit their trafli ' \v*r: 
obvioufly eireiuiat to the Weft Indians, and therefore prohibited ail coninicrcc bci\vee!i tliein : 
yet eight years experience hath evinced, that it is pofliblc for the Well Indies to exiii and 
profper, even if the United States were doomed to perpetual ftcrinty. It is the luercnntile 
fpirit which brings the buyers and fellers of diflant countries togetlicr : merchants arc al\v:i\ s 
attentive to difeover the demands of every market, that they may profit by fuj)plying thijn. — 
1 lie traders of Great Britain and Ireland feized the opportunity whidi the laftious folly of 
the Americans had furnilhed, to revive and extend the bufinefs that had cnriclicd tlieir 
fluhers during happier times. Even during a confuming war, when vaft fleets and armies were 
fed b.yond the ocean, Great Britain and Ireland fufficicntly fuppliedall thole ncccflaries vvlni,:^ 
the \V eft Indians did not readily find in their own ceconomy. Their lupcrabundancc c\l!v 
furnifticd the army that General Grant condufted to their aid, with fevcral montlis provifmir , 
while the fleet fometimes partook of what the planters had to fparc.— The following cuiioni- 
Iioiiic entries will lulflciently fhevv wJicnce that abundance was drawn at the beginning, at thir 
luichllc, and at the end of the war. 

Of failed provifions there were exported from England alone, — 

Irijh Beef^ Jri/J) Pork. Knglljh Betf T^otol pr.gUJI-i Bacm. EngliJ})% 
Barrels. Barrels. and Pork. Barrels. Flitches. Keg:^ 

In 1773 — i,J9S - 383 — 259 _ ,,787 _ 558 — 30^) 

In 1780 — 9,844 — 3,471 — 4>+8 o — i 7 > 70 S — 3 * 3 ^ — 1-582 

In 1783 — 9,848 — 3,059 — . 3,619 — 16,526 — 5,188 — 2,559 

Contrail with thefe quantities the Weft India fup- 
ply of beef and pork from the revolted colonics, accor- 
ding to an average of three years, ending with 1773, *4»99^ 

Of pickled fifh there were exported from England only, during the fame period, viz. 



Pfd Herr mgs. 

White ditto. 

Total 

Pilchards. 

Salmon 


Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Hogfheads. 

Barrels 

In 1773 

— 514 ~ 

1,876 — 

2,390 

— 211 — 

S 

11121780 

— 1,816 — 

7,281 — 

9.097 

— 1,188 

■ 109 

In 1713 

— 2,840 — 

15 060 — 

17,900 

~ 3*3 - 

3 S 


Contrail with thefe the Weft India fuppjy of 
pickU'd filh from the revolted colonies, according 
to an average of three years, ending witJi 1773, 16,200 

3 


From 
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1783 From England only there were exported of butter, cheefe, and beer, — 



Injh Butter, 

Englijh dltto^ Cheefe* 

Bcer^ 


Cvvt. 

Firkins. Cwt. 

Ions.. 

In 1773 

1,195 - 

— 9 ^ 

1,881 

In 1780 

9,844 — 

— a74 3,660 

2,042 

In 1783 

— 3,195 _ 

__ 522 4,475 



From the foregoing entries, with all their defcfls, it is fufficicntly clear, that Great Britain 
had regained the fupply of tlie articles contained in them ; and that, as to thefe iicceffaries, 
the Weft Indian demand was amply anfwcred. The planters derived ground provilioas trom 
the beft ofall rcfourccs, — their own diligence and attention. In Hiort, the Weft Indian^' be- 
gan, at this time, to learn a Jefibu of the greateft importance for every people to know, rlial 
no community ought to depend on its neighbour for what the ncccfliirics of life require, and 
that the country which is phyfically dependent on another, muft foon become politically de- 
pendent upon it. 

There were alio aftually exported to the Britifti Weft Indies from England alone, — 


In 1773 

Ji'heat-fiour, 

Quatttrs. 

Oat'^medL 

Quartets. 

Bread. 

Cwt. 

404 

In 178c,) 

35*907 — 

— 758 — 

32.587 

In 1783 

4,090 - 

— 125 — 

6,657 


From Scotland there were exported in 1779 as follows: — AVheat*ilour, 2,475 quarters; 
oar-meal, 177 ditto; bread, 5,254 hundred-weight. 


There were alfo exported from England alone, — 



Burley, 

Peas* 

Beans* 

Oats. 

JFhcai, 

Rye, 


(!^S. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qis. 

Qrs. 

Qrs, 

In 1773 

— 3 — 

356 — 

9,089 — 

16,615 

— 0 — 

3 SO 

la 1780 

— 2 56 — 

1,116 — 

12,291 — 

8,006 

— 1,146 — 

1,116 

In 1783 

— 146 — 

755 — 

7,360 — 

6,129 

— 8 — 

755 


Of ft vcral of thefe articles there were alfo exported from Scotland in 1779, follow's 
Peas and beaus, 1,327 quarters; oats, 1,052 ditto; bailey, 44 ditto; wheat, 4 ditto. 

From ihcfe cuftom-houfc entries it is very evident, by contrafting the exports of three 
years, what has been tlic cfFe <3 of competition between Great Bi itaiu and die u^mcrlcan Hates, 
The revolted colonies had gradually circumvented the parent country in lupplying the Briril'h 
AVeft Indies with all the produflions of agriculture. The Bririlh yeomanry, burlhencd with, 
the payment of rents, tithes, and poor-rates, could not contend with the American farmers,, 
who were exempted from all thefe burthens, and whofe public taxes were lb much lighter. — 
Mr. Aithur Young, in his Political Arithmetic, has very ably proved, that in the year 1774, 
the American farmer could not only fupply the Weft India market with flour much cheaper 
than the Englilh farmer could do, but even exclude the Engl if h farmer from fupplying the 
domcftic markets of Britain with wheat. It is, however, curious to remark, how near to 
each other the events of the late war have brought the prices of provilions in America and in 

Great 
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Gient Kiltaiii, The ciirreiit rates at the two great markets of Philadelphia and T>onJon, in 
j>eccnd>cr 17B3, may be compared by the following detail — 



PIALiJJi^hui 

Prices* 

Lojid 

'on Pr 

icr^ 


£■ - 

d. 

1 - 

V, 

d* 

Of fine flour, per cwt. 

0 15 

9 — 

— 0 

]6 

0 

Of common d-tto, 

— 0 13 

0 — 

— 0 

14 

0 

Ofmclsbccf, per barrel, 

1 

6 — 

— 2 

2 

6 

Of mefs pork, ditto, 

— 30 

0 — 

— 2 

8 

0 


£.b II 

0 


0 

6 


It is a rcmarkalde that the prices of all things have been uncommonly higlj in tlic 
1 'nited States fiiice the peace. It was not, however, to be kippoicd that the l^ondoii and 
Pliiliulclphia pjices could long continue to ru!i thus paralkd to each other; though tlie Irtught^; 
miglu continue to nm cheaper from [4ondon than froin Pliihidelphia. d he advantages ot ilic 
American farmer, notwithllanding the additional burthens of independence, will continue li> 
lupciior, in refped to rents, tithes, and poor-rates, over tlie Bntllh farmer, that the fonnci 
rnufl at length ovcr[>o'v\er tlie latter in every competition. But, whatever may he the dilTcr- 
cncc in the piicc to the Weft Indians, it ihould bc‘ confidcrcd as a fmall equivalent, whicli 
they ought to pay to the Biitifh confumer for enjoying the cxciullvc fupply ol iugnr, rum, and 
other Weft ] ndia prod j£ls : for the American citizens having now cealed to he fcllow-iul/iccl... 
ought ccitainiv to be excluded from a right and a benefit wlilch we had formerly relintjuidK-d 
in their favour. 'Fhe Britilh Tailors and Britifti farmers deferve all the protection of tlie .Hritiil) 
Icgillaiurc: rlic Jlrfi ii;dit our battles, — the latter fupply us with food, — The farmers are, tliere- 
foic, entitled to the preference in fupplying the Weft India markets xvith ail the piodudiojK 
of agiiculturc , while the failors have, at Icaft, an equal claim to the employment which vj\:ca 
front additional freights ; and the public will gain la the exaft proportion as the inteit-lt of 
thell’ two mort viicfa! bodies of men aic promoted. 

The ibilcwing ftnlc meat evidently proves, that the Bfitilli fhifqfmg had greatly cncrcrdl l 
)W' the cxclufion of the Amcriciin, even amidft the calamities of vNar. 

A comparative ^'icw of the Sliipping employed in the foreign I'radc of Britain at the C’(j!n~ 
muiccment nnd End of the late 'W’’ar, as they appear in the Kegifler of the Irftureis at 


LiovdVs Coircc-lioufe, difiinguifhing the Britifh from the Aniciican built Ships. 


Th of 1772-3-4. 

77 ' c Shipping 

e/ ! 7 Si 



SiNFs. Tons, 


Sll (T-!, 



Britifli built ft-ips, 3.908 — 605,54(5; 

Britifh built’ fthpSj 

. 3.S4H 

— 

/ ■ 

A nicricaa dittos 2,311 ~ 373»^k8 

Amcriran ditto, 

2 . 3;'!4 

— 



Total. 

CO 

'A 



V.GG' 


Deficicnce, 

1.037 

— 

4 ^ ' -i ' 

Total, 6,2 <9 — (j7q,263 



_ 

97 c' 40' 

Tt h thus apparcril, that of the \Yholc dehcleucc of 

1.037 vcflcls, the 

re were 

on! V 

\vantii\ 

in tyB/k oA llritifti fhip-;, 60 ; and of American ftAp. 

^ 977 * yet, that 

the fora) 

infc 

!iv..>ntY ' 


the piniod of wai to the period of peaces amounted only to 4?, 478 tons ; wiiilc there w.is 
incicafe of 102,701 Bruiftj tom?, and a dccrcafc of i:48,}ycj American tons. 
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1783 Tt fliould be obfcrved, in this place, that there were vaft tJccts*, which, though bulk by Biitiih 
fliipwrights, were n:.)t included in the lurveys of 1781, 1782, and 1783 ; bccanfe they had not 
touched at any Britilh port, and were employed i)y governnu nt in the tranfport fcrvicc. From 
the report of the coninnirioners ol public accounts, it appears, that there were employed at 
Ts'ew York, by the quari^r-maflcr general, the bairack-mafter, and the coininiilary general, in 
the four years ending witli 1780, no fewer than 611 vcileU, carrying 44,^16 tons. Were this 
heet brought to the account of 1783, it*v\;^ould about complete the defedivc quantity of ton* 
nage, though not the number of Ihips. Many of thofc velTch, or, perhaps, a greater number, 
remained till November 1783, to perform the fervicc of final evacuation j and all, or, at leaf!, 
many of them, have again entered into the merchants employment fiuce that fignal epoch, and 
properly fill up the void which the cxclufion of the American Ihlpping had lefi. But what is 
that fleet to the vafl navy which was confiantly emuloyed during the years lySj, 17S2, and 
1783, i)y the V iftualling-ofikc, the Ordnance -^ofUcc, and the Navy-office, amountin^i’ to up- 
wards of a thoufand vclllls ?— And, from an inlpedf ion of Lloyd’s Regiiler, we may karn, 
that all thefc tranfporls could not have been furveyed •, bccaufe the few tranfports wliich appear 
to have been reported, confiilcd of thofc vcllcls tliat were employed by the private contrafiers 
for varioUsS fuppiies. When all iliofc, or even the half of thofe which had been cmjfloyed by 
the public hoards, arc brought to account, it cannot be laid, witli any degree of truth, that 
there \vas any deikicncc in the year 17B3. * 

I'hc number of Ih.ips which were employed by England in tlic whalc-fillicry, to Davis’s 
Straits and the Gicenlaiul feas, amoanied, during liie courfc of iliis year, to 47 : tlioie of 
Holland, in the lame trade, and during the fame period, to 5 5. 

Tiic Canada laics of this year in l.ondon, amounted to 165,0.70!. 

Accoiding to the account delivered in at Poutefrad feifjons, by John Seaton, Ehj. trcafiirci 
for the Wkll Rivling of York, it appears, that from the 25th of Alarcin i/S?., [o tlic (. f 
March, J783» tiicrc had been manufacluieJ 131,092 pieces ot broad woollens, nieaiuring 
yards ; and io8d>4i pieces of narrow" cloths, inralui in.g 3,292,co:: yards : and tiut 
the ineieale ol tins year was 18,622 pieces of biioad, and 11,892 pieces of nariow wool- 
lens. 

It mav not here be improper to remark, that wool war, at this lime, from 25 to 35 percent, 
dealer in lhance than in i-lngland : wiiich, bv giving the Knglilh cloth manudidurer ib deci- 
ded an ad\ anrage in the raw luatcriai, enabled lilm to maintain his wonted fnperie ' itv hi rhe 
foreign maiket, particularly over thole of France, our nK)il formiduble compctitvrrs in that 
iinpoitanr brrmcli of coninicrce, and who had lately made great improvements in their u n.n. 

U n maiMifaftory* Bl'^< h canlc, of ail kinds, were, however dearer in England than in ! ranee, 
'bv full 40 pci rent. ; vet horlcs, of ail forts, were fiom 24 to 3:2 pci cent, and loine fium 4'.; 
to ijo pel cenU clieaper in England, than in France, 

A cedebratrd f.nchlit calculator, at this time, liippofes the land*: of England to amount to 
.‘j acres ; the anrtuai rent of which wa^ io,ooo,D2cl. ; that c*! iioulcs and other build- 
ings, 2 ,ocx 5 ,oooh ; tlic yearly icnt of corn laiul-i, 2 ,.' 0 O,ocoh j wlnie thiur net is mojc 

Tiian 9,ooo,OonI. of which t!ic wheat, biiley, and rye, amounts O; at icail 6,000,0006 ilcriiiig 
per annum : the rent of palturcs, mead.ows, cnnimons, forelts, 1ic:u!ks, v\c. 7,0. 0, cool. ; and 
the value of the pioducc of liic various ipccies ol cattle, 9,075,000!, iu['puhi!g the ytar mode- 
latciv plentiful. 

VuL. IV ' 3U Lu . 
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i jSj Dr. W atfon, Biftiop of LlariJaff, in his publication for cquati/Ziirg the benefices of the clergy, 
values the eccleliaftical preferment, or land in mortmain, of the kingdom, as follows ; — 

Landed efiate of the univerfity of Cambridge, — 60,000 


Ditto of Oxford, 


— 

1 20,000 

Bifliopricks, 



— 

120,000 

Deaneries and chapters, 

— 

90,000 

Livings, 



— 

i,icc,ooa 



Total, 

1,490,000 

A fimilar valuation by Dr, 

Warner, amounts to 


1,680,000 

Ditto, by Dr, Burn, 

— 

. 

1,500,000 

Ditto, by Dr, Young, 

— 

— 

1,600,000 . 

. The number of ncwfpapcrs printed in England, 

durit^g the lafl ten 

\ years, is as follows :■ 

In 1774, — 

12,562,000 

In 1779, — 

14,106,842 

1775. — 

12,600,000 

1780, ~ 

I.:,r> 7 , 37 i 

1776, — 

12,820,000 

1781, — 

14.397,600 

1777, ■ — 

13,150,642 

- 

*5 ^ 72 ,S '9 

1778, — 

13,240,659 

1783, — 

15,564,203 

The annual produft of the undermentioned manufactures, at this 

time, was calculated 

tlic following manner 





£■ 


1 - 

Woollen, ~ 

16,800,000 

Cotton, ~ 

960,000 

Leatlrcr, — 

1 0,500- 000 

I^ead, — 

1,650,000 

Flax, — 

1,750,000 

Tin, 

1,000,000 

Hemp, — 

890,000 

Iron, ~ 

8,700,000 

(flats, ~ 

6 ^0,000 

Steel, plating, See. 5.400,000 

Paper, — 

780,000 



Porcelain, — 

1,000,000 

Total, 

I,- 51,310,000 

Silk, — 

3 50,000 




The iron, g^afs, and ])orcciain on a rapid increafe* 

Tin and leather, decliriing. 

Paper, incic.ifing. 

Flax, raihcr falling. 

Mcrrq), flationary. 

ratlicr incrcafing. 

''ri'je i3nke of Poit!;.ncl is in pofleffion of a calculation tliat makes tlicfc fabrics employ 

5,2 5''^. GOO fouls. 

1 [ic Li. lire of the ctlebraied Cu'tffc cC Efc^mpte^ m France, whir.li liappencd in lliis year, may 
he eo'itiOered po amounting almafi; to a national bankruptev, and is too ijttcrcfting a fuhjiict to 

t:ic*’;c our !:otice. 

'Fibs b .nk is of a very late tlic cdiiff whici) autfiorizcd llic inulcrtaking, is dated 

on tiic 22d of Scpteuihci, 1776- Tfu- plaji was originally formed by a company of p* vate ad-, 
vcntuicr?., and its cafutal wav fixed at 500,000! — Its profcfic .l <ldigii was to dl (count: fetc^jmpm } 
bids of exchange, payable at the rate of 4 j»er cent, per annum. But this intereft, from whicli^ 
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1783 it is nccefTary to dcJuft a confiJcraMc* exp^ncc, and forn^^ lofTjs, could never be cqniv.’lent f u- 
the capital funk by the proprietors. A)i lulditioiinl power was therefore (p'aiitod rhcni of ii'uio.; 
notes to ilic amount of their capital » wincli, as ihcv were cap ibie at any time of i)eiitp; /i - 
ted into i'ptcic, nfiphl’be often t.jkcn vokntrariK- bv th'-ir culloahn's, Worn mere cons en;e!:e;: : 
and vis tl«e pcri'ons at tlic Itead of this ctlablilhment wcic chie-iy t'ne iiioh. emnicnt b.mkcis. O) - 
fither \vi‘h lorne icceiveisp.nmeral of ihe rcwnucr, thjcy vvere aide, hv n<;reL:ii;.; tli.m- 

jclvcs to take, thefe notes Ii'.tlead of calb, Co iheni a certain deipce* of ciicul tthni ;r;d cur- 
tcivev. I'hc notes thus ilTued, added to the 01 igitiid ^oopool. c!QLii)!ed their c .pit.d, and cn- 
aMed them to divide upon their llock at the rate of about 6 per cent, per ainrarn. 

I'lic excellent outline of this fyilem feerned to enfure its iViccels. Titerc; was a] wavs in the 
a fuin of money, either In ip 'cieor in bills of a fhort date, amounting to ^oonievd. 

\alcnr to the notes in circ datlon. There vvas,bcfKles this, the 500,000!. onc;ina!ly advanced 
];V the prok'^lors, atuj never withdrawn ; as alfo a part ()f the dividends, wliich the proptierors 
had to le:>\c in the few the purpofc of accamcdatloti. 'J liefc circiimilaiicss 1 ad 

yjven tlu: bank the hip;lie(\ degicc of reputation, and cauied its ih ck to jell grcmlv rd-ove par, 
bat, notwiihlhariiling thefe appearances, to the allonii'hment of the puh-fc, on the ad of O-f^oixM- 
1!! tlfis year, the Cajjc if hf onipte Hopped payment, 'Fhe alhgncd caufc was tlv* unco:n-j)'»ri 
iVarcity of fpccie i aiul it cannot be denic<!. —‘rhcj>ub]}c, however, imagined tl a: the f.-;i urc 
(uiginated in a loan fccretly made to government by x\\c CaijJ'i' a' EL'.mpte , a;.d govo: ;vn..ni, 
about liic fame time, lloppfntg payment of the bills drawn upon them by their army hi d\nie- 
lie:;, ronfjri'jed the fufplcion. 

d lte Kmg, howcvc!, cxienc!-..d his lupport to the filling company. Four edifls were ac.: .';-- 
clinglv publilhcd, in order to tclievc liie diflrefs under which it laboured, !>v the ih ft, cLtcd 
?cju,c mber 27, the ibnc of accounts of the (.\iij]c (C Efccmi'ic bLing affirmed to be as alxjvc i; :,?• 
ted, this bank was autboiized to juy its notes in bills of exchange, with hcneTiv.i J discount.— 
Tlie notes were oi\!crcd to have ciiirencv in the banks of Pares only ; and all proi.ention 
PmbiJclcfi of the hVc'/yF for payment in fpccic, and of individiiads for debts, t!,,- pryoo n: of 
which had been rendeicJ in notes of the fkj'/c ,r — 'Phr fv.lirk VvMs to rc/iabn in i'-i:-' 

tiil the lil of bmmiry, 17B4. — l>y tlie fecenJ edn'd, dated S?ptc:ip-)cr lio' yctli, tb'; » r.;, vj,::. > 
ayaii'jh the exportation <d ijH'cic we u- renewed ; t.hc tranipoit of Ipccic tro-n p' mlcee i ' ], .'o - 
viitcc w.H fubic£Ved to infpeftiotis atul a lee; the hills with which ll;c »kk;/V ^ ’/.k'. v; \ 
ponnitted to pav »t '> note>, weic I'peeified to be l)iiis pnyaldiC «n thn e u'c.Ue.s ; ..nd ■ T -*■ 
\va^ alhnved the (quioii ol paving its notes in f]>ccie. i>y a third rdivl, dated (?:b:d;;r tb. 
an ei-innue was ilcedarvd to have l>ecn taken, In the Klng*s command ; tlie fk , i c. i 
an opportumry oi' difcountlng bills, as before, wlicnever it w.e- juJjwd ev;!,: : a:. *, ;i, 

further encouragement, a lottery, with a dock of one milile n llerii!'/;, i /' C.r. d b . : . 
veaiR, being cHablilhtvl, the tickets were nniJe juirchedertbie in no>cs ei the dky’ kb ' . ' c'- — 
In cacii ol' thefe ed*i£ls there was much vcpetilion ; and the tourlh, wh:ki w. -; d:n..v'J t k’.b. bjr 
the lorh, contained no original matter. 

liiall now proceed to take a brief view n{ the afc.tirs and commerce ol 

Idle adniinift ration of IviuKrcmpic, in th:it kingKiom, had beett atfcKled v\ ftli the nx fl 
Cfjnciiiatorv elTekts : atldubles fbnved in upon Imu Ibom ai! quarters ; wlmc p;nod-luHi'm.t ru'd 
confidence I'ecmed once more to be reilorcdi iti :t nation whieli li:.id, for jqnu: titnc, bevm 
guilhed bv diilradion and tuiriult. During this year, fevcral agents aniced in lrc!:\;ivi bo.n 
the exiled Geucvcle ; and, in confequcnce of' their vippHcaiion, every eficouragcmeiil was 

3 U 2 b:.) 
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5^4 

A. n. 

1783 to tliofc mattyrs to the caufc of liberty, by the government, noBIlity, and people of Ireland, to 
induce them to form a colony in that kingdom. 

The following is an account of the quantity and value of linen exported from Ireland 
liicat Britain, during this year, ending the 25th of March;— 

l^ards. £. s, 

Linen cloth, plain — 15,212,968 1,014,197 18 o 

Linen coloured, — -f 

The quantity and value exported to every other country, excluiivc of Great Britain, during 
the fame period. 

Yards. j. d. 

Linen cloth, plain — 826,737 ^ 

Linen coloured, — 166, 127!: ^ 3 *^ 5 ^ ^5 G 

The extraordinary decreafe of exportation of linens to Great Britain in this year, mud prin- 
cipally have arifen from the unfcttled {late of ilic country, — from the incrcaicd exportation of 
other countries, — and from the checks occalioned by the viciiritudcs of war; it may, perhaps, 
in fome mcafure, have arifen from the market being glutted by the great export of the prece- 
ding vear , for, the next year, the quantity increafed again. 

The Infli linen entitled to bounty,^ which was exported from England, lards, 
between January 1782, and January 1783, amounted to — 1,087,561 

liifli linen not entitled to bounty, to — — 150,266 

Total, 1,137,827 

The above quantity exported,, with and without bounty, is nearly the average for feverai 
years pad- 

During the courfc of this year, ending March 25th; there were exported from Ireland 
to the Weft Indies, 35,960 barrels of herrings. 

The incrcafc of the hcrring-fidicry in Ireland, is evident from the following account ; — 

The average annual quantity of herrings exported from Ireland for four years, ending 
the 25th of March, 1767, w^as 4,672 barrels. 

The average annual quantity imported in 1 Ireland, for the fame years, w*as 32,824 barrels. 

The average annual quantity of herrings exported from Ireland for four years, ending the 
25th of March, 1783, was 24, 73barrds. 

The average quantity of herrings imported into Ireland for the fame period, was 12,277 
barrels. 

As tiic latter were years of war, the incrcad of exportation is more extraordinary. 

The total of filh exported from Ireland to all parts in this year, ending the 25rh of Marcli, 
was, cod, 272 barrels ; — ditto, 5 cwt. eels, ij- barrels; — hake, 1,367 cwt. 3 qrs. 10 fifh ■ 
herrings, 48,48 14 barrels ;—:ing, 170 cwt. ; — faimon, 253 tons. 

I'lic total of iilh imported into Ireland for the fame period, was, anchovies, 294 barrels 
cod, 531 CWT, and 5 fifh ; — herrings, 4,324 barrels ; — ling, 281 cwt. i qr. and 5 filh oyftcis, 
5 gallons ; — faimon, 47 tons ; fturgeon, 33 kegs. 

The importation was, in all probability, an accidental circumftancc. 

The oil exported from Ireland, in this year, amounted only to 1 hogfhead, 7 gallons of 
train oil. 

o The 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 


5^5 

A. Ti. 

1783 The oil imported into Ireland^ in the fame period, was as follows, viz, 

Cal!o>i 5 , ^ Gallons^ 


Lin feed, 

— 

25-3 ‘ 

— 

Sweet, 

— 

9 ' 79; 

Seville, 

— 

29 > 47 S:’ 

— 

Train, , 

— 

*^>-595 


In this year onlv 784 yards of frizc were exported from Ireland, — 84 to America, and 700 
to 1 hinders : hut ihou^h the export is fo much dccrcafed, the coafumpTion of it by tire iii- 
liabitants is probably incrcaftd. It is remarkable, that frlze was the principal woollen ma- 
nufadure oi ficianci, when her wool was much liner than it is at prcfcni. I'lic large pait of 
the tiizes that came to l‘niglnnd were drciicd, and, receiving a great degree ol manufacture, 
afforded a contidtoabic piolit to tiris country* 

Iti T781, 1779 Muds, and in 1702, only 800 yards of this fabric were exported, principally 
to America. 

In tliis vear the flatc of the woollen cloth importation frorn Great Britain to Ireland is 
follows: VIZ. oid drapery, 37 v ,87 1 yards ; new ditto, 420,415 yards. 

1 he importation of Sounilli wool into Ireland has been verv unequal. 

In !774» was imported 210 cwt. of wool, — 48 of which only was imported from Spain, the 
red fimn (.treat Jhitaiu. 

In t 775> impoited 96 cw^t.— 41 of which oply was imported from Spain, the reft from 
Circat iiritain. 

In 1776, was imported 328 cwt. — 155 of which only was imported from Spain, the reft, 
from (ireat Britain. 

In 1783. w^as imported 261 cwt, — none from Spain, 5 cwt. from Flanders, and the reft 
from Great Britain. 

It may indeed he prclumcJ, that the confutnpiiun of fine woollens has, in feme mcafure, 
dccrcafed in Ireland, as well as in England, from the intro iuftion of Mancheiter manufac- 
tures of cotton, which are worn as cloatliing, and, in particular, fo generally for wailkoais 
and brccclics. 

But tlur w’Qollen man u fa flu re of Ireland fecins fo he taking the mod natural an I heft tun. 
The new^ drapery branch advances rapidly : it confumes the wool of the country ; it is Ic's 
difficult in many bianches, and requires Id's ikiii than the fupcrfiiie broad cloths. The im- 
portation of new drapery decrcafcs, and the exportation 1$ become very conliderable. 

it mav not be improper to obferve in this place, that when a paiccl is not fit for broad cloth 
it is applied to tiie manufaflure of woriteds, the iimi\ part to hole and to worfteds for mixing 
with liik r viz. poplins and tablners from is. 3d. to 6s. 6d, per yard i crapes fiom is, 2J, to 
4s. per yard. 

The greater part of the combing woo! is confunicd in worfted for making what is 
new drapery in the Book of Rates, viz. lhaloon fiom 6d. to 2s, 8d. ; caliimanco, qd. to 
2s. 2d.; cvcilafting, is. 3d. 104s.; fatinct, 2s. to 4s.; camhfet, lod. to is. 8d. ; ftulis, broad 
and naiTow% fmglc and double, 6d. to is.Od. ; plufh, 8d. to 3s. 6d. and worfted crapes, from 
7 d, to qd. per yard. 

In many of thclc branches Ireland excels: her poplins and tabinets arc univcrfally known 
and admired, paiticularlv with refpeft to their coJouis. 

The inercafed impoitation of lilk into that kingdom will appear from the following compa- 
rativc view. 


The 
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A, 1 '* 

1 783 The quantity of fiik irnpoited into Ireland on 

an average of three years, 

ending the 25th of 

March, 1773. 


lbs. 

os. 


Ribbands, — - 

» 

~ 557 

» 5 l- 


Manufafhired fiik, 

~ 

— 

7 .t- 


Raw filk, — 

— 

— 41*793 



Throivn dyed. 

— 

— 96 

14 


Ditto undyed, 

“ / 

0 
0^ 

1 

1 0 c 


The quantity of liik imported into Ireland on an average of three years, 

ending the 25th oi 

March, 1783. 


lbs. 

c%. 


Ribbands', , — 


— 1,864 

0 


Manufadured fiik, 


— 22,626 

3 a 


Raw^ fiik, — 


— - 51,029 

I 


Thrown, dyed, 

— 

— 273 



Ditto, undyed, 


— 63-4'/' 

>33 


We may here add a five years average quantity 

of raw and thrown fiik 

imported into Eng- 

land, ending with the prclcni year, 

with the amount of duties upon the great pound 

of 24 

ounces. 

# 




a. 

Sp 

d. 

£■ s. 

dp 

Raw fiik, S 99 o ^3 

at 4 

6 per lb, is 

134,901 16 

6 

Oiganzinc, (i6oz.) 428,191; 

at 7 

4 _ — 

157,006 6 

0 


291,9^8 2 6 


The amount of the exportation of filks and mixtures of filks from IrclanJ, In this year, 
as follows : 




lbs. 


Ribbands, — — 

— 

5'4 

14 

Manufadured fiik, — 

— 

.3.3*'9 

9 

Thrown, dyed, ~ 


309 


Manufadured, mixed, ~ 


2,064 

12 


The principal importation of manufaflured lilks into Ireland frojn Britain arc gauzes, ri!v 
bands, alamodcs, fattias, plain and figured; perfians, liirccncrs, brocades of all ki/ids, and 
feveral other articles ; the quantity of manufaftured fiik from other countries has been very 
trifling. 

With refpeft to cotton wool, cotton yarn, mufiins, and mnnufaclures and mixtures of cot- 
ton, we nialJ give a flatemcnt of an average importation of them into the fiftcr kingdom of 
three years, ending the 2gtli of March* 2773, diftance, ending the 

S5th of March, 1783, 

la 1773, cotton wool, 2,550cwt. 3qrs. ajlbs.; — cotton yarn, 2,22^4 Ihs. ;—muflins, 
194,987 i yards cravats, 122 yards ;~calicoc8, ftained, 3»999 yards ; — ^fuftians, 9,618 ends 
maiiiifaftures and mixtures of cotton, 18,2781 i6g. 2d. value* 

lu 1783, cotton wool, 3,236 cwt. 1 qr. 18 lbs, cotton yarn, 5,405' ibs* ;~niuf]ius, 
yards; — calicoes, flained, 1,541} yards j’—dil to, white, 547^ yards; — fuillanK, I5>012" 
yards ,--manufa£lurcs and mixtures of cotton, 103,119!. 8s. 5}d. value. 

Ka 
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No cotton yarn, or manufiifturcs and mixtures of cotton, were exported previous to the 
year 1781 : but the exportation of that and the two fuccccding years is as follows ; 

Cotton y urn^ Manuf allures mi jetures of Cotton^ Fuftans, 

Tears, Lks, Value,, Yards, 

17^’ 23;; 157 7 o 1,108 

1782 8,798 414 7 6 

1783 2,436 » 1,418 1 o 24,384 

Ireland makes hut little bar iron, and her importation of it has encreafed nr ?r one-tliird in 

ten years, as may he fee n froiri the following comparative averages of three years e icl)* 

The tjuantity of iron imported into Ireland, on an average of three years, ending tiic 25^1 
of March, J773, is as follows : Cu*/. qrs, lbs. 

From tlic Eaft Country, — — 74,683 3 2; 

1 rum Britain, 44^35^ i 


‘^vr 


Total, 119,036 I 4 


Ditto, on an average of three years, ending the 25th of March, 1783. 

^ Civt. qrs, lbs. 

From the Eaft Country, — — 98,488 i o 

From Britain, ~ — — 74 > 73 ^ o 4 -. 


Total, 


I 

< 


173.^78 I 14 


A comparative view of the export from Ireland of iron and iron ware for the rears already 
fpccifiecl. 



h If 

L jn. 



rf, Jrovmcn^. Tf^. 

ff\ct. Iron, 

Iron, 

' i; A. E s . 

V AimJi:, 

A N v 1 T Y 

Vt; ARS. 


V A LI' !•:. 

AVTn Y. 


i. j. ii. 

7; C, 


£■ ^ 

d. f. s. d. 

C. qf, tb. 

F C, 

1771 

2y 4 9 

9 

1781 

16 3 

0 2^3 6 3 

13 

0 

0 

0 0 

5772 

to 5 6 

4 2 

1782 

22 1 1 

4 2 h; 0 

. 7 S 3 7 

0 0 

’773 

2:2 13 10 

2 4 

>783 

213 9 

^ 85 3 9 

359 2 0 

8 I 

I’hc iiTiporfs ifito 

liei.nui for this 

Year, tndinc; the 

qth nf ?\Ia:-eh, i 

783, of iron 

and iron 


ware, is ns F ilows, ^ i/,. lialdwarc to the valur’ of 21,7731,2-. lold. iron, 164,187 cvvt. 
1 t]r. , — .S*^9'^3S knives'; — '/.797 nicnniu ; — 748 pots, — 14,803 7.1/ors; — feilEiis, 757 


9 d'.»/cns ; — fcvthc’;, ■ 4,069 dozens —fmall parcels, 24,473!. 17^^ 3;,d. value o:e, 

3.: 3 tons 

Almoil the whole of tlirfc articles were imported from Britain except iron, which crime tVoin 
i^vcial counnics in the following quantities. 


.1 10 m Fneland, 

Scotland, 

Ciutrnfey, 

jerfov, 

■ Sweiicn, 

RuHia., 


(bivu qf s. lbs* 
61,943 2 ® 

3,144 1 O 

40 3 7 
136 2 14 
R;.- 4 H 9 3 14 

I 1 ,S 73 1 21 


Civi, qrs, l:>s 

Fiom Denmark and Norway, 1,152 o 14 

I'.ail C'oimtiy, 63 o o 

Germany, * ^2^ o o 

I’la’^deis, 728 2 T4 

New York;, 90 o o 

Since 



AN HISTORTCAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 
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A. n, 

1783 Since the heavy duty was laid on glafs in Britain, Ireland has made an extraordinary pro- 
grefs in that manufafturc; though, for fomc time, her imports of this article mull be very 
coufiderablc. 

The average account of glafs imported for three years, ending the 23th of March in this 
year, is as follows: 42,504®- dozens of bottles,; — 2,o67j- cafe bottles; — 22,248 drinking 
glaflcs i — 4^524 vials ; — 3,6751* 1 ts. 9Jd. worth of glafs ware. 

The export of ditto for this year was, 468 ^ozeu of bottles ; — 9,9x0 drinking glaffcs. 


The importation offlockings into Ireland in this year. 


Pait s* 


Cotton, — . — . ^ 23,744 

Silk, ~ 1,042 

Silk and Thread, — — 192 

Silk and Worked, ~ — 580 

Thread, 60,570 

Woollen, — — — i>3i8 

Worfted, ^ ^ m ^ 8,944 


The exportation of ftockings from Ireland in the fame period, 

Dozen, Pairs, 


Thread, — — — 79 3 

Woollen, — — — 259 o 

Worfted, 293 O 


The average import of hats into Ireland of three jTars, ending the 25th of Marcli In the 
prefent vear, amounts to 2,012. 

The export of the fame article from thence during the prefenr and the two fuccccding years 
is as follows : viz, in 17S1, 1,404; — in 1782, 45 ^’» — 

Whereby it appears that the exportation exceeds the importation of this article. 

The imporfs of upholftery into Ireland, in this year, amounts to 8,289!. 2s. lO^d. ; and 
the exports to 630I. jSs. 

The incrcafing impoitation of pot aftics into Ireland, proves the encrcalc of tlie linen m.v 
nufaftarc, of which it is fuch an eflentia! article: iji the year, ending the 25th of Maid*., 
1783^ the importation from all parts amounted to 130,893 cwt. ^1 qr. 21 lbs. which being 
valued at 25s. per cwt. amounts to 163,616!. 15.S. iid. 'The average account, however, of 
the importation of this article, for three years, ending at the fame date, amounts to no more 
than 81,028 cwt* 1 qr, 12 lb* ; though that is one-third more than the average importation oi 
tlircc years, ending the 25lh of March, 1773. 

Books and paper were imported into Ireland to the following amount, on an average of 
three years, ending the 25th of March, 1783, viz. 207I. 14s. Sd^d. wortli of bound books;--” 
2.71 cwt. 1 qr. 10 ibs. of unbourul ditto; — 85,257 prcfTing leaves of paper 4,772 printing 
reams of ditto 5,749 writing reams of ditto. 

The quantity of books and paper exported from Ireland, in this year, nvas 174 cwt. 3 9 *^* 
14 lbs* of unbound books 302 reams of writing paper j—qS reams of brown paper. 

The 
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^783 The tillage of Ireland is well known to be greatly cncrcafeJ, and that her improvements in 
agriculture are very confidcrablc ; it is remarkable, therefore, that her importation of beer 
fliould incrcafc, as it appears to have done from the following compaiative view of the imports 
and exports of that article. 

The quantity of beer imported into and exported from Ireland, on an average of three years, 
ending the 25th of March, 1773, amounted to 45, 585^'. barrels imported, and 3^550; ditto 
exported* ^ 

The quantity of beer Imported and exported on an average of a fimilar period, ending the 
25th of March 1783, was 54,546^-. barrels imported, and 959 ditto exported. 

Within thefc ten years Ireland has become au exporter of corn to a confidcrablc amount, as 
will appear by the following accounts. 


An account of corn and meal imported into Ireland on an average of three years, enJing 
the a5th of March 1773. 



^rs. BiiJ?jeh. 


Caw !<):,, 

Bailey and malt, 

28,320 4 

Flour, 

61,127 1 

Beans and peas. 

1,2044 0 


f/j. 

Oats, — 

742 4 

Oa tinea), — ■ 

9,906 ; 

Wheat,. — 

22,824 4 

Wdieat Meal, 

2 i 457 i' 

An account oi corn and meal exported from Ireland, on the fame average. 



Buflteh. 


Cwt, 

Barley and malt, 

3,222 4l 

Flour, 

^51 3 95 

Beans and peas, 

»94 >1 



Oats, •— 

11,478 2 — — 

Oatmeal, 

' 5 u^ 7 i 

Wheat, — 

1,01 0 

Groats, 

I4I 

Rye, — 

17 0 



An account of corn 

and mcarmipoitcd into Ireland, 

on an average of tin 

’CO years, cndii.g 

llic 2cth of March, 1783. 




Bujheh. 


Cwt, qr :, /'j. 

Barley and malt, ^ 

38,550 4 

Flour, 

22 , 2 o 3 0 2^^ 

Beans and peas, 

41 1 2:. 


Bd^ . 

Oats, — 

490 2 'i 

Oatmeal, 

SvI-C’^.V 

AMicat, — - 

649 2 



An account of corn and meal exported from Ireland, 

on an average of the fame pr^rio j. 





Barley and malt. 

9,848 at 

Flour, 

85, -'.84 3 n. 

Beans and peas, 

**645 04 


Bd.' r(\[\ , 

Oats, — 

53,285 6* 

Groats, — 

7 

Wheat, — 

30,123 

Oarmcab 

^^577-^: 



Wheat: meal, 

664 


VoL. JV. 3 An 



530 -AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTI'ON 

A. D. ' _ _ 

1783 An account of goods and merchandize, being the growth,’ produft, or manufafture of Alia, 
imported into Great Britain, and fromnhence cjf^iortcd to Ireland, for one year, ending th« 
25th of March, 1783. ^ 


Di' NOMINATIONS. 

Quantity. 

Lbs. Tards, 

Value 
£. s. 

d. 

Stained Callico, — 

— 

1,203 

0 

0 

IS 

a 

White ditto, — 


480 

96 

0 

0 

Muflin, 

— 

37,272 

6,522 

tz 

a 

India Silks and Stuffs, . 



— 


- 

Drugs, — ~ 

— 


9.121 

2 

4 

Cinnamon, — 

634 


252 

8 

0 

Clo^^s, — — 



280 

10 

0 

Mace, — — 

788 


656 

13 

4 

Nutmegs, — — 

5.388 


2,694 

0 

0 

Pepper, — — 

62,719 


4,181 

5 

4 

Piemento, — ^17* 

Rice, — — 

2,082 


104 

2 

0 

1, 106 

Ik 

8 

17 

9 

Saltpetre, — — ‘ 

186,515 


4,163 

5 

7i' 

China ra\^(^;5Silks, — 

32.656 


32,656 

0 

0 

Bohea Tea, — 

1,478,080 


147,808 

0 

0 

Green ditto, ~ 

570,838 


171,251 

8 

0 


s. d. 

Total value of Afiatic merchandize imported from Great Britain in 1781, 382,152 7 i 

Ditto, in 1782, _ _ _ ~ 293,720 15 65. 

Ditto, in 1783, — — — — 380,096 19 4' 

Total value of the three years, — — — 1,055,970 2 o 

To prove the very cficntial injury done to the revenues by finuggling, the following account 
•f tea imported annually into Europe was publiflied about this time, 

Pou7jJs IVdghl, 

By the Englifh, — — 6,000,000 

By Foreigners, — — 13,000,000 

Total, 19,000,000 

Above two-thirds of the whole were proved to be confuracd in Great Britain and Ireland. 
The laft feafon 14,000,000 lbs. of tea, bcfidcs fiiks, nankeens, &c. were exported from 
China to Europe in 16 foreign ihips, viz. 8 Portuguefe, i Tufean, 4 Danes, and 3 Swedes, 
great part of which was fmuggled into thefe kingdoms. 

About 40 foreign Blips failed for the Eaft Indies and China in 1782 and 1783, with the 
intention of returning to Europe and America in 1784, laden chiefly with tea; the profits of 
which voyages would in a great meafurc depend on BritUh fmuggiing. 


Expobt* 
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A. ». 

1783 Exports from Irelan^d to ENot'AwT) for one Year, ending the 23th of March 1783, 
^ diftingui filing each principal Article, and fpccifying its Value. 




s* 

d. 

f 

c 

s. 

d. 

Bacon 

4>58 s 

1 1 

10*: 

HuV^ 

67.497 

0 

0 

Beer 

‘44 

6 

8 

Iron 

51 

t 

9 

Beef 

i02,74p4. 15 

0 

Ironmonger’s ware 

59 

0 

0 

Jlottles of glafs 

/ 

ID 

0 % 

Kelp ^ - 

1,842 

0 

0 

Boards, barrels 

22 

to 

0 

I,cad ore 

0 

FS 

7 

Books, bound and unliound 184 

13 

9 

Linen cloth 

948,183 

9 

4 

Bread 

278 

n 

0 

Meal 

4,614 

1 2 

0 

Bullocks and cows 

800 

0 

0 

Ox bones and guts 

>37 

6 

8 

Jkmcls, empty 

*25 

0 

0 

Pork 

61,283 

14 

0 

Butter 


10 

0 

Rabbits furs 

1,384 

IS 

0 

Candles 


1 

8 . 

Rape feed * 

5.334 

17 

6 

Cheefe 

85 

3 

9 

Salt 

S 

0 

0 

Coaches & coachmakers’ 

work 40 

0 

0 

Silk, manufaflured 

T,i4S 

0 

0 

Copper ore 

02., 


6 

Skins 

25,492 

12 

9 

Join 

37. '46' 

16 

6 

Soap 

223 

0 

0 

Fcatliers 

90 

10 

0 

Tallow 

62,081 

0 

0 

Fifli 

1,264 

X 

21 

Tongues, 

577 

16 

0 

Flax feed, Irifli 

63 

0 

0 

Wooden ware 

70 

0 

0 

(?lue 

1,243 

19 

2 

W^ool 

1,037 

16 

2 

Habevdaflicry ware 

I 

'4 

1 1 

I..iacn yarn 

204,016 

10 

0 

Hair 

174 

0 

0 

Cotton yarn 

1 2 1 

16 

0 

Hogs 

642 

0 

0 

M’"orftcd ditto 

99,627 

0 

0 

1 log’s lard 

S*3''»2 

10 

0 

Small parcels 

5,916 

F) 


Horfes 

Horns 

222 

sH 

0 

4 

0 

lO 

Total, 

1,865,392 

>4 

8 
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£■ 

S* 

d. 


/:• 

5. 


> 

% 

1 

2,669 

7 

8 

Brimflone 

57> 

F> 


Apparel 

254 

*S 

10 

Candlewick 

1.594 

JO 

7 : 

Aims 

*.039 

4 

7 

Cards, wool 

386 

9 

4 

Bacon 

40 

0 

10 

Chalk 

2,241 

I 

0 

Bark 

30,946 

2 

6 

Cheefe 

5.440 

16 

lo! 

Battery 

8,400 

12 

0 

Chocolate 

I 

10 

0 

Beer ^ . 


2 

X 

Coaches, chaife, &c. 

3.421 

F5 

0 

Books 

2,414 

10 

4 

Coals 

165,213 

12 

6 

Bullion, {liver 

6 - 5'3 

8 

4 

Coffee 

4,823 

IS 

0 

Berries, Juniper 

104 

IS 

0 

Copper plates and bricks 

; 7 . 2.?3 

2 

6 

Bottles of glafs 

6,656 

12 

0 

Cordage 

524 

18 

S 

Brals fliruff 

202 

15 

0 

Cork " 

77 

17 

6 

Bricks 

334 

10 

0 

3 X 2 

Corn 

28,02,1 

>6 5 
Drape! V 
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1783 I M P 0 R 7 S 

C O N T I N U E n. 





£. s. d. 

Drapery 

311,563 14 0 

Oil 

1.159 10 11^ 

Drugs 

9,120 19 10 

Priiiting fluffs 

403 13 9 

Dying fluffs 

40,543 12 Si 

Paper « 

39,191 3 8 

Eaithen ware 

19.433 13 5J' 

Pafteboard 

941 0 0 

Elcphaiu’s teeth 

97 S 0 

^ Pewter 

4,700 0 0 

Fans 

61 5 0 

Pictures 

332 0 7i- 

Fifli 

1,039 18 0 

Pitch 

694 13 6 

Flax, drefled and undrefled 

3,527 2 10^ 

Plates of tin 

2,459 16 8 

Flints 

15 6 0 

Pot allies 

18,547 15 3 i 

Furs 

336 4 10 

Quilts 

- Jo 0 0 

Fuftlans 

3,888 13 ij. 

Ribband filk 

3,707 10 0 

Glafs 

7.413 10 Si- 

Rezin 

83 6 3 

Gloves 

nt 9 0 

Sadler’s ware 

314 12 2 

Grindflones 

39 3 4 

Salt 

51.227 5 3 

Groceries 

10,981 14 3 

Saltpetre 

8,326 11 3 

Gunpowder * 

1,287 3 

Seeds - 

6,275 i’ loi 

Haberdafhery 

15,692 '13 9i- 

Sidcr 

1,406 16 ol 

Hair, goats and csamels 

651 13 6 

Silk, manufaftured 

50,214 7 6 

Hats 

2»934 15 0 

— — . raw 

32,656 0 0 

Hemp, nnd refled and feed 

1 ,998 6 0 

— thrown. 

0 

- 

■".a 

Hops 

56,767 16 3 

Slates 

745 3 4 

Horfes 

150 0 0 

Skins - 

925 2 4; 

Hardware 

21.758 5 

Snuff 

59 17 (> 

Ironmongers’ ware 

86,839 15 

Soap 

6 9 8: 

Iron ore 

242 5 0 

Soap a/hes 

10 0 0 

Ivory, wrought 

381 3 » 

Spirits, — brandy 

141 19 5I 

Lace 

389 8 0 

geneva 


Lamp black 

218 5 1 

-ruin 

7.S40 I 

Latten 

48 7 6 

Stationary ware 

357 I S 

Lead 

10,198 6 9 

Steel 

507 16 II ~ 

Lead ore 

40 0 0 

Stockings 

11,369 2 10 

Lime, lemon and orange j nice 88 4 0 

Sugar — candy 

16 0 0 

Linen— -Britifl), damaik, diaper. 

— — Joaf 

56,116 17 6 

lawns, muflins, &c. 

27.595 7 iii 


200,530 5 i',: 

Linfeed 

2,040 12 lOf 


2,639 16 0 

Linen, cotton, andfilk, Bri- 


Sword blades 

118 2 0 

tifh manufafture i 

18,921 3 10 

Sword cutlers’ ware 

466 19 4 

Mats • ^ 

215 10 8 

Tar 

590 2 0 

Meal 

i,8ai 2 8 

Tea 

319,059 8 8 

Millinery ware 

6,931 1 1 6t 

Tobacco 

31,566 0 6 

Mill ftoncs 

75 0 0 

Tow 

400 0 0 

Oakum 

640 10 114- 

Toys 

7,973 7 11 

Oranges and lemons 

52 13 5t 

T wine 

64 17 6 




Tiles 
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1783 IMPORTS CONTINUED. 




d. 


:C. 

5. 

d. 

7 ’iles 

82,017 0 

0 

Wine — Rhcnifh 

• 1 

0 

0 

fin 

“ 906 1 

3 

— Spanifh 

40 

0 

0 

Velvet 

- 24 0 

0 

Wood 

4.791 

12 

0 

Vinegar 

83 n 

lOl' 

Wire 

S. 3 S 4 

18 

4 l 

Upholftery ware 

6,314 10 


Wool — cotton, eftridge, 

&r 



Walnuts, &c. 

- 200 16 

3 

Spanifli 

13.410 

19 

9 

Wax, bees 

348 14 

6 

Yarn 

, 4.53 » 

3 

9 

Whalel)one 

67 8 

9 

— Small parcels 

13,066 

13 

6 

Wine — French 

3*231 3 

0 





Port 

1 

0 

C 

0. 

Total, 

2,148,782 

12 

3 


EXPORTS from IRELAND into S COTLAN D.. 






C s. 

d. 

Beef 

- 

147437 15 0 

Horns, ox and cows 

175 16 

8 

Books 

- 

46 5 0 

Hides, tanned & uiitanncd 

6,191 13 

0 

Bread 

- 

22 4 0 

Linen cloth 

c^ 

0 

cc 

0 

Bullocks and cows 

1,165 0 0 

Meal, — flour and oats 

3.043 4 

0 

.Barrels, empty 

10 5 0 

Ox guts 

4 6 

8 

Butter 

• » 

0 

0 

Pork 

1.777 »7 

0 

Candles 


2 5 10 

Salt 

3 15 

0 

Ciiccfc 


500 

Skins, calves 

499 

0 

Corn — barley, malt Sc oats 

3.844 3 0 

Soap 

131 13 

4 

Feathers 

- 

II 15 0 

Starch 

5 6 

8 

Hams 

- 

491 8 9 

Tallow 

1.253 7 

6 

Herrings 

- 

106 10 0 

Tongues 

208 19 

0 

Glue 

- 

33 8 

Yarn, — linen and w'orfled 

17,922 10 

9 

Glafs ware 

- 

11 00 


Sio 6 

3 

Hogs lard 

- 

93 3 9 

— 


— 

Horfes 

• 

2,256 0 0 

Total, 

123,897 12 

I 


IMPORTS from SCOT LAN D into IRE LAN 

D. 




£. 3 . d. 


£. .. 


Ale 


127 6 8 

Coals 

00 

0 

Apparel 

• 

206 5 1 

Corn 

52s 3 

6 

Bark 

- 

3 S» * 0 

Drapery 

».S 34 13 

6 

Beer 

- 

190 5 0 

Drugs 

0 2 

6 

Books, bound ic unbound 

677 5 0 

Dying fluffs 

2 . 24 S 4 

S 

Bullion, fdver 

068 

Earthen ware 

60 I 

9 

Bottles of 

t.'afs 

261 4 6 

Filh 

1,548 II 

0 

Bricks 

m 

212 0 

Flax, undreft •• 

27s 3 

I 

Coaches, 

8cc. • 

509 0 0 

T uftcans ^ 

0 ir 

3 


Gls. 
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1783 IMPORTS 

CON r 1 N U^E D. 





■ & 

s. 

d. 


c- 

s. 

d 

Glafs cafes and ware 

33 

■9 

6 

Seeds 

425 

6 

41 * 

Gloves 

5 

8 

0 

Siik, manufaftured 

9,C20 

6 

9 

Hulled barley . - 

73 

3 

0 

Sidcr 

5 

0 

0 

Haberdafliery 

3 >S 69 

0 

81 

Slates 

27 

13 

4 

Hats - ' - 


10 

0 

• Skins 

145 

9 

3 

Horfes 

1,920 

0 

0 

Snuff 

0 

18 

9 

Hard ware 

12 

3 

4 

Soap - . - 

553 

7 


Ironmonger’s ware 

2,909 

7 

1 1 

Spirits, rum 

2,206 

I 

9 

Ivory, wrought 

4 

19 

0 

St;arch 

3 

4 

7 

Lead, wdiitc 

6 

13 

4 

Stationary ware 

0 

8 

0 

Linen — Britifh, cambricks, 




Steel 

254 

13 

3 

canvas, coloured & 




Stockings 

2,861 

S 

0 

muffins 

2 >Si 3 

IS 

10 

Sugar — Loaf 

3.1 13 

5 

0 

Kenting 

40^235 

12 

0 

r'-L. Mufeovade 

22,758 

15 

0 

Lawnis 

II. OS 

II 

0 

r. Small parcels 

0 

15 

0 

— Cotton andiilk, Bri- 


« 


Tar 

286 

16 

0 

tiih manufaftures 

5,388 14 

6 

Tobacco 

28,812 

8 

0 

Linfeed 

301 

10 

0 

I'oys 

• 0 

18 

6 

Mats 

I 

I 

4 

7’ in 

199 

1 

3 

Meal Hour 

868 

4 

0 

Upholflery ware 

1,929 

12 

75 - 

Millinery ware 

1. 714 

4 

2 

Wine, Port 

35 

0 

0 

Oil ^ - 

I > 3 ' 

14 

8 

W ood 

806 

8 

1 

J^'^i^^ing ffuffs 

10 

6 

8 

Wool, cotton 

31 ^ 

15 

0 

Paper 

1,078 

8 

0 

Wire, lattcn 

3 

0 

0 


5 

0 

0 

Yarn 

201 

2 

0 

Plates of tin 

0 

8 

4 

— — Small parcels 

639 

7 

1 

Potafl)es„ 

23 

2 

6 

— 




Sadler’s ware 

75 

0 

0 

Total, 

171,670 

14 

hr 1 

/ 4 

Salt 

493 

16 

9 

— 





Notwithllanding Scotland Is fo great a linen country, it appears that the \aluc of the linen 
fhe takes from Ji cland is above half of all her imports from that country. On the other ha))cl* 
Treland takes not much Icfs of other forts of linens from Scotland, keiuing alone amounting 
to forty thoufand tvvo hundred and thiity-five pounds, and lawns to eleven thoufand ones* hun- 
dred and feyenty-iive pounds in this year. This proves, that different fabrics of the fame 
nianufaflure may flouriflr in the neighbouiing countjrics to the advantage of both. Between 
fifty and fixty years ago, the annual exports from Ireland' to Scotland were about clcveni thou- 
fand nine hundred pounds, above one half of which was oatmeal, "J he imports from Scot- 
land were thirty-one thoufand fevcii hundred pounds, of which coals were above one-third , 
tobacco, feven thoufand eight hundred pounds ; linen and kenting, three th- :fond five hun- 
dred pounds. 
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Af'ricii, 

Cananc^, 

Deninai k and Norway, 
KafV Country, — 

KjiU Indies, « — 

FlaiJticib, — 

Frnnce, — 

Germany, — 

HalUnd, -~- 

Ireland, — 

IficofMan, — ~ 

liHly, 

M.Kkira, . — 

Portugal, — 

Uu«id, — 

Sf>ain, — — 

Gilnalrar, ~ 

Swt'Ien, - — 

‘'Puikcy, - — 

Venice, — . 

Gieenland, — — 

lllanrl nf Alderney, 
ItUnd of Guerniisy, 
Jfl?ind of JciTey, 

Ifland of iiaik, 

Crin?uki, — — 

Cape Breton, 

Cm o! in a, — • 

Florida, • — 

Oentgia, — — 

Uu{ir«in';i Biv, 

Tw e w Ksi i\ i a >ul , 

Nc'v tounJUml, 

Ne w Yolk, — — 

Nova Scotia, — 

rennry Ivania, 


Virg'nia S; Maryland, 
Anguilla, — 

Antigua, 

Bahamas, 

Bm hatioes, — — . 

Bermuda, 

Tlominica, • - - — 

Grenruia, 

Hondo rat» Bay, 

Jamaica, 

mont'errar, , 

Mufquito Sliore, 

Nevis, 

Sr. Croix, ■— — 

St. Eufiiirius, * — — 

St. Kitt’s, — — . 

St. Lucia, ■'—I —” ■ 

Sr, Thomas’s, — — 

St. Vincent's, — _ 

Tohaeo, —— >■■■ 

Tonula, — 

Dciiicrara, — - 

St. Donaingo, 

Surinam, 

St. Martin's, 

Cape Francois, — , 

Havannah, — 

New Orleans, — 

Buenos Ayres, 

Northern Fifhcj y, 

Souilicrn FiOiery, — 

Foreign coin and bullion, 
Ihize goods, 


1.071 14 

6,i:Of) 1*^ 

2.072 4 


*6? 
, I on 


18 


463,362 J4 4 


Total,, 


.s. 

IMPORT 
• £• 47.^60 iz 
4,162 2 

s . 

EXPO 

£' 7^-7,563 

R T a. 


9 

8 ~— 


' t. 

15,259 

18 1,80 1 

— - 10 

131,854 2 


0 

^ 9 

- 

.. 830,428 8 

*»3<^*»495 n 

1,112,467 17 

87,119 8 

684,110 14 

485. 3S4 12 

1,611,904 ■— 

3 

152,819 

14 8 

18 8 


' 3 

701,4=^5 


7 

1,051,427 

101,167 

5 


2 

8 

7 10 


1,259,752 

* S 7 

18 10 


1 

752,520 


1 

2,430,472 

15 6 

_ 

^ 3 f 73 ^ 1 

10 

26, J, 26 

1 1 — 

— 

i- 7 <>f 777 7 

8 

456,925 

3 1 

^ 

3.303 18 

10 

27,208 

1 4 


322,547 10 

4" 

6 1 3 , 1 04 

13 — 



1,120, 766 18 

» 

219,859 

15 z 

■ ’ ■ 

422,486 5 

3 

594.045 

19 6 


f 6 6 

* 

77.3 

1 1 8,00 1 

6 6 




15 10 



237,928 12 

7 

66,656 

1 6 4 

""" ' 

4‘.9^=3 2 

6 

42,666 

j 0 — 


50,125 7 

5 

26,655 

5. 3 


35,014 16 

6 

»47 

»5 4 


3 7 7 

6 

1.2.3 I 

1 0 9 

— — 

57,618 11 

7 

51,967 

— 1 1 

‘ 

14,1276 12 

* 

2o,r333 

S 3 

•— 

81,290 

I 

391.34s 

£ 2 

.. — 

77,740 IX 

3 

2 SO, 3 ^i 

i 0 — 

— 

i 5 , 6 1 8 10 

8 

^5, ^56 

£ 6 4 

■ 

*5‘7f'4 n 

6 


5 

- 

7.554 *9 

1 


1 8 — 


i 6 , 5 2 0 4 

9 

202,5 c: 5 

17 — 


60,247 12 

1 

1 60,2 5 4 

1 2 — 

— 

102.778 12 

1 0 

6 0 1 , 1 52 

3 — 



• 2,v;o4 ,9 

S 



. j.^aurenep. 

30,^5 1 iW 


245, 

; 8 

105,062 19 

io,6.‘*o J6 
77-9»2 7 

3 

1 

2 19,8^4 

6 9 

— 

13 7 49 

7 6 


1,356 7 

2 

2, s; 2 7 

t7 8 

— 

106, :n6 5 

10 

178,710 

4 8 

— 

i»,3oS 2 

4 

9 1,I0Q 

14 I 

— 

80,701 7 

5 1 

47. ,8 30 

3 

— — 

224,399 11 

! 

5i'46t 

9 4 


1.917 

6 1 

3.490 

14 2 


1,688.594 ig 

■— 

1)057,5"' ^ 

6 

' 

39,166 15 

6 

13,686 

I t ic 

— 

35.5^4 «3 

i 

10 


16 s 


*-2 V 


~7 



216,490 z 

X 1 

68.305 

15 j j 


183,849 >8 

5 

45,78: 

8 1 j 


8,713 19 

8 

58,740 

9 1 0 

— 

76,506 12 

4 

20,404 

10 8 


114.025 — 

2 

13,465 

17 10 


i3^<»7<5t> 16 — j| 

381 »6 4 

49.»!4 

t — - 


31 15 


3»92i 5 

53 6 
709,283 z 
7 i 5,665 10 
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A.. I>. 

17S3 Aa authentic account of com and grain exported from, and imported into England and 
Scotland this vear* 


EXPORTED. I MPORTE D. 


CO 

Britijh 

For cr^n 

1783- 


England. 


,Ors, 

V. 

England, 


Wheat, — 

4.541 

13.^195. 

W’^licat, — 

484,921 

Wheat Flour, &;c. 

25.952 

981 

Wheat Flour, 

20,240 

Rye, ^ 

43 * 

2,873 

Rye, — 

74.465 

Malt, — 

45.919 

— 

Rye Flour, — 

124 

Barley, — 

5.395 

1.321 

Barley, — 

■87,884 

Oats, — 

CO 

2.405 

Oats, — 

166,222 

Oat -meal, — 

i >*93 

— 

Oat-meal, 

9 

Beans, — 

10,164 

/ 

Beans, — 

17.43s 

Peas, — 

2,701 

— 

Peas, — 

1,087 




Indian corn, 

2 

Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Wlicat, — 

4*869 

« 

Wheat, — 

78,844 

Wheat Flour, 

1,904 

— 

Wheat Flour, 

— 178 

Rye, - 

60 

— 

Rye, — 

6, 706 

Barley, •*- 

00 

— 

Barley, — 

— » 

0 

0 

Barley-nica!, — 

47 

— 

Barley- meal, — 

12 

Oats, — 

185 

— 

Oats, — 

61,504 

Oatmeal, 

64 

— 

Oatmeal, — 

1,207 

Peas and Bciuis, 

67 

— 

Peas, — 

i 3>»93 

I'lic bounties on corn and grain e 

xported from England 

in the courfe of this 

year, amouii- 


ted to 13,117!. 

The drawbacks, during the fame period, were 461!. 11s, 5d. 

The amount of the bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, during the fame 
time, was 179!. 15s, 5d, 

I'he duties on corn imported into England, was 17,062!. 9s. 2d.; and, in Scotlaiul, thry 
amounted to 3,S47h 4s, 3CI 

The average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the ftandard Wincheftcr but'hci, fn 
this year, was as follows : — 

Wheat, 6s. 7d. ; rye, 4s. 5id. ; barley, 3s. 9Jd*; oats, 2S. 5jd. ; beans, 4s. 4~d. 

An account of the chrillenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, f)r 
this year. 

Chriftened, males 8,739 Buried, males 9i730 

. females 8,35a females 9,299 


nc 


17,091 


19,029 



OF r u K origin o c com ivf I n c l, 


jj t 


A » 

*7^3 following are the variations of the public funds during this year, with the luglieft and 

lowcit piices arrai^ged oppofite to citch month. 




J^ank 

1 '< 

/<cr 

^ per 


Ann. 

So:a/ 

1 A Sea 

India 

I Indi i 

India 

A\rv 

r.Xfbr.-JU^f 

i 




1 w'-nA, 

( ML 

<eMt. I - 

e :nfo/l 

1 77 i 

S/ii 

Stoik 

Old Ml tv 


.'Inn. 

Bond 1 . 

Bi/h. 

Bli.'U 


lanuarv, 

1 

1 2 1 f 

() I J 

, bo 1 

H7J 

18; 

12j- 


68;: — 

140 



1: 

4 .s.n 3 

( 


i 

I 

1 


; ;■ 


87; 

20; 

Miv 

— 

: 

140.’. 






l\l»ruaiy, 

^ 3.5 

;f)S( 

i 

/‘I' 

85 J 

Ki> 

20 

20; 

13! ' 
'3:;. 

1- 

168 ; ■ — 

1 

’ ; 
i 7 

1 





M vih, 

f 

: ' 

67 ? 

86..; 

20. V 

* 3 s' 


'67; ' 66; 

' -t- * 4 

! 






1 

134;! 

'bS' 


87; 

20;.:. 

I 4 -V 

,76 


141 ; 

i 

' 


— 


Aj>ril, 

1 

I 

J 3 ' 

1 3 -’’ 

lb}- 

' (} i 1 

\(yP 

8<; 

S 

' 9 ;'.r 

-.-.O'; 

* 3 .! 

14^' 

17.7 

76 

— 

— I'''?. 

J 

k 

I J-ii 
iO p. 

9; 

1 1 ‘ 

2 di!, 

I 2 


^ i '' vn 

i 

i.p', 



84.; 


J 4 *v 

*74 * 

/ 4 i 

^ (Vk 

kv’ 


p. 

9-1 

f a 4 

J. , 


1 

> 3 -.' 


n8 


2x; 

' 4 .'\ 

76 

;b 7 - 


If-,- ' 

S did 

r:V 

t. i ; . 



i 

mu', 





‘ 4 i- 

7 5 

; ■ '■ 5 

k'k',' 

j > i 

i a (> 

i 1 

J 'S . 

1 

3 


1 

i 3 ' ' 


b? ! 1 


'' a 

14’- 

' j 

i— 'bo-* 

1 i ' 


in ’ ; i 
' ! 

hiP i 

^ ‘ 1 

1 1 : ' - 

.. !, 

, 0 .. 

] dv. 

i 

1 ?.y ! 

hi '■ 

( ) } ' . 


J 9 


i 

— j6:v‘; 

kk’ 

| 57 :i 

2 did ■ 

10; ! 

■* iM 1 * 

,ipav 


1 

i ? h ‘ 


h' - 

‘ '-f ! 

; ’’j ^ 1 


; — * 

ib-k 


4)1 ; 


1 1 :'8 ’ 

^ 1 i » « 


A J V'h'l, 

i 

I -ws 

^ ' ‘r ^ 


d ■ 

1 ’ ! 

f ' 

0 * 

‘70 

jOi;, 

kk> 

‘o.-j' I 

8 dii, ; 

r J 

■ i 


’ ’k''' 


1 

! . '-> 

b S ^ 

'Ou. 

/h; ' ; 

n, ; j 

k-.: 

7 * 

jO:;: 

3 .;*) 

1 5 v ' ' 

:!? n* 1 

X 

. -( f 

J :: 

I ’ iu 

S; ;Uc:nb. 

1 

1 *' <’> ’ 

-i 

.S 5 

, 8 , ■ ■ 

1 y) ' 

j 2 ! 

; 7 i 1 

'ibi:, 

kvi 

■S-'k 

Ib d. 

] 1 , 

3 

0 p h 


1 





!'.• 

kk- 

i — , 

- 164; 


: 

2dd. i 

J-r 

Li '< . 

, ’ p.r. 

{ )dtA/oer, 

f 

! 

i 

i:r; ’ 

/' ' 

•) ' - 

S n . 

'S 7 ' , 



: 

■ 

' — 

p-‘ i y)\ 

k-,^k 

.55 

;kk; 

7 ^ 3 ?; 

1 dji. ' 
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The fuilowJng bl!h; relative to itrul: :»nJ commerce wcie j'.iHivl in this year. 

A biii to pcnnit the importation oi all forts ofeorn, grain and meal, upon the pavnnent of the 
low duties, toy a limited time. 

I'o continue an ad, entitled, An ad more cfrl dually to pievciil his Man uy's enemies 
fn ni being iuj-plled with iliips or vclhls fioni (Jrcat Bfiiain.” 

I'o continue fcvcral lawn; rcLuing to the regulating fees of oiuccvs of the cuilonia and ita'. af 
olhcers in America .; — to tlic ailowiiig the exportation of ceilain quantities of wheat and other 
aiticlcs, to his Majcflyhs fugar colonies in America; — to the permitting, the exj^orrateui :>t 
tohaceo pipe clay from this kingdom to the Bririih fugar co]<'nies or pIant;itio;is ir. rite Whnl 
Indies ; — and to the repealing t!ic duties upon pot and pearl alhes, and upon wood and wex^d 
sillies, imported into Circat Ih ltain, and for gianting other duties m lieu thereof. 

I'or continuing fcvcral ads palTcd for the better regulation of lailagc and ballaftage ia the 
river Thames. 

For allowing the importation of rice, paddy, Indian corn, Indian meal, and mar/.e, t; cc 
fiom duty, for a limited lime. 

For lurthcr continuing an ad for allowing the importation of fine org:ui/dnc Italian thrown 
filk ini any Ibips or veficls, for a limited time. 

To amend an ad, entitled, “ Anafl for the more eficduallv Feuving il;c dmies opoo tn. 
bacco ; to prohibit the ImporUilon of currants into Circal Britain in lotu>l P‘'v:k .rgc ; ; to : . pni 
VoL. IV. 3 Y 


! Cxi! 



AN II T T 0 fv I C \ L ANT) C II R O N O L 0 G T C A I D K n U C T I O M 


S3S 

A. I>. 

17S3 fucli pnrt of rhe provlfo in tbc act of rlic cighrcciuh year of tlie rcipn of }iis prefent Majefty^ 
as pt'i'inits Portugal and ^paniih wines and other wines, ixcei)! 1 reuch wines, to he imported 
ill fmall calks for private ufc ; and for taking off the inland «iuvv )>ayal>ic upon the imporiatiori 
of cocoa nuts into this klitgvloin, and upon the exportation thercofas nierc!,\andi/.e\ 

I'orthe more effectual draining and preierving certain lands and grounds vvirliin the level of 
Hatfjcld Ciiacc and parts adjacent, in the counties of York, Llnc olrt and ?\oltingljam. 

For allowing the importation of goods froip Furopc in ncurnil fhips int(,' the illands of St. 
Chilflopher, Nevis, IMoiuferrat, Dominica, St. A'inccnl, Circnada and tl'.e Clrtnadiiu s, aiid 
of goods, The produce or maniiiatflurc of the faid illauds, and of d'ol-'ago and St. L.ucia, fuuu 
thence into this kingdom, in fuch Ihips, upon payment ot tlie JJriiilh 1‘lvinvation duties, fo: a 
limited time: tor permitting ccitain goods, the produce ofthofe illands, feemeJ in wardiouies 
in tdiis kingdom, to he taken out, on payment of ihe Ih iriih Pl.antation duties, and to can.ed. 
ccitain bonds entered into for payment of the duties due .theieon : for fintlier cr'Utiiiuini'' ce’~ 
tain temporary ads for the encouragement of trade ; and to repeal an ad, made in ilic 2^d 
year of his Majefty's reign, foi allowing the impoitation of goods the growth of St. Cinii'^ 
lopher, Nevis and Moiufcnat^ into any of his Majr fly's dominions in Europe 01 A iiierica, 
l or rendering more effeduai the provifions contained in an ad of the 1 ph year of Kin'- 
(icorge the Firfr, for preventing fraijds and abides in the dying trade. 

l or rendering the ]iavmrnt of creditors more equal andi expeditious in thr.t part of 
Jh'itrfm called Scotland; arid for making perpetual fo mucli of an ad, made in the i-th of inv 
prefent Mrijtllyks reign, as relates to bills and promllVorv notes. 

For granting a bounty upon llic exportation of iJiilllli nnd Iri/li buckrams and tilletriri;', 
Eritilh and Irilh linens, Uritifh calicoes and cottons, or cotton nrixed witli Imeiu jc'intu!,, 
painted, fhil’icd or dyed in Great Britain. 

d'o rejicrd fo much oftv. o ads as prohibits trade and iiitcrcourfc with tlic United c f 

/iiu erica. 

f’or removing and preventing all doubts which have arifen, or might arife, concerning thr; 
excimive rigln-’ the Parliament and courts of ircland in matters of hegidation and jud.i- 
cr.tuie, \r. \c. 

‘i’o amend :^nd render more eiTrdiirJ fcvcral ads for mriking a nrcv igahlc canal ido:n riis 
'I'lciii to the Mcjky ; and a branch from the laid canal to Iiog Hal!, and a laii uaynnu 
them. c to or near Caidon, in the county of !: talT(iid. 

To difclinrgc and indemnify the Fnited (.'onipany of l\I(?rcliants of England trading i .> tli'" 
Faft Indies, from all <1 imrges, ijilt. rcil and IciTe-., in rclpcd to tiicir not !?-'akii:g regulai ]\’\- 
rnent of ccitain inm - d:ic, and to become due to the public ; and to allow iuither time foi h:ch 
paynunt - and tc; enable tlie Company to borwAV certain lirii (A niom, v , and to make a d'\i- 
tlcivl of 4!- }>cr ce.iit. to the y)ro|.u ictors, at Midfuinmer, 1783. 

For making and nuilnLaining a liavigalilc camil from the river Idiames or Ifis, at or near 
I.eachladc, to join end comnuinicatc wirh the Stroudw'atcr canal at aij])i idge, near the town 
of Stioud ; and alio a eoiiiilcraj cut from the faid canal at or near Siddinglon, to or near tlic 
town of Cirenceitcr, in the countie.s of Glouccfter and Wilt ,. 

] or jACvcntirg; certain inflruments frcmi being required from flops belonging to the Utnrcd 
States of America; and to give to his Alaiefty, for a limited time, certain [)ovvers for the hetici 
carrying on trade and comnicrcc between the fubjefts oi his Majefly's dominions and the in- 
ViabitanUv of ilic laid United Stales, 


Foy 



OF T TJ F O R 1 C I M OF COMMERCE. 

For empowering prrlbns navigating vlIY.Is upon the rlvtr Trent, between a place called 
W ildcn 1 errv. in the counties of J.)ci hv nnJ Leicetler, or one of them, and the towriofiJur- 
ton upon '1 rent, in the county of StafTorcI, lo hau! the lame with horibs. 

Foi altering and varying the powers ot an aft for in akin;: the river l^ouglas, alias AHand, 
navigable from rite liver Kibble to V\ i:;3n, in the count v ^lalatinc of Lancafter; and for tn« 
iihiing the Cornp-iny of Proprietors ol'tlie Leeds and Li\cTpool canals, incorporated by an aft 
palled in the lOlh year of his piefent M^jelfy's reign, to puichale the laid river navigaticn ; 
lor amending the faid laft-nieniioned aft for incorporating and confolidating the faid two na-* 
vigafions ; and for oilier pui pedes. 

I or improving the navigation of the livcr Trent, frenn a ]>!:u;c called W’ilJcn Fcitv, in nhe 
counties <d Oeilpv and Lcicciter, (u one oftlkcm, to (vainlbo: ougli, in tlic countv of Lincoln ^ 
and fur empowering peribns, n:u igating vcficf'; thcief-n, to Icn!: the fame vvi‘!i h.orfes. 

ho: rej'caiiipg an aft, cntillcd, An aft lor chargin;;’ a flr.mp duty upon inland hills of cj;- 
cliaingL-, prumiiihry notes, or other notes pavai-lv (*t]llr^^ife than on demand, ” an.J for grant- 
in; new iiamp dulies on bills of exchange, prcmiidiny and oilvjr notes; and alfo ibmp duties 
on rceei’pts’. 


i 01 t iufnling the connniiTioners c.f I'unp'v the fcvi ral counties therein tnemioned, in 
Scot’and, to alh l’- and levy certain fiinv: tor ridievit*-:?- fnch of the ininbitants of the f';icl coun- 
ties a: have been reduced to indigence by the failure of the lall vcai's crop of corn ; and to en- 
:d.>!e hi'; Majtiiy, dur'uyg the ne\t recel's of Jkailiament, lyy and with the advice of his Piivy 
(bniiudl, to peiinit the iniportati(.ci of corn into the (aid counties for a liinitcd rime, and in, 
:hips or vefibls !)■ longing anv date in ainitv wltli hi.-. Maicflv, navigated hv foi'eigp. icanieiu 
h ui aiie’wisig the drawback of the wliolc duty of cuiiorns upon the cxpoilatic'n, of rice, 
h or alterin;.; the tlutics and drawbacks upon plain niuflias, unrated niuiiin.s and calicoes, nn j 


Xantjuin cloilis. 

I'ur repealing fo much of an aft, as took off the duties pavaMe upon tl)e importation of iha( 
fpecie-' of fdue called ihudt*. , and lor granting rclitl'to llic ownci's aird ]^rop] lenu'S ot tobacco 
of tlie iMowth of Seotjand, which llirnl not h-e worth ihc duties inipoled thereon l)y an aft of 
the lall Icilion ot i km I i anient. 

ln>j the belter pnwenting frauds in the landing and removing of wines in this kingdom ; 
and 10 prevent the reianding of reiined A:gar, entered tor cx'portation, to obtain llie drawIvicL, 
01 h’ountv. 


l or tin: mere cffeftiual encouragement ol the mrinufaftures of flax and cotton inCrk.ar 
britain. 


lor iliC fu rtlu r encouraging the gro\vth or colLc and cocoa nuts, in Ins ]\laicfL\L idaiids’ 
and j^lantaiicms in Ameiica. 

I 'or j>n..vcniing the expoitation of corn, grain, or meal, with :i hr^irngv, dm ing the fg'. la- 
tion ol two afts, jiaiicd in tliis prefent lelhon ot rarliainent, ioi alIov\ing the iinportatiju oi 
t orn. 

l ot making and maintaining a navigalilc c.mal from a pkiee near Hiderks l.irccn, in llic 
countv of Stalfurd, to Broadwater five engine, and hx coUatcra! cuts trointhe lame to ieveraJ 
et!al. mines; and abb a nav igabic Cxanal from or near the town o( Ihrinnigham, lo joni due 
<.\)vcntry canal, at or near I 'a/.clcv, in the panlh of 'ramvvorrh, in tlie fiid county of S:aL 
ford, with a coiJatcral cut to the lower part of the laid town of Ihrminghaiiu 

3 Y 2 For 
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A. 

1 7^3 prize goods fecured in warcboufes in this kingdom, for which the duties are 

ivM paid, or the goods exported, within a limited tin'o. 

I or gFr^iuing to his Majeliy fcveril additionni and nc'-f; duties upon {lamped vellum, parch* 
ineitt and paper; and alu> for repealing certain cxempt;o,..s tioin ftamp duties. 

For grantitig to his Maieily a {lamp durv v;i iiec nccs to be taken out by certain perion:; 
uttering or vending medicines : and ccrti'.in il imp Jutias on all medicines fold under fucU 
r'c:ru;c.s ot mulcr the aulhujity of his Majcltv’s ]etlci\> p.-tent. 

I or taking awav from the conirniiTioncrs of cxrif- i \ L'ngiand and Scotland, the power of 
fompoundiijg ^vith pLiicns niiikinc madt not to ivl), lun lo be confumed in their own private 
families. 

For repcDiing an acl, imitvikd, An A<51 for veiling the Fort of Senegal, and its depen- 
dencies, in the C'ornpanv ot u'hants trading to Aiiica 5* and to veil, as well the faid fort 
and its dependencies, as all othei ilic Jhiitib forts and lettlemcnts upon the coafl of Afiica, 
lying between the port of Saliec and Cnpc Rouge, together with all the property, cflate and 
cfFkls of the Company of Merchants trading to Atnea, in or upon the faid forts, fettlcmenis, 
and their dependencies, in his Majefly; and for fecuiing, eKtending and improving the trade 
to Africa ; and for veiling James Fort, in the river ( »ambia, and its dependencies, and ail 
other the Britilh forts and bcwcen the port of Sallee and Cape Rouge, in the 

Company of Merchants trading to Afiica; and for fecuiing and regulating the trade to 
Africa. 

^ For appointing and enabling commilfioners furtlier to examine, take, and Aatc the public 

accounts of the kingdom. 

For the more ertc<^luaj preventing the illegal importation of foreign fpiiiis, and for ]»iitting 
a ilop lo the private difnilation of Britilh made fpirituous hc|uors ; for explaining part-nf tjic 
act impohng a duty on male fervanrs : to amend and rciAily a mlilake in an aft of the iaft 
jcllion of Pariiaraciit, with rei‘pc£l to the removal of tea from one part of the kingdom lo tlie 
other parts thereof ; and for preventing vexatious actions againft officers of cxcifc, afting Ui 
puriuaucc of the authoiiry given by cxcu'c ilatutes. 


SurPHES granted by Pailiamcnt for this year : — 

£■ 

5. 


Fer 110,000 f amen, including 25,291 uiarlaes, — 

5,406,000 

0 

0 

For the ordinary of the navy, ^c. — — — 

45 - ’9^''^ 

1 2 

1 1 

Towards building and repairing ihips of war, Ac. — 

311,843 

1 


For tiie chaigc of the office of ouinance for the land fcrviv^c, Ac. 

630,6 ) 2 

12 

10 

Ordnance cxtraordinarics of 1782, 

819,259 

2 

9 

For compenfation to proprietois of lands near Cliatham, — 

4,949 

J ! 

5 

I'or the pay of the iaad-iorccs, including invuiids, Ac. — 

1,356,919 

10 

2 

Extraordinaries of the army, — 

1,259,875 

13 

7 

For maintaining guards and garrifons in and out of the kingdom. 

1,626,108 

10 

5 

} ’or the pay of tlic general and fiaff-officers, Ac. — — 

26,454 

n 

I 

For the militia, and four regiments of fcnciblc men in North Britain, 

165,418 

10 

a 

l or tlic charge of four regnnents of foot and additional ;, from Ireland, 

41,140 

16 

2 

For the charge of five corps formed in North Ainenca, — 

63,126 

17 

4 

On account of the reduced olftcers of his Majcity's land forces, Ac. 

133* 5^-2 

13 

ro 

Carried over, 

12,297,220 

14 

JO,: 



OR I G I N 


COMMERCE. 


Brought over, i: 

For allowances to fcveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfe -guards, &C. — ~ 

To fcveral officers late in the fervice of the Statcs-General, 

For half-ptiy to certain provincial corps, — — 

For one regiment of light dragoons, ai\d feven battalions of foot in 
the Eaft Indies, for 1783, 

For the charge of eight battalions of foot, — — 

f or exua charge of forces ferving abread, — — 

For the charge of out-penfioncrs of Chelfca Hofpital, ~ 

For 200 Icticr-mcri of Ciielica Hofpital, — •— 

1 ‘ or llic charge of three Hanoverian battalions at Gibraltar, — 

or ditto of twv> ditto, in (jreat Ih itam, 

For the charge of 13,472 Hcffian troops and fuhfulv, •— 

For ditto of 2,2^7 men of the troops of Hanau and fubfidy, ~ 

'J o make good tiu. dchcit ncics in fums voted for ditto in 1781, 

1 01 the charge of 4,300 Brunfvvickcrs, T* — 

iJilto of one regiment of W^aldc^'k, and fubfidy, — 

I or r\ corps of foot of Anhalt Xe;hlt, including anlllcry, — * 

For ditto c;f 1,781 troops of the Vfargrave of Anlpach, ike. — 

j )eiicicri''V in votes for ditto in 1782, — — 

f or nvtiiliry lor the foreign t(Oj])s* — 

fui repaifing, \c. Bnlilh forts and fettlements on the coafl of Africa, 

d‘o tlie Idevaut Company, — — — 

Oi'i at. count of nlnv roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain, 
'lAwarJs carrying on the Iniiklings at Somcrl'et Houle, — 

Towards uFulidmg N'.wgaie, — — — 

'To the commiffioners of public accoiinls, 

To tile vdFha:rs of liie boaid of woiks, for furveving the lolTes occa- 

honed by tlic riot^ In lySr , 

Fo; the R'iiei'of ccitaiji American civil offii era, Ac. — 

I'owaids enabling ins Majcity to make a feparatc cilablifhmcnt for the 

Prince of Wales, 

To make good to Ills Majcfly the like fum ilTued by his Mnjefty’s 
orders, in puiiuancc of the addienes of the Houfe of Commons, 

To Mr. Duncan Canipbclk for employing convicts in heaving ball aft 

on the 'I'lianu'S, 

I'oi tin: el\il efrabiiffiment of the ifland of St. John, ~ 

Ditto of ( jTLorr la, _ « 

Ditto ol No\a >cotia, _ ^ — 

Ditto of I.afl I iorida, 

Dittoed \V L.i I londa, — 


Ditto of Sc 


hrncgamhia, 


£■ 

I. 

d. 

.297,220 

14 

loi 

574 

18 

4 

3-SJ3 

9 

0 

15,000 

0 

0 

I5>074 

to 

0 

40,241 

14 

0 

136,888 

II 

6 

96.972 

17 

11 

1,830 

0 

0 

28,917 

1 1 

oj- 

9,320 


6 

367,203 

9 

10 

65,158 

12 

8 i 

5.3 >7 

14 

9 i 

93-947 

*5 

8 

17,498 

3 


23,818 

1 1 

n:- 


19 


6,419 

9 

9 

27,683 

U 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

S.329 

10 

6 

43 

C/i 

b 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

■7.500 

0 

0 

1,006 

F 5 

0 

76,849 

16 

6 

60,000 

0 

a 

11,236 

4 

0 

*4.452 

17 

3 

3>i5'> 

0 

0 

3.340 

0 

0 

5'943 

9 

5 

,3.950 

0 

0 

4.970 

4 

1 

2,450 

0 

0 


Carried forward. 
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A. Dr 

1783 


Brought over, 

Towards difcharglng certain Exchequer hills, — 

For diichaiginc, certain ether Exchci]uci' bills, See. •— 

h'or ditto, on the vote of credit of 1782, — 

t or difciiarging certain other Exchequer blUs, — 

'J'o make good dcticiency of annuity fund of 1758, — 

].)itto of annuity fund, 1778, — 

Ditto of annuity fund, 1779, — — 

Ditto of annuity fund, 1780, — — . 

])itt(> of annuity fund, 1782, — . 

IDitto of grants for 1782, — — . — . 

\'otc of credit, — — — - 



s* 

d. 

*3’SSS>^-83 

7 

1 1 I; 

1.500,000 

0 

0 

1,495,000 

0 

0 

1 ,000,000 

0 

0 

405,000 

0 

0 

46,444 

0 

I X 

1 60, 19 1 

8 


63,888 

8 

71- 

141,871 

7 

*7 -t 

138,682 

17 

4 

282,502 

8 

z 

1,000,000 

0 

0 


Total Supplies, — 

39,788,863 

19 

4 

Tlie Ways and Means for railing the foregoing fupplics. 

£■ 

3 . 

d. 

Duty on malt, — , — — 

750,000 

0 

0 

Land tax at 4s* — — ~ 

2,000,000 

0 

0 

By loans and Excliequcr bills, to be charged on next aids, — • 

1,000,000 

0 

a 

Bv annuities and lottery, — — — 

1 2,480,000 

0 

0 

Bv Exchequer hills, — . _ — * 

3 , ijOOjOOO 

0 

0 

By monies out of the finking fund, ~ ~ 

2,200,000 

0 

0 

By favings in the hands of the paymaftcr-gencral of the army, 


0 

0 

By ditto, in the hands of ditto, . 

8,647 

^5 

4 

By ditto, paid into the Exchequer by Sir R. Taylor, —1 

i>^43 

1 1 

10 

Total of Ways and Means, — « 

20,009,2 26 

7 

2 

Total amount of Supplies granted, 

19,788,863 

19 

4 

Excefs of Ways and Means, •— 

220,372 

7 

10 

The following additional duties and new taxes VNxrc impofed this 

vear : — 




£• 


d. 

Stamp duty on bills of cxcliangc for 1782, doubled, — 

C”' 

0 

0 

0 

a 

Ti'hc fame extended to foreign bills, proniiirory notes, 

44,000 

0 

0 

Additional fiamp duties on probates of whlls and legacies, — 

40,000 

0 

0 

Ditto on bolide, law proceedings, admiflions to the inns of court, See. 

60,000 

0 

0 

Ditto on ftagc-coachcs and diligences, 

25,000 

0 

0 

A new {lamp duty of 2d. upon rccciptvS for 2L and not amounting to 




20]. ; and of 4d. if amounting to or exceeding 20I. 

250,000 

0 

0 

Ditto of 6s. upon every agreement, of 2s. Od. upon any inventory or 




catalogue •, and of 5H, upon every aw'ard, 

10,000 

0 

0 

Duty on turnpike roads and inciofurc bills, — • 

20,000 

0 

0 

Can led forward, 

505,000 

0 

0 



OF THE OniOlN OF COMMERCE. 


ft, Tf, 

^ 7^3 

Uro^iight over, 

A flamp duty of 3d. upon entry of any burial, marriLig.;, birth or, 

J )itto of 20s. for a Ilccjicc to porfons vending niedicinci ; and upon 
ever) boy, picket, or bottle of aiediciiies, under the value of 23. 6d. , 6d, 
when of 23. 6d. value; and is. when of 5s. and upwaids, — 

A duty of 4s, annually upon every waggon, t\c. with three or four 
wheels, and of 2S. annually when with two wheels, — 


Total of additional and new taxes, 
hrccrcll of the loan of twelve millions. 


543 

(i. 

505.000 o o 
15,000 o o 

15.000 o o 

25.000 o o 

560.000 o o 
560,000 o o 


1784 This year opens with anotlicr fruitlcf-s attcoipr to arrange the affiiirs of India.— The general 
objefls to be provided for iii the formation of a fyilem for India, were the civil and military 
gowrnment, tlic revenues, and the commerce. The qucllion idp; ding to whorYi the teiri- 
torial l ipdit of the F.afl hidia Company’s podelhons belonged, had never been ilnally ft tried * 
tiiere were claims to be afccrtainevl, and intcrefls to be divided, d'hc claims of pircfcriptioii 
and general juhice were to Ik- attended to, and tlic hapjnneis of the natives to be conlidcrcch 
behdes it vvas a matter offerlons rciledion, what would f)c the probable effeds of the gtnern* 
ment of India on the government of Britain ; how it might aifed't our conilitution in point of 
ihllaeficc : and by what means it might add to the ilrciigth, without endangering the ri'dus or 
the nation. 

In order to fccurc thefc points, the following piinciplcs were laid down as indifpenuble • 
The civil and military government of India, or, in other words, the imperial dominion of our 
territories in the EaA, ought to be placed under otiicr controul tlian that of the company of 
merchants in Lcadcniiail-ilrccl, — tiic controul of the genuine and legitimate executive brancli 
of the conilitution. The commerce of the Company jliouid be left as much as pc^fubic to tlicir 
iunc rijitcn Jcncc : commcice ought alv.a\s to be kU to the merchant uniliachled, imcmbafralvd 
v.itlj intcrfcrer.ccs, ii might impede its currc'it, and dimijillh its fccuritv : and, hnllv, an'/ 
pDii-hie liad cirCds from the governiiierit or India on the conilitution of tiieut bntain, ir’d^ 
lie ledulouily avoided., fuch were the iand-marks of tlu* fvllem proixjl'ed to tint ih,rdfe of 
f'-avmums by the Ciianccllor of ih.c Exchev-pier. Oti du: ?4tii of Januarv, lie moved for ie.ne 
to l/iiiig in a bill for die i'eltcr government and management of the affairs of the Fait I’ldia 
Com pan V. 

liy tills bill, coinmiiitemers were to he appointed bv his Majef y, from tiie mtmheis of ln.3 
pdvy council, who we-c nmboriacd and empowered, fiou) lime to time, to cheek, 'upenme.'o:, 
^,nd ctmtrou! all rhls, opei aiioii'^., and concern^ \^hich in aiivsviie relate to the ciwi t>r nidi- 
tary government or revuiucs of the territories and polfcinons of the faid United Companv in 
the Ihdl Indies. 

it then enads, That llie (aid board lhall Irivc aecefs to all papers and documents of the (aid 
United Ccunpany, and lliall be luinillied with copies thereof, and of ad iIjc pioceedings of all 
general and fjiCcial courts of proprietors, and oi' iho court of d.ireCtors , and alio co]ncs of all 
dilpntchcs which the direUiors lhall receive from any of their lervaiits in the Kail: Imiies, irn- 
nxcdiiitely after the arrival thereof; and alio copies of all Icttcis, orders, and inhiuflions what- 
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fdhons in the Eaft Indies, propofed to he fent to any of the fervants of his Majefty, or of the 
hiid Company, in the Indies ; and that the court of directors fliall, and are required re-pay 
due obedience to, and fhall he governed and bound hy fuch orders and diredions as tliey fhal), 
from time to time, receive from the faicl board, touching the civil or military government and 
revenue of the territories and pofleffions of the Company. 

And it was further enabled, I'hat the faici boaid lhall return the copies of tlic faid ilifnatchcs 
to the court of diredors, with their approbation thereof, or their reafons, at large, for difap- 
\>ro\ ing the fame, together with iiillru<ftions in rcfpe<ft thereto ; and that the court of dirci^'lors 
lhall thereupon uifpatch and fend the letters, orders, and inlli u(^dio^s, foappiovcd or aincndecl, 
to their fervants in India, without further delay ; and no letteis, orders, or inilruftloo.s, until 
after fuch previous communication thereof to the faid board, ihali, at any time, be fent or diU 
patched by the faid direftors to the Eaft Indies, on any account or jnctence whatfoever. 

It further cnads. That in cafe the faid board lhall fend any orders, wliicli, in the opi.jion 
of the faid court of direftors, fliall relate to points not conucil^Ied with the civjl or nhlirars- 
government and revenues of the laid territories and pollcllions in India, it (hall be lawful for 
them to apply by petition to his Majefty in council touching fuch order, and the dcciiion of 
the council thereon fliall be final and^conclufivc. 

It then enacts, That the nomination of the commanders in chief fliall be vefted in his Afa- 
jefty i and tliat the faid commanders in chief lhall always be fecond in counciL It alfo 
in Ills Majefty the power to remove any governor-general, presidents, and members of t!ie 
councils of any Britifli fcttlcmcnts in India; and ena£is, that all vacancies in th.c offices alorc- 
laid, fliali be fuppljcJ by the court of direflors, fubjeft to the approbation of his Majenv , ajui 
in cafe the pciTon nominated by the faid court lhall not he approved by his Majefty, tiu: fiiul, 
court lhall proceed to nominate fome other perfon, fubjeS to the approbation or difallow.uiCL; 
of his in the fame manner as before direftcd ; and fo, toiies quoilrs^ until fome pcrlnn 

or peribns ilKili be riominalcd 01 appointed w’ho lhail he approved by his Majrfty ; and in 
tlic court of directors lhall not, within a certain number of days, hereafter to be Ipeciiicd, pro- 
ceed to funply the fame, then it fliall be lawful for his Majefty to appoint a perfon to fupply 
t!^c cflice Jb vacanf. 

Laftly, it w^as tnafted, That no order or rcfolution of any general court of proprietors fliaii 
be available to revoke or refeind, or in any refped to afFccft tlie proceeding of the couil uf 
dircflors, after his MaicHy’s pleafurc Ihali have been fignified upon the fame. 

The debates on this bill turned principally on it^ merits and demerits as compared with ll.c 
India bill rejcfled in the Houle of Lords, U was argued by Mr. ffitt, that, in his bill, all ti^' 
rights enjoyed by the Company under their charter, were preferved inviolate, as far as vvas 
compatible with .the public fafety. When, in anfwer to this, it was alfcrtcd, that nothing but 
the fliadow of power was left to the Company ; and that, by the negative referved to the crown 
in all matters whatfoever, the fubftance was, in cfFcdl, vefted there, — he contended, that what- 
ever might be the effeft of the bill, yet having prcvioully obtained the confent, both of the 
court of proprietors and dircflors, to all the regulations cornained in it, no violation of privi- 
leges could be inferred, where there was a voluntary furrender of them. Tlic fecond poifit in 
which the new bill differed from the former was this, — that it left where it found all the pa- 
tronage of the Company, the commander in chief excepted. On the other fide, it was main- 
the whole military patronage would altiioft ncccflarily follow the appointment ( { 

* the 
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ijS.}, the commander in chief. In the former bili, the transferring the entire government of the 
Company's alfairs to the new board, the nomination of com mi ITi oners in Parliament, and the 
permanent duration of their autliority for a term of four years, had occaiioncd great alatni, as 
creating a new power dangerous to the conilitmion. The ohjeft of the prefent bill was merely 
controu!, and the exeroife of that controul, like every branch of the executive government, 
was referred to the diferetion of the crown. In anfwcr to tliis, it was obferved, that to leave 
one fet of men, who had not only been convi-fted of liaving notorioiiflv abuled their power, 
but were iinivcrfally allowed to be unfit for the trull: repofed in them, in the poffclfian of do- 
minion, mcjcly for the purpolb of being controulcd [)y another, was to eftablifh duminion and 
weaknefs in government upon fyltcm. - 4 n (liort, the bill, on its fccond reading, on the 23d 
of fuairirv, was rt'jefted lyv a very fmall majority. 

« 'I'hc lol\ ofnlfiN hill was lt>iio\vcd by a verv eenrral cxpeftaiion tfiat there W'0 11 id be a new 

rulminillration, or an immidia^‘ dilloJurion oj'tijc Parliament, • "i*hc miniihv, liowevcr, noN 
withlhinding tlic ii>|»^:ric»rity of the oppoiitiori in the Houie of Commons, maintained their 
gromul, and the Ihnlinnicnt v'as nor dilfolvt^l till lome rime afterwards. Mr, Pitt, at this 
time, was a rare example of patience and mugfc-nimity : he coiifidercd himfclf as bound by 
the duty he fuvcvi his country, to remain a ininificr without a majority in Partiann^nt, and to 
fvtffer tlie daily niorrilications v 4 fK.h mnv he* natui^.ljy fuppofed to arife from fuch a fituation. 

1n this ttalc of public dillraO ion, it was the vviH) of many of tlic country gentlemen that 
the opiKjfmy p^.'vtics IhoulJ coalcfcc, ntu! that an adminid ration might be fo formed, as to cn- 
fine that lading unanimity among the leaders of the clifTcrciu parties which would forward tire 
o[Hrati(.m,s ol government, am.! reftore national iranquilhty : for tijis di‘fira!)lc end, negocia- 
tion.s were ( omnnneed, but without fuceefs ; and as the oppolition did not dare to fiop the 
voting of the fuT'plies, rlious’di feme of its Icavlers were dilpoled to adopt that defpcrarc mca- 
furc, the miniilry ;it leiighn n iumphed ; and, on the aqrh of March, Parliament was pio- 
rogued, ami the dav follow iug dlilhived !»y proclamation. 

In tlu' Ip. cell uli'h LI the King uehvcrcci from the throne, lie took occafioii to obfcn^'c, that, 
on :i fnii c'n:diJer;un;n of the pref-nt iituation of affairs, and of the extraordinary circuin- 
flimct^ wiiic ii '^uodiicvd it, lie was induced to pul att end to the fitting of l^arliament. He felt 
it a dutv which he owed to 'the eoniVirution and to ilic country, to recur as fncedilv as polfil)lc 
to the ienfe oi the pec^pfe, by the mode of a general cleftion. He Irufied that this -^iicafure 
would (dn i.ne the nddeijieis ari.jng from the unhappy divifions and JillraOions that had lately 
j^rUilied, am.l mat the important fubjccls wliieh rcv|uired the confiderarion of jhtrhamcnr, 
ji!)';dt i)c afvcrward.s ju*occ. (led upon with iefs interruption and happier cllVft. He could iuive 
m> «uiwr rhan to ]ueici vc the true pi inciplcs of the conftitution, and to employ tiic 

powc IS entrufted to him [jy law, tor the only end for wliicli they were given, — the good of his 
u<!c. 

d iu;U '.h the f>ppofiti<>n iiad polllifed a very uncommon and commanding majority in the 
Houle of Commons, the nation at large: was extremeJv favourable to the pjcfent adminifira* 
tion. At the verv moment when Mr. Pitt could m>t carrv a fingle tpiefiion in Parliament, 
the cununop-eoiim-i! of l.ondon voted ilicir thanks to him, for his able, upright, and difiutc- 
iclted condiuM, as I'idl' laud of the Treafuiy and Chance ll*)rof the Exchequer, on the prefent 
alatruing arul critical iun^'tutr of affairs. 'Vhc comt alio imanimoully voted the freedom of 
the ( itv, to be preiemed to .Mr. Ihtl it» a gohi box, as u mark of gratitude for, and approbation 
\ o n. I V» *' 3 
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1784 of, liis zeal and aiTlduity in fupporting the legal prerogatives of the crown and the conflitu*^ 
tional rights oi' the people. A moiioci was alfo made in the fame court, to acknowledge, with 
the dccpefl: gratitude, the late timely interference of the Houfe of Lords for the prefervation of 
our excellent conftitution, and the feciirity of the rights of every branch of the legillature; 
which, after feme debate, was carried by a great majority. • 

It had been a favourite allbrtion of many of the leadiitg members of oppofition, that the 
popularity of Mr. Pitt and his colleagues did npt poiFcfs any folicl foundation, and that a very 
Ihort time would fufficc for its deftruftion : but this opinion found an unreferved contraclic* 
tioii in almoft every part of the kingdom* The great atid memorable conteft between admi- 
niftiation and the Houfe of Com mons had continued much longer tlian any one could have 
forefeen or cxpcdicd i and, during the ftruggle, the popularity of the former, inftcad of dinii- 
niihing, icemed daily to grow more cxtenfive and unqucftioiiablc. Never was any decifion, if 
taken in all its parts, more full and explicit than that which was given by the people in the 
general clc£tion wliich imniGdiately followed the diflblution of Parliament. 

The meeting of the new Pailianient took place on the 18th of May ; and it is from this 
term that we may date, in a great degree, the parliamentary exiftence of Mr. Pitt’s admir\illra- 
tion : the remainder of the laft feffion may rather be faid to have been confumed in a coiitcfl 
between two powerful parties, than in /he cliaraftcriftic exertions of a regular government. 

The former fpeaker being again fcated in the chair of the Houfe of Commons, on the 191 h 
of May the fcfiion was opened by a fpccch from the throne. Upon this occafion, the Kiijg 
exprefled the gveateft fatisfaflion at meeting his Parliament at this time, after having recurred, 
in fuch an important moment, to the fenfe of his people* I'hat he entertained a jull and con- 
fident reliance, that the alTcmbly which he addrelTcd wa^ animated with the fame fcntimcnts cf 
loyalty, and tlie lame attachment to the cohftitution, which had been fo fully manifcftccl in 
every part of the kingdom. 'J he objefts peculiarly recommended to their attention, were the 
alarming progrefs of frauds in the revenue, the framing of fuch commercial regulations as were 
immediately ncccllary, and the providing for the good government of our poirefllons in the 
Eaft Indies. On this latter fuhje£t, he hoped ParJiament would not lofc light of the effed 
which the meafiires they adopted might have on our own conftltution and dearclt interells at 
home. His Majefty declared he had no but to confult the profperity of his people, by a 
conftant attention to every objed of national concern^ by an uniform adherence to the true 
principles of our free conftitution, and by fupporting and maintaining in their juft balance, the 
rights and privileges of every branch of the icgillature. 

On the 20tli of the fame month, the following definitive treaty of peace and friendllrip be- 
tween his Majefty the King of Great Britain and their High Mightinefles the States-Gcncial 
of the United Provinces of the Low Countries, was figned at Paris, by the plenipotentiaries 
of tlie refpedive powers : — 

“ Article 1 . There ftiall be a chriftiai>, unlvcrfal, and perpetual peace, as w^ell by fea as by 
land, and a fincerc and conftant friendihip ftiall be rc-cftabliflicd between his Britannic Ma- 
jefty, his iKirs and fucceffors, kingdoms, dominions, and fubjeds, and tljcir High Mighti- 
nefies the faid States General, and their dominions and fubjeds, of what quality or condition 
foever they be, without exception either of places or perfons; fo that the high contrading 
panics lhall give the greateft aitt avion to the maintaining between thcmfelvcs, and their faid 
dqia^imons and fubjefh;, this reciprocal friendfh ip and intercourfe, without permitting hcre- 
either part, any k/nd of hoftilities to be committed^ either by fea ox by land, for any 
J;.'- , ' ' caule> 
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thing wljich uiiglit piejiidic'C the union happily ic-cllabjjJhcJ, endeavouring, on the contrary, 
to procure reciprocally for each other, on every occafon, whatever may contribute to their 
mutual glory, intcrefts, and adv’antagc, without giving any alTiAance or prorc5>ion, directly 
or imlireAly, tothofe who would .do any injury to either of the high contrafling parties.— 
1 here fliall be a gcncra'l oblivion of every thing wliicli may have been done or committed, 
before or fince the commencement of thc.war whicii is juft ended. 

11. With refpefit to the honours of the flag, and the ialutc at fca, by the ftiips of the Re- 
public towards thofc of his Britannic Majefty, the fame cufloin ftiall be relpeflivciy followed 
as was praflifed before the commencement of the war which is juft ended, 

“ 111,^ All the prifonei'S taken on cither fide, as well by land as by fca, and the hoflagcs 
carried away or given during the war, and who have not yet been reftored, conformably to the 
preliminary treaty, ftiall be reftored as foon as pofTible, witliout ranforn ; each power refpcflivc- 
ly difeharging the advances which ftiall have been made for the fubfiftcncc and maintenance of 
their prlfoncrs, by the foveieign of the country wdiere they fhall have been detained, according 
to the receipts, attefied accounts, and other authentic voucIkts, which fhall be furniflicd on 
each fide : and furciics fhall he reciprocally given for the payment of the debts which tfie pri- 
foners may have contrafled in the countries whf;re they may have been detained until their 
cjuirc releafe. And all fliips, as well men of war as merchant ihips, which may have been 
taken fince the expiration of the terms agreed upon for the ceftation of hoftilities by fca, dial! 
likewife be reftored honu fidc^ with ail their crews and cargoes : and the execution of this aiiiclc 
iliall be proceeded upon immediately after the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty. 

“ IV. The States General of the United Provinces cede and guaranty, in full right, to his 
Britaanic Majefty, the town of Negapatnam, with the dependencies thereof ; but in confidera- 
tion of the imporlartcc which the States General of the United Provinces annex to the poflef- 
fipn of the aforefitid town, the King of Great Britain, as a proof of his good w^ill towards the 
Stales, promifes, notwitliftanding this cellion, to receive and treat with them for the reftitu* 
tion of the faid town, in cafe the Lords the States Ihould hereafter have an ecjuivaicnt to 
offer him. 

“ V. The King of Great Britain fhall reftorc to the States General of "he United Pro- 
vinces, Trinqucmalc, as alfo all the other towns, forts, harbours, and fettlcments, which in 
the courfe of the war have been conquered in any part of the world wft^atever by the arms of 
his Britannic Majefty, or by thofe of the Englilh Eaft India Company, and of which he 
Ihqiikl be in poflcffion i the whole in the condition in which they fhall be found. 

VL The States (iencral of the United Provinces promife and engage, not to obftrufl: 
the navigation of the Britilh fubjefls In the Eaftern Seas. 

Vll. Whereas differences have atifen between the Englifli African Company and the 
Dutch Weft India Company, relative to the navigation on the coafts of Airieij, as aiio on the 
fubjefl ofCape.ApoUonia; for preventing all caufc of complaint between the fobjeAr; of the 
two natioits on ihofe coafts, it is agreed, that commiffaries fhall be named, on cadi fide, to 
make fuitable arrangements on thefe points. 

“ Vfil. All the countries and territories which may have been, or which may he conquer- 
ed, in any part of the world whatfoever, by the arms of his Britannic Majefty, as well as by 
Ihofe of the States General, which are not included in the prefent treaty, neither under ib.e 

3 Z a head 
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1784 head of ccffioiis, nor under the head of reflitutionii, fliall be Veftored without difficulty, and 
without reejuiring any compenfatioti. 

IX. VN'hercas by the ninth article of the preliminary treaty a period was ftipulated and 
appointed by the high contrading panics, for the reftitutions and evacuations to be made, on 
each fide, of the towns, fortteffes, and territories which migiit have been conquered by their 
refpeftive arms, and of which they might be in pofleffion, excepting fiich as had been ceded ; 
and whereas the term fpccihed in the aforefaid ninth article is already expired; the high 
contrafting parties engage reciprocalTy, and bona fidcy to obferve the faid ffipulations, and in 
cafe, by any accident or otheiwifc, the ediions and rdlinitions therein coaiprifed ihoulcl not 
have taken place, to expedite immediately the necellary orders, to the cud that there may be 
no farther delay in the accomplilhment of the faid ftipulaiions. ^ 

“ X* Ilis Britannic Majeily and their High Mightinefles the aforefaid States General, pro* 
mile to obferve finccrcly, and batjujidt\ all the articles coiVained and eftablilhcd in thisprefent 
treaty; and they will not fufFer the fame to be infringed, diredly or indircftly, by their re- 
fpeftive fubjefts ; and the faid high contrading parties guaranty to each other, generally and 
reciprocally; all the ftipulations of the prdent articles. 

XI. The folemn ratiiications of the prefent treaty, prepared in good and due form, fliall 
be exchanged in this city of Paris, between the high contrafling parties, in the fpace of one 
month, or fooner if it can be <;ioac, to be computed from the clay of the fignaturc of the prdent 
treaty. 

In witnefs wlicrcof, we, the under-written, their ambafliidors and minifters plenipoten- 
tiary, have fjgncd with our hands, in their names, and by virtue of our full powers, the pre* 
feat definitive treaty, and have caufed the feals of our arms to be affixed thereto. 

Done at I’aris, the tw^eaticth of May, 1784. 

(L, S.) Daniel Hailes, 

(L. S.) Lestevenon van Beukenroode, 
(L. S.) Brantskn, 

Soon after the meeting of Parliament, a petition of the proprietors of landed cflatcs in Ids 
Majcily's fugar colonies, and of the merchants of London trading thereto, and other pci Tons 
intcrefred therein, was prefen ted to the I loufc of Commons. — Tliis petition lets forth, that 
the petitioners, or their anceftors, have invefted U>eir fortunes in the fetilcment, cuhivaiion^ 
and commerce of the laid colonics, to the extent, upon the moft moderate computation, of 
more than 50,000, cool, fterliug; wliercby the faid colonies, and the commerce thereon de- 
pendent, have become the moft confidcrablc fource of navigation and national vvealtjii vvliich 
Great Britain poirdTcs out of the limits of the mother country ; and that whilft the faid colo- 
nies, as well directly as through the medium of other dependent branches of trade, afford a 
market for Britifh commodities, to a very great amount, and tronftant employment for more 
than 100,000 tons of I'hippittg, in the dirc£t intercourfc between Great Britain and the faid 
colonies ; while the clear income of the eflates in the faid colonies, after defraying the expcnccs 
of thofe who arc refident there, is almoft entirely fpent in the mother country : w'Ucrcforc tlic 
petitioners conceive, that no part of the national property can be mofc beneficially employed 
for the public than theirs, nor ai>y interefts better entitled to the protedion of the legiilaturc ; 
and that the difafters and expellees of the late war, coinciding with many natural calamities, 
and with the effect of the heavy iacrcafc of duties iinpofed upon the flapJc articles of tlicir 
produce, base reduced the pciitioncrs to grc?tt diftrefs and difficulty, and endanger tlicir ability, 

without 
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the jiavigation, and all the other iuhordinate intcrcfls and advantages dependent on the cuitj- 
vation, mall fail with it; and that the faid fugar colonics cantiot produce any quaritity of 
provihons at all adequate to their wants, witliout mifapplving thereto that culture which the 
public good requires to be appropriated to thole article-:* of commerce which that climate alone 
produces : and that Barbadocs and the leeward inaiub; do not afford any fupjdy of lumber 
whatever. 

The petition alfo Oates, thr^t the faid fugnr coloiiics never have been, and, to the perfect 
conviftion of the petitioners, never can be lupplied, fo as ftcadily to fupport the cultarc there- 
of, with lumber and provihons from any other country but thofc wliich form the United 
States of America ; feeing that the cuU and river of St. Laurence arc frozen up half the year, 
and that the open half includes thc^hurrirane months in the Well Indies ; and tliat the want 
of inhabitants, and the rigour of the climate, as wtII in Nova Scot»a as in Canada, fi ullratcad 
expeftation of thofe colonics becoming: lpec‘<iily, if ever produif\ive, to any confidcrahle 
degree, of thofc articles of which the Weil Indies Hand in need : and that the faid fugar colo- 
nics never have paid, and to the perfefl convicUoiv of the petitioners, never can pay, for fuch 
lumber «and provilions, but by that part of tltcir produce which being fupertlous to (ireat Bri- 
tain, has never found a market therein, confiftitig ^hietly of rum, of which the dominions 
now forming tlic United States, ufcJ, in lime of peace, to confume a greater quaiulty than 
Great Britain and Iieland ciid, even before the confumption into Ciircat Britain was dilcoiir- 
aged, by the Iscavy duties impofed thereon, to the equal detriment of the revenue and of the 
interorts of the petitioners : and this fupcrfiuous produce, if not confumed (ireat Britain or 
the dominions of the United States, mull he loft, feeing the confumption of the additional 
inhabitants which Camuia and Nova Scotia may acquire, can amount to a mere trltic : thus, 
the value of the lupplics wliich this fuperlluous produce ought to ]\iy for, would become a drain 
of fo much calh from the mother country, as muft, in payment for fuch lumber and provi- 
fions, he drawn out of (what wmuld otherwife reft in (-rreat Britain) the value of the remain- 
ing produce of the fugar colonies fdld tlierc, and which would be ]>ald, tltrongli tlie mcdiuni 
of America, to the I'lcncli, and other foreign fugar colonics, for fupplies llinilar to thofe which 
we fhould thus, in the firft iniVance, throw away. 

It aUb fets forth, that the intcrcourfe naturally «arlfing out of thefe mutual wants of his M.i- 
jeftvhi fugar colonies and the dominions now forming the United States of America, was, in 
time of peace, cliicily carried on by Ainericaii fthpping, of which a large propoition confdle;! 
of Hoops, fehooners, and other fmali vcfttls, adapted to the cheap convevance of bulky commo- 
dities, for a lliort navigation, and not at all fit for or employed in the conveyance of fugar 
fiom the Well Indies to Europe, but which took back tite'returns for tiicir own rmgocs in 
the fuperftuous produce before-mentioned : and that although llie dircOi inrevcom le with Amc- 
licain American (hips, is, by his Majdly’s proclamation, frcciv permitted ro the peiition.rs 
fciIow-fubjc 5 h, not only in Cireat Britain, but in Ireland, it is with-held Irom the petitioners, 
to whom, of ail his Maicfty’s fubicOs, it is the moft eftential ; and the fal I iiUcrcniirfc Hands 
reft rained to Bviiifh-bullt fhips ; Igv which if the tiade were to be carried, they muft generally 
proceed from Great Britain to America in ballaft, at a ruinous cxpcncc, and greatly enhance 
to the confumcr the price of thofe commodities which form tlic loundaticn of all l\is culture, 
and wltich the petitioners conceive that every principle of commercial policy coincides in re- 
quiring to be conveyed to his hand at the chcapcil rate poflible* 


It 
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1 784 h ilien ftares, that additional duties upon the confumptiori of the faiJ fupcrflous produce of 
Jii.> M,ijcilv’s fugar colonics ill the donhnions of the American ftates, and on Britilli Ihips 
trading thither, have been iajpofeJ u])oii the exprefs ground of Great Britain prohibitnig tiiat 
intcrcoLirfc by American veilcis, which the French fugar colonics not only admit, but, with 
true poliev, invite; whereby a preference moft dangerous to our clicntial intcrefts is given to 
the foreigJi fugar colonics, in demand for thofc commodities which there is no natural oh- 
ftacie to thCif fupplying as well as we can, although their regulations had hitherto prevented 
it : and that, under ail thefe circumiUnccs, the petitioners aie impelled, by every public and 
private duty, in the mofl: explicit terms to inform the Houfe, that if, by means of this prolii- 
bition, the Britirti fugar colonies arc deprived of a market for that part of their produce wdiicli 
is rupertiuous to Great Britain and Ireland, and loaded with the additional expence of procu- 
ring lumber and provifions, above Hated, which fecifls the inevitable confccjuencc of perfcvc- 
ring therein, the cultivation of the faid fugar colonies caiinot he carried on at all, nor any of 
them to advantage: for which reafons, the petitioners arc convinced, and fubniit to the Houfe, 
that far from being favourable to Britifh navigation, the prohibition in queftion is big with 
deftruflion to one of its principal fources ; and, if it Ihould be perfifted in, his Majefty^ fugar 
colonies muft, in the natural couife of things, finic together with the navigation, revenues, and 
all the complicated public jntcrefts thereon dependent, in one common ruin with the piivatc 
fortunes of the petitioners., &c. Ac. 

This petition llrikes at the very root of the navigation a^>, wdiich b the bafis of our great 
maritime power, and has given us the trade of the world : it was ihcrcfoic ordcicd to Jay upon 
the table, as a matter of future confideration. 

A very principal ohjeft of attention during this fcffiou of Parliament were the regulations 
that were adopted upon the fubjeft of fmuggling, and particularly the adl of Parliament com- 
monly called the Commutation Aft. 

A committee had been appointed early in the laft feffion of the preceding Parliament to en- 
quire into the illicit prafticos iifcd in defrauding the revenue ; in confcquencc of which, three 
reports were delivered in, which entered very much into a detail of the fubjeft, and were con- 
ficlercd as exhibiting very' important matter for the melioration of the revenue. On the nth 
of February, the chairman .of the committee had moved a refolution, Hating, (hat the illicit 
practice had greatly incrcafed.,— that the public revenue was defrauded to the extent of not Icfs 
than two millions per annuirij— ^and that thefc enormities and national Idles merited the early 
ferious attention of Parliament 

Soon after the meeting of the new Parliament, the fubjeft of thefc reports, and of the laws 
in being for the prevention of fmuggling, was referred to a committee of the whole Houfe. — 
On the 2ifl: of June, the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved that the duties of cuHorns and 
cxcife payable on teas, do ccafe and determine. This motion was made as a preliminary to 
certain r^folutions which were to form the faafis of a law to prevent fmuggling. This motion 
was grounded on the following obfervations on the illicit trade of this fcnigdom. 

That thia illicit trade had for feme years pad been carried to an amazing height, and was 
become very alarming to the revenue in many of its branches, but more particularly in the 
article of tea, is matter of univcrfal notoriety* Tea was faid, with great reafon, to be the 
ftapk; of fmuggling; for though the contraband trade extended to a variety of articles, yet tea 
was fucii a principal commodity in this illicit trade, that if any means could be devifed to pre- 
vent the fmuggling of tea, it was generally telicvcd, as it has fince turned out, tliat the other 
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1784 and Idler branches could hardly give encouragement to the pra<Sice, cfpcclaiiy if the regulations 
which v/erc now projefting fhould be adopted. 

T he amount of the duty on tea was, at this period, between 700,000), and 8oo,oool. and 
as it was propofed by Government not to raife upon tea in futuic above 169,000!. tiicre would 
be a falling off of at Icaft 6oo,oool. per annum. Though the Tcalbn for lowering the duty at 
all, was to take away the temptation to fmuggilng by diininifliing the profns, there did not 
appear, iiv order to effeA this purpofe, to be any occahon to take off tlie whole of the duty ; 
for, if we take into confidcration the market price of teas in the other Europcdii countries, — 
that the price alfo of infurance and freight, in fo hazardous a trade, was near 25!, per cent, to 
the fhorc, — that the infurance lor the inland carriage of it in thii kingdom, was about lol, per 
cent, more, — the profit upon the wliolc could not be reckoned at more tlian 5I, per cent, 
becaufc the voyage from the continent to England might be very often repeated in the courfc 
of the year, fo that the 5I. per cent, might, upon the whole of the finuggler’s capital, be 
reckoned in the end at 50I, per cent, per annum. It was evident, thejefure, that confdeiing 
the cxpenccs attending the fca and inland infuranccs, with the freight and profit, the linugglcr 
mufl fell at 40L per cent, above the prime coft. 

M’he plan therefore, that was propofed, was to take off all the cxclfc duty on tet, and impefe 
a cufloai duty of 12I, los. on bohea tea : this it wa^ apprehended would ruin the fnuiggling 
trade in that article : on the finer kind of teas a higher duty would be laid ; i 5I, per cent, on 
Souchong, &c. ; 20L on Singio and Hyfon, and 30I. on Congo. 

We have already obferved, that the total annual importation of teas into Europe amounted 
to about 19,000,000 lbs, above two-thirds of which (juantity was confumed in Great Britain 
and Ireland, though the legal importation was not quire 6, coo, coo ; confcqueiitly the quantity 
annually frnuggled niufi: have been above 7,000,000 lbs. According to this calculation, the 
people of England were confidcraMy under-rated at tlie number of 6.000,000, Of tbefe, it 
was laid that 2, COO, 000 would be relieved from the payment of the prefent duty on tea, w ithout 
King obliged to contribute a farthing tow^ards the tax wliich would be propofed as a fubilite- 
tion ; the other 4,000,000, it was calculated, could, one with another, confiiinc three pounds 
of lea each in tlie year, for cadi pound of wliich they, at this time, paid on an average 2s, yd. 
duty: this duty, or the principal part of it, being taken off, they could, of ccnirfe, afford to 
pay to a fubilitutcd tax, which was propofed to be raifed in the following manner : 

Oil every houfe with feven windows, and which houfc was alf'o rated to the houfe tax, it 
was intended tf) lay an additional t.ax of 3s. and fo on charging 8s, for every houfe of eight 
windows, — 9s. for thoie t>f nine windows, — los. 6d. for thofe of ten windows, and lb on 
adiling 2S. 6d. for each window up to twenty-four, — and ftill rifing up to one Iiundrcci and 
eighiv windows, for which 20h per annum ihould be paid over and above the duty ar r.rcfcnt 
yA\d on windows and houfes. l‘his regulation was calculated to pioduce above 700,000!. ; ib 
that with the new duty on tea, the produce would be neat CjOO,oool, According to this plan, 
tiieicfoie, it appeared that the public revenue would be a coufiderable gainer, and, at the fame 
lime, the people would have no rcalon to complain ol addiiiomii buruens. As for example : 
an houfe which IhoulJ be rated at los. 6d. would contain a number ol inhabitants fufficient to 
^nniume fuch a quantity of tea, as, from its reduced ptlce, would moie than indemnify them 
Irom the additional duty. 

In England, Scotland and Wales,* it was calculated that there were about 699,058 houfts, 
^hich might be divided into the following differeut claffes : 2,86>293 houfcs under 7 windows . 
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211,483 houfcs, from 8 to 10 windows ; 38,324, of u ditto; 24,919, from 12 to 13; 67,652, 
from 14 to 19; 5 ?, 652, of 20 windows and ujnvaids ; and 1 7,732 houfcs in Sc<nlan :i, Of 
thcfe, about 200,000, as bciiig cxcufcd from the houfc tax, would pay nothin to tliis new 
tax, and the inhabitants, bcin*; of the poorer fort, W'ould he wdiolly delivered Iro n the duty 
on tea* I'hc great benefits, ihercfoie, that would arife fioin this new reg iiaridn. would be 
the checking, or rather the ahfolurc ruin of the fniuggiii'ig trade, — that the f<ir ir,{;K r would 
be relieved, in a great mcafurc, from the difagrceable vifits of cxcifc officers, and that the luif 
India Company would poflefs the very great advantage of fupplying the whole kingdom witii 
tea inftcad of Icfs than one half ; or, in other words, would hnd a vent f r 1 3,000,000 j|>s* of 
tea, when at picfent it docs not difpofe of quite 6,000,000 : the Company alfo, would lictehy 
be enabled to take 20 additional large llrips into their fcrvicc, whicli would iind cinplov f jr 
2,000 fearnen, a circumftancc in itfelf of great national importance. Sucii a plan, then l ore, 
which, while it cncrcafcd the public revenue, prodnccc} a faving to the people, was furcly cal- 
culated to meet the approbation of Parliament, and of the nation at huge, h was ccrtaiiilv 
not the intcrcll of the India Company, having the market of tea exclulivelv, to avail them- 
fclvcs of their monopoly to raife the prices of that article, bccaurc the fniugglers who ha ] 
hitherto carried on their trade againft the high duties, would then carry it on againll the lii.;!i 
prices: never tlielefs, that the peopl^ might not be left at the mercy of the Coinj>anv, it xa-.v.; 
prbpofcd that, if ever the price of tea, at their laies, fhould exceed a given pi ice, tiuit the poi‘s 
of rlic kingdom ihould then be thrown open for the importation often hoin tiic continen^ 

Suc.h were the principles on which the motion was founded for detcuniniiAg tlic cluricr. on 
teas, and whicli was followed by various refolutions, that ferved as the faundariou of the ad. 
fince known by the name of tlic Commutation Aft. 

The principal objeftion to this bill, arofe from the idea that it abandoned a certain natlomd 
income of near a million per annum, upott an uncertain expeftation of bcnofiing the revenue 
by putting an end to the praft ice of fmuggling, and to make amends for the <lcfaIcation !>y 
laying a tax of a very unpopular and oppreffivc nature. But tlie arguments ulcd in fuppoi t ui' 
this objeftion, were by no mcanx fufficient to ohftruft: the progrefs, or alter the fotm in a 
meafurc, which had fuch great public advantages in view. 

I'liat this bill gave up the exifling duties and cxcife 0:1 teas was undoubtedly true, luU it 
propofed to lay another duty in lieu of them ; and it propofed an addirional tax on windows, 
not as a new tax, but as a commutation for the portion of the duties on tea that it gavc 
up, — and the rCvafon for fuch a regulation was to check the pernicions and ddlruclive pracllcc 
of fmuggling. The great and alarming extent to which tint i^icit trade had arrived, was well 
known to every one; while the coniequcnces it threatened to tlic revtunie, to commerce, aid 
to the kingdoiHi in general, were fo fcrioii?, and of fuch magnitude, that it becanjc highlv nc- 
cclfary to take fomc cfT^-ftaal mcafuresto check, if not to prgivent tire continuance of imugglinp*. 

With fuch a view this bill was framed, and tlicrc was every reafon to expeft that it would 
go furihcr toward?' cxtinguilliing the prafticc of fmuggling, than jiny mcafurc that had ever 
becti propofed or adopted for its prevention. Tea was the great bafis of the fmugglcr’s trade : 
if, therefore, that edciitial article of illicit traffic was taken out of their hands, there was the 
greateft reafon to believe that fmuggling would he carried on, at moil:, to a very trifling and 
inronfidctahic cxtcfit. In order, therefore, to effeft this neceffary and beneficial purpolc., the 
bill propofed to lower the exiiVmg duties on tea, and to reduce them in fuch a degree as fliouid 
enable the fair trader to rival the fmugglcr. 
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1784 As the duties of cufloms and cxcifc flood at this time, they amounted to about 50 per cent, 
on the value of teas of all dcfcripiions ; and, according to the prefent bill, thofc high duties: 
would he lowered to about a fourth part of that amount,— a rccluaion that would leave the 
little room for profit, that it would not be worth his while to run the rifk to 
which his illicit trade would be expofed, for the chance of obtaining the fmall profit that could 
be gained by his dealing any longer in tea. Every trade, licit or illicit, depends altogether 
upon the proportion of profit fet againft th<; proportion of rifejne and probable lofs, and if this 
bill fhould fuccced, by Icflening the one and incrcaflng the other, in the contraband commerce 
wliich it is intended to correft, there could be no doubt of its immediate happy effefts. 

It is very true that tea, from the Revolution to the prefent time, has been confidered as a fit 
objefl: of taxation ; nevcrthclefs, the duties upon that article might be carried to a point, that 
would in a great degree deftroy tlicmfelves, as well as aflift in deercafing other branches of the 
revenue. There is a medium in every thing, a point to which it might be prudent to go, but 
beyond which it would be extremely unwife to proceed. This was precil'ely the cafe with tea, 
the high duties upon it gave fo much profit to thcfmuggler, that it w^as the bafis of his traffic, 
and all the regulations that had hitherto been devifed, were proved, by conftant experience, to 
be inlufficicnt to prevent the fmuggicr from making it an article of his illegal commerce, when 
I'uch a profit might be derived from it. The only pc\ffible way, therefore, of curing the evil, 
was to reduce the duties : nor would that rcdufliori be attended with fuch a dcficicncv on the 
revenue aiifing from the article iticlf, as had been ftaicd by fonie of the enemies to this biJi ; 
bccaufe the new revenue arifing from the diminifiied duty, ad valorcmy was not to be calculated 
upon the quantity of teas that paid the prefent duties, but upon an infinitely larger quaniitv, 
it was perfccUy rcnfoualde to fuppofc, that, when the duties were fo much lowered as lo 
render it no longer worth the fiiuiggicr’s attention to deal in tea, what was now run iiuo the 
kingdom, would then be fairly imported, and would add to the revenue by the proportion of 
the incrcafe of duties which would, in that cafe, he paid. 

With regard to the tax on windows, it is fuflicient to obferve, that it is not propofed by the 
l)iil as a new tax, but as a commutation, and which might rcalbnably be relied on for its pro- 
duce, iKcaufc it is notiung more than an extenfion of a tax already cxifting, tlic efficacy and 
produftivenefs of which is a matter of indubitable notoriety. This bill might be confiilcicd as 
a kind of experiment, but was fuch an one as promifed to be very beneficial to tlie public, by 
at once preferving and fupporting the revenue, and extending tlie commerce of Great Britain. 

This bill met with no inconfidcrablc oppofition in its way to the throne; but the fuccchi 
with which its operations have been attended, and the very beneficial effedh it has produced 
to the public revenues, as well as the many other advantages which arc connefled with it, wd! 
render it a monument to the honour of the miniftcr who framed it for the fcrvicc of his 
country. 

The Commutation Aft was, hotvever, only part, though a very principal one, of the A ilcm 
which Mr. Pitt had formed to check the progrefs, and, if poffihlc, to annihilate the praflice of 
fmuggling; another bill was brouglit into the Houle during this feffion, to aid that beneficial 
purpofe. The objefts of this bill were, — to extend the diflance from ihore at which fei/urcs 
fhould be lawful, ~lo prohibit the building veffcls of certain diincnlions, and the arming them 
beyond a certain extent, — and to introduce other regulations tending to the fame general 
objeft. 

VoL. IV. 4 A 
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1784 Til the coinmirtTc upon this bill, which fat on the 12th of July, a coufiJe table debate toob 
place on tlie regulations, reiKlciing the owners of fliips amenable for the mifeondufT of ih^* 
jnariuers, wiiichhad been originally introduced by tlic ads of 1779 and 1781, and which were 
preferved by the prclcnt mcafure, 'i'hc injnilicc of fuch a piovihon, which made the faults of 
the fervaats to redound upon the mailer, was to annex impunity to guilt and punilhniejit to 
innocence ; fo that the hardTliip fell upon the fair trader, to the cxrlufn)!! of fuch as wcie con- 
cerned in articles of illicit commerce. Mr. Baring and Mr. Atkinfon, two gentlemen wl?.) 
were concerned in a very extenhve line of commerce, declared, that fuch \vas the inicjiiitv of 
tliefc laws, as to determine them, as foon as jmihbic, to ccafe to have aiiy concern in the artiel^r 
oflhipping. In conhqucncc of thefe reprefentations, Mr. Titt brought up a claiiftr, llie 
kd of whicli was, to have it declared by a competent authority, whtliicr a h i/,uie of a vi ifj] 
thould be perllllcd in and profcciitcd in the Court ot Kxchc(]aer to forfeiture under ail;:, -i 
CaJ'es i fuch as wiicn a (juantity of contraband goods vyas found on board, to fo tiiiliii ' an 
amount as to make it evident that the owner could have no concern in the bulinel's and to 
render it probable that even the mailer was. ignorant of the goods being concealed. 1 
claufc cc; taio.lv tended, in a rcreat degree^ to remove the fears jind apprehenhons of the Irn’o 
owners aad merchants, who, as the laws then flood, were expofed to very gieat liardihi["g 
irom the illegal conduct of the lailprs employed to navigate their ihips. I'he dillancc from 
fliore at which a feizure ihould be coniidcred as legal was extended to llx leagues. 

As tills bit! purported to diiarm the fmuggling vcikls, and to incrcvafc the limits witliin. 
which they were liable to forl'eiture, and all this in nddition to otiicr meafuicR intended to 
lower tlie duties on the articles which form tiic bafis of their trade, it was more than prol)?dd.,', 
tliat fuch a com)dn.atlon of rcilri^live meafurcs would force many ihoufands of able fcainm 
and adllve landfraen. either to live in a Itate of djfpcrate rapine, or to throw themfelves intr; 
tiiC arms of Ibicign coantri*.^, unitis tlic luimanilv and vvifdom of Parliament would glv(' liu.m 
encouragement to come Inumc into the dais of honed and iiuiuftilous citizens, (bit!;.; 
Iiumanc, jull, and wife principle, aelain'c uas addval to tlic biil, providing lor the indennfity 
of fucli ofiVnccs as ihould iiave been eon: mi t ted previoudy to its palling into a law. 

jn this idfion, !>el:de the two bill^ already mentioned, a third bill jeiilcd into a law for 
rcgulUion of the duties upon Kiitilli and to difeontinue, fa a limited lime, cem>iii 

imports u]<on rum and fjmirs impe-rn. d frem liic Well Indies, ; which three bills 
pichended the wiiole plc.n of ilic Cliancehor of the Lfxchcqucr, upon the fubjeft ot hnuggh!!.;, 
fo far as b wa.^ now ruivantted to Ifiriiament, 

'fhe nccefhty of diowing a fee iiiiercomfc between the Sugar Colonies niui the Ibiin d 
States of in /uncrican intd Ivccn very much Inridcd on by many of the 

M elt 1 iidia pi:. riters aiul iiK reliant?. We ihall thcicforc gi^r a ftatement of the ailef.ati 
and evidence pToduced, and the opinions of nicrcljants and other ptihjns given to the tdmn- 
inittce of Council, cxtrii'^led from their report, of the 31 ft of Alay, in this year, on hi:. .Ma- 
jedv's order of iCil iencc of the 8th ot fill ;Mai ;di, naidc upon tree rcprefeiuation of the \\ ■ f 
Indi:! uhinters. pnrp-nrring to fhew the din re iTei! (bite of his Alajcllyhs Sugar Colonic U h'/ 
tie: ^ >:/)-. ..lion o\ hC:'- Older of Council of lijc lecond of July, 1783* 

'J'h' ' i‘ i.r:-h'nr:nl'‘’n contains tl,-:: four toiiowmg allegations : 

hiif, 1 hi'-- .' h'd/. t Cr Sugar Colonic? are at prcfuit in fo grc;U‘ clihrcfs for wc.nt of a 

fjce iiU' n.oir ic I'K ’diem and the United Sl.vtes ui Amciicu, by American Ihip.-j, that not 
iimcmcut [houLl be ioli In grauUng them fuilhcr relief. 

a Second .If/ 
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11784 Secondly, That tlic fuppiies derived to the fLiid Sugar Colonics fi'om the dominions of 
the faid United State?, arc, in inany iiiAanccs, and at many fcafons of the year, not to be 
IukI from any other countjy, at any pvic'.e whatever; and that in ninny other infianccs, fuch 
fupphc.s aic not to be had from any other ]daccs, but at prices; \vho!!y ruinous. 

“ I'lutdly, That the navigation between the Norili American Cohmicb and his Majei^y’s 


Sugar Colonies, cannot lie effccSlually carried on by Hritiili on account of tlic heavy tx- 

ponce, uncertainty and deday of fucli circuitous navigation, beyond tliat which would attend 
thedireft navigation in American fhips. 

Fourthly, Tliat the planters in his Majefly’s Sugar Colonics can no otlicrwife pay for 
the. fiipplics received from the dotiiinions of the faid United States, than by the pioducc of 
their eftates ; which pioduc c, in many inftanecs, docs not find any adequate vent in (ircat 
.ihitain, and if not taken off by the N'oilli Aniciicans, would remain a dead weight upon all 
the reft of the produce of the fald Sugar Colonies/* 

M'lic proofs olFciLd in fiij^poil of, and againfl thefe allegations, form a mafs of inftnictioii 
on the fubjceft of our colonial conin^ercc, which is not to be derived from any other fourcc, 
In fupigort ofthc iirft allegation, an addreft of the affembly of Jauraica was produced to prove 
the fcarcity of ihivcs, pine boards, plank, and building timber, as wcIJ as the votes or tlie 
affcmlu'v to prove the cxorliitant price of Hour, In Antigua, it w’-as made to appear, that in 
Ofdober, 178^, provifions were rifea nearly 50I. per cent* and that the negro ju-ovifions and 
lumber were nt a very high price. Fvidenee was alio brought to prove, that upon the arrival 
ofthc order of C'ouncil, in tlic illaiid of Barbacloe.s, lumber roib inllantly from ahK/ur 7I. to 
cuirency per thoufand feet. A letter was alio produced from (irenada, dated February 2Hth, 
17H4, ftating, that every article of lumber avas at a war price, and the fame kiiid of c\idiiice 
was offered to prove a limilar fcarcity at St. Chritloplicrks and I'o: tola. 

M'hc followiftg ahfiraifl ofthc current prices of lumber and proviiions at Kingfton in Jamaira, 


as publilhcd in the Kingflon Ciazerte ; and alfo an account of the pdccs of the laid arucik:’ in 
time of peace, was tranfmltted to the Commiticc, at thtir defirc. 
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784 And in the letter of the chairman, tranfmitting this account, it is hiid, that provifions of 
all kinds are of fo pcrifhable a nature in the Weft Indies, and the confuniption both of pro-* 
Villons and lumber fo immeiife, that, unicfs the authoril'ed channels of lupply are opened, the 
clandeftine ones arc not to be relied upon as fufficient toproteft the illands from being again 
reduced to diftrefs, in the courfc of a very few weeks. 

In oppofttion, however, to thefe fafts, particularly in what regards the prefent fiatc of the 
ifland of Jamaica, there was evidence laid before the Committee to the following elFeft* 

That from the return made of the imports into the fovcral ports of the illand, previous to 
the month of November, 1783, the apprehenftons of want in the articles of lumber, 5cc* by 
no means warranted the politivc and ftrong aflertions contained in the addrefs of the Affcmbly 
of Jamaica, to the Governor of that ifland ; and that the Governor of Jamaica had made early 
and repeated applications to the governors of Nova Scotia and Canada, for an immediate 
fupply of fuch of the articles as were at that time wanted in the ifland, but which could not 
be expefted to arrive there to anfwcrthe then demand. 

The diftrefs which enfued upon the publication of his Majefty’s order in Council, was ftated 
to he principally owing to the planters not having expefted that any reftriftion, in this refpeff, 
would take place; and having omitted, therefore, to make provifion of thofc fevcral articles 
by other means : for it is evident, from the abftraft of prices current as before ftated, as well 
as from other evidence, that, in the fpacc of about ten weeks, the prices of lumber and pro- 
vifioiis began gradually to fall in the ifland of Jamaica, and continued falling very confidcnibly 
to the 20th of March laft : and further, that from the 12th of December, 1783, to the i7tU 
of March, 1784, incluflvc, 75 Britifh veflels, navigated according to law, had arrived at 
Kingfton, with cargoes of lumber and provifions ; all which vcflcls, except about ten, came 
from the ports of the United States. That thefe Ihips brought to Kingfton 18,000 barrels of 
flour, — 559,030 ftaves and heading, — 796,253 feet of boards, fcantling, &c.— and 1,450,79a 
ihlnglcs : and it was obferved, that 18,000 barrels of flour arc equal to the confumption of the 
ifland for nine moutlis. 

T lie re was alfo laid before the Committee the following account of prices current at K ing- 
fton, on the 20th of March, as tranfmitted from thence. 


Articles. 


Prices current, 

£. s. d. 

Pr ices Jlerl i . 

Superfine Philadelphia flour, 

per barrel — 

1 

10 

0 

1 

I 

5 

Common ditto. 

per ditto 

I 

7 

6 

0 

^9 

7 

Ship bread, per cwt. 

— _ 

1 

5 

0 

0 

17 

10; 

White oak ftaves and headings, per thoufand 

^3 

0 

0 

9 

5 

8 -'. 

Red oak ftaves. 

per ditto 

10 

0 

0 

7 

2 

loj- 

Pitch Pine boards, 

per ditto 

12 

0 

0 

8 

11 

5 

Yellow Pine ditto, 

per ditto 

10 

0 

0 

7 

2 

to\ 

Common boards. 

per ditto 

8 

0 

0 

S 

14 

0* 

Common Ihingles, 

per ditto 

i 

S 

0 

0 

17 

lOl- 

Mefs beef and pork 

per ditto 

3 

0 

0 

2 

2 

loj- 

Butter 

per pound 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

8i 

Spermaceti candles 

per ditto 

0 

2 

6 

0 

2 

6 

Evidence was alfo given to the committee, by two eminent merchants 

who had refided many 


years in Jamaica, that they never rccolleftcd the article of flour being fo cheap, as at this very 

period, and that many of the other articles would have been thought very rcafonabic, even be- 
^ fore 
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A. I>. 

1784 fore the war, particularly flavcs : and as the prices of thefe articles at PhlladelpliU, efpecially 
of white and red oak (laves, had arifen, during and llncc the war, more than double; it was 
inferred, that, in proportion to the firfl cod in America, they were at this time cheaper at 
Jamaica than before the war. 

The Committee alfo obtained from the fame authority the following average prices of luin- 


ber and provifions at Kingfton, for ten years previous 

to the war. 





Medium, 

• 


.c- 

S. 


1 - 


1 - 

-V. 

Superfine flour per barrel, fuppofed to be 200 lb* 

from 

2 

9 

to 

2 

19 

2 

14 

W hite oak Haves from Philadelphia, per 1000 

— 

10 

0 

to 

14 

0 

12 

0 

Red oak ftaves, per ditto, — — 


8 

0 

to 

12 

0 

10 

0 

Common boards, per 1000 feet, — 


7 

0 

to 

10 

0 

8 

10 

Cyprefs and yellow pine hoards, — 


8 

0 

to 

I 1 

0 

9 

IQ 

Pitch, pine, fcantling and hoards — 

— 

9 

0 

to 

12 

0 

10 

10 

Eofton fhingles, per 1000 feet, ~ 

— 

0 

15 

to 

I 

s 

I 

0 

Cedar and cyprefs fhingles, per 1000 feet. 

_ 

3 

0 

to 

n 

0 

10 

3 

5 

Wood hoops from America, per 100a, 

— 

S 

0 

to 

S 

0 

6 

10 

Ditto from Great Britain, — 

— 

!0 

0 

to 

IS 

0 

1 2 

10 


Tire prices of the before-mentioned articles ate very variable in Jamaica, 'l ire above 
arc wholcfalc medium prices ; the retail ones would l)C proportionably higher. 

Flour, before the war, was ufually fold by the 100 lb. — it was never under 20s. the 100 lb. 
(rcf)ucntly as liigh as 35s. and 40s. and fomctirncs 45s. 

White oak (laves from Philadclpliia, with proportion of heading, the long thoufand of 
1200 ; — they had been known as low as 81 . and as liigh as 22I. 

Red oak flaves, the long thoufand ; — they have been known as low as 7I. and as high as aoi* 
Common boards, per 1000 feet ; — they have been known as low as 5k and as high as 15I, 
^!yprefs and vcllow pine hoards, per tooo feet, — they ha\c been as low as 6J. and as high as 1 5!^ 
Jhtch, pine, fcantling and boards they have been known as low as 81 . and as high as rSi. 
Cedar and cyprefs fhingles, per 1000 Ket ; — they have been known as low as ak 15s, and as 
high as 3k 15s. 

To (hew, at one view, the difFcrcncc in the ])rices current of lumber and provifons at 
Kingfton, on the 20th of March, and the prices of the fame article prior to the war, the Com- 
mittee inferted in their report llic following tables : 

Comparative (late of the piices current of lumber and provifions at Kingfton in Jamaica, oii 
the 20th of March, according to the two accounts delivered into the Committee. 


f I JR S 7 J C C 0 {/ N T. 

/:• 



d. 

Superfine flour, per barrel of 196 lb. ~ 


I 

15 

0 

W’hitc oak ftaves, per 1000, •— — 


^5 

0 

0 

Red oak ditto, per ditto, ~ — 


12 

0 

0 

Common boards, per 1000 feet, — *- 

12 to 

k? 

0 

0 

Cedar, — — ~ 

35 10 

40 

0 

0 

Cyprefs, — . « — . 


12 

0 

0 

Yellow pine, — — ~ 


14 

0 

0 

Pitch pine fcantling, per 1000 feet, •— 


18 

0 

a 

Shingles, Bofton, — ~ 


2 

10 

0 

Cedar ihingics _ — . — - 


S 

0 

0 

Wood hoops, per 1000^ — — ' 


)8 

0 

0 


SECOND 
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aS ECO 

A D J C C 0 U N 7; 


S, 


Superfine Philadelpliia tlour. 

per bufhcl, — 

I 

10 

0 

■\V hire oak. haves ior heading 

s, per thou fa nd. 


0 

0 

Red oak Haves, per ditto. 

~ — 

10 

0 

0 

Common boards, per ditto, 

— 

8 

0 

0 

Yclknv pine, per ditto, 

— — 

20 

0 

0 

J’itch pine boards, per ditto, 

, — 

12 

0 

0 

Common ilungles, 

— — 

t 

5 

0 


Comparative fr:tc of the average prices of lumber and provifions at Kingfloii in Jauuiica, 
before the war, accoidiiig to tlic two accounts delivered in to the Committee, 


FIRS T A C C 0 U N 7 '. 






Jll: 

(iiUtft, 


' c 

5 . 


£• 

s. 

C ^ 

n 

I. 

Superfine Hour, barrel of 196 lbs. — 

I 

5 

to 

2 

5 

1 I 

5 

0 

W hire oak Haves, per thoufand, ~ 

30 

0 

to 

i:> 

0 

1 I 

0 

0 

Red oak Haves, per ditto, — — 

8 

0 

to 

10 

0 

9 

0 

0 

Common l)oards, per thoufand feet, — 

5 

0 

to 

10 

0 

7 10 

0 

Cyprefs and vcllovv pine, per dittcf, — 

6 

0 

to 

12 

0 

9 

0 

0 

pitch ])inc fcaiitling, per ditto, — 

8 

0 

to 

22 

0 

TO 

0 

D 

Shingles, liofton, — — 

2 

5 







Ditto, cedar, — — — 

2 

^5 

to 

3 

G? 





Wood hoo}>s, per thoufaiid, — 10 


SECOND A C C 0 U N 

r. 





jMt'di 

urn. 


0 

S, 



V. 

L- 



Stjpci fine flour,' pxr hand, — — 

2 

9 

to 

<'1 

19 

n 

14 

0 

liitc oak Haves, Fiiiladclj)hia, per thoufand. 

10 

0 

to 

14 

0 

12 

0 

(> 

Red oak Haves, per ditto, — — 

8 

0 

to 

12 

0 

10 

0 

u 

Common boards, per ditto, — 

7 

0 

to 

10 

0 

8 

10 


Cyprel> and yellow pine boards — 

8 

0 

to 

1 1 

0 

9 

TO 

0 

Pitch pine, fcaritli-ng and boauls — 

9 

0 

to 

12 

0 

10 

20 

u 

Shingles, BoHon, — — 

0 


to 

f 

6 

1 

0 

0 

Ditto, cedar and cyprefs, — — 

3 

0 

to 

3 

10 

3 

5 

0 

Wood hoops from America, — 

.5 

0 

to 

8 

0 

6 

10 

0 

Ditto^ from (neat Britain, — 

10 

0 

to 

\ c 

0 

1 > 

10 

0 


To throw Ibmc light on theie two contradictory accounts, the Committee continued to ex- 
amine certain merchants of great commercial knowledge and cliara< 5 \cr, w ho declared, that 
they never confidcrcd tJ.'c prices current, publilhcd in the Kinglion Royal Gazette, as very 
cxa<^ ; tliat they have known ihc adlual prices to vary during the time that the prices have a|)- 
peared in the Gazette to be the fame. I’hat besides ihev are generally tlic liiglicti rot.iil prices, 
and at the iongcfi credit, which is commouJy abont twelve months, l iiat the aforefaid prices 
current of the 20th of March, wcie agreeable to the prices fent bom their hoale at Kiiygfori 
in Jamaica, and were taken from real falcs i and tiiat tin; ilifference bctWQxn the fai.l pra cs 
fent them, and tljofc pnblifliecl in the Kingflon Royal Gazette, arofc from the fonuM being 
diirgo prkcr>, paid for in calli, and that Uic latter were retail prices with profit and credit. 
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It alfo appeared to the committee, that neither Antigua, Barbadocs, or Dominica, had any 
real ground for apprehending a Icarcity of lumber, provifions, hz, from his MajeUy's order 
in councih 

It iikrwifc further appeared, that a great part of the rum cafics lately made ufe of in Jamaica, 

U’cic puncdicons tlnit carried oat dry goods from fheat llritain, or punclicoi’i packs ; tiiat 

puncheon packs may be fbipped fioin l^ondon at T4 s. Ib/rling ; and, including freight and 

charge of felting them up, will not coil the plantei more tlian 25s. or 3CS. each; which is as 

low a price as was known d aring ten years'prcccding the war. Tiic current prices of wliitc- 
oak ilavc'i at i*h:Udt phia and London were alfo nearly the fame ; being, at the former of thofe 
places, hi. j»cr thoufand ; and, at the latter, 61 . 5% 

In (oppcri of th e fccond aiLegarion, it was ailertcd, that the colonics of North America 
winch I'tiil remain under tlie d^jamion of fircat Diltain, were not capable of iupplying the 
AN'dl India illinds vviiii provillons and lumbver in a degree proportionate to their wants. Idiut 
the cn>ps of 'A licat in Chana.ia are very uncertain ; and that during the late war, tiic army, 
amounting to no mote titan 15,000 men, v/as hippli-ed entirely fiom England, — Tliat though 
the uhite o ik of Canada is very p;ood for (laves, the other fpecics of iumher are of an inferior 
OjUaiirv ; and ihar fuch llic Lareiiv of hands in that colony to get wood, as to make the price 
of ialnnir to b? from half ;i dollar to a dollar per day. NVilli telpecl to No\:i .‘x‘olla, it was 
riilrg,.d, titat ihonyji tlie incrcafe of iiihahinintr. l;ne\v goire there, miglir, in time, lead to a 
fepydv of p rani, lumber, and the oilier articles from that colony, yet, at prclenlg Nova Scotia 
itlcjf is fiipphed with ilicm iVom other parts. 

Cn the other liand, it appeared from numerous u'fpCi^ablc '.nuhorliies, that tliC province of 
Canada is able to esport ;!,reat (]uanticles of wh^ at and dour, for i)\e coivfam! i in’i of the ih i'- 
tidi W ed Indd.a ilhinds. — 'Thai from the year 1771 to 1775 inciuhve, lher«; \\as exported lioin 
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1784 niiils upon. If was likcwifc ftatcd, that the difadvantage to 'which Canada is fubjeft in point 
of navigation, is icvcrfcd with refpc^ to Nova Scotia and Cape BVeton, the navigation from 
tliofc countries to the W^cfl India iflaiids being performed in a lefs time than from the ports of 
the United States. 

Bcfidcs thefe articles, tlierc are others of which the Weft India i (lands fland in need ; two 
of thefe are rice and Indian corn. The confumption of the firft in the Weft India iflands is 
very fmall, amounting, at an average of three years, to no more than 20,563 barrels annu- 
ally. It is well known that rice cannot be produced either in Canada or Nova Scotia. Indian 
corn is a more ncceflary article ; and the quantity imported into our Weft India iilands, at an 
average of three years, is 401,464 bufhcls annually. It appeared, however, that a great deal 
of Indian corn was now grown in Nova Scotia, and that the cultivation of it was encrcafing; 
and although the grain might not be fo large and fine as that which h produced in the fouthern 
parts of America, it may anfwer the fame purpofe nearly as well : at all events, Ca!:kada and 
Nova Scotia produce all the fubftitutes for Indian corn, vi2. peas, beans, barley, oats, and 
potatoes, at the moft rcafonable rates ; with which, except potatoes, the planters, during the 
laft war, fed their negroes. It was alfo expelled, that, in a fhort time, great quantities of 
Indian corn, of the fineft fort, would be produced in the Bahama iflands, from whence the 
navigation is very cafy and fhort to tlie Weft India colonies. Thefe iflands may likewife be 
fupplifl||||rith livc-ftock from Nova Scotia, from whence the Britifti army was plentifully 
furnilhed while it was at Bofton. As for faited beef and pork, befides that of Canada and 
Nova Scotia, the Weft Indies may be fuppHcd with thofe articles in plenty, and, all circuin- 
ftanccs confidered, at a^cheaper rate, and of a fviperior quality, from Great Britain and Irelaiuf , 
particularly from the latter; as the faited pork and beef from America is of anopen texture, niui 
more fubjeft to decay in hot climates. Another very irrtportant article of provifion, whicii 
the Weft Indies require, is dried and pickled fifli ; and very fufficient rcafons w^crc Ibted for be- 
lieving that the whole fupply can be furnifticd by one or other of the fifherics of Great Britai[< 
and Ireland, and thofe of Newfoundland, Canada, and Nova Scotia. The quantity impor- 
ted iiito the Britifli Weft India iflands, is x 59)669 quintals of dried fifli annually. 

In fupport of the third allegation, the planters and merchants urged, that before the lail 
war, more than three parts in four of the (hips employed in carrying on the commerce be- 
tween the Britifh Weft India iflands and North America were American; and they produced 
two accounts, by which it appeared, that the number of fltips fo employed in the year 1772, 
amounted to 1,208, of which only 13 came from the colonics now under the dominion of his 
Majefty ; that is, five from Canada, fix from Newfoundland, and two from Nova Scoiia. — 
They inferred alfo, from the number of vcfllis being fo great, that their tonnage muft have 
been fmall ; and, confequently, they could not be Britifh fliips employed in the American 
trade, which arc very fcldoin of lefs burthen than 250 or 300 tons. They produced aifo ano- 
ther paper, to (hew, that of 56 1 fail, wdiich entered at the port of Kingfton, in Jamaica, in 
the year 1774, 131 were Britifh-built, and 422 American-built. They alfo declared, that 
upon an experiment made for two or three fucceflivc years, of carrying on the trade by a cir- 
cuitous voyage, that is, by fending (hips fiom England to America to take in lumber, and 
carry the fame from thence to the iflands, it was found not to anfwer. 

On the contrary, from the evidence of many eminent merchants trading to North America 
and the Weft Indies, as well as other perfons who had been employed in his Majefty's fervicc 
in America, it appeared, that there never was a period in which this country was better pre- 
pared than it is at prefent to enter into any new branch of the carrying trade* 

It ' 
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* J784 Tt alfo Oatcd, tiiat the owners of BritMl) vcdlls concerned in tiie "Vcfl- India trade, have 
iahoinvu under (liftul vantages, ftom tlic duTi-vUlty of ])rocur‘mg outward frciglits for 
their vclTcis ; but .thai nt)',v, by going ilrh to Noith America, and from thence to the ^V'el!: 
Indies, and fo home, tficy will be fine of two freights, and ])erl)a;)S tlivce, inO.:;ad ot 
more than one, and with very finall additional charges in r.he pavnionr of k‘ amends wages and 
port duties, I'bat thougl.: the lliips employed in the Weft In Jia l?ade frcim the port of {^cn- 
don, called cftablilhed Ihips, have not hitherto engaged in this circuitous commerce, Ihips 
from the out*ports were frequently cosiccrned In it. It was rdf.? o!:rcrve;h thru rlie number of 
fliips \v}iie.h (eized the opportunity of going from North A.'inuicu to rlie Weil liwlia iftvids 
with lumber and providons, on ilic Ihi’l notice of the order of council, ir a clear pio^-f tiiat 
tins branch of commerce is profitable. It was befiJes aiferted, that, at tins time, there weni 
ten large Ihips from the port of London already deftined for this circuitous trade ; and tliar 
tlm‘c<n!:crs wcic j>rep:iring for the fame purpofc, whofe chief ohjefl was to freight from 
Atnerica to Jamaica ; r.\d tliat thefe tliips would go from hence even in haliaft, if a freigiit: 
out\tards could not he obtained. It alfo appeared, that betides tl'.e lliips al^ove-nicntioncJ, 
there \vcrc twelve fail '*1 Ihitiili thips cllablithed at laniaica, for carrying on the trade between 
that iiland nnd die coniinrnt of America, with others intended to be fitted out ; to whicli may 
bv :id'!<"d the ihips id'" Canada and Nova Scotia, which will he employed in this trade. It was 
at the fame r line proved, tliat nnnv lhip-carpe?\ters had fettled in Nova Scotia, '%)!* the pur- 
pole of fhip-hul!.d;ng ; arid it the trade to the Weft Indies ftiouid he confined to Hiitiih lliip* 
there is iu> doubt fnit rnanv more perfons of tin: fiunc dcfcription would be induced to 
jcttle in Ntiva Scofni, where thev will find tiniher ol cvety fort fu for fhip-hui, Icing ; and as 
the tide in the bav of Fundv tlfcs very high» the luirljonrs of that country are better calculated 
fm l)uliding ftiips rhan anv of the continent of North America. It was iiHb ol)fcrvcd, tliat 
hi fine the war, iliips of between two and ilircc huiulrcd tons were built in Canada, forwhicii 
puimofe they have limber in plenty ; and tiiuf the intcrcourfe between the Weil Indivs and 
Ai-inciica would be athilcd by ftoons belonging to the Hermuda and Bahama hands, which h;i,\e 
ahvavs had a principal lhare In this tiadc, 

in ihpport of the fourth allcg ition, the planteis and iiKu cIants produced accounts to Ihcw^ 
tiat, bcfulcs fmaller articles, there was exported to North America, in the year 1773, 3,776 
hnglhcads of fugar, and 31,265 puncheons* of rum : and, in the fucceedlng year, 5,325 hogs* 
heads of fugar, and 43,488 puncheons of rum.— They alleged, that the Americans then took 
tv(nn the Brifdh Weft India iftaiids their produce, in paynieat for nearly the amount of what 
they imjH>aed. 

In oppotitum, however, to this, it w;s verv ftrongly ftnted, that the coniining the inter* 
cf>uiie with our Weft India iflands to Britifn ftnps, will be a means ol icenring to the planters 
a gicatet cuport of their produce, than if the Ihips of the LmreJ States v\eie allowed to come, 
as ibrmerlv, to the ports of our iftands. It was alfo averted, that though the India iner« 

r hunts and planters feemed to imagine, that bebne the war, the Americans took. Irom tlie 
Bniilli Well India iilands their produce, in payment lor nearly the amoim? of what they im* 
ported, tile balance was in favour of the vXmeiicar.s 300,000!. : ior fjic annual average value 
of imports from Nortli America into the iftands, as ellimalcd at the p^^rt of importation, 
frcigia- iiududcd, amounted 10 7'ZO,oooU; while tlwir exportation to North America, freight 
iiK hided, was only 420,000!. 
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1784 It alfo appeared, from the moft rcfpe^lable tcftimonics, that the Americans never took, in 
payment of their cargoes, more than a fmall part of the produce of our illdnels ; and that, in 
particular, ti)c Americans trading to Jamaica, before the w^ar, ufeJ to take produce of that 
inmd, in payment for provifions ai\d iumher imported there, in nearly the following propor- 
tion? : — 

The fouthern provinces, about one-half, or rather more ; — the balance in dollars. 

The mkkllc provinces, about one-fourth i — balance in dollars and flei ling bills of exchange. 

The northern, or New England government, not above one-tenth i — balance in dollais. 

So unwilling were the Americans to take the produce of the Hririfli iilands, that, when they 
fold their lumber and provifions in exchange for produce, and not for calh, they generally de- 
manded an higher price : it may be, therefrdre, reafonahiy expeded, that when the trade is con- 
fined to our own fhips, there wilfbe a greater exchange; of produce for produce. 

Tlie rcfult of this important enquiry is the fatisfadlory convi£lion, that by prohibiting or 
obliiuifting the intercourfc between the conlinent of America and the Weft India iilands, the 
people of the United States will fuflFor more than his Majefty’s fubjefls ; that ihcir lumber and 
provifioris muft pcrifti on their hands; and that the Britifti iflands may be fnrnifhcd with 
thofe articles without their aftiftance. 

It may alfo be proper to add, that by the clearances of the cuftom-houfe at Kingfton, in 
Jamifea, it appears that 18 fail were cleared for different ports in America, in tlic fpacc of one 
month, viz. from the 20th of February to the aoth of March, chiefly laden with the produo 
of the Britilh Weft Indies ; which is double the number of veft^s that, in any former period; 
cleared out in that voyage in fo lliort a time. Fifteen Britifh-built velJels, navigated accoidin; 
to law, and chiefly from America, entered the port of Kingfton, during the laid period, iadti 
with 1,433 of flour j 1,729 boards and fcanllings ; 151,052 ftaves and lieadings 

264,600 Ihinglcs i and 72,300 feet of lumber : — Beftdes whicli, five vclfels from the Mufquitf 
fhore brought 492 planks, and i,i 10,000 feet of rpahogany ; nojr is the importation at tli- 
out ports of that ifland included in this account. 

From hence a very promifing conclufton may be drawn, that, inftead of loftngthe Anicricai 
market, we fhall fell to the United States a greater quantity than we did before the war ; ripe 
daily as the Americans, from the want of the fpecie or bills which they formerly took fron 
our iflands, and from other caufes, will not he enabled to trade to the foreign iflands as the 
fed to do. 

The order of council of the 26th of December, 1783, to continue the temporary 
which palled the preceding feftion for regulating the commerce of. Qreat Britain with the Un 
ted States of America, ( wV*’ p. 516.) expiring the 20th of April, in tliis year, it was a.ral 
continued to an iinlitnited period ; as this a-it was found to anfwcr every purpofc intended 1; 
the framers of it. 

The affairs of the FCaft India Company were opened in the new Parliament by a petitio 
from them, y)vcfcntcd on the 26th or i\Iny, pra\ ing the Floufc of Commons to grant tlie 
IiK'h relief as the lituatlon of their aif ii:i miglit appear to detnand. On tliis orcafton it 
moved, that the dir: flers f-y hcfoie tlic Houft tliC infoi mation they might have received flu 
their having n a'.'c up their report of the iflth of ['ebruary. In cojifayucncc of this motio 
a fccond rt.port w prek-nted by them on the ;ti of June, and, together with the precedin 
immediately rcfcired to the coTtflderatituj of a fclect conuuittcc, 'I'his committee was conf 
tuted in the fame manner as that of the iaft Parliament, with no other variation than Inch 
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1784 bnJ been made neceflary by the general cicflion. The report of the committee was completed 
and preiented to Parliament on the sad iultant, and taken into conficlcration by a committee 
of the whole Honic on the 2d of July. 

In the mean time, a bill was introduced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer to allow iJic 
Conij^any to divide 4 ])cr cent, for the half year concluding with .Midlin.nn.cr, 17^4. 
feme oppohtion in both houfes, as well as fotiic alterations in its jh'i'.luLu, it K\-jiv.;d ilie 
roval alien t. 

On the 2d of July, the day appointed fof taking into con Tidciation the report cd tin- ElcT 
committee, the Citanccllor of the !ixchi‘qucr moved for leave to l>rin,\ in a h;!’ ihv tori-. f 
of the Eafl India Company. I'liis bill had for its ohic<.^> the Jelpitc ofduiirs 'ho • of 

bills, and the afeertainment of dividend. The duties were to be paid hv inlhJpu nt vt A od- 
fummer and Chrlilmas 17S5. Provifion was made for the bills already ?cr .'pted 01 anru'ortce k 
^J'he dcilgn of the bill, as it related to the dividend, was to enable the Company ti> afl t ni a 
certain balls, vvitliout applying, from time to time, fur any aiuliority whatever. More than 
one qqclUoii of conflderahlc importance was involved in the debates that took place in the pro- 
grefs of this bill : it was examined how fartlic h(»noiir of Parliament was pledged bv the mra- 
fure before them ; what was the true Aatc of the linances of tlic Company ; and wlurt was the 
merit of the principle upon which the meaiurc under diicaff.on proceeded. Thefe (pu llians 
were ferioufly debated, and fomc amendments propofed, vvliich being negatived, the bill pro- 
ceeded in due courfe to the royal aUent. 

But ail thefe incufurcs were preparatory and fubordinatc to the bill of regulation that was 
moved for by Mr. Pitt on the 6th of July, and which, from the very great impoiiaace of its 
object, demanded "the moft ferious attention of llie nation. I’he dcligns which in the [»lau of 
tlic late Secretary of State were to be diftributed into different bills, were, by Mr. Pitt, lub- 
mitted at once to the uninterrupted attention of Parliament. 'Phis idea was prohlEdiy adopted 
by the minitier, in order that the conueSion between the dilicrent parts of his fvilein might 
be fully fccri. 7 'his wavS at once to coniVitute a new form of government at home, and to re- 
gulate the diiTcicnt prcfidencies abroad, — to provide for the ha]>pinefs of liic natives, — to put 
an end to all mifunderftandings and controverfies, — and, laflly, by a more rigid mode of legif- 
lation, to exclude delinquency, and to inftitute a new judicature for the trial of offences corn- 
mitted in India. 

Under the firft head of the bill now introduced into Parlimncnt, its provirions ^Ycre ncaily 
coincident with thofe of the bill originated by Mr, Pitt in the lad fcllion of t!ie preceding [bar- 
Jiament : (vide p. 507.). the few alterations made, uniformly tended to cnlarp^c the powcis ofrlic 
board of controul. It was permitted it, in urgent cafes, to oiiginalc mcafurcs, as well as to 
revife, correal, and alter thofe of the directors. In matters rchitivc to peace and war, wiicrc 
fccrcfy was a principal objeft, it was allb allowed to fend its orders din to India, witiie-m. 
communicating them to the court of direflors ; and to the commanders in cliicf, v/ir.hout the 
knowledge of the refpeftivc prefidencies. It then proceeded, as had been done l)y the fornui 
bill, to regulate the number of perfons coiillituting the cl illc rent councils o|* Bengal, p ort St* 
George, and Bombay. 

With refpeft to tiie government abroad, in the firll place, it gave an abfolnte power to the 
governor-gcnetal and council of Bengal to originate orders to tlie infoior t^rcfidciicies, in 
cafes that did not interfere with the direftions which hadi already been received from Great 
Jhitain ; andl added a power of fufpcnllon, in cafe of difobedicnce. The fuprenie council 
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1784 were foibiilJcn, iinlcfs any of the Princes of Irulia HiouM have firil commenced or.contem- 
plafc J hoiliiities our fettlemenrs, to enter upon war, or to furni un ofJcnlivx' tveuty, 

without orders iVoin hoine. The inferior councils were prohibited, in all common cafes, to 
form alliaiHcs ; and, in urgent cafes, they were coriniiandcd to infcit a provifionaJ ciaufc, ren- 
del ing the permnricncy of tlie alliance clepciulcnt upon the confirmation of the governor- 
gcnci al. 1 iitcIIigeiKe of every important tranfaciioti, in all cafes, was commanded to he fent 
home immediately ; and each fervant of the Company, in any cf its fcttlcments, was retjuired 
to tranfmit accounts of every confiJcrahlc tranfadion to the council of Bengal, 

Various regulations were added refpeding the debts of the Nabob of Arcot and the Ra'ph 
of Tan‘)orc to private individuals and to the Company, Enquiry was ordered to be made bv 
the dilTerent luefiJcncics into the expuHions that might have been made of any of the heredi- 
tary latrntrs, and the opprclhvc rents and contiibultons that might have been extorted from 
tlicni ; and incafni es were diiedfcd to be taken for their relief and future tranquillity. A hmi- 
lar examination was required to be made, in order to retrenchment, into the different cllab- 
Ihhmerns of our leuleiiumts in India, a report of whiclt was to he annually laid before Parlia- 
ment. "J'hc Company were prohibited from fending out a greater number of cadets or writcis 
than ihould be abi'olutely neccflary ; and it was ordered that the age of fuch as were fent our, 
fliould not be Icfs than fifteen, nor more than twenty-two years. Promoiions were coninia i- 
ded to be made in the order of feniority, unlefs in extraordinary cafes, for which the prelidcn- 
cies fhould make thcinfclvcs fpcclfically rcfponfihle. 

Crimes committed by Eughfh fubjcfls in any part of India, were to be cognizable by every 
Britifb couil of juf icc, in. the fame manner as if they had been committed in our immediate 
dominions, Prelcnts, except fuch as were merely ceremonial, were forbidden to be received, 
unlefs bv a covinll'llor at law, a phyftcian, a furgeon, or a chaplain, under the penalty of a 
confifcatitm of tlic prefent, and an additional fine, in the difcrction of the court, Difobedi- 
tnee of ordc'is, and pecuniary tranfaflioiis contrary to the interclls of the Company, wcie de- 
clared to be high crimes and mifdcmcanours. The Company were forbidden to interfere in 
favour ofanv per Ion legally condemned of the above crimes, or to employ liim in their f.:- 
■v icc in future, governors of the ditferent prcfidencies were permitted to impriibn anv 

pu fon fulpeftrd of ibicit t'orrcfpondcnce, and were ordered to fend them to Englaird with ail 
cor.veniciil 1pi:ed, il their health wmuld permit. 

Every pei Ton ferving, or wiio fliould hereafter ferve in India, and returning to Englaiid, 
was iT<|ui;cd t(j give in an tiliinate, upon oath, to the court of Fdxchcqucr, of his property, 
within two montiis after his arrival ; one copy of which was to be kept in the court of 
chequer, and the other at the Kafl India Houfe. The board of controul, the court of di' 
rebtors, or any tijrce of the proprietors whole flock fhould amount togcilicr to locob ut re 
allowed to move the court of Exchequer to examine the validity of the account. Tiic cr,iut 
of Exchequer was recjuircd, in calc the aceulation appeared to them to be well foutfted, to 
examine, the accufed, upon oath, and to imprifon him until lie lliall have anfwcred their inter- 
rog^uories iuifiji fatidaflory manner. The whole property of every perfbn who fhould neglect 
to give in fuch an account within time limited, or who- fhould have been guilty of a 
TCprvfeiuation of that account, to the amount of 2000I, flcrling, was ordered to be conhi'caicd 
ten per cent, for the l>enefit of the informer or accufer, and the remainder to be equally divided 
between the public and the Company. Every perfoii having been once employed in India, 

and 
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1J84 having afterwards rcfulcd in turope for the fp'acc of fi\e unicfs for the rclloratiori 

or his health, was declared to he incapable to be lent out again to that country. 

‘The attor.iey.gcneraJ, or the court of dircaors, was ;uH)]oiifcd to file an information in 
the Court of King’s Bench again ll any perfon for crimes committed in India, "J'hat court 
was empowered immediately’ to iniprifon or admit to bail the perfon acc».ifed: it was then or- 
deredj that within thirty days a certain number of Peers Jbould be chofcir by the I loufe of 
].ords, iind of rneinhers of the Houfe of Commons, by that Houfe, to conllitutc a judicatiue 
for the trial of tlie accufation. T he court was finally to confiil of three judges, appointed by 
the crown, four Peers, and fix members of the Houfe of Commons ; and the aceufed had a 
right to a peremptory challenge. I'he court was auihorifed to judge without appeal, and to 
declare the party convicted incapable of ferving the Eaft India Company : the piinilhmcnts 
they vATcrc to awaul were fine and imprifonment ; and in order to the proportioning tlie fine to 
the property of the convifl, the court of Exchcq^iier mightt at the retjuifition of the attr.mcy- 
g'-ncral or the Company, examine Iiim upon oath on that fubjeft ; if he refui'ed toanbver their 
intcrrogatoi ic's, his property was direfted to be confifeated for the benefit of the King, and 
the court of Exchequer was further empowered to imprifon him during plcafure. l\ecords iu 
the court of dircitors, and fuch oincr written teftimony as fhould be approved Iw the court, 
were ordered to be confidered as evidence, upon which they were auihorifed to form their 
fen to nee. 

With refpeft to the lafl head of this bill, Mr. Pitt declared, that from his extreme partiality 
to the prefent fyftem of diftriluitivc jufticc in this country, he could not bring hi rnfelf to de- 
part from it for a moment witiiout the greatefi: rclmSlance. There was certainly fomctlilng 
that looked like danger in the example of any deviation from the cllablilhed furm of trial ; but 
it Avas evident that, at this lime, thcic was no regular mode by which the delinquents in Fjidia 
could be brought to juflice. ddicre feemed to be no alternative between the inllirurioii of a 
new procefs, or the continuance of offences, equally Ihocking to humanity, and contrary to 
every principle of religion and jufeicc. The ncceflity of the cafe outweighed the rifquc of the 
iimovation: bcfidcs, it fhould be confidcred, that every man who went to India in fnttitc, 
would know the predicament in which lie placed himfclf ; andi, in agreeing to give up ff)nK* of 
the moft efiential privileges of his couiitry, would do no more than a very numerous aiul ho- 
nourable body of men, the military, did daily, without the fmalldl ijnpcadiment of tijcir 
charafters, or the purity of the motives that impelled their conduct. 

On the i6th of fnly, a very long and violent debate to(<k’piacc upon tliis bill, ivhcn it was 
connnhrcd by a majority ot 215, — 276 being for going into the comaiirtce, and f>] ayainfi ii:* 
Thougii tire lioufe of Commons feemed determined to fupport the bill on general prin::i[u'cs, 
tli^ great vaiicty of ohjct^s occafioned a great variety of opinion conccrnirig the diifinenr ['lufs 
of it. Some aju^roved of the provitions for the luppicfiioti of future d;;!iju]acncy, who v.crc 
not equally partial to the new board of controul, or to the icgularions that related to tire native 
Princes and Zcmindais: while, on the contrary, matty were defirous tliat an experiment 
flioukl be made of the kind of controul recommended by tltc minilie|| who bellowed tijeir 
fevereft rq>rob:ition upon the pnrrial fufpeufion was ijiuoduced of tlie trial by jury. In 
ihort, the very rigid difculTioii which this important bill underwent in its progreb’, [urxluced 
a verv gcmeral alteration in the claufes of it. 

The firft amendment was intended to modify tlie clauie that empowered the board of con- 
troul to originate orders^ by limitiiig the proceeding to the cafe of the court of dirciflors 
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1784 ncj',!c£ting to tranfnilt difpatclics to tljc board, after fouttceii clays iiotice, upon any 

the board might think it neccllary to take up. 'J'o ohvlrite the objeilions that had been made 
to the ciaufc, impov;ci iiig the board ofcontroul to lend orders diredly-to India, without com- 
rnuificution with the court of dircclors, il was enaded, tint that couit appoint a c nimittce of 
fecrccy, not to exceed three perfsons, with whom tlie boHfd of coiuroul might communic ate 
thclc orders* 'i'hcclaufe, veiling the nomitiation of the fevcjal commandtas hj e’^iel at ben- 
gal, Bombay and Madias, in the King, was expunged, and thofc appoint meius J;. ft in the 
hands of the Company. I'lie claufe, referving^to the King a negative upon the appointment:] 
of the clirc£b:)rs, was alfo withdrawn. The claufe whicli obliged all peifons' returning from 
India to give an account of their fortunes upon oath, was greatly changed and iiiodificd.— . 
That pait of the hill which deferibes the conhitution of the new tribunaf underwent confi- 
dcrabic aJtcratioit, As the claufcs flood at firfl, the bringing the accufation lay folciy with 
the Attorney General or the Company, In the place of wljich regulation, it was proj^ofed to 
aiithorife any other perfon or |>crfons to move the Court of King’s Bench for an information. 
It was alfo defigned to give that court power to iffuc cotniniflions to the courts in India, for 
the purpofe of taking depofltions ; and thefe clepolltions, together witli the records of the dif- 
ferent prelidencies, were the only fpccics of written evidence to be allowed. Another material 
alteration regarded the formation of the tribunal. It was not to be chofen till the whole evi- 
dence was colle£lcd, that was capable ol being procured, or thought ncceflary to fupport the in- 
formation. To bring it nearer to the nature of a fpecial jury, it was intended to be appointed 
partly by ballot and partly by feic^Uon •, and the profecutor was to have a right to challenge, 
'but not peremptorily. The right of nominating the judges was to be taken away from the 
crovyu, and each court was to be left to appoint one of its own bench. The lafl amendment 
went to the cxcluiion of various perfons, fuch as the diredors of the Company, and perfons 
returning from India, from the judicature that was to be erected. Such were the principal 
amendments which this important bill underwent in its progrefs through the lower Houle, 
where it was finally paffed on the 28th ofl July, by a very great majority ; and after being ex- 
pofed to a vigorous oppofltion in the Houfe of Lords, it was pafled in that Houfc on the 9th 
of Augufl. 

As the lillicries of Scotland promife at lengih to become an,obje£l of great commercial ad- 
vantage to the nation, we cannot pafs over the preliminary attention which was paid to them 
at the clofe of this fcfhon of Parliament. 

^ There is no doubt but that the fiflicries in Scotland might be made extremely beneficial to 
the revenue, if proper care was taken to give them fuitabic encouragement. In order to attain 
this important end, and to rtmovc all obflacles to the immediate attainment of it, it was flared 
to the Houfc of Commons by Mr. Dempfler, that a cuflom prevailed in certain diftri£ls of 
Scotland bordering upon the fea, that was a part of the old fended cufloms which formerly pre- 
vailed univcrfally north of the Tweed, and which conflfted of a certain fult and fervicc, cxclu- 
live of the rent, which the tenant was obliged to perform to the landlord, wlicn particularly 
called upon for tliat purpofe. This cuflom was deferibed as a great bardftiip, as well as a 
great inconvenience to the tcnaius, ^gaufe they were generally called upon to perform fuit 
and fervicc in the harveft time and during the fummer, which was the fcafon when they were 
tnoft bufily employed in the fiflicries. That gentleman, therefore, mentioned Ids dcflgn to 
move for leave to bring in a bill to allow the tenants to compound for this fult and fcrvice by 
a pecuniary commutation to the landlords, to be paid at the option of the tenant. By this 
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1784 means, the tenant who would employ liimfclf to greater advantage on the fifteries, ’would be 
enabled to pay a ceitain flatcd price in lieu of Jhs fuit and Icrvicc to the Jaudlord, and thus fave 
the time he otherwile mull lol'c. Mr. Dempfter further fald, that it was not his intention to 
attempt to can y the bill tl)rough Parliament this lefnon, but merely, if leave were given to 
1 >nng it in, to read it a firft time, and then to print it, meaning to fend it down to Scotland 
in that form, in order that the fenfe of the country might be taken upon it ; and in cafe it met 
with the concunence of the parties mutually concerned in that end of the kifigdom, to refume 
it next year and complete it. He concluded with moving, “ that leave be given to bring in a 
bill toallov/ tenrmts and fab tenants employed in the filhcries of Great Britain, lo commute 
for money all pcifonal fervlcCvi, Avhich tltey aic bound to perform to their landlords. The 
mofion was agiccd to. 

On tire aoth of Augufl;, the Klijg put an end to the fefTson by a fpcech from tlio throne. 
Me ictuntcd Parliament his vvarmeil thanks for their zealous and diligent attention to the 
public fervlccs. He predi^lcd the happieft efFe£ts from the hill for the belter government of 
jndia: — he apyjlauded the laws tliey had nrndc for the pjcfcrvation and improvement of the 
revenue : — he thanked the Commons for llicir provihon for the arrear of the civil iiil : — he de- 
plored the unavoidable burthens of the people; — he noticed the definitive treaty with Holland, 
and the peace concluded in India, and trufteJ that the prefent tranquillity would b.? of long 
continuance; — he adverted to the important objCiSls with refpett to trade and commerce, vet 
to be provided for; and he expreffed his hopes that, on a full invdligalion of thofc important 
matters, fuch regulations would be framed, as might be calculated to promote the wealth and 
profperity of every part of tlie Britifli empire.. 

I'hc following arret, which was publiihcd liy tlic French court in this year, concerning tlic 
coinmcrciii! intcicourfc allowed to foreigners with the French Well Indies, apj^ears l<j give liie 
fame advantages to the BririHi Ruropean and American dominions, as it does to the Amt i icitn 
flates. It Iccms to grant gteater advantages, and to open the Ficnch iflaiuls mor<; to lirangeis 
than any former anet; hut it permits, in fail, little more than allowed, though not al- 
ways publicly, before the wav, except that certain EurOf»can arlicles may now go dirc'flly 
there, witliout palTirg through the jnedium of the ports of France. A confiderablc preference, 
however, is referved to the French fliipping and filhcries. This arret will ferve alfo to ex- 
plain in what manner the advantages givc'n to the American States by Fiance have been mif- 
reprefented and exaggerated. 

Arrf.T du CoKSEIL d'Yyr hT du Roi, conccmcnu le. Commerce tlrau^^n' drn:s i/ks 
Fran.oljcs de r /hierique^ du Aout^ J784. 

Arllcic premier. L’Entrepot ci devant afligne au caienagc de Salntc Likuc, fera fii.iintcnu 
pour ladhe iiic feulcment, K il en fera etabli Irois nouveaux aux ides du vent j un A 

Sainlc Pierre pour la Martinique, un a la Pomte-a Pitre pour la (uuidaloupe he depuulrmces, 
un a Scaiboroug pour 'Pobago. 11 cn lera paTelilcrncnt ouvert tro7s pour Saint Doniinguc, 
lavoir im au Cap Francois, un au Port-au-Prince, un aux Caves Saint Louis : celui qiiie>bilc 
au Mnic Saint Tsicholas duns la incinc colonic, fcrtj!!!k dcuieurcia lupprimc. 

IT. rennet fa Majefte, par provifion jufqu’ a ce (ju'il lui plaifc (ren otdonner aiitre- 
ment, aux navires etrangers, du port de foixanlc toniuxiux au moins, iinlquemcnt charges 
dv bois de toutc efpCce, menre de bois de tcintuie, de charbon de terre, d’ahimaux bclliaux 
vivans de toutc nature, de lalaifons de bocufs 5 c non de pores, de inorue & puiflbn fales, de 

riz, 
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vl’tJs cn cij taniics, dc pcibvrcilcs, de icdncs goulron, 

dCngiisj;:; ]7. r Tai ticiu picwcck'iit, be d’y ciLcharger copa- 


III. 11 r.'i:'. pcipao :<ux nr.vi’i,'; qui irnp.t da/p; Ics ports crcntvcpd)^, foit pour v 

j- i.ur jV-s raaii liaiuiilL ; |.:p 11. loit L vq'uIc d’v cbapgvr ? our i’cliap.g'.r, 

*jU;rip.i\t dcs iiuvp;;; bt liddi.t';, bt d^iv inajv iiaiidlics vciuics ck' rrancc. 

“ ! V. 1’ov.uc:', !:'s up-iclKindii'.s d(;i\t riiu}.ourct:or. be Ik^poi latic a .'ont pcrniik-s a I’c trau'-' .-c 
dan; los dits dkaurepou ibvoi*: founnk**^ :\\\x dioks loLaux, duiblis ou aOt.d.dn- ckins cha'|;.c 

culonic, ^ paycio/it tii ouircun p(.ur cent dc Icnr vaicur, 

“ V, 1 p.depeiulaiinucnt Ju dioir d’rin pour ct nr, j'oric cn Tarticlc ci-di ks hreuFs Fdi, 

In nioruc be Ic poil]dn FrJd;, paycioiit trots livres par t]r;iiUa} ; <V kra In pioduit clii dit droit dt' 
ti )is livies, <'oiivcrti cn piiincs skciicoui agcmcnt, pour rintic^dublion dc la moruc (?Sr du poidda 
tales pi/r\cnans de la j)cel 3 e Fi nncp..iib, 

VI. Lcs chairs tales t'lran.gt res qui feront intrccluhcs dans Ics colonies par des Fatinaiii . 
r rant, ois, cypedies d It element dcs poits du royaurne, ne I'cront point: airujettic's au pe.yciiicat 
des droits irKniiornk ; dans Ics deux articles precedens. 

Vil. I] feta etabh dans chiujue port d'entrepot un nomhre fufriiiint dc: comnils, p >;n. 
vciiicr a <:c qii’il ne ibit inti odiiit ni cj.pf/rtc d'autres marclniulilbs cp,ic celles tjul Font fperiii( .-s 
dans les articles 11. 6c 111. du prefent arret; ahn qidil ne relic aucuo Ibi.-p’on dbnex:k'‘ti- 
tude dans cette I'urvciliance, aulurife fa Majcllc ks ncgocians Francois rclidans dans 
des dits p<)ns d'cntrcjkjt, ainll que Ics capitaincs dc navives qui pouronr Fy trouver, a lunnc’. r 
TeipccFlivcnient cntie cux des conuniluircs, Icfquels feront charges dc dcnonccr les ncpligi ur s 
ou abus qu’iis pnurrniciit itconnoitrc, 6c atkflcrout, lorfiu’ils FeOinicront convcnahlc, x tunics 
Jes vifres qui auront lien, (bit a i’arrivee, foit au dc]>art dcs naviros ctrangeis, bee.” 

We cannot, however, hut ohferve, that thtfe articles do not feem calculated by any n)e;nr> 
toencouiage foreign vciTcF; to go to the french free ports in the Weil Indies; ant! tlie laQ of 
the above ai tides ieenis to put foreigners in tlie power of the French merchants, and F/cnoh 
mailers of (hips. T'hcic are twelve other articles which regulate the entry of the loreign 
vehels, tXC.. 

'The number of fliips wliich were employed from England m the whale fifliery, to Davids 
htrtiglils and the Greenland Seas, in the courfc of this year, to 89; — thofc of Scotland to 4; 
and iltolc of Fitdiand in the fame tiadc, and the fame pciiod, to 59, 

'Fhe Canada I'ales of tills year in London, amounted to ':toi,oool. 

I'hc following givc.s tlic exafl account of the revenae annually arifng from the difiillery in 


England, from the 5th of July, 

1763, to the 5th of July, 1784. 

Mc!(tlJl's 

Dyiiii 


J'rars, 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

& 

S. 

d. 

1764, 

381,906 

15 

8 

63,020 

i 5 

4 

,765. — 

385,360 

4 

0 

60, 1 65 

17 

2 

J7O6, - — 

43^>439 

i8 

9 

46,930 

14 

8 

J767, — 

34*, 122 

19 

3 

71.044 


X 

,768, — 

S 7 o >508 

% 

6 

76,250 

i 4 

6 

,769, — 

440,041 

x6 

3 

72.481 

6 

2 

,770, — 

455.004 

7 

4 

57 . 95 '! 

0 

4 

^ . 1771, — 

442.323 

10 

0 

55.323 

6 

10 


1772 , 




J3y the following account is alfo fcen the quantity of corn fpirits made in Scotland as well 
as the difpofal of it, from the 5th of July, 1778, to the 5th of July, 1784. 



A'Lidc in Scctland, 

Sent to England* 

Left in Scoilcmd, 

7 airs. 

T'ons, 

^ons. 

Tom. 


— 253 - 

— 20 

238 

1779. 

— 350 - 

— 24 

326 

1780, 

— 864 ~ 

— 13s 

729 

CO 

— , 872 — 

— . 3BS 

484 

oc 

to 

• 1,048 — 

— . 730 

318 

» 7 ^ 3 > 

773 ^ - 

— h 7 

76 

1784, 

, 1,141 ^ — 

— 1,548 



By the above llatemcnt there appears to be no Icfs than 407 tons fent to England, from the 
5th of July, 1783, to the 5th of July,. 1784, which paid no duty : and from the 5th of July 
to the I ft of November, 1784, there was 430 tons made in Scotland, and 669 tons fent io 
England, 239 tons of which paid no duty. 

The quantity made in Scotland is found by the money paid, and is confcquently prefurnp- 
tive ; — the quantity fent to 'England is cxaftly afeertained by the equalizing duty paid of 1 1 J^d. 
per gallon ; and as the real produce or make of corn fpii it exceeds the prefumptive charge 25 
VoL. IV. 4 C per 
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'^784 per cent, or as 15 is to 19 in quantity at Hydrometer proof; and the part fent from Scotland 
to England is well known to have been at 40 per cent, at Icaft, over Hydrometer proof: in 
order to ftatc the real quantity of corn fpirit made in Scotland and lent to England, it will be 
rifht to add 25 per cent, to the prefumptive quantity made in Scotland, and 40 percent, to tlie 
quantity fent to England, and the difference between the amount of thefe two, will be the 
quantity that has been confumed in Scotland, on which duty has been paid. The following 
is a Hate of the account according to the foregoing calculation : 


7 "cars. 

i 778» 

1779* 

1780 , 

J 781 , 

1782. 

>783. 

1784. 


Made in Scotland at 
Hydrometer proof, 
"Tons. 

322 

437 

1,080 

1,090 

966 
1,426 


Sent to llnglcuidnt 
Hydrometer proof 
*Totn, 

28 

33 

189 

543 

1,022 

975 

2,167 


I.,cft If? Scot /afhi Iff 
Hydrometer p? onf, 
I'cn s, 
294 
404 
891 

547 

28B 


to 


By this ilatcmcnt it appears, thg.t 9 iti 74^ tons, iri 1784> wcie fenf . 

England more than any duty was paid for : and from the 5th of July to the ift of Novemher, 
1784, there was 537 tons made in Scotland at Hydrometer proof, and 936 tons fent to Eng- 
knd, of which 399 tons paid no duty. 

The flock in hand on the ift of November, 1784, was, Gn/kns. 

Corn fpirits, — — ' — — — 114,234 

MdalTes ditto, — 2b 




Total, 


H4.599 


Tfthc above flatement of the diflillcry in Scotland be true, which, it is prefumed, cannot 
be denied, it appears, that not only all the fpirit confumed in Scotland in this year was m;ide 
free of duty, but that there was fent into England 1,140 tons more than duty was paid for, 
exclufivc of the quantity by which the flock on hand on the 5th of July, 1784, exceeded tl.nt 

of the 5th of July, 1783. , 

From the flatc of the Newfoundland fiflicry in this year, it is very evident how much u-s 
value is increafed to this country, from 'the Americans being deprived of our market. This 
iiflicry is an objeft of great importance both to the commerce and to the marine of Great Di i- 
tain. This fubjea coi’nprehends three diftina objeas. Firfl, The people employed in taking 
and curing the lilh, may, with groat propriety, be confidered as lo many manufaaurcrs w!i» 

biinf forward a certain commodity or manufaaure, which, when pcrfea'ed, liccomcs a valu- 
able article of export. Secondly, This trade is certainly a great commercial objea, as it gives 
frei'dit to upwards of 200 fail of veflcls direaiy to Europe,~clnefly to Spain, Portugal and 
Italv,— for neither England, France, nor the northern kingdoms of Europe, take any quan- 
tity of the American fifli and thirdly. The Ncwfoundknd fiflicry is, without doubt, the 
moft cxtenfivcjnirfery for fcamcn, and thofxs of the very beft fort. Fiflicrics, coafling trade, 
and nonbern vmyages produce hardy and intrepid fcamcn : African and Indian voyages deftroy 
many and debilitate more. In all the filhing veirHs from the weft of England, Ireland, the 
'' illanJ 


O. 
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i;’{4 ifiaiuls of Gncrnfcy and Jerfcy, bcfide the ordinary complement of mariners, there are a 
nvuvsber of apprentices and hired levvants employed in faking and curino* tlie hlh : thefe fer- 
vants and apprentices hkewife take their turn of the ordinary duty of the fhip, whereby they 
foon become tolerable fcamcn. .Befidcs the large velills, there are upwards of 2000 boats or 
Ihailops of from 10 to 20 tons employed in catching M\ on the banks of Newfoundland, the 
Giilpli of St. Lawrence, Nova Scotia, ^c. : thefe fniall vciicls feldfuii go any dilbuice fr()nj 
the land > they chictiy hlh along fltorc, and on the adjacent hanks ; \n each of them is alfo a 
number of apprentices and hired lervants, a part of whofe time is empioved on fliore in creel- 
ing hages and in drying and curing the fifh. In the year 1772, tlic nimiber of perfons em- 
ployed in the fiflicries of Newfoundland and our remaining colonics, amounted to about 
25,000, including boys, which arc more tlian double the number that were employed in the 
trade of the American States - arid this is exclufive of the fcaaien employed in the other 
branches ol trade it^ Canada and Nova Scotia, f rom this nuiiery, on the breaking out of a 
war, our navy has feldom failed of receiving a large and fcafonable fupply of men, who, by a 
little attention of the officers, have loon become ac ipiaintcd vvitli the duty of large Ihips. 

Fi orn the accounts of the Irilh liflici y in this year, we find that the herrings came upon the 
norih-wcfi conil of 1 rcland about the laft week in June, and continued until about the hail 
week in September. At firft they were of Imall iizc, but increafed conhderably ; and latterly 
they were large, but by no means the fixe of the wiiuer Jierrings. it is alrnoft impolTible to 
make any kiiid of fatisfaclory conjccffurc of the numbers that were taken. There was, for a 
confiderable part of that time, no other <lcmand than from the country about thirty miles 
round, while tlic take was fo very great aird the demand fo final!, that incredible numbers 
were thrown away ; and, upon an average price for a month, they did not exceed lod. per 
thoufand ; the num])er was at times fo great, that 4d. 5d. or 6d. w^as tJic price of an horfe loail, 
and there was no retlridlon as to the load : they were boiled for oil, the price of which was 
3 Cel. per grdlon, and was very good for lamps. 1 lus kind of oil was mueb ufed by curriers. 
Tl'ic number of boats employed in the hening iifhcry was from 70 to 100 ; and during the 
licight of the fcafon, each boat could have taken, at Icafl, as many more as they did, as it was 
feldom neceffary to (hoot their nets moie than once for the boat load. As to the fum each 
boat made, it is faid to be about 541. and computing the price of herrings to be zod. per thou- 
fand, each boat took 648,000, winch, multiplied by 70, the lowcfl; number of boats employ- 
ed, makes the number amount to 45,360,000, cxcluiive of what were boiled for oil and 
thrown away. It may not, perhaps, be improper to obferve in this place, that tiie fuppolllion 
of herrings taken in July, Aiigull, and September l>cing incapable of a proper (late of cuiing, 
on account of their very exti aoidinary riclmefs, is founded in error; as it appears, from cx- 
]»enmcnt, that if a fufFicicjU quantity of fait is uh d, they may be preferved as wxll as tlic 
winter herrings; but, by not taking proper care, and an injudicious faving of llilt, the com- 
modity has been brought into dilVepute. 

'i’he quantity of linen imported from Ireland to Enyla#d, from the 5tli ol January, 1783, 
to the fame date in the prefent year, amounted to 20,687,528 yaids. 

I'he import of iron into Ireland from St Fctcilburg alone, in the courlc of this year, was 
2,514 tons, or 50,280 cwt. 

1 he exportation of hats from Ireland to America alone increafed this year to 11,867.-— 
Neither the Americans nor the French can make good hats for want of rabbits wool in fuf- 
ficient quantities. 


4 C 2 
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1 784 As the political ftatc of Ireland will claim our very particular attention in the fucceding year, 
we Ihall give the following abHrad, as containing much ufcful preliminary information on that 
important i'ubjcft. 

• An Austkact of the hereditary Revenue and additional Duties, for one Year; with the 
Expcnce of Management, Drawbacks, Premiums, &c. from Lady-day, 1783, to Lady- 
day, 1784. 


R E C E, I P T. 


Balances on the collcftor’s accounts at Lady-day, 

c 

J. 

d. 


i. 

d. 

M 

GO 

S# 

1 

1 

1 

97,062 

3 

2 




Ditto in the hands of the colleftors of excife, {lamp 







officers, and the paymafter of corn premiums, 

p 

0 

»7 

ol 




Arrears on the revenue ftanding out at faid time. 

145-251 

18 

lOl 







—— 

253,121 


4 

Hereditary Revenue. 







Cuftoms inwards, ~ — — 

228,952 

3 

of 




Cuftoms outwards, — — , 

28,556 

»7 

3 




Imported excife, ^ — 

*4^331 

1 1 

si 




Prizage on wines, « — — 

3,260 

0 

0 




Light'houfe duties, — — — 

74> 

S 





Fines and fcizurcs, ^ ^ — 

4.502 

17 

Si 




Forfeitures, ~ . 

514 

9 

4 




Cafualtics, ^ — — — 

950 

1 

10 




Inland excife, — — — 

76,527 

2 

9 




Ale licenfes, —— 

8.567 

9 

9 t 




Wine and llrong-uatcr licenfes, — 

27,699 

*3 

4jr 




Sto reage, _ — — 

226 

16 

6 




QvTir, he, rents, — — — 

64,386 

2 

0 f 
2 t 




Hearth-money for the year, payable January ai, 1783, 

61,309 

»3 

11 




Proportion of the duties on teas, 

7.300 

0 

0 








659,826 

4 


Additional Doties. 







Tobacco, 

1 18,860 

9 

2t 




Wine, — — — — ' 

61,859 

16 

1 




Muflin, ift — — 

509 

18 

IX 




Muflin, 2d — — 

345 

»3 

9 




Romals, foreign — — 

350 

>3 

8 




Paper, foreign, — — 

427 

0 

I 




Foreign filk manufafturc, — 

*Si 

3 

2 




Vinegar, — — ♦ — * 

1,674 

0 

11 




Hops, - 

7,669 

ir 

li 




Earthen, japanned, and lacquered wares, 

921 

10 

s 




Sugar, raw — — 

103,971 

7 

7* 




Sugar, refined, ~ 

11,274 

6 

8 






— . 

— 

308,015 

ro 

a 

Carried forward. 


912,948 

4 

0 } 
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£■ J. d. 

Brought over, — 

Five per cent, on foreign dry goods, — 3*998 12 lO 

Coffee, acl — — •— — 311 17 10 

Linen rags exported, — — - — i ii 6 

Six per cent, on retailers, — . — — 499 8 9 

W heat, foreign, imported — — 490 i 3 

Kefidue of the duties on teas, after apply idg 7,300!. to 

the hereditary revenue, . — — 29.279 o 8 

Cider licenfes, — — — 88 o o 

Ale and beer, — — — 33 >°S 7 8 2 J 

Beer, imported — ■— ~ 1,132101 

Sundry articles in the aft for the advancement of trade, 560 19 2 

Duty on carriages for one year, ending Chriffmas, 1783, 4,9 1 7 10 o 

Stamp Duties. 

Stamped vellum, parchment and paper, and value of 

vellum, parchment and paper, and penalties, — - — 

Total revenue, •— 


912,948 4 0-5 


382,352 II 11 


34,580 I 2 
1,329,880 17 *}■ 


EXPENDITURE. 

Salaries on the revenue cftablifhments, incident charges, drawbacks, &c. 
Premiums and bounties, 

Mifcellaneous expenccs, — — 

Drawbacks on additional duties, ~ . 

Salaries to ftamp officers, incident charges, and difeount, — 

Payments to the vice-treafurers, in the year ending Lady-day, 1784, 
Balances and arrears at Lady-day, 1784, — — 


£. r. d. 
175,796 12 5 
72,424 7 lO-J- 

13,691 lb 7 
16,160 o 8 
8,263 10 6J 
772,313 17 2i 
271,230 11 9J- 


Total expenditure. 


1,32.9,880 17 


The following account of the population of the American dates has the antliority of Con- 
grefs. It feems, however to be only a general cllimate, if we except Rhode lilaiiJ and Con- 
ncfticut, which appear to be more cxaftly enumerated ; the reft, it is acknowiedged, are ft t 
too high, and that the flaves are included. The bell accounts ftate the nuinhci or\\hitc.s in 
the American dates as not exceeding 1,700,000.— The ai tiiice of repieftiuing them as near 
3,000,000, at the beginning of the war, is not now denied. 

An Ediraatc of the Inhabitants of the United States of America, to be made tlie Bafts of an 
Affcffment in the refpeftive Sutes. 

States. Inhabitants, Pt'cponian of iOOO» 

New Hamplhirc, — 82,200 — 34 

Maflachufet’s Bay, — *47 

Rhode llland, -- — 21 


ConneSientj 


4‘r 
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Stairs* 


InhithhantSe, 

Proportion of 1000. 

ConncLHiciit, 


2C6,000 

— 86 

Kovv Yolk, 

— 

200,0C0 

— 84 

New Jcilcy, 

— 

130,000 

— 54 

Permfylvania, 

* 

320,000 

— *34 

I J)c]aAni!?, 

— 

3 5, coco 

— 15 

INlai yland, 

- 

2 ?.O, 70 O 

— 92 

Virginia, 


400,000 

167 

North Carolina, 


200,000 

— 84 

South Carolina, 


1 70,000 

__ 

Georgia, 

— 

25,000 

— 1 1 


Total, 

2,389,300 

1000 


An authentic account of corn anJ grain exported from, and imported into England and 
Scotland tliis vear. 


EXPORTED. 


1784. 

England, 
Wheat, — 

Wheat Flour, 
Rye, — 

Barley, — - 

Malt," — 

Oats, — 

Oat-meal, 

Beans, — 

Peas, — 

Scotland. 
W'hcat, — 

Wheat Flour, 
Bear, — 

Rye, — • 

Barley, — 

Oafs, ■ 
Oatmeal, 

Peas and Beans, 


Briujh Foreign 


IMPORTED. 

1784. ^uar 


35-446 


5.821 

18,576 

45.413 

8,537 

2,752 

7-339 

2.747 


6-955 

2.139 

800 

2.747 


England. 
Wheat, — 

Wheat Flour, 
Rye, — 

Barley, — 

Oats, — 

Oat- meal, — 

Beans, — 

Peas, — - 

Indian corn, 

Scotland. 

Wheat, 

Wheal Flour, 

Rye, — 

Barley, ^ 

Oats, — 

Oatmeal, ■ — 
Peas, — 


l6(),8io 

4.783 

23,722 

43.729 

J7S.765 

648 

28,047 


42,109 

245 

I. 357 

33.453 

78,962 

II, 613 
H.8 s 4 


The bounties on corn and grain exported from England in the courfc of this year, amoun- 
ted to 22,6691. 1 8s. 3td. 

The drawbacks, during the fame period, were 255I, 3s. sd. 

The amount of the bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, during the fame 

time, was 6s. 3d. 

'I hc du-tres on corn imported into England, was 7i4o6J. 15s. 5d. ; and, in Scotland, they 
amounted to 2,522!. 155. 3d. 


The 
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5784 The average pticcs of corn in England and Wales, by the flandard Winchefter bufl^el, for 
tliis year, as follows : — 

Wheat, 6s. ijd. ; rye, 4s, o^d. ; barley, 3s, 5^d. ; oats, 2s. 3.^d. j beans, 4s. o|d. 

The following are the variations of the public funds during this year, with the highcfl and 
loweft piiccs ananged oppohre to each monllu 



Bunk 


3 

4 / 5 .-r 


yinn. 

ittul.l 

India 

*; .<V.rr 

S Sr a 

iV.w 

Ann. 

Nat/ 



r.xcl ' y'.'t'f 


.VrPiA’. 

r:d:<( 

i c-nl. 
CrjvJo' 

1 r»t. 


577S 

MOi k. 



Boari^. 

■ dd 

A >u 




J 

January, 

m 

, 55 i 

>/ 4 



— 

1 in 

Sjs. 


— 

> 7 ’ 

s'y 


— 

. * * 3 4 

Sll 

53 ^ 



17 1 ’ 

— 

12 Cf 

42 


“ 

12! 

sti: 



February, 

”3 

57 

\S 7 l 

74 Tf 

i(>' 


I22I' 

40 

-T 1 

37 i 

cA 
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7 
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5 /- 

75 ^ 
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22 

— 
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19 
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75 l 
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9 

— 

5 ^. 
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— 

— 
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17 
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J .3 

: i 4 '>j i 

— 

— 

I 
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( 
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' 7 --i 
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|2I 1 

•— 

i 

i 
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The following bills relative t) tragic and coinaicrce received tlie rcyal aiTent in the fourtli 
felTicn of the liiteenlh Pariiament of Great Ib.itain : — 

A bill to continue, for a hniitcd time, an n£\ made in tljc bil frffiou of Parlinrr.ent, entitled 
“ An for ])rcventing certain inftruraents from bt^ing required tVom belonging to il.e 

linited States ot v\sucrica ; and to y/ivc to Itis Mapeflv, fen a limited time, ccrtaiji power: f^r 
the better carrying on trade aivd commerce between the febjects of his Majedy’s doniinic.ns 
and the inhabitants of iltc laid United States/’ 

To continue fo mucii of an a< 5 l made in the laft h inon of rarlianrutt, as allows further 
time for the payment of certain fums due, and to become due to the public fiom the EulI India 
Company, 

To explain And amend an aft made in the hil: fcfFioii of Parli-tmcnt, entitled, An afl for 
repealing ati aft made in the aad of his prefent Majedy, cniiticd, An nft for charging a ibamp 
duty upon inland hills of exchange, protniii'ory liotes, *or other ncjtes, paya!)!e otherwife tlian 
upon demand ; and for granting new ilamp duties on bills o( cxch.angc, prmuiffary, and ctlier 
notes, and alfo llamp duties on receipts f’ and iru’ indticcollN ittg aU pcilons who have wvr.tcw 
or figned any bill of exchange, jjromiiFory or ether note, or any jcceipt not {lamped accorditig 
to law. 


2a 
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1784 To cftablifli certain regulations concerning the poftage and conveyance of letters and packets 
between Great Britain and Ireland* 

To continue the provifions of an aft of the 23d of lus prefent Majefty, for granting a bounty 
upon the exportation of Britifli and Irilb buckrams, he, Britilh and Irilh linens, Britiih cali- 
coes and cottons, or cotton mixed with linen, printed, painted, ftaiacd, or dyed in Great Bri- 
tain, for a limited time. 

The following bills, among others, received the royal affent in t!ic firft feflion of the 
tcenth Parliament of Great Britain * — » 

A bill for further continuing, for a limited time, an aft of the 23d of his prefent Majefty, 
entitled, “ An aft for preventing certain mftruments from being required from Ihips belong- 
ing to the United States of Amc ica,” See. 

To empower the Eaft India Company to make a dividend to the proprietors of Euft India 
flock at Midfummer, 1784. 

To enable the governor and company of the bank of Scotland further to incrcafc the capital 
flock of the faid company* 

To appoint and enable commiffioners further to examine, take, and Hate the public accounts 
of the kingdom. 

To revive and continue an aft of the lath of his prefent Majefty, for encouraging the ina- 
nufafture of leather, by lowering thc^duty payable upon oak bark, when the price of fucli bark 
fhall exceed a certain rate, for a limited time ; and for extending fcvcral afts of Parliament re- 
lative to the manufafture of leather to Scotland. 

For the prefervation and encouragement of the hat manufaftory in this kingdom, by pre- 
venting the exportation of Britifti hare*lkins, Britlfli harc-woo), and Briiifli coney-wool, and 
all undrefled or untawed BritiHt coney-lklns ; and for preventing any of the faid Ikins from 
being ftained or dyed i and for the importation of goats-hair into this kingdom, duty free. 

For difeontinuing the petty cuftoni on aliens goods imported into Great Britain, and the 
duty of one percent, on goods exported to, or imported from t)ic Mediterranean fens, in un- 
qualified fhips ; and for repealing lb much of an aft paffed in the 4th of lus prefent Majefty, 
as cnafts that no part of the old fubfidy lhall be drawn back upon goods exported to the Britiih 
colonies or plantations in America. 

To poftponc the payment of the fum of two millions advanced by the governor and com- 
pany of the bank of England, towards the fupply for the fervice of tlie year 1781. 

For the better regulation and management of the affairs of the Eaft. India Company, and of 
the Britiih pofftlTions in India; and for eftablifhinga court of judicature for the more fueedy 
and cfFcftual trial of perfons accufed of offences committed in the Eaft Indies. 

For granting to his Majefty additional duties on linens printc^l, painted, ftained, or dyed in 
Great Britain ; and for granting certain duties on cottoti ftuffs, bleached or dyed in Circat 
Britain, and on licences for bleaching or dying the fame ; and upon the import:rtion of ftuffs 
made of, or mixed with jetton, not painted, printed, ftained or dyed in foreign parts. 

For granting to his Majefty certain duties on licences to be taken out by perfons vending 
hats by retail, and alfo certain duties on hats fold under fuch licences ; and for laying adJi-* 
tional duties on all hats and caps imported into this kingdom. 

For grat>tmg to his Majefty certain duties on all gold and iilver plate imported 1 and alfo 
certain duties on ail gold and filvcr wrought plate made in Great Britain. 


For 
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17S4 For repealing the prefeat duties upon xvax-candlcs made in Great Britain, and for granting 
other duties in lieu thereof, and upon wa>: imported, as alio upon liceiiees to make or fell wax^ 
candles in Great Britain. 

1 o dlieontnuie, for a limited time, tlic p.iymcnt of the duties upon low wines and fpirits 
foi Iconic conlumption, and (or granting and ’^curing the due pavincnt theieof ; and fo; the 
better regulation of the makittg and vending IMthh Ipiiiis, a, well for home cotifumpticn a> 
for cxpoitation ; and jin* dedroying ali iiortie-uude ajid foicign fpirirs after the condenm-ition 
llivrcot"; and f^r vciting it* his Maiehy the denies of cxeWe wiiloii tiie lin.ls of I 'ai Intod}, in 
Itids-lhne ; and lor diieontiiunng, ior a Hir/itcd lime, ceitain iiiijioiis and dene., upon rum 
and fnnlts iinjioitcd from the V\ efi Indie , 

1 or ilic rcliel of the Ie.A!l lnd;a \v;:h rLTjie'^t to certain reim' doe to the and 

to the ac:cj)tanc;c oi ceitam Ivils d>'”vvn v.pn!» liie Company, and for regulating tl.e dn.i- 
de:n! . to he ma.lc hv tiie (aid Cump.O'V. 

1-0’ ilr' nioie Clrtheal i.ieveirt;'' n of i .1; ’j;^e ! iu-n 1 '^ kii. edonn 

'i'o extend th'e [koaxt. ol an ed of t!.e ■' ;•! of !n^ preleiU Maj'div, for giving his Ma:.;lly 
ce-.tain power'-: h>r the i-ett'n' r.'nr}iny onUi'afe and eo nmcicu between t.he lubjeels of his Ma- 
jel'tv .ind the inliid'/itantx of the Difrod hot;; of ArirnlLa, t:c. 

To re ivc and continue h:\. la! laws re-h t;:r.\ ti-c. allowing the cxnorta^icn of certain tjnan-* 
titles o: \vh:a\ and rstliiT niticl-/.., to !/is M.ii.i’fv's fugar colonii:'; in Anioici^ and to ihc ailow- 
ing a dni’Aneo-’v <■[ the dm •, ;> on i..m ihii'p .1 a-; ftorcs to !n: eonfVimed on bo.in! luerchmit; iliipa 
on tli.'ir V 'va;.;" , and to expend :;n, p:<'.\ iiliUis of ait aft of the ol'ihis prehnt Ma;e 0 .y, iria- 
tfo the :emo\:d rd'A/or in cajkn to wir.c removed in botllcs, and other p.ic:k:i;.i^ .s. 

1 01 granltin; vnj-r.iin avlJi*. i')r,a! rates ot poilege f->i cone C'/rmci: o! lettei s and packets th : 
piflU wiiliin the klnj.Jom ot Gieat Biitifm , for preventing frauj> in tljc re\eiinc. errf 1 »,n 
In tliC coivo'wan. <■{.)}< ertain in letters and packet.>, atu.i !o: fa;t!ier p: a vent litg trails, h» 

and ahufe- in illation to rive l'.Ji.!ing and lecviving of lette rs and ]eicket'> free from poll igc, 

I'o! gramtiiig additional duties upem lawand lluown hik imported into (ircat Britain ; and 
\:]>on lead e>:tpi,)T{ed fioni (Treat Biitain ; and lor allowing a drawback upon th'' exportation of 
iiiks arid liuiih n fixed wit It fiik. 

I'dnt lepeahtig the fcveral duties on tea, and tor granting to ins M.yieO:y o:!nn* d'utics in lira 
thereof; and nlfo icvcral duties on i!ih:tb’tcd houl'es , and upon tlu Impoitation Ol ^oco:\ nuts 


arnl collee, and f<n' rt pealing the inland duties ot ' thereon. 

d'o t Nplain, amend, and lender more ciTecUtal, an afl of the yi'eth ol (baurgelf, enrithd, 
‘‘ An aft for the mote tlleclual puniihineru of peifons who lludi attsain, or atteiinn auam 
polhtrion ot'eooJs or numey h'V f.dfe or untrue pretences; for preventing the uniawru; jxi vn- 
ing <'f goods ; for the eafv rs<len]pt}on of good> pawned ; ami for preventing gaming in ('uhiie- 
h’oufes bv joinnovnien, lahourci n, fer\an!:\, and apprcntict\s.'’ — to far as the fame reiaie'> t u t'nc 
picvciuing of t!ie unlawful pawning of goods, and fm* llie c:hy redemption of goods pawned. 

\ during tlic war, we lliouglit it neceliarv 10 give all the arlieks ot the aiuniai account nf i\jp. 
plies in dctalh in order more lully to liicw tiie Immcnfitv and ^^niav of the iiatlonrd icfoiircc^ , 
and ihcir mode of application ; hut peace being iu>\v cilaidhhed. and ih.e items of pu!.>lic expen-. 
dnturc being fubjeft to litfdc vaiintiofi, we linill curtail that jiart of our intormation, and con- 
iine it, in a gieat incafuic, to thegineral articles and riggrcgale lums wliieh cornpoie the cur- 
rent fupplies of the year. 

VoL* IV. 4 J) Sum Liis 
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Supplies granted by Parliament for tliis year 


s. 

A 

For the navy, — — ~ 

3 '’ 53>869 

0 

6 

For the army, , 

4,080,220 

13 

9 r 

For the ordnance, — — ' _ ^ 

610,149 

8 

1 1 

Miiccllancous Services, — — 

2,467,226 

1 1 

2y 

Deficlenclc?, — 

r,676,70vS 

^5 

0 

Total Supplies, 

11,988,174 

9 


7 ‘hc Ways and Means for raifhig the foregoing fuppHcs. 

£- 

i. 


Land tax and duty on malt, — ~ 

2,750,000 

0 

0 

Annuities and a lottery, — — — 

6,360,000 

0 

0 

Savings in the fcvcral army fervices, — - — 

441.702 

^3 

9 i- 

Loans and Exchetjuer bills, — — 

2,500,000 

0 

0 

The flaking fund, — — *— 

8qd,ooo 

0 

0 

Remaining in the Exchequer, — — — 

105,818 

5 

n.r 

Total of Ways and Means, — 

12,957,520 

^9 


Total amount of Supplies granted, 

1 1,988,174 

9 

4 l 

Excefs of Ways and Means, — 

969,346 

10 


The following additional duties and new taxes were impofed this year : 

- & 

5 . 

d. 

Candles, one halfpenny per pound, — — 

100,000 

0 

0 

Bricks, 2s. 6d. per 1000 ; and tiles, from 38. to 30s. per 1000, 

50,000 

0 

0 

Hats, from 3d. to as. and licences for vending the fame, — 

150,000 

0 

0 

Picafurc horfes, los. per head ; running ditto, 2I. 2». — 

100,000 

0 

0 

Britith linens and cottons, from -|d. to is. per yard, and licences for 




bleaching and dying the fame, — — — 

120,000 

0 

0 

Ribbands, from id. for every 12 yards, to id. per yard ; and gauzes, 




from 2d. to 4d. per yard, — ~ 

120,000 

0 

0 

Licences for retailing beer, ale, and other excifcablc liquors ; and to 




tlic makers and dealers in certain excifcable commodities, from los. to 30I. 

110,000 

0 

0 

Qualilications of (hooters^, 2I. as. per head ; and deputations from 




lords of manors, ics. per liead, — 

10,000 

0 

0 

Paper, from id. to los. per ream, and pafteboards, millboards, Uc, 

18,000 

o' 

0 

Hackncy-coachc8, 5s. per week, -~-i 

12,000 

0 

0 

Silver plate, 6d. per ounce; and gold plate, 8s. per ounce, 

25,000 

0 

0 

Lead exported, ih is. per ton, 

15,000 

0 

0 

Foliage of letters, id. and 2d.; and regulations of franking, 

1.20,000. 

0 

0 

Raw and thrown filk imported, as. and 3s. per pound. 




Total of additional and new taxes, ~ 

950,090 

0 

0 

Untereft of the loan of 6,ooo,oool. ~ 

s8o,ooo 

0 

0 

Excefs of taxes, ~ ~ 

670,000 

0 

0 


IMPORTS 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1783, to Christmas 1784. 

Africa, 

Canaiici, 


Denmark and Norway, 

Edft Country, 

Kaft Indies, _ 

Flanders, 

France, — — 

German Tf 

Holland, 

Ireland, 

I lie of Man, 

iMly, 

Madeira, — 

Portugal, 

Ruliia, — 

Spain, 

Gibialtar, 

StrcightR, ■' — 

S'^veden, — — 

Trurkey, - ■■■■>— — ^ 

Vemee, — „ — 

Greenland, — — 

lllaiu! of Alderney, — 

Ifland of Guernfev, — 

I Hand of Jerrey, — — 

lilaud of Satk, ■— — ~ 

Canada, — 

CapeBieion, — ■■ — 

Carolina, - - 

Fionda, — - 

Georgia, - — 

Hudtoii’ii 

New England, — — 

Nttwf. midland, ~— 

New Voik, - ■«— 

Nova Scotia, — 

Pennl'vl vaiiiH, — — > 

hUiid i*f St. John, Gulf of St. Caurcncc, 
Virginia vk iMaryland, ~ 

Anguilla, — 

Antigua, * — 

Bahamas, — 

IV.irl>ad<fes, — • — 

Bermuda, 

Dominica, — — - 

Grenada, — 

Honduras Biy, — 

Jamaica, — — — 

Montferrat, — — — ^ 

Mufquito Shore, — « — 

Nevis, — ' — 

St. Croi*, — * •— 

Sr. Kuflatius, 

St. Kilt’s, 

St, r.ucia, * 

Sr. ThomasN, — 

St. Vincent’s, - 

Tobago, — . 

Tortma, — 

Demerara, — • 

St, Domingo, — — 

Surinam, — 

Sr, Martin’s, — — — . 

Cape Francois, ~— 

Ha Van nab, ^ . 

New Orleans, - — 

Buenos Ayres, 

Ntirtherw F fhei y, — — 

Soorhern FJheiy, ~— 

Foreign coin and bullion, 

Piiie goods, — 


— 

jC* 3*9.*5^ 

— 

1 

£■ 

16 

z 

•_ 

4,840 

— 

1 1 

5.150 

6 

1 1 



* i7-4‘*7 

1 1 

1 1 

261,998 

1 1 

8 

— 

657,337 

2 

3 

6i>,6i2 

I z 

9 


2,9vb.652 

2 

1 1 

730,858 

3 

7 


2 79,^»’39 

17 

8 

849,89? 

*3 

1 


70,807 

8 

— 

*5^.539 

1 2 

6 



504,179 

*9 

1 1 

1,245,438 

6 

3 

■ ■ — - 

* 5=^^, *77 

10 

9 

1,277,480 

6 

3 

— 

T, 777, 9^4 

>5 

5 

1, 6^4, 568 

1 1 

7 


*3.»46 

6 

10 

54. *74 

i 2 

3 

— 

663,124 

16 

6 

474.743 

— 

2 

— — 

*.445 

2 

4 

19,321 

\ 

9 



370,55 5 

2 

1 0 

495. S7i 

6 

5 


1,529,036 

6 

1 

276.461 

— 

10 


646,5 16 


1 1 

808,689 

I it 

7 

— ^ 

1,421 

1 2 

6 

5 2,840 

8 

6 


2 i4,ooi 
75,167 
57.678 
6i,s88 

13,»04 


ii! 


4 
»7 
»4 

3 

5 
>3 

5 


8 

1 

2 

10 

8 

10 


78,754 10 4 


*6*’, 545 4 * 

i8,ioS 4 — 

22,888 14 — 

9 5 

51,078 ij s 
52,719 9 » 

47,302 18 9 

13,100 II S 
70,163 10 9 


7 

1 

10 


83,643 n 


207,015 
5 7 .^ 9 "> 

19. ‘^3 

a. 54* 

5^546 

30,156 

*09 

238,582 

'i 33 i 

492,833 


9 

*3 

» ^ 


*3 

6 


10 

10 

*4 


4T»*30 >5 

8 i 937 * 

526,510 15 

*77.233 9 

709,547 ** 

297,411 4 

6 89,49 S 9 

&o 3 14 

1,182,346 13 

82,586 18 


M«04S 
1 1 1 , 1 6 8 
i 3 . 3 f .6 

99,969 
i,*73 
682,3 18 

*3.423 

1 1,068 

9,6»S 
73.356 
a . 49 * 
8 I 5 

35, <74 
13.496 
24,001 


8 
I o 

7 

4 

4 

10 

6 

4 


TO 

18 

I 5 

12 

15 

*9 
1 2 
18 

14 

14 

*4 
3 
1 2 

1 6 
9 
7 
9 


I 79 
631,571 
140, 1 10 




7:i. 

I ^ 
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A. n. , ^ 

*1784 An account of the Chriftcnlngs and burials wiibin the bills of mortality in London, for 
this year. 

Chrillcncd, males 8,778 Buried, males 9,229 

females 8,401 — ~ females 8,599 


i7>J79 


17,828 


1785 A fubjeft of the very firft magnitude, under the title of the Irilh Propofitions, claimed the 
particular attention of the public, and occupied the diligence of Parliament in tlic early part 
of this year, . 

A very unjuft and oppreffive fpccies of policy had long been cxcrcifcd by the Britifh govern* 
luent in regard to Ireland, by which Ihc liad been debarred from the enjoyment and the ufc 
of her own refourccs, and to make her entirely fubfervient to the interefts and opulence of 
this country. She had not been lufFercd to fharc in the bounties of nature, or the induftry of 
her citizens : flic was (hut out from every fpccics of commerce, and reflrained from fending 
the produce of her own foil to foreign markets. Some frnall relaxation of this fyllem had, in* 
deed, taken place at an early period jf the prefent century, and fomething more had been done 
in the reign of George 11 . ; but it was not till a time nearer to our own days, and, indeed, 
within the laft feven years, that the fyftem had been completely reverfed. Still, however, not- 
wjthftanding all that had been done refpefting the foreign commerce of Ireland, the inter- 
courfe between the two countries remained without alteration : IrclaiKi was, therefore, ftill 
diflatisfied j fo that in the metropolis of that kizigdom, and elfewhcre, ideas had been ftarted 
of impofing duties on the produce of Britifh manufaft ures, under the nazne of protefting duties ; 
and as foefa a meafurc, which had been fuggefteJ by the fnuation and emergencies of the coun- 
try, was confidcred as iriconhftent with tlic general 'welfare, it was ahfolutely ncceflary that 
judicious and efFeitiial fubflitution fliould be made in its place. 

In confequence of this firuation of alTairs, previous to the meeting of the Irifh Parliament, 
in January 1785, the Britifh cabinet, in concert with the commilfioncrs appointed on the pait 
of Ireland, had formed a plan for regulating and finally adjufling the comiticrcjipl intcrcoujfo 
between the two kingdoms. 

This new fyftcm of commerce beween Great Britain and Ireland, was accordirtgly firft in- 
troduced into the Parliament of tlic latter kingdom, on the 7th of February, by Mr. OrJe, 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, in the form of the following ten propoluions ; winch, l^y 
a fmall alteration and diftribuiion of the fubjeft of one of them into two heads, were encrealcd 
to eleven. Thcfc propofitions paffed the committee of the whole Houfc on the iith of Fe- 
bruary, abd on the lath, they were reported, and followed up by an addrefs to the Sovereign, 
cxprcflTive of their fervent gratitude, and the fangutr^e hope with which t!)cy looked forward to 
the complete execution of fo wife and libera! an arrangement. The concurrence of the Houfe 
of Peers being alfo obtained, thefe regulations were tranfmitted immediately to England, as 
the propofed bafis of an equitable and final adjuftment between the two countries. 

Refoluthns bj the It tjh Hauft of Commof^, 

I. Rcfolved, — That it is the opinion of this committee, that it is highly important to 
general intereft of the Britifli empire, that tjic trade between Great Britain and Ireland be 
uraged and extended as much as poffiblc ;~and, for tliat purpofc, that the intercourfc and 

I commerce’ 
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1785 commerce be finally frttlcd and regulated on permanent and equitable principles, for the mu-* 
tual benefit of both countries. ' 

II. That, towards carrying into full efTea fo dcfirable a fettleraent, it is fit and proper 
that all articles, not the growth or manufadlure of Great Britain or Ireland, Ihould be impor- 
ted into each kingdom from the other reciprocally, under the fame regulations, and at the fame 
duties, if fubjeft to duties, to which they arc liable when imported dircflly from the place of 
their growth, produd^ or manufadurc ; and that all duties originally paid on the importation, 
into either country rtTpcdivcIy, fhall be fafly drawn back on exportation to the other. 

“ III. That for the fame purpofc, it is proper that no prohibition fhould exill, in either 
country, againft the impoitation, ufc, or fale of any article, the growth, produd, or manufac- 
ture of the other ; aad that the duty on the importation of every fuch article, if fahjeft to duty 
in cither country, fliould be prccifely the fame in one country as in nic other, except where an 
addition may be nccelTary in either country, in confequcncc of an internal duty on any fucii 
article of its own confumption. 

** IV. That in all cafes where the duties on articles of the growth, produfl:, or manufac- 
ture of either couTitry arc dilFercnt on the importation into the other, it would he expedient 
that they fliould be reduced in the kingdom ivhcrc they are the higheft, to the amount payai)Ie 
in tlic otitcr; and that all fuch articles (houid he exportable from the kingdom into which thev 
Ihali be imported, as free from fuch duty as the limilar commodities or home manufadiire of 
the fame kingdom. 

** V. 'riiat for the fitme purpofe it is alfo proper, that in all cafes where cither kingdom 
fliall charge articles of its own confumption with an internal duty on the manufafture, or a 
duty on the luaterial, the fame manufaflure, when imported from the other, may be charged 
with a further duty on importation to the fame amount as the internal duty on the manufac- 
ture, or to an amount adequate to countervail the duty on the material ; and lhall be entitled 
to fuch drawbacks or bounties on exportation, as may leave the lame fubje^t to no heavier bur- 
thens than the homc-midc manufacture : fuch further duty to continue to long as the internal 
confumption fliail be charged with the duty or duties to balance which it lhall be impofed, or 
until the manufafturc coming from the other kingdom, lhall be fubjeflcd there to an equal 
burthen^ not drawn back or compenfated on exportation. 

it y Thai, in order to give permanency to the fettleinent now intended to be eftabliflied, it 
is ncccffary that no prohibition, or new additional duties, lliould be hereafter impofed in either 
kingdom, on the importation of any article of the growth, produft, or manufaCliue of the 
other, except fuch additional duties as may be requifitc to balance duties on internal confump- 
tion, purfuant to the foregoing refolution. 

it yjf^ That, for the fame purpofe, it is further ncceflliry, that no prohibitions, or new 
and additional duties, fliould be hca'after impofed in either kingdom, on the exportation of 
any article of native growth, produft, or manufaflurc from thcncc to the other, except fuch as 
cither kingdom may deem expedient, from time to time, upon corn, meal, malt, flour, and 
bifciiiti and alfo except whei-e there now cxifts any prohibition which is not reciprocal, or 
any duty which is not equal in both kingdoms : in every fuch calc, the prohibition may be 
reciprocal, or the duties raifed, fo as to make them equal, 

VIII. That, for the fame purpofe, it is necelfiiry that no bounties whatever fliould be 
paid or payable in either kingdom, on the exportation of any article to the otJiier, except fuch 
as relate to corn, meal, malt, flour, and bifeuitsi and fuch as are in the nature of drawbacks, 


or 
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1785 or compcnfation for duties paid ; and that no bounty fliould be granted in this kingdom on 
the exportation of any aiticle imported from the Britilh plantations, or any nianufa^lurc made 
of fuch article, unleis in calcs where allmilar bounty is payable in Britain on exportation from 
ihcncc, or vvheic fuch bounty is merely in the nature of a drawback, or compcjifation of or 
for duties paid, over and above any duties paid thcicon in Britain. 

‘‘ 3X. That it is expedient, for the general bcircfit of tlie Britifli empire, that the importa« 
tion of articles from foreign ftates fliould be regulated, from time to time, in each kingdom, 
on fuch terms as may afford an effectual prefe'rcncc to the importation of limilar articles of the 
growth, produce, or manufafturc of the other. 

X. That it is efiential to the commcrciai interefh of this country to prevent, as much as 
poflible, an accumulation of national debt ; that, therefore, it is highly expedient that the an- 
nual revenue of this kingdom, Ihould be made equal to its annual expence. 

XL That, for the better proteftion of trade, wliatcver fum tire grofs hereditary revenue 
of this kingdom, fafter deducing all drawbacks, re-payments, or bounties granted in the 
nature of drawbacks) fliall produce over and above the fum of 656,000!. in each year of peace, 
wherein the annual revenue fhall equal the annual expence, and in each year of war, without 
regard to fuch equality, fhouid be appropriated towards the fupport of the naval force of the 
empire, in fuch manner as the Parliament of the kingdom fhall direft.” 

Very fhortly after the arrival of thefe refolutions in England, they were regularly opened by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the Parliament of Great Britain, 

There was but one opinion in the nation as to the ncccffity of feme kind of commercial fet- 
tlement between Great Britain and tljc fiftcr kingdom : and that the fixing this trading inier- 
courfe between the two countries on a firm, liberal and permanent bafis, by which an end 
might for ever be put to jcaloufies and clamour, by wdiicb ail future pretexts to difeontent 
might be removed, and by whidi the fureft foundations of future ftrength and opulence might 
be laid, was one of the moll important topics which could be agitated in Parliament, and one 
of the mofl defirable objcfls that the deliberative w ifdora of Parliament could obtain. 

On thefe principles Mr. Pitt fupported the commercial arrangements fuggefted in the pro- 
pofitions, in a fpccch of confidcrablc length, which he concluded with moving the following 
general refolution. “ That it was highly important to the general iniercfts of the empire, 
that the commercial intcrcourfe between Great Britain and Ireland Ihould be finally adjuflcd, 
and that Ireland fhould be admitted to a permanent and irrevocable participation of the coni- 
mercial advantages of this country, when the Parliament of Ireland fhall permanently and ir- 
revocably fccure an aid out of the hereditary revenue of that kingdom, towards defraying the 
expence of protefting the general commerce of the empire in time of peace.** 

After taking a review of what had already been granted to Ireland by the Britifh Icgiflaturc, 
the Chancellor of the Ex(ihcqucr proceeded to examine the fubjeft then in agiuiion, under the 
two following heads : 

Firft, As to the cfFcfls of the commercial arrangements, contained in tlic propofitions, on 
our particular commerce and manufa^lurcs,-— as they regarded our navigation laws and the 
monopoly of our trade with our colonics, and as they related to the intercoarfc between the 
two countries by the cquallfing of duties. 

Secondly, As to die efFc(5ls of an extenfion of the trade of Britain, in the return which Ire- 
land would make towards the common cxpcnce. 


With 
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1785 With rrg'^rd to tlie firft, be was aware that it pofTeflecl the appearance of militating againft 
the navigation laws, the fourcc of our mari^^mc ftrength and commercial opulence : bv:t that 
it did i\ot oppofe the ipirit of'thofe laws is evident from a Ihoit flatement of the faft. G<k)Js, 
the produce of Europe, might now he imported through Ireland i?Uo Hritain bv the exprefs 
authority of tlic navigation Tlic new propoikion applied only a Africa and Arneiica, for 

Alta wn 3 excluded, as titc Eaft India Company had the monopoly of the trade of that part of 
the! world. We had already given to Ireland the direct intcrcuujfc to our colon.i. s ; and the 
Ijhertv now lobe ad»!cvl, was nothing more than that of l>ilnging to Ihitain cirvuitouilv, what 
, file h:ui hcrfclf the privilege of bt inging direflly, 'Fhe enquiry, thcrcrorc, to l;c nude was, 
wluuher there was any thing in the local fituaiion of the ports of Ireland, vvhicli could en.t’ole 
licr to make this circuitous voya^^ cheaper than we could mtke the direft one. Tlv re was 
Iliil anotlier circumliancc of confldcration : — Ireland could now feni a cargo to the Well In- 
dies, and bring a cargo dirc£Iiy from thence to Britain ; or fhc could irtvoicc a part of her 
cargo to Ihitain and a part to Ireland, la fliort, what was there in tlic trifling addition to 
theic iinmimities made hv the propofitiotts, that could aw'akca the apprehenfions of a fober 
uierclianr or a found politichin. 

l*hc other lending mcafure, at rlfis time, before Parliament, was tlic cquahfing the duties 
In the prc'ducc and manufaftarcs of both countries. •The rcfult of this Mr. Pitt undertook to 
explain. Prolubiforv duties were, at prefent, impofed in Britain on the majority of the nia- 
nufaiturcs of Ireland; lin.cn, liow’cvcr, w^as a liberal exception: on tlic contrary, cur ma- 
nufaftiires had l)cen imported into Ireland at low duties : a qucllion might therefore be put, 
whether, under the accumulation of our heavy taxcj, it would be wife to equalize the duties, 
and thus to enable a country free from thofe taxes to meet and overthrow us iit their own 
markets and in ours ^ To this it might be anfwcrcd, that it was not to be expected that ire- 
land, with an independent Icgiflaturc, would fubrnit to be treated with fu’.MCCiion and inferi- 
ority j a gcnerou.s effort vv:is to be made by this country, and we were t > chule bcfwcfn in- 
cviubic alternatives. But in reality was it, in .a great degree, to be apprc!iend;;vj, that a 
country incapable of lapplying licrfllf, Ihould prove formidable to us in a foreign inaikct 
Out manwfaflures were fo decidedly fupciiorto theirs both in woikmanlhip and, 4 kill, that lir' 
immunity propofed to be giaittcd would be produflive of little alteration. The low price cf 
labour in Ireland might, it is nue, be urged vvitb fome degree of probability: but it wouki 
require time for the acquifition of both capital and fkill ; and the capital could not incrrale 
without the demand : but. in an cfbii>!iihed maniiraflure, impi(;\cment wa.s fo rapid aa to hid 
defiance to rivalfliip. Beil..Ies, as the manufadlurcs nnd commerce of Ireland cnrieiiu J, t))(' 
difference between the price of labour would be inccifantly diiniitilhing. After ail, there iulyjit 
be fomc branches of maivafaf\urc in which Ireland might riv:tl, arid perhaps excel England ; 
but, in a matter of general l^cncfit, we (hould calculate from general .md not from part u-; 
views; and above all, we ihoujd learn net to rcgaid Ircbnd witli an eye of Jradouiy. It 
quired little philofophy to reconcile us to a conipctltion, wliich would give us a rich cudoai r 
indcad of a poor one. Bcfidcs, the pjolpciity cf the llflcr kingdom would be a ircH; Ipiii)/, 
for our own trade. 

Such was the general outline of the propofed on its firlT; appearance, and the nu-u]* 

ude of it was, probat>lv. the rcafon wlsy it was received at tuft in this country with (n ’nuvfi 
tranquillity and acquicfccncc. 1 he cxicnfivc views of the Qbje^"\ it embraced, occaii/Mic ! 1 
diffident and becoming paulc In the minds of tb.r. people, i In'je wetka clapled, nid)oiit rd- 
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1785 inoft a iingic petition being prcfcnted to the Hcufc of Commons, againft the fyftcm which had 
been opened by tlic Chancellor of the Ex|^iequer« In the interim, a report prepared by a 
committee of council appointed for the confideration of al] matters relative to trade and foreign 
plantations, was laid by the ininiftcr on the tabic of the Houfc of Commons to ainil its deli- 
herations. ^i'his committee had been originally appointed on the 5th day of March, 1 784, and 
coniirted of Lord Sydney, who prefided, the firft Lord of the Admiralty, the Pavmafters of 
the Army, the Treafurer of the Navy, and fourteen other members of the Pi ivy Council : Mr, 
Charles jenkinfon^ (fince created Lord Hawkclbury) was confidercd as the moft aftive niem- 
ber and real dire£tor of lhi> board. The queftions referred to their confidcration, related en- 
tirely to the latter of the two heads, into which Mr. Pitt has dlftribulcd the bendiis conceded 
to Ireland, and principally concerned the propriety of reducing the duties payable in lids 
country, npon the importation of goods, the growth and manufaflure of Ireland. 

This report, after a variety of ftatemcnis which arc of too great a lengtli to infert In tliis 
place, concludes with anfw^cring the two qneftions referred to the committees by his Majehv, 
aitd with the propofition of a plan for regulating the future cohimcrcial inlet courfe hctwccii 
Gieat Britain and Ireland, as follows: 

The committee having thus laid Iteforc your Majcfly the information they have received , 
and having ftated fuch obfervationstas appeared to them to be ncccCTary, for ilic purpoie of ex- 
plaining the accounts and pointing out any miftakes in the evidence given, it is their duty 
now to offer their opinion on the firll queftion referred to them ; tliat is, on the propriity of 
leducing the duties payable in Great Britain on the impoitation of goods, the growth and ma- 
nufacture of Ireland, at the fame rate as the duties payable in Ireland on the importation of 
the like goods the growth and manufacture of Great Britain. 

“ The committee think it right to begin by obferving, that fince the conftitution of Ireland 
has been put on its prefent footing, it is not probable that the people of that kingdom will reft 
fatisficd with tlie fame fyftem of commerce that fubfifted before that alteration was made ; for 
though the Parliament of Ireland, in their laft feflion, rejefted the duties tliai were propol'cd 
for the proteftion of their woollen manufadurcs, they impofed a duty on four other articles of 
Britifli commerce, viz. on refined fugar, on beer, wine, and printed cailicocSi for the exprefs 
purpofe of encouraging their trade in thefe fcveral ankles* 

And it appears, that the two Houfes of Parliament of Great Britain were of opinion, that, 
in confequence of the change made in the Irifti conftitution, fomc new arrangement would be 
ncceffary ; for, on the 1 7th of May, 1 782, after having refoived, that an aft made in the fixth 
year of the reign of his late Majefty King Gcorgb the Firft, entitled, * An Aft for the better 

♦ fecuring the dependency of tlic Kingdom of Ireland upon the Crown of Great Britain,’ 
ought to be repealed, they came immediately to the following lefolution That it is indif- 

* pen fable to the intcreft and happinefs of both kingdouts, that the conaeftion between tiu m 
‘ fhould be eftablifticd on a folid and permanent bafis.* 

The prefent queftion, therefore, is not whether the fyflem of commerce^ on which your 
Maiefty has required the opinion of the committee, is better or worfc than that which cxillcd 
before the change made in the Irifh conftitution, but whether it is better than that which, if 
fome agreement is not made, is likcj^ now to take place* 

It appears to the committee, that in arranging the commereiapintefcotirfis In future be- 
tween the two kingdoms, there arc but three plans that can poffibly be adopted* 

Firft, That the ports of each kingdom fhouW bcopeti to goods the growth and manufac- 
ture of the other, fice from all duties, except ihofc of cxcifc and other internal duties* 

As 
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. . it tt jproMhlc. that fuch a plan woold occaCon Ac rnin of many, of.yoor Majcfty’s fiibjpds in 
an4 itelandf Wttd introduce an itnmediaije convnUion in the mintocrtx of the 
■ \v'a#o.lwngd«waa, ■' ' 

***, pbo is» cash kuagdom ihould, for the.futuie, proved in inaKing fach 

and; jtopofiQg fd^ duties on the importation of goods, the growth* or manufac- 
at their. rc%efl|ve legiilatnres ntall, in tlieir wiidom, think necefiary for the 
pro!ti£Moa.an4 td* their ow 

, ’^hioh will pcohahly be followed if fome agreement i$ not made, will be the 

foui^ nf perp^al diSei^wUi will, neccilat'ily tend to feparate oach <:waittry further from the 
oth»i^i ;*nd, iit n conrfe of. year*, wih .place them in their commercial rdatioa to each other, 
in the fiateof ilhteiE^ OOBntriea. - 

Tbo tlnrd plan is, /1fhat t]b« two .kingdoms. agree on certain moderate duties to heimpof- 
cd on%h« importetion of goods, tihegrowtUajndinanufafture of the other, fuch as will feenre 
a due prefete^ce in the home market to the like articles of its own growth and manufaflure, 
and yet leave to the lifter kingdom advantages, though not equal to its own, yet fuperior to 
thofe granted .to any foreign country. The duties now payable un Britilh goods imported 
into .. Ireland leem, by their mndera^u, as well adapted to anCwer, this purpoie, as any that 
could be deyifed ; but to make this fyftem .complete, there fhouid be added proper regulations 
with refp<’B' bountecs in futute* and with tefpedL tothe duties on raw m ater i al s imported 
into each, kingdom. . 

** It is in the judgment of the committee, a great recommendation of this plan, that if it 
Ihould now be carried into execution, and become the fyftein to which, bofti countries fhall be 
bound. hereafter to conform, it will fecure them in futuie from thole unpleafant contefts, to 
which, in pUffait of their rerpeflive intefefts, they may oUierwife be expofed; and your Ma> 
jefty, as lovtWBig!* nfthe two kingdoms, will be relieved from the difagreeable, iituation ofhav- 
ing laws prefented to you by. their refpeftive Uoulcs.'of Parliament, foe, your royal aCTent, 
which, thorigh iheaeftci^ teii one of your kingdoms, may, in their operatkm, be highly dem> 
mental to thu intfrufts of the o^^^ 

*< The have to refer your Majcfty to. the information given by the 

mercliantf ai;^ particular branches of commerce in 
which they reUpefUvtdy engaged, atid to the ohfervations made thereon. They think it 
righh ns ohferve, that the duties intended to be Impofed, according to 

the propof^ pbrnt Oht ^ importathm iuto Great Britain of goods, the growth and manufac' 
tareof hte^4 to tM^to ^.a the imme market, which is the 

only he OOnBdlUfd f for Great Britain, has already a 

right foailteta mad»hM>f foreign conntries, with any goods of its 

growth and :ioan^4**^« fn^jef^ ®*'ly f® ^“Ch doliea Spd reftri&ions a» »** own legiflature Ihall 

" imported from Inland, will bo lower 

. .than;th^r^,<^-(mhe»<'l0(|^>,'M’:'^'8i,gro^^ being ,jd>oui'6d. per.yard on 

old dfapieiy* a«^ on new •: whijph JS, on an average, not mote than five per cent. ; and yet 

the this branch o| commotte, who*h ,the have ex- 
amined, ^apll^ By hiwe .y«ry |i^e epprelwafion of a The 

dutiei, plJuthcr goods. , of thf growth and f»annfaf^ttra >^ |te^ into 

Vuju,;,iy,,, . . . . .■o.E , this 
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1785 this kingdom, wiil, aceoiding to the propofed plan, be at leaft ten per cent, end on fotne art!* 
clcs confidcrably more, which, with the charge of freight, infurance, cotnmifTion, and port 
chaiges, will, in the judgment of the committee, be amply fulBcient to fecure a due prefer- 
ence to the iubjedts of Great Britain in their own market ; efpecially if we add to what has 
been already mentioned, the ikill of eftablilbed manufaf^ures, and the advantages ariling from 
long credit ahd great capitals : and It ought to be conhdered, that if the Irilh fhould be able to 
extend dteir trade in fime branches of maimfa&ure, which will probably at £r(t be of inferior 
kinds, where hd>our rather than Hull is re^nlred, tbeBritiih trader in return will have-his ad- 
vaht%e in the fOperior articles Of manufaSnre, for which, by his ikill an/ experience, he 
may be better qualified ; vrhich advantage the propoied plan vrill fecure to him agt(inft the 
tion-importation agreements, or any new laws that might be otherwife made to his detriment. 
And as the people of Ireland increafe in wealth, in confcqaeaeB of fhe Cxteafion thus given to 
their commerce, the fubjeds of GrOat Ifoitain will neccfi&rily derive advantages frotn it, by the 
larger fitte of thefe eOmmeditkt in which they particnlaily excel. ■ 

“ The cornrhittue have alfe taken into confideration the iecond qneltion referred to them 
yotifT Majefty, via. what preferences are now given to the importation of any article, the 
growth* ptodocei or naanufaftom of Ireland, by any duty or prohibition on die importation, 
nfe, or of the like articles fircmvforeign parts ; and bow far it may be the interefi of Great 
Britrin in ftlitare to coittHine hr to alter the &me. 

s* For their information onthSs head^ the committee called fw two accounts, which have 
heenprefimted to them by the commilfioners of your Majesty's cuiioms in England. The 
' lirfi account Ifotes the preference given to the tinen tnanufinSprers of Ireland, cm exportation 
from Great Britain, oVer that of foreign cosmtries. On Iriih linen, under ^d. a yard, from 
■ Great Britain to Africa, America, Spain, Pwlugal, Gibraltar, Minorca, or the £ali Indies, 
a boanty of oaodnalfj^ny per yard is given ; of the value of sd.and under fid, a bounty of 
, onepenny per yard} of tbe value of fidi and under is. fid. a bounty of three halfpence per yard. 
The freond account frates the articles Of Iriih produce, that ace fryoured in the duties on im* 
penwition into Great Brituia ; riienrticlu are provifiotis, cattle. Buna, hides, cable and cord- 
age, flax and hemp, fail cloth and canvas, iron, pitch, tor 'and rape feed and cakes. 
Wood and yam. Almofr all of tbefe are iO^orted free, or witil On!y-n fmaB duty ; while from 
France, ^ other parts of Europe, fohw am prohibited, ^nnd inamy o^lhw to very 

high duties. ‘ ' , - . : ■ ; ■ . ,■ ' _ , 

On cOttfidering the feVend artudes of irUh growth nttd niimtifrlftnto, to Wbich^ 
tO'thefon^ingaccoanto, ptefrrenees tut, given, it duns not i^ppearfyo the t^immittee that 
thererisany tdafrmlbr nUeving^ fiurwr acceeding to tbe trnepTM^^^ Of reciprocity, the 
lri(h onght''tQi' grant the fruae bounty on 'Sihfilh lltwn eitpwi^:frnm iwte as is now paid 
on iri&llnen OxitoiVid froto^ G^ It wjanld be very ittoonyenient, and even detri- 

mdntolWttw oOtotoertW ofGrtaeBdti^ with foreign mtiions, to fay, that 

thele prderehMS fliOUld at no time ent jo no reipeft be altered } but the coiDc^ttee ate of opi- 
nion, thtof laMC frrfeiintf {ntfrrehot^imdd^ d be given to the foregoing arttcles, being 

thegtotrihwraninwfrfrittobf lwrhiild, ide^ or*&ie itiGniU,|^itBin.*’ 

In fl»nm tiittci Vht tocWiattMi vnd mannfrfrtmws who bad boen exaibl^ before the 
tdmmirtto, jolned'by i^eat uumbiwaofbthdn from eyctyintlof j^^ fot 

the purpofe Of taking die Itifti ptOpofitiena Into frtok tohfidewttiohf ' wurfc of 

' frieir proceedings it tq^Teared, that the efudints of the fanner by no theint’ doittcided with the 

* inferences 
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*785 inferences which had becn djrawn feam their «»>minatipn in tl» report laid hcforc Pafliament. 
This circhHiftance maft appear, the liiore feiigakr, as many of the perfons examined were prc- 
eifcly the fathe individuals in Uoth cafes. This difference^ liowever, niay,iofotne degree be 
reconciled .if w6 confider, that in the ferft cafe the queftionarwese prepared hy the reporters, 
who mutt be reprefented, .whatever impartiality or reflitude we may chafe to, aferibe to them, 
as having a fpeeife fyfltem tp vindicate, la the ottier cafe, the witneiics prefentod tltemfcivcs 
at the bar of a miEed aflfembly': they were e*a®incd by perfons of various defcriptions j fome 
wbb cblrfidered thetafelvos aS' pledged fof the propofed fydoua* fome who warmly interefted 
thetnfclrei in itt oyertlirow and annihilation, and a few who, nawarped by any previous fen- 
timentt, were deferoo? to deduce their 'opinion from die refufr of the .whole. Many of the 
perfons examined were men of sicVnowJedged opulence, integrity,, and- commercial knowledge ; 
ambngtlwm were Mr. Wedgewood, of Staffordlhire'i Meflrs. Walker, flichardfon and Pcele, 
ofcManchefter} 'Mf. Robeetfon, of Ctlafgow, and M^'f^ibhons, oflJrifto>J, 

The number of petUions piefented.againfr the Irilh propofetions, amounted in the whole to 
upwards of fixty. They were ferjt up to Parliament froin;almofr every quarter of the king- 
dom, and there was fcarcely a lingfe fpedes Of jnanufeAure or merchandize, upon the fobjccl 
of' which the perfons peculiarly interefred did net appear to have conceived a coniiderabie de- 
gree of alarm. • 

During the months of March, April and May, the Houle of Commons was occupied in 
receiving the petitiomi add Itearing the cviden<oe.9f inarialafeurers and merclsants of every de- 
feriptioh. This laborious and minute mode of jnveftigation being compfeated, on the rath 
of May the propofitioas were again brought fotword by Mr, Pitt, with aww^'y amendments, 
variations and additions. To the original fet of proportions, ten new ones were added, fomc 
of them only fupplemental to, and explanatory of the former, while fome of. them contained 
much new and important matter. We llrall, therefere, infer-t them In their enlarged date, and 
as they were finally returned to the Parliament of Ireland. 

“ I, That it is highly important tor the intcrefts of both countries, tliat the commerce 
between Great Britain and Ireland ihould be fritally regulated on permanent and equitable 
principles, for the mutual benefit of both countries. 

II. That a full participation of commercial advantages fhould be perrhanently fecured to 
Ireland, whenever a provifion equally permanent and fecurc, Ihall be made.by the Pariiament 
of that kingdom, towards defraying, in proportion to its growing profperity, the ncceffary 


expences, in time of peace, tff protecting the trade and general interefts of the empire. 

'■'** HI, That towards carrying into full effect fo defirable a fettlemcnti it is fit and proper that 
all articles, not the growth or mann&0:ure of Great Britain twr Ireland, except thofc of the 
growth, produce, or manufeflurcofany of the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, to 
the Streigbta of Magellan, Ihould be imported- into each kmgdom from the other reciprocally, 
under the fame regulations, and at the fame denies (if lubjefit to duties) tp which they would 
be liidde, when itftported di«3;ly from the country or place from wltence the fame may have 
beeii imported into Great Britain or Ireland refpedively, as the cafe may be ; and that all duties 
originally paid on importation into either country refpeaivcly, except on ayrack and foreign 
brxrtdyf and bq rumi add all.jEhds of firotsg waters not imported from the BritKh colonies in 
the tho other. ncvcrthelcfs, 

ts.at pTcrcnt, by, wihholding the 


4,.E'0 drawback, 
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1785 ture, when imported from the other, maybe charged vrUh a hirtber doty on importation^ 
adequate to countervail the internal duty on the manufadQre, as far as relates to the duties npw 
chatged thereon ; fuch further duty to continue fo long only- as the internal confumption lhall 
be charged with the doty or duties to balance which it fhall be impOfed ; -and that, Where there 
is a duty on the importation of the raw material of any manufadurc in one kingdom greater 
than the like duty pn raw materials in the other, fuch manufaflture may, on its importation 
into the other kingdoiPt be charged with fuch a countervailing duty, as may be fufficient to 
,fubje^ the fame, fo imported, to burdens adequate to thole which the manufacture conipofed 
of the like raw material is fubjeCt to, in confequetree of duties on the importation of fuch ma> 
terial in the kingdom into which Inch manufaClure is fo imported i and the fiiid manufacture 
£9 imported, fiiall be entitled to fuch drawback; or bounties on oxportation, as may leave the 
fame fnbied to no heavier burden than the Itome-made manufacture; 

“ Xltl. Thati. in order to give permanency to the fettlement now intended to be eftablilh- 
ed, it is oecefi&ry that no new or additional dutfcs Ihbuid be hereafter impofed, in either king- 
, dom, on tlJC importation of any article of the growth, produce or man ufaCt tire of the other; 
except fuch additional duties as ntay be requilite to balance the duties on internal confumption, 
purfuant to the foregoing refolution, or in conl'equcncc of bounties remaining on fuch articles 
when exported from the other kingdom. 

XIV. That for the fame purpofe it is necclTary further, that no, prohibition, or new or 
additional duties, fhall be hereafter impofed in either kingdom, on the exportation of any 
artie’e of native growth, produce, or manufacture, from one kingdom to the other, except 
fuch as either kingdom may deem expedient from time to time, upon corn, meal, matt, Hour 
and bifeuits. 

»• XV. That for the fame pnipofe, it is nccefi&ry that no bounties wltatcver fbould be paid 
or payable ia either kingdom, on the e^portatiba of any article to the other, except fuch as 
relate to corn, meal, malt, Hour and biicuits, and except alfiu the bounties at prefent given by 
Great Britain on beer and ipirits di Hilled from corn, and fuch ere in the nature of draw- 
backs or cotnpenfationt for duties paid ; and that no bounty diouid be payable on ^e expor- 
tation of any article to any Britifh colonics or plantations, or to the Biitifh fcttleroenis on the 
coafl of Africa, or on the exportation of any article importbi from the Britifh phmtations, or 
. from the Britifh fettlcmcnts on the coaft of Africa, or Britilh fcttlements in the Eaft Indies, or 


any manufaClure made of fuch article, nnlefs m cafes wliere a hmilar bounty is payable in 
Great Britain, on exportation from thence, . or where fuch bounty U fotifelf in the nature of 
a drewback or compeniatioa of or for duties paid; over and above any duties paid thereon in 
Great Britain I and where any intecml bounty Ihatt be given In either ktngdooa, on any 
goods panofadnred therein, and fhall remain on fuch goods wdien exported; a countervail- 
ing duty, adequate thereto, may h^ laid upon the Importation of the hiid goods'ihto the other 
kingdom. .V ' 

XYt ^atit iseji^cdfent lot giimeral benefit of the Brhifh empire, thatthi Importation 
of article ifnsn^ ^eign countries ihowdi be regulated from time to time in -^h Irihi^om, on 
fuch termtfta may ^eflnally fayopr io^ortatlon of fimiJar articles of the growth,' produce, 
or mabuf&fthre of the others except in the cafes of matetMls. of w^ich are, or 

hereafter may be allowed to be imported from foreign free; and that, in all 

cafes where any articles are or may be fUbjeiB; to higher dories ori"i&portarion into -ihia king- 
dom, ;firom the countries belonging to any of the States of Noifb Ametica, titan the like goods 
are^of^^y be fubjeft to when imported as the growth, produce, or.man«&Aare of the Britifh 

* a . coloiues 
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785 colonics and plantations, or as the produce of Alherics carried on by Britifh fubjefls, fuch 
articles fliali be fubje£t to the fame duties on importation into Ireland, from fhc countries be- 
longing to any of the States of North America, as the lame arc or may be Aibjca to on im- 
portation from the faid countries into this kingdom. 

“ XVII. That it is expedient that meafurcis Ihould be taken to prevent difpotes touching 
the cxcrclfe of the right of the inhabitants of each kingdom to fifli on tlie coaft of any part of 
the Britifh dominions. 

“ XV III. That it is expedient that fuch privileges of printing and vending books as are or 
may be legally pofleffed within Great Britain, under tlic grant of the crown or otherwife," and 
thcfopy-rights of the authors and bookfcllcrs of Great Britain, fliould continue to be proteft- 
cd in the manner they are at prefent by the laws of Great Britain } and that it is juft that mea- 
fures Ihould be taken by the Parliament of Ireland, for giving the like prote&ion to the copy- 
right of the authors and bookfcllcrs of that kingdom. 

“ XIX. That it is expedient that regulations Ihould be adopted with refpeft. to patents, to 
be hereafter granted, for the encouragement of new inventions, fo that the rights, privileges 
and rchridions thereon granted and contained, (hall be of e«jual duration and force throughout 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

“ XX. That the appropriation of whatever fum the grols hereditary revenue of the king- 
dom of Ireland (the due coUedion thereof being fecured by permanent provilions) (hall pro- 
duce, after dedufling all drawbacks, re-payments, or bounties granted in the nature of draw- 
backs, over and above the fum of 656,000!. im each year, towards the fupport of the naval 
force, of the empire, to be applied in fucb manner as the Parliament of Ireland Ihall direft, by 
an a£l to be palTed for that porpofe, will be a fatisfaflory proviflon, proportioned to the grow- 
ing ptofperity of that kingdom, towards decaying, in tinoe of peace, the necelTary expcnces of 
proteding the trade and general intercfts'of the empire. 

The chief objeft of the additionai propolitions, was to provide, firft, That whatever navi- 
gation laws the Britifll Parliament Ihould hereafter ifind it heceflary to eoafl for the preferva- 
tion of the marine, the fame Ihould be pa^ by the legiilatore of Ireland. Secondly, Ag.iinft 
the importing into Ireland, and from tlience into Grtat Britain, of any other Well India mer- 
chandizes than fuch as were the produce of our own colonies ; and thirdly. That Ireland 
Ihould debar itfdf from trading to any of the coun4;ies beyond the Cape of fiood Hope to the 
Streights <of Magellan, fo long as it Ihoohl be thought necedary to eontiiuie the charter of the 
Eaft India Company, 

In the cp^rfe of the debates upon the propolkions as they Hood with thefe amendments and 
additions, that which met with the moll vi^rous oppoiition, independent of fuch general 
mfoniog as Went againll the lyftem ^together, was the fourth in which Great Briuin, it was 
al}ette<), aCumed both a prelent and future power to bind Ireland by fuch afts as Ihc Ihould 
. pafs relative to the trade and commeTCC of both kingdoms. This was Hated to be in direft 
ophodtion to Whht had beea foiemniy ftipulated betwixt the two kingdoms ; namely, that Ire- 
land WhI in fottife only to ^ bound by her own diatiites,t-^hal it was a refumption of the 
rt|^,of li^lflatlag I|r<:hmd» which this country had renounced,— -that it was bartering the 
liberties Ird^d frr the adtfimtages held out to that kingdom by the fyilem now propofed, 
ahd thereby phfiafrfmg lrilh llayery at the expence of Englifli comi^^ 
f IVitb refp^ to, the propofitipn, which ftipnlated, that whenever there Ihould l>e a fur- 
j>lu8 of .tevel^ of' tndami, over and above the fum of l 5 s 6 ,oooL foch furplus Ihould be 

applied 
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1785 applied to the fupport of the Britifh navy, it was urged, that if this was held forth as a com^ 
penfation for advantages volutitarily refigned by Qreat nothing could be more falla- 

cious, the prefctu net revenue of that kingdom h^ing little more than 333, oooh and therefore 
little more than half tlie ftipulatcd fum, over and above which tjie faxpius only was to be ap- 
plied in aid of the public revenue of this country. 

The arguments which were offered generally and againft the whole of the propofed fyftcm, 
weal chiefly upon the fuppofed injury which the manufafturcs and commerce of Great Britain 
would fuftain froqi it : tlie former, from tho cornparativc fmall price of labour in Ireland, 
which alone, it was Contended, would Toon enable that kiiigdbni to undcrjeil as both at home 
and abroad ; the latter, from the facility with which it was well known the revenue laws in 
Ireland were evaded. 

The impoffibility of preventing the dandeftlnc importation of a variety of the moil impor- 
tant articles, was flrongly infilled on; and if was added, ^hal the competition which would 
atife between the two kingdoms, which fhould fellcbcapcft, would, ofcourfc, qicreafe the 
evil: finally, it was argued, that fudi was tire nature of the propofitions, that in whatever 
proportion one country might beneSt frein them, in the very fame degree the other would be- 
come a lofer^ 

In favour of the fyftcm it was argued, tliat it was a meafure Of abfolute neceffrty, in order to 
put an end to the difcontents which prevailed to To alarming a degree in the filler kingdom.—* 
That if the prefent propofiriona were imt paffed into a law, all that had already been done in 
favour of Ireland would prove nugatory, as it was dearly inadec|uate to the expectations of that 
country. .. „ 

That with rcfpdi to the fourth propofition, it was a condition which the fafety, of our own 
navigation Jaws made it necefldM'y to annex to the boon granted to Ireland. Tha| it was illi- 
beral to infer from hence, that the Britilh liiad any views of trenching on tlie inde- 

pendence of Ireland, iince k left to thin kihgdpnii the option of taking or refuling the advan- 
tages held out to her fubjefi to fueb a condition* That the condition itfelf was fuch as had 
frequently been adopted in the negotiations of indepcndcntflatcs, as in tlie late treaty between 
this kingdom and I^rance, when the latter bound herfelf to puhlilh certain cdi£ls^ as fooii as 
other edicts ftipulated on our part, were publifhcd by this country* 

With refpeA to tlie difadvants^es which h bad been fuppofed our maniifaSurerg would have 
to eticounter from the comparative fnidl price of 1^^ Jrelai^, it was laid, that fuch a 
mifappreheniion arofe from a mifconception of the real fai^r That tb^ wages of aitizans and 
maupfaftartn, although not eff iminmon wcije higher ilicDe than in. tlii$ country, 

and therefore there was little likelihood their being able to underf^ ps groiond : nor 

could commerce be in any danger from the reafons whkb hfd been aUegedit ifince ^ pro- 
vjfions and reftti^ions, eohtained in the ptopofition&i were fuffident as well to prevent any 
clandelliiie imporiation <>f foreign gcr^s into Ireland, as to infure the duties payable on all 
fuch as might; 

It was alfo urged, th^ when the p^jfliCipte ef the^ of I^Iapd was 

objefied to, be tlw former proceedings :bn m 

fions to Irelimd^ it vSas Ihc uniyerlid that Ireland,. ^ ijjOt pro- 
portion of the expcnces ihenrred m the for the general pjroteiS ioh of foe rapi rc ; 

but, at prefent, Iteland was fo pro^^ The did not dciuand a partieipa^O ^ 

jco&i^ advantages, withoatconttfouting>% fo a 4 e^^ In- 

curred 
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1785 -currcd in die defence of itfami. Itwits notTcry reai^itabie to expcft tliat Ireland ihoulit, in 
fbriner ttmes; bRvd iupprcipriited «ny |«rti«dlir pary of jier reVenne for naVa! piiirpofes. One 
great fowce Of wcdti^ wS8' denied- to tbo loljjbitanti 6f that cdOft^ the colonial trade, 
which was conSdered ail a prew/iaia Of 6 rhi 0 tr comincrCe. contrary, however, was 

now the Cafe ; and while I certain fpccifitt approprrktiOh fhonld be inade fOr pnblic “phrpofes, 
thcicwas iftO excfofiC^ Of theexercife of generohty and liberality in the Irilh* Parliament, 
whCfteF^t the ontoditaj evente or the tietoral contingencies of a war might call for iti As to 
the heicdixaty KWenOe, itwas inMcd that its incteafe had bortiej and might be expe^ed to 
continue to hear, an 4Ksa2l proportion to the increasing wealth and opulence of the country.—' 
As to the graid of die fui|da$ above 6^,obol, it il certainly a diminution of the royal power 
and property, and has been liberally conceded to ftrengthen the whole empire by a great com- 
mercial adjuftmeht between theft two kirtgdoftw. In ihert, it Was inliftt^'by the friends to 
the propofitton's, that, on a ftir and attendee elamination of their principles, they would ap- 
pear to be, hrft, to encourage and extend, as- much as polhble, the trade between the two 
kingdoms, on permanent and equitable principles ; ftcondiy, that the inhabitants of each 
Should trade to and from the British cobnies, ftttlements, wid dOmtniohs, in every part of 
the globe, now or hereafter to be planted or acquired, on equal terms, both by direfi and cir- 
cuitous voyages. ^ 

The propohtiont, after having been agitated upwards of three months, and after having re- 
ceived a variety of amendments and alterations, hnaily palled the Houft of Commons by a large 
majority 5 and, on the goth of May, were carried up to the HoOft of Lords. They here again 
encountered a very fpirited oppohtion, and received fome amendments, though by no means 
of a material nature. 

Tbeqpropolitious having thus pafled both Houfts, a bill founded on them was brought into 
the Houft of Commons . by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, which was read the firft time be- 
fore the end of the ftftion, and was followed by 4 n addrefs to his Majefty by both Houfes of 
Parliament, wherein they acquainted him' with what they had done in this buiinefs j adding, 
at the fame time, that it remamed for the Parliament of Ireland to judge of the conditions ac- 
cording to their wifdom and dlftretbn, as Well as of every other part of the fetUement propo- 
ftd to be eftablilhed by mutual conftnt. ■ 

Oh the ixth of Auguft, i^e Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland moved the Houfe of 
Commons of that kingdom to bring in a bill correfpondent to that moved by the Englilh 
mihiftor. The debafta ontbls occafion were long and animated. Whatever had the lead ap- 
pctFance of infringing on the legiftatiFe iodepcn^hce of Ireland, was oppoftd in terms of 
the hightft diftppro^tiom The pet|)etmd difptdirion of her hereditary revenue by the lail 
propc^riOhi-vi^fortehdli^t of her commercial iegiflation by the fourth, <— and the redraint im- 
pofed on her iftMa ttadiag beyond 4 be Cape of Qtfod Hope and the Straits of Magellan by the 
ninth, Were put in every point of view »« which atgument and eloquence codW place them. 

, In fttypur of the was argued* thm the. fourth proportion, Whkh had excited fo much 
jealoufy and tdatih,'cOtd^ net, oO khy fair cOnftrudioni be faid to take from Ireland her right of 
commeicial^iflatiott/any’taorethandieafUpafled in the years lyyqand tySa had do^bafore; 
wherein: irdand had ftlpdlatedto tnidewith thOBritifo colonksand^^ftrtttemcnW' (nf^h man- 
ner as Oitat Britain htifclf traded, to adopt the fame reftriafons 80 d'regulatfom^^ #ha^^ in 
tlft b^ ^^Ofdtjbt^ it Was propofcd to trade with Great Britain on the fatee prineipfp ; the 
Of t^er ctmqplyiog'wiBt the conditions, or 'renouncing thesgretmentfo rere, whenever 
Voi..iV.. : ■ 4 ^ . ■ • ■ 'Uw^ 
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1785' the conditions ihoold be obnoxious and dii^atisfa^orjTy woujd be left, by the prefcnt bill, full 
as much in thp power of the Irifh Parliament as it was by either of the foregoing afts. The 
only difiereiice was, that, by the former alfts, Ireland bpd'fubfcribed to the comnieicial laws 
which had been adopted by Great Britain for years back'; by the prefent, to fucb as that 
country ihould bind itfelf to in future ; but that it would be Bill in the power of the Irilh 
Parliament to renounce tbefe luws, sued the whole agreement together, whenever it thought 
pr6pcr< On the other hand, the commercial advsmages ofiered to Ireland by the bill, were 
iUted to be very important ; the linen trade tms thereby fecured to bee for ever ; the colony 
trade, through Ireland to Great Britain, was given her ; the BritiOi markets were thrown 
open to Iriih manufaAures : and again, as thefe manuf^nres were allowed to be re-exported 
from Great Britain, with a drawback of all duties, the Iriih would, in effeS, export on the 
foundation of Britiih capital, at tlie Btmo time that they were left to employ their own capital 
in the extenfion of their home mannfa^ures. 

The Houle at length divided. upon the ^uefiion ; when there appeared for leave to bring in 
the hill, lay ;^inft iq8. So BnaU a majority in favour of fuch an important meafurc, was 
conlidsred in the light of a defeat ; for although Mr. Orde afterwards moved to have the bill 
read a fecood time, and to be printed, he obferved, that having done tliis, he did not intend 
to make any further progrefs in the bufinefs during the prefent felfion. He had refolved to 
Walt till the people' had ieifure to exantine and underBand it ; and though he was induced to 
fuppofe that a conBderable time would be necellary for that purpofe, he entertained no doubt, 
but that the more it was underftood, the more it would be found for the benefit and advantage 
of the country, and the lefs reaibn would be difeovered to impute any thing to it hoftile to the 
conflitution ; nor would be again bring it forward at all, until the nation in general Ihould 
grow into a better liking of the mcafure. 

Thus terminated lire intended commercial arrangement between Great Britain and Ireland, 
after liaving, for feven montlts, employed the attention of both kiitgdoms. 

We have mentioned, under the preceding years, the plan formed for the fettlement of a con- 
fiderable number of Genevefe, who bad communicated tlwir ddirp to eftablifh tbemfelves in 
Ireland. 1 he commiilionets Who were font to I>ublin on this occafion, reeeived the greatcil 
perfonal attention from all ranks of people. Their re^uefo with refpe^I to the admilTion of 
their countrymen into Ireland, was complied with j and a, particular tt»& of land, in the 
county of Waterford, was fot apart for the new fottiers. 

But notwithilanding thefo. preparations, the whole fohsme, in, the end, proved abortive.— 
The terms infilled upon by the Genevefo, pteviotw to thekr bneoming fabjefks of a new Bate, 
were, fiiB, that they Ihould be repreftawMi in FarUampnt; foeotadlyi, that they IhouJd be 
formed into a diflioQ corporation ; and/ thirdly, that .they ihould ibe governed by their own 
laws. The firft of titefe conditions might have been a matter of cpinton, and fubjedl to dif. 
cofoon ; but rite two laB were held to be incompatible with the kws and the conBitation of 
Ireland ! and, AS fuelh wfere coitally rgafiled. 

This difogtseemefit on tbefe leadisst poihhh an end to all further proesdum ia die bufi- 
nefo. Some of the Geaevefo, however, traofported themfolves into Ireiaad ; bat they foon 
found, hy eqifrienep, that nothing was gained by changing their iStnation ; and mofi of them, 
after a Ihoit, Bay, ijiintted. the kingdom* 

The reciprocal advantages wiuehhdghthave aceened to Ireland md the Oeaevefo emigrants 
ftosti the ptopofod fonloneDt, even had it dkeit |dace.ia the fvdleft extent, conld never, it is 

prefumed, 
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1785 prefaracd, have equalled, or been in ftny degree propArtiottiWe to the fstnguine cxpeiftations 
Ibme in«sti liad been le 4 to form on the fubjedl. The Oenevefe being chiefly mechanics, muft 
Itave been ill foked, firoih their former habits of lilfe, to the labour of agriculture j and they 
■were to ‘be letthfd in a part of Ireland where their fublillence would have depended much more 
upon thofe labours, than aU the mechanical which they poflefled. 

Early in the preceding year, there had been a great fcarcity of provifions at Newfoundland ; 
and 'at the period when the neceflities of the fcttlers were mofk urgent, fevcral vcflels arrived 
there from Airierica laden with provisions. * On this occaEon, Admiral Campbell, the gover- 
nor of Newfoundland, was enueb at a lofs how to ad ; his own opinion was, that the provi- 
so ns might be legally imported.— He, however fummoned a council, and took the beft advico 
he could upon the fpot. The council were uhanimoully of opinion with the governor ; and, 
under that fan^ion, the provifions were permitted to be lauded. An accountof tbefc proceed- 
ings was tranfmitted home by Admiral Campbell, with a requifition of the advice and autho- 
rity of government how to a£t for the future in fimilar cafes ; as it was ncceflary to afeertain 
liow far any fubjeft of commerce might be legally imported, though in Britifh bottoms, from 
an independent ftate, to any of the colonics of England. To fettle this point, a bill for con- 
fining, for a limited time, the trade between the pons of the United Slates of America and his 
Majefty’s fubjeSs in the ifland of Newfoundland, tq bread, flour, and live-ftock, to be impor- 
ted in none but Britilh-built (hips, adually belonging to Britifh fubjefts, ^c. was brought 
into Parliament, as there was a doubt whether the intorcourfc bill wkh the United States ex- 
tended to this objeft. 

A difficulty, however, was ftarted upon this fnbje^, and Urged with equal warmtii and 
perfcvcrance. It was obferved that this bill was iu direft oppofition to the navigation laws of 
this country, the leading principle of which was, that foreign produce could not be imported 
into the Britiih colonies without being previoufiy landed in this kingdom. It was alfo ob- 
ferved, that Canada and Nova Scxjtia, as well as the traders of this country, were competent 
to fnpply the ifland of Newfoundland with every tiling that could be obtained from the States 
of America ; and that the hill in qaeftkm was founded in a partial indulgence to the merchants 
of Poole and Dartmouth. It Was, at the fame time, propofed to call in evidence to prove the 
truth of the latter opinions. 

On the other hand, it was infilled, that the intercourfc in Britifli fliips between the ports 
of Newfoundland and thofe of the United States, had, for the laft two years, been actually 
eftablilhcd t that though, in a few years, the exports from Nova Scotia and Canada might be 
fufficient to fupply Newfoundland, riiey were not tlicn in a condition to anfwer the urgent 
demands of the prdent moiBcat ; and that if England could fiimilh grain at a rate fufficieiitly 
cheiqi for the purpofe, diere could be no doubt but the Englilh merchant would have the pre- 
ference. The hearing of evident was objefted to from the urgency of the cafct and the bill 
finally received the IknAidn of the legHlature. 

In confequcnce of the debts of the Nabob of Arcot, their fufpicious appearance, and mif- 
ebtevous influence on the govertmrent of the Carnatic, die examination into their nature and 
cirOumfliances was referred, by the regulating India bill of the laft ftffion, to the court of direc- 
tors, as far at the materials they were in pofleffion of ftiould enable them lo'do ;; yind that they 
fliould give fuch orders to their prcfidencies and fervants abroad, for cotapleting the tnveftiga- 
tion thereof, a* the nature of the queftion fttall require ; and for eftablifhing, in concerf with 
the Nabob of Arcot, fuch funds for the difchargc of thofe debts which finffi appiW to be juftly 
♦ 4 F 2 ■ due, 
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*785 due, according to tlicirVefpcQivc rights of priority, as fliail be coflfiftent widi tbe rights of 
die India Compait'y, the feCurity of die creditors, and the honour and dignity of the Nabob, 
The court of dlreSors, ih eiecutibh. of the dhfl topolifd- hi' them, |n-epan^ orders to be 
feat to tbek council at Madias, in, whwh,' after ftatlftg the fufpiiioOs circhmftances under 
which many of the debts appeared to>;ti)cm to have beeri contraflied, theydirefted them, in obe- 
dience to the pofitivc injuh^iohs of the aft, to proceed to a more obihplctc inveftigaiiOn of the 
nature and odgin thecebf; I'heft orders being coi^ board of controul, were 

lejcfted by thpOQ, and a hew letter drawn Op, in Which the daims of the creditors were all, 
widi tome little limitations, eftablifhed, and a fund for their difchai^ affigned out of the re- 
venues of the Carnatic, and the priority of payment fettled athbngft the feveral clafles of cre- 
ditors. At a meeting of fuch of the Nabob’s creditors as were" iti^ngland, thefe Orders were 
publicly read; and on the ground of Tuch a proceeding, a ihotibn was made in the Houfe of 
Lords tor copies or extrUfts of all letters or orders iffued by the cOiirt Of dtreftor#. In purfu- 
ance of the injuiiftions contained in the 37th and 38th claufes of the regulating aft of the laft 
ieftioh. ' 

In fuppbrt of tlie motion, the dangcrout confequences of fufFering the board of controul to 
foperfede the authority of a pofitive aft of Parliament, and the fafpictous circumftance of its 
claridefiine interference in an enormous radney tranfaftion, the management of which had 
been exprefsly delegated to other perfons by an aft of the legiftatiire, were ftrongly .infifted on. 
On the other hand, it was aflerted, that the coiidaft of the board lad been' within the ilrift 
letter of the ftatute, intonruch as they were enabled by a claufe in the aft; 00 originate orders, 
in cafes of ingent neceflity, and to direft their being trasiftnitted to India ; nor had thefe 
orders beeh given till after a careful and fufficient caaminaison into the fubjeft. The motion 
was rejefted without a divilion : ,aftmilar motion was trade m the Houfe of Commons, and 
fhared a iiroUar fate. 

On the loth ef June, petitions were prefented to tiii*J*Gon»mons from the merchants of 
London, Brillol, and Glafgow, trading in tobacco. The objoft oftla petitions was to obtain 
a contolidation of the various imports into one fpociftc charge, as Well as fome ^meafare to be 
felefted by the legillatore for the reduftion of the exifting duties, or the A^jplftion of Illicit 
trade, lii fuppott of thefe petitions, the following information on the fubjeft was aothenti- 
cally'ftated.' '• '' 

When the commerce of America was at its height, t^ nnpom from that oouh^ to Great 
Britain, if valued at their prime coft, amounted to about t^OO,‘Ot}dlt per atthuin ; of which 
fum no lefs than 700,0001. conftfted of tobacco ; to' - the itriido in the aitsCle Of tobacco 
comprized- very near oneihalf of all tlio irapotfe-fepfe Atllw^ This important 

Wade, of Which, at that period, Great Britain Was expi^elp poSbfied, but Whiicb bar fince 
been unfortunately interrupted, would, if the Ohibcies ftated ift tlm pftition< <tohfdbe removed, 
unqucftionsibly return to its ancient and naioial Ohatinci. This ft evidentvfrom itiany reafons 
that might be produced, if toe tollowing dnei Were not fuffic^ ' ' 

The ma^t of France annuahy alibtds aS,oc» hoglhekds of tobatsto ; yet, with all 

her induftry, the htmoft fh* coH^ America, iu the ptooeding. year, Wat i,aoo 

hOglheads. 

. Hollainl, inftoding tlfe 'maihet Of Germny, 'wirichfhe ufoaHy fuppliesv afltords a fale tor 
18,000 hogfbeads a year; yet, id tlfe coiirfe i^-'the laft year, dhe received from America no 
more than 5,000 hitiglheads. Thus it appeared, that France atid Holland together, : itoported 

2 ' ‘ ; direftly 



OF THE ORIGJH OF COMMERCE. 

1785 dtre&ly from Arnica no mo^o^^an 6, 300 ^ogd^^pada of tobacco Ijt^jrear, while Britain alone 
imported, in the fame time* more than 50,009. , Saebi ia the fuperiority of BogHlh manufac* 
tui«*,---rfacb tlie fpperior credit . of her mcrciiani^a,—f»cb the prediteftioo of the American 
planters for tbe country. oftlteir aneient eorrefponjiience.,^ Bnt howler firiongly the trade of 
.Ametica;iodined to it* former eoprle, it pever could , nu^ a durable retofn, unk^ the ob- 
. ftaclps that gave rifoto ihefe petitions were. redaoved. , To this falotary park>fe, a bill 
was brought in by the Chaneclfor of the Exchequer, fpr the bettCT fecuring the diitiea payable 
upon tobacco ; and alfo, on introducing it, declared* that the revenue at preferrt atifing from 
that ankle, fcarce exceeds one-half of what the net duty would be, if it wpre paid on the whole 
quantity conlutncd in tlie hingdom. 

On the 4th of Mr. Bcauioy, who had fome days before prclented a report to the 
Houfc from tlie committee appoinicd to enquire into the ftatc of the Britilhfifoerics, and into 
the mod elfedual nieans of their extenfion and improvement, made a motion to take the par- 
ticulars of the faid report into condderation. In fupport of e^rtain refolution* which he after- 
wards moved, and which principally related to tlic herring filhery, he obferved, that this 
filhery had been engroffed from us by the Dufob i and that the bounties, amounting to little 
lefs than 3 p,oool. a year, had been an ufclefs expence. This was attrfouted by tlje committee 
to the cii'cumftance of the Englilh veflcls not bein^ permitted to foil till tluj ift of Oflober, 
though tire filhery, in reality, cpramenced as early as the ill of June. The vcffcls were alfo 
obliged by law to make a circuitous voyage, while the Dutch made a direft one. Various 
other evils were Hated, and propofed to be redrefied; wd it ytss jpurticularly urged to tite 
Houfc, from our fuccefo in the Newfoundland and Greenland iffoerics,, that t^ fuperiority of 
the Dutch in the filhery in quellion, was not owing to any inherent or unalienable advantage. 
It was only in the filhery for herrings, a filhery upon her own epafts, and which foe alone 
could conttMc through tltc winter, and thus unite die advantage of bptb fesfons, tliat foe ex- 
ertions of hptain .had foiled qj^uccefs, and, wherein Holland had preforved foe afcendency. 

The rcfolutions were as follow 

“ That every Ws or fifoiitg yclTd, properly, ^tted out, a»»d /upnifliedjas by fow required 
for vefiels entered for the bounty, foall be dJowed ,to clcju out pf any port of Great Britain at 
any time between the ill of June and the ill of Oflobcr, pad to proceed immediately to her 
fifoing nation, and. to call her nets, without being obliged to rendexvous at any otlwr port or 

“ That foe malUrs of bulTes or ofop54y.drcIs cinpfoyed jn the k*rriiJg fifoery, foal) |)c af 

liberty to pui cbafe frclh, herrings of foe ,{|’®‘ng Britifo fubje^la) and to ft ip the 

herrings whipb they foall mkc, or whi^ they foall purchafo as aforefoiid, on board any atten- 
dant Britifo vcfly,, wkhiuntfo^n tofond foe fame, under proper regulations, in any of the 
ports of , Gr<s},t Brittin,. Upon, oafo M tb® mailer of the fmaller yeflcl lb lauding 

them as aforefoid, or by foB pwncr the bell of his know- 

ledge and bcli®f, caugfo.1^ BtMifo, jCttb^s ^ provided foat„ if tlw attendant, vefll-l which lhalt 
foil with fochfifo, foa4klRndtikfo^*^^ tiunthat from which foe principal velTel 

cleared put, a prppjef ctortifiph® uf jbe number qf barrels of foltcd lift fo landed, foall be ob- 
tained frofo tlKpMrlncIpaiiofocerof cBlioras at fuch^port, before the bond for the duties on the 
foirfokbt^.ofoboard theprincip^^^^^^ foall be difcliargcd : and, provided. alfo,, Hat no bufs 

within foe fpace of three months aftci her clearance outwards, un- 
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1785 lefs with a full cai^, the whole of in^ich fliaU IttVc b^ti taken* and cored or failed by fuch 
bofs or -rclftl, lhall be entitled to a bounty. 

That for TcviviiTSg and encouraging the cod filhery in the North fees and in Iceland, the 
owner of any vcfiel enaplpyted therein, fhall beat liberty to ofc, in the faid filhery, Britilh 
made fait, doty free ; and to* warohoofe, ttndcf‘ihc key of the officer, any farplos fait reni|in- 
ing 'iu fuch veffiei* apoh her itstoni'to thb ^'lace of her ont-lit; under the like rules and regu. 
lations as are provide for forpius Halt brought back in vefleis empfoyed in the herring fifhery. 

** T^atftdlbuffifs, a^ other filhingveflcls* ffiall* in future, be permitted to be entered for 
the bo«nt;^ ttithoat any limitation of their burthen or .tonnage ■, vefleis of lefs than ao tons 
etcepted? nor (hall any bufs or .veflcl be entitled to the bounty for more than 80 tons, al- 
though dif a laiger burthen. ^ 

, " That all buflcs and vdlels employed in the herring flfltertcs; ihal! be at liberty, during 
the time of their continuance at fca, to catch and cure cod, ling, and bake, as well as herrings, 
and foaH be fubjeft to the fame regulations, andlhall have the faaiie privilege of curing the 
faidotherlpecies Of with felt duty free, as in the cafe of herrings; but that no bounty 
lhall be allowed on the wportation of the feid other fpceics of fiflb ; and* therefore, that fuch 
other fliali be rtiarhed, by cutting Bielr tails in the manner preferibed for marking filh cured for 
home confmnption.*' : 

After fome attempts to pbftpone the oonfideration of this important fubjeft to anotlicr 
period, the refolutions w^t^reed to, -and a bill orders in upon them. 

The number of Ihips employed from England in the whale fiffiiery, to Davis’s Straits and 
the Greenland feas, in d« courfe of this year, amounted to i39,-**<arrying 47,000 tons, and 
navigated by b,6oO'tnen and boys, belides 15 Ihips from Scotland. The number of fliips 
from Holland in thefainc filhery, and daring the feme period, amounted to 65. 

His Danilh Majefty iflued a proclamation in this year for encouragii^ fl|eigner$, as well as 
native^i, to embark in the whale and feal filheries from thailkingdom to GiwJland, Iceland, &c. 
by which a boonty of 15 rix-dollars per Danilh commercial laft (or about 30s. ftcrling per 
ton, Brififli meaforement} wOsoffirred to perfons ebuiing to embark in tliat frade from the 
faid kingdom ;* to be piid down in calh before the Ihip is fitted out, on fecurity being given 
that fuch ydSel or veflekihaU* be ready, and do fail on that ertand, (wind and weather per- 
initting) atfoe time appointedin the rt^ proclaroatibn. 

Perfons engaging in this trade, to have free permiffion to employ, for the fervice of the 
filhery, foreign mechanics, haTpOonere* bOat-^fiserers, '* frc. of what nation foever. Such fo- 
reigner** fo longa* they continue in! this employ, to be fret from all manner of takes and 
burthens, and bave leave to quit the kiOgdom, wito all thciteffe^si Wheftcrertoey think pro- 
per. No eareptions are foadc to feips foreign built, yrhetfaer Every Ihip, how- 

ever, was> to%ii%ife;Caig;o d^ fo the Ihmifo jaarketf to be foM there by private or public 
contrafr* eacept an eajptefe order waS giyeh ifot^ts expbttafroti. V 

It was further permitted aH owners and mafttw W feHihg to theffis king- 

dom of Denmark; to frade with th^ Dani0ifefi:nries* br nmiyekoh the boafflsi, rfiahd of Ice- 
land, frc. and to import foreign nu§ti^d|m«s duty free, intended sfe afticles bf hmef in the 
Greenland trade. 

The Canada feJes, in this yew, aiabttritod tb 24**0001. - 


In 
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1785 In confeqticnce of tbc ad* pafled by the Parliament of Great Britain, to regulate the com- 
merce between the Britifh Weft India colonics, and the United States of America, tbc Jegif- 
latnre of Maf&chofctt’s in North America, paffed an aft on the 23d of June in this year, pro- 
hibiting the exportation, from any part or harbour of the commonwealth, of any goods, wares, 
or merchandij&e, the growth, manufafture, or produce of any of the United States, in Britifh 
Blips, on pain of forfeiting the veiTel, &c* This eft contains alfo feveral fubordinate claufes 
of regulation, which arc not fufficiently material to ftatc at large. 

On the 10th of July, the King’s councif of France iflued a decree refpefting the importation 
of certain foreign goods. This decree prohibits all white or raw callicocs, and alfo linens 
and callicocs, handkerchiefs, dimities and nankeens, fabricated either in the Indies or any 
where tlk abroad, that arc not the produft of their India Company^a trade ; and alfo all kinds 
of foreign gauzes, lawns, he. with the exception of foreign blue linens, ftriped, checked, 
dyed, painted, or ftamped, for the Guinea trader This was a general decree for the purpofc of 
protefting the iiitereftsof the Eaft India Company, and the manufaftories of the kingdom : but 
a fecond decree, which was publifhcdon the 17th of the fame month, levelled its prohibitions 
principally at the manufaftures and produce of Great Britain. 

All kinds of fadlery, hbfiery, woollen cloths, hardwares, all poliflied ftecl wares, (except tools 
and inftruments fit for arts and fcienccs) and alfo jll kinds of foreign cryllal and glafs, on 
pain of the faid goods being confifeated, and of being fined ten thoufand livres. An excep- 
tion is made for fuch as follow no trade, and who import the goods, w^ares, only for their 
own ufc and perfonal confumption, on payment of 30 per cent. duty. 

On the 8th of November in this year, a definitive treaty of peace took place between the 
Emperor of Germany and the States General, by w’hich the navigation of the river Scheldt, 
the grand objeft of the late war between thofe two powers, remains, with very little and im- 
material t'«riatton, in its former ftate. 

On the fame day a treaty of Ulliance was figned between his Moft Chriftian Majefty and the 
States General. By this treaty, the Chiiftian King and the States Ciencral proinife to con- 
tribute alt in their power to their refpeftive fccurity, and to preferve themfclvcs in tranquillity, 
peace, and neutrality, as alfo the aftual poflefiion of all their eftates, domains, franchifes and 
liberties, and to proteft each other from any hoftile attack in all parts of the w^orld ; and in 
order the more pbfitively to fix the extent of the guarantee witlv which i his Majefty has charged 
himfeif, It is exprefsly ftipulatcd, that it fhall comprehend the treaty of Munllcr of 1648, and 
of Aix4a^Cbapelle of 1748, except the derogations which the faid treaties have undergone, or 
may undergo in future. The contrafting parties engage to unite for the prefervation of peace, 
and in cafe either of them arc threatened with an attack, the other lhall ufe his good offices to 
prevent hoftiliiies : but if Utefaid good offices Ihall prove incfFeftual, his Chriftjan Majefty and 
their High Mightineffes engage fronti this time to affift each other both by fea and land ; for 
which purpofc, bis Chriftian Majefty ^hall furnilli the States General with iO,OPO infantry, 
2,000 cavalry, la fail of the line and 6 frigates; and their High Mightineffes, in cafe of a 
marine war, or in cafe his Majefty Ihadl meet with any hoftilitics by fen, ffiall furnifli 6 fliips 
of tltc line and 3 frigates ; and in cafe of an attack upon the French territory, the States Ge- 
neral Ihall furnifti their contingent of troops in money, at 10, oco Dutch florins per month 
for 1,000 infantry, and 30,000 florins per month for 1,000 cavalry ; the eftimate to be made 
on the footing of 5,000 infantry and i, coo cavalry. When a marine war ftiall be declared, in 

I which 
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J785 which neither of the pontrafting powers have any pait, they fliall mutually guarantee to each 
other the liberty of the feas, &c. 

On the figning the foregoing treaties, a memorial was prefeoted to the States by Sir James 
Ilairis, the Britilh plenipotentiary at the Hague, which concludes in tl»e following manner : 

Yet if your High Mightinedcs are of opinion, that, on account of the civil dilTenftons, 
wliich, for fome time, have unfortunately prevailed within the Republic, to bis Majefty’s 
great concern, the prefent time is ill foitrf to the fettling of the mutual interefes of both na- 
tions, an objeS ever prefent to bis Majefey, St is hoped, at Icaft, that your High Mightincflls, 
after fuch aftlirances from the Ring, and all his Majefty’s friendly difpofitions towards the Re- 
public, will think it fuitable to your wonted wifdom, not to be drawn in to accept of any en- 
gagements which might, at any time, betray you into a fyftcm, contrary to that rectitude which 
hath ever guided his Majefty, or, by making you fwerve fr^m the folid bafis of an independent 
neutrality, raife infeparable obfhclcs to the renewal of an alliance between the two poweis, 
when time and circumftances may prefent it to your High Mightineftes as a matter of neceility 
and mutual conveniciicy, &c.” 

On the fecond day of December in this year, John Temple, Efq. was received in tlie cha- 
rafter of Conful General of his Britannic Majefty by the Congrefs of America. 

The Ihip owners and others concerned in the coal trade, having, in the early part of this 
year, entered into a combination to enhance the price of coals, a common council was aftem- 
blcd, to whom the Lord Mayor ftated this Rtarming circumftance. It was in confequence re- 
commended to put the laws againft unlawful combinations into execution ; and application 
being made to the miniftry, an adveitifement appeared in the Gazette, with a declaration of 
his Majefty’s pardon, and a reward of aooL to any perfon Concerned in fuch eombintftion, 
who fhoutd difeover the abettors or promoters of the fame. At the fame time the followfog 
notice was fcrved on the coal buyers, coal faftors, &c. by Mr. Saxby, the Water BajUjff, Via* 
** The Lord Mayor being extremely anxious, tliat the inhabitants of the city and pi|is adja- 
cent may receive their ordinary fupply of coals, and that the perfons ufuatfy employ^ in the 
coal tnufe may no longer be kept out of employment, has direfted me to give imm«dial|n notice 
to the coal owners, faftors, and all others concerned in the coal trade, that unlefa ||e foips 
now in the river begin m unload their caigoes without fuitber delay, his lordfttip is jwepared 
and determined to carry intOfimmediatc effed the refolution of the Court of Common Council, 
and cattfe all perfons to be brought to tliat punUhtnent, which the common and ftatute laws 
of the realm have prepared for thofe who enter into combinations to obftruA the fate of that 
neceftiuy commodity, and enhance the ptice thereof, 

(Signed,) « william SAXlSY. 

July ** JSaiiijff' 0/ tbt City a/ Ltitdou,** 

An aeooOnt of the number of gallons coataioed in the ftills entemd and ufed hy diftiiten and 
reaiiwa in <he feveral coUeftioiiM in Enghwd and Wales, the loth of September, 

17S4, and the 5th of July, 1785, diftifl^ntfoif^ tedifters from diftillert, 

' NvMerafCMIm. ifttmlj^fa/Callans. 
CelUaiam. • . DifiUUrSf , 

Briftol, mm. mm mm dgiSdH / 

, Cambridge, —• -#• ^ t 18a 

Canterbury, •»- -#>• y ' 41a 

Owfter, , — — 149 

Cornwall* 
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. ■Coliefiiont, 

Cornwall, — * 

Derby, L. __ 

Donrafter, — . 

Eflcjc, — — 

'Exeter,' ■ — . ' ^ ^ 

Glottcefter, 

Hants, — _ 

Hertford, — 

Leeds, — . . _ . 

Litchiicid, ^ ^ 

Liverpool, — • ^ 

Manchcftcfj — 

Marlborough, — 

Horthumbcrland, — 

Norwich, — - «- 

Oxford, — - — 

Readii>g, — ' 

Rocheftcr, _ 

Saliibury, — . 

Salop, . — 

Sheffield, — . , 

Suffolk, — — 

Surry, — — 

Uxbridge, — . 

Wolverhampton, — . 

Worceftcr, — ^ 

York, ~ — 

T otal of the country, ~ 

Total of London, — 

Total of London and the country. 


Numier xf GalJous. 
DifiilUtt, 
,63,848 



3.347 


7 . *38 


■ 'u 


30,249 


5.587 

126,968 

96,909 

223,877 


601 

Number of Gall. 
Re&ifien. 
892 
192 

379 

998 

1,089 
2,1 18 
2,161 


3. ‘67 
630 

J,S 96 

1,165 

2tO 

828 

475 

>.077 

3.8*8 

583 

198 

306 

436 

5.045 

687 

1. 07 1' 

624 

57.2o8i- 

*02,643^ 

*59.85* 


Grand total 383,729 gallons, which, at a halfpenny per gallon, amounted to 799I. 8s. 8 'd 
An accouiit of the amount of the revenue arifing from the diftillcry in England, from tlic * ft 
of November, 1784, to the jtli of July, 1785. 

Cork Distillery. ^ *. 

In London and its environs, — > - _ 


• Briftol, 

— TewkCbury, — . • _ 

— Worcefter, — — — 

— Maidftone, — — — 

— Berwick, — — — 

Total amount of tlie revenue of the corn diftillcry, 
VoL. IV. ‘ 4 G 


14,566 5 
1,835 *0 
7.430 *o 
6,287 »9 
4 .» 3 * 5 


a. 

"m 
o 
o 
o 
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xl. 
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~ 34 .* 5 * 1 oj- 

314,040 o 7J- 
Melasses 
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Melassss Distillery. 
In London and its eavwens, 

— Briftol, •— — - • 


Brovght over, 


Total amouivtof the revenue arifing from the diftiliery in England, 
Total amount of the revenue ariltng from the diftiUery in Scotland, 
Amou^nt of the equalizing duty paid in England, ^ 

Amount of duty adually paid, — — 

The difimnce in the Hock on hand, on the ift of November, 1784, 
and the ift of November, 1785, was 2,700 tons, at 30I. per ton j which 
diflerence muft be confidered as pan of the confumption bf 1785, 

* Total, 


£■ 

S, 

d. 

314,040 

0 

7 i 

10,645 

0 

Si 

2 lb 

8 

oi 

3*4.895 

9 

l{- 

93 . 70 * 

12 

ti 

8,000 

0 

0 

4 * 6.597 

I 


51,000 

0 

0 

477.597 

2 

3 i 


An account of fugar and rum imported into England from Mardi 25, to Oftober 19,* in 
this year. 



Shi^, 

, Ch/lr of Sugar. 

Cajks of Rum. 

Jamaicap 

, . 132 * — - 

48,615 

» 4.743 

Antigaap 

30' — 

13,505 

529 

St* Kitt*s, 

30 

14,220 — — 

628 

BarbadoeSp 

18 _ 

7.»75 . — 

*33 

Granades, 

35 

11,841 — — - 

>.634 

Montfcrratp 

5 — — 

2,159 

58 

Ncvisp 

. 8 

3.974 ’ 

1 16 

Dominica^ 

9 — 

3,601 

14 

St. Vincent, 

lO • "• — — 

. 4,273 

25*» 

Tortola, 

. ■ 5 

, 2,110 — 

24 

Tobago, 

,6 •*— 

699 — 

54 

Totol, . 

288 

112,272 

18,184 


An authentic account of com ami grain exported from, and imported into England and 
Scotland this year. 


EXPOZitED, 


IMPORTED. 


1785. 

‘Britijh 

Foreign 

*785- 

partem* 

England. 


krs. 

England. 


Wheat, — 

65,213 

6,31a 

Wheat, — 

85,796 

Wbm Floiijc, 

59.564 

I16 

Wheat Flour, 

11.778 

Rye, — 

12,49a 

397 

Rye, — 

28,738 

Barley, — 

Malt, — 

58.427 

91.042 


Barley, — 

63,666 

Oats, — 

13.120 

1.605 

Oats, — 

281,018 

Oat>meal, — 

495 

33 

Oat<meal, —> 

4.431 

Beans, -~ 

6,323 

240 

Beans, — 

9.35s 

Beas, 

6,482 

4,399 

Pets, — 

Incltan corn. 

6,736 
— IS 

EXPORTEP. 
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EXFORrSD. 


IMPORTED. 

1785- 

Britijh 

Etreigft 

*785- 

^arttrs. 

Scotland. 


^s. 

Scotland. 


Wheat, — 

569 


Wheat. 

*5.277 

Whoi^ Flour, 
Bear, 

91 1 

4.770 


Wheat Flour, — • 

*\ 

Rye, — 

*74 

— 

Rye, ~ 


farley, — 

» *2,192 

■ 

Barley, — 

; 3.546 

C^ts, - 

4,940 

— 

Oats, ~ 

' 37.68 r 

Oatmeal, 

S.080 



Oatmeal, — 

50.958 

Peas and Beans, 

460 

WWW. 

Peas and Beans, 

722 

Malt, — 

4,678 

— 




The bounties on corn and grain exported from England in tlie courfe of this year,* amoun- 
ted to 22,465!. 178. oj^d. 

The drawbacks, during the fame period, were 207I. is. 6d. 

The amount of the bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, during tlic fame 
time, was 3,848!. 8«. lod. 

The duties on corn imported into England, was 6,249!. 155. 6d. ; and, in Scotland, they 
amounted to 1,1 19!. is. 8d. * 

The average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the fiandard Winchefter buflici, for 
this year, W||S as follows ' 

Wheat, 5$. ajd. ; rye, 3s. 6d. ; barley, 3s.; oats, as. i-Jd. ; beans, 3s. lod. 

The following arc tlie variations of the public funds daring this year, with the higlicft and 
lowclt prices arranged oppollte to each month. 


January, 

February, 

Marcli, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

J»iy. 

Auguft, 

Septemb. 

Odober, 

Novemb. 

Deeemb. 


ffamk 


4 ^ 


Long i 

Short 

InAm 



Sctilh 

$ Sea 


.Mv-a/ 


? per 

SiMA. 

ctH$, ; 

nduc 1 

cwJAt 

€gnt. 

eori^i 

Atm. i 
I??? 

Arm. 

Ann. 

177* 

StncL 

Am* 

Bomdf. 

SIm 

Stork 

Old 

Ann. 

175 » 

Nav 

BiUt 

Cent. 

N,tv 

cenU 

Strif 

ubt 

57 

Sbl 

— 

73l| 

*7i 

121 


5*1 

6d. 



— 

164 

891 

S7i 

-|55r 

S4l 

?— 


164 ' 

1 14 


_ 

I 

64 

544 

— 

> 4 ; 

881 

561 • 

**7i' 

57."' 

56 ! 

w-w 

7il( 

*7l 

121 

*3^1 

63 I 

3 

'554 

-w. 

>4l 

8 g 



.ssJ 

— 

7341 ‘7, 
73iii7 

12 



> 

64 

S5 1 

— 

*34 

881 ' 

WWW 

I 16 

S61 

SSi 

— 

12 

*33 


5 

55 4 

WWW 

16 


WWW : 


sH 

54« 

— 

734 

thi 

ii4 

*3* 


a 

-w 

554 

— 

>4l 

88 

_ 

**9t 

57t 

5Sr 

574 

73i 

w— 

7i 

laj 

>3*1 


3 

— 


WWW 

16 


_ 


54 J 
591 

7»r 

mmmm 

16 j 

114 



. 1 

— 



www^ 

12 

§8 

WWW ■ 

**7i 

581 

74i 

— 

18 

124 

*334 


s 

~ 


WWW 

10 

93 

WWW 

u. 8 t 


574 

73 

«ailw 

*7i 

12 ^: 

*334 


I 

— 


4WW. 

7 

91 

— 

571 

5»4 

74t 


*74 

i2i 

‘3Si 

534 

5 

— 

564 

— w 

7.4 

92 

— 


54 

S7t 

75| 

75t 

ww* 

*74 

*24 

*334 

S3 

1 

— 

564 

WWW. 

74 

9 * 

— w 

laoj- 

584 

m 

k 


*7S 

o4 

12 I 

laf 

*36 

132 

534 

6 

1 


661 

SbJ 



74 

H 

■9*1 

894 

WWW 

*23 

sjl- 

5*4 

foi 

— 

18 

*3 

>354 


10 p. 


S7ii 

~ 

5 

924 

— ( 


sH 

471 

7Sl 

•WWW 


;ia4; 

*35. 

— 

6 

w— 

574 i 

WWW 

4l 

— 

— 

I 23 t 

54 

if 

59-1 

79 


*81 

*34 

*434 

SSi 

22 

68; 

S9li 

— ' 

4 ! 

964 

354 

— 

1294 

111 

iH 

hi 


*8 

201 

?24 

*3*' 

*364 

*474 

WWW. 

*7 

I 27 


57i 

!£*’ 

— 

34 

4s- 

.WWW 

624 

594" 


w— I 

tSj 

I2l 

>5*4 

i*49l 


*3 

•WW. 

64 ; 

— 

3 



*37i 

M 

7«4 

88 


Jll 

«34 

— 

I 43 ' 

ww. 


34 

*r- 

WWW 


645 - 

^St 

82 | 



-W-. ' ' 

33 

«WW 

67 

— — i 

ai 

ww ^ 

' 

www 

142 

72 

73 i 

ooi 

WWW 

2*1 

|is6 

66 

45. 

— 

68 

2l 


W.4*, 

,.^i 

69 

691 

871 

wwes , 

V>i\ 

.«34i 

1 

— 

37 

WWW -! 

--- ' 

61 i 

2 * 

WWW ^ 

. — 1 
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10 

12 

4 

n 

5 
24 

18 

12 
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IMPORTS %nd EXPORTS, flrom CtiRtsTMAs 1784, (« Ch,&i»tm a s 

EXPO 

Africa, •— 4^*53 5 ^ |j 5^7, *9^ 

Canaries, ■ 4^57 sj *i I1 , 17*034 

’ 3a*'3^5 
97*7^f3 
*»*53»53^ 

1,173*^0$ 

35M44 

1,40 a, a 84 
31.S6B 


7>enmai;J( and Norway. 
Baft Country, 

Eaft Indies, 

Flanders, 

France, - 

Germany, - 

Holland, 

Irehind, 

Kte of Mao, 

Italyi 


Madtira, . 

Portugal, ; 

Ksiifta, — 

Spain, — - 

Gibraltar, — • 

Streights, 

S^veden, — - 

Turkey, ‘ — 

Greenland, , -r- 

Ifland of Alderney, — — — — 

Iftand of Guernfey, —— — ~ 

IHand of Jerfey, — — — ~ 

IHand of Saik, — ii— 

Canada, ■ ■ ' ~ 

Cape Breton, - — ■ 

Carolina, ■' ■■ ^ 

Florida, ,,.-1.— — 

Creorgia, ^ 

Hudloo's Bay, . 

New Kngland, 

Newfoundland, — 

New York, — 

Nova Scotia, 

Penofylvania, ' 

l^tid cifSt. John, Gulf of %. Laurence, 

Virginia Sc Maryland, i — 

Ao gull fa, — ~ 

Antigua, — — — 

Bahamas, •*— 

Barbadoes, — ^ 

Bermuda, , — — — 

Dominic:), 

Grenada, * —— 

Honduras Bay, — 

Ja^ica, , j- A* 

"MoittCisrrar, " — 

MUfquito Shore, » 

Nevis, " 8 1 ^ ; - “ ' 

St. Croix, — - 

St. Euftatius, ' ~ 

St. K.kr'8, ' — “ 

St. Lnm», 

styrfwmi\ ---i — . . — 

SL Vin^^ent’s, ' , —— 

Tobago,',. 

Tortdb, ■ - ' — 

Demerara, ' , 

St. Domingo, 

SUHnram^ v • ’ ■ ■ ^ •“ 

St* Mai rtn't, 

Cape prancois, , * — 

Haeannab, 

New Orleans, - ■ — — 

Buenos Ayrc?, ■ •— 

Northern Fiihety, 

Southern Fifhery, ~ 

Foreign coin, and hnUioii, 

PriM g^*, ■ ■ — 


48.S35 

4-4S7 

I »7»i7* 

48.1.485 

».703.94«> 

fta2,,368 

217,366 

559’*:? 
468,1 zt 
2,01 2, sKB 

8,389 

687,155- 
tfSpo 
428,064 
t, 606, 688 
69''7,7 i 2 
x,6f6 


12 

»5 

7 

*5 

*4 

17 

9 

*9 

6 

*S 

16 

12 

*9 

7 

a4 

9 


XI 

B 

8 

I 

z 

1 

X f 

jo 

6 


z 

I T 
t 
9 

I I 


203,765 15 


*49^959 


990 18 9 


257*9^7 
43BH4^ 9 

t9#f5| 16 

2,262,905 3 

44,055 6 

20,aH2 1 1 

88,213 6 


3x8,618 xo 
18,572 19 

*)5«4 7 

»57*»44 5 S 
40^775 *6 

85,876 t 


5 

■" 5 

5 

9 

10 


a 

3 

I 

5 

7 


7*7 »«> — 

*»5S4 * 5 

8,483 X2 II 


,178s. 

» T a* 
xo a 
19 2 

*5 4 

5 

*4 9 


5M**7« 

44^9 

798,204 

*?5*99* 

788,064 

86^207 

306,02^ 


tS 
t6 
If 
*» ' 

■■4 

6 

It 

*9 

.• . * 

13 

' 3 


6,1x8 

61,695 

XX9.13' 

/''i;647 

626,310 

6,629 

1*47 

6,838 



I »s 


*#583 


5 

X I 

1 { 

7 
9 

8 

10 

8 


6 

10 

9 


146,906 

1 

3 

t»»449 

, to 

4 

69,194 

1 2 

4 ' 

»iO,i94 

iS 

7 

74»5*3 

8 

XI 

2*609 

4 

9 

22 

*5 

— 

S' ‘ * 445*7 

6 

1 1 

3 **8*9 

*9 

S 

60,581 

X 

8 

*5>649 

I 

If 

*9;* 

14 

X x 

• r 

9 

5 ' 

54 


— 

It 1,45* 

*3 

' 

*67,384 

*4 

9 

228,070 

»5 

XO 

3 >o,J 9S 

3 

7 

18,096 

3 

3 

* 4.‘>3J 


to 

45*9»9 

»4 

7 

44.396 

4 

6 

1 1,270 

5 , 

' z \ 


10 

4 

56*647 

tf 

t % 

«»3*348 

5 

3 

‘>3>5?4 

it 

7 

>98.»»7 

6 

4 

61,671 

to 

9 

* 405,76* 

tx 


7,0*4- 

9 

to 

»<»7.34S 

9 

8 

57.7'>S 

' P 

5 

369,1(5 

8 

. 5 


mm*m 



«... ' 


443.580 

6 

2 • 

1,015., 102 

H 

3 

©,8*9 

*5 

6 




384.63 « 

7 

7 

**,463 

tz 


*4.'5® 

B 

t 

A 

3a.*35 

5 

4 


5 

a 

8 

**; ' 


10 

10 

3 

6 

9 

2 

X 

9 


54h43* 2 

3‘3 5 ® 

tS,4,A I* — 


34, ©7$ 17 


*“ i^oj 9 19 

65,, 560 13 6 

30,941 to — 



1785 ThefoUowing bilti relative to trade and commerce received the royal alleht In the conrfe 
of this ycar^’ 

A Wtl for confining, for a limited time, the trade between the ports of the United States of 
America, and his Majefty’s f\ibje&s in the illand of Newfoundland, to bread, fiour, and live 
floclc, to be imported in none hut Britifh built fhips, aflually belonging to Britifh fubjefls, 
and navigated according to law, clearing out from the ports of his Majefty’f European domi- 
lubns, aod furnilhed with a licence according to a form thereunto annexed. 

Refpe^hfg the commercial intercourfe between Great Britain and America. 

To repeal the duties impofed laft feflion on cotton ftuffs, &c. 

Refpe^ing the importation of goods from Tobago. 

To appoint commilTioners to enquire into the fees, gratuities, perquifites, and emoluments 
which arc, or have lately been, received in the fcveral public offices thcrcin'mcntioned ; to ex- 
amine into any abufes which may exift in the fame, and to report fuch obfervations as fhall 
occur to them for the better conducing and managing the bufinefs tranlafted in the faid 
offices. 

To repeal fo much of an aft of the laft feffion, as relates to the difiHla'tion, &c. of corn 
fpirits in the Highlands of Scotland. 

For funding the navy bills and* ordnance dehentuses. 

For preventing frauds in tins wool manufaftory in certain counties. 

For transferring certain duties from the commiflioners of excife and {lamps to the commii- 
fioners of the taxes. 

For the better fecuringthc duties on coal, culm and cinders. * 

For better examining and' auditing the public accounts.. 

For regulating infurances on Ihips, goods, &c. 

For regulating the ktiprifonment of debtors under profccution in the courts of confcicnce 
in London and the bills of mortality, and to abolifh the fees paid by them to gaolers, &c. 

Refpefting the raanufafturc and importation of cordage for ihipping. 

Refpefting the duties upon, and the importation of, Florence wine and oil ; alfo refpefting 
the exportation of wheat, Ac. to 6 ur fugar colonies, — the drawback, on tne exportation of 
'fnuff, -.“the permifllon to land Britilh plantation rum or fpirits before payment of the excife 
duties,— the prcmiunis upqp the importation of pitch, Ac. frorn Eall Florida^— the bounty 
upon the exportation of filk gauacs,— and the drawback upon the exportation of raw liik. 

Refpefting the duties impofed lafi felfion upon printed linens, Ac. and for laying duties on 
printed cotton {luffs, mu/lins, fuflriUis, velvets, and velverets. 

For further: pollponing the payment of two millions to the Bank. 

Refpefting the laws relative to fide, rock fait, foul fah for manure, Glauber or Epfom 

faIt8,''A<iiv ■ ■ ' *' 

Refpe^ing*Jkn:(^."wadi*, aqd .fpr the luord cfFeftually preventing mifehiefs by fire, and for 
the provifiom of Aus far as relates to manufaftories of pitch, Ac. through- 

’Feien^oragingstlibpBrfiiard ' 

To a«tlwri|e cemiti great officere of ftate to pay bounties granted by bis Majefty to perfens 
in low indigent circumfianccs. 

For the furtlttr entouragement of the Britifh filherics. 


To 



AH HISTORICAL AND CRROHOLOeiCA.I. DBDUCT(OH 

To prohibit the exportation to foreign parts of tobb, &c. employed in our itun ind fted 
ounufaftories, and to prevent the feducing the workmen to go at^d. 

To prohibitf for a limited time, tbe eiqpomtionof hay. • 

Sop FLICS granted by Parliament for thia year:— ■». d. 

For the navy, — — — MSJ.S®? *7 * 

For the army, — — . — «. 2,286,263 9 of 

For the ordnance,* — ‘ J9*|8S5 15 5 

Mifcellaneous fervioes, . — , '*,857,16^ o 10^ 

Deficiencies, — — — — i,ad8,7f3 >3 44 

Total Supplies, 9.2964300 15 lo^. 

♦ The Ways and Mcahs for raifiag the foregomg fopplies. *. 

Land tax and duty on malt, — — ; 2,750,000 o o 

Exchequer bills, — — — — 2,500,090 9 o 

To be applied out of die foiking fond, •»- — 702,539 16 

The amount of ftoppages, reipites, and other moniei* reaiatnii^ in 
the hands of the Paymafter General, .&c. — * 231,578 18 2 

By further Exchequer l»ll8, — - — 1,009,000 o o 

Overplus ofgraats for the ye|r 1784, — . — 3 

Further application out of die finking fund, — 2,297,460 3 io|- 

IvOttcry, — . — — ^ — 150.000 O 6 

Remaining in the Exchequer for the difptdal' of Parliamctkt, 238,918 t6 3 

Total of Ways and Mums, — . 9,936,^17101^ 

Total amount of Supplies granted, 9,296,300 15 to| 

Eucefs of Ways and Means, . . •» 649.368 1 11} 

The ctiarge of the faif and cjoadiing of the.mifitia for tbu year, tras xooM to he paidout of 
■the produce of the land ux,' . ■ v ,, . ■ ' . 

Tlienavy. viRoaUing, and traid|»ith 31 t, dated on or befoie the 30th of Juttc, lyBj, with 
the intei^ due tliereon to the ytb of July 1785, were in this year funded at,;tl» rate of 
ink 8s. flock, bearing 5 per cent, inttrefi for every idol, udfiiig fnnn pmuigpid ^d in- 
tereft of Uiefaid bills; and navy, 6tc. hsllt made out between thd 36th of June, 1783, and the 
tfo of January, 1785, with the iiuereft'Hdqe thereon, were.iimded on the like tec^e, except 
tliat foom thefe was tufted a fuiu at the rate of gs. per cent, mi the anmont piincipal 

. and intwreft of awry mamh iMstareca.ihe i|i di^ of Jojiy, 1783. day fuch 

bills were' madh o«c.> ^;,The .ftoick'fo.verifoe 4 ''jS'irrcd^^ uniiLAj.<)oo.oi^>3(^ thq^^public 
debt, either «f 3 or a fur cenL ahnnitim ibidl ha of paid «C iPrdi^iiiph iiahenthres, 

dated on or before the gift of Deceiibhi^, hfarring t]^ yata ff 4 per cent, per 

annum, flora the exphxncm of fifteen tbeii^data, at the 

vate of ml, 8s, fofok, bearing 5 per ceoi ..itHetefi for every lool. and <iriedmiiiid>W in like 
manner as the navy h^s* TJw the navy and qisdiiah^ 

'With 
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«» TH* or coMwmci. Sof 

4785 with lime other fisrvicei amounting to 4i3,oooL were to be provided by the follow 
ing taxes 

New Taxes* 

Male fewants, calculated to produce — 

Female fiwvants, ditto, ^ . 

Shops, ditto, — . _ 

Auoraiet, ditto, — - * 

Foft-borfes, ditto, * ■— — — 

Gloves, ditte, — • — ’ — 

Fawnhrokers, ditto,' •«- . _ 

Salt, by a new legulation, ditto, — 

Total of new taxes, — 




X, 

d. 


35.a» 

0 

0 


J4O9OOO 

0 

0 

■— 

. I^OO^OOO 

0 

0 

— 

aopooo 


0 

— • 

50,000 

0 

0 

— 

50,000 

0 

o- 

— , 

15,000 

0 

0 

■Mk 

► ia,ooo 

0 

0 


422,000 

0 

a 


An accowit of the chriftemogs and burials within the bills of mMtality in London, for 
this year. * " ^ 

Chriftencd, males 9,083 Buried, males 9,447 

females 8,834 -females 9,472 


» 7 > 9*9 


18,919- 


1786 The commencement of the fcffion of Parliamcht in this year took place on the 24* of 
January, which was opened, as ufual, by a fpecch from the throne; in which his Majefiy, 
after having mentioned the amicable conclufion to which the difputes that threaterted an inter * 
roptiosi tathe tranquillity of Europe had been brought^ the friendly difpofiiion of foreign 
powers towards this country, the exteniioii of trade, the improvement of the revenue, and the 
increafe of public credit, informed hisrPariiament that tltc refolutlons which they had laid be- 
fort him, as the bafw of an adjuftmtot of the commercial intcrcourfe between Great Britain 
and Ireland, had been, by liis direflion, recommended to the Parliament of that kingdom, 
but that no efie&ual ftep Irad hitherso been taken thereupon, whicli could enable them to make 
any further progrefs in that falutary work. He afterwards called the attention of the Houfe of 
Commons to the eftablilliment of a Axed plan for the redudion of the national debt ; a mea- 
fure which, he trolled, the flouriihing fiate of tlie revenue would be fufficient to. efieS, with 

fittle addition to dxc public burthens. He concluded with faying, that the vigour and refour- 
ces of the countfy, (q fully manifefted in its prefent Situation,, wmild encourage his Parliament 
to give their utmoft-attenfioii to every objc£l of national conosm, particularly to, the confide- 
ration of foch mcafurcs as naight be neceliary in order to pve furtlicr fecurity to the revenue, 
a;rd to promote and extend, as far a« poBiblc, the trade and general induftry of liis fubjeds.| ■ 
The nthufterjaad, vqry early in this feiBon, taken notice of that part of his Majelly’s fpecch 
whfehtdated to tlie nEceifity of providing for the diminution of the national debt: he had, at; 
the fame time, ;^vca the Hou& to tmderftand„ that fuch was die prefent ftourhhing condition, 
of dw mrehtie, that the annual national income would not only agual the annuad public dif- 
bufibrnitiatt^ but would leave a v«rv confidcrablc furplus ; this furplus he propofed to form< 
into a penmanentittn^. conftandy and invariably applied to the liqpid^on of the public 

debt.. 
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1786 debt. In purfuancc of this information to the Houfc, and in order to afeertain liic amount of 
the furplus ill queftion, Mr* Pitt» previous to his entciiug into the ftatc of the finances, or 
ways and means for the prefent year, moved, “ That the feverat accounts, and other papers 
prefented'that feffion relating to the public income and expenditure, be referred to the confide- 
ration of a felcff commiltee, and that tljc faid committee be direfe\td to examine and report to 
the Houfe what might be expc£lcd to be the annual amount of the income and expenditure in 
future ** 

This motion was unanimoufly agreed to ; and the feleft commiltee having* framed their 
report, laid it before the Houfe on the aift'of March. The Chancellor of the Kxchequer on 
the 29th, brought the conhderation of tlve national debt^ and his propofilion for tlic diminu- 
tion of ir, together with the fupplies and ways and means, formally before the Houfe. The 
committee prefaced their report with obferving, Tliat having proceeded to the confideration 
of (he matters i-efcrrcd to them by the Houfe, they had arranged fcveral papers relating thereto, 
under ditVin£\ heads, containing the different, articles of the public income and expenditure. 

“ 7 'hat before they entered oil the fii ft part of ibcir report, they thought it neceffary to 
premife, that they hacTconfined their examination to the prefent ftatc of the revenue, as it 
appeared either from tlie amount affually received in the periods nicationed in the papers re- 
ferred to tlicni, or from the heft eftimares which they could form of the produce of fucli aiti- 
cles as had not been brought to acedunt in tbofe periods, but compofc, ueverthdefs, a part of 
ihe prefent income of the public. The large amount of the taxes impofed fiiicc the com- 
mencement of the laic war, in addition to the then fubfifting revenue, the difJicultics under 
which the different branches of our cortimcrce laboured during the continuance of that war, 
and the great cncrcafing prevalence of fmuggling previous to the mcafures which had been re** 
ccntly adopted for its fupprcffion, appeared to. them to render any averages of the amount of 
the revenue in former periods, in a great degree, inapplicable to the prefent fituation of the 
country i nor did they think themlelves competent to the difculfion of tlie various contingen- 
cies wliich might in future operate to the increafe or diminution of the public income : a re- 
venue fo complicated in its nature, and dependiif^g fo mucli on tlie various brandies of an ex- 
tenfivc commerce, mud always be liable to temporary flu£luations, even although nocircum- 
ftanccs fhould arife to occafton any permanent alteration in its produce; that they bad there- 
fore fudged it proper to fubmit to the wifdom of the Houfe fucli an extenfivc confidcration, 
audio ftatc in their report the prefent amount of the public income, as rcfulcing from the 
papers before them. 

making ail the neceflary dcduftion'^s,” the feveral articles of the public receipt and ex- 
penditure, from Michaelmas 1784 to Michadmas 1785, and* from January 1785 to January 
* 1786, ftood in the report as follows ^ * 

JF'rtfm A'f/ch, I'romyan. 

RECEIPT. to M'iih. 1785. 

7'otal net payments into the Exchequer, after dedufling , £• 

the re fpited duties paid by the Eaft I ndia Company » and ♦ 

the excefs of the future amount of window duties, 1 1,874,213 12,042,697 

f urther produce of window duty impofed by IjtkGeo. li. 380 , 00 ^S 3 >S 34 

Further pr:jduce of ♦duty on two and four-wheel carriages, 5ih28i 107,186 

I’o complete the former duty on male fervants, — 26,803 42,444 

Carried forward, ^2,340, 3 53 i2,445>86i 
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Brought over, ;6'- * 2 . 340.353 12,445,861 


Further produce of duties on horfes, waggons, and carts, '56,829 73,6*0 

Further produce of taxes in 1784, ~ 103,000 22,000 

Further produce of taxes impofed irt 1785, including the 

improvement of the medicine d»^, — *265,000 242,000 

Paid at the excife and alienAion office, in part of civil lift, 14,000 14,000 

Produce of the land and Uialt taxes, — — ■ 2,600,000 2,600,000 


Totals of Receipt, ' ,C* *5*379»*82 
EJCPMNDJTURE. 


Intercft and cliargcs of tUp public debts, 

£• 9 >^ 7 S> 7 ^ 

Exchequer billsi 

258,000 

Civil lift, •— 

qoojooo 

Cliargcs on aggregate fund, ~ 

64,600 

Navy, — A— , — 

1,800,000 

Ordnance, — ~ 

348.000 

Army, — ~ -t- 

1,600,000 

Miiitia, — . — 

,91,000 

Mlfcellancotts fervkcs, — . 

74.274 

Appropriated duties, — — 

66,538 


Totals of Expenditure, -——^^.14,478,181 


.C- *5.397.47* 


;C. 14,478,181 


Annual Surplus, ,^.901,001 ,^.919,290 

This account of the puWic receipts for two years, may, at this time, be confidcred as the 
annual income of this Country, and upon the true ftatement of which there is every reafon to 
rely. There is a fmatl difference in the two ftatemeots of about ao.oool. in the two terms ; 
which, however, can be of no eonfcquCncc to the general objeft for which they were made.— 
In Ihort, from the report of the committee, the regulations that hai-e been made to crufli 
clandeftinc trade, and other racafures in agitation to reprefs the frauds on the revenue, it 
might be faid, with truth, that the nation poffeffed an incrcafmg annual income of 15,000,000!. 
and upwards, which might be confidently relied on as pofleffing a fund for an annual diminu- 
tion of the national debt. 

As to the aunuil expenditure of the nation, which the committee plated to amount to up- 
wards of 14,000,0(501. there is great part of the particular items of which this fum is made up, 
that the committee omitted to mention, becaufc'tlie fums charged have been previoufly ftated 
by a£l of Parliament. Thefc they confider as permanent cxpences, and, therefore, diftinguifti 
them from what k ftufUuating. In tlie former defeription they include the intercll of the na- 
tioliai debt, the Exchequer bilU, civil lift» charges on tlic aggregate fund, and the appropri- 
ated duties, the whole of which diyifion amounts to 10,564,000!. and upwards. 

The ipther dais of expenecs includes .the difierent eftabiifhnients for the defence of the 
nation,— as the army, the navy, the ordnance, and the militia, &c.— Tliere may be extraor- 
dinary charges for theft; purpofes ; but in the profent eftijnate, the committee ftated the ex- 
pcnce only tliat milft be occafioned fay a peace eftablilhmcnt, which they have done on a very 
enlarged and liberal fcale. 

VoL. IV. ’ 4 H . Thgy 
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17S6 They allow for tJie navy, during peace, 18,000 men, which is beyond former peace eilab* 
liihments, anil for tills tiiey let apart the fum of i,8oo,oooI. It ninft be obicrved, however, 
tijat the committee do not Itate w hat ought to be the expcnce' of our navy, but only what, 
aRcr the deduction ofali other cxpcnccs, would rcmaiti as a lurplus ; it was accordingly ibcir 
buhnefs to lute every tUi.ng on tiic largcft pofiiblc fluting. They have talvca the army upon 
the fame mode of reafoning, and allow for the charge of it i*,6c)0,oooh The oiJnance alfo is 
ilated largely, though it will not, probably, fuffer any deduflion ; as it wms found that \vc 
were very deficient in that branch of warlike preparation at tlie beginning of the laft war ; it 
would, therefore, be extremely Imprudent to run a fiinilar rilk in future. 

I'he mifcellaneous fcrviccs arc Hated upon a liberal average of fcveral preceding years. They 
have arifen chkfiy from addicflcs of Parliament to the King for particular grants, and alfo from 
the cftablilhments of our colonics abroad, and from bills of exchange drawn by their gover- 
nors upon the Treafury ; thefe fervices areftateJ at 74,000!. — Deducing, therefore, the whole 
expenditure from the annual income, there remains a furplus of 900,000!. 

Such is the fum which remained to be applied to the purpofc of dccreafing the national debt ; 
but as the fund for that end was propofed to be a million annually, the miniftcr mentioned his 
dehgn of moving for certain taxes to make up the deficiency. 

But though the amount of the expenditure, as Rated in the report, with rcfpe£l to the navy, 
army, and ordnance, was large and ample, as calculated for times of peace, and as they were 
to ftand in future, yet it fell infinitely Ihort of what was theaftual cxpcnJilprw^ for thofe eftab- 
lilhments for the picfcnt year, or what would be fo for two or iluce years to come, d'hc 
cfFcfts of the late expenfivc war would be naturally felt for fome time longer, aixd the nccefliiry 
claims it liad left on the public purfc, were fuch as muft meet with a compliance. 7 'hus, for 
infiance, the naval half-pay and penfioulifts were unavoidably much incrcafed, and a number 
of fhips which were now on the flocks, were to be completed ; fo that the allowance for tlic 
navy, which, according to the report, was no more than i,8oo,oool. amounts, in the prefent 
year, to 2,400,000!. In the fame manner, the excccdings of the army, arifing from the fame 
enormous increafe of the half-pay and penfion lifts, an^ounted to 260,000!. over and above 
the fum allowed for that fervice in the report. Thefe cxcecdings, however, from their very 
nature, would gradually dimihilb, and, in time, be" reduced to uotlnng. Suppofing them, 
therefore, to laft four years, fuch were the extraordinary rcfources of this country, tJut an 
adequate provifion could be found, rViibout laying any frefh burthens on the people. The 
furpluftes of the fcveral funds, and the army favings, — the arrears ftill due from paymatlcrs, — 
a lottery, if nccefiary, — balance due from the Eafl India Company for the fubfifience of troops 
in India, and of viftualling the navy, — the unclaimed dividends in the funds, -^thc fair of 
crown lands,— 'the increafe of the cuftoms, aiifk^g (tom the fupprefRon of fmuggling,— other 
regulations at this time in agitation relative to the revenues, — and a plan under confideration 
for the confolidation of the cuftoms, formed a mafs of rcfources fully equal to the excccdings 
cf our cftabliftimcnts already mentioned, if hot rooredian fufficient to difeharge them. 

For the purpofc of enfuring the due application of this finking fund of j,coo,oooL per an- 
num to its defliued objcfl, it w’as propofed to. veil in a certain number of cominiffioncrs the 
full pow'cr of difpofing of it in the purchafe of ftock for the public in their own names : the 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Mafter of the Rolls, 
the Governor and Deputy-goveVnor of the Bank of Etjgland, and the Accountant-general ot 
, the High Court of Chancery, were propofed as the commifliohcrs, who fltould receive the an- 
nual 
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1786 nual million by quarterly paymeats of 250,000!. to be iiTucJ out of the Exchequer, before any 
other money, except the iatcreft of the national debt. By thefe provifioiA, the fund would 
be Iccurcd, and no deficiencies in the national revenues could affeft it, as all fucU were in- 
tended to be feparately provided for by Parliatncnt. According to thefe calculations it appears, 
that the accumulated compound intercfl on a million yearly, toj;^ethcr with the annuities that 
w’ill fall into that fund, will, in 28 years, amount to fuch a fum as will leave a furplus of four 
millions annually, to be applied, if ncccllary, to the exigencies of the ftate. 

From the rcafonings and fiatements cmp'loycd by the Chancellor of the Exchequer on this 
important occafion, it was evident, firft, that the yearly income of the fiatc exceeded the per- 
manent level of its expcndltuic, by a fum of 900,000!. ; fecondly, that this fum would be in- 
creafed to i,oco,oool. by means in no wife burihenfome to tlie people j thirdly, that although 
the prefent eflablifliment exceeded, in certain inflances, the lame eflablilhmcnts as flarrd in 
the report oi the felcA committee, yet there were ample rcfourccs and contingent and our- 
fianding receipts fufficient to overbalance fuch cxccifes, vvkhout having rccourfc to any frefli 
taxes ; and, lafily, that the ways and means for the prefent year w^ould be fufficient to furnifli 
tlic ftipplies, together with the fum*of 250,000!. to be applied quarterly towards the cflablilli- 
ment of the new' fund ; and, after all, would leave a confidcrable balance to be carried to the 
next year. On thefe grounds, Mr. Pitt moved, ** That the fum of t,oco,oooI. be annually 
granted to certain coinniifiioncrs, to be by them applie<l to the purchafe of ftocks, towards dil- 
charging the public debt of'this country i which money fhall arife out of the furpluilcs, ex- 
cedes, and overplus monies compofing the fund commonly called the finking fund.’* — Thu 
policy ofniaking the income of the flate fo far exceed its expenditure as to leave a confidcrable 
furplus towards the liquidation of the public debt, was univerfally acknowledged ; and ilie 
inoiion was accordingly carried in the affirmative without a divifion. 

Some ohjc£lions were however made, on the part of oppofition, to the propofed plan, n> 
fpeding the mode of accornpliffiing it, and the fallacy of the calculations ; but thefe objections 
were over-ruled, and the bill at lerigth received the royal afient, and promifes to anfwcr, to 
the utmoft extent, the patriotic defign of the miniftcr who propofed it. 

As it was a vcr^principal objed of the mcafurcs of the prefent feffion to extend and feciire 
to Great Britain the bieflings of peace, the melioration of her revenues, and the improvement 
of her commerce, we ffiall juft mention fuch as were intended to promote thefe great views, 
and particularly to give ftrength and permanence to our commerce. 

The firft of them confifted of a bill, which wasT^jrought fox'ward by Mr. Charles Jenkinion, 
fi nee created Lord Hawkefbury, for the further increafe ar>d, encouragement of our Ihipping 
and navigation, and to prevent the frauds by which former regulations were fuppofed to have 
been evaded* It is well known that the navigation laws of Great Britain are in dired oppofi- 
tion to the abftrad and philofophical ideas that have been entertained in behalf of free trade ; 

.. and it is not Icfs notorious that tlicy arc an objed of extreme attaclimcni, and a fourcc of.high 
popularity among the fubjeds of the Britifti realm ; and in order to ftrengthen their operations, 
this bill cnads, that, in JFuturc, no ffiips lltould be deemed Britifh-buik that were not aduartly 
built in Great Britain or her dominions : it alfo extended and regulated the mode of regifter 
upon that fabjed> as well as raiicd to an higher amount what was called the alien’s duty, ini- 
pofing it on the Americans, who were very jufily confidcred as no longer cniitltd to an 
exemption fi om it. 
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Several other mcafures, founded upon that fyftem of monopoly and national preference 
which forni the fpirlt of the navigation laws, were brought forward in this fcffion by the fame 
gentleman. The a£ls of Parliament by which bounties were given to the filheries of New- 
foundland, Greenland, and the South Sea, being on the point of expiring, it was intended, 
with fome variation, to perpetuate thefe meafures. In moving for the bill for increafing the 
lilhery of Newfoundland, Mr, Jenkinfon explained to the Houfc of Commons the principle 
upon which that fifhery ought to be conduced* It was eflential to preferve it entirely a Bri- 
tifh fifhefry ; and this could be only done by (Ttonfaiing it to Britiflu fliips, navigated from Great 
Britain, and by preventing any permanent fettlement from being made on the ifland of New- 
foundland. The obvious confequence of fuch a fettlement would be, as it happened in New 
England, that the colony would take the filhery into its own hands, and they would thereby 
be ultimately and perpetually loft to this country. He faggefted various provifions to remedy 
this inconvenience, and particularly that the ftages, curing boufes, &c. on the ifland fhouid 
be no longer the property of tjiofe who might have erefted them than while they employ them 
in the bullnefs of the fifhery ; and that, if left, they fliould become liable to be occupied by 
thofe who arrived firft at the time of the enfuing feafon. 

With refpeft to the Greenland filhery, the defi^ of Mr. Jcitkinfon was to reduce t!ic 
bounty from 40s. which was then ^iven,' to 30s. He ftated, that the fums which this coun- 
try had paid in bounties for the Greenland fiflicry amounted to 1,365,461!. ; that, in the lail 
year, we had paid 94,858!. ; and that, from the confequent reduction of the price of the lilh, 
the public, at prefent, paid 60 per cent, upon every cargo. In the Greenland .filhery there 
were employed 6,000 fcamen, and thefe fcamcn coft government .13I. los. per man per annum, 
tliough we were never able to obtain more than 50D of that number to ferve on board our llsips 
of war. Bcfidcs, the vaft encouragement given to the trade had occalioncd fuch a glut in the 
market, that it was found neceflary to export confiderable quantities ; and thus we paid a large 
iliarc of the purchafe-money for foreign nations, as well as for our own pboplc, belides 
fupplyiug them with the materials of fevcral important manufaflurcs. This proportion was 
oppofed by fcvcral refpeilablc members of JParliamcnt, but was finally carried. 

I'he. affairs of the Eaft India Company engrofled no inconfiderable attention in the courfc 
of the prefent feffion, and ftVcral bills were palled for the furtlier government of the Britiih 
territories and regulation of affairs in the Eaft Indies. 

A confiderable portion of the latter part of this feifion was aJfo given to the proda£iion of 
diarges againft Warren Haftings, Efq.’tate govemor-gencral of Bengal, and to the hearing of 
his defence. Two of thefe charges were regularly debated ; the one concerning bis condu(ft in 
the Rohilla war, in which he was acquitted of criminality j and the otlier refpe6ting the depc- 
fition of the Rajah of Benares, which was declared to contain matter of impeachment againft 
h im. The fucceeding charges were poftponed to another feftien. • 

On the iith ofjnly, his Majcfty.pdtpn end to this feffiba bya ipcech from the throne; 
in which he obferved, tliat he could not difoiifs his Parliament without exprelfing the particu- 
lar fatisfadipn with whicA 4 ic had obferved their diligent attention to the public bufineft, and 
the meafures they had adopted for improving the refources Of the country. ' Aftot thanking 
the Houfe of Commons for the provifion they bad made for difohargtng the incumbrances of 
the civil lift, and mentioning the plan for tlie redulftion of the national debt in terms of high 
approbation, he added, that the happy e^fls of peace had already appeared in the extenfion 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 6l7 

A. P. ^ 

« 

1786 of tlic national commerce, and tlut no meafure fhould be wanting, on bis part, wlilch could 
tend to confirm thefc advantages, and to give additional encouragement to tlie manufaftures 
and indullry of his people. 

On the 7 th of May, a treaty of alliance and commerce, which had been figned the prece- 
ding year by the plcnipotentia'ricS of the King of Pi ulBa and the United States of America, at 
the courts of the Hague, London, and Paris, was ratified, in due form, by the American 
Oongrels. This treaty is to be in force for ten years from the exchange of ratifications. 

On the 24th of July, a convention was figned at Loudon between his Britannic Majefly 
and the King of Spain ; the oi»je£l of which is, the fettkments, boundaries, aitd trade of the 
Mufquito coafts, Ac. The principal articles arc as follow 

“ Article L His Britannic Majefty’s fubjefts, and the other colonifts who have hitherto 
enjoyed the proteflion of England, fliall evacuate the country of the Mufquitos, as well as the 
continent in general, and the illands adjacent, without exception, fiiuated beyond the line 
deferibad in thcfecond article, as what ought to be tlic frontier of the extent of territory 
granted by his Catholic Majefty to the Englilh, for the ufes fpecilied in the third article of tho 
prefent convention, and in addition to the country already granted tirem in virtue of the fiipu- 
lations agreed upon by the commillioners of the two crowns in 1783. 

“ IT. It is agreed that the Engliflt line, beginning from the lea, fiia!! take tlie centre of 
the river Sibun or Jabon, and continue up to the fijurce of the faid river ; from thence it ftiall 
crofs, in a ftraight line, the intermediate land, till it intcrfcfls the river Wallis ; and by tlic 
centre of the lame river the faid line fhall defeend to the point where it will meet the line r.l- 
leady fettled and mat ked out by the commitParies of the two crowns in 1783; which limit;', 
following the continuation of the faid line, fliall be obferved as formerly fiipulatcd by the de- 
finitive treaty. 

“ III. Britilh fubjeffs arc permitted to cut all otlter wood, as well as logw'ood, not e.x- 
cepting mahogany ; and to gather and carry away the fruits and produce of the earth in their 
natural and uncultivated ftatc ; and .allb to ufc faw-niills for cutting or otherwife preparing 
the wood. 

IV. and V. The Englilh are permitted to occupy the fmall ifland known by the names 
ofCaflina, St. George’s Key, or Cayo Cafliua, in confidcration of the circumftancc of Uiat 
part of the coafts oppofite to tlic faid illand licing looked upon as fubjeft to dangerous difor- 
ders. They are alfo allowed the liberty of refitting their merchant fliips in the fopthern tii- 
anglc included between the point Cayo Cafliua and the clufter of fmall iflands which arc iitu- 
ated oppofite to that part of the coaft occupied by the cutters, at the diftance of cigiit leagues 
from the river Wallis, feven from Cayo Caffina, and three from the river Sibun, a place 
which has been always found to be well adapted to that purpofe. But no fortifications or 
military works are.to be confttufl^d in thefe places, nor any ftiips of war to be ftationed there* 

“ VI, Th* Englilh ate allowed to fiflv on the coaft of the country affigned to them by tlic 
laft treaty of peace, as alfo of that which is added to them by the prefent convetuion, &c. 

** VIII. It is agreed, that, if in courfc of time, the Englilh Ihould be in want of dying 
wood or .mahogany, with which the Spanilh poflTcirions might be provided, the Spanilh govern- 
ment fhall make no difficulty to fumilh a fupply to the Englilh at a fair and reafonablc price. 

The other articles contain fisvcral fubordinate rt^ulations concerning formalities, &e. be- 
tween the officers and fubjefts of the two powers. 
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I7fc!6 Oil tlic 26th of September, the following treaty of commerce and navigation between his 
Britannic Majefty and the Mofl Chriftian King, was ligned at Verfailks* The novelty as 
well as importance of this treaty, and tiic advantages it |M'omifcs to the dominions of Great 
Biitain, induces us to infcit it in all its form and extent. ^ 

Trkaty u/CoMMKRCi: and NA\MG.VTfON Ih'iwcn his Britannic Majcfly and the Afojl 
Chrillian King, Jtgned at FerfaUIcs^ the of 17B6 ; as puhlljhvd by authority. 

His Britannic IVIajcfty, and his Mod Chrillian Majcfly, being equally animated with the 
defire not only of confolidating the good harmony which aftually fubfifls between them, but 
alfo of extending the happy ciTefls thereof to their refpeftive fuhjcfts, liave thought that the 
mod efficacious means for attaining thofe ohjc<fls, conformably to the 181I1 article of the treaty 
of peace, figned the 6th of September, 1783, would be to adopt a fydem of commerce on the 
bafis of reciprocity and mutual convenience ; which, by ^dii'continuing the prohibitions and 
prohibitory duties which have cxifted for alinofl a century between the two iiations, might 
procure the mod foiid advantages, on both Cdes, to the national productions and indudry, 
and put an end to contraband trade, no Icfs injuiious to the public revenue than to that law- 
ful commerce which is alone entitied to protc6lion : for this end, their faid Majedies have 
named for their commidaries and plenipotentiaries, to wit, the King of Great Britain, Wil- 
liam Eden, Efq. privy counfcllor in Great Britain and Ireland, member of the Britilh Parlia- 
ment, and his envoy extraordiriary and mlnifter plenipotentiary to his Mod Clnidian Majefty ; 
and the Mod Chriftiari King, the Skur Jofepli Mathias Gerard dc Rayneval, knight, conn- 
. feilor of date, knight of the royal order of Charles HI. ; who, after having exchanged their 
refpeftivc full powers, have agreed upon the following articles : — 

“ Article L It is agreed and concluded between the Mod Serene and Mod Potent King of 
Great Britain, and the Mod Serene and Mod Potent the Mod Chridian King, that there fhall 
be a reciprocal and entirely perfeft liberty of navigation and commerce between the fubjcfls of 
each party, in all and every the kingdoms, dates, provinces, and territories fubjciEI to their 
Majedies in Europe, for ail and iingular kinds of goods, in thofe upon the conditions, 

and in fuch manner and form as is fettled and adjuded an the following articles. 

II. For the future fccurity of commerce and friendihip between the fubjcfls of their faid 
Majedies, and to the cud that this good corrcfpondcncc may be preferved from all interruption 
and didurbance, it is concluded and agreed, that if, at any time, there fhoukl arid any mif- 
underdanding, breach of fiicndffiip, or rupture between the crowns of their Majedies, which 
God forbid ! (which rupture fhall not be deemed to exld until the recalling or fending home 
of the relpeflive ambaffkdors or miniders) the fubje£|:s of each of the two parties refuiing in 
the dominions cf the other, lliail have the privilege of remaining and continuing their trade 
therein, without any manner of didurbance, fo long as they behave peaceably, and commit 
no offence againd the laws and ordinances ^ and in cak their condu£l Ihould render them fui- 
pefted, and the rcfpcaivc governments Ibould be obliged to order them to remove, the term 
of twelve months dial! be allowed |bem for that purpofe, in order that they may remove, with 
their effefts and property, whether entruded to individuals or to the date. At the fame time 
it is to be underftood, that this favour is not to be extended to thoie who diali aS contrary 
to the edabliffied laws. 

III, It is hkewife agreed and concluded, that tlie fuhjcfts and inhabkailts of the king- 
doms, provinces, and dominions of their Majedies, fhall cxcrcife no afls of hoflHiry or vio- 
lence againd each otlier, either by fca or by knd, or in rivers, dreams, ports, or havens, 

2 . under 
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1786 under any colour or pretence whatfoever ; fo that the fubjcih of eitlier party (Iiall receive no 
patent, coramiflion, or iuilruftion for arming and afting .at fca aa privateer?:, nor Icitcrs of 
. repriial, as they arc called, from any princes or ftates, enemies to the other partv ; nor 
by virtue, or under colour of fuch patents, comniiifions, or rcprifils,#lball they difturb, 
infcll, or any way prejudice or damage the aforeiaid luhjcfls and Inhabitants of the King 
of Great ihitain, or of the Moll Chrittian King ; ucitlicr Ihall tlicy arm fiiips in fucli 
manner as is above faid, or go out to lea therewith. To which end, as often as it is required 
by either party, ftrift and exprefs prohibitions lhall be renewed and publilhed in ail the terri- 
rituries, countries, »nd dominions of each party wherefoever, that no one lhall in any wife 
ufc fucli commiihons or letters ol rcjijrifal, under the Icvcreft punilhmcnt that can be inlllftcd 
on the tianhp tailors, belklcs being liable to make full reflltution and farisfaftion to thofe to 
to whom they have done any damage; ncithc/ fliall any letters of rcpiifal be hereafter granted 
by either ot the liigh contracting parties to the prejuJife or detrifnent of the other, except only 
in luch aafe wherem juft ice is denied or delayed ; which denial or delay of juftlce fliall not be 
ivgarJed as veritied, unlel's the petitions of the perfon who defines t!ie faid letters of rcprifal, 
lhall be communicated to the miniiler reading there on the part of the Prince againft wiioie 
ftihjefts they are to be granted; that within the fpacc of four months, or fooner, if poftiblc, 
he may panifeft the contrary, or procar<y:hc fatisfafl^ou which may be juftly due. 

“ IV. The fulbcfls and inhabitants of the rcfpeflivc dominions of the two Sovereierns 
fiiall have liberty, freely and fecurely, without licence or palTport, general or fpecial, by land 
or by fca> or any other way, to enter into the kingdoms, dominions, provinces, countries, 
iiland?, citics/villagcs, towns, walled or unwalltJ, fortified or unfortified, ports, or terri- 
tories whatfdevcr, of either. Sovercigfts, fituated in Europe, and to retuni from thence, re- 
main there, or to pafs through the fame, and therein to buy and purcliafe, as they plcaib, all 
things nccclTHry for their fubliftencc and nfe, and they lhall mutually be treated with all kind- 
nefs and favour Proyided, however, that in all thefe matters, they behave and conduct 
thcmiVlvcs conformably to the laws and ftatutes, and live with each other in a friendly and 
peaceable inanner, and promote reciprocal concord, by maintaining a mutual good utnJer- 
ilanding. 

V. The (ubjecls of each of their laid Maieilics may have leave rmd licence to come wirb 
tlicir Ihips, as alfo vvltlj ihv merchandizes and ^oods on board the lames the trade atuJ inrpoi- 
tation whereof arc not prohibited by the laws cd either kingdoms, and to chter into the coun- 
tries, domlni<»ns, cities, poits, places, and rivers of either partv, finint' d in Europe, to rcioit 
tl.crcto, and to remain and icilde there, wiihont any lirnitiUion or time; :iho u> Lire Iiouics, 
01 to lodge with other pc iiims, and to buy all lawdul kinds of meu;)jandizcs, where liicy dmiK 
fit, tithcr from the firil maker or the feller, or in any other manner, whctiier in the public mar- 
keT lor the U\k of merebaudi/.rs, or in fairs, or wherever fucli merchandizes are inaiibfaftared 
Ol' fold. I'lu'y may likewife depofit and keep in their maga/dnes an j waiehoufrs the nrefcluu- 
di/rs biouglu from other parts, and afterwards expoie the fame to iaie, withoiu beijig in any 
Wife obi ged, unicfs willingly ntul of their own accord, to bring the irud merchandizes to the 
nntrts and fails* Neither arc they to be burlljcned with any impofiiions or dunes oa accouiu 
of il;c faid freedom of trade, or for any other caufe wdiatfoever, except thoie which arc to be 
jia'id for their (hips and merchandizes, confunuably to the rcgulanotis of ihe prei'ent ueaty, or 
thole, to which the fubicCls of the two contiading parties fludi themfelves Lc iublc. Ari..i tnry 
lhall have free leave to remove theiuiclve.Sj as allb their wives, childrcii. and Icrvant c tc-cefLo' 
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1786 with their merchandizes, property, goods, or cfTcfts, whether bought or imported, wherever 
they fhall think fit, out of either kingdom, by land and by fca, on the rivers and hcfii waters, 
after difeharging the ufual duties ; any law, privilege, grant, immunities, or cufloms, to the 
contrary thcMof in any wife notwithftanding. In matters of religion, the fubjefts of the two 
Clowns fhall enjoy perfeft liberty: — they fhall not be compelled to attend divine fervice, 
whether in tlic churches or clfcwbcre ; but, on the contrary, they fhall be permitted, without 
nioleflation, to perform the excrcifes of their religion privately, in their own houfes, and in 
their own way. Liberty fhall not be refttfe^ to bury the fubjeSs of either kingdom who die 
in the territories of the other, in convenient places to be appomted for that purpofe ; nor fhail 
the funerals or fepulchres of the deceafed be in any v^ife difturbed. The laws and ftatutes of 
each kingdom fhall remain in full force and vigour, and fhall bwduly put,, in execution, whe- 
ther they relate to commerce and navigation, or to any other tight, thofe cafes only excepted, 
concerning which it is ofherwife determined in the articles of this prefent treaty. 

VI. The two high conttadling parties have thought proper to fettle the dudes on certain 
goods and merchandizes, in order to fix invariably the footing on which the trade therein fliall 
be ellablilhed between the two nations : in confequence of which, they have agreed upon the 
following tariff, viz. 

** ift. The wines of France, imported direHl’iy from France into Great Brimin, fliall, in 
no cafe, pay any higher duties than thofe which the wines of Portugal now pay. 

“ The wines of France, imported dircftly from France into Ireland, fhail pay no higher 
duties than thofe which they now pay, 

*’ 2d. The vinegari of France, i^ftead of fixty-feven pauifds five (hillings arid three-pcncc 
and twelve-twentieths of a penny ftcriing, per ton, which they now pay, fliall nbt, for the fu- 
ture, pay in Great Britain, any higher duties than thirty-two pounds eighteen (hillings and 
ten-pence, and fixtech-twenticths of a' penny fterling per ton. ^ 

“ 3d. The brandies of France, inflead of nine (hillings and fix- pence and twelve.stwenticths 
of a penny ftcriing, fhall, for the future, pay in Great Britain, only feven (hillings flerling 
per gallon, making four quarts, Englifh meafurc. " 

“ 4th. Oil of olives, coming direftjy from France, fliall, for the future, pay no higher 
duties than arc flow paid for thp fiimc from the moft favoured nations. . 

“5th. Beer fhall pay reciprocally a du^ of •thirty per cent, 

“ 6th. The duties on hardware, cuflery, cabinet-ware, turnery, and aHb all works, both 
heavy arid light, of iron, (beet, copper, and brafs, fliall be cUfled ; and the higheft doty fhall 
jiot exceed ten per cent, ad vaUrem, , • 

" ydi.. All forts of cottons manufsAured in the donthnohs of the two'fover^igns in Europe, 
and alfo woollens, whether knit of wove, indudihg Ifofiefy, (hall pi^, in both countries, a'' 
import doty of 1 2 pet cent, ad valorem ; all manufadbutes of co^on or wool, mixed with (ilk 
extepted, which fhall remain prohibited on both fi&ss. 

“ 8th. Cambrics and lawns (hall pay* in both ^Untrtes, an import duty of 5s, or fix litres 
Tourhois, per deirii pitce of y-l-' yards, Enghfli tsteafutei and Ihiots, m^doof iSax or hemp, 
manufaAur^ iti the dominions of tie twO foveretgns ill Eiirop^' (hidl i«iy ito higher duties, 
either in Great Britain dr France, than linens mattufaftwrad in Hollitdd or FiatiderS* import- 
ed into Great Britain, now pay. ■ 

“ And linEn ttitdc df i|a« of hemp, n»d«6lld«d in' Ireland or TratMte, (hall: reciprocally 
•pay no higher duties^ than linens :niai«ifiiA«rcd in Holland, imported into Ireland, now pay. 

“ qth. Sadlery 
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** lOth, Gauzes of all forts fhall reciprocally pay 10 per cent- ad ^ahrm* 

iitii* Millinery made upofmuflin^ kwn, cambric, or gauxe of every kind, or of any 
other article admitted under the prefent tariff, (hall pay reciprocally a duty of ta per cent ad 
valorem : and if any articles fliail be ufed therein^ which are not fpccifi^ in the tariff, they 
• ftiall pay no higher duties than ttiofe paid Tor the fame articles by the moft favoured nations. 

lath. Porcelain, carthen«ware, and pottery, flull pay reciprocally twelve percent, ad 
valor $m» • 

13th. Hate*glafs and glafs-ware in general fhall be admitted, on each fide, paying a duty 
of ra percent, ad valorem. * 

His Britannic Majeffy rdferves the right of countervailing, by additional duties on the 
under^mentioned nietchandizcs, the internal duties aftually inipofed upon the manufafturcs, 
or the import duties which arc charged on the raw materials ; namely, on all linens or cottons, 
flaincd or printed, on beer, glafs ware, plate gUfs, and iron. 

And his moft Chriftian Majefty alfo referves the right of doing the fame, with regard to 
the following merchandizes ; namely, cottons, iron, and beer. 

** And for tlte better fccuring the due colkftion of the duties payable ad valorem, which arc 
fpcciiicd in the above tariff, the faid contraffing parties will concert with each other as well 
the form of the declarations to be made, as alfo the proper means of preventing fraud with 
rcfpcdl to the real value of the faid godHs and mcrchandiaJbs. ^ 

“ But if it jfliall hereafter appear that any miftakes have inadvertently been made in the 
above tariff, contrary to the princi|||es, on which it is founded, the two fovercigns will con- 
ceit with good faith upon the means of rcflifying them. 

** VIL The duties above fpecified ate not to be altered but by mutual confeuti and the 
merchandizes not above fpecified Ihall pay, in the dominions t)f the two fovercigns, the im- 
port and export duties payable in each of the faid dominions by the moft favoured European 
nations, at the time the prefent treaty bears date, and the fbips belonging to the fubjefts of 
the faid dominions (hall alfo refpeitively enjoy therein all the privileges and advantages which 
are granted to thofc of die moft favoured European nations. 

And it being the intention of the two high contrafting parties, that their refpeftive fub- 
jcAs ftiould he in the dominions of each other, upon a footing as advantageous as thofc of 
other European nations, they agree that, in cafe they Ihall hereafter grant any additional ad- 
vantages in navigiition or trade to any otlier European nation, they will reciprocally allow 
tlicir laid fubjcAs to participate therein ; without prejudice, however, to the advantages which 
they referve, viz. France in favour of Spain, in coilfcqucncc of the a4th article of the family 
compaift, figned the loth of May, 1761, and England accordiug to what (he has praftilVd in 
conformity to, and in confequcncc of the convention of 1703, between England and Portugal. 

** Audio rhe end that every perfon may know, with certainty, the ftaic orT the aforefaid 
impofts, cuftoms, import and export duties, whatever they may be, it is agreed that tariffs, 
indkating the impofts, cuftoms, and eftablifbed duties, (hail he affixed in pubik places, as 
wetJ in -Rouen and the ottier tradirjg cities of France, as iu' London and the otheu' trading 
cities under the dominion of the King of (Jrcat Britain, that rccourfc may be had to them 
whenever any difference (hall arife concerning fuch impofts, cuftomsi and duties, which ftiall 
* not be levied, olherwife than in conformity to what is clearly exprefled in the faid uriff?, and 
accordit^g to their natural coaftruftion ; and if any officer, or other palda ia his name, ffiall, 
Vot. IV. 4 I • 
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17S6 under any pretence, pu^)licly or privatelyi dtieftly, or indirofily, de»tnd or ttdta : of a taer- 
chatit, or of any oHicr perfoh, any fum of money, or any tWog elfe, on aceount of duties, 
impoil, liiarch, or compenfation, although it be under the nsnne of a free gift, -or under any 
Other pretence, more or otherwife than what is above preferibed ; in foch cafe the faid officer, 
or his deputy^ if be be accufed anductmvidked of the faine before « competent judge, in the 
place where the crime' was committed, ihall give -ftdl fatis&fiion^o the injured party, acid fhall 
likewife fu^r the penalty^ preftribed by the iatvs. 

VIII. -No inercharidizes ezpOrted from the countries icfpefiively under the dominion of 
their Majeliles, ihall hereafter be fubjeft to be infpeAed or conlHcatod, under any pretence of 
fraud or defeft in making or working them, or of any Sther impafefl;ion whatfoever ; but ab- 
folute freedom (hall be allowed to the buyer and feller to bar^n attd fix the pxke for the fame, 
as they ihall fee good ; arty law, ftatute, «diA,-^proctaiuatioii, privilege, grattt, or cuftom to 
the contrary notwithftanding. 

IX. ■'(Vhcreas feveral kinds of merchandizes, wbiebareufually contained in cafk$, ehefts, 
or other cafes, and for which the dutAis art paid by weight, will bo exported from and im- 
ported into {prance by Britifh fabjofts ; it is agmed that, in fach cafe, the aforefaid duties fhall 
be demanded only according to the real weight of the merchandizes ; and the weight of tlic 
calks, cbfils, and other cafes whatever, Ihall' be dedufted, in theiame manner as has been, 
and is noiv praflifed in England, " 

* X. , It is farther agreed, that if zfiy miflak*. a* error ihall be committed by any marflcr of 
a Ihip, his interpreter or fa&or, or by others employed by him, in making the entry or decla- 
ration of her cargo, neither the ihip nor the cargO^fU be fubjeA for fuch defed, conhf- 
cation ; but it fhall be lawful for the proprietors to-take back again fueb -goods as were omitted 
in the entry or declaration of themafter of the Ihip, paying only tlte accullomed duties ac- 
cording to the piacart, prdNrided ahrays that them be no mahifeft appearance of fraud. Neither 
' fhall the lUerpbants, or the mailers Of Blips, or the merchandize, be fubjefl to any penalty by 
, rtalbn of fuch omillion, in uufe the goods omitted in the declaration fhall not have been landed 
before the declaration has been made. ' 

“ XI. In cafe either of the two high contfwfting parties fhall think proper to eftabli,fh pro- 
hibitions, or to augment the import duties upon any goods or {nerciftndize of Bie growth or 
manufacture of thb otldh, which are not l^ified in tbe tariff; fuch probibitiona or au|men- 
tattoos fhall be g($nera!, and fhall compiel^d the like goods and merchandizes of the other 
moft finroured Ebropean nations^ as weH as thole of either flute i and in cafe cither of the two 
contraAing parties ^11 revoke the pitqhibitioea, or dimtnUh the duties, in favour of any other 
European nation, upon any goods Or metchandize of its growth or manufaAore, whether on 
importation or ex|^tatk>n,fucfa revocatiohs or'diminutioos fhall be extended to the fubjefts of 
^ other party, on cot^^'on . that the hater firali grant to ffte fubjcAs of the former the im- 
irortathgth and oxjporuHon of the IBee goods ai^ mmchandizes under tlm fame duttes ; the cafes 
rderved in the yth article of the prtfett t reaty alway s excepted. .i 

Aalf fii)*a%U^^ notauthurized by any law, has fotaamriy obtain- 
ed m dims fuaift df. fStmtt which FiUnchfubjeAs havofaiAiiiJ Eng- 

land a kind of et^Hatiion tit*, i^fied in the langu^g^ of that country head-jmoney ; and Eng- 
iifti fobjeAs a like duty ih France, ciafed Jrfeitt du Chtfi it ia agemd, that the faid impoil 
fhali not be demidtded for the fatan^ oh ttthef fide, neiidief unker the antiettt name, nor 
'Uodmnyottm'uame;What£a^ . 

•* XIII. If 
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1786 ** XIIL If eithisir of the high coatri|f£bing parties has granted, or lhall grant, any bounties 

for encouraging the exportation of any articles, being of the growth, produce, or manufafturc 
of his ilommions, the other party ihali be allowed to add to the duties already impofed, by 
virtue of the prefent treaty, on the faid goods and merchandizes, imported into his dominions, 
fuch an import as {ball be equivalent to the faid bounty. But this ftipulation is not to 
extend to the cafes of reftitutions of duties and itnpofts, (called drawbacks) which arc allowed 
upon exportation. 

XlVi The ademitiiges granted by theqwrefent treaty to the fubjeSs of his Britannic Ma« 
jc&y ChaU take as ftr at relates jto the kingdom of Great Britain, as foon as laws (hall 

be pafled diere^ for feettriag to theliibjSds of his Moll Ch rift ian Majefty the reciprocal en- 
joyment, of the Advantages iKich aie gralited to thciti by the prefent treaty. 

And the advantages granted by all tbefe article** except the tariff, Ihah take cfFcft, with 
regard to the kingdom of Ireland, as foon as laws (hall be pafted there, for fecuring to the fub- 
jefls of his Moft Chriftian Majefty the recipTocal enjoyment of the advantages which arc 
granted to them by this treaty ; and, in like manner, the advantages granted by the tariff lhall 
take efieil, in what relates to the faid kingdom, as foon as laws (hall be pafled there for giving 
cffc£l to the faid tariff. 

XV, It is agreed, that lltips belonging to his Britannic Majefty’s fubjc£ts, arriving in 
the dominions of his Moft Chrtftian Majefty from the ports of Great Britain or Ireland, or 
from any other foreign port, lhall not pay freight duty, or any other like duty. In the fame 
manner, French (hips lhall be exempted, in the dominions of his Britanuic Majefty, from the 
duty of 5s. and from every other (iiqilar duty or charge, « 

XVI, It flialljiot be lawful for any foreign privateers, not being fabjefts of either 
crown, vvbo have commlffions from any other Prince or State, in enmity with either nation, 
to arm their (hips in the ports of either of the faid two kingdoms, to fell what they have taken, 
or in any other manner whatever to cxcliange the fame ; neither (hall they be allowed even to 
putchafe vi^luals, except fuch as lliaM be nccciTary for their going to the ncaicft port of that 
Prince from whom they havcobtainetf eommiflions, 

JfVIL When any difputc lhall arife between any commander of a fliip and his fcamcn, 
ill the ports of either kingdom, concerning wages due to the faid fcamcn, or other civil caufes 
whatever, the magift, rate of the place lhall require no more from ,thc perfon accufcd, than that 
he give to the accufcr a declaration in writing, jyitneffed by the magiftratc, whereby he fliall 
be bound to anfwer that matter before a competent j\^ in his . own country ; which being 
done, it lhall not be lawful either for the feamen to dcfcrt their (hip, or to hinder the com- 
mander from profecuting his voyage*; It fliaJI moreover be lawful for the merchants in the 
places of theit abadc, or eife where, to keep books of their accounts and affairs, as tliey (hail 
thir^k fit,.and to have an mtercoiirfe of letters, in fuch language or idiom as they* lhall chufc, 
writbout any molcftatioii or fcaich whatfoever. J8ot if it fliould happen to be ncceflary for 
them to produce their books of accounts for deciding any difpute or controverfy, in luch cafe, 
they lhall bt obliged to bring into court the entire books or writings, but fo as the judge may 
not have llbCity to tak^e cognizance of any other articles in the faid bookr>, than fuch a$ fiiall 
relate to the affair in queftion, or Ihoh as fliall be neceftary to give credit to the faid hooks ; 
neitheiiiliall it be law under any pittance, to t^c the faid hooks or writings foicibly out 
of the haiidif of the ownerjr, or to retain them, tlys cafe of hankiuprcy only cxcepicd. Nor 
lhall the fcibiefts of Ike King of Great Britain be obliged to. write ihciracmnt,s letters, or 

4 1 a * other 



AN HISTORICAL AND C H RON O LO O I C A L D&DUCTION 

A. D. 

1786 othtT itrkting tD tmde, oa fbmiped f caKX{>t thek 4 iy«baok« tkttit 

mny he prodooed as evidence in any ]aw*itrit» oagk«» acemding to Ibe laws wfaidh aH fKsrfons 
trading in F ranee are to ohierve, to be mdortfed and attefied gratit by the imdgc^ ander M% own 
band« 

** XVZll. ll it fianher agiet^ and condhided tbit aH iMrciunittj^comi^^ 
others, the of the King of Great Britain, in aU the dondnioiia tif hit Mnft € 2 hriftian 

Majefty in Europe, lhall have full liberty to manage their own adSnrs t|a««ifej.vc«^ or to com- 
mit them to the manageotent of wIicMnfoevea they |»|eafe ; nor Bialltlicy be obliged to employ 
any interpftter or broker, nor to pay them any ia^ry, 4 itile£i they ihail ohn& to employ them. 
Moreover, mafters of ihips &all not be obliged, in Joadiog^ ^ to make 

nfe of thofe perfons who tnay be appointed by public araority for tihac puipofe, either at 
Bourdeanx or elfewbere ; but it ihaU be entiivdly iim Ibr them to load or unload ihips by 
themfclves, or to make &ich perfons in loading **ca: unloaduig. the fome, as tliey fhall 

think fit, without the paymestt of any reward to any other whomFoever ; neither fliall they be 
forced to unfosid into otto ihips, or to receive into their dWn, any mesobandiae whatever, c^r 
, to wait for their lading any longer than they pkafo. And all tlw? fubjeSs of the Moft Chi ifiiait 
King lhali reciprocally haVe and en|oy the fame privileges and liberties^ in idl the dominions 
of his Britaonk Majefty in Europe. * • 

** XIX. The ihips of either part^ fieing laden, failing along thecoafts of the othcr,And being 
forced by ftorm into the havens or ports,' or making land there in any other manner whatever, 
foalinot be obliged to unlade their goods, or any part ftiereof, or to pay any duty, mnlefs they, 
of their own accord, unlade thetv goods there, asul fell fome part di^reof. But it ihalibe lawful^ 

' permiffion having been firft obtained from tbofo who have the dire^ion of maritime affairs, to 
unlade and fell a finall part of their cargo, morely for die end of porchtifing neocfliries, cither 
for vklualimg or refitting the ihip ; and th that cafe the whole lading foal! not be fubjeft to 
pay the duties, blit that fmall pan only which ftrall have been taken out and fold. 

** XX. ItlhaJl be lawful for all the fobjeds of the King of Gresaf^tot^n, and of the Moft 
Chriflian King, to fail with theif fhips, with perfiSft fecurity and liberty, no diftindion bcitig 
made ivht> arc the proprietors of tlie merchandiaes Jbden theicort, from any port whatever, to 
the countries which are now, or fhall be hercalter at war with the King of Great Britain, or 
the Moft Chriftiap King. If foali likewife be lawful for the afomfaid fail and 

traffic with their Ihips and merehandiise%, with the fosotc liberty and fecurity, from the coun- 
tries, ports and places of thofe ’who are efsrmtes of both, or of either party, without any op- 
pofition or difturbanee whatfoevtr, and to paft direftly not only from tl>e places of the enemy 
aforementioned to neutral places, bm atfo from one fdace belongthg to an enemy » to another 
place belonging to an enemy, whether they be tmdex the jurifdiftson of the fame, or of fevcr^l 
Princes: and as it has been ftipoloted conoeming fhips and goods^ that every lidng ihall be 
deemed to be free, which fhall !S^ fouhd W board the Ihips belonging to the fubjcAs of the rc- 
fpeftivt kingdoms, although the wtoi^ or part thereof, ihould belong to the enemies 

of their Majefties, contrifoand goods being itways excepted, on the flopping of which, fuch 
proceedings fhall be had as are conformable to the fpirit of the following aitidcs; it is lifcewife 
agreed, that tbit feme liberty* be ^extended to pesfoos who are on board a free ih^ to the end 
that, although they beenethks to hi^h, or |0 eirticr party, they may opt he takAbut of fuch 
free Ihips, unlefs they are foldiers, the fcrvicc of the enemids, and On their voyag 

for the purpofc cf being employed in a military capacity, in tlicir fleets or armies* ^ 

. a ' ii XXI- This 
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tyt4 **■ XXI. Thi® libcftjr of imigMioo mmI commerce flmll extend to all kinds of mercbandiaes, 

. oidepting tbofe only wbids we ^cciiied in the following article, and which arc dcfcribcd 
VRdw thcniweof conttahand. < 

XXH< Under this name of contraband, or prohibited goods, fliall be comprehended 
arms, canooOy'harquobid&a, mortars, petards, bombs, grenades, faucifles, carcalTcs, carriages 
for cannon, mnfleat tefts, bandoleers, gunpowder, match, faltpetre, ball, pikes, fwords, head- 
pieces, helmets, cuiralles, halberts, javelins, bolfters, belts, horfes and liarnefs, and all other 
like kinds of arms and warKke imptenents lit for the «fc of troops. 

XXIII. Thefe ioerchaiadiaet which follow lhall not be reckoned among contraband 
goods, that i* to fay, all forts of cloth, and aU other manvdkaurcs of wool, flax, fjik, cotton, 
or any other iQateriaU,^ all Ifttsds of wearing apparel, together with the articles of which they 
are ufaalty made, gold, fover, coined or uncoirted, tin, iron, lead, copper, brafs coals, as 
alfo wheat and barley, and any other kind of corn and pulfc, tobacco, and all kinds of fpices, 
faltcd and fmoaked dclh, faltcd fifo, chrefe and hatter, beer, oil, wines, fugar, all forts of 
fait, and of provifions which ferve for fuftenaace and food to awnkiiid ; all kinds Cf cotton, 
cordage, cables, fails, fail -cloth, hemp, tallow, pitch, tar and rofin, ancliors, and any parts 
of anchors, Ihip-tnafts. planks, timber of all kinds of trees, and all other things proper eitlier 
for building or repairing fhips. Nor foall any other goods whatever, which hare not been 
worked into the form of any inftrnment or furniture Tor wat like ufe, by land or by fea, be re- 
puted contraband, much lefs fuch as have been already wrought and made up for any other 
purpofe. All which things ihall bedeemed goods not contraband, as likewife all others which 
arc not comprehended and particularly defertbed in the preceding article ; fo that they mav be 
freely carried by the fobjefls (f both kingdoms, even to places belonging to an enemy, except- 
ing only foch places as are beheged, blocked up, or inveiled. 

“ XXIV. To the end that all manner of diflentions and quarrels may be avoided and pre- 
vented on both lides, it is agreed, that in cafe eiUicr of their Majeftics ll'vould be engaged ia 
war, the (hips an4iM^is belonging to the fubjcfls of the other lhall be furnTfoed with fea- 
letters or paffports^lreprcffipg the name, property and bulk of the (hip, as alfo the name and 
place of abode of the mailer or commander df the faid foip, |hat it may appear tlrereby, that the 
(hip really and truly belongs to the fabjefts of one of the Princes } which pa0ports (Irall "be 
made out and granted, according to the form annexed to the prefent treaty ; they lhall likewii- 
be renewed every year, if the (hip happens to return home wWiiu the fpaceof a year. It is 
alfo agreed, that fuch (hips wlwn laden arc to be provided not only with panjjorts as abovc„ 
mentioned, but alfo with certificates containing the fcveral parijciilars of tlic cargo, the plat e 
from whence the fhip failed, and whither flic is bound, fo that it may be known whether iLe 
carries any bf the prohibited or contrabaifd goods fpeeified in the aad article of this ticaty ; 
which certificates (1^11 be prepared by the officers of ibe place from whence the Ihip fet fail, m 
the aced^med form. And if any one (hall think fit to exprefs in the faid certiiicates the pei- 
fon to whom the goods belong, he may freely do fo. la 

XXV* The (hips belonging to tire fubjcfls and inhabitants of the refpeflive kiugdoms, 
coining to any of the coafis of either of them, but without being willing to enter into port, ii< 
being entered, yet not willing to land their cargoes, or break bulk, fhallaot. be obliged to 
give an aoootmt of their lading, unlefs they are fnfpcaed, upon fore evidence, of carrying 
prohibited goods, called contraband, to die enemies of cither of tbs two high contraaing 
parties. 


•* XXVI. Itt 
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1786 “ XX VL In cafe the fhips belonging to the faid fabjefts and mbabitants of ttio refpoftlvc 

dominions of their Moft Serene Majefties, cither on the coail^ or on the high fcas» Ihall meet 
vrith any men of war belonging to their Moft Serene Majeftics, or with privateers, the faid 
men of war and privateers, for preventing any jnconvcnieiicics, arc to remain out of cannon 
fhot, and to fetid their boats to the merchant ilt ip which may be met with, and fhall enter her 
to the number of two or three men only, lb whom the maftcr or commander of fuch fliip or 
velleJ fliali ihew his paffport, containing the proof of the property of the fliip, made out ac- 
cording to the form annexed to tlvis prefent fireaty ; and the ftiip Which Ihall have exhibited the 
fame, lhali have liWrty to continue her voyage, and it fliall be wholly unlawful any way to 
moleft or fearch her, or to chacc or compel her to alter her courfe. 

XXVII, The merchant ftiips belonging to the fobjeas of either of the two high con- 
tracing parties, which intend to go to a port at enmity with the other foVercigii, concerning 
whofc voyage and the fort of goods on board there may be juft caufe of furpicion^ (hail be 
obliged ra exhibit, as Weil on the high (eaa as in the ports and havens, not only her paflports, 
but alfo her certificates, expre(iii>g that the goods arc not of the kind which arc contraband, as 
(pecified in the 2 2d article of this treaty, 

** XXVIIL If, on exhibiting the above-mentioned certificates, containing a lift of tljc 
cargo, the other party (hall difeover any goods of that kind which a;re declared contraband, or 
prohibited, by the 2ad article of this treaty, and which are defigned foewportfubjeft to bis enemy, 
it lhali be unlawful to break up or open the hatches, chefts, calks, bales, or other veflels found 
on board fuch (hip, or to remove even the fmalleft parcel of the goods, whether the faid Hup 
belongs to the fubjefts of the King of Great Britain, or of the Moft Chriftian King, unlcfs tlie 
lading be brought on (horc, in the prcfcacc of the ofheers of the court of Admiralty, and an 
inventory made by them of the faid goods : nor fliall it be lawful to fell, exchange, or alienate 
the fame in any manner, unlefs after doc and lawful procefs lhali have been had againft Idch 
prohibited goods, and the judges of the Admiralty rcfpc£tivdy ftiall, by fentenoe pronhunced, 
have con?ircated the fame, faving always as wxll the llaipitfclf, as tl]M||ther goods found there- 
in, which by this treaty are to he accounted free ; neither may they ^P^detai nod on pretonce of. 
their being mixed with pra||ibitcd goods, much kfs llxall ^ey be oonftrcated at lawful prixe : 
and if, when only part of the cargo ftiaU confift of eontraband gppds,^ the maftcr of the Ihip 
fliall agree, confent, and offer to deliver them to the captor who hat difeovered them, in fuch 
cafe, the captor having ikeeived fuch goods, as lawful priae, Ihall forthwith r^leafc the (hip, 
and not binder her, by any mcam, from prolecuting her voyage tp the place oT tor deftination. 

<< XXIX. On the contrary it is agreed, that whatever (hall be found to bo laden by the fa!'- 
jefis and inbabitant&of cither party, oii aiiy fbip belonging'to she enemies of the other, n!- 
thoughlt be not contraband goods, (hall be confifeated in thfe fame manner if it bdoixged to 
rbe^nemy himfelfi except thefe goods and merehandixes which were puve^tt fudi (hip 
bcfofc'the declaraiipn of war, or the genera! order for reprifals^ m even after fo^h d^clawion, 
if it weiwdwne witbm tto rt foft^Wmg ; thaf is to fay, if they were put on board foc}j fhip 
in any port or place within the^^ce of two months after fuch deckralUon,^to for re- 
prifah, between Archangclr St* i^etcrftfofg, and tto Seiily iflands, and betwmvth? fold 
and the city of Gibraltar ; of tea weeka in the Mediterranean Sea ; and of eight toany 

other country br fdace in ibe world i ?fo that ibe goods of the fubjeifta of eattor Brince* whe- 
ther til»cy.jbe conlrabaad or otherwife^:^^ a» aforefaid, wcce put an board anyf,fojp W 

ing to an enemy before the war, or after of the fame, within the time at^ limits 

■ above* 
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4786 above-jpef^tioned, fhall no wife be liable to coaftfcation, bat fljall well and truly be rtftortd, 
witUoot delay, to the proprietors deinanding the fame: provided nevcrthplefs that, tf the laid 
tnerchandiacs be contraband, it Hull not be any ways lawful to t^ry them afterwards to the 
ports belonging to the enemy. ■ 

** XXX. And that mote abundant care may be taken for the fecurity of the refpeftive fub- 
jcflsof tbeir Moft Seicne Ma}ellies, to prevent their fufFcring any injury by the men of war 
or privateers of cither party, all the conamanders of the Ihips of the King of Great Britain, and 
of the Moft Chriftian King, and all their fiubjcfls, fhall be forbid doing any damage to thofe 
oftbe other party, or committing any outrage againft them ; and if they a£t to the contrary 
they thall be pttiiilhed, and Ihall moreover be bound, in their perfons and eftates, to make fu- 
tisfaftion and reparation for all damages, and the intcreft thereof, of vvhat nature foever. 

XXXL For this caufei all commanders of privateers, before they receive their patents or 
fpecial commidionst fhall hereafter be obliged to give, before a competent judge, fufFiclent 
fccurity by good bail, who are refponfiblc men, and have no intereft in the faid Ihip, each of 
whom fhall be bound in the'^^ whole for the fura of thirty-fix tboufand livres toarnois, or 
fifteen hundred pounds ftaling; or if fuch Ihip be provided with above one hundred and 
fifty feiiinen or foldiers, for tlie fnm of feventy-two thoufand livres tournois, or three thou- 
fand pounds fterling, that they will make entite fatisfaflion for all damages and injuries 
whatfoever, which they, or their officers, or others !n their fcrvicc, may commit during their 
cruiae, contrary to the tenor of this prefent treaty, or the ediSs made in confe4uencc thereof 
by their Moft Serene Majeftics, under penalty likewife of having their patents and fpecial com- 
niilTrons revoked and annulled. . , 

“ XXXII. Their faid Majeftics being willing mutually to treat in tbeir dominions the fub- 
jefts of each other as favourably as if they were their own fubjefts, will give fSt h orders as 
fhall be neaflary and cfTeduai, that the judgments and decrees concerning prizes in the court 
of Admiralty be given conformably to the rules of juftice and equity, and to the ftipulations 
of tlris treaty, by Jm^s who are above all fufpicion, and who have no maiincr of intcreft in 
the caufe in difpMw|P%‘ 

XXXIII. And when the quality of the fhtp, goods, and maftcr, fhall fufficiently appear, 
from fuch pafTporu and certificates, it fhall not be lawful for the. commanders of men of w ar 
to exaft any further proof under any pretext whatfoever. But if any merchant ihip Ihall not 
be provided with fuch' paft'ports or certificates, tlien it may be examiued by a proper judge, but 
in fuch manner as, if it fhall be found, from other proofs and documents, th.it it ttuly belongs 
to the fubjeffs .of one of the fovereigns, and does not contain any contraband goods, defigned 
to be carried to the enemy of the other, it fliall not be liable to confifeation^ but fhall be rc- 
kafed, together with its cargo; in order to proceed on its voyage. 

. ** If the-maflcr of the fhip named in the pafiports fhould happen to die, or be removed by 

any odher anife,' and another put in hie place, the Ihips and goods laden thereon fhall «e\cr- 
thelcfs be equally iVcare, and the plTports fhall remain in full force. *• 

« XXXIV. It is- further provided and agreed, that the fhips of cither of the two nations, 
tetakeabf tbeprmtBcrs of tbeptbor, fhall be rcllored to the former oyvner, if they have not 
beenia tbe poswrof t*Je eoemjF for four and twenty hours, fobjed to the payment, by th? 
faid smner, of oncj-third of the value of tlws ffiip retaken, and of its cargo* guns and apparel ; 
whkb, be amicably adijufted by the parties coacerxied ; but if xmt, tod in cafe 
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ijSfl.tbey fliouki difagreci thcy-fliall make applicatioa to the officers of the. A dmiraltjr of 

v?liefc tlie privateer whicii retook the captared y£ffi;i fhjdl have carried her. * 

‘ ‘ If the fliip rcta||^n has been in the power of the enemy above four and twenty hours, fixe 
lliall wholly belong to the privateer which retook her, • : 

“ In caie of a Ihip being retaken by any man of war belongiirg to hU Britanrric Majcfty, or 
to his Moft Chriftian Majcfty, it fhall be rellored to the former owner, on payment of the 
thirtieth part of the value of fueh Ihip, and of its cargo, guns, and apparel, if it was retaken 
within the four arid twenty hours, and. the tenth part if it was retaken after the fonr and twenty 
hours;, which fums Htall be dhiributod, as a reward, atnongft the crews of the fbips which 
lhall have retaken fuch priac. The valuation of the thirtieth and tenth parts above-mention- 
ed lhall be fettled Jpnfprtnably to the regulations in the beginning bfthis aiTtkle. , 

“ XXXV Whcnfocver tbe aoSbafladors of either of their faid Msyefiies, or other their mi- 
niftcis having a public cluradcr, and rcfiding at the con>t of the other Prince, lhall complain 
of the injufticc of the fentenccs which have been given, their Majcftidk fball refpefitively caufe 
the fame to be revifed and re-examined in their councils, nnlcfs their councils Ihould already 
have decided thcreupmi, tba$..it mi^ appear, with certainty, wliether the diredions and pro- 
viiions preferibed in this treaty, have been followed and observed. Their Klajefties lhall like- 
*ifc take care that this matter be eBedually provided, for, and that juilicc be done to every 
complainaixt witliin tlxe fpacc of thrde months. However, before or after judgment given, and 
pending the revifion thereof, it foall not i» lawful to fell the goods in difpute, or to unlade 
them, unlcfs with the confeut of the perfons concerned, for preventing any kind of lofs ; and 
Jaws lhall be enaded on both fidcs for the execution of the prefent article. 

“ XXXVI. If any differences lhall arife refpeding thedegality of prizes, fo that a judicial 
decifion ihould become ncccffary, the judge lhall dired the effedsto be unladen, an inventory 
and appcaifement to be made thereof, and fccurity to be required refpedively from the captor 
for paying the colts, in cafe tlie ihip Hiould not be declared lasVful prize ; and fromtbe claimant 
for paying the value of the prize, in cafe it Ihoujd be ikclared lavri^ul: which fecaiities. being 
given by both parties, the prjzc lhall be delivered up to the ckKlllmn|> But if the clai main 
fhould refufe to give fuftcient fccurity^ the judge lhall dired the prize to be delivered to the 
captor, after having received from him good and fufiicient fccurity for paying the full value cf 
the faid prize, in cafeit fliould be a4jadg«d illegal. Nor lhall the caccution of the fentence of 
the judge be fufpended by teafon of «iy appeal, when the party againft whom, fuch appeal lliall 
be brought, wbeiiicr Claimant qr captor, lh|UI have f iveiv fuffifient fccurity for refboring the 
ihip or effeds, or the value of Ihch lh^of effed«r to t|ie appellant, in cafe judgment ihould 
be given in bis favour, f 

XXXVII. In cafe any Ihipa of war or merchantnaon, forced by ftorma or otlmr acci- 
dents, be driven on rocks or (helves, on the coaffs of eithcr.of the high cOntrading parties, 
and ihould tbme be dalhcd to pieces and Ihipwreclmd s, alt fuch parts of the faid ihipa, or.of the 
furniture or apparel thereof, as .aifo of the goods aisd merchandizes as fhali be faved, or the 
produce thereof, ih«li be dathfolly reffored, ipoin the fame being clai mod: by the proprietors, 
or their fadors, duly author ifed, paying duly the expeilces incurred in ihe prefewmion there- 
of, i»«!Oidin| to the tufo offtlvafp: fettled on bcthfkes r Caving tW: the fanM time the rights and 
euftoms of eaCh-nttion, the abolition or modij^tkar®/ wliicb ihall ^wever he treated upon, 
: in the calej where they ih^l lwi cooitwy the pefejtt attach their 

Majeilk's 
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17S6 Mfijeflies will mutually intcrpofc their authority, that fuch of thcit fuhjcfls as fliall he fo in- 
• l)unian as to take advantage oJ any luch misfortune, may he fcvcrcly punifned* 

** XXXVIIL It fliall be free for the fubje< 51 $ of each party to oinploy fuch advocates, at- 
toruics, notaries, folicitors and favors as they fliall think ht; to which end the faid advocates 
and others above-mentioned, fliall be appointed by the ordinary judges, if it be needful, and 
the judges be thereunto required* 

“ XXXIX. And for the greater fccurity and liberty of commerce and navigation, it is fur- 
tlicr agreed, that boili the King of Great Bmain, and the Mod Chridian King, fliall not only 
refufc to receive any pirates or fca-roveis whatfoever into any of their havens, ports, cities, or 
towns, or permit any of their fubjefls, citizens, or iiiliabitanrs, on either part, to receive or 
prote£l them in their ports, to harbour them in their houfes^ or to aflift them in any manner 
whatfoever; but further they (hall caufe all fuch pirates and fea- rovers, and all perfons who 
fball receive, conceal, oraffiftthem, to he brought to condign punifhmcnt, for a terror and 
example to others. And all their fliips, with tjic goods or merchandizes taken by tlicni, and 
brought into the ports of cither kingdom, fhaiH^e feized as far as they can be difeovered, and 
fliall be reftored to the owners, or their faftors duly authorized or deputed by them in writing, 
proper evidence being firft given in the court of Admiralty, for proving the property, even in 
cafe fuch cfFcfls Ihould have pafTcd into other hands by fale, if it be proved that the buyen^ 
knew, or might have known, that they had been pfratically taken. And generally all fliips 
and merchandizes, of what nature foever, which may be taken on the high fcas, fliall be 
brought into fomc port of cither kingdom, and delivered into the cuftody of the officers of that 
port, that they may be reftored entire to the true proprietor, as foon as due and fufficient proof 
Cull have been made concerning the property thereof. 

** XL* It (hall be lawful, as well for the {hips of wur of their Majcflics, am for privateers 
belonging to their fubjefis, to carry whitherfoever they plcafc, tlic fliips and goods taken from 
their enemies, without being obliged to pay any fee to the officers of the Admiralty, or to any 
fudges whatever ; nor (hall the faid prizes, when they arrive at and enter the ports of their faid 
Majeftics, be detained or feized ; neither fliall the fearchers, or other officers of thofe places, 
vifit or take cognizance of the validity of fuch prizes ; but they (hall be at liberty to hoift fail 
at any titne^ to depart, and to carry their prizes to the place mentioned in the commiffions or 
patents, which the commanders of fuch fliips of war fliall be obliged to fliew : 011 ilie contrary, 
no flicltcr or refuge {hall be given in their ports to fuch as have made a prize upon the fuhjcds 
of cither of their Majellies ; but if forced by -ftrefs of weather, or the dangers of the fea, to 
enter therein, particular care lhall be taken to haften their departure, and to caufe them to 
retire from thence as foon as pofliblc, as far as it is not repugnant to former treaties made in 
tills refpeft with other fovcrcigns or ftates* 

** XLl. Neither of their Majcftics {hall permit the fliips of goods belonging to the fubjc£l« 
of the btlier to be taken witliin cannon {hot of the coaft, or in the ports or rivers of their do- 
minions, byfliips of war, or others having commiffion from any prince, republic, or city 
whatfoever : but in cafe it Ihould fo happen, both parties ihall employ their united force to 
obtain reparation of the damage thereby occafioned, 

XLl I. But if it {hall appear that the captor made ufc of any kind of torture upon the 
mafler of the ftiip, the crew, or others who {hail be on board any fliip belonging to the fub- 
• jeft« of the other party, in li«ch cale, not only the fliip itfclf, together with tiic peribns, mer- 
chandizes, and' goods whatfoever, {hall be forthwith releafed, without any delay, and fet en- 
tirely free, but alfo fuch as ihall be convidted of fo enormous a crime, together with their ac- 
Vofc. IV. 4 K complictsy 
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1786 complices, fliall fufFer the moft fevere punifhmcnt luitablc to their offences : this the King of 
Great Britain and the Moft Chriftian King mutually engage fhall be obferved, without any 
refpeft of perfons whatfoever. 

** XLllI. Their Majefties fhall refpeftivcly be at liberty, for the advantage of their fubjefls 
trading to the kingdoms and dominions of either of them, to appoint therein national confuls, 
who fhall enjoy the right, immunity, and liberty belonging to diem, by rcafon of their duties 
and their funftions ; and places fhall hereafter be agreed upon where the faid confuls fliall be 
eftablifhcd, as well as the nature and extent of their funftions. The convention relative to 
this point fhall be concluded immediately after the fignature of the prefent treaty, of which it 
fliall be deemed to conllitutc a part. 

XLIV. It is alfo agreed, tliat in whatcvwsr relates to the lading and unlading of fliips, 
the fafety of merchandise, goods, and cfFc£ts, the fuccefEon to pcrfonal eftates, as well as the 
proteftion of individuals, and the pcrfonal liberty, as alfo tlic adminiftration of juftice, the 
f^ubjefts of the two high contracting parties fliall enjoy in their refpeftive dominions, the fame 
privileges, liberties, and rights, as the moft favoured nation. 

XLV. If hereafter it fhall happen, through inadvertency or otherwife, that any infrac- 
tions or contraventions of the prefent treaty fhould be committed on cither fide, the friend/hip 
and good underflanding fhall not immediately thereupon be interrupted ; but this treaty fhall 
fubfift in all its force, and proper remedies fhall be procured for removing the inconvenicncies, 
as likewife for the reparation of the contraventions ; and if the fubje^s of either kingdom fliall 
he found guilty thereof, they only fhall be punifhed and feverely chaftifed. 

** XLVL His Britannic Majefty and his Moft Chriftian Majefty have referved the right of 
rcvifing and re-examining the fcvcral ftipulations of this treaty, after the term of twelve years, 
to be computed from tlie day of pafiing laws for it» execution in Great Britain and Ireland rc- 
fpeftii’cly, to propofe and make fuch alterations as the times and circumftanccs may have ren- 
dered proper or ncccffary for the conmiercial intcrefls of their refpeftive fubjedts : and this re- 
vifionis to be compicated in the fpacc of twelve months j after which term the prefent treaty 
fhall be of no efFeft, bat in that event, the good harmony and friendly corrcfpondcncc between 
* t)*c two nations flull not fuf&r the leaft diminution. 

“ XLVII. The prefent treaty ihall be ratified and confirmed by his Britannic Majefty, and 
by bis Moft Chriftian Majefty, in two months, or fooncr if it can be done, after the exchange 
of fignatures between the plenipotentiaries- 

“ In vvitnefs whereof, we, the under-figned commiffioners and plenipotentiaries of the King 
of Great Britain and the Moft Chriftian King, have fignccl tlie prefent treaty with cur hand?, 
^aud have fet tliercto the fcals of our arms. 

“ Done at Verfalllcs the. 20th of September, 1786. 

WiLLiaM Eden, (L. S*) 

Gerard db Rayneval, (L. S.)’^ 

Form of the Pa s sports Ska -letters tuhhb are to be granted by the refpe^ltve Adm'iraU 
ties of the Dominions of the wo High Conira^iing Parties to the Ships and VeJfeU faiiing from 
thence^ purfuant to the twenty- fourth Article of the prefent caty. ^ 

N. To all w ho fliall fee ihefe prcfcnts, greeting . — Be it known that we have granted 
licence and permiffion to N.,of the cky,. (or place) of M. maftcr or commander of the fliip N. 
belonging to N. of the port ofiN. burthen tons or thereabouts, now lying in the port 

or haven of N. to fail to N. laden with N. the faid fhip having been examined before her de- 
parture, in the ufual manner, by the officers of the place appointed for that purpofe- And the 
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17S6 faid N, or fuch other perfon as fliall happen to fuccccd him., fliall produce this licence in every 
port or haven which he may enter with his fl)ip, to the ofRcers' of the place, and fliall give a 
true account to them of wIkU ftiall have palTcd or happened during his voyage ; and he flull 
carry the colours, arms, and enfip^ns of H. during his voyage. 

In wittucfs whereof, we have figned thefe prefents, and fet the feal of our arms thereto, 
and caufed the fame to be countcrfigricJ by N. at in the year, 

T 1 )C Canada falcs, in this year, amounted to 173,00c!. 

The revenue arifingfrom tlie diftillcry itf England for this and the preceding year, was,~ 
1111785, — _ _ _ ^.314,040 o o 

— 1786, — — — 427 > 74 i o c 


Total of the two years amounted to 


741,781 


An Account of the Variations in the rate of Duty on Corn Wash from Midfummer 1749, 
to Midfummer 1786, calculated from the refpeftive Variations in the Duties on low Wines 
and Spirits, together with an Account of the average Quantity of Spirits annually made, 
and the average Amount of the Duties annually colleftcd under each Rate. 


1750, 1 

J 75 i*j 

1753-1 
>754. L 
> 755. 1 
>7S(>.J 
J761. 
i 7 <> 3 .^ 
1764. 
iy(>5, 

1767. 

176 ^ 

1769, 
> 77 P« , 
i 77 >.> 
1772, 1 

> 773 - 

> 774 . 

> 775 - 

>77^ 

>77^ 

> 778 .. 

»779.i 


1783.^ 
>784. - 
>785. 
1786, 


:crage Sl}ianttty 
of Spirits afi* 
nually made. 

Rate per Gal^ 
Ion on the 
IVafh. 

Jlvcra^X Amount 
of the Dulles 
rafaUy colleded* 

Gallons. 

4. 

L- r 

6.571.305 


319,321 0 i 
1 

4,548,800 

2 

r 

353.758 0 .j 

2.714,119 

6 * 

1 

474.957 " 


in the year 1751, but no fpirlts 
fubjeSl to that duty were made 
till tlic year 1752. 

In March 1757 the making of 
fpirits from corn was prohibit- 
ed; the prohibition ended in 
April 1760. 


2,180,019 


4 ^ 3.7 >2 >1 


*.*99'493 


1,438,44a 

3.014.784 

4,106,314 


9 

/T tar 


Q Q f f ExcluCvc of 2 five per cents, vi z . t liat 
489,707 10 I April 6, 1779, 6c April 6, 

, , f Including the 2 five per cents, of 

529.096 >6 I ,7„a^di78i. ^ 

„ r Including 3 five per cents. ; tlie laft of 
r 3 S 3 »® ^7 o [ which was impofed J uly 26, 1782. 
314,040 o 
427,741 o 

4 K a * An 
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1786 An authentic account of corn and grain exported from, and imported into England »«>4 
Scotland this year. 

EKPORTED. IMPORTED. 


1786. 

Britljh 

Foreign 

1786. 

^artn-f. 

England. 

S>r$. 


England. 


Wheat, — 

128,114 

9,888 

Wheat, — 

47.961 

Wheat Flour, 

64*855 

^303 

Wheat Flour, 

3.502 

Rye, — 

S.467 

1,269 

Rye, - 

3** 

Barley, •— 

*4.973 


Barley, — 

50, *43 

Mall, — 

79,656 

— — 


— — 

Oats, — 

12,215 


Oats, — 

405.334 

Oatmeal, — 

I. *47 

194 

Oat- meal, — 

6,763 

Beans, — 

9.903 

434 

Beans, — 

33.9*2 

Peas, •— 

3.3S4 

140 

Peas, — 

1,617 

Scotland. 

^s. 


Scotland. 


Wheat, — 

507 

— 




Wheat flour 

798 

-a— • 

Barley, — 

12,231 

Barley, — 

9.383 

— 

Rye, — 

1 

Barley hulled, •— 

54 ‘ 

— ~ 



Bear, — - 

*0,137 

— - 



Bear-meal, — 

98 

— 



Malt, — 

6,108 



Oats, — 

43.056 

Oats, — 

2,300 


Oatmeal, — 

23.320 

Oatmeal, 

a, 1*3 

— 

Peas and Beans, 

180 

Peas and Beans, 

478 

w— — 




The bounties on corn and grain exported from England in the oourfe of this year, amoun- 
ted to 50,973!. 18s. 6-Jd. 

The drawbacks, during the fame period, were 79]. 19s. 4d. 

The amount of the bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, during the fame 
time, was 2,830!. is. lod. 

The duties on corn imported into England, was 5,5561. it, 9d. j and, in Scotland, they 
amounted to 7i4i* Ss. od. 

The average prices of corn in England and Wales, bjr the fraodard Winefaefter bufltel, for 
this year, was as follows : — 

Wheat, 4S. lojd! ; rye, 3s. 4|d. j barley, 3s. oj; oats, as. 3d. ; beam, 4s. j|d. 

The prices of the coarfcll forts of grain generally exceed and reduce the average price as 
follows • 

Wheat, 6d. per bulhel 5 rye, 3d. ; barlej^, 3d. ■, oats, 3d, ; beans, 6d. 

An account of the chriflcnings and biurlals wkbin the bills of mortality in London, fox 
tliis year. 

Chriftened, males 9,183 Buried, males iO,i^j 

— females 8,936 — ^ females 10,201 


18, H9 


ao,454 
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1786 


Czf 


The following are the variations of the public fuada during this year, with the higheft and 


lowcft prices arranged oppofi 


c to each month 



Bank 

cent* 

lf>er 

cent* 

4/»Er 

cent. 

Spir 

Lvig 

Short 

Ann* 

India 

InJi t 

India 

Old 

Nrm 

Navy 

Kxebefucr 

IjotUry 


otOCK , 

. . 

reduc 

confo/ 

cmfol 


Ann. 

1778 

Stock* 

Ann* 

Bondi. 

Ann* 

1777 

Milll 

Bills. 

licketi* 

January, , 

■ 140 
. «4i 

694 

7>| 

69^. 

724 

87* 

894 

1044 

107I 

20y 

2>4 

>34 

>34 

156 

162 

bs4 

66 

46? 

67-4 

69 


24dif 

1 1 pr« 

12 

>4 

14. 

9 

17 

February, 

[*39t 

694 

694 

88 i 

1044 

j2o| 

>34 

>55 

644 

46 

68* 

674 


IS 

X4 

17 

I40t 

70J 

704 

89i 

>ost 

; 21 

*34 

,>595- 

654 

55 

69 

68 

24 

10 

20 

0 

March, 

■ >39t 

70J: 

68* 

89 

>044 

I204 

>34 

>S84 

664 

45 

68 

661- 


4 



»42-|r 

lo \ 


89 -t 



>3 t 

>594 

674 

58 

694 


24 

10 


April, 

■ 137 
l>38i 


69 

704 

874 

90 

>04 jaof- 

i06|-!22 

>34 

>34 

>s4 

1604 

6 s 4 

45 

57 

674 

684 

24 

s 


May, 

ml 

68 i 

694 

«s 

1064 


>34 

>594 

654 

46 

674 

69 1- 


5 

■ 


146^- 

73i 

744 

92i 

UI4 

*224 

>44 

I62I: 

694 

S3 

704 

70J 

24 

9 


June, 


72 

73i 

9*4 

1 io4 

122 


>58 t 

68 

704 

7it 

‘2 

*4 

X4 

8 

i4n 

73 i 

745 

924 j 

Ills 

224 


162^ 

68'4 

00 

7> 

724 


27 

14 

16 

1 

146! 

'735 

74 t 

925 


22 

>44 


684 

.65 

7>l 

735 

2 

3X 

14 



j75i 

76 

974 

ii4i 

22 

‘44 

i6ii 

735 


744 

1754 

2t 

34 

X4 


Auguft, 1 

f 1504 


76 

974 

I >44 

23 

>44 

166 

735 

83 

7^4 

76 

Xf 

: 42 

X4 

I I 

1 *59 

7®8 

78i 

99 

1155 

234 

>45 

169J 

744 

1 10 

178 

774 

2 

5® 

X4 

19 

Septemb* , 

[156 

L *S9t 

784 

784 

774 

784 

98 

9S4 

112J 

»>S5 

23 1 

>44 

>654 

168I 

1741 

'7*f4 

70 

107 

774 

78 

764 

774 

i4 

xi 

48 

60 

14 

15 

>9 

n 

Oftober, , 

\ 149 

75 

7 s 4 

94 

I12| 

22J 

I 2 

'163 

714 

85 

*7 aX 

7 Si- 


42 

15 

I 


L HbJ- 

774 

77i 

98-5 ; 

>>3 t 

i2{ 


167 

73 

! r 

74*8 

765- 


56 

IS 

4 

Novemb. , 

r *454 

73 

734 

'9<4; 

irij 

2l| 

>34 

>655 

69 

1 84 

724 

734 

x 4 

10 

14 

18 


1494 

754 

7b5 

94 1 

>>34 

22| 

*34 

1674 

704 

i 9 i 

[745 

754 

2i“ 

40 

IS 

3 

Dcccmb. 

’ 1461 

73tj 

74i 

92 ii 

ixaf 

22 

>3i 

1&6 

694 

i 70- 

1724 

734 

0 * 

>5 

14 

x6 


>5*4 

74li 

75419341 

>>34 

22 

*3s 

1684 

694 

I 88 

1734 

74i 

1 ^ 1 

>7 

>4 

>9 


The following bills relative to trade and commerce^ received the royal afient this year 
A bill for the furclict contiauation,, for a limited time, of the afts pafled in the 23d and 
a4th of his prefent Majefty, touching the commercial intcrcourfe between, the United States 
of North America and his Majefty's dominions* 

For confining, to a limited time, the trade between the ports of the United States of Ame- 
rica and his Majefty’s fubjefts in the ifland of Newfoundland, to bread, flour, Indian corn, 
and live-flock ; to be imported in none but Britifh-built fbips, aftually belonging to Britiffo 
fubjefts, and navigated according to law, &c. 

For prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of hay^. 

For regulating the exportation of hops to Ireland* 

To explain and amend certain* pro vifions of an aft made in the 24th of his prefent Majefty, 
refpefting the better regulation and management of the affairs of the Eall Iiuha Company. 

For obviating all doubts which have arifen or might arife with refpeft to the cxclulivc power 
of the court of direftors of the Eaft India Company to nominate and appoint ihc governor- 
general and council of the prciidcncy of Fort William, In Bengal. 

To amend the laws for the encouragement of the Newfoundland fifhery. 

For veiling certain fumsin commiffioners at the end of every quarter of a year, to be by 
tliem ^applied to tlie reduftion of the national debt. 

For the further relief of debtors, witlj refpeft to the imprifonment of their pcvfons ; and to 
oblige debtors who fliall continue in exccinion in prifon beyond a certain time, and for fums 
not exceeding what arc mentioned in the aft, to make diicovery of, and deliver upon oath, 
tl'cir eftates for their creditors benefit. 

For 
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* For the further cncourngcmciit of the fifl\cries in the Greenland leas and Davis’s Straits, 

For regulating the prouu^ioii ol* maniTefts, and ro pre*’ nt fraudulent praftices in obtaining 
bounties and drawbacks, an ' in the clandtfline lading of g ^ods. 

For the further encouragi n' nt ofthe growth of h' mp and flax in England, 

For more ciTe(.^ualIy preventing the fraudu -nt removal of tobacco, ti,c. 

For tltc encouragement of the Southern wdiale iifhcry. 

For the further encouragement of the pilchard fiflicry, 

Reipefting the importation of naval ftore« from the Britifh colonies in America, Britifli 
made gunpowder, Britiih faii-cioth, foreign fail-clotii ; the - vportatlon of fiigars from the Bri- 
tifh colonics direftly to foreign ports, ia Britifh builf (hips ; the difeontinuing of duties upon 
the importation of tallow, hogs-lard, and greafe 4 and granting other duties on pot and pearL 
allies, wood, and wood alhes, in the room of tliofc now repealed ; for allowing the importa* 
tion of fait from Europe to Quebec.; the importation of raw goat-fkins into this kingdom ; 
for encouraging the manafadurc of flax and cotton in Great Britain ; for reviving the draw- 
back on the duties on rum flilppcd as flares, and the allowing of a bounty on the importation 
of liemp and flax from ?hc Bri ilh American colonics. 

For repealing certain duties on. wines imported, and for granting new duties in lieu thereof, 
under the management of the commiffioriers of cxcifc. 

For the incrcaie, &:c, of fhipping and navigation. 

For the further regulation of the trial of perfons accufed of certain ofFcnccs committed in tlic 
Eaft Indies ; and for repealing part of aa aft made in the 24th of his prefent Majefty, entitled, 
“ An aft for the better regulation and management of the affairs of the Eaft India Company, 
ofthe Briiilh polTcflions in India, and eftablifhing a court of judicature for the more fpeedy 
and ciflFeftual trial of perfons accufed of offences committed in the Eaft Indies and for the 
more cafy proof in ccitain cafes of deeds and writings executed in Great Britain or India, 

To appoint commiffioners further to cttquirc into the fees, gratuities, perquifites, and emo- 
Juments, which are or have been lately received in the fcvcral public offices therein mentioned, 
to examine into any abufes which may cxift in the fame, and to report fuch obfervations as 
lhali occur to them for the better condufting and managing the bufinefs in the faid offices. 

For appointing and enabling commiffioiicrs further to Examine, take, and ftatc the public 
accounts of the kingdom. 

To prevent the unlawful pawning of goods, and cafy redemption of goods pawned, &c* 

To enable the Eaft India Company to raife money by the fale of annuities, &c. 

For the further preventing frauds in the payment of feamen’s wages, &c. 

For repealing fo much of two afts of Parliament of the 14th and 21ft of George III, as pro- 
hibits the Exportation of wool-cards at i limited price. 

To continue certain afts relating to the punifhment of perfons going armed or difguifed 
contrary to the cxcifc and cuftbm laws ; and to prevent the committing of frauds by bankrupts. 

Refpefting the aft allowing a bounty on the exportation of Britift) made cordage,. 

For the more effeftual encouragement of the Britifti fflhertes. 

For incorporating certain perfons therein named, by the name and ftile of The Britiih 
Society for extending of the Fifherics, and improving the Sea-coafts ofthe Kingdom /’ and 
to enable them, when incorporated, to fubferibe a joint ftock, and therewith to purchafefands, 
and build thereon free towns, villages, aod fillung ftations in the Highlands and iflands of 
Scotland, and for other purpofes. 
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SiypPLXES granted by Parliament for tliis year 
For the navy, ~ ^ 

For the army, — — — 

For the ordnance, ~ — — 

Mifcellaneous fcrviccs, ~ ^ _ 

Deficiencies, — 


Total Supplies, 

The Ways and Means for railing the foregoing Supplies. 
Land tax and duty on malt, * — — • 

To be applied out of the finking fund, •— — 

Further application out of the finking fund, 

Surplus of ditto, 

Exchequer bills, — — — — 

By certain furplufles of dutie^i, kc. — — 

Lottery, — — — — 

Surplus of monies granted for the army in 1784, — 

Army favings aiid fioppages in 1785, — -~ 

Impreil, and other monies in the Exchequer, — — 

Further application of the fiaking fund, — — 

By further Exchequer bills, — — . — 

Surplus of inonies voted for Chclfea penfioners in 1785, — 


631 



s. 


4,428,326 

18 

8 

2,043,729 

*9 


346,877 17 

1 

7,255,400 

0 

74 

1,412,203 

I 

64 

i 3 » 486,537 

17 

Is* 

£- 


</• 

2,750,000 

0 

0 

582,488 

15 

94 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

628,982 

0 

r 

2 j 300,000 

0 

0 

188,750 

0 

0 

290,810 

4 

6 t 

65*575 

4 

it 

100,508 

13 

»4 

2,600,000 

0 

0 

3,000,000 

0 

0 

21,568 

^3 



Total of Ways and Means, — 13,900,992 15 4^ 

Total amount of Supplies granted, I3>486,S37 17 


Excefs of Ways and Means, 


414,454 l8 


An authentic and correk lift of the national debt, to the 5th of January in this year. 

Capitals- hitct iJJ, 



£■ 

s. 


£• 

.r. 

d. 

Bank flock, ' 

11,642,406 

0 

0* 

698.544 

0 

0 

Five per cent, navy annuities, ~ 

17,869,993 

9 

10 

893.499 

^3 

5 

Four per cent, confols* ~ — 

32,750,100 

0 

0 

1.310,000 

0 

0 

Three per cent^ coiifols* 

107,401,696 

5 

r 

3,222,050 

ij 

9 

Three per cent reduced, — 

3,7*340.073 

4 

0 

1,120,202 

4 

3 

Three per cent, of 1726, — - 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

30,000 

0 

0 

Long annuities, of 610,37 5!. per annum, cal- 

culati d at ai years purchafe only, — 

20,4U.*SO 

0 

0 

6bo,375 

0 

0 

Sl\ori annuities, 1777, ol 25,000!. per annum ; 
diuo 1778 and 1779, of 412,500!. calculated 

at 14 years purchafe, — 

6 >i 25.4000 

0 

0 

437.S«o 

0 

0 

Carried forward, 

,^.234,540,518 

18 

IX 

,^■8,392,171 

IS 

5 
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1786 Brought forward. 

South Sea flock, 

Three per cent, old annuities, — 

Three per cent, new ditto, ~ 


^.234,540.518 i8 II 


J7S4 


Three percent, of i 7 Si» 
India flock, ~ 

"J'hice per cent, annuities. 


3,66 

n.937.470 

8,494.830 

1,919.600 

3,290,000 

j,ooo,ooo 


6 

7 

10 

o 

o 

o 


j^-8.392.»7i 15 S 

128,197 9 I 
357,224 2 o 
254,844 iK-S I 
57,588 o' o 
356,000 o o 
90^000 o o 


Total lutionid debt, 266,755,203 i2 10 9,^36,026 4 7 


1787 An event of the firil inaportartoe'to the commercial intcrefts of this country, which had 
taken place fubfequeat to tbe conclufion of the iail fetlion of Parlianient, prefented itfelf to the 
immediate notice of that aflembly, when it met, on the 23d 0/ January in this year. This 
was tbeligning, at Vcrfaillcs, on the 26tb of September preceding, a treaty of coauncrce be- 
tween the courts of England and France, of which wc have already given an authentic copy. 

The fpeech from tbe throne, at tbe commencement of the feflion, obferved upon the appa- 
rent tranquillity of Europe, and rwommended the treaty of commerce to tlic fandlion of Par- 
liament, It alfo referred three fpe'cific meafiires to their approbation ; — a convention refpeft- 
ing the cutting of logwood, with the Catholic King ; a plan which had been formed for tranf- 
porting a number of convi^s to a part of theiiland of New Holland, known by the name of 
Botany Bay ; and ceruin regulations for the accommodation of the mercantile part of the 
kingdom, and for fimplifying the public accounts in tbe various branches of tbe revenue. 

On the 1 2th of February, the day appointed for taking the treaty into coniidcration, a pe- 
tition was prefented from the Chamber of Manufaflurers, Hating their fenfe of the ferious and 
awful importance of tbe treaty,— -and that, after the raoft careful invelligation, they had not 
been able to form any certain judgment upon the fubjeft : they, therefore; deprecated the 
Houfes coming to a decifivc vote upon tbat<fay, and.concluded with an allufion to the provi- 
dential efFcfts which were univerfally allowed to have rcfulted from the delay, that had been 
introduced by the mercanole intereft into the difeuffion of die Irilh proportions, This peti- 
tion,. however, not appearing to be of fnfficient weight to caufc the difcoHlon of the treaty to 
be deferred, Mr. Pitt entered upon a communication of the benefits which he conceived would 
refult to Great Britain firom this important tranfadion. . As it may be rekfoiiably fuppofed, 
that the imnifterlal fpeeches on this oocafion contained the real grounds upon which the treaty 
was formed, we lhall give the fubftance of them, as containing the beft hifiory of the nature, 
foundation, and particular objeAs of our new commercial alliance. 

Tbe treaty in queftien had been, for a confiderabk time, in the bands of every manufac- 
turer and merchant in the kingdom, and bad been very freely diicu^d in a great variety of 
publications, without any complaint having been heard from any great manufaduring body 
of men, except tbe petition from tbe Chamber of Commerce i which, after all, did not Hate 
any rcafons againft the treaty, but refted fimply on the vague and unfatisfaAory ground, that 
after between four and five months, the petitioners bad not had fuScient time to eonfider it. 
The allufion made to theconduft and communications of the roanufafturers on the Irhh pro- 
pofitions, and the utility which rcfulted from the delay which their intemntion occafioned, 
was by no means calculated to enforce any arguments offered to keep back the difeuflion of 
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17S7 the commercial treaty* While thofe propofitions were in agitation, the manufa^Lneri of the 
kingdom had fliown, that they poflclfcd the moft uiireniitting vigilance in vvatcliing over their 
intcicfts, and, at lead, a fufficient degree of lirrnncfs in maintaining.their ohjcclions. There 
was not a commercial or manufadtuiing body that thought itlblf concerned, that did not in- 
flantly take the alarm and join in the general rcmonflranccs on the Irilh propofitions ; while, 
on the prclcnt occalion, the manul’aflurcrs, watchful as they are of their inTcvcAs, had taken 
no alarm. The woollen trade, fo naturally dear to this country, had manifciu d no fpccies of 
appvchcnfion : the manufaAurcrs of cambrics, ofglafs, the dilullcry, and other members and 
branches of our domcftic trade, llioiigh, in fafV, particularly alTcfted ])y the treaty, had made 
no complaint ; much Icfs had any notice of objcftlon been rexeived from the maiiufaclurcrs in 
hardware, the potttxies, , and fo far were ilic public from entertaining any diilike, or even 
doubts concerning the merits of this treaty, that the generality of the nation were fanguine in 
witliing for the ratification of it. 

With refpeft to a right conception of the commercial part of the treaty, it will be neccflarv 
to coufiJer the relative Hate of the two kingdoms which ’were to be bound by it. On the very 
ilrft idea of the matter it appears, that France has tlic adviintage in the gifts of foil and cliniatc, 
and in the amount of her natural produce j while Great Britain was, on her part, conf iTcdly 
fuperior in her manufa&nres and artificial produflions. In point of natural produce, f' ranee 
had greatly tlic advantage in this treaty; her wines, brandies, oils and vinegars, particularly 
the two former, arc matters of fuch important value in her produce, a§ to dcUroy all idea of 
reciprocity as to the natural produce : — we, perhaps, have nothing of that kind to put in com- 
petition, but fimptj the article of beer: but, on the contrary, is it not a faft as demonftrably 
clear, tliat Britain, in its turn, poflefles fome manufafturcs cxclufivc of her own; and that in 
others flic has fo completely the advantage of her neighbour, as to put competition at defiance. 
This then is the relative condition, and the precife ground on which a valuable con efporid- 
ence and conne£\ion between the twx countries might be eftablifhed. Having each its own 
diftinft flapic, — having each that which the other w^anted, and not cJafhing in the great and 
leading lines of their refpedive riches, they might be confidcred as two great traders in ditFer- 
ciu branches, who might engage in a traffic that wxuld prove mutually beneficial to them. — 
Granting that a large quantity of their natdral produce would be brought into this country, it 
cannot, on the other hand, be denied, that we ffiould fend more cottons by the direft courfc 
now fettled, than by the circuitous paflages formerly ufed, as well as more of our woollens 
than while reftrifted in their importation to particular ports and burdened with very heavy 
duties. Will not more of our earthen ware and other articles, which, under all the difadvan- 
tages they formerly fufTcred, forced their way into France, now be fent thither in far greater 
quantities; and will not the aggregate of our manufafturcs be greatly and eminently bcnciitcd 
in going to this market loaded only with duties from twelve to ten, and, in one inlhnce, with 
only five per cent. If the advantages, in this refpeft, were not fo palpable as to ftrike every 
mind qualified to form a judgment on the fubjeft, petitions would have flowed in from every 
quarter. 

Thcrarticleof fadlery, which is charged the highcH in the tariff, gave no kind of alarm.-. 
The traders in this article, though cliargcd with a duty of fifteen per cent., knew their fuperi- 
ority fo wcll^ that they chearfully embraced the condition. A market of fo many millions of 
people,— market fo near and prompt,— ^a market of expedition and ceitaili return, of ncceilary 
and cxtcnfive^confumption, thus added to the commerce and manufadurcs of Great Britain is 
Vot. IV. 4 L an 



634 an historjcal\aiid chronological dedoctioh 

A. I). 

1787 an objcfl of moft advantageous acquifitlon. To procure this we ought to give liberal condi* 
tions ; nor ought we, in any degree to hefitatc from the mifcrablc idea that, while this arrange^ 
xnent is fo advantageous to us, will alfo be beneficial to them. It is not hereby a confoling 
but an exhilarating fpeculation to the mind of an Englifhman, that after the empire had been 
engaged in a competition the nioft arduous and imminent it had ever known, after firnggling, 
as it were, for its exigence, ‘ that Hill it maintained its rank and efficacy fo firmly, that France, 
finding it could not ffiake tier, opened its arms, and offered a beneficial coniieflion with Her, 
on eafy, liberal and advantageous terms. 

We agreed, by this treaty, to take from France, on fmall duties, tlic luxuries of her foil* 
which our oWn refinements had converted into ncceffarics. The wines of FVance were already 
fo much in pofleffion of our markets, tliat, with all the high duties paid by us, they found 
their way to our tables: it could not, therefore, but |>rovc a very great advantage to admit 
thefe luxuries on eafier terms : nor would the admiffton of them fupplant the wines of Portugal 
or of Spain ; it would only operate, and very advanfcageoufly, to fupprefs, in a great meafurc, 
a pernicious manufafturc of wines in this country. With refpefl: to brandy, it is an equally 
beneficial and eligible mcafure to diminiffi the duties, the reduflion of which muft have a ma- 
terial effeft on the contraband trade in this aiticie. It is well known, that the quantity clan- 
deftincly imported bears a great proportion to the legal importation ; the legal importation of 
brandy being no more than 600, ooo gallons, and the fuppofed amount of the fmugglcd, ac- 
cording to the bell founded cftimatioi>s bcWcen 300,000 and 400,000 gallons. As this article, 
therefore, had taken fuch complete pofleffiou^ofahe tallc of the nation, it was certainly a right 
policy to procure to the ftatc a greater advantage from the article ihai^; heretofore, and to put 
an end to its contraband trade by Icgalifing the market. 

The oil and vinegar of France are comparatively fmall objefts, but, like the former, they 
were luxuries which had taken the lhape of neceiiaries, and which, of courfc, we did right in 
* accepting on eafy terras. Thefe were the tKitural produds of France to be admitted under the 
treaty. As to the manufaftures of that country, the firft article is cambric, and the fail is, 
that as we had long ago laid afide all competition in that fabric, there could be no injury in 
granting an eafy importation to that which we would have at any rate. In no other article is 
there any tiling very formidable in the rivalry of France. Glafs would not be imported to any 
amount : in particular kinds of lace, indeed, the French miglu have* the advantage, but none 
which they would not enjoy independent of the treaty. 

It has been argued by fomc fpcculating politicians, liut no beneficial treaty could be made 
between this country and France, bccaufc no fuch treaty had ever been formed ; and becaufe, 
on the contrary, commercialintercourfcs with her bad always been injurious to England.— 
This rcafoning, however, was entirely felhicious^: for, in the firft place, we had, during a 
very long ferics of years, experienced^ commercial connexion wkh France; and, fecondly, 
though it might be true, that a corpmdrcial iiytercourfe founded on the treaty of Utrecht would 
have been injurious, it did not fidfow that this would prove the fame, as, at that time, the 
manufafture# in which we now excel poiltifiTed a bare cxiftcncc, and were on the fide of 
Frapee inftead of being againft her. T^hc tariff did not then^ as now, comprehend all the 
articles in whith we comparatively excelled, but, in addition to the produce of France, which 
at all periods muft be the fame, fhc had the J^alance of man ufafturcs alfo in her favour. At 
that period alfo the prejudices of manufafturcrsagainft France were extreme, and ron*cfpondcd 
with the party violence of the day in the reprobation of tlic meafurc; but fo far was the Par- 

a liament 



6 T n « O R I G I N or C Q M M K H C E. ' 6^5 

A. 

1787 Uament from entertaining an opinion, that any commercial treaty made with France mufi he 
dctriinctital to the intcrefls of this country, that it prefented an addrefs to her Majcily, n 
Anne) praying her to renew commercial negotiations with the court of France* M'hc hSi 
really was* that we had not invaiiably confidcred it as a part of our policy to rcfiil all connec- 
tion with France ; — the had ever been more jealous of us than we of her prohibitions began 
on the part of Franc<^, and we only retaliated in our own defence. I'he furrender of revenue 
for great commercial ptrrpofes, is a policy by no means unknown in the hiftory of Great Bri- 
tain ; — incrcafc by )dai|ahs df reduftion mafy bate been a paradox, but experience has long fince 
cftablilhcd itas au incontrovertible maxim of political oeconomies. 

If thb relative fituatioii of the two countries is changed,— ‘if it is true, that at the treaty of 
Utrecht we had but little to fend to France, and that now we had much to fond thither, — that 
out manufafturcs were (b confeflcdly fuperior as to dread no competition, and greatly to couu- 
tcvlnilaucc the natural produce of France, it may be afked, what reafon is there in policy or 
the nature of things to prevent our entering into the treaty; or whether there is any infur- 
mountablc obUaclc tocortneftiohs of intereft and amity between the two countries. 

As to the Methuen treaty, there is nothing in the treaty with France which prevents ait 
entire compliance with the conditions of it, if the Britifli legiflature fliould find it riglit, by 
^he conduft of Portugal, to maintain the full for<;c of that treaty. By enlarging our markets 
for wnne, we neither' infringed on the marktits of Portdgal or Spain ; and as to any other 
powers, it has not been fuggefted that the treaty in qucflion could in the Icaft afFcft our con- 
neflion Nvith them. 

Confidcring the treaty in a political view, the idea of France being the unalterable enemy of 
Great Britain mull be done away. To fuppofe that any nation could be unalterably the 
enemy of another, was weak and childifli* It had ncitlier its foundation in the experience of 
nations, nor iu the hiftory of man. It is a libel on the conllitution of political focicties, a iJ 
fuppofed the cxiftcncc of a diabolical, immoveable malice in the original frame of our nature. 
If there U any thing in the treaty which could julUfy the fnppofition, that the interval of peace 
between the two countries would be fo totally iincmploycd by us, as to difablc us from meet- 
ing France in the moment of war with our accuftoincd ftrength r will it nut lailicr, by open- 
ing new fourccs of wealth, ^eak this forcible language, — that the interval of peace, as it would 
enrich the nation, would alfo prove the means of enabling her to combat her enemy with 
more efteft, whw the day of hoftility fhoiild arrive : but it promifes even more, — as, by pro- 
moting habits of friendly intcrcourfc and of mutual benefit, it will not only invigorate the rc- 
^ fourccs of Great Britain, but Icflcn the pfobability of fuch occafions as muft call them fortiu 
It would certainly have, at Icaft, the happy tendency to make the two nations enter into moie 
intimate communion with one another; and being endeared to each other by the rcfult of 
common benefits, it gave every reafon to hope for the prefervation of harmony between them. 
The pravifions of the treaty neither delude us into fccurity, nor threaten to accomplifh our 
reduSion ; on the contrary, it promifes to ftrenghthen our hands,— and, at the fiimc time, to 
throw the profpeA and the ncceffity of war at a very great diftaiKc. Whatever might lie faid 
of the reftlefs ambition of France, her crafty char^acr and mceffant enmity againft Great Bri- 
tain, her affuranccs and open conduft during the late negotiation, were of a nature as might 
juftify reliatice V at prefent the court of Fj-ance is governed by maxims too prudent and poli- 
tical, not to confult its own fafety and bappinefs beyond tire miuiftcrial aims of impraaicable 
couquaft, Opprcfled as this nation was during the late war, by a moft formidable combiaa- 
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1787 tion for its dcftniAIon, yet had France very little toboaftat the end of die contefti which 
Ihonid induce dicm again to enter deliberately into hoflilitics againft this country; thatcountry 
refleSing, that though flic had gained her objeft in difmembering our empire, flie had done it 
at an cxpence which had funk htrfelf in extreme embarraflinent, and that fuch a combination; 
of hoftile power againft us can never be imagined again to exift : — may not the idea he naturally 
clicrifbcd, that feeing the fteady and durable charaftcr of our fttengtli, and the incfficacy as 
well as the ruin of hoftiJity, France would eagerly wifli to try the benefits of an amicable con- 
nexion wkh us. To imagine that thef' rcmdi would confent tc^ield advanUges without the 
expeXatiou of a return, was too ridiculous to admit into a^omiint ; but though die treaty in 
queftion would afford confiderablc benefit to them, there is every rcafon to believe tliat it would 
be more advantageous to us. The proof of this affertion is ihort and. indubitable. She gains for 
her wines and other produce agreat and opulent market, ^wc did the feme to a much gieatcr de- 
gree. She procured d market of 8,000,000, we a market of 24,000,000 of people.— France gain- 
ed this market' for her produce,' which em^oyed in preparation but few hands, gave little en-- 
eouragemciit to its navigation, and produced bqt little to the ftatc ; we gained this market for 
our manufaXures, which employed many hundreds of dioufands, and which, in collcXing the 
materials from every corner of the world, advanced our maritime ftrength, as well as hi all 
their combinations and in. every article and ftage of their procefs, contributed largely to the 
ftate. F ranee could not gain the accelSdn of ioo,qoo1. to her revenue by the treaty ; but Eng- 
land muft necefliurily gain a million.— This may be cafily demonftrated.— The high price of 
labour in England arifes chiefly from the excife/ and three-fifths of the price of labour arc faid 
to come into the Exchequer, The produce of France, on the contrary, is low in the ftaplc, , 
and lefs produXive to the ftate in the procefs. Even the reduced duties. arcTe propostionabiy 
liighJtbatFrancccouldnotftfhdus 5oo;Q0oi.wofth.of brandies, but we muft gain cent, percent, 
by the article. In this view then, though France might gain, we muft be, comparatively, fo ■ 
much more bpnefitted, that we ought not to fcropte to give the difproportionate advantages with 
which Ibe is fatisfied. It is in the nuure and effcnec-of an agreement between a manufaXuriiig 
country and, a country, blellcd with peculkr produXions, that the advantages muft terminate 
in favour of the former; and the treaty was particularly difpofed and fitted for both Uic con- 
nexions. Thus France is, by the peculiar ‘difpenlatioii of Providence, gifted, perhaps, more 
tlian any country upon earth, with whatmadelife delirable, in point of foil, climatte, and natural 
produXions ; it polTellcs, the. moft fertile vineyards and the richeft iurv^fts s the grteteft luxuries 
of man were produced in it with little. coft. and with moderate; labour. Britain was not thus 
hlcflud, by nature; but it, nevcrthclcfs, poilefled, from the happy ftieedom of its conftittftioii, 
and the equal feciiiity-pf its laws, an energy in Its enterptke, and a ftability in its. exertions, 
which had gradually raifed it to ajlate of commercial grandepr ; and not being fo bountifully 
gifted by Heaven, it bad recourfc to.hdioar and art, .by which it had acquired the ability of- 
fupplying its neighbour with all. the necef&ry ctobelUfhmcnU of lift^ in exchange for her • 
•naturaljuxufica, 7'ha$ ftatKiing with. regard^^fach other, a friendly connexion feemed to 
be pointed out between .tiiem, mfiead of ^»tA9^, <ff#»Mnity, which routed prejudice and party 
xeal can alone confiderasthe natpi^ relariye ppmion of the twocountries.. . 

In oppofition to the cojnmcrciaft«atf,.iJ»e.i^liowing tiattttof.realbni^ purfued with 
no common zeal, ability and eloquence,. /./'.V''.’'-! '• ' \ 

It was urged that, by this treaty wi^Ji%^; we were belying the prbfpetity wc’aX^ually 
poj&ffcd, fhd entering, like bankrupt on ’firecolatibiis of nneothtnon rtfqtie and 

\ ' ■ danger.' 
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1787 danger. That our commerce was ia a courfc of public benefit, which wanted not the aid of 
France to fupport and enlarge it, was an opinion founded on the following ftatement of it, 
from the year 1740 to the coaclufon of thclaft peace : a period in which we had been enabled 
to fuftain the burden of three very cxpcnfive wars from the incrcafe of our commerce. 

Ti he moft flouriftiii'ig period of commerce which this country had ever known, was about 
the year 1750 j— we had during other periods larger exports, but the balance of trade In our 
favour was then at the higheft ; it amounted to near five miUions and an half; but, confidcr- 
ing every circumflancc, it would not be accurate to aflTumc more than four millions as our an-, 
iiual balance from the year 1740, to theconclufion of the laft peace. This, therefore, being 
confidcrcd as the yearly average of foreign trade in our favour, it was necelTary to enquire from 
what countries; this balance was drawn. 


About the year I 745 » trade with Holland was at its height ; it then gave us a balance of 
iK^ar two millions a year, and though it is not now fo great as it formerly was, it is flill the 
greateft we have, and has for the laft forty years produced an annual gain of about 1,400,0001. 

Our trade with Germany is the next in importance, both with refpea to its ftabiliiy and 
extent, to out' trade with Holland. This trade has not been fubjeft to any great fluctuation 
from the beginning of the century ; we have from that time cleared from it about 800, cool, 
and for tlic laft forty or fifty years above 700,000!. a year. 

After Holland and Gcrmairy, our next moft beneficial trade was with P'landcrs. This trade 
was not great in the beginning of the century r—fince the year 1740, it might be eftimated at 

600.0001. per annum fincetbc year l^Tyo, it had been on an average 8oo,oooi. and in 1785, 
it was within fifty tboufand pounds of a million in our favour. 

The balance of trade with Portugal had been, at an average, for thirty years previous to the 
peace in 1763^ 8oo,oooL : for the year 174a to the prefent time, it had amounted to above 

400.0001. a year. 

Our trade with Spain for the laft forty years had given us near 400,000!.; though, at pre- 
fent, exclufivc of ihe;,Ncwfoun:dJaad filh, it did not much exceed 1 50,000!. per annum. With 
North America, there had been a balance in our favour fince the year 1740 of near 500,000!. 
per annum. 

In this account Ireland is omitted, as on account of the different modes of valuing her linens 
in the Englilh and Iri(h Cuftom-lioufe, there is a divcrfity of opinion as to the balance. Our 
trade to Africa, as well as fcvcral other fourccs of profttable commerce are alfo omitted, being 
confidcrcd a« fupplics to the drain which the nation experiences in its trade with Ruffia, 

’ Sweden, Turkey, See. with which countries, though the trade is beneficial on account of im- 
porting raw matetials and exporting manufaflurcs, thebalatice is ncverthelefs«gainft us. 

From this ftatcmeiu, the ancient channels appear, in which our commerce has flowed for 
upwards of half a century, with uninterrupted fuccefs. Hitherto we have gi’catly profpered in 
our commerce, without having had French maikcts open to us, or having had our markets 
open to them; and though it could not be poffibJy alTerted, that this mutual interdidrion of 
commerce ha<J been the caufc of our proiperity^ yet, as we had profpered, and did profper with- 
out an open trade with Frahcc, it was imprudent to adopt a change of fyftcm, and for fpecu- 
lativc benefits to rifk real advantages. If, during the laft five years, our commerce had been 
ftationary or cncreafin^g;, where was. the wifdom of interrupting its courfe by new atrange- 
mcntsTWhvlhould it not Iwlcftto its ov^h fuccefs ful operation? If it had diminifhed, why 
^ Ihould wc ti& us fuithcjdwqinuuon by openm^ France, It muft have been in 

that 
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1 7S7 that cafe, from her rivalry in foreign markets, that our export trade had decroafed ; and !f flic 
had driven us out of foreign markets, what chance could \vc hav£ of meeting lu r in lier own ? 
It was therefore highly dangcrows and impolitic to abandon a commercial fyftcin by which we 
had rifen.to our prefent heighfh in the fcalc of nations, and to adopt one in its place wdiich our 
anccllors, from long experience had reprobated, as detrimental to the kingdom, was an un- 
wife meafure, and not to be juflified, except hy a change in the relative ftuations of Great 
Britain and France ; the certainty of which change having taken place fince the time of Charles 
the Second, liad by no nwans been proved. . 

But defrending frorp a general view of this great objeil, to the individual evils whicli were 
Aippofed to rcl'ult from it, it w'as contended, in the fiiil place, that our woollen manufafluie 
would be injured hy this treaty. Though it might be faid, with tiuth, that wc had opened 
to ourfdves a market containing' twenty-four millions of people, while France bad only ob- 
tained a market of eight millions, yet 116 right eftimate could be made on fuch a fcale of com- 
putation. The advantages were rather to be eft'miated from the confuinptioa of the nation’s 
produce. The raw material, were it grown in the country, and then manufafluted, was cer- 
tainly the eftimate of one nation’s profit with another in a commercial ifUercourfe. As far, 
therefore, as the woollen articles we might export to France, by virtue of this treaty, were 
compofed of Englilh wool, wf Ihould clearly have the benefit; but as wc ul'ed at leaft 350,0001. 
worth of Spanifh wool in our manufaftures of woollen cloths, wc clearly loft this advantage 
of the raw material: and what yet more incrcafcd our lofs was, that Spain might give France 
an opportunity of importing their wool under the fan&ion of the treaty which refloiwl both to 
France and Spain the privilege* of the Family Compafl ; by which France would be able to 
manufafture this article, and afterwards ferve us with the commodity which wc before made 
ourfelvcs : and as it was a fpecics of clotli which pur wool would not make, wc fhould Ire ob- 
liged to ptrrehafe it from France, under the difadvantage of their having the labour, and wc 
the loft of the artificers; and they the cn\olument8, and we the lofs of the imnufafture.— - 
As to brandy, it was contended, that, the treaty in queftion would, by no means, diininifh 
the fmuggUng of that article into this country : 600,000 gallons were the eftimate of the 
brandies imported i but of tliis quantity only i6o,oq 0 gallons were imported annually from 
France, It was therefore evident, that the reft muft be chiefly imported from Spain,, or fome 
either countries on t^t part of tlte continciu ; confequently, to lower dl« duties of what was 
imported from France, could no! inf reafe the revenue’} for* as what wds imported from thence 
was evidently fo difpropqrtionatc t6 what we imported from Spain and otlicr countries, no iu- 
creafe of Gonfunaptimr in brandies could poffibly be exppi&ed. 

The cotton manufaftofy was reprefentod as being fupppried By dw working a raw material 
of which no left a quantity than i 7 ,ock>,qoo of pounds of wool cotton was ufed i but of this 
' quantity half was imported from France, Portugal, and the Braails. not this, there- 

fore, an alarming -citcumftance to a man^fft^ure of fuch cottfequenee as tllat of cotton, fuftian, 
and velvet was to this country ?— By this treaty, France herfclf might withhold two millions 
of the q:Uatttitjr wc ufed, and keep U for hey own rifmg manufaSures : and if we were deprived 
of this raw material, one of our greateft ipanufaaufes would bo deftroyedi, or, at leaft, tranf- 
plantcd to France. By commercial treaty, it was argOed, the Methuen treaty would be 
deftioycd ; as the principle of that' treaty, nasnely, admitting , the wines of Porti^al one-tbird 
under thofe of France, would have no longcV^ i? the datiei pn French wines were 

reduced to the prefent duties on diofe of Po*tflg»iv It was troc» dt«t by lowering the 'duties 
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1787 one- third on Portugal wines afterwards, the treaty might be renewed ; but to be obliged, in 
confcquencc of this commercial treaty, to admit wines from France on the fame terms as tliofe 
of Portugal, would be evincing that we had abandoned that pTiiiciplc of policy wliich had been 
the cement of our alliance with that country. Would flic not thciclore confidcr, that the in- 
ducement no longer exiflcd which had been the caufe of our long and profperous fricndflilp ? 

^ This would certainly be a great obftaclc to her defircs to enter into treaty with us again. — Be- 
fidcs, this commercial treaty with France mull convince Portugal, that Ave had abandoned 
every principle of policy which had been her bell defence againft fuperior and neighbouring 
powers : that, tbcrcfoi'c, which tempted her to couit our protection by fuch an advantageous 
alliance, no longer cxifting, we could not expeft that flic would haftca to renew it ; and, if 
fhc did, it might poffibly be on terms much more advantageous to hcrfelf, and detrimental to 
us. If our luxury had converted wine into a neceflary, that obfervation was particularly true 
of Portugal wines, which this country would never rclinqulfh. The wdnes of Portugal, there- 
to] e, wouTd continue to be imported ; and if we did nor pay for them with manufactures, we 
Ihould pay for them with money. As to cotton, it was a raw material ncceflary to the fup- 
porl of our own induftry ; and, therefore, let the provocation on the part of Portugal be ever 
fo great, would never be prohibited. It might be aiked— IT the Methuen treaty was difeon- 
tinued, what was lo compenfate for the advantage wljich we loft from 150,0001. worth of fait 
flih fent annually to thatcountr}^ ? — Where could we find a* market for this invaluable article 
of our commerce ? — If any where, we fliould cxpefl to have if in France : for as we lofc a be- 
nefit in confequence of giving them an advantage^ we certainly have a right to expeft a com- 
penfation from them.. But France had a fiftiery of its own, and therefore rauft be the rival, 
inftead of a cuftomer of ours. It was evident, therefore, that in this inftance, among others, 
a very material facrificc was offered to the pretences of France ; as we fhali lofc not only this 
fale of our produce, but alfo the proportionate opportunity of reaping thofe advantages from 
our lllhcrics which rendered them the raoft immediate nurfcrics of our feainen. The unalter- 
able political enmity of PVance to Great Britain, and the impoffibility of a folid good accruing 
to this covintry from the prefent, or any other commercial treaty, was aJfo ftated with much 
energy «ind confidence. 

Such were the leading features of the arguments of thofe who fupported, and thofe who op- 
pofed this important meafurc : but the nation at large Confirmed, by its approbation, the con- 
duft of government in this new political arrangement ; and thofe fanguine and general expec- 
tations were formed of benefits rcfulting from it, which, we truft, will not be difappointed. 

After very mature deliberations on this fubjeft, both Houfes of Parliament concurred in 
prefenting the following addrefs to the throne, on Thuvfday the 8th of March. 

* * A Ujl pa clous Sq vii'c'ptf 

** We, your Majefty’s moll dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and 
Commons, in this pvelcnt Parliament aftemblcd, having taken into our moft ferious conlldera- 
tion the pro vifioiis contained in the treaty of navigation and commerce, concluded between 
your Majtfty and the Moft Cbriftian King, beg leave to approach your Majefty with our 
ferious and grateful acknovvlc^dgmcnts for this additional proof of your Afajefty’s conftant at^ 
tention to the welfiire and happineft of your fubjefts* We fliall proceed, with all proper ex- 
pedition, on taking fuch fteps as may be ncccflary for giving cfFeft to a fyftem fo well calcu- 
• Jated to promote a beneficial intcrcourfe between Great Britain and F ranee, and to give addi- 
tional permanence to the bleffings of peace. 

It 
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1^87 It is our firm pcrfuafion tliiit we cajiiiot more cfici^luiilly confult the general intereft of 
our couutiy, and the glory of youi ]\1njfjly’s reign, than by concurring in a meafurc winch 
tduis'to the CKtenfion of trade., and ti)c t ncouiagcnicnr cl' induftry and nianufafture, the 
genuine fourcts of naiianal wcaltli, and the fuicil ioundation of the profperity and happincli 
of your Majefty’s doniinionis,” N.c. 6wC. 

The confolidation of the cufioms, a fubjvfl of very great Importance to the commerce jf 
this country, bad been fuggefted to the attention of Parliament in the fpcccli from the throne ; 
and on the 26th of FcbruaiY> the Chanedietr of the' Exchequer opened this biifincfs to the 
Houfc of Commons* 

The incrcaiing commerce of the country on the one hand, and the accumulated burthens 
on the other, the .various additions which it had been ncccfl'ary to make to the national in- 
come, by augmenting almoft every fubfifting duty, and the concomitant progrcllion of the 
Tcfources from whence that income was fupplied, had lo w'idely exceeded the expeftations of 
our anceftors, and all the grounds of calculation on which they founded their fyftcm of finance, 
that the principles which they adopted, as lulled to the narrow and confined fcalc of their 
public exigency and rcfources, were no longer applicable to the prefciit ftatc either of the trade 
or the revenue of the country. The confcqucaces of thus retaining the old principle under 
the altered circuntftaaccs of the couptry, were, in feveraJ points of view, highly detrimental 
'to the interefts of the natiom In the firft, and mod: material inftance, they were produftivc 
of great inconvenience to individuals, as w’'ell to the merchants as to the officers of the cuf- 
toms, from the difficulty they occafioned in calculating and afeertaining the amount of the 
feveral fums to be paid by the former and they were alfo, in foine degree, attended with an 
- aftual lofa to theVevenue* 

The firft inftitution of the prefent fubfifting duties of cuftom, was made by a ftatate of the 
1 2 th of Charles JL under the names of the tonnage and poundage: the firft of thofe was an 
i npofitioti on wines, laid on by the quantities imported ; and the other was a proportional 
duty, calculated by value on all other articles. This laft duty of poundage, was of a nature 
liable to gre^at inaccuracy and irregularity; the value of the goods was afeertained by a book of 
rates, and computed on the quantities of the goods, cither with refpeft to gage, to weight, or 
to tai//e: it was not a real value which was fixed upon them, fo that the duty fhouM bear a 
certain proportion to that real value, but an arbitrary value, perhaps, according to their aftuai 
ftandard at the time of iiuppfzfig thc^uty ; yet which inuft, from the natural fluAuations of 
trade and manufafturcs, be neceffarily liable to many changes and alterations. The confe- 
qucncc of fuch a mode of taxation, when it was laid on by bulk, was, that in goods of one 
general defeription, tlie duty was always the fame, whether upon the finer or tlie coarfer ma- 
nufaflurc ; by which means it either operated as a prohibition to tlic latter, or was not at all 
felt by the former. There was, befidcs, another mode by which duties were iotipofed, and 
this by a proportion to the value on goods not rated, being the real and aftual value of thfe 
goods as fworn to by the impaitcr* This principle of taxation, when once adopted, was pur-* 
fued in every ftefii fubfidy which had been granted for the payment of the intereft of the feve- 
raJ loans which wert raifed from timo 4 o time. In feme inftanccs it bad operated by. impo- 
fing additional duties, calculated by a per centage on tlic duties at prelent paid ; in others, it 
laid a further duty on a different denomination of the commodity, either witli'rcfpcA to its 
valnc, its bulk, its weight, or its number ; and .proceeding gradually in this manner, from 
j>eriod to period, it had, at length, by the numerous additions fo made, and the unbounded 

incrcafe 
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1787 incrcAie of the articles of commerce, produced that mafs of confufion •which was,^ this time, 
a fa^eft iuch antverfal complamt, — as produiftive of an infinity of inconvenience and delay 

whom it was the intereft of the Country to have as free as poffible from allembarraiTment, — the 
i^rcanti le part of the n ation. 

In examining the nature and extent of thofe inconvcniencies which arofe from hence to the 
merchaots, it appeared, that alttioft all the additional fubfidies had been appropriated to fomc 
fpecifiefund, for the payment of certain fpccific annuities, and that there muft, .therefore, be 
a feparate calculation made at the cnftom-hbufc for each of the different fubfidies ; and that, 
from the great complexity of the whole fyftem, fcatcely any one merchant could be acquainted, 
by any calculations of his own, with the c?taft amount of what he was to pay. It was, at the 
ftrft view, perltapa, a ground for aftoniihmenf, that confequenccs ferioufly bad had not as yet 
Tcfulted from this evil ; but there were two caufes by which that circumftancc might be ac- 
counted for. The firft was, that fome perfons, employed in the cuftom-houie, whole whole 
tirae was dedicated to the beliefs, and who of courfe ware more converfant with it than any 
•merchant could befuppofed to bc,‘ had, for the eafe and conypnience of the traders and mef- 
chants, arranged a general view of the cufioms, in the form of a book of rates, which was, to 
a certain degree, found to be ufcful : but the utility arifing from fuch a compilation, could not 
be of any long {landing, when it •was confiderod th^t there was, every felfion of Parliament, 
Ibme alteration or another made in fcveral of the duties, and each of thofe alterations, follow- 
ing the old principle, totally imbinged and overturned the ufc of every preceding printed cal- 
culation. But even if this difadvantage did not attend the cuilom-boufe officers book of rates, 
it yet tended only to relieve, in a very tnconiiderable degree, the grievance complained of ; for 
though the calculations contained in the book might have been never fo accurate, ncverthelefs 
the merchant coulj^ not go. to the cuftom-houfe and enter his goods immediately, by paying 
down the futn fiated in the book of rates, but muft wait, as if fuch book never cxifted, until 
all the ufual calculations oa fubfidy had been made, — the feverai . a£ls by which fuch fub- 

fidies had been granted having lb direfted ; and thus, in point of time, nothing was faved by 
tlte merebant. The other caufc, by which the inconvenience was in fome degree obviated, 
was one, to which, for many good reafons, as fpeedy a coneixtfion IhouH be ihade as poffible. 
The officers of the cuftoms having, from conftant praftice and experience, acquired a greater 
iacilfty in maki n g the neceflary calcolations than the merchant could be fuppoled to have done, 
were the only perfons to whom the inerchant could apply for affiftance and direftion. Thus 
the merchant. was not only in a great degree left at the mercy of the officers, but the officers 
thcmfelves, who were intended to be a check upon the merchants,' were forced to become ihcir 
agents : apMceeding repugnahtto every principIcrf>frcafon and policy. Norwere thefc abufes 
confined to the cuftoms, they exifted alfo, though not to the fame extent, in the excife, and, in 
aeertain in another great bratich of the revenue, tlie {lamps. 

The mode, therelbre, by*whieh it was now propofed to remedy this great abufe was, by 
aboliffiing: all' the dutibX Which now fnbfiftcd in this confufed and complex manner, and to 
fubftitttte in their fteJI one Angle duty on each article, amounting as nearly as poffible to the 
aggregate of «U the various fubfidies already paid j ottly in general where a fraftion" was found 
in any of the fume* to charge the fiaaion for the neateft integral number, ufually taking the 
higher, rather than ffie lower. To this rife in the daties there could be no objedion, as it 
would anniliilatB all the iwnfufion confcquent on fraftions i for although the advance from 
fn^aions to the inmger, would produce an increafe in the revenue to the amount of 2o,oool. 
VoulV. 4M per 
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1787 per antinni, fuch an additional barth«n would be moft amply companiated by the greiu relief 
which the merchant would experience from tb« whole of ihc plan* fie6d*t». there would ftiU 
be fomc tUnunution of revenue in certain biaache* of it,, where it might be found expedient to 
fobllitute the lower for the liigher integral numbers, infieadof the frafiion. 

TIm: plan not only regarded the convenience of the merchant and the officers of the cuftoftt* 
houfe, but alfo greatly promoted the revenue kleif, by freeing it from, tbef clogs and fetters 
with which u was loaded, andchanging tiw obfeurity under which u now laboured, to forms 
-fo clear and dilUnA, tihat no miftake or errmr*could ftoffibly take place in any future inquiries 
which might be made upon the fabjed. ^ 

It may notalfo be improper to mention, ibatcanany oftbe inbiidies which it was propofed 
toabolilh^ were paitica]|U'ly appropriated m the payment of certain fp^dfed. annuitants, and 
as fome of the annukants wereentitled to A ralatble prior^y of payment, it was doubted whe- 
ther fuch right of priority, might hot be inhinged, by aholiffiing thOfe funds from which fuch 
prior payofents were to^'lffiie, and confolidsting them all ihto one general inafs. Butthis 
• valuable priority-was guarded froin ail danger, m the plan would leave it-at the option of all 
perlbns enjoying fnch right of priority to continue in pol&ffion .of.it,, or relinquilh it as thcy< 
might think proper. . 

This priority of payment arafe from the terms c^ the feveral loans, by which certain funds 
were railed for the payment of tfaf intereftoffucbloatis^ and the furpluffes oftliofe funds to go 
to the aggrcj^e fund, opt of which aggregate^^nd other annuities were to be paid, 'lire right 
of priority, theiefott, mtgb^ as well be maintalried by paying them ail out of one general fund,, 
as . by paying,, firft,' one fet of annuitants out of feveraL funds, and the remaining annuitants 
out of Che furplttfies of thofe funds ; provided that, Sml of ^satigeneral fund, the fiiB paynscii| 
arc aftaally made to thofe anntritants enriUpd to that priority. . By. fuch an arrangement, | 
injury could poffibly arife to the public credit, and no real benefit refuUed to tlvoflif:«tiho 
joyed the right of prior payment, the rpfiMiKset of the country bring equally botiiiili'fuc the 
paytnentof the whole, and die psyimenta already made to -the annuitants were not paid out of 
the refpedive funds appropriated to the diffeienc annuities, but tlw whole of that bulinefs is** 
condui^cd ai the Bank, nearly inj^ fame manner as it wonld be. when tiie whole of die revenue 
was confolidated into one goneiid fiiindi. < . . : ^ 

The ilafe certainly has a ri^b conMent with its good. faith In its creditors,, to make, fuch 
altermiphs in the rtature of its fecuritiesk as ft BtOald fee to be convenient and ncceHary. ; pro- 
vided that, incveiy fuch alteration,, ktakes rinre m iubftitute fuch a fecurity, which Ihouid be 
lubflantially equivalent to that which dms fit changed. There cottld,. there£env be no objec- 
tion,. on the ground of public faith, to die fyftem which was now propofed, as not only all the 
funds thiln cciivfolidated were tp IweOme chargeable with the public debt, but that every other 
rcfource of the country, of every defeription whatever^, Ihouid b« coHateral fpeurity for tlie 
payment of thofe debts i'-.*evea tlm aidk of : the Botnotwitliftanding the un- 
doubted right of die legilUtutp to change its it certainly pught not 

to be done,.;if itcouid bepdffiblydvoidt^^y 9 itliW fii|^ conlent.of ^6^ credkora, which, 
indeedf' it has bCen the epn^nt prrim^ df: lP#i»mentto take, whenever it proceeded upon 
any fuch mcafore. tn tbeprefent daf^ the cooled was to be taken by. alinwtng a propcr.t imo 
for the public credJtort to mske'thejCsDbjefilorif, msd, Ifin that time none wem mado, to.cf*n- 
Brue their iilsnce intoacqurefcohdC.' As to^eftiada, it did not appear thatany of them could 
poffibly be affeded inany difirivanrigeons ntaoher, by the sew modification. Such- appear to 

have 
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1787 litve been the grovndt on which the Chancellor of the Exchequer made a motion for a prcli- 
mioarjr refelution to the following paiport ^>*Tbat all duties of cufiomt, excife, aud certain 
(kities of ilatnps, do^teafe and determine, and that other duties be fubfiitutcd in their ftcad. 
In the motion -were incladed ceriein fpecific exceptions, as the duties on malt, mum, cyder, 
jpeny, Stc. 

The introduQion'of* this <«neafure oKifioned no debate. The objeft was fo plainly ad van • 
-tageous as to eonimand the omtcurrence of every defcri{nion of Members in the Houfc ofiCom- 
tnons. The only refolutkm in the Committee of the whole Houle appointed to uke into con> 
iideration the confolidadon of the culloms, that occafiofied any debate, was moved by Mr. 
Pitt on the thirteenth of March, and hid for its objeS the reduftion of the duties upon bran^ 
dies to tile rate of hve Ihillingt per gallon. This, «s the Mimller obforved, was two ihiliings 
lower than the ftandacd promded for by the treaty 5 and he refted the pohey of the meafure on 
its tendency to coumeraft and overthrow the contraband trade. The dilFcreiice between the 
.quantity of bnndy fmuggled, and that which bad been legally imported was inedrgions ; the 
former amounting to about 4^000,000 of-gallons, while the latter did not exceed 6 or 700,000, 
If, indeed, the whole of the intended redudion of duty were'to operate as an uncompenfaied 
redudion upon the revenue, the lofs would, indeed, amount tothefua\of 200,000!. per 
annum : but an incriafed importation of 800,000 gallons, deduced from the 4,000,000, at 
this time illegally wnported, would form a fulficicnt compenfadon,— Hind there was every reafon 
40 expeft much more. ‘ Samples of the different forts of brandy ^eolie^d at the places of im. 
portation, with an account of tlteir 6rft coft; and thefc fiimples having been exprefsly examin- 
ed by very principal merchants, it was their opinion that, in almeft every different fort, the 
fair trader, under the propofed redufiton, would be abfolutcly able to underfell the fmaggier. 
An additional regulation was atfo propofed to be adopted, which would fecure a confiderabie 
. part of the oieeellary eompenfation, and not leave the wholeto an unavoidable rillc ; it would 
alfo operate as an anforer to another objedionable confequence, the introducing a more ex- 
tended ufc of fpirltiious liquors among the common people, and this was— to raife the price of 
licences fo the retailers offuch liquors. In anfwer to thofe ohiervations it was laid, that fatal 
confequences would refult from the propi^ed regulation to the importafi of rum from the 
Weft India lilands, and that, according to the nnaxtimous opinion of a large body of planters 
and merchants, our rums would not be ableto ffand a cowqietition with the brandies, and muff 
be totally driven oat of the market. It was alfo lamented, thatehe Cbaacellor'of tiie Exchequer 
had not been able to obtain the accounts of thequantity of brandy fmuggled into this country, 
before tbcLconciurion of the treaty, as it was fuggefted that F ranee would certainly have given 
. an equivalent for^be beneht of having her brandies imported into Great Britain at fo low a 
duty. This refoiution, boweveri like all the other* in the fyftem of confolidation, was car- 
ried without a dlvifion. ‘ ' 

Mr. Pitt having moved for leave lo bring in |.biU, puifoant to the refolotions relative to the 
Eiench treaty and tbceonfolidaied duties, Sir Grey Cooper objcfled to the proportion. He 
taid, .foaf if it had not been for the fortuitous and fii^ukr circumftances in the fame feffion, 
and almoft at the fame time, when a great innovation in the comtnerce of the kingdom was 
..propofed, the bill, which had long been in contemplation for fimplifying the duties of cuftoms, 
had been brDO|ht forward, there muff aeceffarily have been a feparate and diftina bill for ren- 
•ileringefeaoalthetaofF of tlie French treaty: for this and other reafons, he fuggefted an 
•mfiadhieht to Mr, Pitt’s owtiun, which was to infert the words, “ a bill or bills,'’ aodamo- 

4 M a lion 
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1787 tion was made to that effed. Tb« Miniiler argued the inipra&ical>i)it7 of complying with the' 
motion, iince, if tlie plans were ihtroduced ieparately, one of two things muft take place ;~ 
either the treaty muft have the priority, and, in that cafe, there muft be a coniiderable reduc- 
tion in the duties on French commodities, duties already appropriated to particular funds for 
paying the intcrCft of the public debt, without the introduflion of an equiralent, and, of con- 
fequence, the funds muft be dimini&ed ; or, on tbe other hand, the plan of confolidation muft 
Jbehrft carried into execution, and the duties on French commodities muft neceftariiy bie regu- 
lated before the neceftity of fuchpregulations had been recognized by Fariiament. The propofed 
amendment was loft on a divifion. 

AnoUier point was ftrongly and repeatedly Urged by Sir < 3 iey*Cboper, though it was not fo 
generally elpoufed : this was the coniidcration, that though the committee for forming thefe 
* rcfolutions had received no inftrnftion bntthe general ortp, for confidering fo much of the 
King’s fpeech as relived to the ftmplifying the public accounts, yet, in reality, they had im- 
pofed new taxes by more tlian lOC rcfolutions upon timber for (hip-building. Heals, battens 
and ftaves ; and they had even been made the*vehicle for reducing the duty on*Porttigal wine. 
He therefore moved, that the rcfolutions be recommitted, and thatfuitable inftrudions be 
given to the committee for their adoption. The Chancellor of the Exdiequer aflerted,- tliat it 
was abfurd to imagine, that the refolution which had led to the forming of the committee, had 
intended nothing more than a fimpli^cation of the cuftoms, by advancing the amount of the 
fcveral duties, in which there appeared fraSional numbers, ftnee this alone, inftcad of (impli- 
fying, would have proved the means of additional coiifuftoo in the tranfadions of the revenue. 
This motion was alfo negatived. 

In one of the later ftages of the bill, tbe queftion was>taken up rcfpediing tlieduty on French 
lawns : when it was afterted, that foreign thread and bone lace might be imported on a duty of 
1 7s. yd. per dozen yards, which, on laces of 2d. or gd. a yard, (the only thread laces imported 
in any quantity) was equivalent to a prohibition ; confeqoently no duty on them was collcft- 
ed, and the whole was imuggled. As to tbe valuable thread laces, fuch as point, &c. the fame 
duty erred on the other fide, being totally difproportiotute to the value. With refpeft to foreign 
filk laces, they were abfolutely prohibited, and could not be imported from any nation what- 
ever. Thcfc filk laces, it was (aid, made feven-tenths, at kiaft, ofthe confumption of tlie Bri- 
tifh dominions in that article to the amount of <3io6,oOd[< per annum, and that the duty loft to 
our revenue, was given to the -French fiau^lers.' To thefe objeAtons the Miniiler replied, 
th.it he was thoroughly groun<(ed in bis opiRu;>n> that the principle qf the tax on lace, was dif- 
ferent from tliat which had been voted upon cambric for, in fed, this laft was calculated upon 
the .price and not upon the value, exadiy in the feme inatiner as the tax fipon French lacc. — 
He admitted , that the difference between the Value -of the fevcral (bits of laces was greater titan 
that between the various forts of cambrics, fo that tbe proportion of duty paid by the higher 
priced laces, . vvas lower in comparifon «|)th that paid by the inferior kinds, tbstn the fame pro- 
portion in the article of cambrics ;' btit fnll it whs evident, that the principle of both the taxes 
was the feme, and it hadibeen a pradice, foUbwCd in many times, to impofe them on the quan- 
titv inflead of the value of the article. Whetlicr the tax Upon lace was or was not impofed in 
the mod prudent and; poHtic mode, was a fubjed for fepai^te diicuffion. The afthrtibh, tlvt 
French lace ftitl continued to be prohibited, wUs^A miftake in point offeiSt; for k waV' provided 
for in the treaty, that all artklce not'Cnumdrated in the tarkf (hould he imported feom P'rance 
into this country, as fipm the moft favoured mion. Thcconicqutmoeof witfeh uras, that 

lacc 
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»787^‘lac«, not being induded in the tariff, was no longer fubjeft to the prohibition, Thcfc obfer- 
vatioiis could only apply to thread lace, for as to lilk lace, every fort and defcription of it ftiil 
continued aftually and cxprefsly prohibited by the treaty. But if it fhould be fdund expedient 
at any future period, there was not any thing in the treaty which could, iir any degree, prevent 
their being admitted hereafter under any duty which might be thought aSvifeable, 

The confolidation aft did not pafs the Houfe of Lords without exciting fomc oppofition, but 
it was not fufficient to prevent Us finally reaching the throne. * 

The laws of irfiprifonnient for debt have long been acknowledged to be a difgracc to the Ic- 
giflativccode of this country. As it very feldoni happens, that aa error which has crept into 
any government, is immediately remedied, — thejntroduftion of a permanent improvement in 
our laws upon this fubjefl: has long been procraftinated, and refort has been had to various 
expedients for diminUhing the prefent evil. One of thefe expedients has been what are called 
Afts of Grace, originating in the clemency ofthe lovercign on his acceffion to the throne a 
fecond expedient h^s been what is denominated tht Lords Aft, which is a kind of perpetual 
law, provided for the compounding the affairs of debtors whofc debts do not exceed 200I. : a 
farther expedient is, that of ASs of Infolvency, which have been ufually paffsd at periods of 
various diftance, when the prifons of tltc kingdom have been fo fall, as to be fuppofed to render 
them abfoiutcly ncccflary. , 

The laft infolvent aft was occafioned by the riots in 1780, and in fcveral fucceflivc years at- 
tempts have been made, but in vain, , to clear the prifons by the fame means. In this year a 
bill of a fimilar nanirc was introduced UUo Parliament, paffed tbc Houfe of Commons, and 
was read a fccond time in the Houfe of Lords on the aad of May. The Duke of Norfolk 
ftated, on the oecafion, that there wer6 above 3,000 debtors confined in the different prifons of 
the kingdom, the lofs of whofc labour was a material injury to the public. The objeft of the 
bill, his Grace added, to fet the unfortunate, and not the fraudulent, debtors at liberty ; 
the bill, therefore, contained fcveral reftraining claufes forrhc prevention of fraud and impo- 
fitfon; butifany further reftraints fhould be thought ncceflary, they might be added, and the 
bill thereby fo modified as to anfwcr thefe purpofes which were the real objeft of it. 

Lord Rawdon urged in favour ofthe bill, that originally fo much attention had been given 
to the ufciulnefs of each individual to his family and the public, that whenever his property 
was fcizcd, .his uteufilsof agriculture were deemed unattachablc. The proceeding by diftraint 
was the firft procefs, and that was multiplied till all the property of the debtor was feized. — 
Afterwards, the apprehendmg the pcrfonof the debtor, in order to oblige him to give an ac- 
count of his effefts, was added ; but it was not till the time of Charles the Second that, in con- 
fequcnce of the alteration of tenures, the prefent mode of retaining the debtor in prilbn for a 
long and uncertaki period, at the foie mercy of hia-creditor^ was added. 

The Lord Chancellor Thurlow, by whofc interpofition the bill had been rejefted in fcveral 
preceding inftances, delivered his feminlcnts in a very full and explicit manner, and as it is an 
opinion proceeding fromf facli high auiJiority, we mall give the fubfiance of it. 

His lordrtiip entered at lar^. Into the argument ofthe inexpediency of afts of infolvency, as 
well as the mani&ft injuftice qf^iiakmg in upon that power of coercion of payment, with 
which the law of thie coUnti^hW armed the creditor for the fccurity of his property. The 
general idea, that humanity required the intervention of the legiflatme between the debtor and 
the creditor, i^as a falfc hbtion, founded in error, and dangerous in praftice. He who had 
frtxjiient dj^rtunitiefe of khoMng and witneffmg the temper of creditors, fddom found caufc 

of 
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1787 of (otnpIaiRt on the ground -of their feverity ; but, on tin contrary, the kni^ and kindnefs of 
the coJIeftjve body of creditors who daily came before him, were uniforaity great. Warm, and 
abundant. In aid .of lus>own obfervatioa, he mentioned a great law authority for declaring, 

that for every twenty debtors there fcarcely appeared in the courts of law one cruel creditor 

It had been raid, that the laws refpefting deteor and creditor, in mefne procefs, andinexe-, 
cution, flood in need of revilion, with a view to alteration and amendment— and there was 
fome foundation for the aCertion, and he Ibotild be willing to pay every poflible attention in 
his power to the coniiderttion of fo weighky and important a fubjed ; but, in the mean time, 
lie eamefily reprobated fuch breaches of faith with creditors as occafiona! bills of iofolvency. 
With regard to the aigument, that there were 3,000 debtors in different gaols, the ixumber of 
aAnal prifoners on mefne proceis, or in execution, was one thing; the number of prifoners, 
including their familietand attendants, was another; and the number of prifoners on the fpe* 
cuiationof an inrolvent*'bill, was a third. A much greater evil than tlie iofs of liberty, was 
the diiBpatkin and corn^on that prevmlcdin all our prifons, and to that objcA it would be 
much better^ dired the fpirit of refotmatioe, than to defrauding the creditor of his chance of 
recovering his property by letting loofe his debtor, aiid taking from him ^e h<^s of payment. 

Tire Lord Cbancetlor made ^e diftinflion between debtors in tefpciff to trade, and debtors 
oT another defcrtpWon. He %oke of the ancient notion under which a tradefnaan, who could 
not pay his debts^ was puniOiable ; afterwards, as tlie principles of trade became better undcr- 
.!fiood, more enlarged ideas prevailed, and the bankrupt laws were iiiilitutiEd for the relief of 
' ihofe traders who bad, through unforefeen misfortunes, incurred debts to a greater amount 
than their- capiols and-tbe fuau owt;^ to diem would fatisfy. Thcfe laws had ever been 4 
.generous proviiion, as well as a wife prated ton, for cafes of that deferiptbn. On the otlier 
hand, thofe who ran i^i debt, knowing that they oevet ihoutd be able to pay, were certainly 
fit fubjeds of that feverity which tbt law, as it fiood, empowered their creditors to exercife to, 
wards them. The prefent bill made no ibrt of diftihdion between the two deferiptions, but 
provided equally for the iibpration of ail debtors of almoft every defeription ; and confequently, 
being indilcriminate in its objed, could not pt^ibly be juft. He dated the hifiory of the 
Lords ad, Ihcwing, that it went on tbe principk of the Ctffi* Btntrum in Bfe in Scotland, and 
"be drew an argument from thence againft the prqpofed bill of infolvency. He proceeded alfo 
. to date fome ideas which he bad formed on the al^tions that might be defirabte in the laws 
of imprifonment in this country, and .which bad ariien from commiinietdons he.had received 
->00 the fubjcd from Mr. Howard, ib weU iiDOwn for the new path pf humanity in. which he 
has trod. His lordfhip'fiated, with. much. ^rofottion, that part of Che Scotch law winch pu> 
nifhed wid) more than ordinary feverity, tbofo who were eostcerned m adviffng a tradcTman to 
fraudulent bankruptcy, and aiding and aldding him in fuch an, illegal ad. Such were tlie opi. 
nions of tlie learned Lord on tbe ocadlon, wbkli . hot ooly^prevaikd to the throwing out the 
hill in qoedion, but wifi, in t^ probpbSJityy pTeyentany saea^^ affmilar nature from fuc* 
cceding at any future period.. ^ 

W itb refped to the affiurs of the India Company, iitffe teas doncin the ehuffo of the 

prefent year. A petition was prefimted to the ffoufe of COmimons on firft of February 
■from the Britilh inhabitants of Fort 'William in ficrigall com^ the bppredivc nature 

of Mr. Kit’s Eaft India bill of 1784, and prtgring that certain olanfts of lhathiUm 
pealed. This petition appears to have been a partial bnSnelas And had be^n, ffgned by the far 
pcater part of thofe wtwfo names were -annexed to it, from entreaty and mifo^fentation ; 
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Off THi OAicrx or commerce. 


647 

X. n. 

1787 nay, it was pofitively tflerted in the debate on the fubjed, that oat oTSoo perfont figning th* 
petition, there were 700 foldiers with arms in their hands. Counfel, however, were admitted 
on the part of the petitioners ; but Mr. l>empfler having thooght proper to poftponc bis mo- 
tion for leave to bring in a bill to explain and amend the India bills of 1784 and 1786, — on a 
motion from Mr, Pitt the committee for hearing the Bengal petition was diOlilved. Oit the 
nineteenth of March, Mr. Dempfter brought forward' his motionsi bat without fuccefs,— -they 
were-negathred by very ^at majorities. 

In the parliamentary feflions of thk year.^the charges againft Mr. Haftingt were renewed. 
The charge againft that gentleman, on the ground t>f the Robilla war, received a negative- by a 
conliderable majority ,-~hut an almoft equal majority confirmed that which refpeded his cxpul-a 
lion of the Rajah of Benares, in a regular courfe of proceeding, the feveral charges refpefting, 
the Nabob of Tarruckabad— ^tlie contrafts— Firulla Khati— the prefents'— thfe revenues and 5' 
tnifderacanors in Oude were voted. -On the a5th of April, it wa* reported from the committee 
to whom it ha;} been referred to prepare the articles of impeachment, that'tliey bad compleated*' 
feveral of them ; on the ninth of May this report was taken into conl^cratWn, and'oii the day 
following it was voted that Mr. Haftings -be impeached, and Mr. Edmund- Burke was direfled 
to impeach him at the bar of tbe Houfe of Lords, which be immediately did with the ufual ‘ 
ceremony. On the tliirtieth of May, the King put an end to the fclfion of Parliament by » 
^psech from the throne. He applauded (he afiiduity oV Parliament, and tlianked them for their 
proofs of affedion for him, his family and government.^ He fpoke of the general tranquillity 
of Europe, and lamented the dillenfions which unhappily prevailed among the States of the 
United Provinces. He refleflcd with peculiar pleafure on tbe mcafures they, had taken, with < 
regard to the reduftion of the national debt, tbe treaty of commerce with the raoft Chrkliaa > 
King, and the fimplilying the accounts in tlte various branches of the revenue^; 

22/r fellorMtug Cmventim betvattn hh Briianmc Majejly and tbe Moft Cbrifiian Kingt at 

Verjailki the cf^anuary in thhyear. 

“ Irt conformity to' tire 6th and 43d articles of tlie treaty^ of Navigation and* Gommerce,. 
fi;:ned at Verfaillcs the a6th- of September, 1786, in ordm to-explain and- fcttlS certain points 
which had been referved. 

“ Article I. 1 heir Majefties having ftipulated, in the 6th article of the faid treaty, *♦ That 
the duties on hardware, cutlery, cabinet ware and turnery, and on all other works, both licavy 
and light, of iron, ficci, copper, and brafs, (hail be cialled ; and that the higheft duty (hall 
not exceed ten per cent. vaUrem," it is screed, that cabinet ware and turnery, and every 
thing that it inciuded'under thofe denominations, as alfo mufical inftniments, (hall pay ten 
per cent, advahrem,' 

“ All articles made of iron or ftcei, pare or mixed, or workted or*moimted with other fub- 
ftanccs, not exceeding in value fixty Kvres tout-nois, or fifty (hilling-s per quintal, (hall pay only 
five per cent, ad valtrm ; and all other wares, as buttons, buckles, knives, fcilTars, and all 
the different articles included under the-defcriprioJi-of hardware and., cutlery, as alfo all other - 
works of iron, fteel, copper and brafs, pure or mixed, or worked or mounted wkfr other fub- 
flanccs, (h^l pay ten per cent, at iMerem, 

“ If either of the two fovereigns (hould think proper to admit the fald arricles. or only ibme 
efitbem), from any other nation, by iciUbn of theit utilityi at a lower duty, the fubjeftsof the 

Otlttf'i 
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1787 Other fovereign fliall be allowed to participate in fuch diniinution, in order that no foreign 
nation may enjoy in this relpcft any preference to their difadvantage. 

“ The works of iron, flcel, copper and brafs abovc-raentioued, are not to be underftood to 
extend to bar iron or pig iron, or in general to any kind of iron, fteel, copper or brafs in the 
ilatc of the raw matcriaL 

“ li. Their Majeftics having alfo ftipulated, in the Jixth article, “ That for the better fe- 
curing the due colkftion of the duties payable ad valorem^ vvhichhre fpecitied in the tariff, they 
will concert with each other the form of the declarations to be made, and the proper means of 
preventing fraud with tefpeft to the real value of the goods and merchandizes,” it is agreed 
that each declaration (hall be given in miting, ligned by the merchant, owner, or fador, who 
anfwcrsfor the merchandi*es at their entry ■, which declaration lhall contain an exaa lift of the 
faid merchandizes, and of their packages, of the marks, numbers and cyphers, and of the con- 
tents of each bale or dafe* and fhall certify that they are of the gfowtli, produce, or manufac- 
ture of the kingdom from whence they are imported, and (hall alfo exptefs the true and real 
value of the merchandizes, in order that the duties may be paid in confeqoence thereof. 
That tlie officers of the cuflom-houfc, where the dedaration may be made, (halt be at liberty 
to make fuch examination as they ihaft think proper, of the faid merchandizes, upon their 
being landed, not only for the pprpofe pf verifying tjie fafts alledged in the faid declaration, 
that the merchandizes are of the produce of the country therein-meationed, and that tha^ate- 
ment of tlieir value and quantity is exaft, bntalfofor that of preventing the clandeftinc in- 
troduftion of other merchandizes in the fame bales ®r cafes : provided neverthelefs, that fuch 
examination! (hall be made with every polftble attention to the convenience of the traders, and 
to the prefervation of the faid merchandizes. 

“ In cafe the officers of the cuftoms (hould not be fatisfied- with the valuation made of the 
merchandizes in the faid declaration, they fhall be at liberty, with the confent of the principal 
officers of the cuftoms at the port, or of fiich other officer as, (hall be appointed for that pur- 
pofe, to take tlie faid merchandizes according to the valuation made by the declaration, allow- 
ing tathc merchant or owher an overplus of ten per cent, and refunding to him the duties he 
:inay have paid for the faid merchandizes. In whicii cale, the whole amount lhall be paid with- 
out delay, by thecuftom-lioufe of the port, if the value of the effeas inqueftion (hall not ex- 
ceed .jSo livres tdhmois, or 20I. fierling ; and within fifteen days, at lateft, if their value (hall 
exceed that fum. 

“ And if doubts (hould happen to arife, either refpeaing the value of die faid merchandizes, 
or the country of which they are the produce, the officers of the cuftoms at the port (hall come 
to a determination thereupon, with all poffiblc difpatch, and no greater fpace of time fliall be 
employed for that purpofe, in any cafe, than eight days, in the ports where the officers who 
have the principal, dircSion of tlie cuftoms refide, and fifteen days inmiy other port what- 
foever. 

, “ It is fuppofed and underftood, thatthc merchandizes admitted by the prefent treaty, (hall 

be rafpeftivcly of the growth, produce, or manufaflure of the dominions of the two fovercigns 
in Europe. 

“ To oblige the traders to be accurate in the dalarations required % the prefent article, as 
alfo to prevent any doubt that might arife on that part of the tenth article of tlie faid treaty, 
which provides, that if any ofthecfie£Is arc omitted in the declaration delivered by the mafter 
,e»f the (hip, they (hall not be liable to confiication, .nnlcfs there be 3 numifeft appearance of 

fraud j 
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>7^7 fraud ; it Is undcrftood, that in fuch cafe, the laid elFcfls fiiall be coi^fifcated, unlcfs faiisfac- 
tory proof be given to the olheers of the cullonis that tlierc was not any intention of fraud. 

in. In order to prevent tlic introduclion of callicbcs manufadf ured in the Eaff Indies, or 
in other countries, as if they had been man ufiiAurcd in tlie rcfpe<ftive dominions of tlie two 
fovercigns in Europe, it is agreed, that thccallicocs manufa£lufc‘d in the fiid dominions, for 
exportation from one country to the other rcfpe£lively, lhail have at the two cuds of eaqh piece 
a particular mark, woven in the piece, to be fettled in concert by the two governments ; of 
which mark the rcfpc6\ivc governments ftiall give nine months previous notice to the manu- 
fafturers ; and the faid mark fliall be altered from lime to time, as the cafe may require. It is 
further agreed, tliat until the liiid precaution can be put in execution, the faid cailicccs mutu- 
ally exported, fiiali be accompanied by a certificate of the officers of thccuftoms, or of fuch other 
officer as lliall be appointed for that pnrpofc, declaring that they wc^re fabricated in the country 
from whence they were exported, and alfo that they arc furniihed with the maiks already pre- 
feribed in the re fpeftive countries, to dillinginfh fuch caiiicoes from thofc which come from 
other countries. 

IV. In fettling the duties upon cambricks and lawns, it is undcrflood that the breadth 
fliould not exceed, for the cambricks, fcven-cighlhs of a yard, Eiigllfh meafure, (about three- 
quarters of an ell of France), and for the lawns, one yajd and a quarter, Englifn mcrifurc (one 
ell of France); and if any ffiall hereafter be made of a greater breadth than what is above men- 
tioned, they llvall pay a duty of ten per cent ad valorem. 

** V. It is alio agreed, that the flipulations in the eighteenth article of the treaty, lhall not 
be conftrued to derogate from the privileges, regulations, and ufages already ellabilfl^ed in the 
cities or ports of the refpeflive dominions of the two fovefeigns : and further, that the twenty- 
fifth article of tiic faid treaty (hall bcconllrucd to wjlate only to Ihips fufpefted of carrying, in 
time of wMr, to tlie enemies of either of the high contrafling parties, any prohibited articles, 
denominated contraband : and the faid article is not to hinder the cxaminaiions of the officers 
of the cuftoras, for the purpofe of preventing illicit trade in the refpeflive domi[>ions. 

VI. Their Majeflies having flipulated, by the forty-third article of the faid treaty, that 
the nature and extent of the funflions of the confuls fhould be determined, and that a con- 
vention relative to this point, fliould be concluded immediately after the fignature of the 
profeut treaty, of which it fhould be deemed to conftitute a part,’’' it is agreed, that the faid 
tiltcrior convention (hail be fettled within tlic fpacc of two months ; and that, in tlie mean 
time, the confuls-gencral, ‘confuls, and vicc-confiils, lhall conform to the ufages which arc 
now obferved relative to the confulfhip, in the refpeflive dominions of the two fovereigns ; 
and that they fhall enjoy all the privileges, rights, and immunities belonging to their office, and 
and which arc allowed to the conluls-gencral, confuls, and vice-confuls of the inofl favoured 
nation. 

** VIL It fliall be lawful for the fuhjcfls of bis Britannic Majefty to profecute their debtors 
in France, for the recovery of debts contrafled in tlic dominions of his faid Majefty, of elfc- 
whcrc in Europe, and there to bring aflions againft them, in conformity to the praflicc of law 
in ufe in the kingdom : provided that there fhall be the like ufage in favour of French fubjefla 
in the European dominions of his Britannic Majefty.^’ <kc. 6tc. 

Difficulties having arlfen in the Eaft Indies relative to the meaning and extent of the thir- 
teenth article of the treaty of peace, ligncd at Vcrfailles, September 3, 1783; their Britannic 
and Moft Chriftian Majefties, with a view to remove every caufc of difpute between their re- 
VoL. IV. 4 N fpeflive 
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1787 fpcftivc fubjefts in thot part of the world, thought proper to malfe the following ConvcnlIon> 
which was figncd at Vcrfaillcs, JVuguft ji, 1787 

“ Article I. His Britannic Majcfty again engages, “ to take fuch meafares as lhall ire in 
his power, for fecuring to the fubjefts of France a fafe, free, and independent trade, fuch 
“ as was carried on by the French Eaft India Company,” and as it is explaiired in the fol- 
lowing articles, ** whether they excrcife it individnally, or as a company as well in the Na- 
boblhip of Arcot, and the countries of Madura and Tanjore, as in the provinces of Bengal,. 
Bahar, and Orixa, in the northern Circars, and in general in all the Britilh pofleflions-on the 
coafts of Orixa, Coromandel, and Malabar. 

** 11 . In order to prevent all abules in tlie importation of fait, it is agreed, that the French 
fhall not import annually into Bengal more than two hundrad thoufand maunds of fait; the 
faid fait fhall be delivered at a place of depoiit appointed for that purpofe by the government 
of Bengal, and to officers of the faid government, at the fixed price of one hundred and 
twenty rupees for every hundred maunds. . ’ 

“ III. There fliall be delivered annually for the French commerce, upon the demand of 
the French agent in Bengal, eighteen thoufand maunds of faltpctre, and three hundred chclls 
of opium, at the price cftablilhed before the late war. 

“ IV. The ancient faftories, namely, Chandernagore, Coffimbuzar, Decca, Jugdea, 
Balafore, and Patna, with the teiritories belonging to the faid fadories, fhall be under the 
proteftion of the French flag, and fubjeft to the French jurifdiftion. 

“ V. France lhall alfo have pofleffion of the ancient houfes of Soopore, Keerpoy, Canni-. 
cole, Mohumpore, Serampore, and Chittagong; as well as the dependencies on Soopore, 
viz. Gantjurat, Alfendc, Chintzabad, Patorche, Monepore, and Dolobody • and lhall further 
have the faculty of cftablilhing new fioufcs of commerce ; but none of the faid houfes fhall 
have any jurifdiflion, or any exemption from the ordinary juftice of the country excrcifcd 
over Britifh fubjefts. 

“ VI. His Britannic Majcfty engages to take nieafures to fccurc to French fubjefts, with- 
out the limits of the ancient faftorics above-mentioned, an cxiaft and impartial adminiftration 
of juftice in all matters concerning their perfons or properties, or the carrying on their trade, 
in the fame manner, and as efFeftually, as to his own fubjefls. 

“ VII. All Europwns, as well as natives, againft whom judicial proceedings fliall be iu- 
ftituted, within the limits of the ancient faflories above-mentioned, for offences committed, 
or debts contrafted, within the faid limits, and who fhall take refuge out of the fame, fhall 
be delivered up to the chiefs of the faid faflories; and all Europeans, or others whatfoever, 
againft whom judicial proceedings fhall be inftituted, within the faid limits, and who fliall take 
refuge within the fame, fhall be delivered up by the chiefs of the faid faftorics, upon demand 
being made of them by the governor of the country. 

“ VIII. All the fubjefls of either nations rcfpeftivcly, who lhall take refuge within the 
faftories of the others fhall be delivered up on each fide, upon demand being made of them. 

“ IX. The faflory of Yanam, with its dependencies, having, in purliiance of the faid 
treaty of peace, been delivered up by Mr. William Hamilton, on the part of his Britannic 
Mr jefty, to Mr. Peter Paul Martin, on the part of his Moft Chriftian Majcfty, the reftitution 
thereof is confirmed by the prefent convention, in the terms of the inftrument bearing date the 
fcventh of March, 1785, and figncd by Meff. Hamikoh ahd Martin, &c. &c;" 

Cofj 
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1767 Copy of iJ>i French Kite's ^rret, dated the 6 ih of May, refpt£iln» the Entry of Enrlijh 

Merchandize, 

“ The King having fixed ihc loth of this mouth for the execution of the Treaty of Com- 
tnercc concluded with the King of Great Britain, his Majefty, in order to facilitate the exccu- 
• tioii of this treaty, and the connexion of commerce which will rcfult between the two nations, 
has determined to open particular offices, for the entry of gauzes, callicoes, linen, and cotton 
cloths, and other merchandizes, which coming from the inanufaftorics of England and other 
parts, are to be admitted to the benefit of the treaty, leaving the forming offices open, which 
anciently fnbfified, for the entry cf merchandize of the fame fpecics, which are brought from 
•ether countries, and which arc to remain fubjefted to the higheft duties. His Majefty has 
judged it equally proper, tp fix, as nearly, as poffible, the duty by weight on all merchandize 
of an equal valuation, to prevent the arbitrary eftimation pf their value ; and, in flrort, to fix 
to the faid Englilh ftofFs and merchandize a particular ^Sjirk, to avoid all confufion between 
the faid merchandizes, and thofe which may be brought into the kingdom to defraud the reve- 
nue, as well as thofo which may be feized and confifeated, or thofe which, being foreign cloths, 
are yet fabjeft to the right of circulation, after having paid the rights of entry into the king- 
dom. To provide for all which, thp King, being in his Council, hath ordained, and doth 
ordain as follows ; , • 

“ Article I. The godds and merchandize of Great Britain, which are permitted to be in- 
troduced by the treaty of commerce, . concluded between his Mofl: Chriftian Majefty and the 
Ring of Great Britain, are to be admitted, on the 10th of this month, to enter into this king- 
dom by the way or offices of Calais, Boulogne,’ Havre, Rouen, St. Malo, Nantes, Rochelle, 
Bourdeaux, and Cette, at the rilk of their proprietors or reprefentatWes, juftifying by certifi- 
cates of the judges or officers of Ae cuftoms, that the faid goods or merchandize are the growth 
or fabric of England ; andalfe, that by the letters or charter-parties, they are really imported 
from one of the ports of Great Britain. The certificates which are delivered to prove the 
origin of tlie cotton manufatftured in England, are to mention the marks affixed to the fame, 
to prevent their being confounded witli. thofe fabricated in the Eaft Indies, or in other foreign 
parts. 

“ II. The duties fhall be paid according to the tariff annexed to this arret, for the cloaths, 
fluffs, and hofiery of wool or cotton ; and they flwll be lit^^uidatcd and received after the rate of 
the known and true value whidi other merchandiKs ma/ pay, whofc valuation, cither in 
weight or by piece, is not yet deteunined ; the whole conformable to, the 6th article of the 
treaty of commerce, and to the iff article of the convention of the 15th of January laft. 

“ III. The declaration of merchandizes which are to be rated, muff be made in writing, and 
figned by the captains of the ffiips, commiffioners, or merchants ; who Rre to mention the 
quantity, quality, and value of the different fpecics of merchandize that is contained in each 
'^le, cheft, or calk. And in .caffs where the officers judge that the declarations are under the 
value of the merchandize, they may detain the fame, on paying to the proprietor the price of 
the faid merchandize, agreeable to the value which he has declared, and a tendi upward, con- 
forroahle to the 2d article of the convention, dated 15th January laft. 

“ .IV, The lift of merchandizes Which are fiiced to pay by weight, according tp the quan- 
tity of each of their fp^ies, by.thc tteaty .of commerce, by the convention of the 15^ of Janu- 
ary laft, ^pr by the tariff annexed to theprefent arwt, muft fpecify their different qualities, and 
jnentiPA their weight; and in cafes where they do not fpecify the different forts of merchan- 
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1787 dizc fubjefled to difFercnt duties, and contained in the fame chefts, bales, orcafks, the duty* 
fhall be paid for all at the higheft rate that any fuch part of the laid merchandize fliall be found 
fiibjeft to. ' 

V. The cloths or fluffs of woollen or cotton, . the cloths of hemp or flax, and the gauze® 
made of filk, are to receive on each piece, at one of the firft offices deferibed in the ift article 
of this arret, or at thiccuftom-houfe of Paris, a leaden mark, bearing on one fide thefe words, 
ftu£& or foreign cloths,” and on the other fide, the name of the town where the mark fhall 
have been fixed. 

VI* The merchandizes, which in particular circumftanccs have not received the marks 
above-mentioned, muft: be feat to the firft .office on the frontier, under the great fcal of the 
farmers, to be properly cleared* 

VII. The cloths and fluffs of wool and cotton, which ^are not proved to be of the efta- 
blifhed manufaftories in the%atcs of his Britannic Majefty in Europe, are to continue fubjeft 
to the fame duties as fixed by the arret of the 3d of July 1762, for the woollen matiufaftories ; 
by tliofc of the 2d of May, 1773, for the cotton manufaftories ; bythofeof the 28th of Oc- 
tober, 1781, for thi hoficry manufaftories ; and to continue to fobmit to the payment of ten 
fous per livre on the /aid articles, and are only to be permitted to enter by the way of Calais, 
or St* Valery, conforhiable to die faad arrets* 

VIII*. The fluffs and hoficry df woollen, the velvets and fluffs of cotton, and the gauzes 
which do not bear the marks of the national fabric, or of thofe preferihed in the 5tU article of 
this arret ; or by the ancient arrets and tegulations for foreign merchandize, are to be account- 
ed prohibited, and as fncli are to befeized by the Farmers General, who arc to proceed to con- 
flfcation of them in the ufual manner* 

(Signed), 

Le Comte DE Montmokin*’^ 

, ' " , .V'.' '-1 ' ' , ^ 

Tariff of the Doties to be paid CMiformeble to firA Article of the above Arret, on the 
Merchandizes bereaft^ named, in execution of the Treaty of Commerce concluded between 
France and. England.', ' i- ■' ’ 

VaiaaA 

Denominations. ,• grtedvponhi efth* 

■r- ■ therreaty. t>uty. 

JCmm Stuffs. lavrts. ■ Livro 

Muflinets, ' - , . apoo 240 

Fine white cloth, 1500 180 

Dimitwis.iattinet, wlveret Ariped 
orrjblmi.r^rmkkslfAitn^ . lao . 

■ JVasii^Biuffd.' \ • I taper, cent.-': 

■ Kerfimerej pr AiaUpon, aooo , - , 340, 

Serge of fitt>n, pr fattmtBTkjJ5^^ 

IM frrwj Ariped AaftotW ’ *35° r6a 

Tammies, or c^rfe Au®f, ever^ 
laftings, Aanne^ pkm worAed , 

Aockmgs, and merchandize of 

the lame nature, ■— J 96 ■ 

N. B, Goods at per Quintal. 

' ■ Particulass 
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1 787 Pjirticulars of the T a r i f f or Rates of the Stamp Duty ia France. 

Admiralty. Pria of Stamps. 

For all orders and pcrmlfllons granted by the Lord High Admiral, or his 
officers, and other matters concerning his jurifdi&ion ; excepting fuch as 
arc expedited p ath, and thefe only extending to ail poft-reguiations and the 
unballafting of fhips, — — — — . i livre. 

For every bill of lading, — ^ — — 5 fous. 

For every ftatement of the crews delivered in by the commiffioners, 10 ditto. 

Police. 

Safc-condu£ls, each ~ — — -•12 Hvres. 

Letters of Hate, refpites, and fuperfedings for debtors, each ~ lO ditto. 

For pafljports granted, to leave the kingdom, eacli ~ 24 ditto. 

Law". 

For every brief, confultation, and other printed papers, referring to ac- 
tions at law, or to any objeft whatever, as well as for the proofs thereunto 
annexed, for each printed Ihcet of four pages in quarto, — i Hard, (farthing). 

For the fame in folio, — — . • — . — 2 ditto. 

Petitions and memorials addrclled to the Council, &c. according to the 
lizc of the paper. 

Trade. 

For each and every bill of exchange, draft, or refeription, both to order 
and at a date ; alfo drafts on bankers, even fuch as comd from abroad, up 
to two thoufand livres, ~ ~ ^ fous. 

If exceeding the aforefaid fum, to any amount, — “^30 ditto. 

For every receipt in full for any fum above twenty-four livres, without 
exception of any perfon, , ~ ~ 5 ditto. 

For goods fold by auftion above the aforefaid fum up to 1000 livres, 10 ditto. 

From one ^o two thoufand, — — — . i livre. 

From two to four, ~ — — — . * 2 ditto. 

And from four to any Aim, — ~ 2 ditto. 

N. B, The creditor to bear the cxpcnce of the ftamps. 

For all private fignaturc Icafe indentures, contrafts, bargains, navy, and 
other infurance bills of lading by land or water, accounts kept by mer- 
chants, change brokers, atfeounts of interchange of gockls, balances ftruck 
and fettled with bankers, bills of ihipping either direiftiy or by commiffion, 
accounts of guardianffiip, whether brought in by private perfons, corpora- 
tions, or other coHeftivc bodies, certificates, bills delivered by tradefmen, 
artificers and others ; and finally, all written private afts, be the perfons 
who they may, without exception, for every fheet, half-fhccr, quartcr- 
ilicct, never exceeding the ditneufions now in ule, — — 5 fous. 

For each rcriifying ticket to be left at the turnpikes, ~ % ditto. 

For every acknowledgment,, receipt, or difeharge from the mont de puti^ 
or public pawn, “ _ — . 5 ditto. 


The 
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AM HliTORlCAL AMP CHRO MO LOGICAL PEptrCTtOM 

The following is an accurate account of Brkilh and IriHi manufaftures and produce, enter- 
ed outward at the port of London for France, for one week preceding the 25th of Auguft : 

Thirty-two pieces of fine broad cloth, 35 ditto of fecond cloth, 16^0 ditto of worded ftufFs, 
1400 yards of flannel, 280 double pieces of baize, 1837 finglc pieces of baize, 406 dozen of 
worfted hole, 400 pair of blankets, 10 pieces of kerfeymete, 150 tons weight ofhabcrdafliery, 
127 pounds weight of manufaftured filk in gauze, 4 pounds weight of fiik, inckle and gauze, 
173 pieces of Britiflj linen, 100 pounds weight of wrought leather, 54 tons i cwt, of wrought 
iron, Jt.tons 1 1 cwt. of wrought copper and plate, 50 ditto of pewter, 200 ounces of wrought 
filvef plate, 226,000 pieces of glafs and earthen ware, 20 tons of ftrong beer, 200 cwt of re- 
fined fu^r, 16 coaches and chariots, 40 tons of Britilh train oil, 5 tons of hops, 60 cwt. of 
allum, 88 tons of lead, and 5 cwt, of litharge of lead : with bath coating, blanketing, rugs, 
Irifli linens, thread a^d cotton hofe, worfted waiftcoat and breeches pieces, Manchefter cottons, 
vclverets and muflins, millinery, fadlery, ftationary, upfiblftery, houlhold furniture, turnery, 
tin ware, mufical and mathematical inftraments ; the value of which goods being eftimated at 
about 24, ocx>l. 

As it may with propriety be objefted to the foregoing ftatemeht, that although goods to the 
above amount have been entered for exportation to France, yet incrchants frequently enter 
larger quantities than are aftually Ibipped, and a deduflion ought therefore to be made from 
what appears on the entry : we will readily admit the faft, and deduft on that account one- 
third, which will certainly amount to more than what is termed the lliort Ihipping j this will 
teducC the Vaduc of the merchandize really exported to i6,oool. 

An account of the French manufaftures and produce imported at tlie port of London during 
tl>e fame period. 

Twenty-one tons 58 gallons of wine, 9025 gallons of brandy, 410 pieces of cambrics, 261 
kid-ikins, drefled, 1666 pieces of glafs, 285 pounds of verdigreafe, 4 gallons 1 quart of cordial 
water, 6 cwt. i qr. 151b. of hard foap, 4 marble figures, i clock, 3 glafs fhadcs, 30 pieces of 
earthen Ware, i violin, i chip hat, 5 whiftlcs, 2 caps, szlbs. of bound books ; with cock-tail 
feathers, artificial flowers, minerals, and hoficry; the whole amounting to about 3000I. 
Which eftimatc leaves a balance of trade in favourW Great Britain of 13,000!, 

The following .ftateraent of the competition at this time cxiftihg between the calico and 
muftin manufaftures of Great Britain, and thofe of the Eaft India Company, will afford a very 
fatisfaftory infight into rite trade of thofe important articles: ' 

TUefacilirie* which the manufafturers of Great Britain had fuddcnly acquired, and the im- 
• menfe capitals which they have fo recently Jaid out in rxpenfivc machinery, and great and 
heavy eftablifhmcnts for carrying on tlie cotton trade, arc unparalleled in the annals 
of the world. One hundred and forty-three cotton mills are now built and in progrefs 
in Great Britain, of which nearly two-thirds hav.e been crefted within thefe five years. Be- 
fidcs thefe, there are above 20500 hand-mills or jennies for fpinning the Ihute for the twitted 
yarn fpun by the water mills. 

Above a million of money was, within this rime, funk in mills, hand engines, and other 
machines, including the grounds and nccellary buildings. s. d, 

Expenee of water mills, *— — 715,000 o o 

Ditto of hand jennies, houfes, buildings^, and auxiliary machinery, fup- 
^fcdatlcaft, — — . . 285,000 o o 

Total, 1,000,000 0 0 

A power. 
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1787 A power is alfo created of working nearly two million of fpindles ; and men, women, and 
children arc trained and training to this bufinefs, capable of carrying the cotton manufafturc 
alnioft to any extent* The power of ipindles now capable of being worked is cllimatcd as 
follows : ‘ 

In the water-mills, — ^ 286,000 

In the jennies, — — — _ i.66e.ioo 


' Total fpindles, 1,951,100 

In the branches applicable to muflin and calico, it is calculated that employmcBt is given to 

100.000 men and women, and atlpft 60,000 children; many of the latter having been -taken 
from different parilhes and hofpitals in Great Britain. 

The quantity of the raw material of cotton wool cpnfumcd in this mamufaflure, which did 
not amount to 6,ooo,oooib. in 1781, and was only about 1 i,ooo,ooolb. four years ago, now ex- 
tends to the enormous height of 22,ooo,oooib. and upwards ; and the aftonithing rapidity of 
this increafe, is in feme meafure to be attributed to the cxtenlion of thefe branches to the 
goods of India, particularly the calicoes and mqflins. 

Britilh calicoes were firft made in Lancalhire about tire year 1772, but the progrefs was flow 
till within thefe laft ten years : the quantity manufaftured has fince extended from about 

50.000 to 1,000,000 of pieces now made in tfie courfe of a Angle year. 

Britifh muflins were not fucccfsfully introduced until tlie year 1781, and were carried to no 
great extent until 1785, fince which period the progrefs has been rapid beyond all example. 
The acquifition of cotton wool, of a fuperior quality, from Dctncrara and the Brazils, and tlic 
improvements made in the fpinning fine yarns upon the mule jennies, have given a fpring to 
this branch of the cotton manufaftory, which has extended it beyond what it was poflihle to 
have conceived. Above half a million pieces of muflin of different kinds, including fhawls and 
liandkerchicfs, arc now fuppofed to be annually made in Great Britain, and the quantity not 
only incrcafes daily with the new acceffion of powers that are burlting forth upon the country, 
but the quality is exceedingly imp||Vcd ; and fince a yearly fupply of about 300 bales of Eaft 
India cotton has been obtained by the way of Ollend, yarns have been fpun, and muflins have 
been wove, equal to any from India; fo that nothing is wanting but a fine raw material to en- 
able thcBritifli manufadurcr to carry this branch to the greateft extent; and, of all others, it 
is that fpccics of cotton goods which deferves raoft to be encouraged, bccaufe of the immenfe 
return it makes for labour more than any other bratich of the cotton manufailory. Eaft India 
cotton wool has been fpun into one pqund of yarn worth five guineas, and when wove into 
muflin, and afterwards ornamented by children in the tambour, has extended to the value of 
fifteen pounds; yielding a return of 5,900 per cent, on thc.raw material. 

Such is the ftate of the Britifh cotton inaiiufaiftory at this period. With cflahlifliments and 
mechanical powers capable of bringing forward immenfe quantities of goody into the con- 
fiimption, this manufe<fture is choaked, as it were, in a moment, by a great and fudden rc- 
duflion of the prices of E.nft India goods of the fame fpecies, which have been recently fold 
above. 20 per cCut. on an aycrage, under the loweft prices at which the Brjtilh manufadturcr 
can afford to fell without lofs. The quantity fold at the India Houfe in this year, exceeds the 
average of the preceding fcycn years, no Icfs than 324,852 pieces. The total quantity fold 

. ■ in 
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1787 In 177.3 Company, CKtcndu! only to 79 . /-G pieces of calicoes, muflinsand 

nankeens. 

Such a coiiduft in the Company muft opernfc to the very great prejudice of the BriiiHi ma- 
nufadtures, and will continue to do fo while they prefs goods upon the market at prices wdiich 
have no relation to the original cotl, and und's^r ciicuniihanccs where the juft Jaws of competi- 
tion cannot operate, and vvhcic every idea of protedling duties is annihilated in the efFcft of 
the general fyfttm. It appears therefore, unlcfs fonse relief is given, perhaps little fliort of 
one-half of the prefent mechanical powers ndw in aftion muft ccafe working about 70 water 
mills, worth at leaft 350,000!.; 10, coo jennies, worili 70,000!.; and buildings eftimated at 
i8o,oot>l.; the whole value of which, at leaft 500, cool, would be ioft and become ufelefs. — 
The revenue arifing from the operation of io great a fyftcin, mull ccafc alfo to be produftivc ; 
a valuable branch of t;rade, ttequired at fo much cxpence and induftry, muft be loft to the coun- 
try; the confumption of the raw material muft rapidly diminilh, to the great injury of the 
Weft India iflatlds, and the returns from the labour of the people, to an imaicnfe extent in the 
very produdlive article of muflins, muft be annihilated. 

The ftatc of the raw materials, and the progreffivc and aftoniftiing increafe of this manufac- 
ture, will be beft explained by what follows : 

Cstton ff ^ ool^ufedin the Afanufa ^ lurc ^ SuppofcdFeiluewhenmanufaflurcd » 




Pounds 



1781. 

— 

5,101,920 

— - 

2,000,000 

1782, 

— 

11,206,816 

— 

3,900,000 

1783. 

— 

9.546.179 

— 

3,200,000 

1784, 


11,280,238 


3,950,000 

1785. 



17,992,888 • 

, 

6,000,000 

1786, 

— 

19,151,867 

* — 

6,500,000 

CO 

— 

22,600,000 



7,500,000 


The following is a correft lift of fhipping which 

arrived at Lifbon during the prefent year : 

Englifh, 

— 332 

Imperial, — 

s 

F rcnch, 

— 128 

# Maltcfe, — 

6 

Dutch, 

— — 72 

Neapolitan, — 

2 

Swedes, 

— 69 

Hamburghers, .~ 

1 

Danes, 

— 54 

Tufean, ~ 

1 

Xmericane, 

— .33 

Bremen, ~ 

I 

Spaniards, 

— 23 

Dantzic, 

1 

Raguftans, 

— . 14 

PortugUefc, — 

300 

Venetians, 

6 



The following is a copy of the port entries at Malaga, from the ift of January, 

to the 31ft 

of December, 

1787, of merchant fhips of different nations. 


Spanift), 

— 1469 

^ Portuguefe, — 

5 

French, 

— - 99 

Imperial, — 

28 

Swedifh, 

76 

FromR^agufa, — 

42 

Danilh, 

— 54 

Jcrufalem, — • 

1 

Dutch, 

— *4 

Britifb, — 

187 

Venetian, 

~ 16 



The difference between this and the year 1786, 

is a decreafe of 197 large (hips, and between 

1786 and 1785, 

1 12 Tcffels i tlie Britilh entries alone have encreafed nine. • 

r*. 



A. II 

1787 


or THE ORIGIM OF COMMERCE.. 


657 


It appears from the St, Pctcrfbiirgh lift: of goods exported in this year, that there have been 
294 I>ntHh ftiips, the cargoes of which coniifted of j, 286,088 pods, or 25,176 tons^ of iron ► 
1,050,222 pods of hemp; 359,303 pods of flax, and t, 352,925 pieccsofdcal. 

Of the above number there were 121 fliios failed for the port of London, for Hull 63, 
Livcipool 26, Briftoi 12, Newcaftic 6, Whitehaven 3, Cheftcr 2, Lancaftcr 2, Leith 33, 
Oundt-C 16, Grangemouth 13, Borrowftownefs 3, Arbroath 3, Aberdeen 3, Greenock 13, 
Glafgow 1, Dublin ii, Cork 6, Newry 5, and Londonderry 3. 




It Pels. 

Hemp Pods, 

Flax Pods. 

Liverpool 

— 

54,906 

— 78,215 — 

26,183 

Ncwcaflic, 

— 

13.411 

' 34>890 

4.719 

Whitehaven, 

— 

8,694 

17.456- 

3,281 

Cheftcr, 

— 

4»^9^ 

4,583 

4.704 

Lancafter, 

— 

1,892 

10,988 

1,261 

Kirkham, 


3-754 

2,330 

9,160 

The following 

is communicated to us as 

an authentic eftimate of the French 

Levant trade 


at this period. 

Merchandize exported to Conftantinopic, calcuiaVcd at 

Salonica, — 

Morca, — 

' Candia, — — - 

— — — Smyrna, — — . 

Syria, — — 

^ Egypt, — — 

Barbary, — — 

To which is to be added for caravans, — 

For fmuggled goods, at leaft, ^ — 

Making the whole exportation, — — 

Merchandize imported from Conftantinopic, calculated at 

' » ^ Salonica, — 

— ■ ' Morea, •— - 

■■ — — - Candia, — 

— ... Smyrna, •— — 

■ ^ * Syria, — — 

Egypt, — 

- Barbary, — 

Making the whole importation — 


Total, 


Livrcs^ 

4.000. 000 

2.300.000 

250.000 
’ 250,000 

6.000. 000 

5.000. 000 

3.000. 000 

1.500.000 

22,300,000 

150.000 

1.550.000 

24.000. 000 

1 . 000 . 000 

3.500.000 
1 , 000,000 
1 , 000,000 
8 , 000,000 
6 , 000,000 
3fS<^<»900o 

2.000. 000 
26,000,000 


The number of veflels which have been employed in the whale fifhery to Davises Streights 
and the Greenland Seas, in the prefent year, amounted to 217, and their cargoes confifted of 
8,884 tons, icwt. 19 lbs. clean oil; 7,874tons, icwt. 27lbs, whale fins; and 26,830 feal Ikins. 

It is remarkable, that though the bounty was reduced this year from 40s. to 30s. per ton, 
there fhould befo great all cncrcafc in thcfhips employed in this fifhery. 

VoL. IV. 4 O An 
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1787 y\n Account of Oil, Whale Fins, and Seals Skins, dlftinguifliing each, which were im- 
ported from the Southern Whale Filhcry to England, during the Years 17S5, iySh, an^l 1787, 
clidinguifliing each Year. 



0 

I L. 



■'iVlIAI.E FiN'S. 

Sr AL Skins. 

Itars* 

Tuns, 

H. 

G. 


Czv . qn, lbs. 

Numlni\ 

CO 


3 

41 


37 I « » 


CO 


0 

7 


357 2 0 

772 

00 

2,181 

3 

25 


1,389 2 10 

14,280 


There were not any of the above-mentioned articles imported into Scotland from the South- 
ern Whale Fifhery during the tlirce years. 

An Eftimate of the Value of W'oollens exported for every Year, from the beginning of 
1781 to the end of the Year 1787, 


Tears^ 

England. 


Scotland. 


Great Britain. 



r. 

d. 

l- 

5 , 

d. 

' c 

J. 

d. 

1781, 

2.803,757 

2 

10 

41.507 

10 

4 

2,845,264 


2 

1782, 

3,003,415 

H 

11 • 

49.368 

3 

5 

3-052,783 

18' 

4 

J783. 

3,391,224 

6 

7 

68,828 

*3 

3 

3,460.052 

19 

10 

1784, 

3 > 3 ' 6 , 36 o 

0 

6 

79-557 

10 

0 

3-395-917 

10 

6 

1785. 

3-825.943 

0 

10 

66,376 

2 

5 

3-892.319 

3 

3 

1786, 

3,429,805 

9 

7 

83,041 

12 

3 

3-512,847 

I 

10 

*787. 

3,610,770 

12 

8 

77,024 

19 

6 

3.^87,795 

12 

2 


AnEllimatcof the Grofs Receipt in Money and Bonds, the neat Produce, and Payments 
into the Exchequer, of the Revenue of Cuftortis in England, for two years, up to the 5th of 
January, 1788. 


Tears, 

Grofs Receipt, 

Neal Produce* 

Payments . 


f. s, d. 

f. s. d. 

f. s. d. 

1786, 

7.589.817 5 6 

5.434.597 8 7 

3.985-732 15 10 

1787, 

. 6,511,245 0 0 

2,808,211 0 0 

3-578, 350 10 2j 


In our general hiflory of the Commerce of this country, there are fomc of its branches, 
which, from their importance and extent, deferve more than common attention : of thcfc, 
our East and W^'est India Trades arc by far the moft eminent; not only by being qji' 
thcmfcives immediate fourccs of national wealth and gi'^ndcur, but from furnifl/mg materials 
f«»r various others; fo that they may be jullly accounted the two great pillars of our ftupendous 
commercial fabric : for if we confider them with reipeft to number of fliipping, quantity of 
tonnage, the vaft bodies of fcamcn continually employed, and the value and variety of the 
CvoinmoJitics exported and imported, every other branch of foreign trade finks to nothing in 
the comparifon. It ca’mot, therefore, but be fatisfaftory to have a clear infight into thefc 
trades, and to examine them fomewhat minutely. For this purpofe we have fcleflcd the fol- 
lowing flatciuenis of exports and imports, &c* whicli, on account of their being extraSeJ 
from ofEcial papers, have at Icaft authenticity to recommeud them. 

An 
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STATE OF THE WEST INDIA TRADE. 

An Account of the Number of Sliips and other Vcflels, with their Tonnage, cleared Out- 
wards from the different Ports of South Britain for the Weft Indies; with thofe entered Inwards, f 
from the fame Colonies, from Chriftmas 1786, to Chriftmas 1787. 


Pouts. 

OUrfVARDS, 

Ships, ’Tons. 


INfVJRDS. 
Ships. Tons. 

Briftol, — 

73 

' 16,913 

— 

n 

16,209 

Berwick, — 

— 

— 



1 

127 

Chepftow, — 

1 

132 




Cowes, 


483 

— 

— 


Hull, ~ — 

a 

333 

— 

I 

203 

Lancafler, — 

37 

S.665 

— 

33 ‘ 

4^943 

Liverpool, — 

87 

17.463 

— 

*43 

27.578 

Ncwcaflle, — 

9 

2.«57 

— 

1 

114 

Penzance, — 

1 

120 

— 

I 

164 

Plymouth, — 

4 

737 

1 


Poole, — • — 

1 

226 



1, 

Southampton, — 

I 

177 

— 




Swanfea, — 

3 

579 


— 

— 

Whitehaven, — . 

12 

2,232 

— ~ 

3 

444 

Total of the Out-ports, 

233 

47.257 

- 

254 

49.782 

London, — 

218 

61,695 

* 

252 

70,418 

Total, — • 

45 * 

108,952 


506 

120,200 


An Account of the Number of Ships and other Veflcls, with their Tonnage, cleared Out- 


wards from the different Ports of North Britain; with thofe entered Inwards from the fame 
Colonics, from Chriftmas 1786, to Chriftmas 1787. 

OUTWARDS. INWARDS. 

Ships. Tons. ^ Ships, Tons, 

Aberdeen, — 

1 

1 lO 

I 

ICS 

Air, — — 

3 

259 



— 

Dumfries, ~ 


— 

1 

150 

Dundee, — 

1 

93 

1 

93 

Invcrncfs, — 

I 

lOS 




Leith, — — 

3 

87a 

I 

351 

Port Glafgow, •— 

*9 

3.414 

23 

3.587 

— - Greenock — 

48 

9.624 

41 

7.486 

Stranraer, *— 

I 

152 

I 

152 

Wigtown, — • 

— 


I 

98 

TotaIs> 

77 

14,629 

— 70 

12,022 
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1787 An Account of the Number of Ships and other Veflcls entered Inwards, and cleared Out- 
wards, in the Britilh Sugar Colonics, to and from the fcveral Ports in the Britilh Colonies in 
^ North America, and the United States of America, from Michaelmas 1786, to Michaelmas 
1787, with their rcfpcaivc Tonnage. 





W A 

if 

D S. 



British Colonies in 1 

iNbuTH America. 


States of America. 

Ships, 

Tons. 

Men. 



Ships. 

Tons. 

Men. 

719 


4 » 4 S 4 

— 


509 

35.546 

3.096 


0 

u r 

W A 

if 

D S. 



Ships. 

Tons. 

Men^ 



Ships. 

Tons. 

Men. 

255 

16,152 

1,410 

— — 


373 

36 . *45 

2,852 


An Account of the Imports and Exports of Rum and Sugar into and from Great Britain, 
for the Year, ending Chriftmas, 1787, with the Duties and Excife, as well as the Drawbacks 


paid thereon. 

I M V 

0 R T E 

D. 

R 

U M. 

S U 

GAR. 

^antity. 

Duty of Cvjloms. 

l^uantity. 

Duty of Cujioms. 

Gallons. 

£. s. d. 

Cwt. qrs. lb. 

■ £. s. d. 

2.253.657 

46,943 10 — 

1,926,741 3 — 

1,187,814 12 2 


EXP 

0 R T E 

D. 

R 

V M. 

S U 

GAR. 

^4antlty. 

Drawback of Cujioms. 

^antity. 

Drawback of Cuftoms 

Gallons. 

£. s. d. 

Cwt. qrs. lb. 

£. s. d. 

864,013 

17.899 4 2 

199.398 •— *6 

122,957 I 9 


An Account of the Quantities of Sugar, Rum, Cotton, Coffee, Cocoa, Indigo, Ginger, 
Aloes, and other Goods, imported into the fcrcral Ports of Great Britain, from the Btitiih 
Sugar Colonics, from Chriftmas 1786, to Chriftmas 1787, inclufive, with Duties of Cuftoms, 
payable on each Article, 

Specits of Goods. Value. Species of Goods. Value. 


Drugs. Aloes Epatica, * 
Cailia Lignca, 
Radix Serpentaria, 
Sarfaparilla, 

Other Drugs, 

Dye Stuffs & 1 Archelia, 
Hard Wood. J Braziletto, 
Ebony, 


f. s. d. 
344 18 9 
I 7 o 
12 IS o 
loi 17 6 

7 > 3^5 9 

8172 
*.378 13 3 
3.504 *8 3 


Dye Stuffs & i Fuftic, 

Hard Wood J Indigo, 

Lignum vita?, 
Logwood, 
Mahogany, 
Grocery. Cocoa, 

Coffee, 

Ginger, 


£. s. d. 

37.333 6 o 
2,634 I 7 
2,497 9 o 
81,225 3 6 
57,786 16 3 
9,884 13 7 
212,277 9 3 
11,448 16 3 
Grocery. 
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A* ® • 

1787 Spedes ef Geeds. 

Value. 

C- 

Species $f Goods, 

Value, 

C d . 

Grocery. Pimento, 

15,211 9 0 

Spirits, Rum 

203,822 

9 10 

Sugar, Brown 

2,634,686 I 6 

Tobacco, 

55 ° 

10 1 

T urmeric. 

170 4 0 

Tortoifcft^ll, 

1.293 

6 0 

Hides, Ox or Cow, 

2,003 15 0 

Wool, Cotton 

327,600 

8 9 

Lemons and Oranges, 

2 3 11 




Total value of aflual produce, 


7 2 


The preceding articles are all the aSual produce of the Britilh Weft Indies, but thofe which 
follow in tliis account, arc either not the produce of the Weft Indies, or arc doubtful. 


Spccia of Goods. 

Value. 


Species of Goods. 

Value* 




s. 

d. 


£■ 

s. 

d. 

Books, Bound 


19 

11 

Potatoes, 

0 

10 

0 

Unbound, 

1 

5 

10 

I^rovifions, Bread & Bifcult, 

, 28 

2 

0 

Bottles, Glafs 

26 

12 

1 

Pvags, 

197 

6 

7 

Corn, Wheat, Flour 

0 

8 

9 

Seeds, Garden 

4 

2 

6 

Drugs, Cortex Peruv. 

1 

2 

6 

Skins, Calf, Raw 

28 

6 

8 

Oil, Palm 

164 

18 

2 

Deer, in the Hair, 

69 

12 

6 

Dye Stuffs Jt 1 Annotto, 

0 

0 

0 

Goat, Raw 

147 


0 

Hard Wood. J Camwood, 

119 

17 

9 

Otter, 

22 

2 

4 

Nicaragua, 

13,167 

3 

S 

Turpentine, 

77 

13 

9 

Redwood, 

167 

5 

4 

Wax, Bees 

250 

0 

0 

Saunders Red, 

13 

2 

6 

Whale P'ins, 

148 

IC 

0 

Shumack, 

26 

0 

0 

Wines, French, 

I 

I 

S 

Elephants’ Teeth, 

381 

12 

5 

Madeira, 

6.544 

J I 

2 

Feathers for Beds, 

I 

0 

0 

Port, 

259 

12 

4 

Grocery, Rice 

2,928 

7 

3 

Spanilli, 

S6 

4 

S 

Hides, Indian in the Hair, 

2 

14 

0 

Wood, Cedar, 

1,762 

10 

8 

Iron, Bar 

19 

10 

0 

Pine Boards and Planks, 3 

6 

8 

Caft 

478 

10 

7 

Staves, Barrel 

472 


8 

Linen, Sail Cloth, 

4 

4 

4 

Staves, Hlid. and Pipe, 3,070 


n 

Sails, foreign made 

16 

3 

0 

Other Wood, 

3.725 

13 

6 

Oil, Train 

s 

14 

4 

Mifcelianeous Articles, 

4.63s 

12 

11 

Pifturcs, - ■ 

t 11 

10 

0 




— 



Total value of doubtful produce, 

39.106 

8 

2 



Total value of aftual produce, 

3.613.147 

7 

2 



Total value of imports, 

3.652,253 

15 

4 








An 



AN HISTORICAL AND CH RONOLOOICAf DEDUCTION 


2 
r\ 

87 All Accoiintof the Value and Amount of Goods (being Britifli Produce and Maaufa^lurc) 
for Exporrarion 10 the Britilh Sugar Colonies, from the feveral Ports in Great Britain, from 
CluiRaias 1786, to Cliriftmas 1787, inclufive. 


S/h'c :rs oj' Gg odu 

r. 

C 

tilue, 

s. 

d. 

Sfedes cj Goods, 

Fuluc, 

d. 

A Hum, 

1 

1 1 

10 

Stuffs, plain 

j*8oo 

0 

0 

.A]iothccarv-’s Ware, 

4.738 

11 

0 

Cyder, 

663 

2 

9 

Apparel Garments, 

3,670 

8 

0 

Fifh. Cod, dry 

589 

3 

0 

Beer, 

11,179 

3 

0 

Herrings, red 

7,926 

0 

0 

9 

Books, printed 

434 

5 

8 

Ditto, 

46,721 

16 

0 

Brafs, wrought 

13,681 

6 

2 

Salmon, filtcd 

754 

0 

0 

Brick, 

1,141 

2 

1 

Fifhing tacklp, 

15 

0 

0 

Cabinet Ware 5c Upliolftcry, 

3,2a6 

14 

0 

Glafs and earthen wMre, 

5.626 

3 

9 

Candles, tallow 

32,058 

2 

5 

Green, 

5.919 

3 

6 

wax 

3»9 

0 

0 

White flint 

426 

1 1 

2 

Cards, new, wool 

68 

8 

0 

For windows. 

128 

X 

3 

playing 

SS 

2 

5 

Gloves, plain leather 

485 

8 

0 

Cattle, live cows and oxen, 

37 

iO 

0 

Glue, 

2 

17 

0 

Horfes, 

I. -597 

10 

0 

Grindlcftoncs, 

887 

12 

6 

Mules, 

1.450 

0 

0 

Gunpowder, 

1,029 

0 

2 

Obariots and coaches, 

545 

0 

0 

Flaberdallicry, 

16,263 

17 

II 

Coals, great 

29 

18 

9 

Hats, beaver 

14.875 

^3 

4 

W inton meafurc 

9,246 

13 

2 

Carolina, 

195 

c 

0 

Colours for painters, 

4.017 

15 

0 

Felt, 

25.723 

^3 

0 

Copper, wrought 

30,610 

6 

10 

Hoops for barrels, 

2,410 

IS 

3 

Cordage, new 

‘2,880 

10 

0 

Several forts, 

3.320 

11 

0 

Old 

8,933 

10 

2 

Iron, caft 

*,153 

19 

6 

Corn, Barley 

227 

19 

4 . 

Nails 

4,255 

10 

7 

Ditto, hulled 

374 

5 

7 

Wrought, 

152,188 

6 

9 

Beans, 

6,728 

6 

I 

Lead, and bird fhot, 

4,082 

8 

s 

Oats, 

6,093 

*3 

9 

Red 

20 

14 

0 

Oatmeal, 

1,054 

0 

9 

White, 

27 

12 

0 

Peas, 

2.303 

19 

0 

Leather, tanned 

3*622 

IS 

I 

Rye, 

264 


7 

Wx ought 

21,120 

10 

3 

Wheat, 

693 

4 

6 

Lime, 

4*385 

9 

7 

Ditto, flour 

19,020 

14 

7 

Linen, above bounty, 

22,320 

2 

6 

Cottons! Checked, 

6,303 

19 

0 

2s. 6d. per yard. 

16,286 

6 

3 

and f Printed for Bounty, 

5,101 

10 

0 

Sid, ditto, 

1 

13 

0 

Linens, J Ditto, not Bounty, 
6d. to i8d. before 

32,497 

18 

0 

6d. to i8d. ditto, 232,829 

Buckrams, 6d. to i8d. 

2 

0 

printed 

6d. to i8d. before 

59,875 

0 

0 

ditto, 

checked, yd* to i \ 

87 

Bd. 

2 

0 

dyed 

3,212 

0 

0 

ditto, - * 

86,787 

4 

0 

Fuflians, 

20,547 

2 

0 

Ditto, 6 Jd, ditto 

703 

18 

6 

Manclicftcr, 

31, *33 

0 

0 

Ditto, as. 3d* ditto 

32 12 

Diape 

6 

T, 



OF THE ORIGIN OK COMMERCE. 


663 


A. D. 

1787 Species of Goidu Value. 




S. 


Linen, Diaper, 6ci. to iSd. do. 




for bounty 

1,221 

ll 

0 

Ditto, not for bounty 


0 

0 

Sheeting, 6d. to iSd. 

425 

13 

• 

0 

Sailcloth, ditto 

II, ■’jl 

12 

1 

li ilb, plain, 6d. to i8d. 


IS 

0 

Diap^'r, ditto ditto 

S 

IS 

0 

Sliceting, ditto 

159 

17 

0 

Oil. train 

1,789 

7 

S 

Pantiics, 

296 

i3 

I 

Pewter, 

4,586 

18 

10 

Plate, wrougiit fiivcr 

3,081 

S 

0 

Ptovifions, Paeon and hams 

4.1 

s 

0 

liccf and poik 

816 

IS 

0 

, I'ripes 

2,084 

5 

0 

Bread and bifeuit 

7.039 

18 

8 

Butter, 

382 

4 

0 

Cliecfc, 

3. >59 

1 1 

9 

Potatoes, 

596 

I 

6 

Saddles, great 

1 60 

S 

0 

Salt, rock 

SO 

0 

0 

Wliite 

1,149 

0 

I 

Silk, in pieces 

7.925 

16 

10 

Sewing 

2,648 

0 

9 

Gauze, 

265 

9 

4 

Soap, hard. 

iG,i6i 

12 

1 1 

Spirits, Biitlfh 

300 

0 

0 

Starch, 

1,190 

14 

2 

Stationary, 

2,S43 

14 

0 

Sraincdpvipcr, 

228 

S 

6 

Steel, 

»43 

iS 

6 

Stockings, thread 

5. 7 42 

19 

0 

Stones, date 

7> 

14 

2 

Sugar, fully refined 

12.53^ 

7 

3 

'P bread 

520 

11 

0 

Tin, 

389 

4 

TO 


SjicCifS of Goods 

r, 

.-due. 



0 

s. 

d. 

T 1 ] plates 

50 

0 

0 

'Pui^acco pipes, 

257 

13 

0 

'Povs, 

103 

0 

0 

Vinegar, 

295 

7 

10 

Watches, gold 

255 

0 

0 

nictal 

30 

0 

0 

filvcr 

22 5 

0 

0 

Woollen ] Bays, double 

23.250 

0 

0 

Goods. J fugle 

Caps, plain, Mon- 

1,822 

18 

6 

mouth 

400 

0 

0 

— « worded 

67 

S 

0 

Cloths, long 

5 . <’45 

17 

6 

^ fliort 

10,660 

10 

0 

Spanilh 

860 

0 

0 

Cottoni, Kendal 
Wellli, 

29,161 17 

2 

plains 

197 

11 

2 

Flannel, 

2.749 

10 

0 

Prize, 

Northern dozens, 

291 

13 

4 

finglc 

480 

0 

0 

Pcrpeis and Serges, 
Stockings, men’s 

186 

17 

6 

worfled 

945 

li 

0 

Stuffs, 

— — > with fiik and 

18,927 

0 

0 

incklc 

with filk and 

470 

i6 

% 

incklc gauze 
with filk and 

4 

16 

9 

grogratn 

with flk and 

0 

16 

6 

worllcd 

189 16 

I 

Woollens at value. 

2,829 

1 

*10 

Mifccllancous articles, 2 


0 

10 

Total, u4f>3>879 

>4 

1 1 


An. 
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A. n. 

1787 An Account of the Value and Amount of Cjoods (being Foreign Produce and Manufac* 
tuu) entered for Exportation to the Britiili Sugnr Colonics, from the fevcral Ports in Circat 
Britain, from Clniftmas 1786, to Chriftmas 1787; dillinguifhing fuch Goods as have been 
impoitcd by the Eaft India Company, 


oj Goods. 

J'alue. 


Rpccics of Goods. 

/ aluf . 




.V, 

d. 



d. 

Beads, coral 

I 

4 

10, 

Dye Stuffs. Saffron, 

00 

0 

6 

Books, bound 

16 

0 

0 

Smalts, 

0 16 

8 

Boxes, pills 

.29 

6 

3 

Feathers for beds, 

00 

2 

Brirnftonc, 

1 1 1 

I 

9 

Fiax^ rough 

85 0 

0 

Bugle, great 

43 

7 

6 

Fifh, cod 

SS 0 

0 

Corn. Beans, 

437 

8 

9 

Grocery. Almonds, fwcet 

4 S 9 

3 

Oats, 

981 

8 

II 

Annifecds, 

6 18 

8 

Oatmeal, 

92 

IS 

0 

Barley, pearl 

24 17 

2 

Wheat flour, 

12 

1 

6 

Cinnamon, 

66 10 

0 

Drugs, Almonds, bitter 

4 

IS 

i 

Cloves, 

62 16 

3 

Aloes Cicotrina, 

2 

5 

4 

Coffee, 

I lO 

I ] 

Epatica, 

s 

IS 

3 

Currants, 

317 0 

0 

Antlmoniuin Crudum 

0 

6 

0 

Figs, 

’4 3 

7 

Afla Fa?tida, 

5 

6 

10 

Mace, 

124 18 

6 

Camphirc, unrefined 

0 

10 

0 

Nutmegs, 

91 1 

8 

Cantharidcs, 

199 

I 

0 

Pimento, 

0 2 

4 

Caffia Lignea, 

186 

18 

4 

Prunes, 

50 2 

6 

Cardamoms, 

0 

8 

9 

Ralflns, Denia 

28 11 

0 

Cortex Peruv. 

940 

2 

6 

Lipra 

46 1 1 

8 

Cream of 'T artar, 

6 

10 

4 

— — Smyrna 

32 x6 

2 

(jambogium, 

0 

16 

3 

Solis 

4 S^> 14 

0 

Gum Arabic, 

I 

10 

0 

Rice 

429 I 

2 

Jallap, 

74 

2 

] 1 

Sugar, brown 

6 S 

1 1 

Ifinglafs, 

4 

0 

0 

T urmcric, 

0 1 

8 

Juniper berries, 

>3 

18 

I 

Hats, chip and ftraw 

19 7 

6 

Manna, 

88 

12 

8 

Inclc, wrought 

104 8 

0 

Myrrh, 

8 

12 

9 

Iron, bar 

1,888 17 

5 

Oil perfumed, 

6 

19 

6 

Lace, bone 

2 7 

.> 

Opium, 

81 

16 

3 

Linens. Cambrics 

1,997 8 

7 

Quickfilvcr, 

63 

1 

6 

Canvafs, Heffens 

458 17 

s 

Radix Ipccacuana, 

46 

t 

3 

fpruce 

1,673 

II 

— - Serpentaria, 

16 

12 

0 

Damafk Silefia nap- 



Saccarum Saturni, 

9 

10 

4 

ken ing 

24 0 

4 

Sarfaparilla, 

40 

14 

8 

- ditto tabling 

115 0 

2 

Senna, 

46 

7 

9 

Diaper Silefia napken 

- 


Succus Liquoritise, 

1 

10 

0 

ing 

129 II 

4 

Drugs at value, 

275 H 

9 

Diaper Silefia tabling 

57 15 

10 

Dye fluffs. Annotto, 

5 

16 

8 

Ruflia narrow 



Brazil, 

11 

0 

3 

under half ell 

76 6 

9 






Linens. 
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Spi'c'ics of Qtooda^ lvalue* 


Specks of Goods; 




j. 

d. 


c 

s. 

d. 

Linens. Germany broad under 



Oil, train 

23 

18 

i 

36 inches 1,072 

18 

3 

Provifions, Bacon and hams, 

88 

18 

6 

narrow 23,754 

16 

1 1 

Beef 

16,403 

0 

0 

ditto {Iriptd 1 1 3 

1 8 

6 

Iliead and bifcults 

26 

0 

0 

Holiand and Fl-mdcrs 



Butter 

8,106 

»3 

0 

under IS 1-8 ell 54 

5 

4 

Pork 

16,673 

iS 

% 

Irilh plain b^d. to 18 J. 



Silk wrought crapes 

103 

1 6 

c 

for hounry 12,6;8 

0 

0 

Spirits, brandy 

yOO 

G 

I 

* llu'cting, ditto, 73 

6 

0 

GeiK.v.a 

825 

8 

0 

plain, not for bounty 65 

1 2 

6 

Rum 

1, 920 

0 

0 

Lawns, Sildia lioliand 



'J'allow, 

781 

4 

7 

wijited 923 

18 

0 

Thread, llllcrs 

2 

I 2 

0 

ditto, not IIol- 



J obaccu, 

961 

3 

9 

land whiled 2,566 

1 2 

0 

Wax, bees 


18 


Riiliia bioad above 



AVatcr, Pyrrnont 

3 

3 

9 

e,:',; ^ 1,045 

3 

1 1 

\ incs. Canary, 

72 

9 

5 

alcove 31 * 580 

8 

9 

French 

- 5.^34 

F> 

4 

above 36 4) 809 


5 

Madeira 

1,152 

1 

2 

drilling 247 

^5 

6 

Povt 

S- 33 ^> 

9 

- 

narrow 467 

3 

3 

Rlicnilli 

] yo 

3 

1 

fail cloth 5 

^3 

4 

Span! ill - 


^9 

9 

'[‘icks - 120 

1 

0 

Other wines 

“3 

16 

1 

NTats, Ruihii - ^ 

12 

0 

WoocL Deals, orvlinary 

20 

9 

8 

Oil, ordinary - 3 ® 

6 

3 

Staves, barrel 

54 

28 

7 

iallad “ 43^ 

1 1 

0 

'lb m her, lir 

" * 

5 

4 

0 



Total, 

123,209 

16 

2 

(boons TMI'ORTID I^y ihc EaST TnDIA CoMPANY. 




Si>L iilS :*/ GocJ.^* 

J u*uc. Species cf Goods, 

T. 

iluCi 



£. s. d. 


-f. 

d. 

Chinawarc, 

1,646 2 9 Grocery, tea 

oc 

17 

4 

Borax n lined. 

200 Piece goods,. Bengal rated 

797 

16 

2 

Rhubaib, 

j,ioi 12 9 Ditto, unrated 


t 

T 

4 

Pepper, 

4B1 17 4 Saltpctic, 


0 

8 

Sago, 

1^5 3 5 



— 

Value of Piafi: India goods, 


-'••,’> 9*9 

14 

') 

Value of Foreign produce. 


123,209 

16 

0 

'I’otal value of Urililh produce, 

— • 

*■,463,879 

14 

i ? 

Total value of goods exported to the Wcftlndies, 

b 

g 

5 

l G 

Total value of coods imported from the Weft Indies, 

3.652,253 


4 

Total value of goods exported 

to the Welt Indies,. 

1 ,012,009 

5 

10 

Lxeefs, 

mm 

2,040/244 

9 

6 

VoL. IV, 

4 r 



A,il 



AN HISTORICAl AND C H Rt) N 0 L O C I C A t DEDUCTION 
STATE OF THE EAST INDIA TRADE. 


665 

A. 

17S7 


An Account of the Number and Tonnage of the Ships laden in Qiina for the Eafl India 

Company, in the Seafon 1786-7. 


Ships^ 

Builders Mea- 
funment. 

Duke of Montrofc, 

762 

Northumberland, 

784 

Southampton, 

758 

Earl Cornwallis^ 

774 

Contrador, 

777 

Stormont, 

737 

Royal Charlotte, 

8 s 5 

Neptune, 

809 

Ranger, 

537 

Pitt, 

779 

Bridgewater 

799 * 

Pigot; 

765 

Chapman, 

538 

Admiral Sir Edward Hughes, 810 

Lord North 

777 

Carnatic, 

779 

Valentine, 

790 

Vanlittart, 

828 

Sulivan, 

876 

Fort William, 

798 

Ponfborne, 

804. 

General Goddard; 

799 

Europa, 

77a 

Middlefex, 

852 

Earl of Mansfield,, 

782 

York, 

867 

Royal Bifliop, 

708 

Mars, 

696 

London, 

836 

29 (hips*. 

22,448 


Char tired Tonnage laden Kintladgr laden 7 Hal Tons 


onnuge. 

in China. 

/« England, 

(?A’ 

7S5 

686 

92 

778 

ns 

741- 

92 

833 

758 ■' 

716 

92 

808 

75 S 

694 

92 

786 

758 

761 

92 

853 


678 

88 v 

766 

758 

850 

92 

942 

758 

772 

92 

864 

537 

467 

66 

533 

7 SS 

669 

92 

761 

755 

732 

92 

824 

758 

795 

92 

887 

538 

576 

66 

642 


670 

— 

670 

758 

741 

92 

833 

758 

709 

92 

8ot 

755 

663 

92 

755 

75S 

687 

92 

779 

755 

769 

92 

86t 

755 

758 

753 

776 

92 

92 

84? 

868 

755 

730 

92 

822 

755 

742 

92 

834 

755 

735 

92 

827 

758 

743 

92 

835 

758 

874 

92 

966 

720 

724 

86 

810 

696 

659 

85 

744 

ocr 

881 

92 

973 

,615 

20,993, 

2,507 

23 » 50 O 


There were Ilkewife i9fliips, meafuring i6,iai tons, builder’s mcafurement, 
the Eaft India Company to China, for the fcafon j 788-9. 
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OP tllE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 

An Account of the Quantity and Sorts of Tea imported in this Year, 
Ships which arrived from China. 

Bohea, — 

Congou, — — 

Soucliong, — — — . 


667 

in the twenty-feven 
Neat lbs . 
6,493,816 
4,266,136 
1,113,900 
5.355.251 
1.623.572 




An Account of the Amount of the Silver fent from England to China, in the Eaft India 
Company’s Sliips, for three Years, cliftinguiniing the Amount in each Yean 



On jiccQunt 

ef the Company , 

Ditto of private Ptr / ons ^ 

Totals , 



c 

£■ 

£• 

17S5. 

— 

704.259 



704.259 

1786, 


694,960 

— 7.223 — 

702,183 

‘ 7 ^ 7 . 


625,384 

— ^ . 35.326 — 

660,710 

Total amount, 

2,024,603 

42,549 

2,067,152 


An account of the quantity of Britifh Corn exported, and of Foreign Corn imported and 
exported for tlic year 1781, as taken from the Cuftom-houfc books. 



JJrltiJ /), exported . 

Foreign , imported . 

Foreign , exported . 


^ s . Bujh , 

Shs . Bujb . 

,^ rs , BuJh . 

Barley, — 

19.884 7 

27.783 3 

1,320 0 

Beans, — 

10,114 0 

36.912 5 

893 0 

Oats, — 

5 

394.185 7 

2,112 5 

Oatmeal, — 

i,ic7 0 

1.793 0 


Pers, — 

6,376 6 

!?,,266 0 

318 2 

Rve, — 

12,683 3 

2,702 0 


\\ hear, — 

75360 4 

46.973 2 

335 I 



C \ vt . qrs , lbs . 

C % ul . qrs , lbs 

Wheat Flour, — 

Malt, — 

43,946 0 
111,016 0 

9,741 0 6 

381 2 7 



The following arc the bills 

rclatis’c to trade and commerce which paiTed during this feffion. 


A bill againft unlawful lotteries. 

For cftabiiflxing a conveyance of letters between Milford Haven and Waterford. 

I'o regulate the commckial intorcourfe between the Biitilh colonics and United States of 
America. 

To regulate the IJritifli fiflxery. 

For repealing the fevcral duties on cuftoms and cxcifc, and granting other duties in lieu 
tlxereof ; and for applying the faid duties, with the other duties compoflng the public revenue ; 

4 P 2 for 
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1787 for permitting the importation of certain goods, wares and merchandize, the produce or ma- 
nufaflory of the European dominions of the French King, into this kingdom. 

To perpetuate two a6ls, 15th and 17th of George III. relative to promiirory notes and bilF 
of exchange. 

For encouraging the arts of defigning and printing linens, &c. by vefting the property there 
©fin the defigners, printers, &c. for a limited time. 

To farm the poft-horfe duties. 

For allowing the importation and cxportati6n of certaii'* goods in Jamaica, Grenada, Do* 
minica and New Providence, under certain reftiiftions. 

To allow further time for the inrollment of deeds and wills made by Papifts, &:c. 

p'or granting certain duties on glafs imported, 

RefpeCring vcirds and boats liable to feizure by an aft of the 24th of George III. for pre- 
A Cluing fuiuggling, and alfo relative to the duties on wine and oil llalks, foreign geneva and 
ebony. 

For making an allowance to the dealers in foreign wines, for the llock in their poffefiion a 
certain time, 

Relative to the importation of raw hides from Ireland and Britifli America ; to the exporta- 
tion of wheat, cic. to the Britilh fugar colonies; to prohibiting the exportation of tools and 
utenfils in the iron and fUcl manuiaftorics, and to prevent the fcducing of aitificcrs i^anc! foi 
granting a bounty on the exportation of certain Britilh and Irilh linens. 


The follov/mg arc the variations of the public funds during tliis year, with the highcfl and 
loweft prices arranged oppofite to each month. 
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• OF THE ORIGIN OP COMMERCE. 

Sup P I. IKS granted by Parliament for this year : — 

For the navy. — — — 

For the army, — ~ — 

For the ordnance, — ^ 

IMilcclIancous fervicc?', — _ 

Ddi cicncies, — — — — 

Total Supplies, 

The Wavs and M/ ANs for raifing tlic foregoing Supplies. 
Land lax ;nu,l duty on malt, — — 

'I'o be applied out of the linking fund, — — - 

Lottery, — — — — 

Exchequer — — — — 

Surplus of rlic conroliclnrcd fund, — — 

Inij'rcil monies remaining in the Exchequer, — — 

Ajiny faving n — — — — 

Money granted for the army in 1785, remaining jii the Exchequer, 

Total of Wavs and — 

Total amount of Supplies granted, ■ 

ExccL of Ways and Means, — 


« 

£■ 

JT. 

669 

d. 

2,286,000 

0 

0 

1,876,287 

6 

9 

328,576 

17 

3 

S. 723 >oi 7 

18 

3 i 

1,675,717 

IS 


11,889,599 

17 

5; 

£■ 

s. 

r/. 

2,750,000 

0 

0 

1,226,072 

2 

1 1 ;* 

25^875 

0 

0 

5,500,000 

0 

0 

2,400,000 

0 

0 

74,102 

9 

10 

44,806 

2 

7 

180,000 

0 

0 

> 2 , 43>>855 

LS 

4 i 

11,889,599 


51 ' 


54^,255 17 ic-Z 


An account of tlie chrill.cnings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, for 
this year. 

, Cliriftcned, males 8,929 Buried, males 9,821 

— females 8,579 females 9,528 


17,508 


^9>349 


» 788 Ikrore we enter upon the hiftory of this year, we mufl: refer to the clofc of the preceding one, 
wIku in confcquencc of a notillcation from the Court of France, that his ChrilHan Ma-. 

iiitciuied to aflid tiic vStates of Holland againfl any invafion or hofliic attempts I'lom tlic 
King of Jhudia, an augmentation took place during the kill futnuicr in our navy and army, 
and fuel) preparations were made as checked the purpofe of France, and tended gtcatlv to re- 
cllMblilli the conlVitutionai government of the Dutch Republic. 

On the 27th of November, liis Majerty opened the fifth fclfioa of the prefent Parliament by 
llie following fpcech from the throne : 

“ A'ty and LUntUmeUy 

** At the clofc of tlic l:\ft relfion I informed you of the conccrti witli which I obferved the 
difputcs unhappily i’ubuiling in the Republic of the United Provinces, d'heir fituatioii foon 
aUciwards became moreciitical and alarming, and the danger which threatened their confiitu- 
tiun and independence, Uemed likely, in its confcqucncc, to ailHi liic fucurity and intcrclK 

oi 
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1788 of my dooiinions* No (endeavours were wanting, on my part, to contiibutc by my good of ^ 
ficcs to the reftoration of tranquillity and the maintenance of the lawful govcinment; and I 
alfo thought it necelTary to explain my intention of countcnifting all forcible interference on 
the part of France, in the internal affairs of the Republic. Under thefe circumftances, tlie 
King of Prufila having taken racafures to enforce his demand of fatisfaftion for the infult of- 
fered to llie Princefs of Orange, the party which Imd iifurped the government of Holland ap- 
plied to the Moft Chridian King for allillancc, who notified to me his intention of granting 
their requeft. In conformity to the principle which I had before explained, Idid not hclltatc, 
on receiving this notification, to declare, that T could not remain a quiet fpeftator of the arm- 
ed interference of France, and I gave immediate orders for augmenting ray forces both by fea 
and land. In the courfe of thelc tranfaftions I alfo thought proper to conclude a treaty with 
the Landgrave of Hefle Callcl, by which I fecured the alfiftance of a confidciablc body of 
troops in cafe my fervicc fliould require it. In the mean time, the rapid fuccefs of the Prulfian 
troops under the coadiuft of the Duke of Rrtmfwick, wdiile it was the means of obtaining the 
reparation demanded by the King of Pruffia, enabled the provinces to deliver theinlclvcs from 
the oppreiTion under which they laboured, and to re-ellablifli their lawful government. Ail 
fuhjcfts of conteft being thus removed, an amicable explanation took place between me and the 
Moft Chriflian King, and declarations have been exchanged by our rcfpcftivc Minillcrs, by 
w'hich w^e have agreed mutually to difann, and to place our naval cftablilhments on the fame 
footing as in the beginning of the prefent year. It gives me the greateft fatisfafliou, tliat the 
important events which I have communicated to you, have taken place without diliurbing my 
fubjefts in the enjoyments of the bleflings of peace; and I have great plcafurc in acquainting 
you, that I continue to receive from all foreign powers tl^ic fullcft alTuiances of their pacific 
and friendly difpofition towards this country. 1 muft, at the fame time, regret that the trau- 
quillity of one part of Europe is unhappily interrupted by the war which has broken out be- 
tween Rulfia and the Porte. A convention has alfo been agreed upon between me and the 
Moft Chriflian King, explanatory of the thirteenth article of the laft treaty of peace, and cal- 
culated to prevent jcaloufies and difputes between our refpeftive fuhjcfls in die Eaft Indies. — 
I have ordered copies of the fcvcral treaties to wdiich 1 have referred, and of the declaration and 
counter-declaration exchanged at Vcrfaillcs, to be laid before you.” The fpccch concluded 
with a parriculat mention of the extraordinary expcnccs wdiich the fituation of affairs rendered 
neceffary, and a general alluiion to the flourifhing ftate of the commerce and revenues of tlic 
country. 

The ufual addrelF'S were moved in both Koufes, and carried nemlm coniradlccnie. 

On the 29th of November the Chancellor of the Exchequer prefented the following papers 
to the Houfe by the King's command. 

An Account of the Charges incurred by the late Armament, delivered by the Secretary 

at War. 

Expence of the augmented cftablifhment of the foot guards and regiments j. d. 

infantry, between tlie 24th of September, and 24th of December, 1787,111- 
clufive, — ~ — — *— 4^>3^7 ® 

Ditto of the additional military and hofpitalftaff for the Weft Indies, 
from the dates of the refpeftivc appointments during the period before fpe- 
Cificd, ~ — — 700 4 3 


Carried over, 


41,087 14 U 
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Brought forward, 

Levy money for the recruits raifed by the foot guards beyond their former 

ellablilhment, — " 

Continuation of full pay and allowances to the officers of 
the eleven companies, from the 9th of Movember, 1787, to 
the 24th of December following, — — 2»’9S 10 6 

Deduft the favings of the half-pay of the faid officers, from 
the 24th of September, to the 24th of December, 2,oi5 15 i 

Difference, — — 

Expence of extraordinary marches, 

Camp equipage and hofpital bedding, — 

Medicines, — — — 

Total, 


I- 

41,087 


2.016 IS 


178 IS 
700 O 

1,830 5 

S9»878 4 


An Eftimatc of the Rxpences incurred by the Augmentation and Equipment of his Majefty's 
Maval Forces, fince the i8th of September laft, dated from the Navy Office, 27th Nov. 1787, 

• S. dm 

Six months freight of 5,023 tons of tranfports, — — 15,389 18 9 

Charge of fitting and (lores, — — — 1,990 8 3 

Freight and wages of 28 tenders — — 8,594 8 6 

Fitting and llorcs, — — — 2,635 10 10 

Rigging and fupplying with (lores fix forty gun fliips, — 4,000 o o 

Imprefted to pay bounty to fcamen, — — — 7,700 o o 

More may be wanted for the like fcrvicc, ~ — 6,000 o o 

Charge of procuring men on (horc, — ~ 4,396 19 7 

Amount of advanced price on hemp purchafed, — — 10,000 o o 

]..,ofs on viflualling the army tranfports, — — 5,000 o o 

More for compromiling bargains for provifions for the fleet at home and 
abroad^ — — — — — 20,000 o o 

A computed amount of the general charges, under the heads of wages, 
wear, tear and viftualJing, — — — 74,700 o o 

Gratuity to officers and fcamen who have entered fmee the i8th of Sep- 
tember, and arc now to be paid off and difeharged, — 15,000 o o 


20,000 


74,700 o 


Total, 


15,000 o o 

175*407 5 II 


Expenccs incurred by the Office of his Majelly’s Ordnance on Account of the late 

Armament, 

Regiment of Artillery. s . . 

Raifing and arming an augmentation of one bombadicr and ten gunners 
per company, amounting to 440 men, to the royal regiment of artillery, 
witli the pay of the fame to the 31ft of December, 1787, ~ 5,193 6 

Carried over^ Syi93 6 
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1788 


Brought forward, 

Arms for the augmentation to forty-nine battalions and s. 

fciH new railed regiments of foot, — ■ — J3»^-9S 5 

jMc>)u As it is not neceflary immediately to replace the 
above arms, no demand is made on this cflimate* 

Ammunition and intrenching tools for fundry regiments 
of foot ordered on i'erv ice, — * — 442 17 

I'cnts to fundiy ngimenls ordered on fcrvicc, 2, (>63 17 


d. 

o 


Q 

O 


Stores, kc. for tcie Navy. 

To replace ordnance llores fupplicd to the navy and expcnccs incurred in 
tlie fcvenil ports of (ireat Biitain on account of the late armament, com- 
puted at about — — •— — — 


£. d. 

5>i93 6 8 


3,ic 6 14 o 


10,000 o D 


Total of army eftimates, 
f)itto navy, — 

Ditto ordnance and llorcs, 

Total expellee of the armament, 



Total, 

18,300 

0 

8 

— 

— 

59,878 

4 

0 

— 

_ 

> 75.407 

S 

11 


, — - 

i8 ,3CO 

0 

8 

— 

— 

253.5*55 

ro 

7 


On the 4th of December, 1787, Mr. Grenville called the .attention of Parliament to the fitiua- 
lion of the trade between the ports of the United States of America, and his Majehy’s fubjefls in 
the illand of Newfoundland, in tlie articles of bread, flour, Indian corn, live Hock, &:c. A 
Hatute already exifled for the legulation of this trade, and the ncccffity of continuing n arofc 
from the trade in qvicHion having incrcafcd and profpered beyond all expedbition, to the mani- 
fcil advantage of Newfoundland. When this bill had been origifuilly introduced into the 
lloufe, its duration had been limited to the period of a finglc year ; ajui it Itad been confident- 
ly aifcrtcJ at that time, that Newfoundiand could not polfibly cxiil without a free and unre- 
Hrained trade to /America ; and that in confcqucncc of the peace the Biitidi fiihcry on the 
Banks of Newfoundland xnufl be totally annilulatccl ; but from the evidence of three years, the 
icvcrfe of this prcd’.fllon had been verified. I'hc Britlfli Newfoundland filhcry not only ex- 
ited, but profiicved under a politic rcHrainr and prudent limitation of its trade i infomuch, 
That it never had bten fo Houriihing as it was at the prefent period. The number of Britifh 
fhips and men employed in rliis hfhery had been doubled fince the termination of the war, 
and the quantity of fidi taken had aifo been incrcafcJ in an equal proportion. In faft, the 
Britillififhery had incrcafeJ, and Hill was incrcafing in the moft rapid manner, while tliat of 
Prance had hitherto declined, and Hill continued to decline in an alrnoil proportionable ratio. 
Not more than 7,000 ihitilh fcamcn had been employed in the year 1785; bat, in the year 
1787, tlic numlKT employed was 14,000: whereas the French had employed 7,000 fcamcn in 
rhls triidt in 1786, and in the year 17B7 the number had decrcafcd to fomewhat under 6^000. 
in 1786, tlic French took 426,000 quintals of fifli, and in the year following 128*000 quintals 
v.m;he full amount of thcli taking. On the contrary, in the year 1786, the Britilli fiihcrs 
4 certain 
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178S took only 470,000 qumtals, but in the fuccccding year, 732,000* Hence it Is eviJent of how 
great impoitancc the NewfounJUnJ tiihery is to this kiagUom, as well with regard to the ma- 
iu)la6\urlng inteiefts ot Great Ihiiaia, as to its grand intcrelling charaftcriftic, that of being a 
conftant and circnlial nurleiy for BritKh Icaiiicn. The eKifting llatute, and whicli was on the 
point of expiring, had been made to continue for two years, and it was now propofed to con- 
tinue it tor two yeais longer. Upon ihcfc principles, a bill was brought in to confirm, for a 
certain limited time, the trade bciw'cen the ports oi the United States of America, and his 
Majefty's fubjefts in the ilhnd of Newfoundland, See. 

On the iStlr ot nlay, in tills year, Mr. Pitt rofe to move for leave to bring in a bill relative 
to that part ot the NCwtouiidland iilhery, which, by the laft treaty of peace with France, was 
ceded to that nation, obferving, that he would not detain the Houfc long, nor go into the 
dilculfion oi the {ubje£l at large, but rclervc a more extended invcfiigatioii for a fubfequent 
llage of the hufinefs, when the Houfc ihould have the bill before them. He would only, tiicre- 
fore, for the prefent, take a general view of the fubjeft. He renfmded the Houfe of the fitu- 
ation in which the fifiicrics of Newfoundland had been placed, in rcfpcfl to us and the French, 
• by the treaty of Utrecht, and in what meafurc that ftuatlon was vailed by the laft treaty of 
peace. A declaration upon this fubjeft had been fince figned and exclnangcd by the two 
Courts, in which there was no firift engagement \vith the Court of France, that ilic fhoulJ 
enjoy an cxclulive right to the whole of the fiihcry in the places therein fpccificd (from Cape 
Bonavlfta to Cape St, John, and thence to Cape Rave) hut only a flipulation to prevent \lic 
Briiifli fubjefts from molefting them, lie explained his conflruftion of thefe fiipulationsq 
and dwxlt upon the diiiinftion between that foit of concurrence which molcftcd, or tend- 
ed to moleft, and that which did not. He faid, his opinion was for afting under a liberal con- 
firudion of that declaration, in proof of our good faith, and fincere defire to preferve the full 
extent of tlic meaning of the article that referred to the fifth article of the definitive treaty. — 
Mr. Pitt flaicd the policy of Eng]and\s keeping as feparate as poffible the fifiicries of the two 
countries, fince an intermixture might create jcaloufy, and make the French acquainted witli 
<iur mode of curing the fiflt, and alfothofe particulars, that gave us fo evident a fuperloiity in 
that important branch of Britifh commerce. He thought it would be right to give notice, that 
the ftipulaiions of the treaty appeared to relate only to the coafts of Ncwfounuland, and that 
clearly the French had no right to the inland fiflicry, or to that in the rivers and creeks, where, 
it feems, excellent fainion filherics abound. They had a right, however, to filh in the mouths 
of the rivers for faltnon. He explained the utility of uniting both thcfiftieries, urging the ex- 
treme difadvantage that muft refult from the French being confined to one fpecics of filhcry, 
either that of the cod, or that of the falmon ; and after ftating that the lofs of the falmoii fith- 
cry would amount to between 5,000! and 6,oooL a year, he concluded with moving for leave 
to bring in a bill ** To enable his Majefty to make fuch regulations as may be ncccirary for 
preventing the inconvcniencics which might arife from the competition of his Majefty's fub- 
jefts, and thofe of the Moft Chriftian King, in carrying on the filhcry on the coafts of the 
ifland of Newfoundland.’* 

On the 5th of February, the Houfe went into a committee, to take into confidcration the 
petitions of the corn diftillcrs of London and Scotland. I'hc nature of this bufinefs was as 
follows: — In the jo^ar 1786, an aft of Parliament paffed, by which the Scotch diftillcrs wxre 
not to be fubjefted to the vifils of excife officers, nor to pay according to the quantity of fpirits 
Ehat they fliould aftually diftili but that tlicy ftiould take out a licence, for which they llxould 
VoL^ IV, *4 0 . pay 
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1788 pay il. 10s. per aniuim for every gallon which each ftill contained, which would amount to 
lod. per gallon on the quantity that it was fuppofed they would be able to diftil annually : but 
by the Scotch working their ftills fometimes four, and fometimes fix times iu the 24 hours, the 
duty did not in faft amount to one penny per gallon ; fo that the Scotch were thus enabled to 
underfcll the Englifti in the London market. They had aftually imported into England the 
whole of the quantity that it was fuppofed they would have diftillcd in the year, and 90,000 
gallons over; fo that they had the whole of their home confumption duty, Ace : in Hiort, the 
leading principle of this bill was to give the Scotch the full command over their own maikct, 
but it had never been in the contemplation of the legiflaturc to enable the Scotch diflillers to 
meet the diflillcrs of London on the Englilh market under fuperior advantages. Bcfidcs, in 
its prefent ftatc, there was a very wide door open for frauds on the revenue ; as it had been 
proved, at a former period, before a committee of the Houfc of Commons, that in one year 
300,000 gallons of fpirits diftillcd in Scotland had been imported into England, more than all 
the fpirits diftillcd in Scotland that were paid duty for. I'he duty paid by the London diftillcr 
w^as 2S. qd, per gallon, in Scotland it w^as nominally lod. but in reality not more than from 
2(d. to 3d. to which the import of 2s. being added, the whole would make 2s. 3d. or there- 
abouts. It was therefore propofed by the Miniftcr, by way of equalizing the duties in both 
kingdoms, that an additional duty of 6d. per gallon fhould be laid upon fpirits diftillcd in 
Scotland and brought into England. * As the bill of 1786 was palled for two years, it became, 
undoubtedly, that fort of compafl between the legiflaturc and the diftillers of Scotland for a 
limited period, of which nothing but very ftrong circumftanccs would warrant an abrogation ; 
but it was evident, as well for the fake of the revenue, as for the profperity of the Englifli dif- 
tillers, that though there were but about five months to come before the aft of 1786 expired, 
an alteration of the duty was abfolutcly nccclTary. Indeed, this equalizing duty muft be con- 
fidered merely as a temporary expedient, as the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in confidcring 
the matter, declared it to be the intention of Government to undertake a full rcvifion of the 
iubjeft, with a view to a new law, that might put the diftillericiJ of England and Scotland, re- 
fpeftivcly, on a fair and equitable footing. For the prefent, however, a bill was palTcd for 
impofing “ fix-pence per gallon on all fpirits brewed or made from corn, malt, grain, or tilts ; 
or from cyder, perry, or othci vvafli or liquor, made or brewed from any fort of }3rit iih mate- 
rials ; or from wort or wafli made from melaires or fugar; or from foreign refufed wine, orany 
mixture from the ftrength of one to ten over hydrometer proof,* which fhall be Importec! into 
England from iliat part of Great Britain called Scotland.’’ 

'Fhe commercial intcrcourfc between the fubjefts of his Majefty’s dominions, and the inha- 
bitant? of the countries: belonging to the United States of America, and of the foicign iflu.icis 
in the Weft Indies, had been hitherto carried on under the authority of annual a£ts of i la- 
ment , but it was at this time very wifely propofed to fubjeft that part of it which related to 
the trade carried on between tlie United States and the Britifli W'eft India Iflands to mure per-, 
manent regulations. Every one had naturally defired, if it were poffilflc, that the fvipply of 
lumber, grain, provifions and fifh, for the ufc of the Weft India lllands, might he conveyed 
iu Hiitifh bottoms' foi the benefit and incrcafc of our navigation ; but il had been a maltcr of 
doubt with many, whether a fufficiont fupply of tliefe articles could be piocured, if American 
Blips wTre excluded fiom our iilands. l^lrc cxpciicnce, however, of five rears had at length 
proved that fuch apprchenficns were without foundation ; for fo long had the experiment been 
tried ; and thercfult was, that under fucL a legulalion the trade had flouriflicd and improved 
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1788 fo much, that it was, during the lad year, carried on to a much more conllcfcrable extent than 
in any year preceding the late war. The (juaniity of lumber and provifions fent from Auk- 
lien let the VV^clt India IllaiidiJ Itad been iully fuilicient tor their lupj^ly, and our rum lurched a 
price than it had hitherto done. From this policy alfo of employing ih itilh bottoms 
only, the planters iiad reaped great advantages, and the navigation of the empire had been in- 
creafed, as we novv.employ every year near 40,000 tons of iliipping, and near'5,000 fcamcn in 
tliat trade alone. On thefe principles a bill was brought into ]*.irliantciu, on the 12th of Fe - 
bruary, to ffttre the comint rciiil iutercouidcbctwccn the United States ofAmerlca and the Bii- 
tilh Weft India lllauds on a inor^ permanent footing. ] n the cour fe of the debate on thishub- 
jea, it wasalllrtcd by Mr. iVIdcrman Watfon, oneoftiic icprcfcntatives of the city of Lon- 
don, that, although the Britilli \\ eft India lOauds could not yet bewlioliy funpiicd with pro- 
vilions and lumber without the aid of America, he was confident that, in a very fliort time, 
Canada would be able to furnilh them wholly with pLovilioiis, and New Brunfwlck with 
lumber. 

It Fad been rcfoivcd, in the month of Oftoher 1787, when his Majefty had rcafou to be 
ahnmed, and to look witli more than common anxiety to the fafety and prefervaiion of cvciy 
part of the Britiih dominions, to fend out four additional regiments for the better protci^icii 
of our Indian polfelTions ; nor was the defign takcp up as a temporary, but with a.vicw to a 
pcmiancnt cftabliflmicnt of his Majefty 's troops in India. i\t that time, no unwnllingncfs to 
receive the regiments on board the Company’s fttipsand provide for their fupportin India, had 
been intimated by tlic Court of Dire£tors ; but, on the contrary, the mcafurc had been con- 
fidcicd as a wife one, and the fuggeftion of it had given univerfal fatisfaftion. Since, how- 
ever, tlic threatening ftorra had been difperied, far different fentiments prevailed. Some of 
the Directors, at Icaft, were of opinion, that unlcfs they made a requifition to Government 
for further military affiftancc, they had it in their option .to bear, or to refufe to bejjr, the cx- 
penceof any additional regiments of his Majefty’s army which might be fent to India i and this 
opinion feemed to be, in a great mcafure, grounded on the a( 5 t of 1781, by which the Eaft 
India Company were bound to pay for fuch of liis Majefty’s troops as had, by their rcquifiti >11, 
been fent to India. This idea had been much agitated without doors, and the Direflors had 
thought proper to confuJt different Counfcl of eminence on the fubjeft. 

In this bufmefs two queftions naturally arofe. — Fiift, Whether the King had a right to fend 
his troops to any part of his dominions ; and fccondly, If he fent them to India, who ought 
to defray the cxpcncc ? That his Majefty had an undoubted right, by his royafprcrogalivc, to 
direft the diftribiition of liis army, no one can, with any colour of reafon, difpute. The 
only point, therefore, which offered itfclf for difcuffion was, whether, if his Majefty, by 
%drtue of his prerogative, thought proper to fend four s^ddltional regiments to India, the cx- 
pence of fending them, and their fupport, ought to be provided for out of the revenues of 
.India, which they protefted. It was certainly the opinion of Minifters, that by the aft of 
1784, the autliority and power of the Court of Direftors, touching the military and political 
concerns of India, and alfo the collcftion, management, and application of the revenues of 
the territorial poffcffions, was transferred to the Board of Controul, which might direft the 
appropriation of thefe revenues, in the manner that to them fhould appear to be moft for jhc 
public advantage ; but as doubts had been entertained by others, and the opinions of Counfel, 
confirming thofe doubts, had been taken, all of vrhicli had gone abroad into the world, it was 
coniidcred as a ncccJftary mcafure to call upon the different branches of the Icgiflaturc to remove 
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1788 thofc doubts in the moft cfFeftual way by a bilL It was certainly very evident that, on the 
prefent occafion, the four regiments might,, on board the Company’s Ihips, be fent out to 
India at a very inconfidcrable expence j whereas, if tranfports had been fpcciall^ provided for 
that purpofe, the expence muft have been enormous. To oblige the Company, therefore, to 
pay the cxpcnce out of their Indian revenues, as had already been intimated to them by the 
Commiflioners of Controul, the Chancellor of the Exchequer movc<l> on the 5th of February, 
“ That leave be given to bring in a bill for removing any doubts refpefting the power of the 
commiflioners for the affairs of India, to direft that the cxpcncc of raifing, tranfporting, and 
• maintaining fuch troops as may be judged ncccffary for the fccurity of the Britifti territoriea 
and poffeffions in the Eall Indies, fhduld be defrayed out of the revenues arifing from the faid 
territories and pofleflions.” This bill was fupported and oppofed in cve;y ftage of it by all the 
great abilities of both houfes, and at length received the Royal affent. 

A bill to prevent the exportation of wool, underwent, in the courfe of this feflion, a great 
‘ deal of parliamentary difeuflton, both in debate and at the bar of the Houfc, The quellion 
fccined to turn upon the fuperior claim to advantage pofleiled by the wool-grower and the ma- 
nufafturer. It appeared, after all, from the arguments on both fidcs, that the wool-grower 
had but little to hope, and the raanufaflurers much to fear from its rejeftion ; it was therefore 
a more prudent mcafure to keep pacciwith the fears that were great, tlian with the hopes that 
were little. The bill accordingly pafled. 

On the 6th day of ^lay, the following refolutions, relative to the Eaft India Company, were 
agreed to in the Houfc of Commons : 

“ Firft, That it appears, that the fum total of debts owing by the Eaft Itidia Company, in 
the different fcttlcments in the Eaft Indies, cxclulivc of the fums for which bills hav*e been 
granted, payable on the Court of Direftors at home, in purfuance of their orders of the 15th of 
September, 1785, amounted, according to the Jateft accounts received in England, to the fum 
of 7 crore, 62 lacks, 21,563 current rupees. 

Secondly, That it appears, that the annual ^ount of intereft payable on the faid debts 
in India, was 53 lacks, 53,341 current rupees* 

Thirdly, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the Eaft India Company, in the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orifla,. and from Benares and Oude, under the heads of mint 
or coinage duties, poft office colleflions, Benares revenue, Oude fubfidy, land revenues, cuf- 
toms, and the receipts for the fales of fait and opium, amounted, on the average of three years, 
from 1783 to *178-5- 10 the fum of 5 crore, 21 Jacks, 88,146 current rupees* 

“ Fourthly, That it appears, that the annual charges to be defrayed by the Eaft India Com- 
pany in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and in Benares and Oude, under the 
heads of civil, military and marine, the charges of collefling the revenues and cuftoms, and 
the advances and charges on account of fait and opium, for the year 178J arc eftimated, by 
the' Governor General and Council of Bengal, to amomit to 3 crore, 6 lacks, 62,401 current 
rupees. 

That it appears, tjiat the annual revenues of the Eaft India Company, in the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and from Benares and Oude, under the heads of mint or coin- 
age duties, poll office colleilion*;, Benares revenue, Oude fubfidy, land revenue, cuftoms, and 
the receipts from the falcs of fait and opium, which were eftimated, for the year 178^, to 
amount, in the wliole, to 3 crorc, 85 lacks, 1,858 current rupees, amounted in the whole for 
the faid year, to 3 crore, 99 lacks, 19,7 10 current rupees. 
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1788 Sixthly, That it appears, that the charges defrayed by the faid Company In tlie faid pro^ 
vinccs, and in Benares and Oude under the refpeftive heads of civil, military and marine, tb.e 
charges of buildings and fortifications, of colle£fing the revenues and cuftoms, and the ad-^ 
vanccs and charges on account of fait and opium, which were cftimatecl, for the year 178*, to 
amount in the whole, to i crorc, 93 lacks, 36,103 current rupees, amounted in the whole for 
the faid yeV, to 1 crore, 98 lacks, 89,933 current rupees. 

Seventhly, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the Raft India Company, at the 
Prefidency of Fort St. George, and the fclilciiients fubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic 
and Northern Circars, under the heads of mint or coinage duties, fea or land cuhoins, fubfidy 
of the Nabob of Arcot and Rajali of 'Ranjorc, land revenues, and farms and licences, amount- 
ed, on an average of three years, from 178^ to 178 to the fum of 25 lacks, 76 805 pagodas., 
Eighthly, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the Ealt India Company, at the 
Prefidency of Fort St. George, and the feltlcments fubordinate thereto, and in tiie Carnatic 
and Northern Circars, under tijc iiime heads, for the year 178^, arc cflimated, by the Gover- 
nor and Council of Madras, to amount to the fum of 32 lacks, 73,041 pagodas. 

“ Ninthly, That it appears, that the annual charges to be defrayed by the faid Companv, 
at the Prefidency of Fort St. Cicorge, and in the Carnatic and Northern Circars, under the rr- 
fpeftivc heads of civil, military, buildings and fortification.s, and the charges of colicifling the 
revenues and cufloms for the vear 178^, arc eftimated, by the Governor and Council of Ma- 
dras, to amount to the fum of 31 lacks, 77,785 pagodas, 

“ Tenthly, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the Eafl India Company, at tlic 
Prefidency of Bomhav, and the fettlements fubordinate thereto, under the heads of land reve- 
nues, cufioms and farms or licences, for the year 178^., are cfiimatcd, by the Governor and 
Council of Bombay, at the fum of ii lacks, 76,601 Bombay rupees. 

I'J.cvcnlh, That it appears. ^hat the annual charges to be defrayed by the Eafl India Com- 
pany, at the Picfidcncy of Bombay, and the fettlements fubordinate thereto, in the year 178-% 
arc cilimated, by the Governor and Council at Bombay, at 36 Jacks, 51^245 Bomliay rupees. 

Twelfth, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the Fall India Company, at the 
Prefidency of Fort Marlborough and its dependencies, ariling from cufioms, farms and li- 
cences, amounted, on an average of three years, from 178?- to 178;;, to the fum of ic. 115 
dollar^.’* 

'i'Uc lunnnnity of Parliament, fupported by that of the nation, had, daring this felTion, pmd 
St very particular attention to that brat)ch of commerce which relates to a traflic in tire human 
fpccie. The Have trade Itas long been confidered as difgractfal to an enlightened age, and in 
tills country a fpirit is arifen which feems bent on annihilating it altogether, 01 lo changing 
the nature of it, as to blend humanity with the policy. It was, however, a fu])icifl of too 
comprehenfive a nature, and too materially connefted with our Ah iciui couimcrcc aiul Well 
India colonics, to come to an immediate dccifion upon it. 'Fhe philanthropic fpirit of Par- 
liament, therefore, was obliged to content itfclf for the prefent witii a temporary {)ill to regu- 
late the (hipping arid carryirgThives in Brltilh vcfiels from the coaft of I'iic final ar- 

rangement of this important bufinefs, in which the honour of the Briiiih commerce and the 
Britilb charr.»^CJ, as well as thehappinefs of millions of our fable African brethren is involved, 
will lake place at a period to which this volume will not reach. The iKiHirig this'bill was the 
kft a£l of the feflion, whicli was concluded on the 1 iih of July by a^gracious fpeeclrfrom the 
th. one. 


The 
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1788 The f:>lio\ving nrc" the principal articles in the treaty cf commerce, entered into between Pof* 
tugni nuJ Kulha, which was riiliiictl the i8th c*f Jiuu*, 1708. 

Article II. The fubjctSs oi Portugal ihali ciijoV in Rujlla a perfect liberty of confcicnce, 
agreeable to the piinciples of that full tolerance which there granted to all religions ; they 
fliall freely dilcharge tlieir duties, and attend to the woiihlp of their religion, as well in tin it 
own hoLifcs as the public churches eftablifhed there, without at any time expeficucing the leali 
dilticulty in that vefpeft. The fubjc£Is of Rulha, in like manner, ihail never be dlilurbcd in 
Toitugrtl in regard to theit religion, and they ihall have ohf jved towards them, in this point, 
what is pra<flircd witli the fahjecls of other nations of a diiTcrciu communion, particularly with 
tliofc of Great Britain. 

III. Their Majeflies mutually engage to procure to the refpeftive fubjcils of each other, 
all tlie facilities, adiflancc, and protc£tion nccellary to the progrefs of their reciprocal com- 
merce, and above all of a dire£l navigation between the two liates in all plitces under their do- 
minion, where navigation and commerce arc aftually or lurrcafter may he permitted to the 
other European nations : but, in all cafes wherein the prefent tieaty Ihall not ftipuhitc feme 
exemptions or privileges in favour of the refpeftive lubjc£lr>, they mud fuhrnit, in tlieir com- 
merce, as well by fea, land, or on the rivers, to the office tariffs, as aJfo to the laws, cudoms, 
and regulations of the place whero they fliall find themfelves. 

IV. In all the ports of the refpeftive dates where entry and commerce are open to Euro- 
pean nations, the high contracting powers fhall have a right to edablidi confuls-gcncral, con- 
fnls, and vice-confuls for the advantage of their commercial fubjefls : the faid confuls-gencral, 
confuls, and vicc-confuls, diall there enjoy ail the proteftion of the laws ; and though they 
fliall not exercife any kind of jurifdiAion, they may ncvcrthclcfs be chofen, at the will of tlie 
parties, as arbitrators of tlieir differences; but it fliall always be free to the fame parties to ad- 
drefs themfelves on preference to the tribunal dedined for commerce, or other tribunals, to 
which the faid confuls-gencral, confuls, aiid vicc-confuls, in what concerns their own affairs, 
dull be equally fubordinate; and they fliall never be chofen among the nativQ fubjefts of the 
power with whom they rcfidc, unlcfs an exprefs pcrmiffion be obtained to admit them in that 
quality. 

“ V. The fubjcfls of the two conirafling powers may affcmbic in the refpeflive dates with 
their conful in a faftory, and make among themfelves, for the common intcred of the body, 
fuch convenient arrangements as fliall not be contrary to the law^s, datutes, or regulations of 
the country or place where they fliall be edabliflied. * « 

VI. The commercial fubjefts of the two high contrafting powers flaall pay for their mer- 
chandize, in the refpeftive dates, thofe duties and other rights fixed by the tariffs adually in 
force, or which will exid at any time to coroe; but to the end that their commerce may be * 
more and more encouraged, they have agreed on both ddes to grant the following advantages : 

‘‘ I. On the pari of Ruffia. That the fubjefts of Portugal may pay the ctidom-lioufe 
duties, throughout the wdiolc empire of^Ruflia, in the current money of Ruffia, valuing the 
rixdollar^at 125 copecs, without being obliged to pay theriT, as heretofore, in effective rlxdol-. 
lars, with exception only of the city and port of Riga, W'here, according to the tenor of or- 
dinances aftually in force, the fuhjefts of Ruffia themfelves niud pay the cuftom-houfe duties, 
for every fpccics of merchandize, in cffcftjvc rixdollars. 

** 2. All wines the growth of Portugal, or of the ides of Madeira and the Azores, imported 
at Ruffia in Portuguefe or Ruffian veffels, or for account of Portuguefe or Ruffian fubjefts, 
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1788 flnll not pay as duty of entry more than four rubles and fifty cope^^ per barrique of fix ankers ; 
but neither (hall enjoy this advantage except on producing certificates from the conful of 
Ruflia, or in defeft ot him, from the cuftoni-houfe or magiftrate of the place from whence 
the iaid tvincs lliall be difpatched, which muft demonftrate that they arc veritably the growth 
of the places above-mentioned, and for account of Portuguefc or Ruflian fubjefts. As to the 
wines above-mentioned, which fliall be imported into RuHia, in other foreign fhips, the ge- 
neral tariff preferibed on this fubjeft will be adhered to. 

3* Her Imperial Majefty of all the Rdffias confents that Portuguefe fhips fliall import 
every year, at Riga and Revel, during the confinuancC of tlie prcfciit treaty, 6,000 lails of 
Portugal fait, paying for that commodity but half the duty fixed by the tariffs cxifing, or 
which hereafter may ex ill, in the above ports ; if they fliould, however, import a greater tjuan- 
tity, they fliall pay for the fuiplus the entire cullom-houfe duties without any diminution. 
As to the reft, Portuguefe fhips fhaii enjoy tills advantage only on condition of producing cer- 
tificates in due term, proving that the faid fait is truly theproduft of Portugal, that it has been 
exported dircdly in Portugucie veikis, and on account of Portugal or Ruiiian fabjc< 51 i. But 
if by raifing the duties it is found that the privileged quantity of fait imported into tlic two 
ports of Riga ’and Pvcvel fltall together exceed, in the couifc of the lame year, the 6,000 lafts 
agreed, upon (wliicfi will be againft the fpirit of this treaty) the two courts wiil adopt between 
them arrangements to prevent Inch ahufes thereafter, 

“ VII. In rcciprocjty of the above conccffions, her Moft Faithful Majefty grants to the 
fubjefls ofRuftiathc foUowini; advantages : 

** 1. Ruffian merchants, new or hereafter to be cflablilhcd in Portugal, fliall have the pri- 
vilege of confervatory judges on the fami footing as according to the Englifli nation ; but, if 
her Moft Faithful a jc ft v iho.ild think it proper to make a new regulation on this iuhjeft for 
all foreign negotiants eftahlifhed in her ftates, without exception, the fubjefts of Rufihi muft 
fubmit thereto. 

‘‘ 2. "I'licy lliall alfo have a right to addrefs ihemfelvcs to the junto of commerce on mer- 
cantile affiirs, where :i prompt and ftrifl jufticcwill be rendered, after the verification offafts, 
wltliout the other loinialities in ordiir.nv proceedings, according to the laws and ufages prac- 
tifed amongft merchants ; for wlvcli jnirpotehcr Moft l aiihtui Majefty will grant, when occa- 
flon^ j»rcfv.nt tl^cmfclves, the nccc fare jurifdiftion to the aliovc-mcntioned junto of c jnnncrcc, 
‘‘ 3. Portnp^ueU* <m Rutuan negotiants lhall only pay halt the duties of entrv (under wliat-. 
ever denominations they niiiv W) as they are fixed by the taiifts and oniinancts wlr.ch adualiy 
or fliall hereafter cxlft in Port.ug:d. on the produflions of Rulfia Iptcified licic.undtr, when 
imported in Portuguefe or Ruilinn veffek, and for account of Portuguefe or Rutlian iulgcft.s ; 
to wit : all forts of phants and tiuf.ftTS dufigned fertile conftiucUon of fliips, the mafts corn- 
prifed therein ; hemp ; the grain and oil of hemp and linfccd ; bars of iron of ud forts and 
dinicnfinns ; iron lioops nrc cornpiifed, alfo ani.hors, cannons, l>ul!ets', and bomlis : Inn t lie 
rcfpeflivc fubjefts will not cn'gn’ dimiiiurlon of impoft fave on proving (by cevtiiicatcs in due 
form fiom the Ikirtugucfc conful, or in defeft oi him, from the cuftom-houfc or niagiftrnte of 
the quarter whence tlic atiovc merchandize fiiall be fent) that they arc rcafty ihc prodndl or 
mnnufafture of Kuffia, ami exported on account of Portuguefe or Ruflian fubjefts, d'hofe 
advanmges will not be allowed toother foreign (hips which ftiall import into Portugal faid 
merchandize of Ruffia, but wiiut the gcncuil laiiffs picfcrlbc in this rclpcft will be adhe- 
red to. 
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17SS 4 , If lin ing this treaty her Moft Faithful Majcfly grants to the (I>ips of another nation 
any dirniniuion of the duties on exportatiot) of wines, the Kuilian ihips Ihull enjoy the fame 
benefit on wines e>iportcd to the ports of Rullia. 

“ VI j I. Beiidcs the reciprocal advantages ftipulated by the preceding articles/ the high con- 
tracing partiers have furtlicr thought proper, for the better encouragement of a direct naviga- 
tion and commerce between the Portuguefe and Rufiian nations, to giaiu to their rcfpeifiivc 
/uhjc£fs the following privileges -Her Moft Faitliful Mi*jelly agrees to a diminution of half 
the cuhom duties fixed by the exifting tariffs, or any whii:h may hereafter exift, on the mer- 
chandize of Ruflia rpecified under, when imported diredlly from RufTia into Portugal, to wit; 
fail cloths of linrn, named Ola uns, or Flacmifch, Ravcndoucs, and Calamandars ; on condi- 
tion of proving by certificates in due form, that the faid mcrchandifcs are truly the produft of 
Rufiia, imported diredlly in Portuguefe or Rufiian velTcls, jind for account of Portuguefe or 
Ruffian fubjecis* 

1 o reciprocate thofe advantages, licr Imperial Majefty of all the Ruffias grants a diminu- 
tion of half the duties which do or may hertfafter exiil in her ftates on the following merchan- 
difes of Portugal, when imported direftly from Portugalinto Ruffia, viz. oil of olives, Brazil 
indigo, the tobacco of Brazil in powder, rolls, or leaf, on condition of proving in like man- 
ner, by proper certificates, tliat thc^faid mcrchandifcs arc really the prod u£ls of Portugal, ex- 
ported in portuguefe or Rufiian veflels, and for account of Portuguefe and Ruffian fubjefls. 

IX. As there are other effefts and merebandifes, the produftipn and manufa£lurc of Por- 
tugal and her colonics, and of Ruffia and her domains and conquefb, which may augment the 
navigation and commerce of the two nations, and contribute to their mutual advantage, their 
Moll Faithful and Imperial Majeftiesi taking this objeft into their high confide ration, have 
ordered their rcfpcaivc Miniflers to examine and confult on all and every of the faid cfTcfts 
and mcrchandifcs ; and from all that fhall be adjufted and agreed on one part and the other, new 
articles will be made, which, when approved of and ratified by the two contrafting powers, 
fiiall become a part of this treaty, as if included and tranferibed therein word for word.’* 

Defensive Alliance between His Majcjly the King of Great Britain, and their 
High Mightinejfes the States General of the United Provinces. 

The mutual and fincerc friendfhip, which has fo Jong fubfifted between his Majelly the 
King of Great Britain, and the Lords die States General of the United Provinces, having been 
incrcafed and ftrengthened by the intcreft, which his Britannic Majefty has lately manifclted in 
the prefervation of the independence of the Republic, and of its legal conftitutiou, his faid 
Majefly, and the faid Lords the States General of the United Provinces, have refolvcd, in or- 
der to cement, in the moft folid and lafting manner, the good harmony, confidence and cor- 
refpondence between them, to form permanent engagements, by a treaty of defenfive alliance, 
for the good of both parties, and for the maintenance of the general tranquillity, as well as of 
their own in particular. To accomplilh fo falutary a purpofe, his Majefty the King of Great 
Britain has named and authori fed Sir James Harris, Privy Councillor, Knight of the Bath, 
Member of the Parliament of Great Britain, And his Majcfty*!s Ambaflador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to their High Mightinefles; and their High Mightineftes the States General of 
the United Provinces, have named and authorized their Deputies for Foreign Affairs; who, 
after communicating to each other their full powfcrs in due form, and having conferred to- 
gether, have agreed upon the following articles : 
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Art. 1. There 
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i;88 Art. I. There lhallbc a finccrc, firiu, and conllant friendlaip and union between his Bri- 
tannic Majefty, iiis heirs and fucceffors, and the Lords the State ? General of the United Pro- 
vincea, io that the hipji contrafting parties lhall direft their utmoft attention to maintain this 
mutual attention and correfpondc nee between them^ and thcii dominions and fubjeas ; and 
they engage to contribute, as far as lhall be in their power, inutuall)'’ to preferve and defend 
each other in peace and tranquillity. 

IL In cafe either of the high contracting parties Ihonld he liollilely attacked by any Euro- 
ropean power, in atiy part of the world whatlbevci, the eihci contraaing party engages to fuc- 
cour its ally, as well by fca as by l'Mid> in order to maintain and guaranty each other mutually 
uitlKrpofUlTion of all the dominion.^ territories, towns, places, franchilcs and liberties, which 
belonged to them refpcaively bcloreihc commcnceiiicnt of hoiliiiiics*. 

111. HiS Ihitannic ^vlrtjelly guaranties, in the moil c^baual manner, the Hcrcciitaiy Stad- 
liolciciatc, as well an llic office of Ilcicditary C.ovcrnor of each Province in the Serene Houfc 
of Orange, with ail the rights and prerogatives ihercro belonging, as forming an tficntial part 
of tlic conllituiion of the United Provinces, according to the lefolutions and diplomas of the 
years 1747 and 174S, by vinuc ot vviiich the prelcnt Suidlioidcr entered into the pofieffion of 
Ihofc offices in 17O6, atid was reiniUted therein in 17^8, engaging to maintain that form of 
government ngainit all attad-is and enterprifes, dirqtt or indirecl, of whatfoever nature they 
maybe. 

“ IV. d he fuccours mentioned in the fccond'articlc of this Treaty of Defenfive Alliance, 
fliall confift, on the part of his Britannic Mnjefty, of 8, coo infantry, 2,000 cavalry, 12 fhips 
of the line, and 8 frigates ; and, on the part of the Slates Genera!, of 5,000 infantry, 1,000 
cavalry, 8 Ihips of the line, and 8 frigates : which rcipeftivc fuccours lhail be furnifhed in the 
fpace of two months after requilition made by the paity attacked, and (hall remain at its dif- 
pofal during the whole continuance of the war in which it lliall be engaged, whilll thofc Aic- 
cours (whether Blips and frigates, or troops) lhall he paid and maintained by tJic power of 
whom they fkall be required, whcrc-evcr its ally ffiall employ them, 

V, In cafe the Ifipulatcd fuccours fliould not be fufticient for 'the defence of the powder 
requiring them, the power to whom requifition fiiall be made,f!iall fucceflively augment them, 
according to the \vants of its ally, whom it (hall affift, even with its whole force, if clrcum- 
ftanccs Ihould render it ncccffary ; but it is exprcfsly agreed, in all cafes, that the contingent 
of the Lords the States General fliall not exceed 10,000 infantry, 2,000 cavalry, i 5 fnips of 
the line, and 16 frigates. 

** VI. But as it may happen (confidering the diflancc of fcvcral of the pofTcffions of the two 
high conlraftiiig parlies) that the advantages which ought to refult to tiiem rcciprocaliy no:n 
the conclufion of the prefent treaty, may become, illufory, unlefs n)eaiuir5s can be taken for the 
putual defence of thofc pollcflions, before their refpeflive govt^rnors could receive orders from 
Europe for tlvat purpofe ; it is (lipulated and agreed, that in cafe cither of them fiiould be hoi- 
tilely attacked, or even menaced with an hoftilc attack, in its pofficffiions, whether in Africa or 
in Afia, by an European power, the governors of their fcttlcmcnts in thofc two parts of the 
world lhall be enjoined to concert together the fuccour to he furnifhed, and, in cafe of need, 
to furnilh Tuch fuccour, in the moft fpeedy and cfFcAual manner, to the party attacked ; and 
that orders to that effc£l lhall be expedited to the faid governors immediately after the conclu- 
fion of the prefent treaty: and in cafe the two Irigh contrafting parties lliould be obliged to 
VoE. IV. ' 4 fuinifli 
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1788 furnifh the aforcfaid fuccours, they fliall not permit the fliips of war, of what nature they may 
be, of the power attacking, to enter into any of their ports in the aforefaid fettlcments, until 
peace Ihall be reftored between the party attacking, and the ally of the contrafting party, 
unlefs the faid vefl'els be forced to take refuge there, to avoid periflting, or being fliip- 
wrecked. 

VII, Ifitfliould happen that the two high contrafting parties (hall be equally involved in 
a war againft a common enemy, they reciprocally promife each other not to difarm but by com- 
mon confent; and they fhall communicate to each other confidentially the propofals for a 
peace, or truce, which maybe made. 

VIIT. If the high contrafting parties prefer furnifhiiig their fuccours of troops in money, 
they fhall be at liberty on each fide fo to do ; and then fuch fuccours fliall be computed at 
100,000 florins, Dutch currency, per annum, for 1,000 itifan try, and at 120,000 florins, of 
the like value, for 1,000 cavalry, per annum, and in the fame proportion by the month. 

IX, The power requiring fhall be obliged, whether the fliips, frigates and troops with 
which it fliall have been funiifhcd, remain for a long or fhort time in its ports, to provide 
whatever they may want, at the fame price as if they belonged to fuch power itfelf. It has 
been agreed, that the faid troops or fhips fliall not, in any cafe, be at the expence of the party 
requiring, but that they fliall nevcrthelefs remain at its difpofal, during the whole continu- 
ance of the war in which it fliall be engaged. The fuccours above-mentioned fhall, with rc- 
fpeft to difcipliiie, be fubjeft to the orders of the chief officer who commands them ; and they 
Ihall not be employed feparatcly, or otherwife than in concert with the faid commanding of- 
ficer : with regard to the operations, they fliall be wholly fubjeft to the orders of the com- 
mander in chief of the power requiring. 

“ X. It is agreed, that until the two powers conclude a treaty of commerce with each 
other, the fubjefts of the Republic fliall be treated, in the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, as the mofl favoured nation ; and the fame fhall be obferved in the United Provinces to- 
wards the fubjefts of his Britannic Majefty. It is, however, to be underfiood, that this arti- 
cle is not to extend to a diminution of the import duties payable upon linens. 

XI. Whereas by the fourth article of the treaty of peace, figned in the month of June, 
1784, his Britannic Majefty engages to treat witli the Lords the States General for the reftitu- 
tion of Negapatnam, with its dependencies, in cafe the faid Lords the States General fhould in 
future have any equivalent to give ; and whereas their High Mightinefles have now renewed 
their requeftfor obtaining that reftitution, as well as for fettling and determining precifcly the 
fenfe of the fixili article of that treaty, concerning the navigation of Britifh fubjefts in the 
Eaflern feas ; his Britannic Majefty, in order to manifeft his good-wiJl towards the Republic, 
is difpofed to concur in thefe defires of their High Mightineffes, and even to fecurc to the Re- 
public additional and real commercial advantages in that part of the world, as foon as an equi- 
valent for thofc objefts can be agreed upon; in return for which, his Britannic Majehy will 
require nothing but what is favourable to the reciprocal intcrcfls and fecurity of the contrafting 
parties in the Indies : and, to prevent the negotiations for fuch arrangements from retarding 
the conclulion of the prefent treaty, it 1$ agreed that they fliall be begun as foon as poffibic, 
and be concluded in the fpacc of fix months from the date of the prefent treaty ; and that the 
convention to be made thereon fhall have the fame force as if it was inferted in the treaty 
itfelf. 


“ XI L The 
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1788 XII. The prcfciit treaty fliall be ratified oil each fide, and the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions fliall l)e made in the fpace of fix weeks, or fooncr, if it can be done, 

‘‘ Done at the Hague the 15th of April, 1788. 

** (L. S.) James Harris. (L. S.) J. W. Comte de Welderen. 

“ {\j. S.) W. F. H. AT AN Wassenaer. 

** (L. S.) L. P. van D£ Sl>IEGEL. 

(L. S.) Giuelaume oeCitters. 

{L. S.) W. N. Pe STIRS. 

“ (L. S.) Charles Bigot. 

(L, S.) M. 13 . C. VAN VoERST V. Bqrgee. 

TTlt following Treaty between the King of Great Britain and the King of PruJJia^ was fgned 
on the i^lb of Auguji in the prejent Tear, 

Article I. There fliall be a perpetual, firm and unalterable frlendlliip, defenfive alliance, 
and flrift and inviolable union, together with an intimate and pcrfc»fl; harmony and corref- 
pondcnce lictween the faiJ Moft Serene Kings of Great Britain and PrulTia, their heirs and 
fucceffors, and their refpeftive kingdoms, dominions, provinces, countries and fubjedts, which 
fliall be carefully maintained and cultivated, fo that th*c contraSing powers fliall conftantly em- 
ploy, as well their utmoft attention, as alfo thofe means which Providence has put in their 
power, for preferving at the fame time the public tranquility and fecurity, for maintaining 
their common intcrefts, and for their mutual defence and guaranty againft every hoftile at- 
tack ; the whole in conformity to the treaties already fubfifting between the high contrafting 
parties, which fliall remain in full force and vigour, and fliall be deemed to be renewed by the 
prefent treaty, as far as the fame {hall not be derogated from, with their own confent, by pof- 
tcrior treaties, or by the prefent treaty. 

II, In confequcncc of the engagement contrafted by the preceding article, the two high 
contraAing parties fliall always aA in concert for the maintenance of peace and tranquillity ; 
and in cafe either of them Ihould be threatened with an hoftile attack by any power whatever, 
the other fliall employ his moft efficacious good offices for preventing hoftiliiies, for procuring 
fatisfaAion to the injured party, and for cffcAing an accommodation in a conciliatory manner. 

III. But if thofe good offices fhould not have the defired cffeA, in the fpace of two 
months, and either of the high contraAing parties fliould be hoftilely attacked, molefted, or 
difturbed in any of his dominions, rights, pofleffions, or intcrefts, or in any manner what- 
ever, by fea or land, by any European power, the other contraAing party engages to fuccour 
his ally without delay, in order to maintain'cach other reciprocally in the pofieffion of all the 
dominions, territories, towns and places which belonged to them before the commencement 
of fuch boftilities. For which end, if his Pruffian Majefty fliould happen to be attacked, his 
Majefty the King of Great Britain fliall furniffi to his Majefty the King of Pruffia a fuccour of 
16, coo infantry, and 4,000 cavalry j and if his Britannic Majefty fhould happen to be attacked, 
his Majefty the King of Pruffia fliall likewife furnifli to him a fuccour of 16,000 infantry, and 
4,000 cavalry ; which refpeAive fuccours fhall be furnifhed in the fpace of two months after 
requifition made by the party attacked, and fliall remain at his difpofai during the whole con- 
tinuance of the war in which they fhall be engaged. Thefe fuccours fliall be paid and main- 
tained by the required power, wherever his ally fliall employ them, in his dominions, with 

4 R a fuch 
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178S fuch bread and forage as may be iieceffary, upon the footing to which his own troops are ae- 

cuflomtV. 

It is neverthelcfs agreed betwxcn the high conlrafting, that if hrs Britannic Majefty 
fhould be in the cc^fc of reccivingthe fuccour in troops from his Pruflian Majcfty, his Britan- 
nic Majcfty fhali not employ them out of Europe, nor even in the garrifoa of Gibraltar. 

If the injured and rcqiiiring party fhould prefer fuccoursin money to land farces, he fball 
have his choice; and in cafe of the two high contraftlng powers furnilhing to each other the 
flipulatcd fuccours in money, fuch fuccours fhali be computed at ioo,ooo florins, Dutch cur- 
rency, per annum, for 1,000 infantry, and at 120,000 florins, of the like value, for 1,000 ca- 
valry, per annum, or in the fame proportion by the month. 

“ IV, In cafe the ftipulated fuccours fhould not be fufficient for the defence of tlie requir- 
ing power, the required power fhall augment them, according to the exigency of the cafe, and. 
fhali aflifl the former with his whole force, if clrcumflanccs fhall render it ncccfTiry. 

V. The high contraftlng parties hereby renew, in the mofi exprefs terms, the provifion- 
al treaty or defenfive alliance which they concluded at Loo, on the 13th of June in the prefent 
year, and they again engage and promife to aft, at all times, in concert and with mutual con- 
fidence, for maintaining the fecurity, independence and government of the Republic of the 
United Provinces, conformably to the engagements which they have lately contrafted with 
the faid Republic; that his to fay, lAs Britannic Majefly, by a treaty concluded at the Hague, 
on the 15th of April, 1788, and his PrufTraii Majefly, by a treaty ligned ilic fame day at Berlin, 
which the faidjiiigh contraftlng parties have communicated to each other. 

And if it ftiall happen that, by virtue of the fiipulations of the faid treaties, the high con - 
trafting parties fhould be obliged to augment the fuccours to be given to the States General, 
above the numbers fpecified in the faid treaties, or to aflift them with their whole force, the 
faid high contraftlng parties will concert together upon all that may be iicccflary relative to 
fuch augmentation of fuccours to be agreed on, and to^ the employment of their refpeftive 
forces for the fecurity and defence of the faid Republic. 

In cafe either of the faid high coiitrafting parties fliould, at any lime hereafter, be at- 
tacked, molefted, or difturl>ccl in any of his dominions, rights, poliiflioas, or intcrefls, in any 
manner whatever, by fca or by land, by any other power, in confcquencc and in hatred of tlic 
articles or fiipulations contained in the faid treaties, or of the meafurcs to be taken by tlie faid 
contraftlng parties refpeftively, in virtue of thofe treaties, the other contraftlng party engages 
to fuccour and alTift him againfl fuch attack, in the fame manner, and by the laid fuccours as 
arc ftipulated in the third and fourth articles of the prefent treaty , and the faid contraftlng par- 
ties promife, in all fiinilar cafes, to maintain and guaranty each other in the poffcfiion of all 
the dominions, towns and places, which belonged to them refpeftively before the commence- 
ment of fuch hoftilittcs.*' 

The following financial ftatenaent made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, is at once fo 
coraprchcnlivc and perfpicuous, and exhibits fuch a complete, fair, and fatisfaftory view of the 
ftatc of our national refourccs and expenditure at this time, that to curtail it, or give it in any 
other manner, would be an aft of injaftice both to our readers and the abilities which produced it. 

Mr. Pitt faid, That in laying before the cominittGC an account of the ftatc of the reve- 
nues, and particularly of the receipt and expenditure for the year, he was more than ufually 
anxious to gain their attention, and to ftiew them how truly the calculations had been made, 
and in how fmall a compaft of time the influence pf the arrangement which was adopted had 

X operated 
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1788 operated to the cffential bcneht of the nation. The Aatemcnt could not fiiil to give univcrLl 
fatislaftion to every gentleman who heard him, — He would not detain the committee with any 
previous matter, but limply ftatc the particulars of the account on both fides, obfeiving, how- 
ever, in ihefirfl place, that a very confidcralde incrcafc had taken place in the expcnces of this 
year. beyond the edimate that had been made in the year 1786, and which had been thought ef- 
lential to our national profperity and honour. Thcfc were not likely to occur again, and, in 
the mean time, it was a matter of no fmall fatisfaftion, that notwithllanding thefe incrcafed 
demands and temporal v calls, fuch had bee rf the beneficial cfFedfs of ilie lare arriingcmcnt, and 
inch tlic piolpcrous condition of the country, that ample proviiion had been made for all, 
without recal l ing either to a loan or to new taxes, , 

He fnft ftated the fcvcral articles of 1 apply which had been voted for the fervlce of the pre- 
fcnt year, and w hicli confiiled of the following heads, viz : 


.V J F 2\ ' £. 

Eighteen thouhind fcamcn, — — 936,020 

Ordinary, — _ _ _ 702,000 

Extraordinary, — — — 6oo,oco 

Making a total of — — — 2,236,000 

J R Ar r. 


i* 


Guards and ganlfons, plantations and Gibraltar; half pay to the Britiflji 
and American forces, to the amount of 228,000!. and to Cliclfea penhoners, 
173,000!. 6cc, &c. making a total for the army of the prefent year of 
But from which fum 43,000!. is to be dedufted, on account of floppages from 
the troops abroad for provlfions fupplied them from hence. 

Ordnance, — — — — — 

Expcncc of maintaining convids, — — — 

Annual allowance to American loyaiifts, — — 

Kepayments on addrcilcs, 6cc. — — — 

Civil cAablifhmcnts in America, together with the cxpcnces of Soincrfet 
place, African forts, &c. — — — — 

Deficiency of grants in the year 1787, — — — 

Eftimated deficiency of land and malt, — ~ — 

Expence of the armament, — — — — 

&um voted to pay his Royal Higlmefs the Prince of Wales’s debt, 


2,022,023 


419.000 

34.000 

74.000 
a0,ooo 

gCrjOOO 

63.000 
30c. 000 
3 i 1 ,000 

181.000 


Amounting in the whole to 


5 ’ 779 ^ 3^^5 


That a further fum has been voted to pay off Exchequer bills, and for dcficienc'cs of fi vrral 
funds, to the 5tli of April, 1787, which latter will never occur again, in conk rpaei\cc of if.e 
Confolidation art ; but as both thefe fums, to the amount of 6,078,000!. arc taken on both 
fides of the account, he omitted them, for the lake of perfpicuity. 

In this account, it was to be obferved, that in the navy there was an increafe beyond what 
would be the ncceffary peace cftabliflrmcnt of 446,000!. In the army there was an incrcaic of 
233,0001. and in the ordnance there was an increaie of 6j,oooi. T iieie mcrealed dcrnnnds 
were occafioacd by the circumilauce of our putting the diftaat poireffions of the country into a 

fuie 
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1788 ilalc of more complete defence, by fending out 3,000 men more than came vvithln the contem- 
plation of the committee, when they, made the report of what would be the requifite peace ef- 
tablilhnicnt of the navy, and by tlie confciuicnt extraordinary fum for ftipplying that Ijody 
with prov’ilions. Thcfc were not then to he confiJered as the permanent ncceliary expences of 
the country : and to thefe were fcvcral fums to be added which could not occur again, or at 
lead could not make a p irt of our fettled yearly expence. Such was tlic fum for the relief of 
the loyalifls ; fuch the expence of the late armament, and fuch the vote for the payment of the 
debts of his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wliles. I'liefc fums added together, amounted to 
1,7.82,0001, which w^as truly extraordinary* and they were confequcntly to be deduced from 
tlie fettled regular peace cflabiilhmcnt of the country. It had been confidcred as wdfc to put 
every part of the Bririfli dominions into fuch a pollui e of defence, as to afeertain to the coun- 
try the blclTmgs of peace, and he had tlie happinefs to fay, tJiat though they had thus incurred 
an extraordinary cxpcncc of more than i,20C,oool. the receipts of the country had fully anfvver- 
edit, and that without abating from the plan which the Houfc, in its wifdom, had cllablilhed 
for the diminution of the national debt. That the lame extraordinary demands would con- 
tinue in future was not to be apprehended, though, undoubrcdly, it would be fomc time be- 
fore they could come to the real ertablilhmeut W'hich, in time of peace, had been thought fuf- 
ficicrit for the country in tlie report that was made in 1786 ; but it was a happy circumltaace, 
that the condition and profpeft of the country warranted him in faying, that they fhou 1 be 
ablc.to provide for the extra cxpencc in the years to come, as they had in this, withou going 
into any new operation of finance. 

He then flated, that in order to defray thefe cxpenccs, Parliament had already voted. 

Land and malt, — — — — - . 2,750,000 

That he fliouid propofe to the committee to vote a farther fum, to be taken as 
the growing produce of the confolidated fund, between this and the 5th of 
April, 1788, — — — — — 1,845,000 

impteft monies, to be paid in the courfe of the year, — 200,000 

Army favings of the year 1786, — _ — 200,000 

And a farther fum to be repaid by the India Company, on account of troops 
and viftualling the fleet in the Eaft Indies, — — 500,000 

Premium on the lottery, — — — 258,000 

Stoppages from the troops for provifions, — — 43,000 

Total, 5,796,000 

•Exchequer bills, and the fum voted for deficiencies, as ftated in the fupply, 6,078,000 
Having gone through the whole of the account, and fpecified the feveral fums, he flated that 
there was a clear furplus this year of 271OO0I. over all the expcnces, without taxes, without 
loan, and without interrupting, for a moment, the application of the million to the difeharge of 
debt. The furplus had been applied; the armament had been provided for ; the debts of his 
Royal Highnefs had been paid ; the extraordinary expcnce of i,200,oool. had been fuflaincd, 
and there was a clear furplus of 27,000!. The extraordinary expence would, he feared, endure 
for two years more. It would take fo long before they could be certain of coming to the per- 
xaancat peace cftablifhmcnt. Perhaps he might ftate the farther extraordinary expence that the 

nation 
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1788 nation was likely to incur for excefs of navy, cxcefs of array, excefs of ordnance, and Indeed 
for every other article, except one, of a material nature, at a million, or a million and a half ; 
and for this he thought there were ample rcfourccs in the revenue, as there had been proved to. 
be for the large excefs of the prefent year. 

The other article of extraordinary expence which he meant, was the fatisfaftioii to be made 
' to the American loyalifts. The coramiffioners had now nearly wound up the wliolc of the 
claims, and it appeared that there was property loft, which the coramiftioners had afeertained 
and agreed to liquidate at i,86o,oool. THicrc might yet remain 200,oool. or 300,000!. to be 
afeertained. This was to be confidcred as lofs of property. There were alfo claims of lofs of 
office, which the Houfe wrauld take into their confideration, and aft upon as tlieir generofity 
might incline them : but ftating the whole at 2,000, oool or 2,ioo,oool. the Houfe would fee 
that 500, oool, had been paid them, and there was ftill 1,500,000! or i,6oo,oooL to be paid. He 
was authorifed to fay, that they would be well pleafed to have this fum paid them by inftalU 
ments, and that the payment lliould commence next year. He confeffed he approved of this 
arrangement, as the prefent year was fo loaded with excefles ; and avoiding to adopt this mode 
of payment, he meant to propofc that the profits of a lottery, to be cftablifticd annually, until 
their claims were fully liquidated, fliould be applied to their relief. A lottery of feven or eight 
years would fully anfwer this exigency, provided that the bargain Ihould every year be render- 
ed as profitable as it had for the laft year, and for the prefent. He had made the bargain, on 
a competition among different bidders, and the profit would be as he had ftated it, about 
260,000!. a year. Gentlemen might be aftonifhed at this circumftance, but fuch w as the rage 
and raadnefs for this fpccies of gambling, and fuch was the bargain that he had made. 

The probable ftatc of our revenue, and the certain amount of our cxpencc, were matters 
wlilch came next in order, as, undoubtedly, it would be requifite to prove that wc ought to 
have confidence in our fituation. That wc ftiould invariably proceed in applying the million 
to tlie diminution of the national debt, was a propofition which he would not detain the Houfe 
fora moment in clifcufling, as it had already fo forcibly demonftratccl its utility. The million 
was, therefore, added to the permanent cftablifhment of the country, and as the Houfe had^ 
in its wifdom, cftablifticd a larger fyftcm of dctcnce than was in contemplation two years ago, 
he would ftate the permanent peace eftabiifliment of the country, inflead of 15,478,000!. as 
calculated by the committee, 15,624,000!. He explained tiie rife to proceed from the incrcaf- 
ed plantation cllimatc, which would cott 100, oool. more than it was taken at, and the Hcffian 
fubfidy, which was 36,000!. There was to be dedufted from this fum a faying intereft of 
about 16,000!. a year, w!\ich made the excefs about 120, oool. only, but he took it at 124. oool. 
calculating the anticipated cftabiiftimcnt at 15,500,000!. The produce of the laft year’s reve- 
nue, up to the period ending llic fifth of April, including the laud and malt, was i 5,792,000]. 
which was 314,0001. more than the committee faid would be neceffary for an cftabiiftimcnt, 
and it was 166, oool. more than was xicceflary, even by the incrcafed eftablifliment, which the 
Houfe had thought it wife to adopt, and which perhaps political circumitances had rendered 
requifite. ^ 

Arguing, therefore, from the experience of laft year, we had the faiieft ground fo'r confi- 
dence, tl;at wx* lliould not only enjoy ample funds lor the liquidation of every expcnce, hut 
alfo for carrying on the great purpofe of the late arrangement, the extinction of the capital of 
our debt : but perha'^js \t might be argued, tliat it vva; not a fair mode of ftating our fituation, 
nor a rational ground of confivl<-nce, to argue from the evidence of one year only. He begged 

leave 



AN II I T O ri I C A L AND C 11 R 0 N O L O <; I C A t D E D U C T I 0 K 


6 SS 


fK. U, 

1788 leave to remind the Committee, that thclaft year had many unfriendly circumftanccs in It, par- 
ticularly the interruption which our commerce naturally received in the late alarm of war; 
but, even looking back to the average of the lad three years, they found tlie calculation flrong-* 
Jy confirmed, though certainly the furplus was not fo favourable : yet we had other very effen- 
tial grounds of confidence ; various branches of revenue were improving, and many more Were 
fufccptiblc of improvement. The farming of the pod horfc duty brought an accelfion of 
30,0001. to the funds* He mud yet, before the dole of the feffion, propofe an incrcafc of 
duty on the dills ufed in the didiilery of Sccttland, which would ncccllarily add fomeiiiing to 
the revenue; and an increafe on the duty on houfes for felling fpirituous liquors, would alfo 
give fomething more, TJicrc were other objeSs whicli, perhaps, it was now too late to touch 
on, but which certainly merited the regard of that Iloiifc. One in particular was a very pro- 
duftive fource — he meant tobacco* Some regulations to prevent the abufes praflifed to avoid 
tlie duty on tobacco, were eflentially ncccffary. He had it in his view to propoio fomething 
on this fubjefl, but he was not yet fully adequate to the attempt. It required very great care, 
and very nice difcnflion ; but which, though he was obliged to pafs it for the prefent, he would 
not overlook nor forget. There were other objefts which ought to give them firm and flcady 
confidence. 

The progreflive nature of a countr^j in peace, and particitlariy of fuch a country as England, 
was a material objeft, and this was not left for mere fpcculation. Bat, by the fortunate ex- 
perience of four years we were able to form fomc edimate. We had been at peace five ycar^. 
The receipt of the permanent taxes in the year 1787 had been 15,792,000!, including the land 
and malt, or 13,000,000!. cxclufivc. The receipt of the taxes in the year 1783, exclufivc o| 
the land and malt, had been 10,184,000!. Thus there was an incrcafed revenue of 3,000,000!, 
of which not more than one million and a half accrued from new taxes ; tlie red proceeded 
from the aftual, clear, and afeertained improvement of the country in all its branches, and 
which demondrated the increafed opulence of the empire. Every department prcfenicd the 
fame progreflive improvement. In the trade, the navigation, and the fifherics, the progreflive 
improvement bore an exaft proportion to the incrcafed revenue : fo that our exports and im- 
ports, wnth the great lofs of the American Colonies, upon whicli fomc perfons had fo 
much depended — with the immenfe lofs for ever of the money that was lavilhecl on the war— 
with the lofs of the people— our exports and imports were now as great as in the mod flourilli- 
ing year before the lad war. 

In the year 1772, £> 


Our imports were upwards of — , 

Our exports upwards of — — — 

In 1773, 

The imports were, i,, — ““ ““ 

The exports, ~ — * — — 

Thefc were the greateft years before tlw war. 
In 1786, 


The imports were ■— 

The exports — — , — 

In 1787, 

The imports were not afeertained, 

But the exports were — — 


14,500,000 

16.000. 000 

12.000. 000 

16,000,000 


15.786.000 

16.300.000 


16,600,000 

Perhaps 
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ijtiS Peilwps it might be faid, that in thefc comparative flatements the balance was againfl us in 
the latter ycais ; but the incrcafe of the imports atofcfro.n the home confumption of luxuries ; 
it proceeded from the beneficial import of raw materials ufed in our manufaftures ; and it might 
beconhdered as a very pleajjng circumftaiicc atlciiding the increafed imports, that they chietly 
came Iroin a part of our own empire— -they came from Ireland. 

In like manner our navigation has incrcafcd. Our valuable filhery in particular had im- 
proved with much rapidity. 1 he Newfoundland fifltery, that great nurfery of our feamen, was 
in a moft flourilhing condition. 

In 1773 and 1774 it produced 5i6,oooquintals, and in 1786, the produce was 732,000. 

1773 > tonnage in the Greenland filhery was 27,000, and in 1786 it was 53,000. 

In 1773, number of flrips was 96,— in 1736 the number was incrcafed to 153,— and in 
1787, with the reduced bounty, the numlaer war. 284. 

The number of men employed in this lifhciy in 1786, was 6,600. He bad not heard the 

prccifc number in 1787, but from the incrcafe of tonnage, it could not be Icfs than io,ooo. 

The Southern Whale fifliery, a new and very valuable branch ofrradc, which we only took 
up at the beginning of tire laft war, had alfo equally profpered, and added to the revenues by 
augmenting the opulence of the country. 

In this filhery, in 1785, there were employed i8»fliips, producing 29,000!. 

In 1787 there were employed 38 Hups, producing 107,000!. 

He mentioned thefe circilraftanccs, to prove that our improved condition came from no 
forced revenues, but was the fair and a£Iual rcfult of incrcafcd commerce. We had thus af- 
certained a furplus, after having appropriated a million to tile payment of our debt. We had 
given great additional ftrength to our foreign poflelfions, and, in doing this, we had not over- 
looked that which was the favourite fcrvicc at home. Nolefsthan 7,000,000!. had, in the 
■courfc of four years, been expended in the improvement of the navy ; and he took upon him 
to fay, that it had been applied with as much fidelity as it had been voted with judgment. — 
There were, he would pledge himfeJf to prove, 30 Ihips of the line, and 35 frigates, built or 
repaired, more than there Were in the firft four years after the peace of 1763. In addition to 
this, we had abfolutcly and for ever extinguilhed two millions and a half of our debt. 

Our rival, France, who had interfered in the difpalc with our late colonies,— who had pro- 
jefted to herfclf fucb immcnle advantages, and who certainly had advantages in it, he was now 
able to prove, had gained Icfs byvthc war than file expefted, and that we had fuffered Itfs ilian 
had been anticipated. He, had, within a few, hours, feen the acknowledged Hate of the French 
finances, as drawn forth and exhibited by the French Government. By this account, the 
avowed annual deficiency of revenue tft aiilwcr their necelTary expenccs, after all the rcirench- 
nicnts they had made, was upwa^s of 2,300,000!. ftcrling. Their receipt was acknou lodged 
to be fomewhat above 400,000,000 of livres, or about 20,000,000!. ftcrling. 7 ’hcir cxpcncc 
wasconfcflcdto be 527,255,000 of livres, or 22,900,000!. In the fame ftatement, there was a 
plandcvifcd for an annual loan of five or fix years ro come, which, with a variety of projeaed 
retrenchments, was held out as fulficient to wind up the eft'eas of their derangement. He 
mentioned this, (imply to Ihcw the comparative condition of the two countries ^ and furcly it 
afforded forac matter ©f pride to England, that its rivSl, who had thus interfered without 
provocation, bad been fo thoroughly difappointed in tltc views which Ihe had in the con- 

fiia.” 
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AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 


It appears, from tbc beft authority, that the following is a correft ftatement of the number 
of llaves in the feveral Weft India llknds now ih the, poffeflion of Cireat Britain. 

Number , 

— — — ' 174,000' 

— ~ — 80,000 

— — 36,000, 

— ~ — 40,000 

- . — — ■ 27,000 

— . — ~ 15,000 

— — — . — 15,000 

- — — — ' ' 14,000 

— , A — - — 10,000 

r — — — — 9,000 


In Jamaica, — 

— Barbadocs, — • 

Antigua, — 

— Grenada and the Grenadines, 

— St. Chriftophers, •— 

— St. Vincents, — - 

—■ Dominica, — - . 

— Anguilla, Tortola, &c. 

— Nevis, — . — . 

— Montferrat, ■— 


Toul, 


410,000 


The negroes in the French Weft India lilands were, in the year 1777, computed at 386,500. 
The Abbe Raynal ftates the whole number of African ftaves in America and the Weft India 
Iflands at 1,400,000. The conftant annual importation, and„of courfe the annual confump- 
tion of negroes in the Weft India Iflands, is fuppofed to have been, of late years, on an average, 
60,000. The Slave Trade firft began about the year 1503, and the Englifh took ?t up about 
1556. The Abbe Raynal’ftatcs the total importation from Africa at about 9,000,^ of 
flaves. . ' ■ ^ 

The following ftatement of population intlie principal cities of Europe, taken at the dif- 
tance of a century, has been coHc£Fcd from the moil a^lproycd and accurate accounts that have 
been publiflied on the fubjeft. 

Number ^ Smls itt 

' • *696,000 — 


In London', 

— Paris, 
Marfeiilcs 

•— Lyons, 

, Naples, 

— Rome, 

— Amfterdam, 

— Venice, 

— ^tourdcaux^ 

— Dublin, 

— Rouen, 

■— Briftol, 

Cork, 
Liverpool, 


488.000 

200.000 
^0,000 
200,006 

200.000 

187.000 

134.000 
•tbo,ooo 

69.000 

66.000 

48.000 

40.000 

20.000 


In 1788. 
1,100,000 

800.000 

1 80.000 

150.000 

354.000 
157,400 

185.000 

100.000 
20(^000 

170.000 

100.000 

50.000 

90.000 

60.000 


By this ftatement it appears, that the cities of London, Paris, Naples, Bourdcaux, DubHn, 
Rouen, Briftol, Cork, and the towti of Livc^pl liav e^ ^cafeds and that Marfcilles, Lyons, 
Rome, Amfterdam and Venice, have decayed in the« j^bpulation ; fwm which circumfta'i*^®* 

_ Naples 
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1788 Naples from the fifth is become the tliird ; Boardeaux from the ninth is become the fourth , 
and Dublin from the tenth to the feventh in rank, as to the number of inhabitants. 


An Authentic Account of the Duties collcftcd on Coals brought Coaftways into each Port 
in England, in this Year. 


' ^ 



S* 

d. 




f. 

d. 

Aberyftwitli, 

— 

362 

3 

4i* 

0 

0 

0 

— 

243 

lO 

6 

Aldborough, 

— 

902 

>5 


Lyme, 

_ 

1,215 

0 

i| 

Arundd, 



4 

7s: 

Leigh, 

— 

i.4tS 

14 

0, 

Barnltapk, 


I >243 

3 

6 

Lynn, 

— ' 

22,185 

8 

lO 

Beaumaris, 

T- 

a.637 

6 

II 

Malden, 

— • 

. 4,891 

6 

3 

Berwick, 

— 

43 

9 

0" 

Milford, 

“ 

594 

>5 

3^ 

Biddcfoid, 

— 

786 

3 

7i 

Minchead, 

— 

975 

>5 

7i 

Bolton, 


8,031 

7 

6 

Newhaven, 


1,421 

16 


Bridgewater, 


2.385 

0 

2i 

Padllow, 

— 

606 

>5 


Bridlington, 

— 

1,047 

7 


Pervryn, 

— 

437 

>3 

4i 

Brlftol, 

— 

452 

>5 

I 

i^enzance,^ 

— 

863 

18 

1 

Cardiff, 

— 

94 

4 


Plymouth, 


S.947 

>5 

10:^ 

Cardigan, 

— 

105 

>7 

loJ- . 

Pook, 

~ 

3>^77 

4 

4i 

Chcpftow, 

' 

9 

1 

II 

Portfmouth, 

. 

6,880 

S 

8 

Chcfter, 


20 

I 

iiir 

Poulton, 

— 

3> 

18 

41 

Cbichcl^er, 


1,985 

>5 

I 

Rocheftcr, 

— 

9.470 

4 

It 

Cley, 


2,5187 14 

9» 


, 

2,029 

i 

iii 

Colchefter, 

, 

3.785 11 

3 

St. Ives, 

— • 

• 2,504 

3 


Cowes, 

— 

>.537 

7 

11 

Sandwich 7 


3.263 

>9 

7r 

Dartmouth, 

- 

' 2,628 

11 

H- 

Scat borough,. 


2,177 

>5 

5 

Deal, 

— 

961 

10 

9 

Shoreham, 


2,051 

0 

8 

Dover, 


2.615 

3 

3l 

Southampton, 

— 

7,265 

17 

Hi- 

Exeter, 


6,172 

14 

10 

Southwould, 


1,079 

18 

6 

Falmouth, 

. «— 

69s 

18 

8t 

Stockton, 


117 

18 

li 

Faverfiiam, 

_ 

47560 

4 

9’ 

Swanfea, 


37 

>3 

Hi: 

Fowcy, 


1,340 

3 

9l 

T ruro, 

•— 

5.743 

10 

6|. 

filouceficr. 


212 

3 

3 

Wells, 


2,405 

4 

4t 

Gweck, 


184 

6 

9i 

Weymouth, 

— 

*.553 

>7 

Jk 

4i- 

Harwich, - 

— » 

4,594 

1 

7- 

Whitby, 


6>523 

0 

0;- 

Hull, 


385 

7 

05 

Whiteliavcn, 


94 

18 

lOj- 

Ilfracombe, 


300 

>4 

6J- 

Wiil)cach, 


5.978 

4 

6 

Ipfw^il^t 

'■p. 

6,211 

8 

6 

, Woodbridge, 


1,961 

>3 

3 

Lancaller, 


*.3^9 

19 

10 

Yarmouth, 


16,396 

7 

3i 


Total, * 82,745 IS ol 


In order to come at t# quantity of coals, each fum muft be divUcd by 55 . 6 (k which is the 
duty per chaldron in the Out Ports. 


4 S 2 


An 



692 AN IIISTORICAI. AMD C H R 0 N O L O G X C A Zr' D E D V C T 1 O M 

A. n. *' 

1788 An Account of the Quantity of Coals imported into the Port of London in the following 
Years. 

lears^ Chaldrons, Vats. Bujhels, 

In 1786, — ’ — — — 759-972 3 o 

— 1787, — — — ~ , 750.662 3 o 

— 1788, — — — — 764.272 3 3 ' 

♦ 

An Account of the Quantity of Coals exported from Great Britain in the followuig Years. 

' Newca/lle Mcafurt. Winton Mtejure. 


« 

Tears, 

Chaldrmu 

Bujhels, 


Chaldrons, 

Bujhels, 


In 1786, 

— — 102,367 

6 


2 1 2,136 

15 


— J 7 ® 7 »* 

— - 104,615 

44 


175-075 

H 


The quantity of coals exported in 1788, was not made up when this account was taken. 

The Number of Veflels which entered the Port of Bourdeaux in the ebutfe of this year, is 
as follows : 

From the Weft I^ies, Africa and Newfoundland^ , — 284 


Coafters, 


■ ^ ^ 

4,040 

Strangers, 

In all 

The following Ships arrived at Inlbon during this Year. 

336 

4,660 

Ppituguefe 

483 

Venetian, — * 

11 

Englifti, 

351 

Ragulians, ' — 

6 

French, 

174 

Hamburghers, — > 

5 

Hollanders, 

89 

Imperial, — 

3 

Denmark, 

87 

Brcmcncrs, — — 

3 

Swedes, 

34 

Pruilian, — 

I 

Spanilh, 

3 * 

, Eullian, ' — — 

1 

Amciican, 

59 

pantzicken, ->• , 

1 


In all ij 109 


Notwidifranding we have given, from Time to Time, a particular Detail of the annual Im- 
ports and Exports of Great Britain, we (hall clofc that important Source of Information by- 
tlic following authentic Tails, made up from the Cuftom-Houfe Accounts, -a-hlch give#”, 
at one View, the Totals of the Britifrt Ihiports and Exports from commencement of the 
prefent -Century to rite Year 1788, \ . k! 



Imports. 


- • Export^. 

■ 

Excejs, 

Tearu 

£. s. 

d 

X-; 1.' 


£. s. d. 

1 700 

S-970.175 1 

10 

7,302,716 8 

V 

1.332.54* 6 8 

17OX 

5,869,606 9 

10 

7,621,053 6 

5 

1,751,446 16 7 

tjoz 

4-159-304 16 

0 

5,235,874 0 

5 

1,076,569 4 5 

1703 

4.526,596 11 

X 

6,644,103 6 

0 

2,117,506 14 11 


1704 
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1788 

' Imports. 


r 

Exports, 


Exccfs, 


Years, 



£■ j. 



<L 

17O4 

S>383.20o 16 

5 

6,552,019 18 

2 

1,168,819 I 

8 

1 70s 

4,031,649 14 

10 

5,501,677 11 

2 

1,470,027 16 

4 

1706 

4.113-633 3 

3 

6,512,086- 17 

1 

2-398.153 *3 

9 

1707 

4-274.055 *0 

4 

6,767,178 8 

6 

2,493,122 18 

2 

0 

00 

4,698,663 11 

8 

. 6,969,089 19 

I 

2,270,426 7 

5 

1709 

4.5*0,593 ii 

8 

6,627,045 17 

6 

2,116,452 5 

9 

1710 

4,011,341 7 

4 

6,690,828 15 

2 

2,679,487 7 

10 

1711 

4 .<» 85,785 17 

7 

6,447,170 1 5 

3 

1,761,384 18 

7 

171a 

4,454,682 n 

6 

7,468,857 5 

I 

3,014,174 13 

6 

* 7*3 

5,811,077 16 

6, 

• 7.352.655 12 

2 

1,541,577 15 

8 , 

* 7*4 

5,929,227 0 

8 

8,361,638 3 

3 

2,432,411 2 

6 

17 >S 

5,(340,943 16 

5 

7.377.409 0 

8 

*.738.465 4 

3 

1716 

5,800,258 7 

8 

7,614,085 6 

n 

1,813,826 19 

3 

* 7*7 

6,346,768 1 

6 

9,147,700 2 

4 

2,800,932 0 

10 

1718 

6.669,390 I 

1 

8.255.302 *4 

S 

1,585,912 13 

4 

* 7*9 

5,367,499 8 

3 

7,709, '528 I 

7 

2,342,028 ij 

4 

1720 

6,090,083 15 

1 

7,936,728 i6 

6 

1 ,846,645 I 

5 

1721 

5,768,510 i6 

7 

8,681,200 17 

4 

2,912,690 0 

9 

1722 

6.378.098 19 

1 

9,650,789 17 

10 

3,272,690 18 

9 

*723 

6,505,676 6 

8 

9,489,811 i6 

7 

2,984,135 9 

II 

1724 

7.394.405 2 

5 

9**43.356 *2 

7 

1.748,951 10 

2 

*725 

7,094,708 8 

6 

11,352,480 11 

4 

4.257,772 2 

ib 

1726 

6,677,865 13 

4 . 

9,406,731 10 

10 

2,728,865 17 

6 

1727 

6,798,908 4 

2 

9.553.043 *8 

3 

2 . 754 . *35 14 

1 

1728 

7,569,299 I 

9 

I *.631,383, , 1 

II 

4,062,084 0 

2 

1729 

7,540,620 10 

5 

J*. 4 ^Si 77 * *6 

8 

3 . 935 . *5* 6 

3 

1730 

7,780,019 9 

2 

**. 974 /* 35 14 

11 

, 4,194,116 5 

9 

* 73 * 

6,991,500 3 

1 1 

11,167,380 10 

0 

4,175,880 6 

7 

1732 

7,087,914 5 

0 

11,786,658 13 

0 

4,698,744 8 

0 

1733 

8,016,814 2 

2 

**.777.306 6 

7 

3,760,492 4 

S 

1734 

7,095,861 8 

4 

11,000,645 2 

2 

3,904,783 13 

10 

*735 

8,160,184 0 

1 1 

13,544,144 7 

0 

5,383,960 6 

i 

1736 

7,307,966 12 

10 

11,616,356 10 

2 

4.308,389 17 

4 

*737 

7.073.638 3 

6 

11,842,320 17 

0 

4,768,682 13 

6 

*738 

7.438.960 4 

7 

12,289,495 7 

f 

4.^50-535 2 

6 

*739 

7,829,373 8 

1 1 

9.495.366 14 

3 

_,i,665,993 5 

4 

1740 

6,703.778 10 

6 

8,869,939 15 

5 

2,166,161 4 

11 

174* 

7,936,084 i8 

7 

11,469,872 8 

2 

3-533.787 9 

7 

1744 

6,866,864 *3 

0 

11,584,427 2 

4 

4,717,562 9 

4 

*743 , 

7.802,353 6 

6 

14,623,653 9 

6 

6 , 82 i, 5 bo 3 

0 

*744 

6,562,971 6 

6 

11,429,628 10 

3 

5,066,657 3 

9 * 

*745 

7,847,123 3 

3 

10,497,329 17 

0 

2,650,206 13 

9 

* 74 <> 

6,205,687 15 

8 

**; 36 o, 792 ' *6 

2 

5.155,105 0 

6 

*747 
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»747 

7»i*6,757 5 

6 

11,442,049 I 

6 

4,325,291 16 

0 

1748 

8,136,408 19 

6 

12,351,433 12 

11 

4,215,024 13 

5 

1749 

7,917,804 10 

4'^ 

14,099,366 II 

0 

6,181,562 0 

S 

’ 1750 

7.772,039 12 

S 

15,132,004 3 

I 

7.359.964 10 

8 

* 75 * 

7 * 943 > 43 ^ 4 

s 

13,967,811 8 

7 

6.024,375 4 

2 

1752 

7,889,369 9 

3 

13.221,116 3 

11 

5 > 33»’746 14 

8 

. ■ mi 

8,625,029 4 

3 

14,264.614 3 

II 

5,639,584. 19 

9 

*754 

8,093,472 15 

0 

13 ’ 396, 853 9 

7 

5.303*383 14 

7 

*755 

8,772,865 2 

10 

12,182,255 17 

6 

3,409,390 14 

8 

*756 

7,961,603 8 10 

; 12,517,640 8‘ 

‘ 3 

4.556,036 19, 

5 

1757 

9 . 2 S 3 > 3*7 14 

9 

13,438,285 I 

0 

.4,184,967 6 

3 

*758 

8,415,025 4 

10 

15.034.994 10 

7 

6,619,969 5 

9 

J 7 S 9 

8,922,976 I 

4 

14,696,892 7 

1 

5.773.916 5 

9 

1760 

9,832,80a 1 1 

t 

15.579.073 0 

' 5" 

5,746,270 9 

4 

1761 

9,543,961 14 

4 

16,365*955 0 

7 

6,822,051 6 

.y 

* 1762 

8,870,23414 

■''3 

14,134,091; 3 

6 

5,263,858 9 

3 

17O3 

1 1,665,036 0 

,9. 

16,160,181 16' 

3 

4,495.14s 15 

6 

1764 

*0,364,307 12 

3 

i6,sr2;403 16 

3 

6,148,096 4 

0 

1765 

10,889,742 13 

16 

'i 4 >S 5».507 ? 

8 

3,660,764 7 

10 


1766 h> 47S'77S 5 ^ I4*O24»04 2 8 2,549,188 17 o 


1767 

12,073,956 0 11 

3.844.5 1 ■.! 

*5.117^982 16 

8 

1,770.555 

0 

9 

1768 

11,878,661 2 7 

1 

3**39.321 

13 , 

.6 

1769 

11,908,560 16 5 

i3»438<a36 6 

11 

1*529.675 

10 

6 

1770 

12,216,937 14 3 

, 14,266.65317 

5 

2,049,716 

3 

2 

*771 

12,821,995 16 9 

I7,i6iii46 14 

2 

• 4.339*150 

17 

5 

1772 

14,508,715 16 9 

^ , 18.732-379 5 
16,654,052' s 

8 

4.233*663 

8 

11 

1773 ' 

12,522,643 7 0 , 

8 

4,131,408 iS 

8 

1774 

14,548,902 i6 1 

17,607,447 4 

0 

3,058,544 

7 

1 1 

1775 

i4,»!j6,955 17 a 

*6,946,523 i8 

4 

2,129,56,8 

1 

2 

1776 

12,449,189 17 1 1 

15^685,107 16 

7 

3,235,918 18 

8 

1777 

12,643,834 7 8 

14,152,243 6 

7 '' , 

.' 1,508,408 18 

5 

,1778 

10.975* 533.1 0, 

12,375,712 12 

■It' ■ 

1,400,179 

it 

11 

1779 

11.435.263 13 5 

13.5^7.771 4 

2 ' 

2,162,507 

IQ 

9 

1780 

Ml 1,714, 967, 7 1,1 

13,689.073 12 

6 

1.974.105 

4 

7 

1781 

ia,723t*^ii *6 1 

1 1,470,388 14 

8':;' 

1.253.23s 

1' 

5^ 

1782 

'■ .j^;:^f<^34i'i628„ 15 '■ ■6;" 

13,224,63710 

U * 

2*883 008 15, 

: 5 

1783 

;'*';'i3,i22,2;35.' 7 '6 

15.450,778 ia 

9 

*.328, 543 

5 

3 

1784 

•15,272,802 0 3 

14,961,074 1! 

‘9 

311,727 

8 

6* 

178s 

16,279,490 * 6 

*6,770,239 7 

9 

490,749 

6 

3 

1716. 

15,786,072 ‘7 5 

16,360,730 12 

5 

/ 514.658 


6 

1787 

17,804,024 16 I 

18,296,166 12 

II 

492.141 

'■16., 

10 


B. In tbofe years marked with afieri&s, the excefs is to be underftood Of the imports; 
m all others, of the exports. 

We 
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A. 1). 

ijr 83 The iinniber of vclTcIs which have been employed in the Whale Fiflicry to D:ivic;’s Strci;:>hts 
and the Greenland Seas, in the prefent year, were 22±f niealuring altogether 65,7.67 tons ; 
tljcir carcocs condtlcd of 5,989 ions of clean oil; 7,654 tons, i ewt, 4 whale fins; and 
fcal ikius. ^ 

An account of the quantity of Britifii Corn exported, and of Foreign Corn imported and 
^exported for tlic year lySx, as taken from ihcCullom-houfc books. 

Briujli^ ixported. Imporird, Fojaptf exported^ 

Byjhl Bujb. i>kv//A 

Earley, ~ 62,187 4 10,685 2 171 3 

Beans, — 8,933 6 ' 9,189 7 997 4 

Oats, — 11,44a 7 ’^331*053 3 , , 907 t 

Oatmeal, ' — 619 3 2,ofe6 3 - 

Peas. — 4 ’ 5 ^o * 1.091. 7 63 o ♦ 

Rye, — 30,929-1 — 

Wheat, — 49.7^ 1 116,936 4 8,241 4 

' Cwt, ijrs, lbs. ■ Civt. qrs. Hi. 
Wheat Flour, — • 24,208 i . 25, aa; 2 18 1,471 i 17 

llilalt, — .146,2.80 o ' — ' 

The following arc the variations of the public funds daring this year, With the higheft and 
loweft prices atranged oppofite to .each month. 


lT/f'-j 34 >«-| 4 ,.r.- AW 
« , \ufttr ; e!ni> 

I rniite ’ er,np)l 1 1 7 7 7 


,„8 


January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July. 

Augufl, 

Septemb. 

Oftober, 

Novemb. 


J 160 761-1 77-;,- 19>’ 

I 158^ 7S? 7Si 951- 
f i6ij 76-5. 7.54 yb|. 75I 
I 160^; 76-5 7 sJj 96 i'. 74 l 
f 1584 7H 7.Si '/>T 75» 
I 1?^^ 75-5 :7Si 96i- 74i 
f 17*14 7bli75l 95^ 74i 
1*7* 753i755' 94i 74r 
r 17*'5: 75y 75^' 94l 74i- 
I I72t 74-J- 174-5 941- 74l 
I 172I 74s 75*5 94I 748 
l«7‘i74 f4-l- 93I 74 
1171475 75 T 95 i 73 v 
1 *73 744 734 97t 73f 
1 *7H 7^ 75-f 964! 74i 


Dccemb. 


j 1704. 70 f 75-j 9 o^j 74 t 

■ *73t 744 7.?4 95r 73i 
f *74 76-{ ist 94 74»- 
I *72-f 744 74l 944 73l 
f *734 744 75 J 944 744 
I *7*t 734 744 9*4 :73l 
7 * 734 741 . : 944*744 
*71 > 734 7t-4 934' 734 
1*703 -734 74 93i 
i *%J-;7*4 734 934 


India India tndVn 
$tocki Atuu Sandt, 

,75 Z* 89s. 
lyot — 81 ' 

*7*4 7S« fs 
171 754 84 

1705 744 9* 
*70 75s ®4 
175 75i 82 
*74 

*74 74»!85 
‘734 73,4 fl 
‘73 — 

171 — 66 

1684 74i 70p. 
, 704 39 

♦69 — 7 s 
1684 — 40 

i 7P4 7O' 73 

169 — 7-1 
1784 704 78 
i68i- 69I 72 
170*- 70^- 78 
loSi 691 72 
166 , 68t 7 2 

1644 ^14170 


UW J/Wr ( 5 R«-! fir,W„r 
Nai/y\ cent. _ / 

**'»<•*• i_ » 7 Si Ar«,. Biui. 


844 7 St 

— 74 t 

~ 76 

— 7S4 

844 754 
75-4 


^ 754 

— 744 

— 744 

— ,75 4 

— 744 

%i- 7 34 
~ '734’ 

— , 74t 

— 7*4 

— 744. 

r,' H'' 

,8.24 7 . 24 " 
— . > 7*4 


— 2 

74* a-J- 

— 24 , 
754 *4 , 

— ' 2 

~ *4 

— 44 

75 *4 

emmern 

68 a4 

6t a dif. 

— 2 

— 14 

744 2 
734 *i 

— i-J 


.An account of the chriftenings and bniials within the bills of mortality m Londeto. 
Chriftened, main 9,892 Buried, males 9^962 

-———females 9,667 ——females 9,735 


»9»S59 


*9,697 
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P P E N D I 
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Although the following Papers were communicated to us at too late a Period to he 
incorporated with the IFork iijelf^ we, have, notxviihjianding, thought them fuf- 
fcienllj interejiing to be given in the Form tf an Appendix. 


COPPER-PLATE ENGRAVINGS. 


A CONSIDER AHLE article of commerce has arifen very lately in tliis country, in a manner 
fo rapids that it is I'omevvhat curious to inveftigate the caufc of it — we mean that of engraved 
Ptinn* Foreign pi ifits, particularly the French, were fo greatly fuperior to thofe executed in this 
country,, that inimcnfe quantities of them were imported cither for the port-folio, or for furniture. 
Mr. Alderman Boydell, theperfon principally concerned in this article of importation, with a public 
fpirit and patriolifni, of which his country has had many proofs, conceived an idea, that if the artills 
of this country were to receive fuitablc encouragement, and have the Works of the great mafters put 
before them, they might equal, if not excel, thofe of foreign countries. This idea was fo well 
founded, that though it w^as only attempted to be pm in execution by him about the year 1760, he 
was enabled to publiili, in 1761, the Niobcy and fomc others engraved by Woollett, after pi<^turcs 
by Wilfon and Smith. This proved fuch a fpccimcn of the Englifh fchool, as gained the admira- 
tion of all Europe, and infured a favourable reception to his future undertakings, which have indeed 
been as fuccefsful as they have been extcniive ; wiincfs the numerous capital engravings from the 
great tnafters, in the Devonfliirc, Houghton, and other collcaions, lately executed. Such has been 
the very rapid progrefs of the art of engraving in this country, fmee the period above-mentioned, 
from tlieTpiritecl conduft and liberal encouragement given to the artifts by Mr. Boydell, tliat m the 
courfc of a few years he has lived to fee bis whole fyllem crowned with fuccefs ; infomuch, that in » 
flcad of all the line prints fold in this country being imported from abroad, the exports arc now, 
to the imports, (by the moft accurate calculation) as five hundred is to one; and thde exports 
arc not confined to any one country, for they extend from Madrid to Mofeow. It is but 
however, to fay, thatfo great a change in this channel of commere.e, has been gicaily ai e ^ ^ ^ 
inftitution of the Royal Academy— An inftitution which tviJl do lalUng honour to Ins prefent Ma- 

jcllv— as the young artift there, from a contemplation of the elaborate works of genius, acquires a 

competent knowledge in drawing and defign,— very clTcntial icquifites to attain any degree of excel- 

Icncc in this filler art. ^ _ 

It perhaps may not be thought improper here to mention an undertaking, that promifcs to <=‘^ 0 ' 
painting, as well as engraving, tothefummit ofperfeflion in England, e pccia y as tt is con u 
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by the fame perfon who has already, as we have before ftated, focflintially ferved his country in this 
line of commerce : — We allude to the magnificent defign of iiluftrating the principal fcencs of Shake- 
fpcare, by near a hundred capital piAurcs, from which engravings are to be made by the firft artifts 
in this country, for a fuperb edition of this author’s works. IV^any of thefe pifturcs arc collcftcd 
together and offered to the public view in a gallery crefled for that purpofc. When we contemplate 
this defign, we confefs we arc dazzled by its grandeur; we fliall, therefore, content ourfeivcs with 
ufing the words of an eminent author, Dr. Robertfon, who fpcaking of the fubjeft has faid, That 
iris an undertaking worthy the magnificence of a«great nation, in honour of its favourite author.’^ 
It is very certain, that no age, nor no country, has ever raifed fuch a monument to any author. 

But to what lengths the enterprize of men of talents, feconded by the confidential alTiftancc of a 
liberal public, will go, cannot cafily be determined* The fine arts in all other countries have been 
fupported by devotion, in the eocecution of cndlefs altar-pieces, &c. and by the patronage of great 
families : but, in this country, commerce feems to be doing that, which religion and perfonal patro- 
nage could a'lone effefl in foreign nations ; and as ftmmcrcc is the fubjeft of our labours, we are 
happy in giving this additioj)al proof of its importance. 

It may not he improper, in tliis place, to mention the polygrapbic invention of Mr. Jofeph Booth, 
portrait painter, by which paintings in oil colours are copied or multiplied. This art already be- 
gins to flourifh, and promifes no inconfide.rabic article to the commerce of this coiuitry* 

POTTERIES AND EARTHEN WAR E. 

A manufaftoty of earthca ware has been carried on at Burfiem in Staffordfhire, and fonre of the 
neighbouring villages, from time immemorial. It can be traced with certainty for at leaft two cen- 
turies back; of its full introduSion, no tradition remains: but it has not, till of Ia,ie years, 
been of confequcncc enough to engage the attention of the public, or to merit the notice of writers 
upon commerce. 

In i686, as we learn from Dr. Plot’s Natural Hiftory of StafFordfliire, publiflud iii that year, only 
the coarfe yellow, red, black, and mottled ware*;, w’crc made in this country; and the only mate- 
rials employed for them, appear to have been tljp diflcrcj)t coloured clays \vj)ich are found in the 
xieighbouvhood, and which form fomc of the mcafurcs, or flrata of the coal mines. 'J'licfe coarfe 
clays made the body of the ware, and the glaze was produced by powdei'f^d lead or(^ fprinklcd on the 
pieces before firing, with the addition of a little manganefe for fome particular colours The quan- 
tity of goods manufaflui cd, was at that time fo inconfrdcrabJe, that the chief falc of them, the Doc- 
tor fays, was ** to poor crate -men, wlio carried them on their backs all over the country.’* 

•About the year 1690, two ingenious a||ifans from Germany, of the name of Eller, fettled near 
Burficm, and carried on a fmail work for a little time. 'ElU'y brouglu into|his country the method 
of glazing ftonc ware, by calling fait into the kiln while it h hot, and fome other improvements of 
lefs importance ; but finding they could not keep their fccrcts to thcinfelvcs, they left the place rather 
in difguft. 

From this time, various kinds of flonc ware, glazed by the fumes of fait in the manner above- 
mentioned, were added to the wares before made. The while kind, which afterwards became, and 
for many fucceeding years continued, the ftaple branch of pottery, is faid to have owed its origin to 
the following accident. A potter, Mr. Aflbury, travelling to London, perceived fomething amifs 
with one of his horfe’s eyes ; an oftlcr at Dunflablc faid he could foon cure hirn^ and for that purpofc 
put a common black flint Hone into the fire. The potter obferving it, when taken out, to be of a 
line white, immediately conceived the idea of improving his ware, by the addition of this material to 

the 
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the clay he could procure : accordingly he feat home a quantity of the flint flones of that 

country, where they arc plentiful among the chalk, and by mixing them with tobacco-pipe clay;, 
produced a white ftonc ware, much fuperiour to any that had been feen before. 

Some of the other potters foon difeovered the fource of this fuperiority, and did not fail to follovr 
his example. For a long time they pounded the flint ftones in private rooms, by manual labour, in 
mortars; but many of the poor workmen fuffered fcvcrely' from the dull of the flint getting into 
ihcir lungs, and producing dreadful coughs, confumptions, and other pulmonary diforders. I'hefe 
difallers, and the incrcafcd demand for the flint powder, induced them to try to gtind it by mills of 
various conftruilions ; and this method, being found both cffcdual and fafe, has continued in 
prafticc ever fince. * 

With ihele improvements, in the beginning of the prefent century, various articles were produced 
for tea and coffee equipages. Soon afrer, attempts were made to rnrnifh tlie dinner tabic alfo ; and 
before the middle of the century, utcnlils for the table were manufaftured in quantity, as well for 
ex]'ortation as home confumption. 

lUit tlic fait glaze, the only one then in uie for ibis purpofe, is, in its own nature, fo irnpcrfc£t; 
and the potters, from an injudicious competition anioi:g thcmicives for cheapnefs, rather than excel- 
lence, Iiad been fo inattentive to elegance of form, and ncatnefs of workmanffiip, that t!i is ware 
was rcjc(fled from the tables of pcifons of rank ; and, about the year 1760, a wdhtc w-are, much more 
beautiful, and better glazed than ours, began to be imported in confiderablc quantities from 
b raticc. 

This inundation of a foreign man u faff lire, lb much fuperiour to any of our own, muff have bad 
very bad efTcfts upon titc potteries of this kingdom, if a new one, ftill more to the public tafte, Ind 
not appeared foon after. In the year 1 763, Mr. Joliah Wedgwood, who had already introduced 
fcvcral impioveincnts into this art, invented a fpccies of earthen ware, for the table, quite new in 
jt5 appearance, covered with a rich and brilliant glaze, bearing fudJen alternations of heat and cold, 
mmufaftured with cafe and expedition, and confcquently cheap ; and having every requifite for the 
purpofe intended. To tiiis new manufafturc the Queen was plcafcd to give her name and patronage, 
comm.niding it to be called v uvvrc, and honouring the inventor by appointing him her 

Majc'ftyN potter. 

'i'o the iamc'’ perfon we owe the invention of the following kinds of earthen ware and 
pm’cclain, viz. 

I. A 7 afaCo//a, refcinbling porphyry, granite, Kgvptian pebble, and otlicr beautiful ftones, o£ 
t!u. Siliceous or Cryflalline oider, 

II. a fine black porcelain hilquc, ofncarly^hc fame properties with the natural ftonc ; 
it receives a high polili), ferves as a toucldlonc for metals, ft i ikes fire with llcel, refills all the acids, 
and bears, wilbout injury, a ftronger fiic than the bafahes itlVlf. 

III. If'hje Porcclu'in bifque, of a finooth wax-iikc furfacc, of the fame properties with the 
preceding, except in what depends upon colour. 

VI. Jetfper; a white porcelain bifquc, of exquifitc beauty and delicacy, pofTcfllng the general pro- 
perties of the bafahes, together with that of receiving colours, through its wdiole lubftance, in a 
manner which no other ancient or modern, has been known to do ; tliis lendcrji it peculiarly 
fit for cameos, portraits, and all fubjefts in has relief, as the ground may be coloured throughout, 
without paml or enamel, while the ralfcd figures arp of a pure white. 

V. Bamboo^ or canc-cotourcd bifquc porcelain, of the fame nature as Ko. 3. 
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VI. A porcelain hiiqrd, remarkable for great hardnefs^ little inferior to that of agate : thit 
property, together with its rcfiftancc to the ftrongeft acids and corrofives, and its impenetrability by- 
every known liquid, adapts it for mortars, and many different kinds of chemical vcflels. 

Thefe fix diftina fpecics, together with the Qiieln's ware already mentioned, expanded into a 
thoufanJ different forms, for ornament as well as ufc, varioufly painted and cmbellifhed, conftitutc* 
nearly the whole of the prefent fine EiigUfh earthen wares and porcelains, which are now become 
the fourcc of an immenfe trade ; and which, confidered as an objeft of national indnftry and. 
commcrce, make one of the nioft Important manufaftures of the kingdom. 

The evidence given I)y Mr* Wedgwood, to the Committee of Privy Council, and at the Bars of 
life two Houfes of Parliament, when a commercial arrangement with Ireland was in agitation, in 
1785, will Ihew the extent of this inanufaflure, and itf value to our maritime and landed, as well as 
commercial intcrefls. Though the manufafluring part alone gives bread to fifteen or twenty 
thoufand people, he looks upon tliis as. a fmall when compared with the many others that 

are put in motion by it, vi%. The immenfe quantity of inland carriage it creates throughout' 
England, both in its raw materials, and finilhed goods— the great number of people employed in 
the cxteiifive coUterks for its nfe — the Hill greater numbers employed in raijing and preparing the raw 
materiahy in fcvcral diftant parts of the kingdom, from near the Land’s? End, in Cornwall, one way# 
along different parts of the coaft, Falmouth, Tcignraonth, Exeter, Pool, Gravefend, and the 
Norfolk coaft; the other way, to Biddetord, Wales, and the Irifti coaft— the which 

being employed, at the proper fcafons, in the Newfoundland fiihcry, carry thefe materials coaftwife 
to Liverpool and Hull, to the amount of many thoufand tons yearly, at times when they would 
otherwife be laid up idle in harbour — the further conveyance frohi thofe ports, hy river and canal 
navigation^ to one of the moft inland fituations in the kingdom— and the reconveyance of the finillied 
goods to the different ports of this ifland, where they arc fliipped for every foreign market that is 
open to the earthen wares of England. 

He obferves further, that this manufaflure, in a national view’’, is attended with feme advantageous 
circuinftances, almoft peculiar to itferif; fuch as, that the value of the manufafhired goods confifts 
almoll wholly in labour— that one ton of raw materials produces fcvcral tons of finilhed goods for 
/hipping, the freight being then clnirgcd, not by the weight, but by the bulk— that fcarcc a veff i 
leaves any of our ports, without more or lefs of this cheap, bulky, and therefore valuable article to 
this maritime country — atid, above all, that not lefs than five-lixths of the wliolc produce of the 
potteries arc exported to foreign markets. 

Confidcrablc as this obje£l may now appear, Mr. Wedgwood, in his evidence to the Houfe of 
Commons, declares himfclf impreffed idea that the art is ftill but in its infancy, compared 

with what it may arrive at, if not interrupter in its growth. 

By this laft expreflion we fuppofe he alludes to the introdu£lIon of cxcifc laws into the potteries, 
of which there was fome talk at that time ; but it would have been too impoliiic a ftep to check fo 
growing a manufafture by excife laws, cfpecially when fivc-fixths of the duty collected, muft have 
been paid back again upon exportation of the goods, and an opening thereby made for frauds, which 
(if we may judge from what has been praftifed in other articles) would have made the drajwbacks 
amount even to more than the fums originally collcftcd. 
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THE COAL TRADE. 

TKe earlieft account we have of the importation of fea coals into London, was about the year 
P350j and, in the year 1400, the nobility and titizens petitioned the King, “ to prohibit the further 
ufe of fo noxious and unhealthy a kind of fuel,” as they then imagined it to be ^ and from that 
period to the prcfenl, the importation has gradually incrcafed. 

As an article of commerce, a judgment may be formed of its importance, from the following 
flatcment ; * 

Above 500 fhips, from one to 500 tons, are employed in bringing coals to London, and coaftways, 
navigated by many thoufand fcamcn and flout boys. The import into London alone, in the courfc 
of the laft year (1788) amounted to 766,795 chaldrons, from Ncwcaflle, Sunderland, Blyth Nook, 
Scotland, Wales, and Liverpool, 

The duty paid into the Exchequer, on this amazing import to the metropolis, is no lefs a fum 
than ^306,718, and that without the expcnce of a Angle Cuflom-Houfc Officer on board. I’lie 
importation of this has exceeded any former year, by at Jeaft 5000 chaldrons ; and it w'ould have 
been twenty or 30,000 more, if coiitiary winds had not prevailed in November, and the froft fet in 
fo early in December. 

A century ago, this trade was very inconfiderablc to what it is at prefent, as the number of 
inhabitants in the different fca-port towns, and the metropolis, were fewer, and the various 
manufadlurcs requiring conftant fupplies of this commodity, lefs extenfive and numerous. At that 
period the mafters of veffels, employed in the London trade, ufed’ to frequent a place in Lower 
Tjliamcs-ftrcct, called Room Land, adjoining to Billingfgate, where they met very ea:ly in the 
morning, and difpofed of their coals. In procefs of time, this mode was found very in- 
convenient; and as fcveral perfons, who kept lighters and barges, had direftions Ifoin their 
employers, the Captains rather chofe to difpofe of their cargoes entire, at once, to the 
lightermen, than retail them in finall quantities, allowing tlicm a fmall difeount for prompt 
payment; by w'hich means they were enabled to fix one certain price for the whole cargo, and 
get their ffiips unloaded in a fltorter fpacc of time. But, in order to produce this regulation, 
an intermediate perfon was appointed, who was formerly called a coal crimp, or more properly 
a broker; ‘or faftor, to whom the (hip’s loading was regularly coiifigncd, who was to fell the 
cai^-o, give fccurity, and pay the duties at the Cuftom-Houle, coticfl rHe amount of fales from the 
buyer^ and fettle with the owners. Th^famc kind of method is obferved in the North, by the 
owners of the collieries, who appoint a perfon, called a fitter, to vend their c..als to the fliip owners, 
who take the rifquc of the voyage, both of fltip and cargowfunlefs they are freighted on account of 
feme other perfon, which is foiuctimcs the cafe. This is now the invaiiablc ntethod pui Uied in tlic 
conduft of the Coal Trade. Early in the prefent century vaiious complaint:, had been made to 
Parliament, of combinations, both in the North, and in London, from jealoufics having arifeii 
among the’ coal owners in the North, and competitors in mines; and at London among the 
fmallcr dealers, who wifltcd, inftead of buying them at fecond liand, to haVc ibrm from the 
ffiips. Thefc complaints arofc, in the firft inftance, from pc.fons, who were proptietors of 
collieries of an interior repute, having prevailed upon the London principal dealers, by pecuniary 
inducements, to get their coals vended at the London market, in preference to others. This 
operated, for a time, to their intcrefl ; but others, who did not think fit to ohier ve the fame rule, 

applied to Parliament to put a flop to that undue preference ; and an adl was paffed, by whtch the 
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^onor or acceptor of any gratuity became liable to a penalty of 50I. This, however, had only a 
temporary elFeft, and occalioncd a fecond complaint, and a further Tcflriftion of 500I. penalty on 
tranfgrcfrmg the aft. But even this did not remedy the evil; which has, by degrees, induced the 
coal owners at large, with only one or two cxceptiotts, to allow a premium to the principal buyers, 
at the London marker, which has varied from 6d. to ts. per chaldron, according to their refpeftive 
opinions of the neceflity of doing it. In that ftatc the trade has continued till the laft year. Several 
afts of Parliament have likewife paffeJ to regulate the Ihipping, in the Noith, and their delivery 
at London. The irregularities compiaijied of ini the North arofe from particular partialities being 
fliewn in point of loading ; for many of the fitters having become men of fuch opulence as to engage 
deeply in Ihipping, they were too apt to give fuch Ihips aS they were conccnxed in an unfair 
preference. The general body of fhip owners, tlu-rcf^re^ got an aCl to regulate the turn of loading, 

. by which means every fltip was loaded as the applied in a fair turn. To prevent any combinations 
at the London market, an aft was pafTed to prevent any number of fiiips laying above fourteen days, 
after their entry at the Ivondon port, whole cargoes were unfold ; by which means no Captains have 
it in their power to refufc a fair market price. But thefe afts of Parliament, after the fiifi: imprcfliou 
of them had been foinewliat obliterated, were frequently difregarded ; and the coal dealers forgot, or 
at leaft grew care Icfs of afts which were but feldom enforced with vigour. 'Pliis occnfioncd, of late 
years, a want of that Caution among tlie dealers, which had at firft been obferved, fa that they 
received gratuities in too open a manner. As informers will always be on the watch, it happened 
that, in the year 1787, fame needy people, who had failed in that trade, took advahtage of the 
penal flatute, and having obtained proofs of the aftunl receipts of premiums, by moil of 
the principal dealers, inftituted fuits againll them on the afts of Parliament; and one having 
been tried, which only failed from an error of its being wrong worded, the whole trade rook 
the*alarm, and applied to Parliament to pafs an aft of oblivion, ftaiing its ancient ufage, and ibc 
motives of the perfons who had occafioned the appli^tion. The petition was refentd to a 
Committee, who examined evidence on both fiJes, and an aft of oblivion was pafkd, for all lurmcr 
caufes of aftions, on the trade farisfyiiig the perfons who had already brought thole aftions ; which 
they did, at a confidcjablc cxpcuce. 

C O A L T A R. 

The manufafture of Coril Tar, for which a prolonged patent has bc'cn granted, by aft of Parlia- 
ment, to the Earl of Dundonakl, is already become a confidcraldc commcrv.ial article. Its fuccefslul 
application, as a prcfervaiivc to fljip’s bottoms, iron wifirk, fheds, barns, and all kinds of fences, 
gives it the promife, not only of gcjicral confumption at liomc, but of great demand abroad. 

CAST PLATE G L A S S. 

An extenfive manufaftory of this elegant and va]u.iblc branch of commerce, was full enablilhcd 
in Lancadiirc, about the year 1773, through the fpirited cxenions of a very rcfpcftablc body of 
proprietors, who were incorporated by an aft of Patliamenr. From thofe various difficulties con- 
ftantly attendant upon new undertakings, when they have to contend with powerful foreign 
^ftabliflMncnts, it was for fomc time confiderably cmbarraflcd ; but Government, of late, having 
taken off fomc reftriftions that bore hard upon it, and made fomc judicious regulations rclativc^o 
the mode of levying the Excife duty, it now bids fair to rival, if not iuipafs, the mofl celebrated 
Continental manufadlurcs, botli with refpeft to the quality, brilliancy, and fize of its pro- 
gduftions. 
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PAISLEY manufactory. 

Paifley was.creftcd into a burgh, or barony,, by James the IVth. of Scotland, 1488, and enjoys 
all the powers ncccflary for government and police, without any of the burthens to which Royal 
burghs arc fubjefted. The freedom of the place is conferred on very moderate terms ; and, though 
the revenues of it arc not great, they have been managed to the beft advantage. As the cxtenfivc 
maiuif ^lurcs carried on at this town, and places adjacent, are valuable acquifitions to the country, 
they will natuialiy excite the attention of all who confider manufaOurcs to be the chief pillars of our 
national profperity. 

TlVc branches of manufiiftures carried on at Paifley, arc the linen, the thread, the filk, and the 
cotton. The inanufaftiirc of linen, and lirten mixed with cotton, was begun before the union of 
the two nations but, at that time, was very inconfidcrable. A few looms were employed in weaving 
raullins ; but this trade was loon annihilated by the introdu^lion of foicign muflins. It is a curious 
circumftancc that, after they wx'rc obliged to abandon this fabric for eighty years, the progrefs of the 
manufacturing arts is lb hr advanced, that they have now, with great probability of fuccefs, 
commenced a rivalfliip with the weavers of indoiUn, where that fabric has been manufaftuicd for 
ages. 

Their next attempt was weaving fliipcd linens, which they named Bengali, and were an imitation 
of cotton, but made of linen and cotton yarn. At this time, a trade w'ith England being opened, a 
confiderable trade of check handkerchiefs vvas earned on, for feveral years, with advantage. To 
this fucccedcd plain, flriped, fpotted, and figured lawns, and bordered handkerchiefs. After this, 
plain and figured thread gauze was added to the other fabrics. I'hefe light fancy articles tended to 
excite the ingenuity and tafle of the art ifts ; fo that goods, of various patterns, were now made, and 
ilicir fuccefs in invention and workman&m was confiderable. The Paifley manufaftures were now 
in demand, both in the home and the markets, and a foundation was laic) for that cxtenfivc 

bniinefs, to which they have fmcc attained. In order to afeertain the progrcfs'of this branch, wo 
here fubjoin an abftta£l account from the Stamp Mailer’s books, who nuide a report yearly, upon, 
oath, to the Honourable Board of Trullces for fiflierics and manufaftures, cS:c. 
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GO 
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The raanufafturc of thread was fuft attempted, in this country, bv Mrs. Millar, ofBargarran, ia. 
1722, on having received fome information and machinery from Holbnck Her example was immedi- 
ately followed by feveral families in Paifley. M'hcy imitated that fpeeies, called Nuns, or ounce 
thread, which is made up in hanks of fi'rty threads, and reeled upon leels a yard in, circumference. 
This manufafturc fucceedtd equally well with the lawns and gauzes, and has aiu Ivcd at an higlv 
degree of pcrfcAloii. But after being once cftablnhcd, ami the profits reduced to a moderate 
quantum, methods were adopted by Ibiuc tocncreafc tliefc profits, which were ncitlicr honouiablc, 
nor, in the refult, advantageous, by putting thirty threads in the hank, inilcacl of forty ; but w liea 
the thirty threads became pcjfcftly known in the market, twenty-eight \vcre fubflliutcd by fome, 
ixiftcad of thirty,, and thirty-four or thSrty-fivc inches in length, inftcad of thirty-fix. Frauds were 
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arrived to fuch an height, that it became highly nccellary to make application to Parliament, to 
remedy this grov^ing evil, and prevent the ruin of this valuable manufaftdry. 

Tlie different fpcclcs of threads made at Paillcy, and in its neighbourhood, were nuns or ounce 
thread, Liflc or dozen thread, flouri filing cotton for embroidcringi India cotton for flowering, and 
Ware thread.* 

The number of machines employed in twining thread, at Paifiey, in 1784, was not under lao* 
—Each machine, upon an average, will twine, of yarn, 2400 fpindics ; the whole of which makes 

288.000. — Thefe fpindics of thread, valued at 4s. 6d. when manufaftured, amount to 64,000!. 

Now that we are upon the fubjeft, it may not be amifs to obferve, that from a general ftatement 

of the thread, manufaftured in Scotland, in 178^ to wdiich year this branch had gradually 
cncreafed, it appears, that the number of machines etn^oyed were at leaft five hundred, two hundred 
of wdiich were employed in tw'ini ng ounce threads, of every different fpccics included under this 
denomination ; and confumc, upon an average, 2400 fpindics of yarn each, which amount to 

480.000. — Thefe fpindics, at 4s. 6d, when manufaftured into thread, amount to 108,000 1 . 

Three hundred machines, employed in twining, ftitching, or pound threads, white, coloured, and 

Ofnaburgh, will confume 2000 fpindles each, which make 6oo,ooo.-^Thefe fpindics, at 3s, 9d« 
when maiiufaftured, amount to 112,000 1. 

Total value, 2 20,000 L— Total fpindles, 1,080,006. 

This manufadure, in performing all the various operations, from the fpinning of the flax to the 
finifhing of the thread, employs upwards of 20,000 women, befides 4000 of 5006 men. 

The filk gauze manufafture was begun at Paillcy, in 1759. The fimilarity betwixt thread 
gauze and filk gauze accelerated the progrefs of this branch. The weavers found no gicat difficulty 
Sii imitating the Spital-fields fabrics ; and the manufacturer found it his intereft to pufti a bufinefs fo 
favourably fituated for cheapnefs of labour, compared the metropolis of Grcat-Briiain. A 
company, from London, eftablifhed a warehoufe for tM||Plianch, in 1761 •, and^feveral others loon 
after, compofed of partners ; fon>c at Paillcy, and others ili London. This new matuifadure gave 
fuificient room for the difplay of tafte and genius in contriving new patterns. In this they fnccecdecl 
beyond all expeftation. Paillcy filk gauzes became the fafhionable wear through all the polite circles 
in Europe. The Spital-fields iiianufafturcrs wxrc excelled, and the Britilh gauzes were preferred at 
Paris, in oppofition to all the exertions of the French manufacturers, by whom thefe fabrics were 
originally invented. At length, liis Moft Chriftian Majefly publifhed an arret, prohibiting tlic 
importation of them, under the fcv;crcfl: penalties. The immediate efleft of which, however, lias 
been done away, by the Treaty of Commerce between Grcat-IUitain and France, as gauzes, of all 
kinds, are admitted iiiio that country, on a duty of ten per cent, ad valorem. 

The number of weavers employed, in the filk gauze fabrication, are 

not under * ’ — — — — — 5,000 

And the winders, warpers, clippers, draw-boys, and others, nccellary 
in the various parts of the filk iwanufaftory, — — 5,000 

10,000 

Suppofe thefe ten thoufand workmen, at .an averag'e, to earn 5s. per £ 

, week, the fum paid for wages will bc> per ann. ^ — 130,000 

Every filk loom produces an annual average value of 70I* the 
amount of which is ^ — 350,000 
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The Value of Paifley Manufaf\ures, for 1784. 




L- 
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Silk gauzes, — * .ii-. 

..... 
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...... 
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Thread. — Spinners, winders, bleachers, 

twiners, 5 cc; 

4,800 

Silk-weavers, — — — 

— 

.... 

5,000 

Whndcfs, warpers, clippers, &c. — 


Total 

5,000 

26,484 


That we mav difeover of what importance tlicfe inanufafturcs arc to this country, it is proper to 
point out what part of the value is the produce of labour, .and what part is imported from foreign 
countries. 


The lawns, — Grofs value, — 

Dedud for foreign yarn, Iri/li included, 
Ditto for linleed and foreign alhes, 


The thread,— Grofs value, — 

Dcdiid for yarn, foreign and Ivifli, 
Ditto for foreign iinfeed and allies, 
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’Remains 

Silk gauze,— Wages paid, _ _ _ — 130,000 

profits, at lol. percent, including charges of merchandize, — . 35,000 

Tot.iI 369,620 


Some ycjWS previous to tkis period, an event happened which portended a confiderahlc revolution 
in the manpfafturcs of Great-Biitain. This was the invention of Mr. Arkwright's cekbrated 
machine, which is fo aptly coafltuaccl, and fo judicioully planned, that with one great water 
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wheel, above 4000 threads of cotton yarn arc fpun at once, of which the fincft rauflins are manu- 
faanred. This, with the invention of jennies for fpinning woofs, encouraged the manufafturers, 
both of vSoiuh and North Britain, to attempt the various fabrics of Cotton goods, with great proba- 
bility of fuccefs. Such poweiful means of accelerating labour, and, at the fame time, producing 
\arn more perfeft in quality, had the effeft of reducing Wvp prices of manufadtured cottons* This 
great ncquilition operated likcwife upon the faihions. Cottons were fubllitutcd .in part for linens, 
woollens, and even fllks* Thence it became nccelTary tor the nianufadlurers at Paiflcy, again to 
attempt the fabric of muflJns* * 

In 1785, they engaged in this branch, and arc now carrying it on to a confidcrable extent. 7 he 
difficulties attending every new fabric are many ; the rainutise in the pVogrcls of various operations 
are at firft but imperfcftly underftood. There is one encouraging circumllance, however, that they 
have not only great advantages from fhe machinery invented, .wdiich is fuperior to every other 
country, but alfo the weavers perforin their operations better than the Afiatics. Yet, after all the 
exertions made, and the vaft fums expended upon machinery, buildings, materials, &c. the Eaft- 
IiYdia Company l^vc it in their power, by a great importation of muflins, to involve thoufands of 
SnJuifrious Britiffi fubjefts in dlftrcfs and ruin. This a:^pcars evident from what happened in 1787, 
the confequence of which we have already noticed under that year. This circumftance aitraftcd the 
attention of thcLegiflatufe, as fomc limitation appeared abfolutcly necclTaryjWith refpeft to the impor- 
tation of foreign muflins. Were the Eafl India Company to import the raw material, which is of a finer 
quality than what is produced on the Britiffi Weft India Iflands, fuch a ftep would be produilivc of 
the moft falutary confcquenccs to the home manufactures of tiiis country. But, if cotton w^ool will 
not pay the expence of fuch a long navigation, with a profit to the importers, then, in that cafe, if 
no foreign muflins wcie permitted to be imported, under 5s. the yard, 36 inches broad, and 7s. 6d, 
lix-quarters broad, this wouki give ftability to the coarfer fabrics, and fccurity to the manufacturers 
in employing the capitals upon this extenfive field* 

The Parliament, in 1743, enaCted, that a bounty of one penn y flioulcl be given for every yard of 
Britifh and Irifli linens, made of hemp or flax, of the value of 6cl. per yard, and not exceeding is. 
per yard, and of one halfpenny for every yard under the value of 6d. per yard, wifleh fliall be ex- 
ported out of Great- Britain to Africa, America, Portugal, and Spain; and was afterwards extended 
to all linens of the value of is. 6d, per yard. Thofc bounties were, no doubt, very favourable to the 
linen trade of .Scotland and Ireland ; and a continuation of that national encouragement to Britifli- 
maclc linens may be highly proper : but for what caufc Great-Brirain will continue to give to Ireland 
from 50 tq, .70,0001. a year of bounties upon their linens, is difficult to perceive. It is ncceflary 
here to ftate a lew faCts, from which it may be determined, whether it be not the intcreft of Great- 
Britain to exclude the Irifh from that bounty, until a more liberal intcrebangf of manufactures is 
eftabllfhcd, ‘ 

Previous to the year 1759, goods, made chiefly of linen-yarn, with a fmall mixiturc of cotton, 
were admitted into Ireland, dutyfree; but, after that period, fuch goods were confidcred as unrated 
merchandize, and charged with a duty of lol. per cent. 

In the year 1779, the Irifh aCts of Parliament of the 14th and 15th of Charles II. laying a duty 
of 5s. per dozen, on fine needle-wrought handkerchiefs of Holland, were conftrued to extend to a 
coarfe article, called Keating handkerchiefs, fent at that time in confidcrable quantities from I^aiflcy, 
and its neighbourhood, to Ireland, at the low average price of 12s. per dozen* Confcqufcntly, from 
paying nothing previous to 1759, and loJ. per cent, after that period, the duty was advanced to 
about 4oh per cent. aJ vahrem 
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Threads which arc wholly made of linen yarn, by a fingular mode of management, arc rated at 
^s. per lb. ftom No* 4^0 20, when the medium value is not above 2^* Jind pay lol. per cent, upO}» 
that rate i from No. 20 to 40 they are rated at 15s. per lb. notwithftanding the medium value is not 
above 8s, thus, inftcad of a lol. per’ cent* duty, they arc charged about 17 J per cent, ad valoycm. 
But, what is move lingular, the importer is obliged to make oath, that his thicads are of that value 
at which they are rated, belore he can obtain a clearance Irom the Cullom-houfe. 

In the year 1781, the fame conllruaion of the ads of the 14th and ) 5th of Charles 11. was 
extended to lilk gauze handkcrcliicfs, upon which the duty was advanced from about is. lod. to 5^=. 
per dozen, making nearly 50L per cent, on the average value of that fpecics of goods confumed in 
the Irilh market. 

In like manner, printed handkcrclnefs pay 5s. per dozen, equal to about 30I. per cent, on the 
medium qualities ufiially confumed in Ireland; and, in"'ai!dition to this duty, 6J. per yard is 
charged upon all muflins, or cotton handkerchiefs, or ncck-kerchicfs, extending to a duty of 40!. per 
cent, ad valorenu 

After all thefc prohibitory duties, (Jreat Hritaui, by an ad of liberal condud, admitted the Irilh 
manufadurers to a participation of all her markets in the colonics. But will it now he deemed 
found policy to continue th.is high bounty upon Irilh-made linens, unlefs the lificr-kingdoni con- 
lent to a more equitable arrangemcnl in the intcichangc of manufadures^ Was this bounty given 
cxclufively to Britilh-inadc linens, in prcfcicucc to Irifh, this circmuilancc would call forth the 
adivity ol thoulands in llic north of Scotland, who arc far from being fully employed. 

Belidcs the general manufadurcs already Hated, there arc fevcral other woiks cilablilhcd here, for 
making hard and foft foap, and candles, to the extent of about 30,000!. per arm. Tiiis, added to 
the former amount of value, makes in the whole 609,1831. i6s, 6jd. There is a confidcrablc 
quantity of thd’e articles exported, befulcs what is neceflAry for home confumption ; and it is 
fuppofed they are excelled bv none in (Jrcat-Brltain, in point of quality. In 1781, the number of 
families, in the town and parilh, w^as cxadly taken ; they amounted to 4170 ; to that allowing five 
to each family, the iiiliabitants amounted to 20,850, A conliderable addition, fince that time, has 
been made to the town. 

The river Cart, which divides the old from the new town, mixes with the Clyde, three miles 
from the landing-place, and is capable of being greatly improved. Vcflels of thirty ton<j, and 
upwards, navigate this river, at this time ; but, were the obftruftions removed, vcllels, from 50 to 
70 tons burden, iniglit fail with the tide in fafety. What renders this navigation of great 
importance is, that, as the greal canal is now completed to the Clyde, a communication by water 
is opened to the Eallern coails of Britain, to Holland, France, Germany, ^cc. 

MECHANICAL I N V E N T I O N S. 

A very dextrous mechanic, Mr. Richard March, of London, has invented a variety of 
machines, chiefly for facilitating and improving the cloth and flocking manufactures : moft of 
them arc faid to be ufcful ; they have all, at Icall, ingenuity to recommend them to atteniioiu 

The fiiH is a Machine, to be applied to a flocking frame, for knotting tire common flocking 
works, which is done by means of knotting hooks, one to each needle, on which hooks lire loops 
arc brought; and, w^lthout taking the loops off tire needles', the hooks, by moving one fide of each 
loop louxid the heads of the needles, and by forcing it on the next needle to that on which it is 

4 U 2 formed. 
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formed, knots the work ; and, by this fiinplc method being repeated, complete work Is formed, in 
a vaiiery almoll unlimited. The fuperiority acquired by this mode of operation, over tiic common 
Iramc-work, lies chiefly in its hot being liable to run, when cut or torn, having a bcautilul hittin 
appcarair.c, and being very ehiftic. It is now become a ftaple article, and gives employ to fcvcral 
hundreds of men, women, and children. 

'riie iccond iiivention is a Machine, to be added to a (locking frame, to work a warp, commonly 
made ufc of in the loom fur weaving, or a thread to every needle, by which means a very great 
variety of fancy-work, in iilk, worfted, cotton, and thread, Is made, in fmooth work and in velvet, 
part cur, or cut all over, 

'j'he third is a Machine, to Ipin wool, f^c. This machine, though not more than fifteen inches 
diameter, and five wide, fpins wool to any degree of finenefs, and may be regulated for that pur - 
pofe, as w^cll as to give any certain number of twills in an inch of yarn fpun. The bobin that 
receives the yarn as it is I'pun, has an horizontal .and perpendicular motion ; and the thread is 
placed on it coniplcatly even, by means of a guide, that is moved by a rctrogadc motion. Some 
hundreds of thcle machines were lit at work, near Barnilaplc, in Devonfliirc, where feme cxtcnlivc 
buildings were crefled for that purpofe : but thele works having been of late fliut up, and become 
a matter of litigation, we are ncceffitatcd to leave our readers unfatisficd rcfpcfliug the dcclfivc 
merits of an invention, which points to an improvement of the tirft magnitude. 

A Machine to wind crofs-rccled, or Portcc Eafl-lndia cotton yarn, a ikein of whicli rncafures 
from ten to twenty yards, and is croffed from lixtecn to twenty tintes. By this invention, yarn 
that cod from as. 6d. to 8s. 6d. per pound winding, is now laid to be wound for Icfs than one- 
fourth of the cxpcncc. 

A Machine, to double and twill any number of threads together, and give any number of 
twAtls in each inch. 

The following inventions, by the fame perfon, arc very ingenious : — A Machine, to write on 
two fheets of paper the fnne words on each fhcct, without copying, lb as to produce two originals 
ill the fame time that one is executed. 

A Machine, to be applied to a boat, or veffcl, at fea, by means of which it will fail in a calm. 

An horizontal Windmill. The (iinplicity of this invention is now pretty well known to the 
mechanical world. It conflfts of an upright fltaft, on the top of which is a cap, fimilar to an 
uiubrelia, in the fides of which are fixed five cocks, at equal diflanccs ; in each is placed an oar; 
the axis, at the end of the oar, turns in the upright (liafr ; the cap fupports the oars, by means of the 
cocks; on tliat'part of the oar under the cap, is fixed two crofs pieces, called fuiking pins; on the 
ridge of any building is fixed, horizontally, a round traverfing board, with a hole in tlic center, to 
contain the upright ftiaft ; \n the hole of this board is fixed a tube, or focket, round whicli the vane 
and vane-board move, as tlic wind directs ; under the vanc-board arc three rollers, at equal 
dillances, which run on the traverfing board, at tlie pleafurc of the wind ; on the upper fide of the 
vanc-board is fixed two half-hoops, or circles, againft the ends of which the pins of the oars ilrikc^ 
to turn them to take the wind. 

A Cundlefilck and Snuffers. The property of the candleftick is this; it will burn out the wick 
and tallow cuiirc, without wade of either, 'fhe fnuffers arc fo contrived, that they do not fnuff the 
candle too low, or fnuff it out, unlcfs fo defigned; nor drop the fnuff on the candle. 

A cheap and fimple application to all wheel carriages, to picvent them from being over-* 
turned. 


Some 
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Some years fmcc, a Mr. John Kendrew, of Darlington, in the county of Durham, invented a 
machine, to go by water, which can, at the fame time, grind and polilli any number of opnc.il 
glalles, and of any fize. 7 he above machine is now at work at Davluigton. 

I he faid J. Kendrew, witii I ho tins Ponhoufc, of the fame place, a watdimaker, hath alio 
invented a machine, or water-mill, for fpinning of yarn from hemp, flax, tow, and wool, 

There arc two other fpimiing-mills now employed within five miles of Darlington, bcfides 
fcveral in other parts, under licences from the patentees. 

A Mill, for the putpofc of fpinning worded, invented and cfiablifhcd by Mr. William Toplis, ol 
Cuckticy, near Maiisficid, Noltiughamlhirc, is now employed, willi the gtcaird lucccld, in that 
ufeful branch of manufadlure. 


R E F O R M AND IMPROVEMENT 

O F T H E 

GENERAL POST-OFFICE. 

Among the inanv aids which have been given to coinnurcc and public convenience, during t!ic 
preient century, there is not one which dciervcs bcOer of ihc nation, and has a more juil title to a 
place ni this vvoik, tlran the '‘eU)rava»:on which ha* been made in the aciminiUration of the Poft- 
Officc, by John I’a ,ncr. El<jUire, r\n: Comptroller Ciciurrnl of it Si>nv: general ideas of the reform 
which hvis iince t place,, re iirll fuggedvd to Mi. Vitv, in tlu* Autumn of 1782 . and, in the 
beginning of the loi r/ .vl’.g viar, a plan w;h given in to lum. Alter having matmedv conhdered it, 
the minilU’r defjermi.j • j m n it jhoul I undcigo a iri.a). I h'S origin-il plan, which, though it has 
fincc been greatly d, ront-nn.s an the piinciplhs of the undcrtak:ng, and in its melenr i'-’te 

of perfection, is a -..i , is am! iniercilin; memon In order to give our readers a general outline of 
tills cKtcnlive undco d nip, uc hivc made Inch llleb ions fruiii the plan prclentcd by Mu P-dmer to 
J\Ir. Pitt, in 17S3, ns noli 'uffi' t: ni Kn tliat purpollu 

“ 7 'hc poll:, at pndeni, ’ f.iys aIu Paiaisr, “ inll.ud of being the fwifteft, is*almoft tlie flovvell con- 
veyance 111 this cuiin..iv ; and though, from the great improvemenr in our roads', other carriers have 
proportionably mended ihcii fpecd, tlic poft 1 $ as tiow as ever. It is likewile ’icry ani.de, as the 
frequent robberies of it tclUfy ; and, to avoid a lofs of this nature, people generally cut bank bills, 
or bills at fight, in two, and fend the parts by didvrent poP.'*'. 

“ The Poftmaflers General lately advertifed dircvTions iv 'hr piib’ic, how to divide a bill, in fiicli 
a manner as to prevent its being of any ufe to the robber. l\c wa»ds liiiu' a do been Ircqucntly 
offered by him for the hell co oftrucled mai) cart, on fume plan, to p-icvent the tVci|Uf'nt robl-ei v of 
the mail, but without rfteft. Indeed, it is at prefent generally cntnnlcd to ii .nc idle hoy, without 
cluraaer, moiuvtvd on a woiu-our h.ack i and who, U> far from being able to defend himitlf, or 
cfcapc from a lobbcr, is much more likely to be in league wifh liim. 

“ The poft ftmuld certainly be as laic and expeditious ns any other regular ftage in the kingdom ; 
for, till it is fo, whatever penalties arc held out to coachmen, carrying parcels, the public, as their 

convenience 
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convenience cliictti:, vvill fend by the faffed and mod expeditious conveyance, to the very great lofs 

of the revenue of the Pod“Odicc. 

“ 'J'hc compaiifoii betwixt the pod and the diligences, from Bath to London, vviil pretty nearly 
ferve fo* the whole kingdoin. The diligence that fets out from Bath, at four or five on Monday 
afternoon, will deliver a letter about ten on Tuefday morning, while the pod that leaves the fame 
place at ten or eleven on Monday night, docs not deliver a letter till two or three on Wednefday 
afternoon, and frequently much later* Nothing, therefore, prevents the pod from loiing the con- 
veyance of many more letters than it does at prcfmt, but the chcapnefs of the carriage, when com- 
pared witli that i f the diligence. J5y tlie pod a'letter cods only four-pence ; and by the diligence, 
booking, carriage and porterage, vvill make the charge amount to about two fhillings ; neverthelcfs, 
many peiTons, both at Bath and Brldol, fend by tlie latter j and indeed, throughout the kingdom, 
every letter, to which expedition is ncccllltry, is now feat by diligences, where they are cdablilhecl. 
Jt is, therefore, aclvifcd to contra£l with the maders of thefe diligences, to cany the mail, and 
a guard to protect It ; and this, it is prefumed, may be done by them not only better, but as cheap 
;js the prefent meibod, which in general is three-pence per mile for the boy and horfe. The 
diligences liiould go at the rate of ciglit or nine miles an hour; lb that, allowing a quarter of an 
hour to change the horfes, and for each rofliuader to change the bags, the mail vvill he conveyed 
from Bath to London in lixteen hours. Bdldes, thefe machines would have a recommendation 
above all others, both for pallcngers and parcels, as they would be punctual to time, and he pro- 
tected by a guard, which mud prove an additional motive for the mafters to contraft the cheaper 
with (jovemrnent. 

Diligences are now cflahlilhed from aimed every town in the kingdonKo London, and in many 
cities and capital towns where the crofs'poft communicates, as from Bath and Brid<^l to 
Birmingham, Liverpool, Gheder, Oxford, Exeter, Plymouth, Portfmouth, Ac. which would be 
a great benefit to the crofs pods ; and in many places, where they are not yet edabliflied, a contraft 
for the mail might induce people to do it. 

If the diligence was free of turnpikes, if would be a great faring to Government, and a very 
trifling tax on tolls, which, for a caniage and pair, from Bath to London, is about nine fhilUngs, 
and a carriage and four, eighteen, it would be fo much towards payment, of the carriage of the 
mail; and, taken all through the kingdom, mud amount to a very large fum aniiuallv. 

“ It is ccitainly a very great hardlhip on individuals, that they are liable to an heavy penalty on 
dniding letters by diligences, Ac. as tht'y may go out at an hour when the pod docs not, and at a 
time when a letter requires difpatch ; yet feveral pounds mud be paid for an exprefs, or a* fervant 
feat pod to do what may be done much better, for half a crown, by the coach. All that Govern- 
ment wants is to fccurc the poftage of any letter, not fent with parcels of goods, or by private 
hands. The great objeft, therefore, mud be to carry cheaper, fafer and fwifter, than any 
other carrier, and that will fccurc the bufincfs to the Pod-Office better than any penalties 
whatever. 

“ The Poftmader of every town mud know the cxa£t time the mail fliould arrive, and cither 
himfclf, or fervant, be ready at the inn, where the liorfcs change, with his packet of letters, to put 
in the general bag, and to take out thofe brought for him. He mud be very inexpert indeed, if he 
cannot change his packets, as foon as the odler docs his horfes. If he is not ready, the diligence 
by no means to wait. If, on enquiry, the falaries of officers arc not proportioned lo the trud and 
duty, Govcrnidcnt will undoubtedly advance them, but no more keep a negligent fervant, in a 
department of the Pod-Office, than in the Excife. 


As 
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As the hours of fending off the mails, from every office in the kingdom, arc fettled to accom- 
modate the General Pofl-Officc, by the propofed alterations they may, perhaps, be changed in mofl 
places . to fonic the alteration may prove convenient, to atlicrs inconvenient ; vet, at the very 
wotft, the conlidciation, that the letter, which may be feiit on the morrow, will arrive at the place 
to which it is direfted, as foon as one nowffent to day, will far ovci ballance it. 

** A Committee of Gentlemen, Merchants, &c. in each town, might, perhaps, fuggcfl a better 
method of regulating the poft, for their own diftri^l, than perlons always employed in the ofllcc, 
in London* Some intelligent out-rideis, who travel for orders to the different p:ius of the 
kingdom, and have experienced inconvenience in tlicir corieipondcnco, would be likely to furullli 
very ufeful information, which the ofFre fliould not Fiil to encourage from every quaitcr. Where 
new roads arc continual] / forming, and manufatl uring villages giowing into large tow\>s, the poll 
of luch a countrv mu l lie liable to c'' 'itlnual variation, and open to gical improvement. 

It may be advileablc to ronfuli v\it!i the Merclianis, 6cc. in London, how fir it mav be proper 
for the General Office to Ihut at levcn or eight in the evening. Tlic Clinrige. being fhur up at three* 
and the Banker’s Ihops at fn:, the hulinefs wouhl be much hcit:^' done than at twelve at night* 
or one or two in the morning, and cheaper to GoverniiKnt. On examination, per!l:lp^. it iikiv be 
fo regulated, that the letters may b- delivered fo much eailicr than thev arc at prefent, as to leave full 
as much time, after the receipt of tjic letter, toanfwcr it, as thcie is now, though the poll would 
go out earlier. The enoinaffd t:x]>edition of the poft would alio allow for tnc miding a dav. 
Indeed, an carlv hour, at tlic office, would occaiion euihcr liours for the difpvUch of buliiufs tliat is 
to communicated by it. 

“ It is prcfunifili that, by ihcfe, and other improvements which inav be made, letters might be 
delivered in ncaily half the time they now arc. lioni many parts of the kingdom, and, as the [)nldic 
pay an additional tax with iefs rviuclancc, wdicn it is grounded on great improvement and con- 
venience, the pollage miglit b-* a«‘.va:u,'. d in the prcjpo'tion ot fix-pence for four-pence, but double 
and treble letters in a hnallcr degree , for, as the diligence can carry any weight of letters, every 
encouragement (hould be given to lend fm iil p.ickcfs by the poft; and, as (jovernmeru would pay 
about thrcc-iialfpencc a pound, toi one hundred miles, the pu >lic Ihould not he made to pay one 
fliilling and four-pence by tlie ounce, 

Bv the adt of 17^5, liic poliage o- a finglc letter, which iffcd to be three-pence for any diflancc 
under eighty miles, was altered to one penny for one ftage, and t\v,)-pcncc for two jiages, under die 
idea that, by doing it fo cheip, Govc'inmcni w vjkl have die gieat iiMnibcr or icltcts, lent by 
caniers, &c. in pretcrcnce to ih>m, not confu’enng that lliey were fent for expedition, not for 
cheapnefs. By the prelcnt regulation <'l the pi ices ol poftage, iiom the (jcneiai l^tdl-OJice, a hngic 
Idler is a penny for one ftage, uvo-pcnce for t wo ftages ; any chllancc beyond that, and not 
exceeding eighty miles, three pence. F romelghtv n*llcs to any part ot Knglaad, be the dillance 
what it may, even Bctwick-upon-'rwred, which’is three hundred miles. oiiU tour-pence; lb that, 
beyond eighty miles, there is no fort of proportion kept between the diftance and the charge, though 
to Edinburgh the charge is lix-pcnce. Letters, wdiich pais tlirough I...ondon, are cliaiged the poflagc 
to London, and from thence to the place of its dcllination. 

“ The American charge feems to l>c on a better plan than that in England, viz, I* or a fingie letter, 
above flxty miles,* four-pence ; above one hundred, fix-pcnce , above two hundred, eight-pence 
not above three Imndrcd, ten-perue, See* huppoie the charges, in iuiuic, wete liie toilowing 
tates, throughout Great-Britain, viz. A fmglc letter, not exceeding twenty miles, two-pence; 

fortyv 
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forty, three-pence; fixty, four-pence; eighty, five-pence; one hundred, fix-pence ; and after that 
an additional halfpenny, on every twenty miles, to and from any part, whether the letter paffes 
through London, or not, • . " 

“ 'I'lic grofs receipt of the Poft Office annually, from the time it was firft cftabliflied in the reign of 
Charles 11 . to the aft palTcd by Queen Anne for its imjftovemcnt, gradually incrcafed to 111,461!. 
and is now fuppofed to be about ^00, cool. 

“ I'rom the propofed and other improvements, the revenue would not only be incrcafed to a very 
conl'iderablc amount, but the public be better accommodated. Some regulation might ailb be adopt- 
ed with ici'peft to the privilege of franking. Perhaps, the beft check on abufes in this particular, 
would be to oblige the menihers of Parliament to write the day of the montli and year on the frank, 
and to charge the letter if not font to the office the day it is fo dated. 

“ Poftage is renliy no tax, but a fair and rcafonabic price for fo much labour, which Government, 
by its monopoly, is enabled to do cheaper than any iud-ividuals, and fljoulJ do with greater expedi- 
tion and fakty, or lubmit to the lofs of the public’s employing other carriers ia preference to 
theirs.” . ' . . 

'Phis plati. which has fincc been adopted, in its material points, with fo much fuccefs, was nccelfariJy 
delayed by the changes which took place in the adminiftration of the country. Though it Ihould be 
mentioned; to the honour of .Mr. Palmer, that his feheme of reformation was approved by all par- 
ties, and that the kvcral Minifters, as they iuc. ceded eacli other, gave every proper encouragement 
to him. 1 he liifficulty he found in executing his plan did not proceed from Government, hut from 
the Poll Office ; from whence, indeed, he experienced a degree of oppofition which it is not our bu(i- 
ncls to mention in the detail, and on which we Hull only obferve, th.rt it docs not appear, upon the 
moll f-rvourable examination, to be rcconcileablc to any principle of common fenfe, policy, or in- 
tegrity. At length, however, the ability, ingenuity, and indefatigable fpirit of the prefent Comp- 
troller General, under tire protefting wilddm of thcj>rcfcnt Mtniftcr, has brought this undertaking 
to a very high degree of perfeftion, and has given an example of public aconomics which never be-, 
fore cxillcd in this or any otiicr country. 

Of the picfcnt Hate of tiiis moll iifcfu! undertaking we may obferve from the beft information, 
that Mr. Palmer l).as more than fulfilled every engagement be made with government. The con- 
trafts lor the conveyance ot the mails arc made at co.oool. per annum Icfs than was originally agreed 
for ;— the acceleration and extenfion of tlic polls arc far greater than were at firft promifed, the mail's 
being now conveyed, not only in half lire time they ufed to be, to moft parts of the kingdom, but 
in one-third, and even one-fourth of the time in many of ihc crofs poft,s ;— thefe pofts are all Jlke- 
wilc made daily inile.'id of three days per week to 320 towns, and likewifc the fame additional con- 
venience given to 201 towns on the genera! polls, &c. 

The public arc alfo equally indebted to Mr. Palmer for his new arrangement of the Interior duties 
of the General Poft Office ; and the extent of that obligation may Ire caliiy difeerned by attending to 
the following comparative view of the old with the new duties of this important department of public 
bufinefs. 
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OLD, 

The people employed in the inland office, 
were detained there ftoin feven or eight r/clock 
in the evening, till one, two, three, and I’omc- 
times four and five in the morning, to prepare 
the mails for going out; their corffiitotions 
fuffering all that time by the pernicious effects 
of the fmokc from 70 to ico half-pound tallow 
candles ; ^ and from fix or feven in the mornincr 
'till noon, afternoon and night, prcpaiingthc 
letters inwards for delivery, which foraerimes 
in wdntcr have not been fent out by the letter 
carriers till eight o’clock at night. 

The letter carriers walks were, many of 
them, fo extenlive, as to take up from three, 
to Hve and fix hours in fcrvii’ig, after being 
difpatchcd from the office. 

It fometimes happcncvl in winter, that mails, 
after having been detained upon the road a day, 
and fometimes twm days beyond their time, 
arrived fo late in the evening, ns not to he 
opened till the day following ; and that the 
letter carriers not having been fent out till fix, 
feven or eight o’clock at night, they could 
not, on account of the extent of their walks/ 
deliver all the letters till the day after ; fuch 
additional delays and irregularities incrcafing 
the general inconvcnicncics from the tardinefs 
of the Poft Office. 

The duty in the inland office was extremely 
ncglcftcd, and great contempt and indifference 
prevailed to proper fubordination and controiil. 
The mode iikewife of performing the duties, 
was very ill calculated either for difpatch, rc- 
fponfibility, or for the benefit of the revenue. 


7^3 

N E ll\ 

1 iic‘ liours of morning attendance are from 
fix till from nine to eleven, during the very 
worfi part of tl\e winter, and the reft of the 
year fiom fix till eight, half paft eight or nine. 
In the evening from half pill four or five till 
eight. 


Two hours in ferving, is the lime to which 
they are generally reduced, two hours and an 
half at the utmoft, including the walk from 
llie General Poft Office to the commencement 
of the delivery. 

If a mail does not arrive in time for the ge- 
neral delivery, notice is given to the letter 
carriers to wait in certain quarters of tlu; town, 
after they have done their firft duty, till the 
twelve letter carriers who fort it\ the inland 
office, arc difpatchcd to them with the con- 
tents of the late mail, for a fecond delivery. 


An entire new conftitutioii is introduced ; 
the officers are clalTcd according to their feni- 
orlty ; the moft experienced arc entrufted with 
a limited controul over the junior members, 
and rules laid down for cffe6ting a proper fub- 
ordination in the juniors. Punftuality of 
attendance is excited by rewards, which arc 
furnifficc! by fines exaded from thofe who vio- 
late neccflary rules, and u iweyrrhy and inca- 
pable pcrfoiis arc to be precluded from promo- 
tion. Clv-cks Iikewife eftablifhed for the 
greater regularity and lalctv of corrcfpondencc, 
as well as to guard the revenue. 


* It wat afeertainea in the year t 7S4. that out of loo i>eo|.Ie who had been appointed to iitnatu.-ni m theinlar4 
iifFice, there wjis not, at any one perioil, fix that had furvived it twenty years, 
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OLD. 

The letters inward were forted by the junior 
clerks of the inland office, who, being igno- 
rant of the iQWMi delivery, and indifferent how 
they did it, they were taken into the letter 
carrier’s office in a fiatc that rendered itnecef- 
fary to fort one-third of them over again ; 
which, with other obdruftions to the progrefs 
of the buhiufi, have made it as much as fx 
Iiours from the arrivnl of the li'fl mail to the 
goirig out of the letter carriers. 


If any one mall belonging to a divifion con- 
fiftrngof three, or four, or five mails, did not 
arrive for fevcral hours after the reft, the con- 
tents of thofe which arrived early, were detain- 
ed in the inland office till the lateft was brought 
in and forted, and then all the parts were lent 
into the letter carrier’s office together, which, 
by throwing fo great a quantity of letters upon 
tlie carrier’s office at a late ftage of the bufi- 
nefs, could not fail to protradt the finifliing it 
very confiderably. 

The experienced clafs of officers facrificed 
the moft important part of their time, in an 
evening, to foning and preparing newfpapers 
for conveyance; and, thereby, were utterly 
difabled fro,m fuperintending, as they ought, 
the feibordinatc people of their fcveral divi- 
fions, who were employed in taxing and 
examining letters. 

Deputy Poflmafters, if fraudulently in- 
clined, had only to return their letter-bills, 


N E fV. 

A feleaion of the moft intelligent letter- 
carriers, appointed to fort them, in the firft 
inftance, in the inland office, faves all the 
time that ufed to be loft by the rc-forting 
them in the letter-carrier’s office ; befides the 
advantage gained by the former forters being 
employed in opening and examining the con- 
tents of the bags, as the mails arrive : and 
with fo much correftnefs is this part of the 
duty performed at prefent, in confcquence of 
the regulations and difcipUnc lately intro- 
duced, that when the weather, and the ftatc 
of the roads, allow the fevcral mails to arrive 
at their appointed hours, the letter-carriers 
are very fcldom kept in the office more than 
an hour, and generally not more than three- 
quarters of an hour, after the arrival of the 
laft mail; and even when, from the badnefs 
of the roads and the weather, the earlier mails 
do not arrive fo foon as ufual, and all the 
mails croud upon the office together, as mull 
fometimes be the cafe, an hour and an half is 
the utmoft time they are kept, inftead of fix 
hours, as above deferibed. 

The bufinefs goes on progreffively, through 
all iu ftages, without interruption ; and, if 
any one of the mails does not arrive by the 
time the reft arc ready for delivery, the letter- 
carriers arc fent out, and provifion made for 
forting and delivering the contents of the late 
mail, as fooii as it docs arrive. 


A feparatc apartment is now prepared for 
forting and making-np newfpapers ; and the 
fenior officers left entirely to affift and fuper- 
intend the more important objeft of taxing 
and examining letters. 


The nightly charges to fuch Poftmafters as 
return their bills, arc doubly told ; and an 
3 inattention 
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with a memorandum that they were over- 
charged, and the deduftion required was fub- 
fcribcd to, without a poffibility of detedion, 
on account of the irregularity with which the 
charges were entered ; and, for want of a 
projjpr check, near 400 Poftinaftcrs bills have 
been returned, in one week. Tor correftionj 
the charges not agreeing, or faid not to agree, 
with the aftual amount of the letters feat. — 
Innumerable inftanccs have occurred of their 
being under-charged to the amount of loi. 
in a bill of 20K and claims for overcharges 
allowed to nearly the fame amount. 

The entry of the amount of poftage, 
chargeable upon the country Poftmafters, and 
which, in the firll inftance, is done by the 
afliflant clerk of each divifion, was neglcflcd 
to a degree fcarcely credible. Sometimes the 
amount of many of the poft towns was not 
entered at all for days together. Sometimes 
the amount of certain nights poftage charged 
to other nights, which varied conhdcrably in 
the fxnount. Sometimes the account, for 
fevcral days together, of one month, not 
entered at all under that mouth, but under 
another. Oftentimes more feparate charges 
entered in a month than there were poll days, 
and the poftage of one ninth part of the letters 
fent away, not entered at all. The day of the 
month frequently not fet down againft the 
columns which contained the charges ; even 
the name of the month did not appear j and 
many of the columns incapable of being any 
way applied or underftood. From books fo 
kept, the Accomptant-General had to make 
out the charges on the Poftmafters. 

The very great number of letters mif-fent, 
as well as of miftakes in Poftmafters’ bills, 
was chiefly owing to the clerks having, every 
bye night, between 4 and 5000, and every 
grand night, between 10 and 11,000 newf- 
papers to fort and prepare for conveyance; 
and there being no means of afeertaining to 
wl^at particular officers fuch blunders were to 
be charged ; for the fenior officers were fo 

4 ' 
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inattention to tlic article of charging, or 
making out the letter bills, dctc^lccl, by an 
examination into the Poftmafters’' returns?, 
before fo much time has elapfcd as would 
render it doubtful who prepared the fame. 


The fenior of each feparate divifion being 
made rcfponfiblc for the due performance of 
all its duties, the bills are now regularly and 
accurately entered, and every miftcharged 
ktter4)ill, as well as mif-fent letter, pofted up 
each Monday, in the Public Office. This 
duty, as well as the reft, therefore, is no longer 
fubjeft to fuch errors. 


The fckft letter-carriers, employed ui 
morning to fort letters for the town dcliverv, 
arc employed, in the evening, in forting ib.c 
newfpapcrs, which affords the fenior officers 
Icifurc to attend to the condufl: of their 
affiftants, and to fuperintend the whole biffi- 
nefs of their fcveral divlfions for which they 
arc made rcfponflblc. EtVeftual checks arc 
prepared for afeertaining the particular officer, 
% who 
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fully employed about the ncwfpapers, that 
they could pay no attention to the inaccuracies 
of their afliftants, which were too much con- 
ficlcred as things of courfc, and unavoidable* 


The amount of letter-bills inwards, paid 
and unpaid, ufed to be entered by three of 
the fenior clerks, who were allowed five 
guineas each per annum for the fame. The 
extra allowance marks that it was confidered 
t 9 be an extra duty, and to be performed after 
the ordinary duties were finifhed ; inftead of 
which it was conftantly done whilft the 
morning letters were preparing for delivery ; 
and, of courfc, the officers employed about 
it, might as well not have been there at *all, 
for any benefit of difpatch their fervices 
afforded. 

Letters, from all parts of the kingdom, 
containing money, or having money under 
feal, were continually miffing, and no means 
whatever were triedTor preventing the evil. 


There was no certain meliiod eftablilhed, 
by which it could be afeertained, whether all 
the letter bags arrived, that ought to come in 
on any particular day. A book, 'indeed, was 
kept, which was intended to anfvver fuch pur- 
pofci but the manner in which it was kept, 
entirely defeated the end, and ferved merely 
to fiicw the miftakes of the office, without 
affording any proof of ihcir being rectified, or 
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who is accountable for every mif-fent letter 
dilpatched from the office. The numbers 
chargeable to each arc written againft his 
name, and fixed' up every week in the office ; 
and, though thefe regulations have not yet 
been fo matured as to produce all the«good 
*cffefl:s they arc capable of, they have already 
reduced the number of mif-fent letters to lefs 
than half what they were before. 

This duty is now performed by the check- 
book-keeper, and his affiftant, and occupies 
four or five hours of the day that does not at 
all interfere with his other employments, nor 
occafion any additional cxpence for that par- 
ticular fcrvicc. Confidcrable advantage is alfo 
gained in expediting the morning bufinefs, 
by confining the clerks, who ufed to enter the 
bills, to the preparing the letters for deliveryr 


A check is cftabliflied, by whiclv^ it is 
fcarccly poflibic for a money-letter, addrefled 
to London, to be withheld by any one of the 
many perfons through whofe hands it muft 
pafs, from the time of its being put into the 
country office, to that of its delivery by the 
letter-carriers ; not one inflance of a loft 
money -letter, to London, having occurred 
fiiicc this regulation was adopted ; whereasr, 
formerly, frequent complaints were preferred 
every week. Further checks arc intended to 
be applied, to guard the cor re fpondcncc againft 
other frauds. 

A regular entry is made, and bags, as they 
arrive, fo accurately tnaikcd off, that it can 
be known, at any time, what bags are miffing, 
how long they have been due, and wh^t days 
fuch, as did not come in courfc, arrived at 
tht office. 


Th^ 
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fliewing whether bags, which did not arrive in 
courfc, ever came afterwards or not. 

A very confidcrahle expence w^as incurred, 
under the head of extra duty, performed by 
the people in the inland office, much of which 
was occaCloncd by granting extra pay to thofe 
who attended in the place of others, who* 
ought to, but did not attend, 'rhere have 
been inftanccs of nine, ten, and eleven abfent 
officers, who fhould have been on duty, and 
who received their pay the fame as if tlicy had 
been there, but for whom others attended, 
and were paid extra. 

The bagman, or perfon appointed to fur- 
niffi new bags, and to mend the old ones, 
was at liberty to charge as many new bags, or 
for repairing as many old ones, as he thought 
proper, tlicre being no check wdiatevcr fet 
on him. 

The want of method in entering accounts, 
refpefting the riding work, and other articles 
relative to the Poflmaftcr’s claims and allow- 
ances, occalioned great perplexity in them, 
frequent delays and difputcs, and fubjeded 
the revenue to continual injury. Upon 
examination, the books prefented feveral in- 
llanccs of payment being continued, for per- 
formance of duty,* for years after that duty 
had been transferred, and equal pay allowed 
to another. 

The mails were unprotefled, and frequently 
robbed. The expcnccs of profecution, he. 
have exceeded 40C0I. per annum. 


Tlie inland office was fo much too fmall, 
that the clerks were continually in each otlicrs 
w ay ; notwithftancling which, the window- 
man, or clerk, of the paid-letter office, had no 
Ollier place to tranfaft his bufinefs, but a feat 
in the inland office, at one of the windows 
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The cxpcnce, or extra duty, is entirely 
difallowed ; and, if one officer attend for 
another, it is either as his voluntary fub- 
ftitutc, or he is paid by the perfon for whom 
he a£ls. 


Proper perfons are appointed to examine 
all the bags, as they come in i to keep 
that arc in good condition feparate from fuch 
as want mending i to make a regular entry of 
the number, and to grant permits for all new 
bags, in the place of fuch as can be ufed no 
longer. 

By confining the attention of an able 
accomptant to the preparing new books, and 
eftablilhing a clear method of keeping regular 
entries of every thing relating to Deputy 
Poilmallers klJovvanccs, ^and by regularly 
checking tlK^m every quatter, previous to the 
making up each l^ollmaftei's account, pafl 
errors are, as far as poffiblc, c ;rie61cd, and 
the revenue guarded againft a repetition of 
them in future. 

All the mails, conveyed upon the new 
plan, aic piote<51cd by a guard, w lio is pro- 
vided with a blundcrbufs, a brace of pHlols, 
and proper auiinunition for the ufo of the 
fame. Each guard is fvvoin to his duty, and 
finds two refponrkbie bondfmen, as furctics, 
for his good behaviour. 

The office, though ftill very confined and- 
inconvenient, has been enlarged, by taking in 
part of the back yard, as far as the extent of 
that ground would admit ; and a paid-letter 
office is eiedtcd, in the fore court, where the 
bufmefs thereof is carried on, without any 

fort 
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-which opened to the Paved Coirrt, where It 
was pofTiblc to praftife fraud and collufion, in 
various ways, if he were fo inclined, and 
could not be free from continual interruption 
in his bufinefs. 

The clerks of the paid-letter office, com* 
monly called window-men, who take poftage 
for letters, return over-charges, &c. 6cc. 
ffiould be of the beft charafter for integrity, 
in a place of fuch triift, as well as profcffional 
ability, having continual enquiries to anfwer 
relative to every department of the office. 
But, though there was fo great an opening 
for fraud and collufion, character or ability 
were, in general, by no means adequately 
conlidered in this department. 

The letter-carriers, and others, employed 
to do meflengers duty, ufed to charge, at tlie 
end of every quarter, for as many attendances 
as they plcafed, as no check was employed 
againft fucU an overcharge. 
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fort of interruption, and free from the in* 
ducements to fraud, which the former fitua- 
tion of the window-xnan afforded. 

It is hoped that proper officers fill this 
•fituation ; yet, for better fecurity, fuch checks 
arc eftabliffied as inufl, in a great mcafurc, 
prevent any fraud on the revenue, even if tho 
parties were inclined to praftife it. 


A book is now kept, in which fuch per* 
fons enter their names, when they are em- 
ployed. This is examined and figned every 
day, and checks their bills at the cad of the 
quarter. 


Thus has Mr. Palmer, to the very great alid acknowledged advantage of the whole kingdom, 
given accelerated c^edition, p0c& fecurity, an affured punftuality, and an cncreafcd revenue, 
to the AdmiaiftraWn of the Gcacial Poll Office, 
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COMPREHENDING 

A fuccintl F tew of whaieve?^ is imjl remar^kahle in the commercial 'Hijlory of Europe^ 
but more particularly of the Brit'if Empire^ from the Tear 1762, (the Period at 
'ivhich Mr. Anderson fin fed bis Hifioiy^ down to the Tear 1789 inciufive. 


A 

A, n. 

^ C AT>E MY^ Royah eftablifiicd this year hy his Majefty, p. 120. 

1787 -AH Jddrefs of both Houfes of Parliament to the Throne, on the treaty of commerce between 
Great Britain and France, p, 639. 

1766 AdmintflvatiGn^ a change of, and obfcrvaiions thereon, 

1782 a change of, p. 405. V 

1^82 a change of, p. 487. 

1783 a change of, p. 478. 

1^83 a change of, p. 516, 

1765 Africa^ a bill pafled to <^pply the export trade to it with calicoes, &c. p« 72. 

1 J83 a bill paffed to fccurc and regulate the trade of, txa. p. 540. 

j y88 a bill pafled to regulate the manner of carrying flaves from the coall of, p. 677. 

1764 African Company y a bill palled for vefling Senegal, hz, in them, p. 49. 

1765 Agents for Prize Money^ a bill palR-d to regulate, p. 72. 

1774 Ale and Bcer^ amount of the excife on them for this year, p. 174^ 

1784 Aliens (joodsy petty cuftom on them difeontinued, p. 576. 

1764 America^ the Iloufe of Commons pafs a vote that it was jufl and rcquihtc to eftabihh llamp 
duties there, p. 60. 

~ the trade of it fuffers great inconvenience from the regulations of Mr, Grenville againft 
fmuggling, p.63, 64. 

1^65 preliminary obfervations on the ftamp aft which was pafled in this year, p. 60 to 66# 

— the aft for impofing {lamp duties there, repealed, p. 85, 

the declaratory aft was pafled, relative to the right of Great Britain to tax the colonies of 
America, p. 85. 

America^ 
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1767 ,tbe tcniper of its colonics at flieh'r^i^ninnr of tins year, p. icj, 106, 

an aR, pulled to impolc duties on tea, paper, paiiitei’s colours aivJ i\lafs imported Into tho 

Bi ililh I’dantations in Aniciica, ibid,. 

1768 ;; fiibllfling uncafincffcs between its colonics and Great Britain, p, 116. 

1^69 ctitical Uatcof its colonics, p. 127. 

the condiift of railianicnt with refpeft to it, ibid. 

continues tooppofe Britifh importations, p. 135. 

duty on paper, painter’s colours and glafs*, impot ted into America difeontinued, Ihid,^ 

ditto Oft tea continued, ibid, 

aficri'tbly of Mailacliufet’s Bay, its conduft to the governor, p. 146, 

ty 72 conriiuifs to excrcii'c a fpiiit of rcfirtance to Great Biitain, p. 155. ^ 

1773 condud of feme of the colonics with refpeft to tl)e imgoriation of tea from Great Bri* 

tain, p. 165. 

Emigrations from Ireland to America in this year, p. I-65-6. 

1774 the population of its principal provinces, p. 178. 

dcfigns of the Britifli government with rcfpcA to it, p. i8o* 

lefolution moved by Lord North rclpcfling any particular province or colony of it, ibid, 

a bill paired to prohibit the commerce of certain of its provinces with Great Bi itain, 

p. 181. 

a fccond hill reftraining the commerce of other of its provinces, p, 182, 

the principal events which took place there in the courfc of this year, regularly ftated, p. 1S5. 

— 5 — non- importation and non-exportation agreements took place tfiroughoul it, ibid, 

a hill pafTed to prohibit all trade and commerce with it, p, 186. 

— — the fending commiflloners thither, recommended in the ipecch from the throne, p, 190, 
I7jr6 Congrefs of, iffuing letters of marque againft the fubjefts of Great Britain, p. 192. 

— the Congrefs of, declare independence; July 4, ibid, 

— all intercourfe with it forbid by tlie Emprefs Queen, ibid, 

——all the delegates of it in Congrefs fign articles of confederation and union, Oft, 4, p, 194, 

the renunciation of its allegiance reprefented in a fpeech from the Throne, ibid. 

_ its privateers diftrefs the Britifh commerce, p. 200. 

— the Congrefs apply to France for affiftance, p. 206, 

_ Commiffioners appointed by Great Britain to treat with the Congrefs, p* 22i. 

— the independence of it acknowledged by France, ibid, 

1779 the commifiioncrs return from thence, p. 241. 

■ — obfervations on the ftatc of the war with it, ibid. 

iy3o ftatc of the war there at this period, p. 299, 300, 

— the Congrefs engage in a fecret treaty with the Dutch, p. 304. 

1^81 — ftatc of the war there, p. 327. 

the continuance of the war violently oppofed in the Houfe of Commons, p. 378. 

2^82 the Houfe of Commons addrefs the King againft the continuance of the war, p. 403. 

— various motions, &c. on the fame fubjeft, p. 404, &c. 

an accommodation with it, the great objeft of the Englifh Miniftry, p. 436. 

— the Congrefs refufe to enter into any immediate negotiation, p, 437. 

a bill pafled to enable his Majefty to conclude a peace or truce with the colonics of it, p. 459* 

1^83 — its fttuation at the clofc of the war, p. 476. 


America^ 
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1783 America^ regulations for forwarding a trade with it, p. 478. 

declaration of the King in Council relative to the commerce of Great Britain with that 
country, p. 516. 

1^84 — — an cftimatc of the inhabitants of the United States, p* 573. 

— — the bill of laft feffion continued for the better carrying on trade with, p. 575. 

—— a bill pafled for the better carrying on trade and commerce between the United States and 
Great Britain, Ac. p. 577. 

an aft pafled by the Legiflature of MaflTachufet’s, againfl exportation in Britifh fliips, 
P*S 99 - 

a bill pafled the Bi itifli Parliament to regulate the trade between Great Britain and the 
United States, p. 605. 

j^86 ——ditto, for continuing a commercial intcrcourfe wdth the United States, p. 629. 

1770 American Merchants Parliament, p. 135. 

- complain loudly of the abufes of the prohibitory aft againfl: America, p. 191. 

1763 Amjhrdam^ very confiderable bankruptcies there, p, 8» 

1764 Annuities^ a bill pafled for confolidating certain of them, p. 50. 

1777 Annuities far Lifc^ abftraft of a bill pafled for regiftering the grants of them, p, 208. 

1780 Anfiverof the Britlfli court to the declaration of the Emprefs of Ruflia refpefting the armed 
neutrality, p» 277. 

1787 Armament fitted out this year, an account of the charges of it, p. 669, 

1780 Armed Neutrality^ an account of it, p. 271, Ac. 

declaration of the Emprefs of Ruflia concerning it, p. 273. 

■ ditto of the King of Denmark, p. 274. 

ditto of the King of Sweden, p. 275. 

— anfwcr of his Britannic Majefty on the fubjeft of it to the Emprefs of Ruflia, 

p. 277. W' 

- — ditto from the King of Spain, p. 279. 

memorial of the Emprefs of Ruflia, .n the fubjeft of it to the States General, 

279, 280. 

the treaty for the conclufion of it between the refpeftive powers fpecified at large, 
281. 

■ - the Queen of Portugal refufes to accede to it, p. 303. 

1777 jtreot, Nabob of, his conneftion with the Eaft India Company, p. 202. 

,y8c examination into the nature of his debts, &c, p. 595. 

— - difference between the Eaft India Direftors and the Board of Controul, on the fubjeft of 
his debts, p. 596. , 

. motion's made in both Houfes of Parliament, relative to the conduft of the Board of Con- 
troul, refpefting his debts, ibid. 

1784 Jlrr(t of the French relative to tlic commerce of the Weft Indies^ p. 567. 

refpefting the entry of Englifh merchandize, p. 65r. 

1787 Artificert, a bill to prevent the feducing of them in the iron and fteel manufaftorics, p. 668. 

1765 Arti, Manufadures, and Commerce, Society of, eftablifticd at New York, p. 68. 

*773 41 P*y MaJUti, appointed in Birmingham and Sheffield, p. 167. 

1765 Athol, Duke of, difpofesof all his rights in the Iflc of Man to the Crown, p. 70. 

1779 Audiont and Sales, a tax laid on them, p. 262. 
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1782 Bahama taken by the Spaniards, p. 418. 

1781 Baltic, the Kkig of Denmark’s declaration icfpcfting the navigation of it, p 355.' 

1782 Bank of Jyr, a bill paffed for the furtlicr relief of perfons concerned in it, p. 438. 

- < — a bill palled for redeeming annuities granted from thence, p. 176. 

t; -. 4 Bank cfEnyJa?id, an agreement eftablifhed with them by Government for raifing certain funis 
of money, 8;C. p. 50. 

, y V 1 the Direftors give notice of their rt^ccipt of the defaced gold coin, p. 167, 

, a new charter granted to it, and the terms of fuch grant, p. 365* 

makes a call of eight per cent, on its capital flock, p. 388. 

7-85 the payment cl uvo millions to it poflponcd, p. 605. 

i77c; Bank Notes, claufe of ihc b';;l to prevent the counterfeiting them, p. 167. 
k 7f>4 Bank Stock jclt eight per cent, on the dividend iKnng railed \ per cent, for the lafl half year, p.49. 
Bankrupts^ a bill palfed to prevent frauds by them, p. 50. 

—— a bill paffed to prevent inconvenicacics from their being entitled to privilege of Parlia- 
ment, p. 50. 

1^72 — — a bill paffed to amend an sft to prevent frauds by them, p. 159. 

— a further bill to prevent the frauds of, p. 630, 

1763 at Ainilcrdam, Hamburg, See. p. 8, 

— - conjefturcs concerning the caufes of them, p. 9. 

1767 Baiky, Meal and Pulfe^ the duties on the importation of them difeominued, p. iqS.— S ee 

Corn, Grain, 

1764 Barnard^ Sir John, his death and charafter, p. 60. 

1768 Governor, altercations between him and the AiTcmbly of Maflachufet’s Bay, p. 116. 

1764 Beaver SklnSf the duties on the importation and exportation-of them regulated, p. 49. 

1776 Beer and brewed for fale in Dundee, aduty impofed on it, p. 197. 

1780 Beer^ exported from England in this year, p. 321. 

the annual quantity exported from England alone at three different periods, p, 519, 

1783 — - import and export of it into and from Ireland on two averages of three years, p. 529. 

.1782 Belligerent Powers^ flate of them, p. 439* 

1764 Bermuda, the inhabitants of it gather fait on the Turks Illands, p. 48. 

1765 Bills of Exchange and Promljfory Notes, a bill paffed to regulate them in Scotland, p. 73, 

1782 Bills of Exchange (inland), Promifpny Notes, aftampdury charged upon them, p. 459. 
j ^84 — ■ the aft charging {lamps on them amended, p. 575. 

■' a bill paffed to perpetuate two afts of George III. relative to tliem, p, 668. 

1777 Bills of Exchange^ abftraft of a bill jpafled for reftraining the negotiation of them, p. 209. 

jyyg abftraft of an aft relative to the forging the acceptances of them, p. 237. 

1764 Bills, paper, a bill paffed to prevent fuch as may be iffued in the colonics from being legal ‘ 
tender, p. 50. 

, See alfo Canada Bills* 

1763 Bills of Mortality for London and other cities and towns of Great Britain and Europe for this 
year, p. 28. 

1^64 the fame for this year, p. 60. 

1^6^ the farr\e for this year, p. 83, 

I y66 the fame for this year, p. 105, 
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. ,6, for London and oAer oWo. and toTOs of Coat Briuin and Europe for ,1.,. 


1768 — 

— ^ the 

fame 

for this 

year. 

p. 125. 

1769 — 

the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

P- * 35 * 

,770 — 

the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

P* * 43 - 

1771 — 

the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

P‘ * 55 - 

1772 — 

the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

p. 163. 

1773 — 

— . the 

fame 

for this 

year. 

p. 171. • 

,774 — 

— — - the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

p. 178. 

*775 

— the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

p. 190. 

1776 

- the 

fame 

for this 

year. 

p. 199. 

1777 

tlie 

fame 

for this 

year, 

p. 212. 

CO 

• the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

p. 241. 

*779 

— - the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

p. 265. 

1780 

the 

fame 

for tliis 

year, 

p. 326. 

1781 -■■■■■ 

the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

p. 402. 

1782 — — 

— ■ the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

p. 463. 

1783 

— — the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

P- 536- 

17S4. 

the 

lame 

for this 

year, 

p- 580. 

,785 

the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

p. hoy- 

1786 

the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

pa 628- 

,787 

■ the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

p. 669. 

178S 

>■- — the 

fame 

for this 

year, 

p. 694. 


1773 Birmingham j an A flay •mailer appointed to that place, p. 167. 

1764 Blakcy Mr, releafed from his obligation to the Society of Arts on account of the land carriage 
fiflicry, p. 45. 

a I'um of money granted him by Parliament for the encouragement of his patriotic nradcr- 

taking, p. 46.— (Sec Land Carriage Fijhcry). 

1781 Books and Paper, the amount of their exports from Ireland in one year, p. 394. 

1 782 .1 i.i.ii— the quantity exported from Ireland in tliis year, p. 443. 

jjgj 1 1 — import and export of them into and from Ireland in this year, p, 528, 

1768 Bojion, a great tumult there, p. 117. 

Bojion and New Tort, non-importation agreements entered into by them, p. 118. 

1771 the rcfiftance of its inhabitants to the officers of the revenue, accompanied with great in- 

humanity, p. 146. 

s 772 the confcqucnces of the arrival of ffiips laden with tea, p. 165. 

1774 Port bill, p. 71. 

1776 fupplies fentto the Britiffi army there, p. 195- 

1776 Bojion, in Lincolnjhire, a bill for regulating pilots, and preventtng mifclhcfby fire in that poit, 

p. 197. 

1786 Bounties, a bill to prevent frauds in obtaining them, p. 630. 

1788 Bourdcaux, the number of vcdels which entered its port in tliis year, p. 692. 

*765 BriJIol, the number of fliips which were entered inwards and cleared outwards from thence in 
this year, p. 97. 
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AN ALPHABETICAL AND 

A. D. 

1773 Brijioly the importation of fugars into that port in this year, p* 166. 

— a bill paffcd to remove the danger of fire among fhips in that port, p. 197. 

1785 Bnti/h Fi/heries^ refolutions moved in the Houfc of Commons on the fubjeft of them, p. 597. 

— a bill brought into Parliament relative to them, p. 598. 

a bill pafled for the further encouragement of them, p. 605. 

jy86 a bill for the ftill further encouragement ofthem, p. 630. — (Sec Herring Fijhery^ lie,) 

1783 Brlujh Shipping greatly cncreafed by excluding the American fhipping, p, 520, &c. 

1786 Britijh Society^ incorporated by aft of Parliament, for extending the filhcrics of the kingdom, 

Ac, p. 630- 

1784 Britijh Spirits^ a bill pafled for the better regulation of the making and vending ofthem, &c* 

P-S 77 - 

Britijh and Foreign Spirits^ a bill pafled for deftroying them after condemnation, p. 577.^(Scc 
SpiritsJ* 

1765 Bugles, a bill pafled to encourage the importation of them, p. 72. 

1764 Buildings, a bill palTed for regulating them, and preventing fires, p, 49. 

a bill pafled to amend the above aft, p. 98. 

1775 Bunker s Hill, the aftion of, p. 185. 

1773 Bure, the river, in Norfolk, a bill pafled for extending its navigation, p* 167. 

'775 Furke, Edmund, moves his conciliatory propofitions relative to America, p, 184. 

1764 Butcher's Meat, the high price of it referred to a committee of the Houfc of Commons, p. 46, 

. . ' — ' examination of perfons before the committee on that fubjeft, ibid* 

I — the price of it advanced at this time, and the fuppofed caufe, p* 156# 

1783 Butter, Irlfti and Englifli, annual quantity exported from England at 3 different periods, p. 519, 
1779 Fyron, Admiral, his arrival in the Weft Indies, and conduft, p. 251. 

c. 

1776 Caijfe JEJeompte, or Difcount-officc, cftablifhed at Paris, p. 196. 

an account of its failure, p. 522. 

1774 Caldcrs, the river, a bill pafled for improving the navigation of it, p. 176. 

1765 Calicoes, a hill pafled to export them to Africa, p. 72. 

5783 the quantity of them imported into Ireland on two averages of three years, p' 526. 

Britilh and Irifli, bounties granted thereon, p, 538. 

1777 Calico Printers and Dyers, allowed to employ journeymen who have not ferved a regular ap- 

prenticcfhip to the trade, p. 208. 

1787 Calico Manufacturers of Great Britain and the Eaji India Company, the competition between 

them ftated at large, p. 654, Ac. 

1764 Cambric, a bill pafled to encourage the Brltifh manufafturc of it, p. 50. 

, abill paired to prevent the wearing of foreign, p. 109. 

1763 Canada, judgment pronounced at Paris againft perfons employed there by the King of France, 
for mal-adminiftration, p. 10. 

1763 Canada Bills, application made concerning them to the King of France, by the Britilh mer- 
chants, ibid* 

the French King’s arret concerning them, p. 71* 

,^56 finally fettled, p. 86 , 87. 

1782 Canada Sales, the amount of them in this year, p, 441, 

1^83 the fame in this year, p. 521. 
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A. D* 

1784 Canada Bilh^ the amount of them in this year, p. 568. 

1785 the fame in this year, p. 598. 

iy86 the fame in this year, p. 627, 

1766 Canals a navigable one made from Little Gevendraeth river, in Caermartlienfliire, p. 97, 
—- the fame from the river Severn, near Tilton Bridge, p. 98. 

the fame from Wilden Ferry, StafFordlhirc, &c ibid. 

iy68 the fame from the river Forth to the Clyde, in Scotland, p. 122. 

the fame from Birmingham to Bilftoii, he. ibid.^ 

the fame from Oxford to Coventry, p. 131. 

lyyo «_ the fame from Leeds to Liverpool, p. 139. 

— the fame from the river Dee to Nantwich, p. 158. 

lyyj — the fame from the fpring near Skipton in Yorkfhirc, &c. p, i67, 

177s — the fame to Oxford, he. p. 188. 

— • the fame from coal mines at Apedalc in StafFordfliirc, &c. ibid. 
iyy6 — — - the fame from Stourbridge, in Worccftcrfliirc, p. 197. 

the fame from Hider’s Green in the County of Stafford, 8cc. p. 539, 

1^83 — — the fame from the Trent to the Mcrfcy, improved and enlarged, p. 538. 

— the fame from the Thames near Lcachlade, he. ibid. 

Canals of Leeds and Liverpool confolidated, p. 5^9. 

1782 Candlesy the quantity exported from Ruffiain this year, p. 441, 

1784 wax, certain duties on them repealed, and other duties granted in lieu thereof, p, 577 

duties granted on licences to make or fell them, ibid. 

1781 Cape of Good Hope, an account of the expedition to attack that fettlemcnt, p. 368. 

*775 Cards and Dice, the number of them (lamped this year, p. 187. 

1779 Cargo of a Spanilh (hip taken by the Dart privateer, p. 259. 

1787 Cargoes, a particular account of thofe returned from Peter(burgli in this year, p. 657, 

Carolina, houth, produce of it entered for exportation dir ing a certain period, p, 7. 

1765 Cattle, live, free exportation of them allowed from Ireland, he. p. 72. 
jyyi —— the exportation of them prohibited, he. p. 150. 

iy»j 2 — — the annual account of the fale of them at Smithfield for forty years, p, 156, 

17^4 — number of, fold in Smithfield in this year, p. 175. 

1787 Chamber of Manufadiurers petition Parliament, p. 6*2- 

1780 Charlejlown taken from the Americans by General Clinton, p. 299. 

*775 Chatham, Earl of, his motion to recall the troops iVom Hofton, p. 179 , 

offers a bill to the Houle of Lords to fettle the troubles of America, ibid. 
jyy8 — his death, p. 231. 

1780 exported in this year, p, 321. 

1^83 — — the annual quantity exported from England alone at three different periods, p. 519, 

1766 Chelmer, the river, made navigable from Malden to Chelmsford, p, 98. 

1776 Chejler^ a bill paffed for creding light-lioufcs, he^ in that port, p. 197. 

1787 Chinuy the number and tonnage of Britifh India (hips laden there for the feafon 1786-7, p, 666,^ 

the quantity and forts of tea imported in this year from tlicnce, p, 667. 

the amount of filver fent annually from England to that country for three years, ibid. 

1777 C/ay, tobacco-pipe, allowed to be exported to the Weft India lilands, p. 207. 

*775 Clockworthy William, his Icttcrs-patent for making Porcelain enlarged, p, 188 , 
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A. 

tyji Cloths^ an account of the quantity manufaflured lit the Weft Riding of Yorkfhire from 1745 
to 1770, p. 146. 

the number of broads milled in the Weft Ridhig of Yorkfliirc for a certain number of 
years, p. 147. 

— ditto of narrows, ihid* 

the number of pieces made daring the years 1769 and 1770, HkJ, 

*769 Clydcy the river, a bill paffed for improving its navigation, p. 131. 

1774 Coach Duty, its amount for this year, p. 175. , 

jyyg the fame for this year, p. 231. 

^776 Coach Jd, abftraff of it, p. 197. 

1765 Coals, a bill paflTed to grant duties on the exportation of them, p. 72. 

j ^56 further regulations to prevent frauds in the meafurement of them, p, 98* 

1773 the amount of their importation into London in this year, p. 16&. 

j yyy the quantity imported to London in this year, p. 207. 

further regulations to prevent frauds in the raeafurcnicnt of them, p. 207. 

lyjQ tar produced from coal, p, 260. 

1780 — the annual importation of tliem into London for ten years, p. 321* 

1 78 5 a bill paffecl for the better fecuring the duties cn them, p. 605. 
l[yS3 — — an account of them iji each port of England in this year, p. 691. 

— the quantity of them imported into London fm three fucceflivc years, p, 692, 

— exported from Great Britain for two fuccclhve years, ibid, 

1785 Coal Trade, combinations of the fhip owners and oiiiers concerned in it, p, 6oo, 

notice ferved by the water bailiff of Londo n he coal faftors, &c. in confcquence of 
combinations concerning it, ih^d. 

brief hiftory of, and obfervations upon it, p* 701,— appendix) — (See Newcqftle, l^c,) 

1782 Cochineal, table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Britain for two diftinft 

years, with the names of the places from whence and to which fuch imports and exports 
arc made, p, 450. 

— the quantity of it imported into and exported from England for ten years, p. 454. 

— — ditto into and from Scotland, p. 45 5. 

1783 Cocoa Kuts a bill paffed to encourage the growth of them in the Plantations, p. 539. 

1784 inland duty on them taken off, p. 577, 

, Codhcck Brook, in Yorkfhire, a bill palled to render it navigable, p. 109, . 

1780 Coffee, a hill paffed to regulate the drawbacks on it, p. 323, 

j;- 82 table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Britain, for twodlftinft years, 

with the names of the places from whence and to which fuch imports and exports arc made, 
P- 4 SI- 

I ^83 — a bill paffed to encourage the growth of it in the Plantations, p, 539. 

1^84 the inland duties of it taken off, p. 577. 

1769 Coinage of Money, a bill paffed to continue the duties for encouraging it, p. 131. 

1771 Coin, copper, a bill paffed to prevent the counterfeiting it, p. 15C3* 

*773 sold, abill paffed to prevent the counterfeiting, &c. of it, p. 167. 

recommended to the attention of Parliament in the fpeech from the throne, p. 171* 

— — relolution of the Houie of Commons concerning it, p, 175. 

* ■ deficient in weight, the amount of it paid into the Bank, ibid. 

Cohfp 



CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX. 

A* D« 

1774 Coin, goW, a bill paffed for regulating the weights to be ufcd in weighing it, p. 176, 

fum for the rccoinage of it, iifid, 

quantity of it iffued llncc the year 17.72, p. 187. 

J776 regulated by proclamation, p. 194. 

1778 an account of the quantity brought into the Mint from Great Britain and Ireland by 

the fcvcral proclamations, with cxpcnces of rccoinage, &c. p. 236. 

1780 Coin, new regulation relative to the exportation of it into Ireland, p. 323. . 

1764 Colonics, abftraA of the aft for granting certain duties on goods in them, and encouraging 
trade to the Sugar 1 Hands, p, 51. 
a bill pafl'cd for regulating o'*' lain duties in them, &c. p. 98. 

* 7 73 amount of tea confumed in them before the importation duties were queftioned, p, 165. 

(he annual amount and value of the fhipping at this time built in them, ilfid, (Seethe 

rjy] Indjes, Jn icrica, isic.J 

1781 Combined Fleet of France and Spain enter the Channel, p. 370. 

return to port without executing any ciUerprize, p. 371, 

1780 Commerce, a chronological tabic of it in Great Britain, from the Reftoration to this year, 

p. 322. 

1786 Commerce and Navigation, treaty of, between the Courts of London and Vcrfaillcs, p. 614, 

1787 — debated in Pailiament, p, 632, eke.— (See Treaties, bfcj 

^ 775 CommiJJioners, the lending them to America recommended in the fpeech from the throne, p. 190* 
X7y8 appointed to treat with Congiefs on the means of quieting the difturbanecs of Ame- 

rica, p. 221. 

»■' arrive at Philadelphia, the ill fuccefs of their embalTy, p. 227. 

— of Public Accoujits,— (See Public Accounts). 

1784 Commutation Ml, the hilloiy and principles of it, p. 550, See. 

Coney Skins and Cloney kVool, the exportation of them prohibited, p. 576, 

1774 Congrefs, firft general one held at Philadelphia, p, 173. — {"See. America) . 

1785 Conful General, John Temple, Efq; received in that charaAer from Great Britain by the Con- 

grefs of America, p. 600. 

1782 Contraitors with (jovci anient, abftraft of an aft for rcftraiiiing them from fitting in Parlia- 

ment, p. 459. 

1786 Convention between the Courts of London and Madrid, p. 613, 

J787 — . — between his Britannic Majefty and the Moft Chriftian King, in conformity to certain 
articles of the Treaty of Comme rce, p. 647, 

relative to the meaning ut the ihiiteenth article of the treaty of peace ligneJ at Ver-^ 
failles, September 3, 1783, p. 649. 

1781 Convoys, Weft Indian and American, outward and homeward bound, cfcaped the combined 

fleets in the Channel, p. 37 u 

1780 Comvay, General, his unfuccefsful attempt to bring in a bill to compofe the troubles in Ame- 

rica, p* 295. 

Cook, Captain James, feme account of his voyages, p* 317, &c, 

1781 Cootc, Sir Eyre, rcftorcs our affairs in the Carnatic, p. 361. 

Copper Plate Engravings, appendix), advancement in that branch, p. 697. 

1780 Copper, a bill to prevent the carrying it in Ihects coaftways, p. 323. 

7 7 S Copy -right in certain books confirmed to the Colleges of Eton, W eftminftcr and Wincheftcr, p . 1 88 
3 * ■ • Cordage, 



AN ALPHABETICAL AND 

A. ». 

1785 Cordage^ a bill pafled to regulate the manufafturc of it for fliipping, p. 605. 

1786 Britifh made, a bill to allow bounties on the exportation of, p. 630. 

1765 Corn^ a bill pafled to enable his Majcfty to prohibit the exportation of it, p. 73. 

ditto, to allow the free importation of it, &c. ibid. 

iy66 a bill pafled to prohibit the exportation of, &c. p. 97* 

addrefles from London, Briftol, Norwich, &c. on the high price of it, ibid. 

— his Majefty addrefled by both Houfes to continue the embargo on it, ibid. 

lyby __ iiis Majcfty empowered to permit the further importation of it, &c, p* 109. 
iy68 certain laws relative to it continued, p. 122. 

1770 — abftraft of an aft for regiftcring the prices of it, &c. 138. 
lyy 1 the imports and exports of it in this year, p. 232. 

j[yy2 bill pafled theCommons, altered by the Lords, and finally rejefted by theComftionSjp.i^y, 

a former aft amended relative to the exportation of it, p. 158. 

lyy^ a bill pafled to regulate the importation and exportation of it, p. 167. 

jyy^ a bill pafled to regulate the prices of its imports and exports, p* 176. 

t77S account of its exports and imports from the year 1770, p. 187. 

1787 Britifh, the quantity exported in this year, p. 667. 

— foreign, imported and exported during the fame period, ibid* 

1772 Corn and Grain table of exportation from England during five years, with the bounties, 
prices, 6cc, p. 157, 158. 

n M -' - - — the exportation of it allowed to tlie Sugar Colonies, &c. p. 176. 

— Indian, the importation of it allowed, ibid. 

lyyg the imports and exports of it into and from Great Britain, &c. from 1771 to 1778# 

with the bounties, drawbacks and duties, p- 232. 

the average prices of it in England and Wales from 1771 to 1778, p* 236* 

" " ■■■■ ■ " allowed to be imported to Newfoundland, &c. p, 237. 

1779 — a table of their imports and exports for this year, with the bounties, duties, draw- 

backs, and average prices, p, 260. 
iy8o — the fame for this year, p. 320. 

■ — a bounty allowed on the exportation of them, &c. p. 323* 

j jgj n their imports and exports, &c. in this year, p- 396. 

jySa the fame for this year, p. 444^ 

1783 — ^ — — their imports and exports in this year, p. 536. 

1784 — the fame for this year, p, 574. 

an account of the quantity exported from and Imported into England during this 

year, p. 602. 

- ditto from and into Scotland, p. 603. 

■ bounties on the exports of them from England, ibid. 

— drawbacks on them, ibid. 

■ bounties on the exports of them from Scotland, ibid. 

■ ■ duties on the importation of them into England and Scotland, ibid. 

average prices of them in England and Wales, ibid. 

jy86 ' ■ tlieir exports and imports, &c. from and to England and Scotland, p. 628. 

lygS . ' imports and exports of them during this year, p. 694.— (Sec Grain^ Whtau Sarhfi 

JHye, Mcal^ fsfcj 
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A. H. 

1783 Corn and Meal, import and export of tbern into and from Ireland on two averages of three 

years, p. 529. 

1784 Corn Spirits, quantity of them made in Scotland, with their difpofal, from 177810 1784, 

p. 569. 

1785 ■ part of an aft repealed relating to the diftillalion of them in Scotland, p. 6o5.--(Scc 
Spirits, Britijh Spirits, Dijlillery, tsfc.J 

1786 CornJVaJh, duty on it from Midfummer 1749 to Midfummer 1786, p. 627.~-(Sec Spirits, 

DlJiUkry. • 

1781 Cornwallh^ Earl of, his military progrefs and final furrender, p. 376, See. 

1768 Corjica^ treaty concluded between France and Genoa for the cefiion of it, p. i2i. 

declaration of the French King to the inhabitants of it, ihid. 

1774 Cotton Manufactures^ the exportation of utenfils employed in them prohibited, p. 176. 

1778 Cotton Yarn manufaftured in Ireland, the importation of it allowed, p. 237% 

1779 (Cotton IVooly certain duties on it difeontinued, p* 262. 

1781 Cotton and Cotton Fabrics^ theexport of them from Ireland in this year, p. 393. 

Cotton and Cotton WooU certain duties on the importation of it, p. 398. 

1782 Cotton Yarn Manufactures^ their exports from Ireland in this year, p. 442. 

1783 Cotton IVool^ Cotton Yarn^ tstc. the quantity of them imported into Ireland on two averages ol 

three years, p. 520. 

Cotton^ mixtures of, the quantity of them imported into Ireland on two averages of three years, 
p. 526. . 

Colton Tarn, i^c. mixtures of, the exportation of it from Ireland, for three years, 527. 

Cotton and Flax, a bill palled to encourage the manufafturc of them, p, 539. 

1785 Cotton Stuffs, duties arc laid on them, p. 605. 

1786 Cotton, a bill to encourage the manufafturc of it, p. 630. 

1769 Coventry, a navigable canal from thence to Oxford, p. 131. 

1767 Council, orders of, relative to grain, &c. p, no. 

1 785 Courts of Confcience, a bill palTcd for regulating them in the bills of mortality, p. 605, 

^765 Cumberland, Duke of, his death and charafter, p. 71. 

1777 Currants and Prunes, damaged, the duties on them regulated, p. 208. 

1783 Currants, the importation of them prohibited in fmall packages, p. 537. 

1769 Cujloms, a bill pafled for the better fecuring tlie duties of them, p. 131. 

lyS; the conlblidation of them debated in Parliament, p. 640, &c, 

the grofs receipt and neat produce of Uicm for two years, p. 658. 

1 786 Cujlom and Excife Laws, a bill pafled to continue them in certain cafes, p. 630. 

1787 Cujloms and Excife, a bill pafled to repeal certain duties on them, &c. p. 667. 

1763 Cyder Ad, abftraftofit, p. 4. 

— — — occafions much public dilTatisfaftlon, p. 6, 

proteft entered againlt it in the Houfc of Lords, ibid. 

Cyder and Perry, abftraft of the explanatory aft concerning the duties laid on them, &c. 
p. so. 

■ the aft for laying additional duties on them amended, p. 49. 

1766 Qir/fr u^(Sf repealed, p. 86. 
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1768 Danizifkt the number of vcfTcls which arrived there this year, p. i22> 

1 78a the fame in this year, p. 441. 

— (Sec National DcbtJ, 

1766 Declaratory Jb'f, relative to America, pafled, p. 85, 86. 

J786 Deeds and IVritirigs^ a bill for the more cafy proof of their execution in Great Britain and the 
Eaft Indie?, p. 630. 

1781 Demcrary and Ijlequiboy the fcttleinents of, taken from the Dutch, p. 330. 

1^82 re-taken by the French, p. 414, 

1780 Denmark, King bf, his declaration concerning the armed neutrality, p. 274. 

1781 — the fame, refpefting the navigation of the Baltic, p, 355. 

1^8 K , — his proclamation for encouraging the Whale Fifhe«y m his kingdom, See. p. 598- 

1779 DijTilkrs, private, a lull pafTcd to prevent frauds by them, p. 26a, 

1788 of corn, in London and Scotland, petition Parliament, p, 673. 

17S4 Djlilloy, revenue arihng from it, from 176410 1784, p. 568. 

1785 revenue arifii^g from that of corn in England, for a certain period, p, 601. 

ditto, from tliat of mclalTes, p. 602. 

1785 the number of gallons contained in the ftills, S<c. in the fcveral collcftlons of 

England and Wales, p. 600. 

1-86 revenue arihng from it, In F.nglarul, in the years 1785 and 1786, p. 627. 

1778 Dominica, the iflancl of, taken by the French, p. 227. 

1787 a bill to allow the import and export of certain goods, tlierc, p. 668. 

1763 Dublin Society, patriotic conduft of it, p. 9. 

1776 Dundee, a duty impofed on beer and ale V^rewed there for falc, p. 197. 

1776 Dutch Eajt India Company, the flate of it, p. 196, 

1781 Mcrchanlmen, great numbers of them taken by Englil'h privateers, p. 329. 

1782 Settlements, fevcral of them taken on the coail of Africa, by Capt. Shirley, p. 41 S* 

— . Fi/?jery, — (See IVhalc Fijhery, — Herring Fijhcry, isfr . — and Holland.) 

1763 Duties, additional ones, impofed in this year, p, 24. 

I the fame, in this year, p. 55 - 

1765 the fame, in this year, p. 76, 

1^66 the fame, in this year, p. 100. 

the fame, in this year, p. 112. 

1768 the fame, in this year, p. 125. 

1^69 the fame, in tliis year, p. 153. 

jyyo — the fame, in this year, p. 141. 

the ftme, in this year, p. 152. 

I the fame, in this year, p. 178.— -(For the fucceeding years, fee IFays and Means J 

i^y4 on imports and exports, at the Cuftom-Houfe, Dublin, for one year, p. 174,— 

(See Ireland.) 

American, a bill palled to put them into the bands of CommilTioncrs, p. no. 

1787 Tariff of, to be paid on certain merchandizes, conformable to an Arret of the French 

K^ng, dated thc/>th of May, p. 652. 

Rates of the flamp duty, in ranee, on commercial inllrunients, p. 653. 

1786 Duty, an c(j[ualizing one, on fpirits diftilled in Scotland, and brought into England, p. 674. 

Drapery^, 



CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX, 

A. n. 

1781 Dinp,'ry, the quantity of it exported from Great-Britaiii to Ireland, in this year p -’O'- - 
(See fFoollcH Cloth,— Ireland, isfe. ’ ^ 

1786 Draiubacks, a hill to prevent fraudulent praaiccs in obtaining them, he. p. 630. 

1777 Dyers and Calico Primes, allowed to employ jo-arncymen, who have not ferved a regnh- 
apprcniiccfliip to the trade, p* 208. 

1783 Dy'in^, a bill pafied to prevent, abufes in the trade of, p. 538. 

m 

‘ E. 

1775 Earthen 'ii'Dccy painted, a cci tain kind of it permitted to be imported, p, 188. 

1764 EiiJEJndks, unfavourable nc^'^s iiroiight from thence, by the Lapwing Packet, p* 44, 

1781 — — — State of the (ioveriinicnt there, at this period, p. 339. 

Petitions fioiii ihciicc to Parliament, p. 341. 

an account of the war carried on there, p. 3 59, 

AiTairs in the Carnatic reftored by Sir Eyre Coote, p. 361. 

1782 vState of the war there, by fea and land, p. 410. 

178 - the expedition into the Canara country, under General Matthews, fome account of, 

he, p. 482, 483, he. 

an account of the war there continued, p* 482, .5cc, 

an account of the peace arrived at Madras, July 4th, p* 485. 

17S6 a bill for regulating the trials of perfous accufed of committing certain offences 

tliere, p. 630. 

a bill paffed for tlie more cafy proof of the execution of deeds and writings there, 

p. 630. 

1787 Eafi India BUI, of 1784, generally called Mr. Pitt's Bill, petitioned againft by the inhabitant’ 
of Fort William, in Bengal, p. 646. 

1764 Eaji India Company, Englifh, very violent dobates, on the unfivoiirable intelligence from the 
Eaft- Indies, p. 45. 

7767 the conduft of Parliament with refpeft to llicm, p. 107. 

propofals from them accepted by Parliament, Hud. 

hills brought into the Houfc of Commons concerning them,' p. loS. 

—petition the Houfc of Commons againil one of thefe bills, with the arguiiien'" 

thereon, ibid, 

a bill paiTcd to regulate their dividends, p, 109. 

the lame, to eflablifli an agreement between them and Government, Ibid, 

I7h8 a fccond hill, to reftrain their dividends, paffed both Houfes, p. 1 19, 

— the Dircflors rcfolve to prevent the falc of the command of lliips in iliLir fcrvicjy 

p. 120. 

— . a ballot, at the India Houfc, on the fubjed of tlirir re venues, :b:,L 

1:769 — negotiation between them and Government, p. t ?,8. 

their fubfecjucnt agreement with Cjovcrnmcnt, HUd, 

fend out an extraordinary commiffion to India, p, 129. 

— the circumftances of it at this period, ibid, 

T770 determine the half year’s dividend, at 6 per cent. p. 135. 

a bill paffed for regulating perfons employed in its fcrvicc, p. 138. 

'■ 4 Z 2 £,,,7 



>11? ALPHABETICAL A 1^ D 

A. 

Eqft India Company^ a bill paflcd to reftrain them from appointing fopefvifors, for a limited 
time» p. 159. 

the afi^airs of it recommended to Parliament^ in the fpeech from the Throne^ 
P- * 55 * 

Selcft Committee appointed to enquire into the ftate of it, &c. ;bld. 

the afFaiis of, particularly* recommended to Parliament, in the fpccch from tho 

^ Throne, p. 163. 

lyyo — ■■■■■ — ■ — a Committee of Secrecy appointed "for taking its affairs into confidcration ; their 
firft report, ibid* 

difeuflions in Parliament relative to them, ibid* 

petition Parliament for a loan, which is granted, ibid* 

~ — ■—> — refolutions in Parliament concerning them, p 164. 

contents of a bill, pafled for the better management of their affairs in India, as w^cll 

as in Europe, ibid. 

its lituation at this time, p. 191. 

— a bill pafled for fomc further regulation of its affairs, p. 207. 

their conduft on Lord PigoPs depofition from the government of Madras, p. 203. 

— — fome account of that event, ibid* 

jyyg a bill paffed for veiling in them certain territorial acquifitions, 5 cc. p 262. 

give a bounty for railing men, and building three 74 gun fliij^s, for the public 

fervice, p. 259, 

I j8o a bill pafled for continuing the pofleffion of its territorial acquifitions, &c, &c, &c, 

P- 3 ^ 3 * 

— — lituation of it at this time, p, 295. 

lySi a bill palled for granting them, for a further terra, the exclufive trade to and from 

the Eaft Indies, p, 398. 

— propolitions concerning it offered by the Minillcr to the Houfe of Commons, &c* 
P- 3 ^ 3 - 

the Hate of it at this time, p. 365. 

1782 fome account of it at this time, p. 409. 

t7&3 — its treaty with the Mahrattas, p, 479. 

abllrafts of two bills brought into the Houfe of Commons, by Mr. Charles Fox, 

for regulating their affairs at home and abroad, with the debates in Parliament thereon, 
P* 5 ^ 7 1 508, &c. 

a bill pafled to indemnify tl^em in certain cafes, &c, p. 538, 

1784 Mr. Pitt brings in a bill for the regulation of their affairs, p. 543. 

— — abftra <9 of the bill, p. 543, 544. 

debates on it, and its rejeftion, p. 544, 545. 

Mr. Pitt brings in another bill for its relief ; abftraft of it, and the debates there- 
upon, carried by a great majority, p 563, 564, kc. 

further time allowed them to fulfil their engagements with the public, p. 575. 

— ^ bill pafled for the relief thereof, &c. p. 577, 

*785 the orders of the Direaors relative to the debts of the Nabob of Arcot, rejeaedby 

the Board of ControuJ, p. 596. 

motions in both Houfes, on the condud of the Board of Controul, ibid* 

Ecijt 



CHUOJ^OLOGICAL 

m* 

1786 Eq/l India Company, a bill paflcd for the regulation of it, p. 629. 

‘heir exclufive power to nominate the Governor-General and 
Council of Fort William, &c. ibU. 

■ * hilt to ctinblc it to raife money by the fale of annuities, &c. p. 630. 

1787 the Committee for hearing the Bengal petition, agaiijft Mr. Pitt’s bill, dilTolved, 
p. 6 .( 7 - 

the number and tonnage of its /hips, Kiden in China, for the feafon, 1786 -7, p. 666. 

1788 the Board of Controul for the .affairs of it, are veiled, by an aft of Parliament, with 

certain powers relative to the cxpcnce of raifing and fending troops to the Eaft Indies, 
p. 675, 676. 

- • refolutions rcfpeftlng it agreed to in the Houfe of Commons, p. 676. 

1785 Eaji India DviMots, difference between them and the Board of Controul relative to the debts 
of the Nabob of Arcot, p. 50 . 

1480 EaJl and H'efl India Fleets, the greater part of them taken, p. 303. 

■— obfervation on that event, Und. 

1766 EaJl India Goods, a bill paffed for regulating the duties on certain kinds of tlwm, when ex- 
ported from Great Britain, p. 98. 

1781 the quantity of them imported into Ireland from Great Britain in this year, 

P- 395 - 

1782 exported from Great Britain to Ireland in one year, p. 443. 

178^ . . imported into Ireland, p. 530. 

J777 EaJi India Ships, a bill paffed to prevent the clandeftine unfhipping of goods from on board 
them, p. 207. 

1781 ... ■■■ ■ Dutch, fevcral taken by Commodore Johnftone, &c. p. 369. 

1764 EaJl India Stock fell fourteen per cent, on account of unfavourable news from the Eaft Indies, 


p. 44. 

1772 the number, &c. of its proprietors, p. 166 . — (Sez FundsJ. 

1780 EaJl India Trade, a bill paffed to fccure it to Brilifh fubjefts, p. 323. 

1787 - the flatc of it, p. 666. ‘ 

Ebony, a bill paffed relative to the duties on it, p. 668. 

1776 £^/v<7 of the King of Portugal, pioliibitipg an intercourfc with the Americans, p, 193. 

1778 Embargo laid on French fhipping in the Britifh ports, p. 226. 

England,— {Sec Great Britain.J 

1777 Engrrrjers, a bill paffed to fecure their property in the engraving branch, p. 207. 

1778 Engravins^s, copper plate, vatt increafe in the trade and exportation of them, (appendix) p. 697. 

1763 Europe, brief obfervations on the ftale of it, p. 29. 

EiJlatia,~"iScc St* liujlatia)* 

1764 Exchequer Bills ro the amount of a million, taken by the Bank, p. 52. 

1772 Excife, a bill paffed to prevent frauds in the revenue of it, p. 159. 

1774 the revenue of it for this year, p. 174. 

178 (5 a b' II palFd tt> transfer certain of its duties, he. p. 605. 

1786 ExcHe and Cu/loms, a bill pafted to repeal certain duties on them, &c. p. 667.— (See C;(/ 7 e«j 0 
Exaje and Cuftom Laws, a bill paffed to continue them in certain cafes, p. 630. 

Exports, — (See Imports J, 

at Falkland's 
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N A L P H A B E T I C A I. AND 

F. 

J771 Falkuifurs an accoi^nt of them, p. 143. 

explanation with the Court of Spain concerning the right to the polTcnion of them, 

p. 144* 

Ills Majcfly’s declaration in his fpccch from the throne concerning the concluft of 
Spain relative to tlicm, ibui» 

p/ivcn up hy Spain to Clrcat Rritain, ihtfU 

the account of them i)y Mr. 'I'honias h'alkncr, an Rnglilh Jeiuit, coniraJi£ls the 
favourable reprefentation given by Conimocioic Byron, p. 146. 

17^^ 5 /’O f, Pcrqu:jitt:s, is'e. a bill paih’d to examine into the abufes of, and to regulate fneh as arc 
received in ccifain puldic offieci;, p. Ootj. 

1786 a bill palTcd for a turther examination into the faid al^iufes, &:c. p. 630, 

1773 />wj, bills palled for draining of them, p. 167. 

1764 Fircs^ a bill palled for tlic prevention of them, p. 49. 

an account of Mr. Hartley’s invention for preferving buildings from fire, p. 194. —(See 

1775 t^iuantity of it now confumed in London, p* 1S4. 

1780 pickled, the tjuautity exported from England alone in this year, p. 321. 

1783 pickled, the quantity exported from England alone during three years, at diflant periods, 

p, 51S. 

1 786 Fi/^ct les, a bhl pafled for the more cfFcfflual encouragement of them, p. 6:50. 

the fame for incorporating the Britifh Society forextending them, &:c. ibid. 

37S7 — — a bill paiTed to enforce further regulations, he. p. 667. 

1784 Fijhcrics of Scciiundi a bill brought into Parliament relative to them, p. 567, 

of Lough S-ivil/y , — (See Lough Svi'llJy)^ 

(Sec If'haU Ffhery^ LJeu found laud Fijhcry^ Hnrlng FiJJjcry^ FlJJuryy nithara 

Fijhcyy^ Jiijh Fijhcry). 

1783 Flandn s, Hate of tlie trade of Great Britain witli that country, p. 637. 

1787 Lhifks, wine and oil, a bill relative to tlic duties on them, p. 6b8. 

1764 Fla.x, rough and undreiUd, a bounty granted on the importation of it from the Bfitilli Ameri- 
can (/olonics, p, 50. 

1770 a fund ellabliflicd for the encouragement of it, p. 137. 

1786 a bill to allow a bounty on the imporlaiion of it from the Brilifli American Colonies, 

p. 630. 

a bill to encourage the manufa-Sf ure of it, Ib'id. 

— — a bill to encourage the growth of it, ibid. 

,787 an account of, imported to fevcral towns in Great Britain, p. 657. 

the quantity of it imported from Ruffia to feveral principal commercial towns in England 

and Ireland in this year, ibid. 

1781 Flax and Flax Seed, allowed to be imported into Great Britain and Ireland, p. 398. 

1770 F/ax Seed, a bounty on importing it into Ireland, p. 197. 

1781 the value of, annually imported into Ireland, p. 389, 

783 Flax and Cotton, a bill pafled to encourage the manufafturea of them, p. 539* 

^"85 Florence Jf LUC, ilie duties on the importation of it regulated, &c. p* 605. 

Flour ^ — (See Corn Crain, 
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France^ its ordinance relative to the Weft India Iflands, p, 71. 

Its Eaft India Company become bankrupts, p. 128. 

•— — its commerce greatly diftretlccl, p. 129. 

the number of pariflics, and calculation of births in that kingdom, p. 171. 

temporizing concluft of it, p. 201. 

— — declaration of, to the Court of London, acknowledging the independence of the United 
States of America, p. 222* 

— — ilFucs an order to feize all the Britifh fliipping in its ports, p. 226. 

— — its declaration relative to tlic navijiaiion of neutral vcflcls, p. 256. 

— • its ordinance in favour of C'^rtain diftriftsof Holland, p. 258. 

projeds an invafign of EnglancU ihid. 

endeavours to engage Spain to join in lire waragainfl Great'Britain, p. 247. 

condiuft of Spain thereupon, thhL 

its fituation at tlie dole of the war, p. 476. 

a decree of the Kijig of, concerning the importation of certain foreign goods, &c. p. 599 

the deficiency of its finaitces, p. 689. 

the commercial treaty with it. — (See TreaUcs). 

1 pKmcc and Spain, the combined 6ects of, enter the Channel, See. p. 259. 

Frauds, a bill paffod to prevent them in certain manufaftures, p. 176. 

French fflnes^ additional duties on them, p. 4. 

Sh/ppini^ an embargo laid on it in the Kritifli ports, p. 226. 

Levant Trade, a particular account of it, p. 657. 

I'nzi\ the quantity of it exported from Ireland in this year, p. 393. 

the quantity exported from Ireland during three years, p. 525. 

, Funds, public, a table of the variation of their prices for this year, 261. 

, the fame for this year, p. 319* 

the fame for this year, p. 397. 

the fame for this year, p. ^58* 

the fame for this year, p. 537. 

the fame for this year, p. 575. 

the fame for this year, p. 603. 

the fame for tjiis year, p. 629. 

the fame for tliis year, p, 668. 

the fame for this year, p, 694. 

Fudians, certain duties arc laid on them, p. 605. 

G. 

Gage, General, arrives in America, p. 118. 

Gauzesy filk, bounty regulated by law on tlie exportation of tlicm, p. 605. 

Geary, Admiral, takes twelve fail of French merchantmen, p* 3 ^ 3 * 

Geneva, ftate of its donieftic troubles, p. 387. 

its conftitution fubverted, p. 440^ 

many of its citizens propofc to fix their refidence in Ireland, p. 441 ‘ 

rcfolutlon of the Irifh volunteers in favour of iu refugees, tbtd. 

[ — _ agents from thence in Ireland, p. 5 ^ 3 * n. • t 1 t 

• Genovre, the commifliouers font from them treated Avith great refpeft in Ireland, p. 594. 

► * Geneve 



AK ALPHABEriCAX:- AND 


A. D. 

1785 Genetic fe,, a tra< 5 \ of land granted them in the county of Waterford, p* 594. 

rt Tons why the fcheme of their colonizing in Ireland proved abortive^ ihid^ 

ol>iervations thereon, ihid, 

1787 Gcticva, foreign, a bill relative to the duties on it, p, 668. 

1763 Grorgia^ exports of it during one year, p. 8. 

1781 G^rmanyy Lmperor of, makes Oftend a free port, p. 375. 

— — — eftabliihes regulations concerning the navigation of the Netherlands, ibid. 

— — — acced" to the armed neutrality, ibid. * 

1787 Hate o'l the trade of Great ihitain with that country, p. 637* 

1780 Gibraltar^ ftate of it at this time, p. 302. 

the efforts of Spain againft it ineffcftual, p. 366. 

— • — the diftreffes of the garrifon tlefcribed, ibid, 

— a moft gallant fally from thence deferibed, p, 367. 

1782 the grand attack of thlr. fortrefs, on the 13th of September, by the united force of Franco 

and Spain deferibed, p- 418, 

relieved by a fleet under the command of Lord Howe, p. 419. 

1780 Glafs Afanufabiuic of Ireland, obfervations. on it, p. 288. 

3781 GUifs exported from Ireland in this year, p* 394. 

1782 — — export of it from Ireland in this year, p. 443. 

17S3 — — the average import ofit intolreland for tlirccycars, p. 528. 

lyg; imported, a bill to grant certain duties on it, p. 668. — {Sec Plate GlafsJ 

1766 Gloves and MittSy a bill paffcd to prohibit the importation of them, p. 98, 

1775 Glover y Richard, appears as agent for the Weft India planters and merchants at the bar of the 
Houfc of Commons, p. 182. 

Goat Skins, raw., the importation of them allowed, p. i88* 

Gold,— (See Coin J. 

1767 Grain, orders of Council relative to it, p. no. 

prices of, per quarter, at Bear Key, p. 157. 

„ — (Wheat, Barley, Oats,) a table of its prices for fifteen fucceflive years, ibid. — (Sec Cortt^ 
ffheat, ^c.) 

Creafe. — (See Hog" s Lord, Tallouo). 

1781 Great Britainy ftate of it, at the commencement of this year, p. 327. 

1783 — its fliuation at the clofc of the war, p. 476. 

1787 its trade with the principal countries of Europe, p. 636. 

1771 Greenland Fi/hery, the number of ftiips, &c. employed by the Dutch in this year, p. 150* 

thd bounty On the tonnage continued, ibid, 

a bill pafled to extend it,. See. p. 323. 

jjgb new regulatis>ns ofit, p. 612, 

a biH for the encouragement ofit, p. 630. 

1^87 — —— an account of it, p. 657. 

1764 Grenada^ Grenadinesy <:^c, a falc of lands in them advertifed by royal proclamatiafi, p. 46. 

1780 — a bill palled loprotcfl goods the growth of thoE iflands on board neutral veflels^ 

&c. p. 323. 

Ifland of, its furrendcr to the French, p. 252. 

1787 — — a bill to allow the import and export of certain goods therein, p. 668 . 


CrenvilU, 
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A. T). 

1765 Grenville, Mr. George, his charafter and talents, p. 62. 

1^69 Guernfey, goods permitted to be exported from thence to Newfoundland, p. 131. 

J7C5 Gim Senegal, andGum Arabic, a hill paffedto alter the duties, ike. on thefe articles, p. 73 * 

1774 Gum Senegal, the duties on the exportation of it reduced, p. 176. 

Gunpowder, Anm, iAc. a proclamation ill'ucd prohibiting the exportation of them, &c. p. 175. 


H. 

X784 Hare Skins and Hate IVool, the cxportatioivof them prohibited, p. 576. 

Harrlf on, Mr. John, the inventor of the celebrated Time-keeper for difcovering the longi- 
tude, his death, p. 196. 

1777 Hartley, David, Elq; his patent, for the invention of iron plates to prevent fires, enlarged, p. 207. 
1786 Haji'tngs, Warren, Efq; charges agai nil. him debated in the Houfc ot Commons, p. 612. 

1^87 charges renewed agai nil him, p. 647. 

. jiis impeachment voted by the Houle of Commons, iltd. 

impeached at the bar of the lloufe of Lords, ibid. 

1767 Hats, anadditional duty on the importation of chofe made of chip, ftraw, cane, he. p. 109. 

j tl,c number of them exported from Ireland in this year, p. 394. 

number of them exported from Ireland in this year, p. 443. 

I jgj _™ import and export of them into and from Ireland in this. year, p. 5*8- 
j»g_^ the export of them in this year from Ireland to America, p. 571. 

1777 Hat Manufofiory, a bill palTcd to eftablilli regulations in it, p. 207. 

1785 Hay, the exportation of it prohibited for a certain time, p. 606. 

,,86 a bill to limit the exportation of it, p. 629. , ^ ^ . 

1764 Hrm/, a bounty granted on the importation of it and undrefled flax, from the Britiih Ame- 

rican Colonics, p. 50* 

, , 6 - premium granted for the encouragement of it, p. i lO. 

, -,0 a fund eftablilhcd for the encouragement of it, p. 137. 

a bourity granted for the importation of it from Ireland, p. 261. 

,,86 a bill to encourage the growth of it, p. 630. 

'' jjiU ,0 allow a bounty on the importation of it from the Britilli American colonies, dnd. 

g quantity of it imported to feveral principal commercial towns in England, p. 657, 

',76^^ Hermoine, La, a Spanifli fhip, the cargo of it, when condemned as a prize, p. 13. 

^ — diflribution of the net proceeds of it, p. 15. 

176c a bill paired to encourage It, p. 72. 

,,,2 - a bill paired to encourage it on the coafts of the Iflc of Man, p. 159. 

white, a bill palled for the encouragement of it, p. 261. 

178I Herrings, the quantity exported from Ireland to the Well Judies m tins year, p. S 24 -(See 
Fi/hery, Briiijh Fijhery, kAc,) 

Hides raw allowed to be imported from Ireland and Ameiic.i, p. I jl. 

!«? iaw a bill relative to the importation of them from Ireland and Britifh America, p. 668. 
1781 Hides, rav,, and Skins, the importation of them allowed from Ireland and the Britiflr Planta- 
tions in America, p. 398. 

.,68 ,hcE»lrf, .ppotatea.heM An.».ai. Secw.t,, p. ,.7. 

1786 Hv'i .Ml todifcontinut *= ?■ 830. 
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3780 IloHafuU a puvatc treaty formed hctwceii that Republic and the United States of America, 
p, 304. ■ . 

lyOl debates in Parlianicrt on the war entered into againftit, p. 337. 

^ dircoments there on account ot thclofles fuftained by the war with Great Brltaioi p« 343. 

•— capplics to fcvcral nortiKrn couils for ajhftance, p. 344, 

Hate ofit at llfis tinic» p. 347. 

a furpcnllon of bofliiiiics with that power, propofeJ by the Biitlfli court, and refufed, 

p. 417. 

1783 fufpenfioa of licftiiitics, hc^ between that Republic and Great Britain, p. 475 * 

— — Its fitiiation at the clof'c of tbt war, p. 476. 

1787 — — the Hate of its trade witliC/rcat Biitain, p. 637. 

— — ( DiHch^ States General). 

3774 HopSy the amount of the duty on them this year, p. 174. 

1776 the amount of this year’s duty on them, p. 197. 

1780 new regulation on the exportation of them into Ireland, p. 323. 

3786 a hill to regulate the exportation of, p. 629, 

1780 Ihpcy Thomas, Efq; the death and charafter of that eminent merchant, p* 37.2. 

1773 JSLr/eSj the iiLuiiber of them exported during a certain period, p. 166. 

1770 Hoit fe cj Commons^ order of, for the redemption of certain annuities, p. 135. 

^ 1766 Houfes^ IVindoves^ the duties on thenr extended, p. 98. 

1776 a method of preXerving them from fire, by David Hartley, Efq; p, 194. 

a duty impofed on them, p, 237* 

1779 empty ones, the number of them in the city of London at this time, p. 260^ 

jiyS I _ — the number of them in certain principal towns, p. 388* 

ty84 the number of them in Great Britain and Wales, p. 551* 

Inhabited, feveral duties thereon repealed, p. 577 , — [Set Buildings). 

1776 Hcwcy Lord Vifeount and General, appointed coiimiiifioncrs to rcftorc peace, &c, in America, 
p. 192. 

1782 Hudfons Bay Company, feveral oftheir fcttlements, kc. deftroyed by a French fquadion, p. 418* 
1767 Hul/y the river, a bill pafled to improve its navigation in Yorklhire, p. 109. 

1780 Hurricane, a moft dreadful one in the Weft Indies, p, 336, 

I. 

3774 Jamaica, certain free ports cftabliflied there, p* 176. 

the fafe arrival of the fleet from thence, p. 259. 

1780 the planters and merchants intcrefted in that ifland, petition Parliament for its proteftion, 

p. 290. 

jygi — — - feveral laws for the cftablilhingfrce ports in that ifland continued, p. 398* 

a bill to allow the import and export of certain goods therein, p* 668. 

1781 Jamaica and Barbadoes, an account of the Ioffes fuftained by them from the hurricane, p* 357# 
1765 Janfen, Sir Stephen Theodore, his cha rafter, P..69. 

3769 Jerfey and Guernfey, goods permitted to be exported from thence to Newfoundland, p. 131* 
1779 Jet fey, Iflcof, a fruitlels attempt to feize it by the French, p, 251* 

attacked by the French, p. 328. 

preferved by the gallant conduft of Major Pierfon, p. 329* 


Imports 
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1763 Imports and Exports into and from Great Britain, tables of them every fifth year, from the be- 

ginnuig of the prefent century to this year, with the names of the places, &c. having coa- 
mcrcial mtcrcourfe with Great Britain, from p. 3010 44*^ 

1764 tabic of the fame for this year, p. 59. 

1765 the fame for this year, p. 82. 

1766 the fame for this year, p. 104* 

1767 the fame for this year, p. 115. 

1768 the fame for this year, p. 126, * 

1769 — the fame for this year, p. i:»4. 

1770 the fame for this year, p. 142. 

1771 the fame for this year, p, 154. 

1772 — — the fame for this year, p. 162. 

1772 year, p. 170. 

1782 — — — the fame for this year, p*457* 

1783 the fame for this year, p, 535. 

17S4 the fame for this year, p. 579. 

1785 the fame for this year, p. 604. 

1774 the amount of the duties on them at the Cuftom-houfc in Dublin, for one year, 

P. ^ 74 - 

1782 table of them into and from Scotland, for two years, diftinguiflxing each year and 

place, p. 456* 

*783 between England and Ireland, p. 531, &c. 

“ — — between Scotland and Ireland, p. 533, &c. 

1788 annual totals of them from 1700 to the year 1787, p. 692, 693, 

1766 Indemnity^ an aft ot, pafTcd in favour ot fuch as had incurred penalties on account of the Stamp 
Aft, p. 86. 

1774 Indian Corn^ the importation of allowed, p. 176.— (See ConzA 

1770 IndliQ, an aft continued for encouraging the culture of it in the Rrltifh Plantations, p. 1^7, 

1781 the quantity of it imported from the Eaft Indies in this year, p. 395. 

1782 the quantity of it imported into England from India, p. 441. 

annually exported from America on an average of three years, thid, 

— — table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Iii:itain, for two diftinft 
years, with the names of the places from whence and to wdfich fuch imports and exports 
were made, p. 449, 

^ ~ — the quantity of it imported into and exported from England, for ten years, p. 454. 

— — — ditto into and from Scotland, p. 455. 

1778 Inlayid Kilh of Exchange^ a (lamp duty charged upon them, p. 459. 

1772 Infolvcnt Debtors^ ^h\\\ palled to render the payment of their creditors more equal, in 
Scotland, p* 139. 

J785 a bill pafltd for the relief of them in certain cafes, p. 629^ 

1787 Injolvencyy a bill of; debated In the Houfc of Lords, p* 645. 

— bill thrown out, p. 646. 

1774 I^f^rances on Lives^ a hill paffed for the better regulation of them, p. 176. 

1782 Infurance of Ships^ the flate of it at this time, p. 441. 

Jnfurances agaiiift lofs by fire, a duty charged on them, p. 459. 

5 B at 
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1785 Infurcmces^ abillpaffed for regulating fuch as are made onfhips, goods, &c. p. 605. 

Inventims^ mechanical, fcvcral ufcful ones, (Appendix) p. 707, &c. 

176 5 Journcymeriy a bill pafled to prevent combinations among thcin» p, 72* 

iy66 and JppYeniices^ a bill pafled for the better regulation of them, p. 98, 

j[y68 new regulations for them within the bills of mortality, p* 122. 

1763 Ireland^ fums granted by the Houfc of Commons of that kingdom for promoting its trade, ma- 
nufafturcs and commerce, p. 10. 

I a bill pafled to prevent frauds in the trade between that country and Great Britain, p, 159, 

1778 — — a committee of the whole Houfe of Commons to confider of the trade of it, p. 224* 

— conduft and debates of Parliament on the fubjeft of it, p. 224, &c. 

jyy^ fufFcrs from the American war, p. 242, 243, 

difpofitioii of the Englilh Parliament to afford relief to its trade, ihtd. 

— — obfervations on the ftatc of its trade, and the effeft of it on the After kingdom, p. 244, 245. 
the bufinefs of relieving it taken up in the Houfe of Lords, but put off to another feffion, 

P- 245. 

— non-importation refolutions agreed to in Dublin, J). 246. 

— — ditto at Waterford, Ihld^ 

ferious complaints from thence, p* 252, 253. 
military aflbeiations take place there, p. 254. 

— the Britifti Mutiny Bill denied to have any validity there, ibid, 

— ^ a free commerce the objeft of that kingdom, p. 255. 

the relief of it recommended in thefpecch from the throne, ibid, 

conclu£\: of the Britifh Government with refpe^t to it, ibid, 

a bill pafled to grant a free trade, &c. to it, p. 262. 
lygo — a bill pafled to allow a free trade between that kingdom and the Britifh Colonics, p. 285, 

obfervations on the trade and commerce of it, p. 286, 287. 

new regulations for the importation of Britifli coin into that kingdom, p. 323. 

ditto on the importation of hops, ibid* 

— goods from the Levant Seas allowed to be imported to or exported from that kingdom, ib^ 
lygi — the value and ftatc of its imports from Great Britain in this year, p. 394. 

the fpirit of the people at this period, p. 385. 

iy82 the new miniftry very favourable to it, p. 406. 

— • refolutions of the volunteers at Dungannon, ibid, 

— meflage from his Majcfty to Parliament on the fubjeft of it, p. 407. 

a declaration of rights, moved by Mr. Grattan, in the form of an addrefs to the King, * 
and carried, p. 408. 

> — - the Parliament of, vote Mr, Grattan 50,000!. for his public fcrvices, ibid, 

the Britifh Parliament renounces its right to legiflatc in that kingdom, &c. p. 409* 

I the Houfe of Commons of, vote roo,oool. for the purpofc of raifing 20,000 Irifh feamcn 

for the fcrvice of the navy, ibid* 

the quantity of Aflatic produce, &c. imported there from Great Britain in this year, 

P- 44-3- 

jyg^ the increnfe of its herring fifticry flated, p. 524. 

1784 abllraft of the hereditary revenue and additional duties of that kingdom, for one year, 

p, 572.— (See Provifions, 


Irijb 
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785 Ireland, certain refolutions paflTed by the Houfc of Commons of, p. 580, &c. 

Irijh Propojiucm, debates on them in the Parliament of Ireland, p, 591, 

: bill, founded on them, brought into the Houfc of Commons of Ireland, p. 592. 

■ ‘ couduft of the Iriih Miniller thereon, p. 594% 

— an account of them, p. 580. 

debated in the Britifir Parliament, p. 582, 5S3. 

report of the Committee of Council on them, p. 584. 

" ' ' oppofition of the Britifh merchants and maiiufafturers to them, p, 586* 

- petitions againft them, p. 587. 

as altered and enlarged by the Britifli Parliament, p. 587, 588. 

arguments for and againft them, p. 591. 

a bill, founded on them, brought into the Britifh Houfc of Commons, p. 593. 

1784 Iri/h Fijhcry, account of it in this year, p. 571 —(See Lou^h Swllly, Herring Fijhery, isfej 
1769 Iron, certain drawbacks on the exportation of difeontinued, p. 131/ 

i^8r an account of its importation from Ruiliaand Sweden, p. 395. 

1782 — — importation of it into Ireland on two averages of three years, p.527. 

1784 — — import of it from Pcterlburg alone into Ireland in this year, p. 371. 

1787 an account of it imported to fcveral towns in Great Britain, p. 657. 

1781 and Iron IVare^ the amount of their exportation this year from Ireland, p. 392* 

1782 — export of it from Ireland in this year, p. 443. 

1 783 — exports of them into Ireland on two averages of three years, p. 527. 

1787 Iron and Steel Manujatiorm, a bill to prevent the exportation of tools and utcnills, See, ufed in. 
them, p. 668. 

1 764 IJle of Man, an order of Council to prevent fmuggling on the coafts of it, p. 48. 

1763 — the fovereignty of it annexed by purchafe to the crown of Great Britain, p. 70, 

— « abftraft of thcafl of Parliament pafled for annexing it to the crown, ibid* 

1767 — a billpafied for regulating the niauufa< 3 :ures there, p. J09. 

1771 — a bill pafled for preferving its harbours, p. 130. 

1772 — - a bill pafled to encourage the herring filhery on its coafts, p. 139, 

1780 — a bill pafled for regulating its trade, &c. p. 323. 

K. 

1781 Kempenfeh, Admiral, takes a confidcrablc part of a valuable French convoy, p. 383* 

1766 Knitted Stockings, a bill paflTed to prevent the fraudulent marking of them, p. 98. 

1768 Koningsberg, the number of veflels which arrived in this year, p. 122. 

U 

1779 Lace Mann faSlory, the wages of its workmen regulated, p. 262.. 

1767 Land Tax reduced to three fllil lings in the pound, p. 109. 

1771 raifedto four fhillings in the pound, p. 132. 

1764 Lands, faie of, in Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica, St, Vincent and Tobago, advcrtifcd by 

royal proclamation, p. 4^» 
conditions of the falc, ibidm 

17S3 amount of them in England, p. 521. 

inccclcfiaftical preferment, p. 522.. 


Land 
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Jl* w* 

1763 Land Carriage T'ljhcty^ thcftateofit, p. la. 

oppofition made to it, &c. p« ' 3 * * 1 ^ 

, 783 UM^ and BaUaJiag‘ of the river Thames, feveral afts for the regulation of it 

4 so LauLs, Henry, appointed ambaffador from the American Congrefs to the States General, 

!_^taken, with all his papers, by Captain Keppelof the Veftal frigate, ihi. 

committed to the T ower, Wid. 

*764 Latui enatlcd in this year relative to trade and dommercc, p. 49. 

the fame in this year, p. 72. 

the fame in this year, p. 97. 

,-67 the fame in this year, p. 109. 

J768 the fame in this year, p. 122. 

1769 ■ - the fame in this year, p. 13 1* 

J770 the fame in this year, p. 137. 

J771 — — , the fame in this year, p. 150. * 

,772 the fame in this year, p. 159. 


,772 the fame in this year, p. 159. 

J772 the fame in this year, p. 167. 

J77_^ — — the fame in this year, p. 176. 

J77J the fame in this year, p. 1S7. 

1776 the fame in this year, p. 197. 

1777 the fame in this year, p. 207. 

J778 ___ the famc in this year, p. 237. 

J77g the fame in this year, p. 261. 

1780 — — the fame in this year, p. 323. 

1781 the fame in this year, p. 397. 

J782 the fame in this year, p. 458. 

J783 the fame in this year, p. 537. , 

,784 the fame in this year, p. 575. 

278^ the fame in this year, p. 605. 

2786 the fame in this year, p. 629. 

1787 the fame in this year, p. 667. 

1766 Leathery a bill pafled to encourage the manufaaure of it, p. 98. 

278^ a bill pafll-d to continue certain aas for the encouragement of its manufafturc in England 

and Scotland, p. 576. 

1779 Lee, river, a bill pafled for the prefervation of it, p. 262. 

1764 Letters, abflraa of tlie a£t for preventing abufes of the privilege of franking them, &c. p. 51. 

average annual amount of the portage of fuch as arc franked, ibid. 

— new regulations in the portage of them, ibid. 

,765 abrtraa of an aa for regulating the portage of them, p. 72. 

2784 additional rates granted on the conveyance of them; and certain regulations to prevent 

frauds and abufes in fending and receiving them free of portage, p. 577. 

2^87 a bill to crtablirti the conveyance of them between Milford Haven and Waterford, p. 667, 

[Set Pojiage, F oft Office, i^c.) 

1777 Letters »f Marque, granted againft the rebellious colonics, p. 207. 

1780 Levant Seas, goods from tlience allowed to be imported into or exported from Ireland, p. 323. 

Levant 
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J781 Levant and Mediterranean Seas^ the importation of goods from certain towns on their coafls aU 
lowed, p. 3r8. 

1 7S7 7 rdde, F rcnch, a particular account of it, p. 657* 

1775 Lexifi^tojt, engagement at, p. 184, 

177^) L/pJjt HoafeSy a bill pafFd for creding Micm in the port of Chcflcr, p. 197, 

1766 Linen, Ruiha, the duties on the importarlon of it regulated, p. 

1-767 foieign, certain duties granted on it, p. 109. 

J770 liritilli and liifh, the bounty on exporting them conrinued, p* 137* 

foreign, additional duties gj anted on the importation of tlicMii, ihid. 

J771 .... thcc]uantity of it exported from Ireland for feventy yca»-'-, p,. 147* 

the cxpoJts of it dccrcafe, ihld. 

Brltlfh and Iridi, the ejuantity of both exported from England fiom the commencement 
ofthc bounty to tills year inclufivc, p. 148. 

accounts of the quantity flampod in Scotland at certain period?, ildd. 

foreign, the quantity imported into England from 176:^ to 1771, with the duties paid 

therco!\, p, 149. 

jy74 ilatc ofthc imports and exports of it at diiTcrcut periods, p. 174. 

its trade dccreafed in Ireland, ihld, 

jySo the qnnntity of it exported from Ireland to Spain and Portugal in tins year, p. qa?. 

Irilli and Pritiih, various accounts of the imports and exports into and from Great Bri- 
tain, as hated in the reports ofthc Board of T'radc, p. 390, 393. 

J78r the quantity of it exported from Ireland, fofeign countries and the colonies for one year, 

P- 39 :b 

—— clucked, the annual exportation ofit from London and the out-ports, Ihld^ 

j)rohihitccl by Portugal to be imported from Ireland, p. 394. 

Hate of its manufafturc and trade in Portugal, . 7 //// 

1782 the quantity of it exported from Ireland to Great Britain in one year, p, 442. 

quantity of it exported to every other country, ihld. 

the (piantity and value of it exported in this year from Ireland to Great Britain, p. 524* 

ditto to every other country, ibid. 

— the ilate of its trade between Scotland and Ireland, p. 534. 

— Kriliili and liilh, bounties granted thereon, p. 538. 

1784 printed, painted, llained, he. additional duties laid on them, he. p. 576, 

quantity of it imported in this year to England, p. 571. 

5785 printed, a bill paffod relative to the duties on them, p. 605. 

1787 Irilh and Britilh,a hill to grant a bounty on the exportation of certain of them, p, 66S. 

a bill to encourage the art of defigningand printing them, p. 668. 

1763 Linen Cloth ftamped in Scotland for fale during certain pciiods, p. 10. 

J771 Linen 7'arpi^ the quantity of it exported from Ireland tor Icventy years, p. 147. 

exports of it decreafe, ibid. 

the quantity ofit exported from Ireland to Great Britain in this year, p. 393. 

1774 Linen ManufaHory, theftateof it referred to a committee of the Iloufe of Commons, p. 173, 

decreafe ofit in Scorlatid, ibid. 

J779 a bill paired to encourage it in Ireland, p. 261. , 

3780 Limn Manufaiiurcoi Ireland, obfervations on it, p. 287. 
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1787 DJhony the Hiipping which arrived there in this year, p, 6 ,6. 

^^88 the number of vcffcls wdiich arrived there in this year, p. 69a. 

1766 Liverpool^ the number of (hips which were entered inwards and cleared outwards there in this 
yt'ar, p, 97. 

a bill paflTcd to regulate pilots in that portj ibid. 

^7^54 Lopwoody a temporary interruption to our cutters in the Bay of Honduras, p. 47. 

conda6t of the Court of Spain on reprefentations being made by the Britiflt Minifteron 

the fubjed, ibid, 

1766 Londoriy a bill pallid for the improvement of tillage in the neighbourhood of it, p. 97. 

,787 Britilh and liifli manufaaurcs and produce entered outward from Uicncc, for one week, 

&c. p. 654. 

— French nianufa£turcs and produce entered inwards during the fame period, (Sec 

of Mortality^ Population^ isfef 

1765 icwV^r^/i'jthcBoardof it give loool. to Mr. Witchel for the invention of a marine table, p. 71. 

a hill pafTcd for encouraging the difeovery of it, p. 72. 

lyyo — the fcvcral afts explained and amended for rewarding the difeovery of it, p. 138, 

a bill pafled to grant rewards for the difeovery of it, p. 323. 

1^81 — ; reward continued for the difeovery of it, p. 398. 

177S Lottnks^ abhraft of an aft for regulating them, p. 237. 

1779 keepers of the offices regulated, p. 261. , 

1787 — a bill pafled againft unlawful ones, p, 667. 

1782 Lottery Offices^ a bill paflTcd to regulate !hc keepers of them, andthcfalc of tickets, p. 459. 

1780 Lough Swillyy an account of its fifhery during this year, p. 321. 

1781 the ftate of itsfilhcry in this year, p. 394. 

1784 Low Wines and Spirits for home confumption, the duties upon them difeontinued for a limited 
time, p.S77* 

1784 Lumber^ current prices of it in Jamaica at this time, and the preceding year, p. 555. 

— — average prices of it ten years previous to the war, p. 577. 

prices of it at Philadelphia, &c. p. 557, &c. 

great quantities may foon be had from Nova Scotia, p. 559. 

—— further information on the fubjeft of it, ibid. 

M, 

Machines^ for the flocking and woollen manufaftures, &c. invented, (Appendix) p. 707, 
Machiney Arkwight’s, feme account of, (Appendix) ibid, 

1765 Maddevy a bill pafled to encourage the growth of it in Great Britain, p. 7^* 

1777 MadrasyVi revolution in thatlcttlemcnt, p. 202. 

1787 Malaga^ the fhipping which arrived therein this year, p, 656. 

1768 Malty certain quantities of it in his Majefty’s warchoufes exported, p. 12a. 

1770 the further exportation of it allowed, p, 137. 

Mancheftcry (See Cottony Lineny ^c.) 

1780 Manifejio of his Britannic Majefty againft the Dutch, 

obfervations refulting from it, p. 315. 

1786 Manifejis^ a bill for the regulation of them, p. 630. 

1774 Manufaduresy a bill pafled to prevent frauds in certain of them, p. 176* 

1783 — the annual produce of the principal ones fpecified, p. 522* 

S 
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1787 Manufa^urfs and Proi/«rr, Britllh and Ii ifli, entered outwards at the port of London forFrartHln 
for one week, &.c, p. 654. 

French, imported at the port of London during the fame period, ibid^ 

— of the European dominions of trance, a bill palTed to permit the im- 
portation of them, p, 668. 

1785 Maniifaflutersy a bill pafledto prevent the feduftion of them into foreign countries, p. 606, 

X787 — — Chamber of, its petition to Parliament, p. 63a. 

1763 Marine Society ^ patriotic conduft of it, p. 

1774 AfaJfachufeC s Bay^ the province of, a bill pafled fgr fuppreffing tumults there, p, 17?,. 

—its fpirit of rcfiftancc to Government ftated in the fpecch from the Throne, 


p. 179*. 


^775 


the laws made relative to it incfFc£\iiaJ, Ibid. — (See America) n 


1783 Matthews^ General, his expedition ifito the Canarce Countiy, an account of it, p. 482, &c. 
Alcat^ ( See Butcher s Mcat^ ProviJionSy tfc), 

Afechanical Inventions, aji account oH'cveral, (Appendix) p. 707. 

1783 Afedicincs, flamp duties granted on them, p. 540, 

1765 Alcdltctraman Trade, proclamation relative to pafles ufed therein, p. 70, 

Seas, the duty of one per cent, on goods imported from thence in unqualified 

fliips, difeontinued, p. 576- 

17S2 quantity of, ir\iporlcd into and exported from England for ten years, p. 452. 

.■ ' — into and from Scotland, p. 455> 

1777 Memorial of Sir Jofeph Yorke to the States General relative to the illicit commerce at St. Eu- 
flatius, and the anfwcr, p. 204, 205. 

J— prtfented by Sir Jofeph Yorke to the States General, on their conduft to Great Britain, 


1780 


268. 


■ prefented by Sir Jofeph Yorke to tlae States General, on the fccrct treaty of amity and 


n2* 


1781 


commerce, bctwxen their Republic and America, p- 
— a fecond prefented on the fame fubjeff, p- 313. 

of the merchants of St. Chrifioplicr^s, &c. to Sir George Rodney and General Vaughan, 

relative to their property in St. Eullatius, p. 330. 

-11 -- - the anfwers of the Britifli commanders theieto, p. 33^* 

prefented to the States General by Sir James Harris, &c. p. 600. 


1785 — 

1778 certain of their Ioffes ftaied, &c. p* 223. 

1787 Methuen rreatv not afftaed by the treaty with France, p. 635. 

Milford Haven, a bill to eftablilh packets between that place and Waterford in Ireland, p. 667, 
1770 Minchead, a bill pafled for contlmiiag the powers to keep it in repair, p. 137. 

1781 Minorca, attacked by the French and Spaniards,, p. 369. 

1782 furrendered, Feb. 5, p. 4»4« . 

*778 Alint, the quantity of gold coin brought into it from Great Britain and Ireland, by thefcvcral 
proclamations, p. 236.— -(See CoinJ, 

Money,— [See Coin). 

Mont ferret, —{See St. Chrijltpher^s). 

1769 Moorings, a bill pafled for the prefervation of them in harbours, p. 

1775 Morocco, Emperor of, ftateofhis navy, p. 187. 

Mortality, annual bills of,— (See Bills of Mortality). 
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i*]b% Afoifrnings, public, reduced to one half their ufual time, p» 120* 

1774 Aiujllns^ the quantity imported into Dublin in this year, p, 174. 

1783 the quantity of them Imported into Ireland on two averages of three years, p, 526, 

a bill pafTcd to alter the duties and diaw'backs on them, p. 539, 

1785 — — certain duties are laid on them, p. 605. 

1787 Aiujlin and Calico ManufaHurcs of Great Biiiain and the Eaft India Company, the competition 
between them dated at large, p, 654, &c, 

J782 Afufquho ShorCf fuccefles of the EngliJli there,' p. 418, 

^ N- 

1785 Nal>oh of Jlrcot, the* date of his debts referred by Parliament to the Direftors of the Eaft India 

Company, p. 594. — At cot ^ EnJI India Company)* , . 

1775 Natiiuckcty an account of its fifli^ry, p. 182, 

1763 Nailcnal Dck, an account of it to the 5th of January, &c. p. 26, 

tlic lame for this year, p. 58. 

1^65 the fame for this year, p. 102, 

1768 the fame for this year, p. 124. 

an account of it by Dr. Price from 1739 to I 775 » ?• ^ 9 ^* 

1786 a bill padl'd for the reduftion of it, p, 629. 

an account of it to the j5th of January p. 631. — (See IVays and Aleans), 

Naval Stores, a bill to regulate the importation of them from the Britilh colonics in Amcric:^ 
p. 630. 

Navigation Laves, new regulations of them, p. 609. 

— — a bill piid’cd for the increafe of, p. 630.— (See Shipping, Captain Cooi, lAcf 

7781 Navy, a comparative view of that of Great Britain with the other powers of Europe, p. 328. 
1785 Navy Bills, iAc, funded, p. 605. 

/781 Nccker, Monlicur, an account of his treatife en the French finances, p. 386. 

Negapainam taken by Sir Edward Hughes and General Munro, p. 409. 

1(769 Ntgto Sbves, the number of tliem purchafed this year by the European nations, p. 130. 

3773 certain durlcs laid on them, p. 169. — {vSec Slaves), 

Nevis, — (See St. Chrifiophcr'^s), 

NevtraUty , — (See Armed Ncutt ality)* 

1768 NtvjcajUc, the number of diips cleared from thence daring this year, p, 121. 

^^'69 the dune this year, p. T30. 

1770 the fame this year, p, 136, 

31*77 I the dune this year, p. 1 50. 

J772 the fame this year, p. 158. 

J772 the lame this yenr, p, 167. 

the lame this year, p. 175. 

jyy- _ — the fame this year, p. 187* 

jyyb the fame this year, p. iq;, 

;iyy8 the fame this year, p. 231. 

2yy(^ the fame this year, p. 259. 

1780 — . tlie fame this year, ]>. 321. — (See CooU Ships* 

1775 Kc‘ce England Ftfjtry, an account of it, p. iSi, 
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A, n. 

die french attempt to encroach on our filliery, but arc prevcfitcd by Adauial 
Pal lifer, p. yi. 

1769 goods permitted to be imported tljcre from Guernfey and Jeriby, p; 13?, 

^774 die exportari^jn to it ofbilcuit and peas allowed, p. 176. 

fcai city of provifior.s there, p. 595. 

Admiral CarnpbeiJ’s conduA tliercon, 

a bill brought into Parliament to relieve it, //»/./. 

obfei vatlons on the mode of rcricving it, ibid, • 

; ^ regulate die trade between that iiland and the United States oi Anw- 

rica, p, 605. 

1^86 new regulations of its fiflicry, p. 612. 

a hill to regulate the trade between that ifland and the United States of North Arne- 

rica, p. 6:9. 

a bill to amend the laws for the fifbery there, p. 629. 

1707 the trade between the United States of America and tliat ifland allowed to continue^ 

P- 

) 77 5 Niu>/o!n.d!ahd feme fialcmcnt of it at this time, p. 182. 

Hate of the bounties now given to encourage it, p. 184^ 

1776 Hate of it at this time, p. 195. 

178^ fbitc of it, p. 571. 

1787 {late of it, p. 672. 

1788 a bill paired to make certain regulations in it, p. 673. 

1783 Nri/.>^"pitf)rrs, the number ot them printed in England during the laft ten years, p. 522. 

1767 I\tw Vork^ a bill pnffed to icflrain its allcmbly from pafling any afts, Ac. p. no. 

1768 New Vo>k<intl Dojion^ non-importation agreements entered iiuo between them, p, 118, 

1775 No) th 7 r<JI PLiJJu/e, reward for ihc difeovery of it, p, 188. ^ 

1775 No:;a SeoLei, its aireiiibiy petitions Parliament, p, 1B6. 

rtfolutions palled in the Houle ofCommotr relative to it, ibij, 

17S4 its (late and probable utility to the Weft India lllands, p, 559. 

Noles , — (See Bills oj lis change)^ 

NuiSy — (SccCiro^v Kut\)^ 

o. 

?77i OethTlmhery ftate of it in the dlllcrcnt counties of Great Britain, p. 149, 

1784 Oak Baik, the duty on it lowered, p. 576, 

1766 Oats^ a bill pafledto allo w the fice imp»)rtation of, p. 97. 

— and Oatmeal^ allowed to be imported from North America, p. 98. — (See Cotn, CVu/V;, Id: , / 
1775 0 / 7 , from filh, the quantity of it now con fumed in London, p. 184. 

1783 — - exported from and imported into Ireland in this year, \k 52^;, 

178^ from Florence, the duties on the importation ofit regulated by act of Parliament, p. 603. 

1764 Order oj Council to prevent fmugglingon the coafts of the lilc of Man, p. 48, 

1770 Order of the Houfeof Commons to redeem certain annuities, p, 135. 

1765 Ordinance of the King of France relative to the Weft India lllands, p. 7 r , 

1785 Ordnance Deheniw £s p. 605. 

*779 paflld to prefcrvc ihcfifhcry of them at Whiiftable, p. 261. 

S C a 
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P. 

Pdiftty^ hiftory and prefent ftatc of its manufa£tory, (appendix) pi 703. 

1764 Paper Billsy a bill palled for preventing fuch as may be iffued in the colonics from being a legal 

tender, p. 50. 

1773 continued, &c. p. 167. 

1779 Paper^ additional duties laid on it, p. 262. — (Sec Books). 

1787 Papyis^ a bill to allow further time for the enrollment of deeds and wills made by Papifts, &c* 

p. 668. ^ * 

1779 Parchment^ additional duties laid on it, p. 262. 

1781 Parker^ Admiral, engages tl^e Dutch fleet with great bravery, off the Dogger Bank, p. 372. 
1784 Parliamenty the particular diffolution of it at this time, p. 545. 

reafotis for diffolving It ftated in the fpcech from the throne, Ihld. 

Party JValU^ abillpafled relative to them, p. 605. 

1765 PaJP^* ^ proclamation iffued relative to thofc employed in the Mediterranean trade, p. 70, 

1 786 Pajfports and Sea Letters, forms of them, purfuant to the treaty of commerce between Great Bri- 
tain and Fiance, p, 626, 

1782 Patent Offices, a bill pafled to regulate them in certain cafes, p.459. 

1784 Pawning of Goods, a bill paffed for the better regulation of it, &c. p. 577. 

j^ 86 a bill to prevent the unlawful praftice of it, &c. p. 630. 

1763 Peace (of Paris) concluded between the belligerent powers of Europe, p, i, 

proclaimed in London, ibid. 

definitive treaty of, between the court of Great Britain, and thofc of France and Spain, 

figned and ratified, ibid. 

the alterations from, or the explanations of, tlic preliminary articles of peace contained in 
the faid treaty, p. i, 

17S2 — late, theprogrefs of its negotiations, p. 437. 

— official Icfters fent, by order of Government, on the fubjeft of it to the Lord Mayor and 
the Governor of the Bank, p. 438. 

provifional articles of, between Great Britain and America, figncd Nov. 20, p. 462. 

preliminary articles of, between Great Britain, France and Spain, figncd at Vcrfailles, 

January 20, ibid. 

preliminary articles of, abftraft of them, p.462, &c. , 

negotiations for it with Holland delayed, p. 466, 

preliminary articles of, advantages gnd difadvantages of them difeufled, p. 467, &c. 

- — addiefs in favour-of it rejeAed in the Houfe of Commons, p* 475* 

—— addrefs in favour of it carried in the Houfe of Lords, ibid, 

proclaimed in London, Sept. 15, p. 506. 

I J68 Penalties and Forfeitures infliAed by afts relating to the trade and revenue of the Brltiflr colonics 
in America more eafily recovered, p, 122. 

Perry , — (Sec Cyder). 

1773 Pcjllc Mill, at Tunbridge in Kent, allowed to be worked, p. 167. 

1777 Petcrjhnrgb, an account of its commerce for thirty years, p. 206. 

i-87 the number of Britifh Ihips which arrived there in this year, p, 657. 

merchandize imported from thence in the fame period, ibid. 
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.766 or London. Briiiol, Li,., pool, !,c. ,.U,i,e ,0 American .ff.l„. 

P* ^ 5 * 

,780 ta Parliament, from fevcra! counties, to promote a plan of national economy, p. 289, 290, 

abftraft oMhat from York, p. 089. ^ 

1781 of the Weft India phnuers anJ merchants to the King, relative to the conduft of the 


1787 


Britifh commanders at St. Enftatius, p. 333. 

■ of the inhabitants of Fort William in Bengal, prefented to Parliament, p. 646. 

I .ra rr^l *1 rararai rs f 1 ^ Ik 1 . . » i 


■ . , , . : IV raniamcnc, p. 040. 

1777 P,^ct, Lord appointed (Jovernor of Madras, arrives there, treachery praaifed againft him, 
p. 202, &c. ^ 


1779 rnoMon made in thcHoufe of Commons relative to his imprifonment and death p 247 
Pilchard lu/hery, the duties taken ofi ialt, when employed in it, p. 262. 

1785 a hill pafTcd to encourage it, p. 605. 

1786 a further I ill to encourage it, p. 630, 

1764 Pilots, a bill pafled for the regulation of them, p. 49. 

1773 for the better regulation of them, he. p, 167. 

1782 Piracy, tsfe. the former to prevent that crime enlarged, p. 458. 

1785 Pitch, premiums granted on the importation of it from Eafl Florida, p. 605 

mannfaaorics of it icgulated by of Farliamem, thicL 

17&4 Pitt, Right Honourable William, his great popularity, p, 545. 

1773 Captain, faiJ,s, June 2, on a voyage of difeovery towards the North Pole, p, 166, 

Plate Glajs Manufadory, a billpaffcd to cllablilh it, p. 167. 

— — — — in Lancafliire, feme account of it, (Appendix) p. 702. 

Plate, a bill pafled for altering the punifliment of the falfe marking of it, p. 167. 

— — certain duties granted on its importation, and when wrought in Great Britain, p* 576^ 
1767 Poiiucs, a bill palled to alter the duties on them, he p. 109. 

1775 Pooh\ a petition from thence in oppolltioii to that of London, p, 182. 

2782 Poor, a bill pafled for the better relief, 5 cc. of them, p. 459. 

1776 Poor Rates, an account of them for one year, p, 206. 

1783 Poplins and labinets, a great manufaiflure of them in Ireland, p, 225- 
1774 in certain provinces of America, p. 178, 

IJ788 a ftatc. of it in fever il cities and towns of Europe, p. 690. 

1776 Portugal, the court of, piohibits an intercouifc with the Americans?, p. 193^ 

I j?8o the Ciiieen o(, refufes to accede to the armed ncutralitv, p, 303. 

lySi — — prohibits the importation of linens from Ireland, p, 

- certain goods allowed to be irapoiicd into Great Britain and Ireland from the planta- 
tions of that kingdom, See, p. 30^^. 

1771 Poji Office, the revenue of it for 100 years, p. 150. 

— — ditto in 1764, ibid 

■■■ an account of the late reform and iiicreafing improvement in the adminiflraiion of 

that department, f appendix) p. 709. 

r784 Pojiage^ a bill pafled to regulate ir between Great Britain and Ireland, p. 576. 

— — a bill paired for granting certain additional rates on it, and for preventing frauds, &c,. 


P- 577 ^ 

1783 Pot Afjes, importation of them into Ireland in this year, with the general average, p. 328* 
Pot and Pearl AJhes^ new duties impofed on them, p. 537. 
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1786 Pot and Peart JPoeu a bill to grant duties on them, p, 630* 

Pofterifs, in Staffonlfhiic, an account of their progrefs tnd prefent Hate, (appendix) p. 698* 

1776 Price, the Kcv. l>(>6>or, his account ofthc national debt from 173910 1775, p. 196. 

1777 Pt r^ateers, American, ‘ clidrefsthe Briti (It commerce, p. 200. 

1764 Privi/ejc of Parliament regulated vvith refpeft to bankrupts, p. 50. 

17^0 ai^ftraft of the aft for the regulation of it in certain cafes, p. 138. 

1764 Pri^s^, the produce of fuch as were taken before the war, given by his Majcfty to the public, 
p 52, 

1781 Pf Goods, regulations of them, p. 397. 

*783 a hill pafR-d to regulate rlic faie of them, p. 540, 

Promijpry 'Notes, — (Set Bills i>f Exchange). 

1779 P^'otedfion iffued by the French Government in favour of the Captains Cook and Clarke, p. 259. 

1780 Protiflant AJJoc'iatiou, an accoinit of it, p. 295. 

petition Parliament for a repeal of the late aft in favour of the Roman Ca- 
tholics, p. 296, 

1787 Providence, New, a bill to allow the import and export of certain goods therein, p, 668. 

1764 Ptovijisns, the merchants petition on t!ie high prices of them, p, 49. 

diflui banccs concerning them, ihtd. 

— his Ma;cfly ilTue^ a proclamation for the importation of ce tnin kinds of them, ibid.. 

the free importation of tliem allowed from Ireland for a limited time, p, 50. 

J755 a bill palTcd to allow the freeimportation of them from Ireiand, See, p. 97. 

the importation of thorn from Ireland continued, p, 98, 

1768 the iinp<.'ttation of them further allowed from Ireland and the Britilh -colonics in 

America, p, 122. 

1769 the iu'.portation of them continued from Ireland and the American colonies, p. 131. 

1770 the further importation of them allowed from Ireland and die American colonics, 

P- 139 ’ 

1772 the importation of them continued from Ireland, &c. p, 158, 

falted, the importation of them allowed from any part of Europe, p. 159. 

177.^ ilie importation of them allowed from Ireland, p. 176. 

^775 — — from Ireland, tlic Importation of them continued, p. 187, 

1780 falted, the quanrity exported from England in this year, p. 321; 

1781 : — allowed to be exported to certain places in North America, p. 398. 

1782 the quantity of failed and other kinds exported thither from England alone in three 

particular years, -p. 518', 519. 

ditto exported thither from the revolted colonies, &c. p. 519. 

current prices of them at the Philadelphia and London markets at this time, p. 520* 

1784 current prices of them at Jamaica, at this time and the year preceding, p. 555, 

average prices of certain articles for ten years preceding the war, p. 557. 

further account thereof relative to the colonies, p. 558, &c. 

1781 Ptuffa. the King of, accedes to the armed neutrality, p. 355. 

1780 Public Accounts, commiflioners of, appointed by aft of Parliament, p. 293, 

178- a hill parted for the bettci examining and auditing them, p. 605. 

J786 a bill 10 enable the commiflionefs further to examine. See. the public accounts of the 

kingdom, p. 630. 
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1780 ^ehcc Fleet y the greater part of it taken, p. 303. 

1786 a bill to allow the importation of fait from thence, p.630. 

R. 

1784 Robhlt Sklns^ the exportation of them prohibited, p. 576, 

1765 Ramfgatc^ a bill paffed to improve its harbour, p. 72. 

1782 Rartfom of Ships ^ prohibited, p. 45^. 

1765 Raw Silk^ a bill paffed for repealing certain duties on it, and granting others, p, 72«~{See 
Silk). 

1783 Receipts^ a bill pafled to grant flamp duties on them, p. 5:59. 

1774 Recoinage of the Gold Coin^ a bill palTcd for fupplying the fum for that purpofc, p. 176* 

1778 cxpcnces attending it, See. p. 236. 

1780 Reform^ plan of, moved by Mr. Edmund Burke in the Houfe l)f Commons, p. 291. 

1765 Regency, a bill pafled to provide for the admlniftration of Government in cafe the crown fliould 
defeend to any of the King’s children under. 18 years of age, p. 73. 

Regifer ShlpSy eight of them arrive at Cadiz, p‘7i. 

1780 Report of the Bom d of Trade on the linen manufacture of Ireland, p. 388. 

Refolutlon and Dlftovery, the fltips, anchored at the Nore OClober 5, from their voyage of cir- 
cumnavigation, p. 316. 

1786 Revenue^ the flourillung ftatc of it, p. 607. 

report of the ScleCl Committee on the flate of it, p. 6©8, 

*■—■■■■■ — receipt and expenditure of them, p. 608, 609. 

1788 Revenues^ CsV, a ftatc of them at this time, p, 685, 

1782 Ribbands, the quantity exported from Ireland in this year, p. 442. 

1764 Rice, liberty granted to carry it from South Carolina and Georgia to other parts of America, 
P- 

1767 RLr^ Sago Dujl, and VcrmicelU^ the free importation cf, allowed from the American colonics^ 

p. 109. 

1768 the qviantity of it exported during a certain period, p. 120. 

a furiher importation of it from North America allowed, p. 122, 

I7b<9 liberty granted to carry it from'Souili Carolina and Georgia to other parts of America, 

p, i 3 [. 

1770 tl»e liberty granted of exporting it from Eafl and Well Florida to the fouthward of Cape 

I‘ iiullcire, p. 139. 

1772 the importation of it allowed from any of the colonics, p, 159, 

1774 tljc time for cxpoitingit from Carolina and Georgia, enlarged, p. 176. 

1782 table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Biitain for two difiinfl years, 

with the names of the places from whence and to which luch imports and exports were made, 
p. 448. 

the quantity of it imported into and exported from England for ten years, p. 454, 

~r into and from Scotland, p. 455. , 

1783 the impoitation of it allowed, p. 537. 

drawback of the whole duty allowed on’the exportation of it, p. 539# 

3780 Riots in London, an account of them, p. 296. 


% 
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1780 Rodmy^ Sir George Brydges, takes 22 fall of Spanifli fliips, p. 285* 

takes five Spanifli men of war, ibid^ 

~ relieves Gibraltar and Minorca, ibid* 

i-8i his anfvvcr to the memorial of the merchants of St. Chriftopher’s, p. 331. 

his anfwer to the charges againft him on his conduft at St. Eoftatius, p. 379, 380, &c. 

his memorial to the King on the profccutions entered into againft him on the fame fubjeft, 

P* 382- 

1782 — gains a complete viftory, April 12, over the French fleet commanded by Le Comte de 
Graflc, p. 416, ^ 

1777 Rum, abillpaflcd to fecurc the duties on its importation from the colonics, p. 207. 

1^82 average quantity imported for ten years, p, 441. 

— table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Britain, for two diftinft 
years, with the names of the places from whence and to which fuch imports and exports were 
made, p. 446. 

the quantity of it imported into and exported from England for ten years, p. 452, 

certain impofls and duties on itdifeontinued for a limited thne, p, 557. 

a drawback of the duties on it allowed, when fliipped as flores on board merchant fliips, 

p. 577. * . . . 

1785 an account of the quantity imported into England during a certain period, p. 602, 

— — a bill paired to permit the landing of Briiifli Plantation rum or fpirits before payment 
of the excife duties, p. 605. 

iy86 abill to revive the -drawback on the duties of it when (hipped as (lores, p. 630. 

1787 imports and exports of It into and from Great Britain for one year, with the duties, &c. 

for one year, p. 660. 

1776 RuJJtay annual revenue and expences of that empire, p. 197. 

jySo declaration of the Emprefs concerning the armed neutrality, p. 273. 

1781 — — the Emprefs commences a mediation between Great Britain and Holland, p. 341, 

17^2 — the ftate of its revenues, p. 442. 

1766 Rye and Rye Meal allowed to be imported from North America, p. 98. 


S. 

1781 Sago and Vermicelli, the importation of them allowed from the Briti(h colonics in America, 

p. 398. 

2 764 Sail Cloth, a bill paffed for encouraging the manufaflure of it, p. 49. 

Si* Thomas and St. John, illands of, declared free by the King of Denmark, p. 47. 

conditions of their freedom, ibid* , 

1770 Saint Domingo, the produce of it in this year, p. 136. 

1778 Saint Lucia, ifland of, taken from the French, p. 227. 

very able letter written by Sir George Brydges Rodney to Lord George Germaine, 

urging an attack to be made on it, p. 228, 

1779 Saint Vincent, ifland of, taken by the French, p. 252. 

— (itualion and aftive conduft of the Governor of it, iHdn 

1781 Saint Eujiatius, ifland of, taken by Admiral Rodney, p* 329. 

conduft of the Britifli commanders on the capture of it, and its confcqucncei, p* 330. 

great part of the priac fleet taken by tlic French, p. 368« 

5 Samt 
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A. T), 

1781 Saint Eu/^attus^ a motion made and negatived, for enquiring into the condu6^ of the 
Conmiandcrs in Chief, on the capture of tliat iiland, p. 379# 

lurprized and taken hy the French, p. 414. 

17S2 Saint Chri/ir^phcr’^Sy Nevis and Afont ferraly taken hy the French, p. 415* 

tlic produce and manufa6lurc of thofc iflands allowed to he imported into any of Ills 

Majefty's ports in Europe or America, p. 458. 

1^83 — a bill pafled tor regulating the imports of the produce of thofc iflands, p, 53S. 

1764 Sale of Landsy in Grenada, the Grcnadines/Dominica, St, Vincent's and Tobago, advertifed 
by Royal ])roclamation, p. 46. . 

conditions of the fale, ibid. 

1764 Salty gathered on the Turk’s Iflands, by the Bermudians, p. 48. 

the exportation of it to Quebec, allowed for a limited time, p. 50. 

1766 the exportation of it from Quebec, allowed, p, 98. 

1779 — the duties of it taken off, when ufed in curing pilchards, p. 262. 

iy86 — a bill to allow the importation of it from Quebec, p, 630. 

1785 Saltsy of various kinds, a bill pafled to regulate the laws rcfpcfling them, p* 605. 

J765 Sividwichy a bill paflTcd to improve its haven, p. 72. 

1777 Saratoga, the furrcndcr of the Britifli army there, p. 

1785 Schtldty the navigation of it undergoes very little alteration by the treaty of peace between the 

Emperor and the Dutch, p. 599. 

1763 Scotlandy Truftccs of the forfeited eftates there, their patriotic condu£t, p. 9. 

— a bill pafled to regulate bills of exchange and promifTory notes there, p. 73, 

1^82 the quantity of tobacco imported into> and exported from, that part of Great-' 

Britain, p. 455. 

1788 equalizing duty on Ipirits diftilled there, and brought into England, p. 674, 

1779 Sea Coafty a proclamation for driving cattle from thence, in cafe of an invaflon, p. 258, 

1786 Sea Coefisy a bill palled for improving them, fire. p. 630. 

Seamen s IVugesy a bill to prevent frauds in the payment of them, p. 630. 

1781 Secrecy y Committee of, appointed by the Houle of Commons to enquire into the war in the 
Carnatic, p. .3^2, 

^784 Seizt4resy the diflance from thofe extended, at which they may be made, p. 553. 

1764 Senegaly a bill pafled for vefling it, &c. in the African Company, p. 49. 

1772 Sheepy the annual account of the fale of them at Smithfirld, for forty years, p. 156. 

number of, Ibid in Smithfield, in this year, p. 175. 

773 She/flcldy an aflay-mafler appointed to that place, p. 167. 

766 Shipsy the number entered inwards, and cleared outwards, at Liverpool, during this 
year, p. 97* 

ditto, at Briflol, ibid. 


— ^ regulations made for the loading them with coals, at Newcaflie and Sunderland, p. 98. 

the number of them employed in the trade between Grcat-Britaiii and America, p. 130. 

annual amount and value of, at this time, built in the colonies, p. 165. 

— the number of, which failed from the .Notih of Ireland to North-America, with 
paflcnger«, in the two preceding years, p, 166. 

— — a bill pafled to prevent abufes in the fale of “fliares of them to foreigners, p, 167, 
ditto, for regulating thofc loading coals at Sunderland and Ncwcaftlc, ibid. 
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1778 Sh}pSf French f an embargo laid on them in the Britifh ports, p, 226, 

1^83 Brivjh^ cncrcaled greatly, by excluding the American, p. 52C, 521. 

1786 a bill pafled to promote the encreafe of it, p 630.^(Sec NcvjcafileJ 

3773 Shipping, the annual amount ol it, at this time, in the colonies, p. 165. 

1765 Silky a bill to encourage the manufafture of it, p. 72. 

Stockings, Glovci and Mils, a bill paffed to prohibit the importation of foreign ones, p, 73. 

1769 a bill palL*d for encouraging thw" growth of it in America, p 131. 

1779 organzined, the inrportation 01 ii allowed, p# 261. 

— — organzined, the importation of ii allowed from Italy, &c. p 397. 

the quantity of it inipoitcd into Ireland, on two different averages of tlirce years, p. 326. 
— raw and organzinc, a five years ;.vcragc of its importation into England, with the 
duties, ibid» 

and Aikvtures of Silky exportation in this year, from Ireland, ibid. 

organzinc Italian, the importation of it continued, p. 537. 

^78^ raw and th own, additional duties granted on the import ition of it, p* 577. 

1766 Si/ks and Velvets^ a bill paffed to prohibit the importation of tl'.em, p. 98. 

— Crapes and Tujfaticsy an addhiunal duty laid on the iinportation of them, ibid, 

1777 — — wrought, and Velvets, the imponation of them prohibited, &c. p. 207* 

1781 exported fiom Ireland, in tliis year, p, 393. 

a drawback allowed on the exportation of them, ibid. 

1787 Silvery the amount of it fent annually from England to China, for tlirce years, p. 667.— 

(Sec Coin.) 

1786 Skinsy a bill to allow the importation of raw goat-fkins, p, 630. 

178^ rabbit, the exportation of them prohibited, p, 176. — ;See Hides.) 

Slavesy the number of them in the French VVeft-Indics, p, 207, 

1788 -t the number of them, at this time, in Britifh Weft India Ifiands, p. 690. 

fonie further calculations concerning them, ibid. 

Slave Tradcy a bill paffed to regulate it, in refped to the mode of carrying (laves from the 
coaft of Africa, p. 677, 

1764 Snii/^glingy an otder of Council to prevent the praflicc of, particularly on the coafis of 

the Iftc of Man, p. 48. 

3765 the means taken to prevent itcaufc great difeontents in America, p. 62. 

1779 abftraft of an aft of Parliament to prevent it, p. 262. 

1784 — — a bill paffed to prevent it, by various regulations, p, 553. 

a bill paffed for liie more cfFeftual prevention of it, p. 577. 

1717 — — a bill paffed for the further prevention of it, p. 608 . 

1785 Snuffy drawback on the exportation of it fettled, p. 605. 

•1777 Soapy a bill paffed to fecure the duties in its importation from the Colonics, p. 207. 

1766 Soar., the river, made navigable, p. 98. 

1765 Sociciy of ArtSy Manuf allures and Commerce, eftabJiflicd at New- York, p. 68, 

1786 Brliijhy incorporated by aft of Parliament for extending the fi&eries of the kingdom, 

p. 630. — (See hi itipy FiJhcryJ 

3769 Sound, the number of vcffcis which paffed it this year, p. 130, 

1772 the number of veffcis which paffed it in this year, p. 158. 

177^ — the number of veffcis whidi paffed it in this year, p. 175. 
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1781 Soundt the number of Britifli and Dutch (hipping, wliicb palled the Sounc^, for three 
years, p, 359. 

1786 Scuthet n fVhalc Fifncry^ a bill for the encouragement of, p, 630. 

an account of it, daring the years 1785, 1786, and 1787, p. 6s8.-~(Scc the 

Fjkeryj • 

1763 S-mh Carolina, produce of it entered for exportation, during a certain period, p. 7. 

1766 Spain, declares its neutrality with rcfpea.to Grcat-Britain and America, p. 193. 

lyyg bccomcr, a mediatrix between the powers at war, p. 247. 

——propofes terms of pacification, ibid. 

the propofitions of, refufed by Great-Britain, p. 248. 

the ambaflador of, delivers a referiptat the court of London, ibid. 

the rcfcripi of its minifter anfwered at large, by the Britilh court, p. 24S, 249, 

the real motives of its court in taking part with France, p. 251. 

1783 — its fituation at the clofc of the war, p. 476,^ 

Speeche% from the Throne, quoted in this work. 

1772 p. 163. 

»774 P- 171. 17+- 

>77S P- 190, 193- 

1776 p. 192, 194. 

1780 p. 297, 327, 

17S1 p. 365, 376. 

1782 p. 410, 439< 

J783 p. 479> SO&* 

1784 p. 545. 567. 

1786 p. 607, 612. 

1787 p. 632, 647. 

1788 p, 669, 677. 

1766 Spirits, additional duties laid thereon, p. 98. 

1768 — - - — foreign, a bill palled for a more cffeftual prevention of fmuggling them, &c. p. 122. 

1783 foreign, a bill paflld for the more efFeflual preventing the fmuggling of them, p. 540. 

1784 — Britilh and Well India, new regulations of the duties on them, p. 554. 

— — for home confuiription, the duties on them difeontinued for a certain time, p. 577, 
1788 — dillilled in Scotland, and Irrought into England, fubjeft to an equalizing duty, p. 674. 

1786 — an account of the quantity airnually made, from Midfumiuer, 1749, to Midfummer, 

1786, p, 637. — (See Britijh Spirits, — Dijlillcry, idc.) 

1766 Stamp Duties, a bill paiu;d for fccuring them for copies of court roll, p. 98. 

1785 Stamps, a bill palTed to transfer certain of their duties, &c. p. 605. 

1787 Stamp-Duty, in F'raiice, on commercial inllrunients, p. 653. 

1765 Stamp A^i, preliminary obfervations concerning the pafling it, for the impofition of ftamps^ 

in America, p. 60. 

the American, palFd both Iloufes, and received the Royal aflent by comtnifiion, p.-66r 

the immediate iffcfls of it, p. 60, 67, • 

violent condudl of fevcral of the American Colonies in confcqueacc of it, p.. 67, 68* 

1766 -for America, repealed, p. 85.— (Sec 

1779 Starch, the duties on it better fccurcd, p. 262. 
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1779 Siatcs-Ccncrah memorial prefented to them by Sir Jofeph Yorkc, relative to the tranfportatloa 

of naval ilorcs, p. 257, 

arc required to alllft Great-Britain, according to treaty, p, 258. 

ncgleft the memorials of the Britilh miniftef, ibid. 

protefi Paul Jones, and their rcafons for fo doing, p. 258. 

1780 — — their conduft to Great-Britain, p* 265, 266. 

memorial prefented to them by the Britifh miniftcr, p. 268. 

provifionaJ anfwcr given by them, 270. 

J-81 memorial delivered by their ininifter to the King of Sweden, p* 244, 245, 

publifli a manifcfto to jullify their conduft towards Great-Britain, p. 348. 

1782 receive an ambalfaJor from the United States of America, p. 418. — (See Holland.) 

— (See Iron*) i 

1781 Stockings^ the amount of the import and export of them into and from Ireland, in this 

year, p. 394. 

1782 imports and exports of them into and from Ireland, in this year, p. 443. 

1^83 — import and export of liiem into and from Ireland, in this year, p. 528. 

Storks^— (See Funds,) 

1784 Stuffs^ mixed with filk, a drawback allowed on the exportation of them, p. 577. 

1785 Cotton^ duties on them repealed, p-6o5, — (See CotionJ 

certain duties laid on them, and other fimilar manufaftures, ibid, 

1766 Siorty the river, a bill pafTed to preferve the navigation of it, &c, p. 98. 

1773 Sugary the amount of its importation into Briftol, in.this year, p. 166. 

a bill pafftd to prevent the fmuggling of it, p, 237. 

1779 a bill patTed to prevent the fmuggling of it from America, p. 262. 

1780 — the annual confumption of it in England, for fifty years, p, 320. 

1781 — additional duties granted on the importation of it, p, 398* 

1782 — table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great-Britain, for two diiVinft 

years, with the names of the places, from whence and to which fuch imports and exports 
>vere made, p. 445, 

the quantity of it imported into and exported from England, for ten years, p. 452. 

— — ditto into and from Scotland, p. 455, 

1782 refined, a bill pafled to prevent tlie re-landing of it, &c. p. 539. 

1785 an account of the quantity imported into England, during a certain period, p, 602. 

17S6 a bill to regulate the exportation of it, from the Britifli Colonics fo foreign 

ports, &c. p. 630. 

1787 imports and exports of, into, and from Great-Britain, for one year, with the duties, 

Ike. for one year, p. 660. 

1775 Sugar CohnicSy the fiatc* and nature of them deferibed, p. 183. — (See IV cjl^^ Indie sj 

1763 S.ipplicsy an account of the grants of them from the revolution, p. 26. 

for tlie fervice of this year, p. 17. 

1764 the fiune, for tl)is year, p. 53. 

1765 the fame, for this year, p, 74. 

1^66 the fame, for this year, p, 98. 

1767 — — — the fame, for this year, p. 1 10, 

J768 — — - the fame, for this year, p. 122. 
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1769 Supplies, the fame, far this year, p. 131. 

17^0 the fame, for this year, p. 139. 

1771 the fame, for this year, p. 150. 

1772 tlie fame, for this year, p. 159. ' 

*773 for this year, p. 168. 

*774 fame, for this year, p. 176. 

1775 fame, for this year, p. 188. • 

1776 the fame, for this year, p. 198. 

*777 — fame, for this year, p. 210* 

1778 the fame, for this year, p. 238. 

*779 fame, for this year, p. 263, 

1780 the fame, for this year, p. 323. 

1781 the fame, for this year, p.. 399. 

.1782 — — the fame,'^r this year, p. 459. 

1783 the fame, for this year, p. 541. 

1784 the fame, for this year, p, 578. 

1785 the fame, for this year, p. 606. 

1786 the fame, for this year, p. 631* 

J787 tlic fame, for this year, p. 669. 

1788 — — the fame, for tliis year, p 685, &c. 

1776 font to the Britifli army at Bofton, p. 195. 

1770 Swnle, the river, in Yorkfliirc, a bill pafled for compleating the navigation of it, p. 139, 

1780 Sweden^ declaration of the King of, concerning the armed neutrality, p, 275. 

1781 the King of, propofes to mediate between Grcat-Britain and Holland, p. 373, 

T. 

1767 Tallow, Hog s 'Lard, v 5 V. the dut’es on the importation of them difeontinued, p, 109. 

1775 temporary difeonti nuance of the duty on the importation of them, p. 197. 

1770 a further exportation of them allowed, p. 137. 

1786 Tallow, a further bill to difeontinue the duties on the importation of it, p. 630. 

*779 » produced from coal, p. 260. 

1787 Tariff of duties to he paid, according to the arret of the King of France, p. 653. 

1781 Taxes, perpetual ones, a review of them, from 1776 to ibis year, p, 402. 

1767 Tea, black and finglo, a duty of is. taken ofFit, &c. p. 109. 

drawback granted on its exportation to Ireland and America, iifid. 

1770 the American duty on it continued, p. 135. 

1772 the duly of IS. on finglo and black difeontinued, and a drawback on the exportation of 

them, when exported to Ireland and the plantations, p. 158, 

1773 the diminution of tJie export of it, on account of the American troubles, difadvantageous 

to the Eaft India Company, p. 165. 

— permitted to be exported to America, free of duty from the Company, il>id, 

— not fufFcrcd to be carried on fbore at Boilon, See, thid. 

— amount of the confumption of it in the colonics, before the importation duties were 
queflioned, ibid, 

a bill paffed to prevent frauds in ilic venders of It, p, 207, 

Tea 
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1778 7ra, the duty on its importation into any of the American cojoiries taken off> p. 257, 

*783 its annual importation iuio Europe, p. 530. 

an aft amended with refpeft to the removal of p. 540* 
the fcvcral duties on it repealed, and others granted, p* 577, 
lygy — the quantity and forts of it imported in this year, p. 667. 

1768 Texel, the number of vcffels which entered it this year, p. 12 k 
I'jyi — — the number of vclTels which entered it in diis year, p., 150. 

1774 Thames^ the river, a bill pafled for improving the navigation of it, p. 176. 

1777 a bill paffed for improving the navigation of it from London^Bridge to 

Staines, p, 207. 

Thread Manufaflory, in Scotland, — (See Patjley^ 

1766 Tillage^ a bill paffed for the improvement of it in the neighbourhood of London, p, 97^. 

1771 Timber^ Qah^ ftatc of it in different counties of GreaNBritain, p, J40» 

1775 Tobacco^ ftatc of its trade previous to the war, p. 187. 

inyQ a bill paffed to encourage the growth of it in Ireland, p. a6r. 

lygi — additional duties granted on the importation of it, p. ^{^8, 

178^ — — — table of the quantity imported into and exported from GreauBritain, for two diftinft: 
years, with the names of the places from whence and to which fuch imports and exports 
were made, p. 447, 

the quantity of it impoited into and exported from England, for ten years, p. 453* 

— ditto into and from Scotland, p. 4515, 

X782 — a bill paffed to fecurc the duties on it, p. 537. 

the growth of Scotland, relief granted to the owners of it, p. 539. 

1785 — — the Merchants of London, Briftol, and Glafgow, trading in it, petition the Houfe 
of Commons, p, 596* 

certain ftatements concerning it contained in the Merchant’s petitions, ibid. 

— „ — „ a bill brought into Parliament for the better fccuring the duties payable on it, 
P- 597 * 

■ — declaration of the Chancellor of the Exchequer concerning it, ibid* 

iyg5 a bill to prevent the fraudulent removal of, p. 630, 

1783 Tohacca-pipe Clay^ permitted to be exported to the Briiifh plantations, p. 537* 

1781 Tobago^ the illand of, taken by the French, p* 3S5» 

*785 a bill paffed to regulate the importation of goods from thence, p, 605* 

Jcd/r, the exportation of fuch as are employed in our iron and ftccl mauufaftorics pto^ 
hi hi ted, p. 606, 

1787 Tools and Utcnfils^ a bill to prevent the cxpoitation of fuch as are ufed in the iron and ftccl 
manufaftories, p. 668. 

Trade, Iketch oi the coal branch of it, (Appendix,) p. 701. 

1768 Treaty^ between France and Genoa, for the ccflioii of Corftca, p. 121. 

^-^8^ between the Emprefs of Ruffra, and the Queen of Portugal, p. 485. 

between ilu King of Sweden, and the United States of America, p* 486. 

—~™ between the Mahrattas, and the Eaft India Company, p. 479. 
jygg ■ between the Courts of Ruffia and Portugal, p, 678* 

between Grcat'Britain and Pruffia, p. 683. — (See Convenlt&n.J 

1766 Tteaty of Commerce^ between Great- Briialu and Ruffia, p. 91. 

Treat) 
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1773 Treaty of Commerce, between France and America, p. 2ti3, he. 

17B0 between HoUaiid and the United Stales of America, p. 305. 

178 . between the Courts of rcterlbur[Th anti Copenhagen, p. 420. 

— between the Republic of Holland, and the United States of America, p.427* 

1783 hcaty of Fcaccy the definitive, between his Britannic Majefty, and the Moft Chritiiaii King, 

p. 494. 

between his Britannic Majclly, and the King of Spain, p. 500. 
between his Britannic Majefly, and the United States of America^ 

P- 504 

1784 between his Britannic Majeay, and the States-General, p. 564. 

1^8- between the Emucror of Germany, and the States^Geiieral, &tc. p* 599, 

1778 Ttcaty of Alliance^ between France and America, p. 219, See. 

1788 between Cheat-Britain and the Statcs-Gcncral, p. 63 o, &c, 

1785 between France and Holland, p. 399. 

1786 Treaty of Alliance and Commerce, ratified between the Court of Pruffia, and the United States 

of America, p. 613* 

1770 Tern, the river, a bill pafied for the better regulating it, p, 137, 
j-^2 hill palled to make a certain branch of it navigable, p. 159* 

1786 Trials, a bill for the regulation of them rdpefting ofFcaces committed in the Eaft-Indies, 
p. 630, 

1782 Trhicomale, taken by Sir Edward Hugbes, p. 410. 

1763 Tru/tees of the ferf cited Ffhitcs in Scotland, their patriotic conduft, p. 9, 

1764 TnrFs Iflands, violences committed there by French vcfiels, p. 48. 

reparation made by the French Court on account of violences committed, Ibid, 

defciiption of them, thid^ 

the Bcrniudians gather fait on them, ibid. 

u. 

1781 IJpholftery, the amount of import and export into and from Ireland, in this year, p. 439, 

1767 lire, the river, a bill palled to render it navigable, &c. p. 109. 

1774 Uten/ils, the exportation of ihofc employed in the cotton manufadlure prohibited, p. 176. 
employed in the woollen, linen, Ac, maaufa£lures, prohibited from exportation, 

p. 187. — (Sec Tools,) 

j« 82 the value of its imports and exports into and from Ireland, in this year, p, 443. 

import and export of it into and from Ireland, in this year, p, 528. 

1781 Vauyhan, Major-Gcrerai, his anfwcr to the charges agaiaft him, on his conduft at St* 
Euftaiius, p. 381* 

1779 V^ellnm, Furchment and Paper, additional duties on them, p. 262, 

1785 Velvets and Fchcrets, duties arc laid on them, p. 605.— (See 

1784 Ve[]eh, of certain dimenfions, the building of them prohibited, p. 553. 

X787 the number of them employed in the Greenland fdherv, and to Davie’s Straits, lui 

this year, p, 657. 

Vejfds and Boats, a bill relative to fuch as are liable to feizurc by an aft of the a4th of 
George HI. p. 668.— (See Whale Fijhery, Flnvcoflie, lAe, 

1763 Vinegar, additional duties on it, p. 4. 
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1780 Vinegar^ additional duties laid on the importation of it, p, 323* 

1775 Vhghiia and Maryland^ the annual import from thofe provinces before the war, p. 187, 

w. 

177 5 TVeive^ earthen, pair\tcd, a certain kind of it permitted to be exported, p, 188. — Pottery,) 
J786 Corn, the duty on it, from Midfummer, 1749, to Midfummer, 1786, p, 627.'— 

(See D'ljVilkry,) ^ 

1785 iraicr-Bidliff of London^ ferves notices on the coal-faftors, &.c. on account of certain 
combinations among them, p, 6co. 

1787 IVatcrJord^ in Ireland, a packet eftablifhed between that place and Milford Haven, p. 667. 

1770 JVaicktity in Somcrfcilhire, a bill pafled for the prefervation of its harbour and quays, 

P- 137- ' ^ 

1763 PFays and Mcans^ for the fcrvicc of this year, p. 22. 

2764 the fame, for this’ year, p. 55. 

the fame, for this year, p. 76. 

the fame, for this year, p. 100. 

1767 the fame, for this year, p. iir. 

1768 the fame, for this. year, p. 124* 

1769 the fame, for this year; p* 132* 

lyyo — the fame, for this year, p. 141. 

1771 — the fame, for this year, p, 152, 

1772 the fame, for this year, p. 16 r. 

1773 — the fame, for this year, p. 169. 

the fame, for this year, p. 177* 

*775 ——the fame, for this year, p. 189. 

the fame, for this year, p, 199. 

lyyy — the fame, for this year, p. 21 1* 

1778 — — — — the fame, for this year, p. 240. 

the fame, for this year, p. 263, 

lySo — the fame, for this year, p. 325. 

2 j8i _ the fame, for this year, p. 401* 

1782 — the fame, for this year, p, 461. 

1^83 - - —.-■■■ ■ the fame, for this year, p, 54?.. 

1^84 the fame, for this year, p« 578. 

1^85 the fame, for this year, p* 606* 

2^86 the fame, for this year, p, 63*1. 

2787 the liimc, for this year, p. 669. 

iy88 the fame, for this year, p, 686. 

1784 IFaxy duties granted on the importation of it, p. 577. 

1784 JVax Candles^ duties on them repealed, and other duties granted in lieu thcieof, p. 577. 

duties granted on licences to make or fell them, ibid, 

1765 fViCivers of Spital Fields, their difeontents on the fafhionable iifc of French filks, p. 69. 

1774 PfVightSy a bill pafRd to regulate fuch as arc to be ufed in weighing the coin, p. 176. 

3768 IVdh^ in Norfolk, a bill palTed for improving its harbour, p. 122. 

1781 Wfji Florida^ the conqueft of it compicated by the Spaniards, p. 357, 

mji 
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1765 Wcjlindia IJlandi, a commercial regulation of the French King refpe^ing them, p. 71 

577S 

1780 


1783 

1788 


England, p. 321 


proclamation made there forbidding all intercourfc with the Americans, p. 184. 
the quantity of flour and otlicr fimilar articles exported there in this year from 


not dependent on the United States of America, Hz. p* 518, 519. 
a bill paired to iettlc the commercial intercourfc between them and the United 


States of America, on a more permanent fooling, with previous obfervatloiis, p. 674, 675. 
(Sce5w^<7?', Jmsrica^ 

1766 IVeJl Indies^ Britilli, a bill palTed to open* certain ports therein, He. p. 86. 


J773 

1781 

1784 


,787 


> a bill paired to encourage foreigners to lend money on eftates there, p. 167. 

— — ^ in general, alHi6lcd with a mod; dreadful hurricane, p. 336. 

petitions delivered to Parliament from the illands of Jamaica and Barbadocs, p. 337. 

the ncccflity of allowing a free intcrcouifc between its fugar colonics and the United 

States of America, in American bottoms, for the aflual fupport of ^the former, fully in. 
veftigated, p. ^54, he. 

an account of fliips, he. cleared outwards from the iflands of, from the ports of 

England, with thofe entered inwards from the fame colonics for one year, p. 659. 

— ditto from the ports of Scotland, He. ihid. 

an account of the fliips, he. entered inwards and cleared outwards in the idands of, 


to and from the feveral ports in the Britilh colonics in North America, and the United 
Slates of America for one year, p. 660. 

an account of goods expoiied from thcncc into Great Britain during one year, being 
the produce of the Sugar Colonies, p. 66 1, 

ditto, being of doubtful produce, ibid. 

' an account of goods (being Britilh produce and manufadurc) exported thither from 
(ireat Britain for one year, p. 662. 

an account of goods, (being foreign produce and manufacture) exported thither from 
Great Britain for one year, p. 664. 

goods imported from thence by the Eafl India Company, p. 665, 


1787 IVcJl India Tradc^ Hate of it, p. 659. 

1775 India Planters and Merchants^ ^Jicir petition to the Ploufe of Commons, p, 179. 

1^3 1 — petition the King relative to the conduCt of the Britifli com- 

manders at St. Eullatius, p. 333. 

petition Parliament on the prohibition of any intercourfc be- 


1784 

tween the Britifli Sugar lllands and America, in American vefleis, p. 548, 

1781 IP^cJi India and American Convoys^ outward and homeward bound cfcapc the combined fleets of 
France and Spain, p. 371* 

1764 IVhale Fijloery^ a bill pafled for the further encouragement of it, p. 30. 


1768 

1776 

1778 

*779 


the number of Dutch velTcls employed in it, p. 12 1. 
feveral afts continued for the encouragement of it, p. 122. 
farther encouraged, p. 198. 

the number of fhips employed in it from England, from 1775 to 1778, 
the famefrom Holland, from the year 1770 to 1778, p. 231. 
the number of ihips employed in it from England in this year, p. 259. 
the fame from Holland, ibid. 

S D 


p. 281. 


Vot. IV. 


nhitle 



A 2^ ALPHABETICAL AND 


A. n. 

1780 Whale Ft/hcryy aa account of the number of lirltllh and Dutch fliips employed in it during thi;* 

)car, p. 322. 

1781 the number offhip? employed in it from England in this year, p. 396. 

totally Hopped in Holland on account of the war with Great Britain, ihul. 

1782 — tlie number of fliips employed in it in this year- from England, p. 441. 

tht* number of Eoglifli auclDu^h Ihips employed in it in this year, p, 521, 

1784 — the number of Ihips from Great Britain and Holland employed in it in this year, 

p- • ' 

^ 7^5 amount of it this year in Great Britain, p. 598. 

ditto in Holland, ihuL 

(Southern) prochmaiion of the King of Denmark for the encouragement of it, 

— new regulations of it propofed by L’ord Hawkeibury, and fince carried into exccu** 

tion, p. 612. 

— (Southern) a bill to encourage it, p. 630. 

the cncreakd number of Britifh llwps employed in it tliis ycai’, although the 

bounty was reduced, p, 657, 

(Southern) an account of it during the years 1785, 1786, and 1787, p, 658. 

1788 (Southern) a brief Hate of it, p. 689. 

from Holland, a f*all fiatement of it from the year 1661 to 1788, p* 693. 

' tlic cncreafcd number of fliips employed in it this year, with their cargoes, p* 694. 

1776 Wheats and other articles, a certain quantity of them allowed to be exported to the Sugar Co- 
lonies, St. Helena, and the Flaft India fcttlements, p. 198* 

*^ 7 ? 7 — certain quantities of it allowed to be exported to the Weft Indies, p. 207. 

1^83 permitted to be exported to the Sugar Colonics, p. 537. 

,1784 fcvcral laws revived aiid continued, relative to the exportation of it to the Britifli Su^r 

Colonies, he, p. 577. 

1785 the exportation of it to the Britifli Sugar Colonies regulated by aft of Parliament, p. 603, 

1787 — _ a bill to f .^ort it to the Britiih Sugar Colonies, p. 668.— -(See Corn^ Grain^ &cj 

1766 IVbcQt and JVheat Flour allowed to be imported from North America, p. 98* » 

1767 the importation of it further allowed from any part of Europe, p, io8, 

jyjr2 allowed to be imported, p* IS§* 

Wheats Indian Corn^ Bar ley ^ allowed to be imported, See, p. 159. 

1780 Wheat Floury Oatmeal, exported in this year from England to the Britiftx Weft Indies, 

1763 Wines, French, additional duties laid on them, p. 4, 

1766 — — j- imported, an aft relative to them amended, p. 98. 

1778 foreign, additional duties granted on the importation of them, 7. 237. 

177^ foreign, a drawback on exporting them to the Britifli fcttlements, p, 262. 

J786 and Finegar, additional duties laid on the importation of them, p. 323. 

1782 a bill pafled to prevent frauds in the landing and removing of them, p, 539. 

1784 the provilions of an aft of the 23d of Geo. III. relative to the removal of them in caiks^ 

bottles, &c. p. 577. * 

178^ — ^ from Florence, the duties on the imporution of them regulated by aft of Parliament, 
p. 603. ^ . 

1786 -—a bill for repealing certain duties on importing. thcm> and granting new duties, &c.p. 630. 

5 Wines^ 
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17S7 JVincsy forc‘';ii, n bill to .'illow the dealers in them for the ftock in thdr pofTeflion, &c. p, 668. 
17S6 IJ^Doa andJWoil yf/hes^ n bill to errant duties on them, p. 630, 

1777 n oc!^ a bill palled to prevent frauds in combing it, p, 207. 

1782 the quantity of it leized at different periods, p. 441* ^ 

lygj Spanilh, its importation into Ireland at different periods, p. 525. 

1784 coney, the exportation of it prohibited, p. 576, 

a billpaffed to prevent frauds in the manufacture of it, p. 605. 

1788 — a bill palled to prevent the exportation of it, p. 676. 

1786 IP’^ool Cards^ a bill to allow the importatk>n of them at a limited price, p. 630. 

1765 (p^oolien A'luniifai for in Yorkfliire, two bills pafled for the regulation of it, p. 72, 73. 

1766 — •— Hated in the indru^fions of the efty t»f Norwich to its reprefentatives, to be en- 
dangered from the fcarcity of provifious, See. p. 97, 

177^ — — the exportation of utenfils employed in it prohibited, p, 187. 

1780 of Ireland, obfervations on it, p. 287. 

1783 IVoollcn Manufa£iurc^ the fuppofed annual produce of it, p. 522. 

1774 IVoollcn Drapery^ the quantity ofit impoitcd into Dublin in the courfc of this year, p, 174* 

1780 IVoollcn Ciothsy the quantity of, exported in this year from Great Britain to Ireland, p. 322. 

1781 — the quantity made in the Well Riding of Yorklhirc, for one year, p. 395. 

1782 — . — the quantity exported from Great Britain to Ireland in this year, p. 442. 

1782 the quantity made in the Weft Riding of Yorklliire in this year, p. 521. 

imported from Great Britain to Ireland in this year, p. 525. 

1787 IVooUcmy an eftimate of the annual value of the export of them from England from 1781 

1787, p. 658. • 

— ditto from Scotland, (See Cloth). 

Y. 

( See Cotton, ^ 
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